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About the book

In "A Hobbit, a Wardrobe, and a Great War," Joseph Loconte masterfully

weaves together the profound impact of World War I on two literary giants,

J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, whose imaginative worlds have captivated

readers for generations. As the horrors of war enveloped Europe, these

authors transformed their experiences and Christian faith into powerful

narratives that offered solace and meaning amidst chaos. Loconte explores

the intersections of friendship, faith, and creativity, revealing how the

shadows of conflict shaped their iconic works and inviting us to reconsider

the deeper themes of heroism and sacrifice found within Middle-earth and

Narnia. This compelling journey not only illuminates the personal histories

of Tolkien and Lewis but also challenges us to reflect on the enduring power

of storytelling in times of darkness.
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About the author

Joseph Loconte is a distinguished scholar and writer, known for his

insightful exploration of the intersection between culture, faith, and history.

With a background in political science and a robust academic career,

Loconte has contributed to a variety of publications and has served as a

professor at institutions such as The King's College in New York City. His

works often delve into the moral and philosophical implications of historical

events, drawing connections to contemporary issues. In "A Hobbit, a

Wardrobe, and a Great War," Loconte skillfully examines the influences of

World War I on renowned authors J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, revealing

how their experiences shaped their beloved narratives and the enduring

themes of hope, courage, and resilience.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Funeral of a Great Myth

Chapter 1: The Funeral of a Great Myth

On May 13, 1901, Winston Churchill, a young and ambitious Member of

Parliament at just twenty-six, spoke out against the complacency of his

Conservative Party colleagues regarding the potential for war in Europe.

While many believed that a new European conflict would yield decisive,

short-lived victories, Churchill’s experiences on the battlefield had taught

him otherwise. He feared that modern warfare would lead not to swift

resolutions but rather to extensive devastation and economic ruin for both

victors and vanquished alike. His warnings fell on deaf ears, highlighting his

divergence from the prevalent political thinking of the time.

By the dawn of the twentieth century, many held fast to an ideology known

as “The Myth of Progress,” which suggested that Western civilization was

on a path of unending advancement. Influenced by Renaissance humanism

and thinkers like Pico della Mirandola, this narrative proposed that humanity

was evolving towards greater political, cultural, and moral heights. Figures

in the literary and scientific communities, including those who would inspire

J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, shared a naïve optimism that technological

advancements would mitigate the horrors of war, believing that civilized

nations would avoid destructive conflicts.
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British writer Norman Angell encapsulated this sentiment in his best-selling

book *The Great Illusion*, published in 1909. He argued that the economic

interdependence fostered by the Industrial Revolution would compel nations

toward peace rather than war. By the prelude to World War I, many,

including religious leaders, perceived a bright future free from war,

interpreting the rise of industrial economics as a harbinger of global

harmony.

At the heart of Britain’s confidence was the triumph of the Industrial

Revolution. The first World’s Fair in 1851, housed in the Crystal Palace,

showcased Britain as a pinnacle of cultural achievement, symbolizing its

status as a global power and the leader in technological innovation.

However, for Tolkien, who grew up amid the transformations of

industrialization, these advances came at a cost. He cultivated a deep

affection for the countryside and a disdain for rapid industrial change, which

he believed threatened the natural world and humanity’s connection to it.

This rejection of mechanization would manifest in his imaginative works,

particularly in the idyllic Shire, modeled after the rural English landscape he

cherished.

C.S. Lewis, similarly critical of modernization, viewed the relentless

advance of technology with skepticism. He often highlighted the moral

dilemmas posed by industrial progress, as seen in his works where
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characters like King Caspian confront the ethics of using advancements for

exploitation. For both authors, the natural world and its preservation became

central themes, illustrating their deep-rooted belief that industrial

advancements could lead to the degradation of the human spirit and the

environment.

As technological innovations flourished, many believed humanity had

mastered nature, achieving unprecedented progress without divine

assistance. This burgeoning confidence in science and human ingenuity

fostered an unsettling new ambition: to improve humanity itself, a sentiment

that gained traction with the rise of eugenic thinking. Originating with

figures like Francis Galton, eugenics promised to perfect the human race

through scientific intervention, appealing deeply to both secular and

religious domains.

