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About the book

A New Mystery Unleashed!
Dive into the exciting debut of a series where a determined mother goes
undercover not just to find a stolen poodle, but to uncover akiller in the

process!

When kennel owner Max Turnbull's sudden death is dismissed as a heart
attack, his distraught wife Peg suspects foul play, especially with the
disappearance of their beloved poodle Beau. The question arises: was it

really an accident?

Meet Melanie Travis, athirty-something single mother and teacher, whose
summer begins with her son at day camp. Soon, she's persuaded to delve
into her uncle’ s suspicious demise on the sly. Embracing the role of a poodie
breeder seeking a champion sire, Melanie immerses herself in Connecticut's
high-stakes dog shows.

She partners with fellow breeder Sam Driver, only to discover troubling
secrets about his past. As Melanie navigates canine competitions, she
encounters a neighbor who despises poodles and uncovers a sinister plot

leading back to akiller who' s intent on keeping secrets buried.

In aworld where canine ambitions run high, Melanie learns that the desire to
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survive—and win—can have lethal consequences.

Praise for the Book:

- *Library Journal* callsit a*“special treat” thanksto its engaging writing,
suspense, and relatable single mother protagonist.

- *Publishers Weekly* dubs it a"bonanzafor dog lovers’ featuring a

captivating heroine in a fluidly-paced romantic mystery.
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Who should read thisbook A Pedigree To Die
For

"A Pedigreeto Die For" by Laurien Berenson is a must-read for cozy
mystery enthusiasts, particularly those who share alove for dogs and the dog
show community. Readers who enjoy lighthearted yet intriguing plots,
woven with humor and relatable characters, will find themselves captivated
by the story's blend of canine charm and suspense. Dog owners, pet lovers,
and fans of amateur sleuths will appreciate the intricacies of the dog show
world while solving the mystery alongside the protagonist. Additionally,
anyone seeking a delightful escape with awell-paced narrative and atouch

of whimsy will find this book to be a perfect companion.
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A Pedigree to Die For

Laurien Berenson

Mystery, Cozy Mystery

2002

Melanie Travis

Connecticut

Melanie Travis, a dog lover and breeder, gets embroiled in a murder
mystery when her dog show circuit intersects with a murder
investigation of a fellow breeder in the world of purebred dogs. As
she navigates through the competitive environment and personal
drama within the dog community, Melanie uncovers secrets and
motives leading to the culprit.

The bond between humans and dogs, competition, family dynamics,
and the search for truth.

Light-hearted, engaging, and humorous with elements of suspense.

Part of the Melanie Travis Mystery Series, appealing to fans of cozy
mysteries and animal lovers.
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1. Chapter 1: Introducing the World of Dog Shows and Melinda's Passion
2. Chapter 2: A Mysterious Death Shakes the Dog Show Community
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1. Chapter 1: Introducing the World of Dog
Shows and Melinda's Passion

In the heart of the picturesque town of Laurel Springs, the world of dog
shows thrived with vibrant energy and undeniable enthusiasm. The annual
dog show attracted local breeders, their families, and countless spectators, all
drawn together by the allure of pristine pooches and the fierce competition
that defined this unigue community. The atmosphere was filled with
excitement and anticipation, as participants showcased their meticulously
groomed breeds, strutting their stuff in the hopes of earning the coveted title
of Best in Show.

Amidst this bustling spectacle was Melinda Caldwell, a devoted dog lover
and an accomplished handler with a deep passion for the sport. Melinda's
interest in dog shows was sparked by her childhood experiencesin her
grandmother's kennel, where she learned the nuances of canine care and
handling at ayoung age. Her love for dogs blossomed into an unwavering
commitment, driven by both her desire to compete and her goal of

promoting the excellence of her cherished breeds—the Standard Poodle.

Melinda possessed an innate ability to connect with dogs, understanding
their unigue personalities and needs. This skill allowed her to train and
showcase her poodles with grace and precision. Her days were spent

immersed in the preparation routine, from bathing and grooming to
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practicing their movementsin the ring. For Melinda, every detail mattered,
and each event represented both a personal challenge and an opportunity to

cel ebrate the beauty of the canine world.

