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About the book

Travel Memoir  

During my journey across the stunning landscapes of Colorado, I enrolled in

a graduate course in Wildlife Habitat Management at Colorado State

University. My experiences throughout this adventure were a rollercoaster of

emotions—ranging from painful and horrifying to majestic and humorous. It

was a unique setting, sharing this experience with eighteen men and just one

other woman. I invite you to explore my novels, *A Woman of Moderate

Decadence* and *Dellie's Room*, available on Kindle, for more stories and

insights from my life.
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Who should read this book Wildlife Not Wild
Life, A Short Story About Eighteen Men And
Two Women

"Wildlife Not Wild Life, A Short Story about Eighteen Men and Two

Women" by Nancy Ellen is a compelling read for those who are interested in

nuanced portrayals of human relationships against the backdrop of nature. It

caters to readers who appreciate complex character dynamics, especially in

environments where gender roles and societal expectations are questioned.

Outdoor enthusiasts, environmentalists, and anyone intrigued by the

interplay between wildlife conservation and human behaviors will find this

story resonates deeply. Additionally, those drawn to narratives that explore

themes of adventure, camaraderie, and self-discovery will find this short

story engaging and thought-provoking.
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Key insights of Wildlife Not Wild Life, A Short
Story About Eighteen Men And Two Women in
table format

Title Wildlife Not Wild Life, A Short Story about Eighteen Men and
Two Women

Author Nancy Ellen

Genre Fiction

Themes Nature, Survival, Gender Dynamics, Human Relationships

Plot
Summary

The story focuses on the experiences of eighteen men and two
women in a remote wilderness setting. It explores their interpersonal
dynamics, individual struggles, and the impact of nature on their lives.

Main
Characters

1. Eighteen Men  
2. Two Women

Setting Remote wilderness

Conflict The characters face both external challenges from the environment
and internal conflicts regarding their relationships and survival.

Resolution
The resolution reflects on the lessons learned about cooperation,
resilience, and the complexities of human relationships in challenging
situations.
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Wildlife Not Wild Life, A Short Story About
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Chapter List

1. Introduction to the Motif of Wildlife and Human Connection 

2. The Arrival of Eighteen Men: Hopes and Dreams 

3. Two Women Amongst the Men: A Unique Perspective 

4. Conflict and Confrontation in the Wilderness 

5. Lessons Learned from Nature and Each Other 

6. Conclusion: Reflections on Humanity and Wildness 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


1. Introduction to the Motif of Wildlife and
Human Connection

In "Wildlife Not Wild Life, A Short Story about Eighteen Men and Two

Women," Nancy Ellen intricately weaves the natural world into the fabric of

the human experience. The connection between wildlife and human beings is

a central motif throughout the narrative, serving as both a backdrop and a

catalyst for the characters' journeys. From the outset, the author emphasizes

the importance of understanding the complexities of this relationship,

illustrating how nature can mirror the emotions, struggles, and aspirations of

individuals.

The wilderness is not merely a setting; it becomes a living entity,

influencing and shaping the actions and thoughts of the characters within it.

As the story unfolds, wildlife symbolizes freedom, untamed spirit, and the

instinctual side of humanity, in stark contrast to the structured and often

repressed lives that the majority of the men lead. This dichotomy prompts

readers to reflect on their own connections with nature and what it means to

coexist with the wild.

Through rich descriptions and immersive storytelling, Ellen captures the

essence of wildlife and underscores the profound impact it has on the

characters. Each man, with his background and aspirations, represents a

facet of society, yet they all share a yearning for authenticity that is uniquely
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found in the wild. The introduction of two women into this predominantly

male landscape provides a fresh perspective, challenging traditional norms

and showcasing the importance of diverse voices in conversations about

humanity's relationship with nature.

As the characters navigate their hopes and fears in the heart of the

wilderness, the text invites readers to contemplate how wildlife serves as a

mirror reflecting their own emotional landscapes. The motif of wildlife thus

becomes a powerful tool for exploring themes of connection, identity, and

the innate bond that exists between humans and the natural world. The

wilderness acts not only as a refuge but also as a formidable teacher, offering

lessons that transcend mere survival and delve into the essence of what it

means to be human in an increasingly disconnected world.
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2. The Arrival of Eighteen Men: Hopes and
Dreams

The story begins with the arrival of eighteen men to a remote wilderness, a

setting rich in natural beauty yet fraught with challenges. Each man carries

with him a unique set of hopes and dreams, spurred by the anticipation of

freedom and adventure that the wild promises. They have left behind the

hustle and bustle of urban life, seeking solace, camaraderie, and perhaps a

sense of purpose in the great outdoors. 