The eugenics movement soon highlighted the perilous trend of diminishing

individual dignity. For Tolkien and Lewis, this obsession with improving

humanity by means of science was a direct threat to the sanctity of life and

human essence. Their narratives often depicted characters grappling with the

duality of virtue and vice, a reflection of humanity’s complex nature, rooted

in both nobility and wretchedness.

As the Great War approached, the glittering hopes of progress clashed

violently with the harsh realities of industrialized warfare. Slaughter on an
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unimaginable scale would expose the myth behind technological

advancement, as soldiers faced mechanized destruction with devastating

consequences. Churchill's fears materialized in the trenches of World War I,

revealing the dark side of the mechanized age—the inability of political and

military leaders to anticipate the catastrophic human costs of their reliance

on advanced technology. 

Ultimately, as the lamps of civilization flickered with the onset of war, it

became painfully clear that the illusion of perpetual progress would be

shattered, foreshadowing the grave realities that awaited. The echoes of this

myth would resonate in the works of Tolkien and Lewis, forever influencing

their depictions of humanity’s struggles against tyranny, subjugation, and

the relentless march of a dehumanizing industrial culture.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Last Battle

Chapter 2: The Last Battle

This chapter draws a compelling parallel between two monumental conflicts

that reshaped Europe: the Thirty Years War of the early seventeenth century

and the First World War of the early twentieth century. British historian C.V.

Wedgwood, reflecting on the Thirty Years War, characterized it as “morally

subversive, economically destructive, socially degrading,” and a prime

example of a “meaningless conflict.” Though this war was rooted in

religious divisions from the Protestant Reformation, it transformed into a

broader power struggle involving many nations across Europe, similar to the

global dynamics of the Great War that followed three centuries later. 

The catastrophic toll of the Thirty Years War, particularly in Germany where

approximately 20% of the population perished due to combat, famine, and

disease, left lingering scars in European consciousness. Peter Wilson, in his

work on the period, notes that soldiers of the First World War believed they

were revisiting the horrors of a conflict not seen in centuries. The Treaty of

Westphalia in 1648 ended the Thirty Years War and aimed to curtail the

religious strife that had fueled it. A pivotal shift towards state sovereignty

and non-interference in religious matters emerged, laying foundations for

modern European diplomacy that persisted until World War I.
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However, contrary to the aims of Westphalia, the First World War became

steeped in religious rhetoric, transforming a local conflict into an imagined

cosmic battle between Good and Evil. This transformation was driven by

clergy across combatant nations, such as Arthur Winnington-Ingram, Bishop

of London, who fervently proclaimed the war as a "Holy War." Notably,

influential figures J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, both educated in British

public schools steeped in notions of duty and patriotism, were drafted into

this military endeavor. Their distinct upbringings—Tolkien's athleticism and

Lewis’s literary and artistic inclinations—exemplified different responses to

the martial fervor of their time.

As young officers, both men confronted the grim realities of trench warfare.

Initially hesitant, they did not share the glorified ideals of a holy crusade.

Tolkien experienced a profound disillusionment with war, acknowledging

that the supposed honor and valor did not prepare them for the horrors faced

on the battlefield. Lewis, too, expressed anxiety and doubts while

confronting the disheartening nature of survival amidst violence. 

Despite intense nationalist sentiment, many soldiers did not frame their

sacrifices in religious terms. Instead, their motivations appeared more

grounded in practical desires to survive and uphold civilizational values,

viewing Britain as a guardian of justice and liberty. In 1914, Prime Minister

Herbert Henry Asquith underscored the moral imperatives entwined with
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national duty as Britain entered the war in defense of Belgium, which had

been attacked by Germany.

The chapter elaborates on the evolution of the war's ethos, as clergy and

political leaders increasingly polarized the conflict as a struggle of divine

significance. They likened their nations to bastions of righteousness,

believing they were engaged in a version of the crusades. This convergence

of nationalism and religion reshaped the understanding of political

motivations during the war. In Britain, public support for the conflict

reflected a belief in the nation as divinely sanctioned to uphold civilization.