As she navigated the intricacies of dog shows, Melinda also forged
friendships with fellow breeders and exhibitors, a tight-knit group bound by
ashared love of dogs. Y et, the competitiveness of the show ring could not be
understated; tensions sometimes flared when rivalries emerged, fueled by
ambition and the desire to win. Melinda understood that the thrill of
competition was paired with the bittersweet reality that not every participant
could take home the trophy. Each triumph or loss added layersto her

experience, shaping her resilience and determination.

The dog show circuit became a backdrop not just for competition, but for a
community steeped in camaraderie and occasional strife. Behind the
glamorous fagade lay stories of perseverance, heartaches, and the endless
dedication that each handler poured into their craft. Melinda' s passion for
dog handling was a blend of joy and challenges, where every event was a

new opportunity to learn and grow in her beloved sport.

On the eve of amajor competition, with her poodles sparkling in their newly
groomed coats, Melinda felt an exhilarating mix of excitement and nerves.

As she prepared to step into the ring yet again, she couldn’t help but reflect
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on how deeply her life was intertwined with the world of dog shows, a
sphere that consumed her thoughts and dreams. Little did she know, this
year's dog show would not only test her skills as a handler but also plunge
her into a mystery that would shake the very foundation of her cherished

community.
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2. Chapter 2: A Mysterious Death Shakesthe
Dog Show Community

The dog show community was rocked by the sudden and tragic death of a
prominent figure, sending shockwaves through the tightly knit group of
enthusiasts. This shocking event unfolded shortly after the competition
concluded at the prestigious dog show hosted in the small town of Maple
Ridge.

As the contestants packed up their eek grooming tools and the last of the
pristine dog breeds strutted proudly out of the ring, whispers began to
circulate. The victim was none other than Harold Pickens, awell-known
judge in the dog show world, admired and respected for his keen eye for
exceptional canines. Harold was revered not just for his expertise but also
for hislarger-than-life personality that enlivened every event he graced with

his presence.

News of his untimely death initially alarmed attendees, who were eager to
dismissit asatragic accident, but it quickly became apparent that the
circumstances surrounding his demise were far murkier. Harold had been
found lifelessin his hotel suite, with no clear cause of death at first glance.
The ensuing investigation branded the incident as a potential homicide,

thrusting the dog show community into a state of panic.
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Participants, once consumed with the thrill of competition and the joy of
showcasing their beloved dogs, grew uncertain and fearful as they wondered
how a seemingly peaceful event could devolve into a crime scene. Fronted
by anxiety and suspicion, the attendees exchanged wary glances and
murmured specul ations about possible motives for the judge’ s unfortunate

end.

Harold had recently made headlines for favoring certain breeds over others,
decisions known to provoke heated debates among owners and breeders.
Some claimed that his eccentric judging style, combined with his sharp
criticisms, may have created enemies unwilling to forgive his unpredictable
preferences. Melinda, an avid participant and close friend of Harold, felt a

deep sense of loss, accompanied by a desperate urge to seek answers.

Furthermore, the clique atmosphere within the dog show world, with its
entrenched rivalries and long-standing feuds, contributed to an increasingly
hostile environment, ripe for suspicion. Melinda knew this community all
too well—the love for the dogs could easily mask the depths of jealousy and

competitive spirit that could turn fatal in a moment of rage.

As news spread like wildfire, the absence of Harold' s boisterous laughter
and insightful critiques left a gaping void, but it was the perplexing

circumstances surrounding his death that transformed grief into desire for
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justice. In acircle that had always prided itself on camaraderie and shared
passion, the sudden presence of fear and treachery threatened to dismantle

the very foundation of trust that bound the community together.

Determined to remember Harold not just as a victim but as a vibrant
presencein her life, Melinda made the decision to dig deeper, underscoring a
mission that would soon have her unraveling secrets embedded within the
competitive world of dog shows. She began to sense that there might be
more lurking beneath the surface—hidden rivalries, unspoken grudges, and
personal vendettas that could lead her to the truth about Harold’ s death.
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3. Chapter 3: Mdlinda's I nvestigation Uncovers
Hidden Rivalries and Secrets

As Melinda navigates the unfolding mystery of the dog show community,
the stakes rise higher than the pristine coats of the competing breeds.
Seeking clarity amidst the chaos, she delvesinto the web of relationships
that define the world she loves. Each interaction reveals intricate alliances
shadowed by jealousy and suspicion, painting a picture of a microcosm

where not al are as they seem.

