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About the book

Discovering Faith: Andrew Klavan's Journey

At fifty years old, Andrew Klavan faced an unexpected moment: baptism.
His book, The Great Good Thing chronicles a profound journey of personal
exploration, detailing how aman raised in an era of skepticism shed his

long-held beliefs to uncover ultimate truths.

About Andrew Klavan

A renowned author known for gripping thrillers—such as True Crime and
Don’'t Say a Word—K lavan hails from a Jewish community in suburban
New Y ork. Despite his success, he spent most of hislife as an agnostic,
disconnected from his childhood faith. Thisinternal conflict led him to
confront universal questions that many believers wrestle with:

- How can | be certain in my faith?

- What is the truth, and how can | attain knowledge of it?

- How can we navigate daily life and make choices without clear answers?

A Troubled Path

In The Great Good Thing, Klavan reveals his tumultuous upbringing, which
pushed him into the realm of fiction. He evolved into a solitary writer
battling feelings of rage, depression, and suicidal thoughts that stemmed

from his turmoll.
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Throughout this struggle, Klavan sensed an undeniable divine calling—first
ignited during a Christmas at his favorite babysitter’ s house, then resonating
through the miraculous moment of his daughter's birth, and even echoed by
a baseball game on the brink of despair. Ultimately, it was through
stories—both those he cherished and those he crafted—that he perceived the

essence of God.

An Invitation to Reflect
Join Andrew Klavan as he navigates the significance of belief, the necessity
of grappling with difficult questions, and the transformative impact of

sharing one's narrative.
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Who should read thisbook The Great Good
Thing

"The Great Good Thing" by Andrew Klavan is a captivating read for young
adults and mature readers alike who appreciate stories that blend fantasy
with profound moral themes. It particularly resonates with those who enjoy
tales of self-discovery, courage, and the power of imagination in overcoming
adversity. Additionally, educators and parents seeking meaningful literature
that sparks discussions about ethics and personal growth will find this book
invaluable. Fans of Klavan's unique storytelling, which often intertwines

suspense with philosophical inquiries, will also deeply appreciate this work.
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Title
Author
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Published
Setting

Main
Character

Themes

Plot
Summary

Key
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Target
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The Great Good Thing

Andrew Klavan

Fantasy, Adventure, Young Adult

2000

A fantastical world called the Backpack

A young girl named Moxie

Courage, Friendship, Adventure, Growth, Good vs Evil

The story follows Moxie as she embarks on a quest to find the Great
Good Thing, a powerful artifact that can bring peace and harmony to
her world. Along the way, she faces challenges and confronts villains,
learning valuable lessons about herself and the nature of good and
evil.

Moxie - The protagonist; Glorious - Moxie's mentor; Evil Wizard - The
antagonist

Young adults and children
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Title The Great Good Thing

Notable Combines fantasy with moral lessons; Encourages readers to
Aspects embrace courage and goodness
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The Great Good Thing Summary Chapter List
1. Introduction: Setting the Stage for an Incredible Story

2. Chapter 1: A Young Boy's Journey into a Perilous And Fantastical World
3. Chapter 2: The Struggles of Choosing Between Good and Evil

4. Chapter 3: The Importance of Friendship in Times of Darkness

5. Chapter 4: Uncovering Hidden Truths About Love and Sacrifice

6. Chapter 5: The Climax: Facing the Ultimate Dilemma

7. Conclusion: Reflections on Hope, Redemption, and the Nature of

Goodness
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1. Introduction: Setting the Stage for an
Incredible Story

In "The Great Good Thing," Andrew Klavan weaves atae that draws
readers into arich and imaginative world, where the boundaries between
reality and fantasy blur, and the stakes are profoundly high. The story begins
by establishing a vivid landscape filled with memorable characters, each
wrestling with their destinies and the weight of their choices. Klavan artfully
sets the stage for an exploration of universal themes such as the nature of
good and evil, the power of friendship, and the complexities inherent in love

and sacrifice.

The backdrop of the narrative is not merely afantastical realm; it also
mirrors the struggles faced in our everyday lives. Klavan’ s writing transports
us into a universe where ayoung boy, seeking adventure and purpose,
embarks on ajourney that is as perilous as it is enlightening. Thisinitia
setting allows readers to immerse themselves fully in the protagonist's
experiences and challenges, making the forthcoming trials and triumphs all

the more poignant.