Conversely, Germany, under Kaiser Wilhelm II, also portrayed its objectives

as aligned with divine will, with clerics endorsing the war as a defense of a

spiritually justified German identity. This created a battleground where

morality became a distorted weapon, with each side viewing the opposition

as embodying evil and chaos.

With the war unleashing unspeakable atrocities—such as the destruction of

Belgian towns and the first use of chemical weapons—the characterizations

of enemy soldiers became increasingly grotesque and demonic. American

and British clergy fueled this narrative, further entrenching the notion of a

righteous crusade against a barbaric foe. 

Despite the early successes and fervor, the war's continuation led to
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disillusionment within societies. Many leaders held fast to the belief that

victory would herald a global democratization and moral revival. However,

as the conflict progressed, the vast gulf between the optimistic prophecies

touted by clergy and the chaos of the war fostered a shared despair.

Amid this despair, Tolkien and Lewis's paths became intertwined with their

wartime experiences. They survived the war as authors grappling with the

complexities of morality, good, and evil rather than adopting the

triumphalist rhetoric of battle. Their reflections on conflict informed their

later fictional worlds, filled with struggles against dark forces, yet shying

away from the glorification of violence or a simplistic view of moral

absolutism. Rather, they portrayed the coexistence of fear, courage, and the

quest for integrity, contemplating the deeper implications of a world rife

with conflict.

Key Themes Description

Historical
Conflicts

Parallels drawn between the Thirty Years War and the First World
War. Both conflicts were transformative for Europe.

Impact on
Europe

The Thirty Years War devastated Germany, causing a significant
population decline and deep societal scars, influencing the memories
of WWI soldiers.

Transformation
of Warfare
Rhetoric

The First World War's religious framing marked a shift from the
secular motivations of earlier conflicts, contrasting with the Treaty of
Westphalia's aims.

Responses of
Tolkien and

Both authors served as young officers in WWI, confronting the grim
realities of war and expressing disillusionment with the glorified ideals
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Key Themes Description

Lewis of battle.

Nationalism vs.
Religion

In both Britain and Germany, leaders intertwined nationalism with
religious rhetoric, characterizing the war as a moral struggle.

Disillusionment As the war progressed, earlier idealism gave way to despair,
particularly in the experiences of Tolkien and Lewis.

Literary
Reflections

Tolkien and Lewis’s war experiences shaped their later literary works,
which grapple with complex themes of morality, courage, and
integrity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The need for moral clarity in the face of conflict

Critical Interpretation: In a world where conflicts often blur the lines

between good and evil, realizing the importance of moral clarity can

inspire you to approach challenges with integrity and empathy. Just

like Tolkien and Lewis, who emerged from the horrors of war to

reflect on the nuanced nature of morality in their writings, you can

strive to navigate your own battles—not with the simplistic views

dictated by nationalism or dogma, but by seeking a deeper

understanding of the human condition and the complexities that define

it. This commitment to moral clarity can guide you in making choices

that align with your values, helping you forge a path of personal

integrity in tumultuous times.
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Chapter 3 Summary: In a Hole In the Ground There
Lived a Hobbit

Chapter 3 Summary: War and Inspiration

As tensions soared in Europe, J.R.R. Tolkien was a young Lieutenant on the

verge of war, just as the catastrophic Battle of Jutland erupted in June 1916.

This monumental naval conflict pitted the British Grand Fleet against the

German Navy, illustrating the sheer brutality and scope of World War I,

where over 6,000 British sailors lost their lives in a matter of hours. The

aftermath left society grappling with profound loss and questioning the

meaning of heroism in such widespread devastation.

Amidst this turmoil, Tolkien belonged to the “Tea Club and Barrovian

Society” (TCBS), a group of friends dedicated to literature and lofty

aspirations for legacy. They met for pivotal conversations at Wiseman's

residence shortly before enlisting. Tolkien, aware of the war’s potential

consequences, felt a deep bond with his peers, promising to preserve their

fellowship amid chaos.

As the brutal realities of the war unfolded, the long Battle of Verdun

exemplified the gruesome nature of trench warfare, where countless lives

were drained in a struggle marked by futile offensives. The French faced
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unspeakable horror, as their soldiers endured immense suffering in a quest

for survival against German assaults.

