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About the book

Title: More Than Just aKiss
Genre: Contemporary Romance

Author: Stacey Joy Netzel

Synopsis.

Sadie Barton, a determined reporter, strives to distance herself from her
controlling stepfather's wealth and the stigma of being associated with a
gold-digging mother. Leaving behind the cold confines of Wisconsin, she
embarks on a challenging journey in sunny California, where proving her
worth becomes a daunting task amidst financial pressures and societal

whispers.

Overview of Key Characters.

- Sadie Barton: A fierce and independent reporter seeking recognition based
on her abilities, not her stepfather's influence.

- Zach Robinson: A self-made millionaire who is captivated by Sadie's
strength and independence, contrasting the superficial relationships he's used

to.

Plot Excerpt:
When Zach Robinson first laid eyes on Sadie, he was drawn not only by the
incredible kiss they shared while filming a commercia but also by her
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unapol ogetic self-reliance. For a man often surrounded by gold-diggers,
Sadi€'s earnestness is intoxicating. Despite his growing feelings, doubt
festers when Zach learns of her family's acting history, leaving him

guestioning her true intentions.

Scene:

The air was thick with tension when Zach crossed the threshold of his
balcony, observing Sadie as she expertly fashioned an ice pack. Her
movements were both practical and mesmerizing—a sight softened by

moonlight.

“Sit,” she commanded, transforming from anxious to assertive. Complying
with a bemused smirk, he settled into a chair, intrigued by her suddenly

confident demeanor as she perched beside him, ready to tend to hisinjuries,

“Should’ ve iced this sooner,” she chided gently, pressing the cool cloth
against his cut. Her delicate fingers brushed against hisjawline, sending
unexpected warmth radiating through him. Thisfelt oddly intimate, far

beyond their previousfiery kiss.

Zach found his eyes tracing her elegant features—the long lashes, the
tempting curve of her lips. A thrill shot through him as he aimed to maintain

composure, even as her breath mingled with his desires.
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“1 didn’t thank you yet,” she murmured, alight blush painting her cheeks.

“Sure you did.”
Zach's heart raced, trying to suppress his mounting attraction as he gripped
the cold bottle in hand, silently reminding himself to et her express her

gratitude freely. Her hint of a smile sowed hope in his chest.

“Well, | owe you for more than just the ride to get Gemma,” she added, her

voice soft as silken ribbon.

“A couple of hits, actually,” he joked, but the underlying tension was
pal pable.

Conclusion:

This chance encounter was turning into something both thrilling and
terrifying. As Sadie leaned closer, their breath mingling, Zach felt a spark of
hope that this moment—~both precarious and electric—was just the

beginning of their story.

Join Sadie and Zach as they navigate the challenges of love and ambition
amidst their fierce independence and vulnerability. In this delightful

romance, hearts collide in unexpected ways, proving sometimes a kiss can
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lead to much more.

Praise:

“From the classroom to the boardroom, directors to ducklings, Stacey Joy
Netzel takes you on afun, romantic joyride with two lovable people trying
to do the right thing in the cutthroat world of journalism and big business.” ~
Delia Deleest, author of NOT LOOKING FOR TROUBLE.
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Who should read thisbook More Than A Kiss

"More Than aKiss' by Stacey Joy Netzel is an engaging read for fans of
contemporary romance, particularly those who enjoy tales infused with
humor and emotional depth. It caters to readers who appreciate strong
character development and relatable themes of love and personal growth.
This book isideal for anyone looking for alighthearted yet poignant story
that explores the complexities of relationships and the journey to finding
true connection. Additionally, readers who enjoy stories set in charming
small towns will find this novel particularly appealing, asit captures the

intimate dynamics of community life.
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More Than A Kiss

Stacey Joy Netzel

Contemporary Romance

2012

Rabbit (Radiance 'Rabbie’) Thomas, Drew Sterling

Small town in Wisconsin

Rabbit Thomas, a florist and aspiring artist, struggles with her past
and the repercussions of her family's choices. When her childhood
friend, Drew Sterling, returns to town after a military stint, he is
determined to win Rabbit's heart. The novel explores themes of love,
forgiveness, and personal growth as Rabbit confronts her fears and
Insecurities.