Her investigation begins with the immediate aftermath of the tragic death
that rattled the community. Melinda first turns her attention to the
competitors at the most recent show, gathering insights from fellow dog
handlers and spectators who were present. Conversations crackle with
tension as she discoversrivalries that run deeper than just the competition

for blue ribbons.

She befriends several key figures, including the enigmatic and fiercely
competitive Laura, whose recent success with her prized terrier has drawn
both admirers and detractors. Laura's victory came after alongstanding feud
with another top handler, Greg, whose own upset at the show had left him
furious. Melinda senses the unspoken animosity ssmmering just below the
surface as she listens to whispered accusations and subtle jabs thrown back

and forth.
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As she continues to probe, Melinda uncovers secrets that some in the dog
show circuit have kept hidden. She learns that Greg had been working on a
controversial breeding project that some viewed as unethical. A few
whispers indicate that Laura had been the one to threaten revealing this
information, framing it as concern for the dogs but revealing a possible

motivation for a darker outcome.

Investigating further, Melinda discovers the role of social mediain fueling
theserivalries. A slew of anonymous posts criticizing competitors began just
prior to the incident, intensifying rivalries and stirring emotions. She starts
to piece together a narrative of how jealousy and ambition can easily breed
animosity, even leading to drastic actions. Melindarealizes that the online
persona of a handler can often mask the feelings of inadequacy and

competition that lurk beneath the surface.

Melinda' s keen instincts lead her to revisit previous dog shows, combing
through past events to find connections, and she stumbles upon old
testimonials from handlers who have seen firsthand the resentment brewing
in the ranks. These interviews reveal a surprising amount of backstabbing
and sabotage that have gone unnoticed, hinting that some competitors will

stop at nothing to secure their place atop the rankings.
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As she gathers more information, Melinda becomes more entangled in the
complicated dynamics of the dog show community, finding herself away
from the safety of her own handler’ s booth, often impassioned but wary of
the people she once considered friends. The scent of betrayal fillsthe air,
accompanied by the ever-present barking of the dogs, amplifying the

emotional turmoil within.

In a pivotal moment, Melinda crosses paths with an older, retired handler
named Doris who opens up about the underbelly of the dog shows—the
sacrifices made, the friendships broken, and the lengths to which people will
go to protect their interests. Doris's stories of cutthroat competition serve as
a stark reminder of why Melinda was drawn to thisworld in the first place,

but also highlight the darkness that can lurk behind the glamour.

By the end of the chapter, it becomes unmistakable that Melinda's initial
inquiry into atragic event has opened a Pandora's box. With each secret
revealed, the relationships between competitors shimmer with hidden
rivalries, and Melinda understands that she must tread carefully, as the truth
about the dog show community may shatter more than just the pedestal of
pride; it could risk her life and those of the dogs she adores.
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4. Chapter 4. CluesBegin to Add Up but L ead
to More Questions

As Méelinda navigates the world of dog shows, she finds herself increasingly
drawn into aweb of intrigue surrounding the death that has cast a shadow
over the community. The clues she begins to gather not only bring her closer
to understanding the event but also raise more questions than answers,

complicating her investigation.

Following leads from the dog show circuit, Melinda interviews fellow
competitors and finds inconsistencies in their stories. A rival handler, known
for her competitive edge and ruthless drive, seemsto have been particularly
agitated in the days leading up to the incident. Melinda notes that this
handler had been unusually focused on her own dogs' performances, which
raises red flags about the lengths to which she might go to secure awin. But
when Melinda presses for details, the handler becomes evasive, suggesting

there's more to her story than meets the eye.

At the same time, Méelinda uncovers a series of cryptic messages left on the
social media pages of various competitors. These posts hint at rivalries and
tensions that had not been visible to the casual observer. It becomes clear
that the competitive nature of the dog show world goes beyond mere
competitions; it's a cutthroat environment where personal and professional

conflicts can quickly spiral out of control. Each post she reads bringsto light
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another layer of drama, leading Melinda to wonder just how far some would

go to protect their reputations or retaliate against perceived dights.