On June 4, 1916, Tolkien was deployed, contemplating the loss of his idyllic

life back in England. His sentiments echoed in his poetry as he expressed a

deep yearning for home, encapsulating the sense of exile felt by soldiers like

himself— extended themes that would later reflect in his epic writing.

With a wave of enlistments after the war's initial excitement, Britain’s

military quickly expanded, yet the realization of the war's dire situation led

to the implementation of conscription—a difficult reality for many young

men. This was compounded by escalating casualties nearing 200,000 British

soldiers by the summer of 1916, unveiling the cruel shifts in soldiers’

perceptions where idealism gave way to despair and resilience.

As the infamous Battle of the Somme commenced on July 1, 1916, Tolkien’s

battalion awaited deployment. The initial assault would infamously become

the deadliest day in British military history, with thousands perishing in a

single dawn, a precursor to the extensive horrors that would unfold during

the long and bloody campaign.

Despite being in indirect engagement, Tolkien's role as a signals officer

connected him intricately to the chaos of war. As he witnessed the toll on his

comrades and the relentless barrage of cannon fire, he remained grounded in
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his creative pursuits, beginning to sketch ideas that would evolve into the

very myths encapsulated in his later works.

The loss of fellow TCBS members, especially Robert Gilson at the Somme,

weighed heavily on Tolkien, fueling a profound sense of grief and loss. Their

friendship, cemented by shared aspirations and literary interest, would echo

throughout Tolkien's creative legacy.

Amidst the turmoil, Tolkien's narrative began to weave threads of courage

and despair, reflecting the plight of ordinary men thrust into impossible

situations. As he recuperated from trench fever in a hospital, he ventured to

manifest his wartime experiences into a tapestry populated with

hobbits—those steadfast characters thrust into grand conflict, echoing the

heroism found in the increasingly vulnerable lives of those who fought in the

Great War.

As depicted in his writings, the allegorical hobbits drew directly from his

reflections on ordinary soldiers—their simplicity belied a profound strength

resonating with Tolkien’s memories of the battlefield. These small,

seemingly insignificant figures embody the unyielding spirit and

determination required to triumph against overwhelming odds, thus etching

a lasting homage to the comrades lost and the valor displayed during the

horrors of war. 
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In the aftermath of the carnage, Tolkien recognized that it was not only the

grand gestures of war that warranted reflection but the quiet heroism of those

who endured in the trenches, surviving against the darkness that threatened

to consume them—a theme that would resonate throughout his life and

literary works.
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Chapter 4: The Lion, the Witch, and the War

Chapter 4 Summary: The Lion, the Witch, and the War

On September 30, 1914, shortly after the onset of World War I, C.S. Lewis

found himself in serene Great Bookham, England, under the tutelage of

William Thompson Kirkpatrick, his father's former mentor. Initially

charmed by the village's timeless beauty, Lewis's tranquility was interrupted

by the ominous backdrop of war—one that Britain had reluctantly joined

after Germany invaded Belgium. The mood shifted dramatically as

recruitment drives flooded the nation, urging men to join the fight. War fever

gripped the community, and Lewis observed, “There is a good deal of war

fever raging here, as is natural.”

With German advances overwhelming Belgian defenses, refugees soon

poured into England, and Lewis noted the community’s efforts to shelter

them. Amidst this turmoil, he expressed concern over the risks of crossing

the English Channel, especially with German submarines threatening

civilian lives.

As soldiers returned home with harrowing tales of the front, Lewis met

Oswald Smythe, a former student who had lost an arm yet displayed an

unyielding spirit. Unlike Smythe and his brother Warren, who was already
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on the front lines, Lewis did not share a fervent desire to engage in battle.

His studies of Homer’s "The Iliad," a work starkly depicting the brutality of

war, dampened any romanticized notions of glory. 

Pursuing his passion for literature, Lewis immersed himself in the works of

Romantic poets, seeking solace amid the chaos. The transformative

experience came when he read George MacDonald’s "Phantastes." The book

sparked a profound awakening within him, introducing a sense of spiritual

depth and beauty that contrasted sharply with the stark realities of the war.

MacDonald’s narrative challenged readers to awaken their own

imaginations, something that resonated deeply with Lewis.