Love, Healing, Second Chances, Family Dynamics

Heartwarming, Romantic, Emotional

Rabbit's internal struggles with commitment and her family's
expectations versus her own desires.
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More Than A Kiss Summary Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: Exploring the Unspoken Connection Between Love and Desire

2. Chapter 2: The Past That Haunts a Fragile Heart

3. Chapter 3: Unexpected Encounters and Surprising Revelations
4. Chapter 4: Navigating the Complexity of New Relationships
5. Chapter 5: The Power of Vulnerability and Trust

6. Chapter 6. Embracing the Future: Love Transcending Boundaries
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1. Chapter 1. Exploring the Unspoken
Connection Between Love and Desire

In the opening chapter of "More Than aKiss' by Stacey Joy Netzdl, the
intricate and often complex relationship between love and desire is unvelled,
setting the tone for the themes explored throughout the novel. The
protagonist's journey begins with arich exploration of how desire interplays
with love, revealing an unspoken connection that not only drives

relationships but also complicates them.

Through vivid storytelling, Netzel bringsto life the inner thoughts and
conflicting emotions of the main character, who grapples with feelings of
attraction towards another individual. The narrative dives deep into the
protagonist’s psyche, illustrating how desire can awaken dormant feelings
and disrupt the carefully constructed defenses against love’s potential pain.
Theinternal conflict is palpable; on one hand, the protagonist craves the
warmth and intimacy that desire ignites, while on the other, there’s afear of

vulnerability that love demands.

As the chapter unfolds, the author uses evocative imagery and poignant
dialogue to exemplify how desire can sometimes be misinterpreted as mere
physical attraction, overshadowing the deeper emotional connection that true
love requires. The nuances of these feelings are articulated through the

protagonist’ s experiences, highlighting moments that blur the lines between

i ]
More Free Books on Bookey @ :

Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

superficial attraction and genuine emotional investment.

Netzel cleverly intertwines the themes of longing and apprehension,
showcasing how desire can provoke intense feelings of anticipation and
excitement, yet also lead to a profound sense of insecurity. The protagonist's
narrative voice invites readers into aworld where the stakes are high; the
fear of getting hurt runs parallel to the exhilarating possibilities that love and

desire offer.

Furthermore, the chapter hints at past experiences that inform the
protagonist's understanding of relationships, suggesting that previous
heartbreak shapes their approach to new connections. This reflection sets the
stage for the unfolding drama, emphasizing that the road towards
understanding love and desire is often fraught with obstacles. Throughout
the narrative, there is a pal pable tension, a dance between wanting to
embrace vulnerability and the instinct to protect oneself from potential

emotional harm.

The chapter concludes with a powerful realization for the protagonist: love
and desire are inextricably linked, creating a complex tapestry of emotions
that can lead to either fulfillment or heartbreak. The unspoken connection

between the two becomes a central thread in the weave of the story, teasing

readers with the promise of future revelations and deeper explorations of

i ]
More Free Books on Bookey @ :

Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

intimacy. This exploration sets the groundwork for the subsequent chapters,
where the protagonist will continue to navigate through the challenges

presented by their desires and the pursuit of love.
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2. Chapter 2: ThePast That Hauntsa Fragile
Heart

Chapter 2 delves into the intricate layers of emotional baggage that each
character carries, particularly focusing on the protagonist's struggles with her
past. Haunted by a previous relationship that ended in heartbreak, she finds
herself trapped between the desire to love again and the fear of repeating her
mistakes. This chapter paints avivid picture of her fragile heart, which has

been tempered by pain yet yearns for connection.

The narrative paints a poignant backdrop of her former relationship,
exploring the moments that led to her heartache. Readers are taken back to
severa key memories—moments of love and joy juxtaposed with betrayal
and sadness. These flashbacks serve to illustrate the self-imposed barriers
she has constructed around her heart, stemming from the fear of being
vulnerable. The weight of these memories becomes almost tangible as she

grapples with whether she can ever embrace love fully again.

As shereflects on her past, there's a degp sense of longing within her; a
longing not just for romance but for the trust and safety she lost. This
internal conflict is exacerbated by the presence of a new romantic interest,
who unknowingly threatens to open those old wounds with his kindness and
charm. The protagonist finds herself caught in awhirlwind of

emotions—flashes of hope mingle with crippling anxiety as she questions
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her ability to let someonein again.

The chapter further explores how her past shapes her perception of love and
relationships. She wrestles with the belief that love inevitably leads to pain,
which keeps her at arm'’s length from the new opportunities that emerge. The
dialogue isrich with tension, as glimpses into her thoughts reveal a battle
between her heart's desires and her mind’ s warnings—she must find away

to reconcile her past if she wishes to embrace a hopeful future.