As the introduction unfolds, we are introduced to the boy's dreams and
aspirations. Klavan skillfully encapsulates his hopes, instilling a sense of
anticipation for the fascinating adventures that lie ahead. It is within this

narrative framework that a profound transformation begins, laying the
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groundwork for a story rich with meaning and significance.

Moreover, the introduction serves as an invitation to readersto reflect on
their own lives, encouraging them to ponder the choices they make and the
moral dilemmas they face. Klavan masterfully hints at the central conflicts
that will arise, teasing the battles between light and darkness that will propel
the narrative forward. By grounding the story in relatable themes, he invites
audiences to accompany the protagonist on his quest not only through an

enchanting landscape but also through a deeper, philosophical journey.

Through this introduction, Klavan prepares us for an incredible story that
promises to entertain, challenge, and inspire. Aswe turn the page to Chapter
1, the stage is set for a young boy's unforeseen journey into a perilous and
fantastical world, one that will forever alter his understanding of life, love,

and the essence of true goodness.
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2. Chapter 1: A Young Boy'sJourney into a
Perilous And Fantastical World

In the enchanting tale presented in "The Great Good Thing," readers are
introduced to a young boy whose life is about to be forever altered in ways
beyond his wildest imagination. The story begins in a seemingly ordinary
setting, yet hints at the extraordinary adventures that lie ahead for its
protagonist. The boy, feeling the constraints of his mundane existence,
yearns for something more — athrill, a quest, a chance to escape the
predictability of hisdaily life.

The narrative opens with vivid imagery that paints the picture of a small
town where each day is much like the last. The boy, whose name is soon
revealed, has a vibrant imagination and finds solace in the worlds crafted in
novels he devours and the stories woven by those around him. He dreams of
heroes, mystical lands, and epic battles against darkness. It isthrough a
series of extraordinary events that his dreams begin to manifest, thrusting

him into arealm filled with wonders and dangers.

One fateful afternoon, enticed by an inexplicable calling, the boy discovers
an old, mysterious book in the attic of his home. The book radiates an
otherworldly glow, pulling him closer and whispering secrets of aworld
where magic and marvel coexist. As he opens the pages, heis enveloped in a

swirl of shimmering light, far removed from the grayness of reality. The
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moment is poignant; it feels asif the very essence of adventure isreaching

out to him.

Upon tumbling through the book's pages, the boy emergesin afantastical
landscape teeming with life and mystery. Each corner houses breathtaking
sights—Iush fields extending beyond the horizon, towering mountains
enveloped in clouds, and rivers that shimmer like liquid glass. However, this
new world is not merely aplayground of dreams; it hasits own set of rules
and dangers. It isaland where creatures of legend roam, and the air is thick

with the tension of an age-old struggle between good and evil.

As he traverses this vibrant yet perilous land, the boy encounters a variety of
characters, both whimsical and dark. From eccentric wizards who seem
friendly but harbor secret agendas to ferocious beasts that guard ancient
secrets, every interaction brings him closer to understanding the complex
dynamics of thisworld. He feels excitement coursing through him, but
aongside it, a creeping sense of fear. Each step taken isrife with the

potential for danger, challenging his courage in ways he never expected.

The boy’ s journey is not merely geographical; it symbolizes arite of
passage. He learns to navigate friendships and rivalries, to unearth hidden
skills within himself, and to confront fears that echo from his innermost self.

Every encounter teaches him valuable life lessons about trust, bravery, and

i ]
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the weight of his choices. Just as he beginsto find his footing in this new
reality, he recognizes that hisjourney has a purpose — an underlying quest

that will test his character and resolve.

As Chapter 1 unfolds, setting the stage for the magnificent challenges that
await, readers are left with a sense of anticipation. The boy’s desire to
become a hero mirrors that of countless others, yet this particular tale
promises to delve deeper into the moral complexities of his adventures. The
magical world isrich with possibilities, yet it is tinged with shadows,
signaling that the road ahead will be fraught with trials that test the very
essence of good versus evil. What lies beyond the horizon beckons, and the
boy's adventures have only just begun, setting the stage for a compelling
saga that explores the heart of humanity itself.
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3. Chapter 2: The Struggles of Choosing
Between Good and Evil

In "The Great Good Thing," Andrew Klavan intricately explores the critical
theme of good versus evil through the internal struggles faced by its
characters, particularly the protagonist, ayoung boy at the crossroads of
morality. This chapter delvesinto the nuances of choice, areflection of the

universal conflict that resonates within each individual.