Yet, the respite offered by literature soon clashed with the harsh reality of

war. Conscription loomed, compelling Lewis to confront the inevitable—he

would have to enlist. Despite his reluctance, he feared the social stigma of

remaining behind as his peers fought.

June 1916 marked a pivotal moment—the war entered a new and grimmer

phase. Lewis was finally ordered to enlist, just as British forces prepared for

the devastating Battle of the Somme. He expressed to his father how tragic it

was to think his youth would soon be overshadowed by the brutality of war.

The carnage escalated, with tragic losses in the Ulster Division and other

battalions. Lewis grappled with the toll of mortality, becoming increasingly

disillusioned with the idea of a benevolent God in the face of such suffering.
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His existing doubts were encouraged by Kirkpatrick's skeptical influence,

leading Lewis to view Christianity as one mythology among many.

By the time he reached Oxford in 1917, the war had cast an inevitable

shadow over academic life. Amidst a looming sense of dread, Lewis formed

close friendships with new acquaintances, Edward “Paddy” Moore and

Laurence Johnson, who would profoundly influence his outlook on life,

philosophy, and spirituality.

When war duty called, Lewis found himself at the front lines in France,

experiencing combat on his nineteenth birthday. Though he initially masked

the reality of war in his letters home, the horrors soon became undeniable.

The relentless winter and the psychological toll of trench warfare led him to

pen poems reflecting his experiences, striking a chord between humanity and

brutality.

In March 1918, the war escalated further with Germany's surprise offensive,

signaling desperation for the Allied forces. Lewis lost several friends,

including Paddy Moore, with whom he had forged a profound bond.

Tragedy deepened when he himself was wounded but spared from the front's

worst.

During his recovery in the hospital, the contrast between the beauty of the

English countryside and the horrors he had witnessed began transforming his
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worldview. Recovery allowed him to contemplate the existence of beauty

and spirit beyond the conflict. "Something outside time and place" began to

take shape in his beliefs, illuminating a path toward a deeper understanding

of existence. This journey, informed by both his literary influences and

personal experiences, set the foundation for the themes of struggle and

redemption that would emerge in his later works, including the beloved

Chronicles of Narnia.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Land of Shadow

### Chapter 5 Summary: The Land of Shadow

Three weeks after the end of the First World War on November 11, 1918,

U.S. President Woodrow Wilson traveled to Europe with a vision for a new

global order. His Fourteen Points aimed to secure peace through democracy,

collective security, and the establishment of a League of Nations. Many

Europeans, ravaged by war and loss, embraced Wilson as a symbol of hope,

believing he could guide humanity toward a harmonious future.

Upon Wilson's arrival in Paris on December 13, 1918, he was welcomed as a

messianic figure. Streets were filled with crowds chanting for a "Wilson

peace." His vision resonated globally, captivating nationalist movements

from Korea to Arabia. Historians noted that, before disillusionment set in,

the world was eager to hear his proclamations of progress and democracy.

However, Wilson's idealism clashed with the world’s harsh realities. The

Treaty of Versailles, signed on June 28, 1919, failed to deliver on its

promises, leading to widespread disappointment among both victors and the

vanquished. Notably, the treaty did not provide a framework for lasting

peace, as old rivalries and power politics resurfaced.
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### The End of Illusions

In the years following the war, the pervasive brutality and futility of the

conflict contributed to profound disillusionment among a generation.

Prominent writers like Robert Graves, Siegfried Sassoon, and Erich

Remarque encapsulated the mood of despair, portraying a world forever

altered by devastation. The war's toll was staggering, with estimates of over

sixteen million dead, millions more wounded, and countless civilians

suffering through hunger and oppression, marking a shift toward a cynical

worldview regarding democracy and civilization.

Britain, France, and Germany, among others, experienced immense losses

and grief. The human cost of the war reverberated deeply, leading to an

extensive effort to commemorate the dead through memorials, cemeteries,

and ceremonies, including the institution of a two-minute silence on

Armistice Day, a somber reflection on the shattered landscape of postwar

Europe.

### The Vertigo Years

This collective trauma gave rise to a cultural environment steeped in despair,

a sense of impending crisis, and dread. The literature of the time reflected a

deep skepticism toward established norms and values. Works capturing

feelings of decay, such as Spengler's *The Decline of the West* and Auden's
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*The Dance of Death*, echoed a prevalent belief that civilization was in

decline.

