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About the book

Holiday Mayhem Awaits!  

Strap in for a festive season like no other—filled with demons, death threats,

and the chaos of Christmas shopping. 

In the thrilling third installment of the acclaimed Adrien English series, our

lovably unfortunate mystery writer navigates the treacherous waters of a

Satanic cult all while juggling his complicated relationship with the

enigmatic LAPD Detective Jake Riordan. 

And just for good measure, there’s murder lurking around the corner! Get

ready for a holiday that promises to be one Hell of a ride!
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Who should read this book The Hell You Say

"The Hell You Say" by Josh Lanyon is a must-read for fans of LGBTQ+

romance and mystery genres. It particularly appeals to readers who enjoy

complex character dynamics, intricate plots, and a blend of suspense and

emotional depth. Those who appreciate a well-crafted narrative featuring a

reluctant hero and elements of crime investigation will find this book

engaging. Moreover, it is ideal for individuals looking for stories that

explore themes of love, identity, and the struggles of coming to terms with

one's past. Fans of Lanyon's previous works or those interested in m/m

romance are also likely to connect with the relatable characters and gripping

storyline.
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Key insights of The Hell You Say in table
format

Title The Hell You Say

Author Josh Lanyon

Genre Mystery/Romance

Publication
Date 2009

Main
Characters

- Elliott Miles
- Tucker Springs

Setting Contemporary, Tucker Springs, Colorado

Plot
Summary

The story revolves around Elliott Miles, a private investigator
returning to his hometown. He becomes embroiled in a case that
uncovers secrets and stirs up his past relationships, particularly with
his former boyfriend, Tucker. As they investigate a series of
mysterious occurrences, their unresolved feelings resurface.

Themes
- Love and Redemption
- Secrets and Betrayal
- The Complexity of Relationships

Writing
Style

Engaging and emotional, with a focus on character development and
witty dialogue.

Target Readers interested in LGBTQ+ romance and mystery novels.
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Title The Hell You Say

Audience
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The Hell You Say Summary Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: The Unexpected Reunion: Old Ghosts Resurface in New

Beginnings 

2. Chapter 2: Secrets and Lies: Unraveling the Past Painfully 

3. Chapter 3: A Dangerous Game: Love, Trust, and Betrayal Entwined 

4. Chapter 4: Stakes Are High: The Search for Truth and Redemption 

5. Chapter 5: Confronting the Shadows: Facing Off Against Dark Memories 

6. Chapter 6: Healing and Hope: Finding Light After the Darkness 
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1. Chapter 1: The Unexpected Reunion: Old
Ghosts Resurface in New Beginnings

In this opening chapter of "The Hell You Say" by Josh Lanyon, we are

introduced to our protagonist, a man named Adrian, whose life is recently

thrown into chaos as he unexpectedly reunites with a figure from his past

that he had long tried to forget. The setting is vividly portrayed—a quaint

coastal town filled with the echoes of shared memories and unhealed

wounds. Adrian had returned to this town for what should have been a

simple visit: a chance to catch up with old friends and perhaps rekindle some

sense of normalcy in his life, which had been thrown into disarray by recent

events.

However, the moment he steps into the local café, he is confronted by the

sight of David, his high school sweetheart, who he hadn’t seen in over a

decade. The encounter is electric, charged with a mix of surprise, nostalgia,

and deeper, unresolved emotions. David, now a successful artist, appears not

only older but transformed, and Adrian can’t help but feel the stirrings of old

feelings bubble to the surface.

The chapter unfolds as a delicate dance between the two men, interspersed

with hesitant small talk and lingering glances that reveal their shared history.

Through their conversation, it becomes apparent that the years have changed

them both; they are no longer the young men who once dreamed of a future
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together but now carry their own scars and burdens. The unresolved nature

of their previous relationship hangs heavily in the air, creating a tension that

is almost palpable.

As they speak, the narrative skillfully interweaves flashbacks of their

romantic past—moments of laughter, joy, and also the heartache that

ultimately drove them apart. It is clear that while time has passed, the ghosts

of their previous relationship still haunt them, shaping their reactions and

feelings in the present. Adrian finds himself questioning everything he

thought he had moved on from, and the bittersweet nostalgia weighs heavily

on him.