As the young boy navigates through the perilous world he has unwittingly
stumbled into, heisforced to confront numerous ethical dilemmas that
compel him to weigh the consequences of his actions. The enchanting yet
treacherous landscape surrounding him is laden with temptations that blur
the lines between right and wrong. He encounters figures that embody the
seductive alure of evil, teaching him that darkness can often masquerade as

something beautiful and appealing.

In his journey, the boy meets allies and adversaries, each representing
different approaches to morality. Some characters encourage him to follow
his heart, often leading him toward choices that feel gratifying in the
moment but ultimately unveil a darker side of those choices. Conversely,
other characters emphasize the importance of virtue, presenting amore

challenging path that requires self-discipline and perseverance.
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This struggle is not merely external; it works its way into the boy's psyche,
where he grapples with feelings of fear, doubt, and guilt. Every decision he
makes hinges on the values he was taught, creating an intense inner conflict
that captivates the reader. He longs to be heroic and do good, yet the allure
of power and acceptance from those he admires tempts him down a
precarious path. The precarious nature of these choices forces him to ponder
deep philosophical questions. What does it truly mean to be good? Isit

enough to act in one's own interest if it brings about happiness?

Through riveting dialogue and vivid imagery, Klavan masterfully conveys
the weight of these decisions and their ramifications. The boy'sjourney is
emblematic of the human experience, echoing the struggles many facein
their own lives when it comes to morality. He discovers that sometimes
good actions can lead to pain and sacrifice, while some seemingly innocent
choices may lead to unforeseen consequences that affect not only himself

but those around him.

As the chapter unfolds, the boy's realizations become pivotal. He beginsto
understand that the essence of goodnessis rooted in selflessness and the
courage to stand against darkness, regardless of what it may cost him
personally. This enlightenment pushes him toward a path of not just
choosing good but becoming the embodiment of good in aworld where evil

isenticingly close at hand.
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Ultimately, Chapter 2 of “The Great Good Thing” serves as acritical
reflection on the struggles between good and evil, illuminating the difficult
choices that define character and shape destinies. The chapter leaves readers
contemplating their own battles as they, like the young boy, must weigh

their decisions against the stark realities of aworld rife with moral

ambiguity.
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4. Chapter 3. The I mportance of Friendship in
Times of Darkness

In "The Great Good Thing," Andrew Klavan masterfully illustrates how
friendship serves as a beacon of hope in the darkest of times. Asthe
protagonist navigates through a perilous world filled with danger and moral
ambiguity, it becomes increasingly clear that the bonds of companionship

play acrucia role in maintaining one's courage and resolve.

At this stage of the story, the protagonist faces overwhelming challenges that
threaten not only his physical safety but also his moral compass. It is during
these moments of trial that the support of friends becomesinvaluable.
Klavan emphasizes how friendship offers not only emotional solace but also
practical assistance in navigating difficult situations. Each character that the
protagonist encounters brings unique strengths and perspectives that enhance

their ability to confront the malevolent forces threatening their world.

The narrative delves into the dynamics of these friendships, revealing how
they are forged in the crucible of adversity. Each friend represents a crucia
pillar of support—a voice of reason, a source of laughter, or a partner in
battle. Klavan showsthat it is not merely the act of having friends that
matters, but the quality of those relationships that can inspire resiliencein

the face of despair.
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In times of darkness, when hope seems elusive, the protagonist’ s friends
encourage him to hold onto hisideals and illuminate a path forward. The
shared experiences that bind them create an unbreakable coalition against the
darkness, reminding readers of the intrinsic value of camaraderie. Klavan
artfully depicts moments of levity and warmth amidst turmoil, showcasing
how laughter and shared joy can serve as powerful antidotes to fear and

hopel essness.

The importance of trust aso emerges as a cornerstone of these friendships.
Asthe characters face treachery and betrayal from external threats, the
strength of their alliancesis put to the test. Klavan illustrates how these
bonds must be nurtured through honesty and sacrifice, reinforcing the idea
that true friendship thrives on afoundation of loyalty and integrity, even
when the stakes are high.