Many sought new ideologies as replacements for lost beliefs—ranging from

socialism to eugenics—attempting to explain or cope with the profound

societal shifts. Notably, the war facilitated the rise of three major

phenomena: the Spanish flu pandemic, revolutionary communism, and the

emergence of fascism.

### Unleashing New Plagues

The Spanish flu, which claimed an estimated sixty million lives globally,

compounded the devastation left by the war, disproportionately affecting

young adults and overwhelming healthcare systems. Amidst this, atheistic

communism emerged after the fall of the Romanov dynasty in Russia,

leading to dictatorial rule under Lenin and the Bolsheviks, which entailed

violent repression.

At the same time, fascism began to rise in Italy under Benito Mussolini,

exploiting social and economic turmoil. This politico-economic system

rejected democracy and advocated for totalitarianism, epitomizing a growing

discontent with the failures of postwar society.

### The Crisis of Faith
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The aftermath of the war ushered in a profound crisis in faith and belief

systems across Europe. Traditional Christian values seemed to falter

alongside the collapse of longstanding political structures. As many grappled

with their faith, influential thinkers like Karl Barth criticized the church’s

complicity in the war, articulating a robust response to liberal theologies that

promised utopia.

Freud's psychoanalysis gained traction as soldiers returned with "shell

shock," and many began to see religious beliefs as a barrier to confronting

harsh realities. Writers like C. S. Lewis articulated a sense of existential

despair that captured the sentiments of a generation overwhelmed by grief

and confusion.

### The Great War With Owen Barfield

Amidst this intellectual tumult, Lewis’s friendship with Owen Barfield

introduced him to complex philosophical ideas that challenged his

skepticism. Their debates shaped Lewis's thoughts on mythology and the

human experience, leading him to reconsider the importance of traditional

beliefs and the possibility of truth found in ancient narratives.

This evolving intellectual landscape culminated in a transformative

conversation between Lewis and Tolkien in September 1931, where they
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grappled with the nature of myth and its relationship to faith. Tolkien argued

that myths, rather than being mere fables, were reflections of divine truth,

opening a door for Lewis to understand Christianity not just as a myth but as

a living, historical reality.

### The Great Collaboration

Their friendship blossomed into a fruitful collaboration that would yield

some of the most beloved literary works of the century. Tolkien’s labor on

*The Hobbit* and later *The Lord of the Rings* was greatly influenced by

Lewis's encouragement, while Lewis’s own works, inspired by Tolkien’s

vision, sought to articulate a hopeful narrative amidst despair. Their joint

efforts contributed to a cultural renaissance, reshaping literature and myth in

ways that would resonate for generations, providing a moral framework that

illuminated the struggle between good and evil in a world marked by doubt.

In conclusion, their creative endeavors stood as a powerful response to the

annihilation of ideals wrought by the Great War, introducing themes of

resilience, heroism, and the potential for redemption in an era fraught with

darkness.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of hope and resilience in the face of

despair

Critical Interpretation: In times of overwhelming darkness, it’s

essential to hold onto hope and resilience, much like President

Woodrow Wilson inspired a broken Europe after the First World War.

Just as he became a beacon for those seeking peace and a better future,

you too can embody that spirit in your own life. When faced with

personal challenges or societal turmoil, remember that your strength

and optimism can uplift others. By embracing a hopeful outlook, you

can foster a sense of community and collaboration, encouraging not

just yourself but those around you to believe that, despite the shadows

of despair, a brighter tomorrow is possible.
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Chapter 6 Summary: That Hideous Strength

### Chapter 6: That Hideous Strength

In the midst of the summer of 430 BC, the Peloponnesian War unfolds—a

catastrophic struggle between Athens and Sparta that would endure for

twenty-seven agonizing years. Historian Thucydides chronicles the war,

anticipating its monumental impact on the Greek world. This conflict

heralds a descent into suffering, marked by atrocities, starvation, and

widespread upheaval, ultimately leading to the demise of Athenian

democracy.

As the war rages, Athens is struck by a mysterious and devastating plague.

