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About the book

Discover Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein” - A Collector's Delight

Step into the eerie realm of Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," a pivotal gothic
horror novel that has captivated readers since its debut in 1818. This
exquisite deluxe edition revitalizes Shelley's iconic narrative of ambition and
its catastrophic consequences, bringing to life the tale of brilliant scientist

Victor Frankenstein and the formidable creature he creates by mistake.

Inside this special edition, you'll find:

- Complete 1818 Text: Experience the original language and spirit of
Shelley's masterpiece.

- Stunning Illustrations: Enjoy 25 breathtaking full-page artworks by John
Coulthart, famed World Fantasy Award-winning artist.

- Bonus Content: Dive deeper with complementary works such as John
Polidori’s* The Vampyre* and Lord Byron's poem “The
Darkness’—produced during the esteemed 1818 competition that inspired

* Frankenstein®.
This unigue volume not only revisits the thought-provoking themes and
unforgettable characters of the narrative but also serves as a visually striking

addition to any horror or science fiction enthusiast's library.

Distinctive Features:
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- Eye-catching cover art
- Luxurious gilded page edges

- Elegant ribbon marker

More than just a book, this collectible hardcover edition represents an
immortal sagareborn, perfect for those who appreciate classic literature,
horror fiction, and exceptional memorabilia. Treat yourself or gift it to a
fellow literary aficionado—this extraordinary * Frankenstein* edition is sure

to enchant.
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Who should read this book Frankenstan

"Frankenstein" by Mary Shelley, illustrated by John Coulthart, isa
must-read for anyone interested in literature that explores the complexities
of human nature, ethicsin science, and the quest for knowledge. It appealsto
fans of gothic fiction, as well as those who appreciate thought-provoking
narratives that delve into themes of creation, isolation, and the consequences
of societal rejection. Additionally, students of literature, philosophy, and
psychology will find it enriching, asit raises critical questions about
responsibility and the dark sides of ambition. Moreover, art enthusiasts can
appreciate Coulthart's illustrations, which enhance the emotional depth of
thistimelesstale, making it suitable for both vintage literature aficionados

and contemporary readers.
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Title

Author

lllustrator

Published

Genre

Main
Characters

Setting

Plot
Summary

Themes

Literary
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Frankenstein

Mary Shelley

John Coulthart

1818

Gothic Fiction, Science Fiction

Victor Frankenstein, the Creature, Elizabeth Lavenza, Henry Clerval,
Robert Walton

Late 18th century, Europe (Geneva, Ingolstadt, the Arctic)

Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist, becomes obsessed with
creating life and assembles a creature from body parts. Upon
bringing the creature to life, Victor is horrified by its appearance and
abandons it. The creature, seeking companionship and acceptance,
Is met with rejection and hostility. In a quest for revenge against
Victor, the creature causes hardships for his loved ones. Victor
pursues the creature to the Arctic to confront it. The story explores
themes of creation, responsibility, isolation, and the quest for
knowledge.

The dangers of unchecked ambition, the quest for identity, the nature
of humanity, the consequences of isolation, ethics of scientific
exploration

Frame narrative, symbolism, foreshadowing, allusions, gothic
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Title Frankenstein

Devices elements

Considered one of the earliest examples of science fiction, addresses
ethical considerations of scientific advancements and the
responsibilities of creator towards their creation. Inspires numerous
adaptations in film, theater, and literature.

Impact
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Frankenstein Summary Chapter List

1. Introduction: The Origins of Victor Frankenstein and His Ambitions
2. The Creation of the Creature and Its Consequences

3. Victor's Torment and the Pursuit of Happiness

4. Innocence Lost: The Creature's Journey of Isolation

5. The Climax of Revenge: Confrontation Between Creator and Creation

6. The Tragic Conclusion: Fate of Victor and His Monster
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1. Introduction: The Originsof Victor
Frankenstein and His Ambitions

Victor Frankenstein, the protagonist of Mary Shelley’ s groundbreaking
novel, stands as a symbol of the relentless pursuit of knowledge and the
Inherent consegquences that such ambition can provoke. Hailing from
Geneva, Victor is born into a privileged family, endowed with resources and
nurtured by an environment of intellectual stimulation. From ayoung age, he
is passionately inclined towards the study of natural philosophy and the
secrets of life. Influenced by the works of scientists such as the alchemist
Paracel sus and the modern ideas of histime, he becomes enamored with the

concept of reanimating dead matter.

This fascination lays the groundwork for Victor's ventures into the uncharted
territories of science, eventually leading him to the fateful decision to create
life. Driven by adesire to conquer the boundaries of death and to elevate
humanity through his discoveries, Victor isolates himself from friends and
family, becoming consumed by his research. His ambition is palpable as he
fervently digs deeper into the mysteries of life, convinced that he can unlock

the very essence of existenceitself.