The chapter concludes with Adrian leaving the café, his mind racing and

emotions turbulent after the unexpected reunion. This chance encounter not

only reignites old flames but also sets the stage for the unraveling of secrets

and the confrontation of painful memories. It marks the beginning of an

unexpected journey filled with both challenges and the potential for

redemption, hinting at the complexities that lie ahead for Adrian and David

as they navigate their past and redefine their futures.
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2. Chapter 2: Secrets and Lies: Unraveling the
Past Painfully

As the story delves deeper into the characters' lives, the second chapter,

"Secrets and Lies: Unraveling the Past Painfully," brings to light the

complex web of hidden truths that bind them together. The reunion of old

friends, which started with nostalgia, quickly spirals into a confrontation

with buried memories and unspoken fears.

The protagonist grapples with the remnants of a tumultuous past. Each

seemingly innocent interaction with an old acquaintance begins to unearth

the skeletons that lie dormant within the corridors of their shared history.

Promises made are juxtaposed against betrayals that have lingered in the

shadows, shaping their present in ways they're just beginning to understand.

Throughout the chapter, we witness the emotional conflict brewing within

the protagonist, who finds themselves torn between the comfort of familiar

companionship and the piercing reminder of past heartbreak. The

juxtaposition of longing for connection while fearing the repercussions of

unveiling long-held secrets creates a palpable tension that permeates their

interactions. As each character hesitantly probes into their shared history,

revelations emerge that challenge the foundations of trust.

The narrative embarks on a poignant exploration of how silence can be as
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damaging as the truths that remain unspoken. The characters' defenses begin

to crack, revealing vulnerabilities that compel them to confront their

demons. Memories that once seemed like fleeting moments of joy now loom

large, transforming into painful reminders of what was lost. From whispered

confessions to heated arguments, the characters navigate the treacherous

landscape of emotions, where each revelation feels like a double-edged

sword. 

The chapter poignantly illustrates how the weight of secrets can distort both

perception and reality. The protagonist reflects on their choices, questioning

whether playing it safe in silence has been worth the emotional toll it has

exacted. The dichotomy of living in the shadows versus stepping into the

light permeates their thoughts, culminating in a desperate yearning for

clarity in their muddied relationship.

As the chapter reaches its climax, a critical revelation shatters the tentative

peace among the characters. Long-held secrets are unearthed at a painful

cost, leading to a cascade of emotions that threaten to unravel everything

they’ve built. The struggle to reconcile past pain with the desire for

understanding creates a poignant atmosphere, forcing them to confront the

reality of their choices and the path forward.

With the chapter’s end, the reader is left teetering on the brink of impending
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conflict, the stakes raised significantly as it becomes evident that the journey

toward healing will not only require courage and honesty but will also

demand that they confront the lies that have shaped their lives. As

relationships hang in the balance, the echoes of secrets and lies resonate,

hinting that the road ahead will be fraught with challenges, but perhaps also

with the promise of redemption if they can brave the truth.
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3. Chapter 3: A Dangerous Game: Love, Trust,
and Betrayal Entwined

In this chapter, the intricate web of love, trust, and betrayal unfolds as the

protagonists find themselves entangled in a dangerous game. As the old

flames are rekindled, the emotional stakes rise, forcing them to navigate the

treacherous terrain of their rekindled relationship. The air is thick with

tension, as unspoken fears and the specter of past betrayals loom over their

interactions. 

At the heart of this chapter lies the intense push and pull between the desire

for closeness and the instinct to protect oneself from further hurt. The

protagonist grapples with the bittersweet memories of their shared

history—moments of passion intertwined with betrayal that left deep scars.

The past rears its head as he reflects on the reasons for their initial

separation, leading to an inevitable confrontation with trust issues that

plague their present interactions. 

Every shared glance and fleeting touch is charged with a mix of longing and

resentment. The two characters, once so deeply connected, now find

themselves questioning not only each other's motives but their own feelings

as well. This internal conflict is exacerbated by the game they play, where

every flirtation feels like a risk, and vulnerability seems like an invitation for

pain.  
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As they fall deeper into this dance of emotions, the chapter explores the

ramifications of love in the context of betrayal. Can they truly reclaim what

was lost, or are they merely setting themselves up for another round of

heartbreak? The protagonist is haunted by vivid memories, where trust was

betrayed in unforeseen ways, and affection felt like a double-edged sword.

The psychological tension climaxes as secrets slip and truths are revealed at

unexpected moments, challenging their resolve to move forward. 