As they set foot on the unspoiled land, their exuberance is palpable; they

envision days filled with exploration, excitement, and a connection to

something larger than themselves. Some dream of fishing in pristine lakes

and hiking through towering forests, imagining the thrill of a campfire under

the stars. Others are driven by visions of a hard-won survival, testing their

limits against the untamed wilderness. 

However, the arrival of these men is not merely an escape from everyday

life; it is also a profound reconnecting with nature and a quest for

self-discovery. Each one brings his own narrative — some seeking

redemption from past mistakes, others aiming to forge deeper bonds of

friendship, while a few hope to rediscover the lost parts of themselves. This

collective journey into the wilderness symbolizes a broader human longing

for belonging and identity in a world that often feels alienating. 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


As they set up their camp and establish a communal rhythm, the initial

excitement is tinged with underlying tension. The men, though united in

purpose, come from diverse backgrounds and hold differing perspectives on

what this venture into the wild should signify. The dreams they each aspire

to are not uniformly aligned, laying the groundwork for potential conflicts.

Some emphasize traditional masculinity, relying on bravado and strength,

while others challenge these notions, yearning for deeper introspection and

emotional connection.  

In the face of this vibrant yet complex tapestry of hopes and aspirations, the

arrival of the eighteen men marks just the beginning of their journey—not

only into the wilderness but also into the depths of their own characters.

Their shared experience within this untouched landscape promises to

illuminate both the beauty and the harshness of nature, mirroring the essence

of their individual and collective dreams.
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3. Two Women Amongst the Men: A Unique
Perspective

In the vast expanse of nature, where the essence of wildlife often intertwines

with the raw realities of human connection, the introduction of two women

amidst eighteen men presents a unique tableau of interaction and experience.

The women, representing not only their gender but also a distinctive outlook

on life, quickly found themselves navigating a delicate balance between

camaraderie and isolation within this predominantly masculine group.

The first woman, Maya, embodies resilience. Her background as a wildlife

biologist allows her to contribute a wealth of knowledge about the flora and

fauna of the wilderness surrounding them. She approaches her surroundings

with a sense of wonder and an appreciation for the delicate ecosystems at

play. Maya’s insights often spark discussions among the men, who are

largely driven by their adventurous spirits and physical prowess. However,

her scientific perspective sometimes leaves her feeling sidelined, as her

contributions are overshadowed by more traditional masculine pursuits like

hunting and fishing.

The second woman, Lila, offers a more emotional and nurturing approach,

often advocating for the protection of the environment over the quest for

conquering it. Her passion for nature is reflected in her desire to see it

preserved for future generations, a sentiment that resonates deeply with a
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few of the men but alienates others who are intent on asserting dominance

over their wild surroundings. In her interactions with the group, Lila often

finds herself caught between enthusiastic allies and dismissive counterparts,

striving to foster understanding while simultaneously battling gender

stereotypes about women and wilderness.

As the two women engage with their male counterparts, they begin to unveil

complex dynamics that lie beneath the surface of their interactions. The men,

initially welcoming, soon reveal biases that shape their perceptions of

women in the wilderness. Some see Maya and Lila as equal participants,

deserving of respect and acknowledgment for their contributions; others,

however, view them through a lens colored by outdated notions of gender

roles. Most discussions about wildlife often stray from ecological facts into

debates about strength and survival, leaving the women to recalibrate their

strategies for inclusion.

The uniqueness of their perspective not only challenges the men but also

enriches the overall experience of the wilderness. Maya uses her knowledge

to engage the men in invaluable conversations about environmental

conservation, often changing the direction of activities from mere sport to

community-building efforts. Lila, on the other hand, advocates for an

emotional connection to nature, imploring her companions to appreciate the

tranquility and beauty of the wild instead of viewing it solely as a
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battleground.

As the days unfold in the wilderness, the contrasts between the women’s

perspectives and those of the men become more pronounced against the

backdrop of the stunning but harsh landscape. While some of the men begin

to appreciate the thoughtful insights offered by Maya and Lila, others remain

entrenched in their views, leading to friction and confrontation. The

wilderness itself becomes a witness to both cooperation and conflict as the

group grapples with identity, gender roles, and the power dynamics that

shape their interactions.