As Victor delvesinto his unorthodox studies, he spends countless hours
conducting experiments in a secluded laboratory, desperately seeking to

harness the forces of nature. He believes that through his efforts, he can not

i ]
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only overcome death but also achieve akind of god-like status by becoming
the architect of lifeitself. This quest for glory blinds him to the ethical
implications of hiswork; he views himself as a pioneer of scientific
advancement, eager to be the first to achieve what others deem impossible.
Y et this intense obsession comes at a cost, alienating him from his loved
ones and ultimately leading him down a path filled with despair and

unforeseen consequences.

Victor’ s duality liesin his brilliance paired with his hubris—a precursor to
tragedy. His ambition drives him to create a being, but the moment of birth
fills him with horror rather than triumph. Unprepared for the repercussions
of his actions, he abandons his creation, setting in motion aterrifying chain
of events that transcend the confines of hisinitial intentions. This
introduction not only establishes Victor Frankenstein as a beacon of
scientific ambition but also foreshadows the catastrophic fallout that will
stem from hisinability to foresee the ramifications of tampering with the
natural order. In thisway, the origins of Victor Frankenstein emerge as a
cautionary tale about the pursuit of knowledge without moral consideration,
laying the stage for the darker themes that will unfold in thistimeless

narrative.
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2. The Creation of the Creature and Its
Consequences

In Mary Shelley’s "Frankenstein,” the electrifying moment of creation marks
apivotal turning point in both Victor Frankenstein's life and the trajectory of
the creature he brings to existence. Consumed by his ambition and a zeal for
discovery, Victor dedicates himself to unraveling the secrets of lifeitself. He
immerses himself in his studies, particularly fascinated by the principles of
galvanism and the potential of reanimating dead matter. His secluded
obsession escal ates to the grotesque when he gathers body parts from
cadavers, driven by an insatiable desire to transcend the limitations of

human mortality.

Upon the culmination of his scientific endeavors, Victor successfully
animates his creation—a being possessing intelligence, physical strength,
and a strikingly human appearance. Y et, the moment the creature awakens,
Victor is horrified by the reality of his actions. Instead of achieving glory, he
finds himself confronted with a monstrous visage and the terrifying
consequences of his reckless ambition. Overwhelmed by disgust and terror,

Victor abandons his creation, fleeing from the very being he brought to life.

This abandonment has catastrophic repercussions, not only for Victor but for
the creature as well. Left alone and shunned by society, the creature

experiences profound isolation and a desperate longing for acceptance and
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companionship. The contrast between the initial excitement of creation and
the grim aftermath highlights the ethical dilemmas surrounding scientific

exploration and the responsibilities of a creator toward their creation.

Victor's rejection leaves a deep mark on the creature, which evolves from a
being seeking love and belonging to one filled with rage and a sense of
betrayal. The consequences of Victor's ambition extend beyond personal
anguish; they ripple into the lives of those around him, leading to the loss of
innocent lives and the deepening of Victor's own misery. The creature, inits
guest for vengeance against its creator, initiates atragic cycle of violence
and retribution, serving as a grim reminder of the inherent dangers

associated with playing God.

Ultimately, the act of creation becomes a curse for Victor, prompting
reflections on hismoral and ethical obligations. Shelley not only addresses
the perils of unchecked ambition but also illuminates the complexities of
parenthood, responsibility, and the yearning for acceptance. The
consequences of Victor's creation reverberate throughout the narrative,
foreshadowing the impending tragedy that ensues, as both creator and

creation find themselves ensnared in their mutual despair.
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3. Victor's Torment and the Pur suit of
Happiness

Victor Frankenstein, consumed by his insatiable ambition and desire for
knowledge, finds himself spiraling into a profound internal conflict
following the creation of his creature. Initially, his quest to unlock the
secrets of life becomes a consuming obsession, driving him to isolate
himself from family and friends in pursuit of scientific enlightenment.
However, the moment Victor brings his creation to life, heis struck by
horror and regret. The beautiful dream of creating life is shattered, leaving

him with a grotesque being that embodies his ultimate failure.

As the consequences of his actions unfold, Victor is plagued by guilt and
horror. The creature, abandoned and alone after itsinitial, desperate quest for
acceptance is met with regjection and fear, seeks to understand its purpose
and place in the world. Victor, meanwhile, is haunted by the deaths of his
loved ones. The creature's wrath is directed towards those Victor holds dear,
leading to a series of tragedies that further deegpen Victor's despair. The joy
he once sought through his ambitionsis replaced with a relentless torment

that gnaws at his conscience.