The protagonist's internal monologue reveals the juxtaposition of desire and

fear, highlighting the paradoxical nature of love that binds them together yet

threatens to tear them apart. The characters find themselves at a pivotal

moment where decisions made could either pave the way to healing or

plunge them back into the abyss of past wounds. 

Amidst this turmoil, the landscape of their interactions is rich with both

passion and danger, making them aware that while love can be a sanctuary,

it also carries the potential for profound betrayal. The chapter closes on a

note of uncertainty, leaving readers teetering on the edge of hope and despair

as they ponder whether trust can be rebuilt in the face of such overwhelming

challenges.
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4. Chapter 4: Stakes Are High: The Search for
Truth and Redemption

In this pivotal chapter, the narrative intensifies as the characters grapple with

the profound implications of their decisions and the elusive nature of truth.

As tension mounts, the stakes are undeniably high; the quest for redemption

propels them into a labyrinth of revelations that challenge their beliefs and

relationships.

The protagonist, in a desperate bid to uncover the past, dives deeper into the

layers of deception that have clouded their understanding of what truly

happened. Ghosts of former misdeeds and miscommunications haunt them,

as memories surface that had been buried for far too long. Each step forward

seems to lead to two steps back, with every truth unveiled illuminating yet

another hidden secret. Through tense encounters and emotionally charged

conversations, the protagonist gradually pieces together a clearer picture of

their history.

Alongside this hunt for truth, themes of redemption emerge, compelling the

characters to confront their own failings. The journey isn’t just about

seeking understanding; it’s also about the possibility of atonement. As they

confront the consequences of their actions, they are forced to ask if they can

forgive themselves and each other. This internal struggle is as gripping as

their external quest for information, adding layers of complexity to their
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relationships.

The close bonds formed amidst the chaos are tested as alliances shift and

new alliances are forged. Trust, already fragile, hangs in the balance with

every revelation. As the stakes rise, a palpable sense of urgency pushes the

narrative forward. Each cliffhanger promises that what lies ahead will be

even more fraught with tension.

As they navigate through the murky waters of loyalty and betrayal, the

protagonist encounters unexpected allies who offer new perspectives and

crucial insights, pushing them closer to not only the truth but also to

understanding the necessity of compassion in the face of undeniable hurt.

Redemption often comes with a cost, and the choices they are about to make

will define them forever. 

The mix of suspense and emotional depth in this chapter encapsulates the

essence of the journey they are undertaking: a commitment to unearth the

past, reconcile with their inner demons, and seek a brighter path forward,

knowing that only through truth can they hope to find peace. 

In the end, Chapter 4 serves not only as a reminder of the fragility of truth

but also as an invitation to embrace the difficult quest for understanding and

redemption, setting the stage for the confrontations and healing that will
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follow in the subsequent chapters.
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5. Chapter 5: Confronting the Shadows: Facing
Off Against Dark Memories

In this pivotal chapter of "The Hell You Say," the narrative delves deep into

the heart of the characters’ struggles, where confronting their shadows

becomes not only necessary but inevitable. As memories resurface, tangled

and murky like long-lost artifacts, the protagonists find themselves standing

at the precipice of emotional confrontation.

The chapter opens with the aftermath of previous revelations, leaving the

tension palpable. The echoes of past traumas reverberate through the

present; each character is forced to confront the specters that haunt them,

remnants of choices made and paths not taken. For the protagonist, this

confrontation takes on a visceral quality as they revisit locations steeped in

memories. Each familiar street corner and ghostly venue invokes feelings of

nostalgia and regret, a painful juxtaposition of times when life was imbued

with both joy and sorrow.

Through the exploration of these spaces, the author expertly navigates the

emotional landscape of regret and acceptance. The protagonist’s thoughts

oscillate between a desire to escape these shadows and an undeniable urge to

process them fully. It is a struggle that many readers can relate to: the need

to embrace one’s past, however painful, to truly understand oneself in the

present. 
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Specific memories come charging forth, narratives that were buried yet

refuse to remain silent. Each reflection is portrayed with sensitivity,

revealing how these past experiences shaped the characters’ current

decisions and relationships. In dialogues infused with tension, the

protagonists confront not only each other but also their own failings, fueling

the dramatic stakes of the story. The author paints these moments with vivid

detail, offering insights into the characters’ psyche, portraying their fears,

and illuminating the reasons behind their guarded hearts and fractured

bonds.

As the chapter progresses, readers witness a catharsis of sorts—an emotional

shedding where characters slowly start to look beyond their shadows,

recognizing the power that their memories hold, both for good and ill. They

discuss their darker pasts with a tentative honesty that signals a turning

point, a moment where vulnerability opens the door to potential healing. 