The disease spreads uncontrollably, instigating panic and despair among the

populace. Thucydides notes that the plague does not discriminate by class or

character; moral fabric disintegrates as friends abandon one another, and

families flee. Individuals prioritize immediate gratification over honor,

dismissing the constraints of divine or social law as they witness rampant

death.

Drawing parallels to the post-First World War sentiment, author G. J. Myer

describes how soldiers grappled with despair and a loss of meaning amid the

horrors of trench warfare. This backdrop makes the literary work of J.R.R.
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Tolkien and C.S. Lewis all the more striking, as they reject the pervasive

nihilism of their time. In his 1955 review of Tolkien's *The Fellowship of

the Ring*, Lewis describes its embodiment of heroic romance, presenting a

monumental struggle between Good and Evil that mirrors the deep-seated

anguish experienced during wartime.

Tolkien and Lewis's narratives, rich in fantasy yet imbued with stark

realities, express profound truths about the human condition—highlighting

humanity’s struggle against evil and the longing for virtue. The enduring

appeal of their works, confirmed through surveys and translations, attests to

their robust exploration of these timeless themes.

The chapters of their lives as soldiers influenced their views on the nature of

evil, highlighting its presence as both a spiritual force and a manifestation of

humanity's dark tendencies. They grapple with the concept that evil

penetrates the hearts of individuals, as exemplified by the corrupting

influence of the One Ring in *The Lord of the Rings*. In this saga, a

seemingly innocuous item becomes an instrument of domination, revealing

how desire can lead to ruin.

Both authors delineate a struggle against a broader cosmic evil, echoing their

experiences in World War I. In *The Chronicles of Narnia*, characters are

faced with the wicked Queen Jadis, who embodies self-serving cruelty,

mirroring the darkness observed in the human experience.
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Evil, for Lewis and Tolkien, is a perversion of goodness, outweighing

notions of free will and often leading to tragic consequences. They convey a

sense of moral responsibility amidst overwhelming darkness, contending

that choices, no matter how constrained, remain crucial in the battle against

evil.

Interestingly, rather than succumbing to fatalism, their protagonists grapple

with their shortcomings, showcasing free will within a narrative steeped in

moral responsibility. For instance, Frodo Baggins, the reluctant Ring-bearer,

grapples with his task to destroy the Ring while confronting the seductive

allure of power. This struggle is paradoxical; while they face overwhelming

odds, the characters evolve through acts of courage, friendship, and love.

Even as they confront despair, there are glimpses of hope and resilience.

Through alliances and bonds forged in adversity, the characters find strength

to confront their fears. The enduring friendships that emerge, particularly

between Frodo and Sam, encapsulate their belief in the importance of

camaraderie amid conflict.

Tolkien and Lewis’s perspectives on war are nuanced, recognizing the

heroism in sacrifice and the necessity of fighting back against evil. Their

storytelling navigates the fog of despair while holding onto the possibility of

restoration and redemption, encouraging readers to discern their paths in the
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face of life's challenges.

Throughout their works, the themes of choice, destiny, and the perilous

journey against evil resound. By invoking medieval heroism, they illustrate

that even in darkness, there lies a flicker of hope awaiting those courageous

enough to resist and fight for good.

In essence, Tolkien and Lewis remind us that our choices fundamentally

shape the narrative of our lives, elevating the ordinary into the realm of the

extraordinary through acts of bravery, sacrifice, and the power of friendship

in the ongoing struggle against the shadows that seek to overwhelm

humanity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of choice in the face of evil

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads where every

decision you make has the potential to alter your life's path

significantly. Just like Frodo Baggins who wrestles with the burden of

the One Ring, you confront moral dilemmas that challenge your

integrity and resolve. This chapter teaches you that despite the chaos

and despair that surrounds you, your choices matter and carry the

weight of personal responsibility. By choosing to act with honor,

kindness, and courage, even in the darkest times, you can illuminate

your own journey and inspire those around you to harness their

strength against the shadows of their own struggles. Embrace the

notion that every small act of friendship or bravery can create ripples

of hope, transforming both your life and the world beyond,

reminiscent of Tolkien and Lewis’s profound messages of resilience

and altruism.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Conclusion: The Return of the King

CONCLUSION: The Return of the King

In the somber aftermath of the Great War, the last soldier to perish was an

American, Private Henry Gunther, who fell at precisely 10:59 a.m. on

November 11, 1918, just one minute before the Armistice took effect.