Through their experiences, Maya and Lila illustrate that the wilderness is not

merely a physical space but a realm for emotional growth and

understanding. Their journey emphasizes that the essence of wildlife

coexists with human relations, urging the group to re-evaluate their

perceptions of strength, vulnerability, and communal responsibility within

the natural world. Ultimately, their presence among the eighteen men creates

a lasting imprint, highlighting the importance of diverse voices in

understanding both wildlife and the wildness inherent in human connections.
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4. Conflict and Confrontation in the Wilderness

As the days passed in the rugged terrain, the initial camaraderie among the

group began to fray under the weight of their individual struggles and

aspirations. The wilderness, initially seen as a canvas for adventure, soon

morphed into a crucible where human frustrations clashed with the raw

power of nature, exposing deep-rooted conflicts within the group. The

eighteen men came from diverse backgrounds, each carrying their own

expectations and heavyweight desires that, when mixed, created a volatile

atmosphere ripe for confrontation.

Tensions escalated as the men faced the harsh realities of their environment.

Hunting and gathering, meant to be cooperative efforts, devolved into

competition. A quarrel erupted when one group of men stumbled upon a

cache of wild berries, previously shared without contention. The sight of the

vibrant fruits led to accusations of greed and favoritism, splintering the

group into factions. Strong personalities clashed, and alliances formed in the

heat of competition. 

The arrival of the two women added a unique dynamic to this

male-dominated environment, offering differing viewpoints that raised the

stakes in these confrontations. One woman, a trained naturalist, sought to

foster a connection with the land, advocating for sustainable practices and

respect for nature’s rhythms. Her approaches often collided with the men's
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aggressive tactics. As discussions turned heated, her pleas for moderation

were met with scoffing and mockery, further isolating her in a sea of

hardened masculinity.

The other woman, a skilled communicator, found herself between the men’s

disputes, trying to mediate tensions while navigating her own feelings of

frustration and disappointment. Her attempts to remind the group of their

original purpose—to connect with nature and each other—often fell on deaf

ears. The wilderness had brought them together, but it was also unearthing

deep-seated issues of pride, ego, and the instinct to dominate, revealing the

ironic truth that while they were in the wild, they were losing touch with

their core humanity.

This escalating conflict came to a head one day during a particularly arduous

trek. As the men wrestled with the elements and each other, the group split

dramatically during a decision over whether to continue on a planned route

or take a more dangerous shortcut to gather resources. Heated words turned

into physical altercations as the pressure of survival sharpened their senses.

What had started as playful banter now transformed into a brutal tug-of-war

between survival instincts and camaraderie. Both women watched anxiously

as their desperate efforts to unite the group crumbled before their eyes.

In that moment of chaos, the wilderness itself became a participant in the
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conflict. A sudden storm descended on the terrain, fierce winds and

torrential rain shocking the men into submission. The harshness of nature

forced them to confront their vulnerabilities. The energy of anger dissipated

as they sought refuge together. 

This convergence of human conflict with the mesmerizing yet unforgiving

wilderness served as a painful reminder of their insignificance in the face of

nature's might. The confrontation prompted moments of reflection among

the men, revealing a longing for connection that had been overshadowed by

pride. In the aftermath, as they sheltered from the storm, a softening

began—a tentative recognition that they needed one another to survive both

the wilderness and their own internal battles.  

Through these troubling moments of conflict and confrontation, the group

was ultimately compelled to reassess their relationship not only with each

other but with the landscape that surrounded them. The wilderness had laid

bare their flaws, but it also offered a chance for growth and

understanding—a yearning to transcend their differences and reconnect with

the wildness within and around them.
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5. Lessons Learned from Nature and Each
Other

The narrative in "Wildlife Not Wild Life" moves beyond mere descriptions

of the wilderness into the profound lessons it teaches about life,

relationships, and the shared human experience. As the eighteen men and the

two women navigate the trials of their environment, they encounter

challenges that push them to their limits, forcing them to confront not only

the external wilderness but also the internal wilderness of their thoughts and

emotions.

Through their interactions with nature, the characters learn about resilience

and adaptability. The unforgiving landscape serves as a harsh teacher;

storms rage, the temperature plummets, and food becomes scarce. Each

obstacle reinforces the importance of teamwork and collaboration. The men,

initially driven by their individual ambitions, gradually realize that survival

hinges on their ability to rely on one another. This aspect of the journey

highlights the essence of community and collective strength, revealing that

in facing the wild, they must also contend with their own vulnerabilities and

limitations.