Ultimately, Chapter 3 solidifies the notion that friendship can illuminate the
darkest pathsin life. Klavan's exploration of these themes resonates deeply,
asit reminds us that in our own lives, the connections we forge with others
can provide the strength we need to confront our personal battles. Through
the lens of the story, the reader is left with a poignant understanding of how
the presence of friends not only enriches our experiences but also fortifies us

against the trials that may come our way.
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5. Chapter 4. Uncovering Hidden Truths About
L ove and Sacrifice

In Chapter 4 of "The Great Good Thing," the narrative degpens as the young
protagonist encounters profound revelations about love and sacrifice that
significantly shape hisjourney. This chapter artfully intertwines these

themes, revealing the complexities and nuances that define true affection.

As the protagonist navigates the perilous landscapes of his fantastical world,
he confronts various figures who embody love in its multifaceted
forms—selfless love, parental love, romantic love, and the loyalty among
friends. Each encounter serves as alesson, peeling back layers that illustrate
the immense weight of sacrifice that often accompanies love. For instance,
he meets a guardian figure whose unwavering dedication to protecting him
showcases the sacrifices made out of love, underscoring the ideathat loveis

often expressed through acts of courage and self-denial.

The chapter vividly depicts scenes where characters are forced to make
difficult choices that reveal their true motives and emotions. Here, the
protagonist learns that genuine love israrely free from pain and sacrifice;
instead, it demands courage and resilience. One poignant scene highlights a
moment when a beloved character risks their safety to aid the protagonist,
exemplifying how love can inspire extraordinary bravery and selflessness.

This pivotal moment not only moves the protagonist but also deeply
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influences his understanding of what it truly means to care for someone.

Moreover, as the protagonist grapples with his own sentiments, he begins to
understand that love often requires letting go. Thisinsight is catalyzed by
the story of a past hero whose sacrifices went unnoticed, yet were vital to the
survival of the community. The protagonist reflects on the unacknowledged
sacrifices of those fighting for love—an illuminating realization that love
does not always shout from the rooftops; sometimes it whispers through the

quiet acts of those willing to fade into the shadows for the sake of others.

In addition to individual narratives, relationships evolve throughout the
chapter, with the protagonist forming deeper connections based on mutual
respect and understanding. In contrast to previous encounters that revolved
around struggle, these relationships illuminate support and camaraderie
forged through shared experiences of sacrifice. The protagonist learns that
surrendering one's own desires for the greater good is a testament to true

love, fostering relationships that are not only meaningful but also resilient.

Ultimately, this chapter not only advances the plot but also enriches the
thematic foundation of "The Great Good Thing," allowing readers to
appreciate the intricate dance between love and sacrifice. It leaves the
protagoni st—and the reader—pondering the essential question: What are we

willing to give up for those we cherish? Through these explorations, Klavan
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masterfully establishesthat at the heart of love lies the capacity for profound
sacrifice, ultimately shaping the path toward redemption.
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6. Chapter 5. The Climax: Facing the Ultimate
Dilemma

Asthe story unfolds toward its dramatic climax, the protagonist finds
himself at a critical juncture that calls for a decision that will define not only
his character but also the fate of those around him. Thisiswhere the stakes
are raised to their highest, and the conflict that has been brewing throughout
the narrative comes to a head, forcing him to confront the ultimate dilemma:

the choice between self-preservation and the greater good.

In the heart of the fantastical realm he has traversed, the protagonist stands
against the malevolent forces that threaten to engulf his world. These dark
powers, embodiments of evil and despair, present him with a choicethat is
asenticing asit is perilous. To accept their dominion would mean security
for himself at the cost of countless lives, a betrayal of the friendships he has
forged and the ideals he has fought to uphold. The enormity of the decision
weighs heavily upon him; he is torn between the instinct to protect himself

and the moral obligation to fight for what is right.

The tension heightens as he recalls the sacrifices made by his friends—those
who have supported him steadfastly through trials and tribulations. Their
shared history echoes in his mind, reminding him of the promises he has
made to stand for justice and goodness, even in the face of overwhelming

odds. In this moment of reckoning, his thoughts flash to the concept of
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heroism, which he has sought to embody throughout hisjourney. He
grapples with whether true heroism lies in personal safety or in the

willingness to stand against tyranny, even when oneis afraid.