Ultimately, Chapter 2 serves as acrucial turning point in the narrative, where
the protagonist learns that healing is a process fraught with challenges, yet it
is also one that may lead to deeper connections. Her journey is not just about
overcoming the fear of repeat hurt, but about finding the courage to hope
agaln—thus setting the stage for the unexpected developments that lie ahead.
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3. Chapter 3: Unexpected Encounters and
Surprising Revelations

In Chapter 3 of "More Than aKiss," we delve into a pivotal moment for the
protagonist, Sarah, as unexpected encounters lead to surprising revelations
that significantly alter her outlook on love and relationships. The chapter
opens with Sarah venturing into a charming local café, aretreat from her
increasingly complicated life, where the aroma of freshly brewed coffee
mingles with the sweet scent of pastries. This café, a beloved neighborhood
spot, becomes the backdrop for an unexpected reunion with an old friend,

Michael, who she hasn't seen in years.

Their reunionisinitialy filled with lighthearted banter and nostalgia, as they
reminisce about their carefree days and shared memories. However, as they
spend more time together, the conversation shifts to deeper topics that reveal
the unacknowledged feelings they held for each other in the past. Michael,
having undergone his own transformation, now presents a version of himself
that is earnest and grounded, which intrigues Sarah. The chemistry between
them that once simmered beneath the surface begins to resurface, igniting a

spark of hope in Sarah's heart.

As Sarah grapples with her emotions, a seemingly chance encounter with a
stranger at the café leads to a profound revelation. This stranger, an older

woman with striking wisdom, sees the strugglesin Sarah's eyes and offers
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her unexpected but much-needed advice. In a candid exchange, the woman

shares her life experiences, speaking passionately about the unpredictability
of love and the necessity of embracing vulnerability. This encounter serves

asamirror, reflecting Sarah's own fears and aspirations regarding love and

relationships. The insights resonant deeply within her, prompting a

self-examination of her choices and the walls she has built around her heart.

As the chapter progresses, Sarah's interactions with both Michael and the
older woman stir within her ayearning for connection, pushing her to
reconsider her approach to intimacy. These unexpected encounters and the
revelations they incite create aturning point in Sarah's narrative, compelling
her to confront her past and embrace the possibility of a new relationship.
The dual storyline of rekindling an old friendship alongside newfound
wisdom from an unlikely mentor illustrates the complexities of human
connections and the unpredictable nature of life. By the end of the chapter,
Sarah is left with a burgeoning sense of hope and a determination to
reevaluate her feelings about love, setting the stage for the tumultuous yet
transformative journey ahead.
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4. Chapter 4. Navigating the Complexity of New
Relationships

In"More Than aKiss," Stacey Joy Netzel delvesinto the intricacies and
challenges that accompany new relationships, highlighting the emotional
entanglements and social dynamics that influence human connections. This
chapter focuses on the delicate balance between desire and caution as the

characters find themselves venturing into uncharted territory.

As the protagonists begin to develop feelings for each other, the narrative
capturestheir internal struggles—doubt, fear of rejection, and the weight of
past experiences that shape their perspectives on love. They grapple with the
complexities that come from forging a new relationship while
simultaneousdly trying to protect their hearts from potential hurt. This
emotional tug-of-war isacentral theme, as readers observe how the

characters navigate their own vulnerabilities in the face of budding affection.

Netzel artfully portrays the various obstacles that can complicate the early
stages of aromance. The characters are not just battling their own
insecurities but also confronting external forces, such as societal
expectations and the opinions of friends and family. These influences play a
significant role in how they perceive one another and how freely they allow
their emotions to unfold. This adds depth to the story as it mirrors the

real-life complexities many face when entering a new relationship.
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Furthermore, the chapter emphasizes the importance of communication and
honesty as the protagonists attempt to articul ate their feelings.
Misunderstandings arise, fueled by assumptions that often plague new
romantic entanglements. Netzel effectively highlights that without clear
dialogue, the seeds of doubt can sprout, complicating the relationship
further. The delicate nature of these interactions showcases how one misstep
can lead to moments of tension and conflict, challenging the charactersto

confront their feelings head-on.

Ultimately, navigating these new and turbulent waters tests the characters
resilience and commitment. As they begin to understand that love can be
both exhilarating and daunting, they discover the importance of establishing
asolid foundation built on trust and mutual respect. The chapter ends on a
note of hope and possibility, suggesting that while the path to love is fraught

with challenges, it is also rich with potential for growth and connection.
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5. Chapter 5: The Power of Vulnerability and
Trust

In this pivotal chapter, the narrative dives deep into the intricacies of
vulnerability and trust as cornerstones of authentic relationships. The
protagonist, grappling with her past, realizes that her journey towards loveis
intertwined with her willingness to lower her defenses. Here, Stacey Joy
Netzel poignantly illustrates how vulnerability is not aweakness, but a

courageous leap of faith that opens the door to deeper connections.