Gunther’s ill-fated charge against a German machine gun nest epitomized

the tragic futility of the war, culminating in an immediate silence where once

there was chaotic gunfire. His violent death starkly contrasted the joy of

liberation that followed, revealing a deep-rooted sorrow that overshadowed

celebratory parades and jubilant gatherings around the world. The poet

Thomas Hardy articulated this duality in human experience, capturing the

persistent anguish felt by many who survived the devastation of the conflict.

Amidst this historical context, acclaimed writers J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S.

Lewis grappled with the notion of hope in a world that had seemingly

surrendered to despair. The war, they perceived, had shattered the belief in

mankind's steady progression toward an ideal future, instead exposing the

pervasive reality of human greed and conflict—a theme central to both their

works. They found that the eternal struggle between good and evil, and the

inherent darkness within humanity, posed existential questions about the

possibility of hope.
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Their narratives often depict moments when all hope appears lost,

particularly in Lewis's *The Last Battle*, where evil conquers Narnia

through deception. The malevolent Shift the Ape and the Calormenes

manipulate truth, creating a dire reality where courage seems impotent.

Roonwit the Centaur’s reflections on noble death affirm Lewis's theme: in a

world gripped by darkness, noble sacrifices cannot halt an inevitable end.

This bleak outlook resonates deeply within Tolkien’s *The Lord of the

Rings*, showcasing a world where despair looms as characters confront the

enigma of their existence. Frodo, consumed by the burden of the Ring,

resigns to failure, echoing the belief that even the most virtuous efforts may

ultimately yield little against the force of evil.

A pivotal aspect of both authors’ philosophies is the acknowledgment that

human endeavors cannot entirely overcome malevolence. This contrasts

sharply with contemporary hero narratives that celebrate individualistic

triumphs, wherein protagonists rely on personal strength to vanquish evil

without the need for divine intervention. In Tolkien and Lewis's tales, heroes

are depicted with poignant realism—overwhelmed, defeated, yet ultimately

aided by a grace outside themselves.

This overarching theme culminates in the concept of eucatastrophe, or the

“joyous turn”—a moment of unexpected grace that redeems a seemingly

catastrophic situation. In *The Lord of the Rings*, Frodo’s quest seems
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doomed until his failure inadvertently leads to the Ring’s destruction by

Gollum, illustrating how grace can triumph through the unlikeliest of events.

Similarly, in *The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe*, Aslan’s sacrifice for

Edmund’s betrayal highlights the depth of grace that counters treachery with

redemption and resurrection.

The concluding echoes of these epic narratives reveal an intertwined

relationship between grief and joy—experiences deeply ingrained in the

human condition. As seen in the biblical stories of Ezra or the aftermath of

the Great War, moments of celebration are often accompanied by the heavy

burden of loss. The Armistice was celebrated as a monumental victory, yet it

could not erase the deep scars left by years of unparalleled violence.

In the wake of such devastation, Tolkien and Lewis found solace in the

belief in a transformative king, whose return would bring restoration and

healing. This figure embodies ultimate goodness and hope, representing not

only the fulfillment of prophetic longing but the path to redemption beyond

the turmoil of human existence. The imagery crafted by Lewis in *The Last

Battle*, where Aslan triumphs over darkness, calls to mind a messianic

promise that resonates across cultures and histories.

Both authors invited readers to recognize the profundity of their shared

myth—a truth that transcends mere storytelling and reflects the deeper

realities of sacrifice, courage, and grace. Their works compel us to confront
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our own narratives in the face of light and darkness, urging us to consider

the cost of our choices in the unfolding epic of existence.

Ultimately, the vision they present is one of hope in the face of despair,

where the long-awaited king arrives and transforms sorrow into joy,

reminding us that all that is sad may indeed come untrue. This revelation

shines brightly against the backdrop of human suffering, affirming a belief

that even amidst chaos and ruin, redemption and meaning await through the

light of the true King, who heals and renews all creation.
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