The climax introduces not only external conflict but also profound internal
struggle as he battles his doubts and fears. This conflict is mirrored by
significant choices made by other characters, each indicating how the sides
have precarioudly tipped towards good or evil based on their decisions.
Subtle twists reveal that those closest to him may not be who they appear to
be, leading him to question trust and loyalty. These revelations culminate in
a breathtaking confrontation, where he must summon the courage to act on

his convictions.

In this fierce encounter, facing the embodiment of everything he opposes,
the protagonist's heart pounds—a visceral reminder of his humanity amidst
the strife. The world around him echoes with the cries of those who cannot
fight for themselves, urging him to embrace the ideals of love and sacrifice
that have been central to hisjourney. With each moment of hesitation, the
conseguence of inaction looms larger, compelling him to choose a path that

resonates with the very essence of what it means to be good.

As he makes his decision, the narrative peaks with a surge of emotion and

action, marking a turning point not just for him but for the entire realm. The
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choice he ultimately makes becomes not a simple act of defiance against the
forces of evil but a profound statement about the value of hope and the
dignity of sacrifice. In confronting his ultimate dilemma, he echoes the
sentiments of hisjourney, reaffirming that while the path of goodness may
be fraught with peril, it isa path worth taking.

This moment crystallizes the essence of the story: that when faced with the
ultimate dilemma, it is our choices that define us, shaping our lives and the
lives of those we touch. With the weight of his decision hanging in the air,
the protagonist steps toward an uncertain future, embodying the hope

hesitated at the outset of hisjourney.
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/. Conclusion: Reflectionson Hope,
Redemption, and the Nature of Goodness

In the concluding reflections of "The Great Good Thing," Andrew Klavan
invites readers to ponder profound themes of hope, redemption, and the
nature of goodness. Throughout the narrative, the protagonist's journey
serves as a powerful allegory for the human experience, demonstrating that
the path toward understanding and achieving goodness is fraught with

challenges, yet ultimately rewarding.

The concept of hope stands central to the story. It's the ember that ignites
courage amid adversity, reminding us that even in the darkest of times, there
exists the possibility of light. Klavan encapsul ates this notion through the
protagonist's unwavering determination to pursue a brighter future,
embodying resilience despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles. This
hope is not merely passive; it propels characters to act and make choices that
reflect their degpest values. In doing so, Klavan emphasizes that hope is not
just afeeling but also a call to action, urging individuals to strive for

something greater than themselves.

Apart from hope, Klavan also intricately weaves the theme of redemption
throughout the tale. Characters who falter or stray from their moral compass
discover that redemption is always attainable, often through acts of sacrifice

or selflessness. This portrayal of redemption is multifaceted; it reveals that
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no oneisirredeemable, and that personal transformation often arises from
the willingness to embrace one's flaws and seek forgiveness. The redemptive
arcs of characters provide a stirring reminder that the journey toward
rectification can inspire others and foster an environment where compassion

can flourish.

Furthermore, Klavan's exploration of the nature of goodness challenges
readersto reflect on what it means to be good in aworld filled with
ambiguity. Goodness is depicted not merely as a simplistic adherence to
rules but as a complex and dynamic force that often requires understanding
and empathy. The characters are faced with moral dilemmas that compel
them to weigh their decisions carefully, illustrating that goodness often
residesin the gray areas of life. By presenting these moral quandaries,
Klavan urges us to contemplate our definitions of right and wrong,

highlighting that true goodness often demands moral courage.

In essence, the conclusion of "The Great Good Thing" acts as a thematic
synthesis of the narrative's exploration of humanity. It encourages readers to
embrace hope as an essential element of existence, recognize the potential
for redemption that lies within everyone, and seek a deeper understanding of
goodness that transcends simplistic notions. Klavan's message resonates
powerfully: while life may present challenges that question our beliefs, it

also offers an opportunity for courage, growth, and unwavering faith in the
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goodness of the human spirit.
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5Key Quotesof The Great Good Thing

1. "The world isfull of dark things, but in the darkest places, there's always

light to be found if you're willing to look for it."

2. "Courage is not the absence of fear, but the determination to act despite
that fear."

3. "Stories have the power to change us; they can illuminate the path toward

goodness and truth."

4. "Thefight against evil is not fought with weapons, but with the strength

of our character and our capacity for love."

5. "Ultimately, it is the choices we make in life that define who we are and

what we stand for."
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