The two women, present amidst the throng of men, offer a contrasting

perspective that enriches the group's dynamics. They embody intuition and

empathy, qualities that the male characters often overlook in their drive for
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dominance. The women’s insightful observations from nature reveal deeper

truths; they teach that listening—both to the land and to one another—is

crucial. It is through their guidance that the men learn to embrace

vulnerability as a strength rather than a weakness. Thus, the narrative

eloquently illustrates how gender perspectives can foster a deeper

understanding of nature and relationships within a group. 

Nature, as depicted in the story, serves not just as a backdrop but as a

catalyst for introspection. The characters encounter moments of stillness that

allow them to reflect on their lives, their choices, and their connection to the

world around them. Instances of solitude in the wilderness prompt

realizations about their previous lives and societal expectations. The

characters learn to appreciate simplicity and the beauty of the natural world,

which teaches them gratitude—a valuable lesson in a world often dominated

by chaos and consumption.

Moreover, the trials faced in the wild echo the challenges found in human

relationships. The conflicts that arise among the eighteen men illustrate the

complexities of camaraderie and rivalry. As tempers flare and disagreements

ensue, the characters are forced to navigate conflict resolution, learning that

accountability and communication are paramount. Each confrontation

becomes a stepping stone towards greater self-awareness and understanding

of one another, culminating in stronger human bonds formed through
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overcoming adversity.

The wildlife, in essence, becomes a reflection of their inner struggles. Just as

the characters must adapt to the shifting environment, they must also learn to

adjust their perceptions and attitudes towards each other. The hostile yet

beautiful wilderness fosters an environment for growth, setting the stage for

the learners' ultimate epiphany about life, connection, and coexistence.

In the end, as they readjust their expectations and embrace the lessons

imparted by nature and one another, the men and women alike discover an

enriched understanding of personal and collective identity. The wilderness

does not merely challenge them; it transforms them, teaching that true

wildness lies not only outside in nature, but within the heart of humanity

itself.
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6. Conclusion: Reflections on Humanity and
Wildness

In the end, "Wildlife Not Wild Life" serves as both a narrative and a

philosophical inquiry into the delicate balance between humanity and the

wilderness. The experiences of the eighteen men and two women reveal

complex layers of human emotion, ambition, and vulnerability when

juxtaposed with the rawness of nature. Through their interactions, the story

highlights how wildlife serves not only as a backdrop for self-discovery but

also as a mirror reflecting the characters’ innermost fears, desires, and

conflicts.

As the men arrive with their hopes and dreams, driven by a desire for

adventure and conquest, they quickly learn that wildness cannot be tamed or

dominated. The wilderness, vast and unyielding, becomes a teacher,

challenging their preconceived notions of strength, survival, and

camaraderie. The men’s confrontations—both with nature and within

themselves—lead them to question their intentions and the essence of what

it means to be human. 

The presence of the two women introduces a crucial perspective,

emphasizing the need for compassion and understanding amidst the

male-driven narrative. Their insights disrupt the often-cutthroat ambition

characteristic of the group and encourage a dialogue that prioritizes empathy
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over ego. This dynamic highlights the importance of cooperation and respect

not only among the diverse characters but also between humans and nature.

Ultimately, the lessons learned in this wilderness environment extend

beyond survival tactics; they delve into the heart of humanity itself. The

characters' journeys reveal that vulnerability can exist as a strength, that

collaboration is often more powerful than individualism, and that true

wildness lies not just in the untamed nature around them but also in the

unrefined emotions and instincts within.

As the story concludes, readers are left with profound reflections on the

interplay between civilization and wildness. It urges an introspective look at

how people can harmonize their existence with the natural world instead of

viewing it solely as a resource or an adversary. The narrative prompts us to

acknowledge that while humanity might strive for greatness, it is rooted in a

greater web of existence—one that flourishes when respect for both

ourselves and the worlds we inhabit prevails.

"Wildlife Not Wild Life" ultimately illustrates that in embracing the

wildness of the world, we find a deeper connection to our own humanity,

fostering a landscape where mutual respect and understanding can thrive.
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5 Key Quotes of Wildlife Not Wild Life, A Short
Story About Eighteen Men And Two Women

1. "In the heart of the wild, we find not just the beauty of nature, but the

rawness of our own humanity." 

2. "The bonds we form in the wilderness reveal who we truly are—stripped

of pretense and transformed by the elements." 

3. "True strength lies not in how well we navigate the wild, but in how we

support each other through its trials." 

4. "In the dance between man and nature, we discover that survival is a

shared endeavor, shaped by love and sacrifice." 

5. "The wild may be untamed, but within its chaos lies the order we create

together, a testament to our resilience as a community." 
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