Victor’s pursuit of happiness transformsinto an elusive goal marred by his
own creation. Despite his privileged background and the potential for a

content life, he becomes increasingly withdrawn, experiencing intense
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feelings of anxiety and despair. Victor's mind is a battleground, with his
ambitions driving him toward isolation, ultimately leaving him desolate. The
more he reflects on his failures and the havoc wreaked by his creature, the

more he becomes entangled in aweb of self-loathing and regret.

The only reprieve from his obsessive torment is the fleeting moments of
hope he experiences when contemplating the restoration of hisformer
life—through the love and companionship of those he has tragically lost.

Y et, the shadow of his choices looms large, reminding him that happiness
now feels unattainable. Each life taken by the creature is areminder that his
pursuit of personal glory came at a horrific cost. Victor realizes, evenin his
attempts to contain the creature's wrath, that he has unleashed forces beyond

his control, trapping him in a cycle of despair from which there is no escape.

In his desperate desire to reclaim his happiness, Victor sees the creature not
just as areflection of his scientific hubris but also as a source of his
profound torment. The responsibility he bears for creating life he cannot
nurture becomes an inescapabl e burden. The happiness he once yearned for
dips further from his grasp as he faces the monstrous consequences of his
ambition. His pursuit of joy leads only to anguish, trapping him in an
unending sorrow wrought by his own hand, leaving him haunted by the
specter of what could have been had he embraced his responsibilities as a

creator.
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4. Innocence Lost: The Creature's Journey of
| solation

Upon coming to life, the Creature awakens to aworld that is as beautiful as
it isterrifying. He possesses the instinctual desires for companionship and
love, yet heisimmediately confronted with horror and rejection. Hisfirst
moments are filled with confusion and fear, as he grapples with the reality of
his existence and the grotesque form he inhabits. This physical monstrosity,
aculmination of Victor Frankenstein’'s ambitious experiment, becomes the

foundation for hisisolation.

Initially, the Creature seeks solace in the woods, where nature provides a
refuge from the judgment and disdain of humanity. He wanders alone,
observing the lives of others from a distance. In a hidden hovel adjoining a
small cottage, he watches a family—the De L aceys—whose kindness and
warmth starkly contrast his own experiences. Their interactions evoke in him
aprofound longing for acceptance and companionship, igniting aflicker of

hope that he might one day be embraced by society.

As he secretly observes, the Creature learns language, social norms, and the
depth of human emotions. He becomes deeply moved by the family’s

struggles and joys, harboring an admiration for the love and connection they
share. He longs to be part of their world, to introduce himself and bridge the

chasm of loneliness that plagues him. However, he remains paralyzed by the
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fear of rgjection, aware that his appearance may provoke horror rather than
affection. The incessant torment of hisisolation weighs heavily on him,

leaving him desperate yet hopeless.

In an effort to reach out to the De Lacey family, he attempts to make himself
known to the blind patriarch, who cannot judge him by his appearance alone.
The Creature' s plan is thwarted when the other family members return.
Instead of finding acceptance, he becomes the target of violence and
repulsion. Thelir reaction, marked by fear and hatred, solidifies his
understanding of the depth of his alienation. The harsh reality of rgjection

hits him with brutal force, shattering his remaining innocence and hope.

Stripped of any delusions of connection, the Creature's journey transforms
from one of yearning to an exploration of vengeance. The warmth he once
associated with humanity morphsinto abitter realization that love is forever
beyond his reach. The innocence lost in hisinitial belief that he could attain
companionship plays a pivotal role in shaping his tragic identity. What once
began as a quest for belonging devolves into a narrative driven by despair
and retribution against the father who abandoned him—Victor Frankenstein.
Through the pain of isolation, the Creature's existential plight catalyzes his
evolution from a seeker of love into a harbinger of vengeance, setting the

stage for the tumultuous clash between creator and creation.
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5. The Climax of Revenge: Confrontation
Between Creator and Creation

AsVictor Frankenstein's life spirals into chaos, the tension between him and
his creation reaches its zenith, culminating in a confrontation that is both
heartbreaking and inevitable. After the creature takes the life of Victor's
beloved Elizabeth, a devastating act of vengeance aimed at his creator for
the relentless suffering he has endured, Victor is driven by an insatiable
desire for revenge. This pivotal moment serves not only as the climax of the
narrative but aso as a profound commentary on the consequences of

Victor’s hubris and neglect.

The confrontation takes place amid the haunting desolation of the Arctic,
symbolizing both the emotional coldness of Victor’s scientific ambition and
the isolation experienced by both the creator and the creature. Fueled by rage
and despair, Victor pursues his monster across the icy wilderness, vowing to
destroy the being he brought to life. The chase is relentless; both characters
embody opposite facets of atragic dichotomy: Victor, the ambitious scientist
consumed by guilt and despair, and the creature, a sentient being grappling

with its own existence and an overwhelming sense of abandonment.