As the characters begin to shed their emotional armor, moments of raw
honesty emerge. Scenes reveal intimate conversations where past wounds
are laid bare, allowing the protagonists to bond over shared fears and
insecurities. This exchange becomes the crucible that forges their
relationship. Readers witness the evolution of trust as characters choose to
embrace their imperfections rather than hide them—a theme that resonates

throughout the narrative.

The chapter articulates several critical moments where trust is tested and
reinforced. For instance, when one character faces a personal crisis, the other
stepsin not out of obligation but from a genuine desire to support and
anchor them. Such actions underscore the importance of reliability in
building a lasting connection. Through these interactions, Netzel emphasizes

that trust, once established, acts as a shield against the doubts and anxieties
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that often plague burgeoning relationships.

Moreover, Netzel interweaves the idea of vulnerability as a path to healing.
The protagonist’s willingness to share her fears becomes a turning point,
revealing how confronting one’ s truths can dissolve the barriers that
isolation often creates. As the characters nurture their newly formed trust,
they not only grow closer but also empower each other to face their external

conflicts with renewed strength.

Throughout the chapter, the narrative seamlessly blends emotional depth
with relatable experiences, allowing readersto reflect on their own lives. By
advocating for the power of vulnerability and trust, Stacey Joy Netzel crafts
a compelling argument that authentic connections thrive when individuals
are brave enough to be seen—flaws and all. This foundational theme
resonates into the subsequent chapters, setting the stage for the characters
continued journey toward embracing love despite the challenges that lie
ahead.
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6. Chapter 6: Embracing the Future: Love
Transcending Boundaries

Asthe characters’ journeys continue in Stacey Joy Netzel’s"More Than a
Kiss," Chapter 6 delves deep into the evolving concept of love and how it
can transcend the physical and emotional barriers that often seem
insurmountable. This chapter emphasi zes the importance of hope, resilience,
and the profound connections that can form when individuals allow their

hearts to embrace the possibility of alasting relationship.

In this chapter, the protagonists reflect on their shared experiences,
acknowledging the fears that once held them back. They come to understand
that love is not merely an isolated feeling but rather aforce that propels them
forward, urging them to confront their past traumas and insecurities. The
challenges they have faced together serve not as obstacles but as

opportunities to grow closer.

Vulnerability takes center stage as both characters reveal their innermost
thoughts and feelings, creating an intimate dialogue that fosters deeper
intimacy. This newfound openness allows them to break down the walls they
had previously erected, demonstrating that true love cannot flourish in an

environment of fear or misunderstanding.

Through their journey, the protagonists discover that love is not defined by
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societal norms or expectations. Instead, it is shaped by authentic connection
and mutual support. They begin to perceive their differences not as dividing
factors but as unique attributes that enhance their relationship. Embracing
their individual identities while uniting in a shared vision for the future

becomes a poignant theme in this chapter.

The narrative shifts to highlight moments of joy, laughter, and
spontaneity—the small experiences that often go unnoticed, yet form the
heartbeat of genuine love. These moments reinforce their bond, illustrating
that happiness often lies in the simplest acts of kindness and affection. The
protagonists learn to create new memories together, moving beyond the
shadows of their pasts and fostering a space where hope, innovation, and

love can thrive.

Asthey embrace the future, a profound understanding surfaces: loveisan
act of courage. It requires stepping into the unknown, allowing oneself to be
vulnerable, and trusting that the journey will be worth any risks that may
accompany it. The chapter closes with the characters looking toward the
horizon of their lives, empowered by the knowledge that their loveis
capable of overcoming any boundary. It is a beautiful testament to the belief
that every ending is merely a new beginning, filled with infinite possibilities

and a promise of enduring love.
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5Key Quotesof More Than A Kiss

1. "Sometimes the things we fear the most turn out to be the most beautiful

inthe end.”

2."Loveisn't just afeeling; it's a choice we make every day to open our

hearts to someone else."

3. "Trueintimacy isfound in vulnerability and acceptance, no matter the

scars we carry."

4. "Life's greatest moments often come from taking risks we never thought

we could take."

5."In the end, it's the connections we forge that define our journey, not the

obstacles we face."
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