Moments of confrontation are not without their conflicts. The tension rises

as heated words are exchanged, revealing resentment and misunderstanding

that have festered over time. This clash, however, is not without purpose; it

serves as a catalyst for growth. Each outburst, every accusation, pushes them

closer to a fragile understanding. The pathway to reconciliation is fraught

with danger, yet there lies a shared desire for absolution, making the stakes
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of this confrontation all the more urgent.

Through emotional unraveling and painful honesty, the characters begin to

confront their shadows together, challenging the darkness with the light of

their shared experiences. Lanyon skillfully captures the essence of this

intimate struggle; it’s a painful, messy process fraught with risk, but the

possibility of hope glimmers on the horizon. 

Ending on a note of tentative optimism, the chapter reinforces the notion that

while the past may never be fully conquered, it can be integrated into a more

profound understanding of oneself. As the characters move forward, readers

are left contemplating their own shadows and the ways they might also

confront and embrace their histories. “Confronting the Shadows” becomes a

crucible, a necessary step toward the ultimate redemption that awaits them in

the unfolding journey.
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6. Chapter 6: Healing and Hope: Finding Light
After the Darkness

In the aftermath of their confrontations, both protagonists find themselves at

a crossroads where healing becomes imperative. The emotional scars they

carry are deep, rooted in a tumultuous past that has dictated much of their

lives. However, the willingness to face their trauma head-on marks the first

step towards revitalization. 

As they navigate through the remnants of their shattered lives, they begin to

understand that healing is not a linear process; it comes with setbacks and

unexpected hurdles. Each character confronts their demons differently,

revealing the unique approaches they take to reclaim their identity. While

one leans into vulnerability, openly expressing his fears and hopes, the other

adopts a more reserved stance, opting to reflect internally before sharing his

journey with the world.  

This dynamic highlights the theme that healing does not require conformity;

instead, it celebrates individuality in recovery. The bond that forms between

them in this mutual journey is strengthened not just by shared experiences

but by the empathy they cultivate for one another's struggles. They learn the

power of vulnerability: by allowing themselves to be seen in their most raw

and unguarded moments, they foster a familiarity that breeds trust and

affection.
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In addition, the narrative showcases the importance of community and

support systems during the healing process. Friends and loved ones emerge

as crucial pillars, offering solace and encouragement. The characters come to

realize they are not alone in their battles; others have walked similar paths

and emerged with stories of survival. This realization provides a sense of

hope. Their interactions are charged with moments of levity amidst the

heaviness, illustrating how laughter can coexist with sorrow and how joy can

be woven into the fabric of recovery.

As the days pass, both protagonists slowly embrace the prospect of a future

free from the chains of their past. They begin to engage in activities that

bring them joy, reminding them of the passions they once set aside.

Exploring new hobbies, embracing spontaneity, and taking small risks

catalyze their personal growth and restore a sense of normalcy in their lives.

Gradually, they learn to forgive themselves for the mistakes they made,

understanding that self-compassion is crucial in the journey towards healing.

This act of forgiveness becomes a transformative moment, releasing them

from the shackles of guilt and regret, enabling them to envision a brighter

future.

Amidst the healing, there is also a blossoming romance that adds a layer of
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lightness to their lives. The relationship evolves naturally as they allow

themselves to explore the depths of attraction and connection forged through

shared pain. Each tentative step towards intimacy represents a triumph over

fear, creating a sanctuary in one another that feels safe and liberating.

Ultimately, Chapter 6 serves as a testament to the resilience of the human

spirit. It emphasizes that while the shadows of the past may loom large, there

exists an indomitable light that can break through the darkness. This chapter

does not end with complete resolution but instead offers a promise: that

healing is a journey marked by ongoing discoveries, growth, and hope.

Through their journey, the characters exemplify the profound truth that light

can be found even in the darkest of times.
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5 Key Quotes of The Hell You Say

1. "Love is a paradox—it's what binds us and what we fear the most." 

2. "We all have our demons, but it’s how we confront them that defines us." 

3. "Sometimes the most profound truths are hidden beneath layers of hurt

and misunderstanding." 

4. "Vulnerability is strength; it takes courage to open your heart when it’s

been hurt before." 

5. "In the end, it's not the chaos of the world that defines us, but the love we

have for each other that prevails." 
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