Moreover, as she delves deeper, discussions with the local dog breeders and
trainers unveil anetwork of hidden alliances. Many have grievances and
long-held grudges against one another, complicating Melinda's
understanding of who might have a motive for harm. The more she
investigates, the more tangled the relationships appear, cementing the notion

that the community is not as tight-knit asit presentsitself to be.

Melinda also turns her attention to a seemingly innocuous detail: a particular
set of dog show trophies that have gone missing since the tragedy. With talk
of a secretive cache of awards, she realizes that the stakes are higher than she
anticipated. The thought that someone could be involved in theft alongside
potential foul play pushes her to question common narratives and reassess

the motives of her peers.

Despite her growing collection of leads, each clue she gathersleadsto
additional questions. Who stands to benefit from both the tragic event and
the disarray it has caused? As Melinda pieces the puzzle together, she faces
the daunting realization that in the world of dog shows, what often appears

to be innocent isjust afagade covering a much darker truth.,
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This chapter serves as acritical turning point in Melinda s investigation.
While clues begin to accumulate, the more she learns, the more she
recognizes the depth of betrayal and the complexities of rivalry that
permeate the community. The path to uncovering the truth becomes
increasingly convoluted, setting the stage for the turbulent journey ahead as
Melinda seeks to untangle the threads of deceit that hold the key to solving
the mystery.
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5. Chapter 5: The Twists of Deceit and the
Search for the Truth

Asthe investigation into the untimely death within the dog show community
deepens, Melinda begins to perceive a complex web of deceit festering
beneath the surface of what once seemed like a harmonious world. Each clue
she uncovers seemsto lead not only to more questions but also to potential
motives hidden in plain sight among her fellow exhibitors. With passionate
breeders vying for supremacy, Melindarealizes that competition can breed

profound jealousy and malice.

In her quest for truth, Melinda delves into the past relationships of the
victim. She discovers that the deceased was known to have made severa
enemies over the years, particularly among rival breeders who resented his
success. Conversations with other exhibitors reveal not only admiration for
the victim’ s skills but also veiled hostility and accusations of unethical
practices in breeding and showing dogs. The world of dog shows that
Melinda cherishes begins to revedl itself as a battleground of pride,
ambition, and betrayal.

As she connects the dots, Melinda finds herself entangled in a sinister game
of allegations and backstabbing. Dark rumors swirl around the various
competitors, and she is determined to sift through the gossip to unearth the

truth. A particularly insistive rival, who had always found fault with the
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deceased’' s methods, surfaces more frequently in Melinda's inquiries, raising
alarm bells. Was thisrivalry deep enough to call for murder? Melinda' s
instincts tell her to be cautious, she must navigate these treacherous waters
with both tenacity and caution, aware that the truth might come with

unexpected danger.

During several late-night stakeouts at the dog show grounds and discreet
meetings in quieter corners, she begins forming alliances with those willing
to speak. Some are reluctant, fearing retribution within a closely-knit
community that prizesloyalty among its members. Y et, as Melinda applies
her experience as a breeder not just to her dogs but to human behavior, she
starts to see patterns—connections between adversaries that weave through

much of the community.

In abold move, Méelinda organizes a gathering inviting amix of participants
from the dog show, subtly hoping to pry open the tightly shut lips of the
attendees. Through cleverly controlled conversations, Melinda probes into
each guest’ s history with the victim, observing their reactions carefully.
What starts as a seemingly innocent networking event soon morphsinto a
charged atmosphere where tension is pal pable. She observes side glances
and faintly masked insults—fleeting moments that reveal the raw

undercurrents of resentment lingering beneath the surface.
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As Méelinda sifts through the turmoil, she stumbles upon incongruitiesin the
stories presented by some exhibitors. Each conversation yields snippets of
information that when pieced together form a clearer picture, hinting at
another layer of deceit. The mix of deception and genuine fear among her
peers adds to the urgency of her mission. Who could she trust? Every smile

perhaps held aknife behind it; every polite word could be hiding venom.