In their climactic meeting, Victor and the creature engage in adialogue
laden with emotion and philosophical inquiry. The creature confronts Victor,

accusing him of creating alife without considering the responsibilities that
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such an action entailed. It revealsits profound loneliness, anger, and desire
for companionship, emphasizing that its monstrous actions are a reflection of
the torment and isolation imposed by Victor’s rejection. This moment is
stegped in irony; the creature, although monstrous in form, articul ates deep
feelings of sorrow and longing for understanding, presenting Victor with an

indictment of his own moral failures.

Victor, on the other hand, is engulfed by rage and horror at the consequences
of his scientific transgressions. He sees the creature not just as an
abomination but as a painful reminder of his own failures and the innocent
liveslost due to his ambition. The two are locked in a cycle of blame and
guilt, neither willing to recognize their shared humanity, lost to vengeance
and despair. The hostility culminatesin Victor’' s declaration to hunt and
destroy his creation, igniting a violent clash between creator and creation,

where the lines of morality and monstrousness blur painfully.

This confrontation is not merely a battle of strength but an intricate
exploration of complex themes, including vengeance, responsibility, and the
guest for identity. Ultimately, it becomes clear that each is areflection of the
other’ s darkness. Victor’ s relentless pursuit of revenge parallels the
creature's own tragic narrative of loss and abandonment, as both become
ensnared in a cycle of violence that they cannot escape. The poignant

realization dawns on Victor that in his quest to conquer death through
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creation, he has unleashed not just abeing of flesh but the darker aspects of
human nature itself. This climax sets the stage for the tragic conclusion,
where both characters must face the consequences of their actions, forever

altered by the knowledge that their fates are intertwined.
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6. The Tragic Conclusion: Fate of Victor and
His Monster

In the tragic conclusion of Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein,” the harrowing
fates of both Victor Frankenstein and his monstrous creation converge,
highlighting the dire consequences of ambition and the longing for
acceptance. Victor, once a passionate and driven young scientist, isnow a
broken man consumed by guilt and regret. His relentless pursuit of
knowledge and the glory of creating life hasled him to ruin not only his own

life but also the lives of those he dearly loved.

After the death of his beloved Elizabeth, whom the creature murders on their
wedding night as an act of vengeance against Victor, the depth of Victor's
despair becomes unbearable. He realizes that his ambition has irrevocably
altered the course of hislife and the lives of those around him. Consumed by
sorrow for the loved ones lost and the chaos unleashed by his creation,
Victor istormented by the realization that he has given life to abeing
capable of immense suffering and destruction. In his grief, he vows to
confront the creature, believing that only by facing the consequences of his

actions can he find some semblance of peace or closure.

The creature, on the other hand, is atragic figure, shaped by regjection and
isolation. As he journeys through the world, he experiences profound

loneliness and despair, yearning for companionship but only finding hatred
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and fear. In hismind, Victor isnot just his creator but also the embodiment
of his misery and suffering. When Victor and the creature finally meet in the
icy wilderness of the North Pole, their confrontation is not just one of creator
and creation but also a clash of their intertwined fates. The creature
expresses his anguish and rage, revealing how he has suffered due to Victor's

negligence and abandonment.

Despite their shared despair, the confrontation is tainted with deep
misunderstandings. Victor sees only the monster that has wreaked havoc,
while the creature sees only a deeply flawed man who has forsaken him.
Their dialogue brings forth themes of responsibility, the nature of humanity,
and the destructive power of obsession. The battles they embark on are not
simply physical, but also moral and philosophical, challenging the very

essence of what it meansto be alive.

In the end, Victor’srelentless pursuit of the creature brings him to hisown
demise as he collapses into ilIness from exhaustion and despair, ultimately
succumbing to the harsh icy conditions. He dies with the weight of his
failures heavy upon him, leaving the creature to grapple with his own
existence, filled with sorrow and regret for the lives lost. The final scenes
depict the creature mourning his creator's death, contemplating the futility of
vengeance and the ultimate loneliness of hislife. In a poignant act of

self-awareness, the creature expresses a desire for redemption, indicating
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that he too longs for reconciliation and understanding.

Thus, the tragic conclusion of Victor Frankenstein and his monster serves as
a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked ambition, the dire
conseguences of isolation, and the eternal struggle for acceptance and
understanding in aworld filled with prejudice and fear. Their intertwined
destinies illustrate the profound complexity of human emotions and the dire
repercussions of creating without considering the responsibilities that

accompany life.
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5 Key Quotes of Frankenstein

1. | ought to be thy Adam, but | am rather the fallen angel.

2. Beware; for | am fearless, and therefore powerful.

3. Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great and sudden change.

4. | am aone and miserable. man will not associate with me; but one as

miserable as myself would pity me.

5. You are my Creator, but | am your master; obey!
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