The quest for truth transforms into something more than just clearing her
name and solving a mystery; it becomes a personal journey of understanding
the extent people are willing to go to achieve their dreams, as well as the
lengths they might resort to in order to protect their secrets. As Melinda
inches closer to piece together this intricate puzzle, she must brace herself
for the painful truths that may shatter her perceptions of camaraderie within
the dog show world.
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6. Chapter 6: Unraveling the Mystery Against
the Backdrop of Dog Breeds

As Melinda navigated the intricate and oftentimes treacherous world of dog
shows, her investigation into the recent death in the community deepened,
revealing atapestry woven with the distinct threads of various dog breeds
and the passionate enthusiasts associated with them. Each breed had its
champions and detractors, and the show scene thrummed with rivalries that
often bubbled just beneath the surface.

Every encounter in the grooming area, every whispered conversation by the
judges, hinted at complex histories layered with competition and envy.
Certain dog breeds drew more attention, their beauty and prestige
overshadowing others. For instance, the elegant Afghan Hound, with its long
flowing coat and poised demeanor seemed to captivate the judges
imaginations. Meanwhile, the robust Rottweiler evoked a different kind of

admiration, often drawing scrutiny and prejudice despite its gentle nature.

Melinda found herself attending grooming sessions where breeders
highlighted the virtues of their respective breeds. Such interactions
illuminated the personalities behind the dogs, each story often revealing
motivations that occasionally extended beyond the loving care of their furry
companions. The fervor of a Poodle enthusiast went hand-in-hand with their

fierce determination to win. Disparaging comments about other breeds could
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sometimes be heard in passing, suggesting rivalries which paled in

comparison to the highly charged tensions surrounding the recent incident.

Asthe mystery unraveled, it became clear that some breeders had taken
extreme measures to protect their standing in the competitive landscape.
Melindarecalled overhearing whispers of an unscrupulous breeder rumored
to have sabotaged others by manipulating dog health tests or even tampering
with entries leading up to shows. This thought left her on edge — could the
death she was investigating be linked to these sinister tactics? The passionate
pursuit of titles and accol ades often eclipsed any sense of camaraderie, and it

was beginning to feel asthough it could escalate into something unthinkable.

It also became apparent that some dog breeds possessed an ailmost cult-like
following, with enthusiasts forming cliques that excluded newcomers,
creating an insular atmosphere ripe for jealousy and discord. As Melinda
sifted through the connections between various dog lovers and the deceased,
she noted how passion could morph into obsession, driving individuals to

extreme lengths to defend their pride and prestige.

Her visits to different dog shows started to paint a picture of a painstaking
hierarchy established not just by the dogs pedigree but also by the social
dynamics of those who owned them. The emergence of new breeds and

crossbreeding practices added another layer of complexity. Each breed's
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supporters often clung fiercely to their preferences, dismissing others as
inferior, which fueled disputes and fostered animosity that Melinda now

recognized as crucia to her investigation.

In her quest for answers, she carefully catalogued the connections between
the dogs on display and their owners, tracking behaviors and alliances that
might lead her closer to the truth behind the death. With each new gathering
at dog shows, she became more aware of the undercurrents of rivalry that ran
deeper than mere competition for ribbons; they cut to the very heart of
identity and pride in their beloved breeds.

Thus, as Melinda continued to dig, the dog breeds became more than just
breeds:. they represented the aspirations and toxic rivalries among their
owners, all of which intertwined critically with the ongoing mystery. Amid
the sounds of yapping and the sight of perfectly groomed coats, Melinda
could not shake the feeling that the answers she sought were buried
somewhere deep within the cacophony of competition, rivalry, and the

blindsiding passion of those willing to do anything to come out on top.
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5Key Quotes of A Pedigree To Die For

1. "Inthe end, it’s not just about the dogs we love but the people we meet

along the way who define our lives."

2. " Sometimes the best clues come from those we least expect, proving that

wisdom can be found in all walks of life."

3. "Loyalty runs deeper than blood, and some bonds are forged in the fires of
adversity."

4. "The past may shape us, but it is our choices that ultimately define who

we become."

5. "Life, much like dog shows, is all about presentation, but true beauty lies

in the heart."
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What are your reading goals?

ﬁ Be a better parent

You must use your mind to

get things off your mind.
> Improve social skills
- Getting Things Done
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[ ‘@ Improve management skills ] Key Insight 1
T T * K ourself.
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o Be an effective person — Gain insight into human nature

@ Open mind with new knowledge

1 Qurlives are sh
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(5) Make more money

L Be healthy

Key Insight 2

<) Be happy
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