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About the book

Embark on an extraordinary journey through the defining story of one of

America's greatest presidents in "A. Lincoln" by Ronald C. White Jr. In this

compelling biography, White peels back the layers of time to reveal the

human dimensions of Abraham Lincoln, exploring his profound wisdom,

steadfast integrity, and unparalleled leadership that continue to resonate

today. Set against the backdrop of a nation divided, this narrative captures

Lincoln’s journey from humble beginnings to the White House, highlighting

his enduring compassion and relentless pursuit of equality and justice. With

meticulous research and insightful prose, White brings to life the trials and

triumphs that shaped Lincoln’s character and presidency, promising readers

an enthralling exploration of a leader whose legacy still shapes the contours

of modern America. Dive into this captivating tale, where history and

humanity intertwine, and discover the man behind the myth in an account

that is both enlightening and inspiring.
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About the author

Ronald C. White Jr. is an esteemed historian and accomplished author

specializing in American history, particularly the life and times of Abraham

Lincoln. A product of distinguished academic institutions, White boasts a

robust educational background with degrees from UCLA, Princeton

Theological Seminary, and Princeton University. His extensive research and

scholarly writing have cemented his reputation as a preeminent Lincoln

scholar. His works are celebrated for their meticulous attention to detail and

engaging narrative style, offering readers fresh perspectives on well-trodden

historical subjects. "A. Lincoln: A Biography," one of his acclaimed works,

reflects his commitment to unraveling the complex persona of one of

America's most iconic presidents. Aside from his writing, White is a

sought-after lecturer, engaging audiences nationwide in the rich tapestry of

American history with a particular focus on the deeply transformative 19th

century.
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Chapter 1 Summary: A. Lincoln and the Promise of
America

Chapter 1 explores the enduring enigma of Abraham Lincoln, a figure who

 transcends simple definitions and remains a subject of fascination for

Americans. At his Springfield, Illinois home, Lincoln used the understated

"A. Lincoln" to sign his name, a humble moniker that belies the myriad

labels and interpretations others have forced upon him throughout his life

and posthumously.

Lincoln stood in stark contrast to figures like George Washington, with his

towering, raw-boned physique and an unruly mane of black hair. Walt

Whitman famously described his face as "so awful ugly it becomes

beautiful," yet Lincoln’s eloquent words often made his appearance

secondary to those who listened. His speeches and writings remain timeless,

resonating across generations and shaping the American identity.

The nickname "Honest Abe" was born from his decision to repay debts after

his store failed—an unusual act of integrity during a time when many chose

to flee from their obligations. His political supporters and foes each created

labels like "Old Abe," "Rail Splitter," and "Father Abraham," reflecting

attempts to define him through various critical episodes in his life. The title

“Great Emancipator” followed the signing of the Emancipation

Proclamation, a controversial yet defining act in his presidency.
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Lincoln’s self-definition remains elusive due to the lack of a personal diary

or public confession of his thoughts. His law partner, William Herndon,

described him as "the most ... shut-mouthed man," protecting his inner life

from public scrutiny. Nevertheless, Lincoln kept informal journals through

notes on scraps of paper, revealing his intellectual curiosity and personal

evolution on topics like slavery and politics.

Lincoln's moral integrity formed the core of his identity, with roots in the

Bible, Shakespeare, and his ambition, which he learned to temper. He

comfortably navigated ambiguity, often deliberating on issues from multiple

perspectives. His appreciation for Shakespearean drama influenced his

political career, allowing him to act as both a lead actor and director in the

theater of American politics.

Despite lacking formal military experience, Lincoln redefined the role of

commander in chief during the Civil War, pioneering methods of modern

leadership and communication. He adeptly harnessed emerging technologies

such as the telegraph and understood the media's influence, using public

letters to shape opinions. His Gettysburg Address, though brief, eloquently

captured his moral vision and continues to inspire.

Though often perceived as not religious due to his lack of church affiliation,

Lincoln's later writings, including his second inaugural address, reflect deep
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spiritual insights. Personal notes and mentors reveal an evolving belief

system that intertwined with his political ideologies.

Lincoln's legacy lies in his ability to redefine America in response to the

country's challenges. Initially conservative, he grew to embrace a

forward-thinking vision, advocating for reassessment of past doctrines to

address contemporary issues. His life serves as a prism through which to

view America's past and future, with his words illuminating the nation’s

enduring values and aspirations.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Undistinguished Families 1809–16

In Chapter 2, we delve into the early history of Abraham Lincoln and his

 family, tracing their journey from England to the American frontier. This

chapter also provides insight into Lincoln's reflection on his own ancestry

and early life, set against the backdrop of his unexpected rise to prominence

in 1860 when he became the Republican Party's presidential nominee.

Abraham Lincoln was propelled into the national spotlight as the Republican

nominee for president, arousing public curiosity about his modest

background. Tasked with crafting a campaign biography, John Locke

Scripps of the Chicago Press and Tribune successfully persuaded Lincoln to

write a brief autobiography. Despite Lincoln's reservations about discussing

his early life, he penned this account using an unusual third-person narrative,

maintaining a focus on his self-made image.

The chapter traces Lincoln's desire to verify his lineage, which proved

unsuccessful beyond his grandfather. This curiosity contrasts with his public

portrayal as a self-reliant individual, an image cultivated to appeal to the

19th-century ideal of rugged individualism. Lincoln's paternal roots are

explored, revealing a complex lineage that stretched back to Samuel

Lincoln's migration from England to Massachusetts during the "Great

Migration" of the 1630s. This movement was motivated by both religious

dissent and economic opportunity, as Puritans like Samuel Lincoln sought a
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new life away from the tyranny of church and state.

Samuel's descendants continued to embody his adventurous spirit, advancing

further into the American frontier. Mordecai Lincoln, Jr., moved from

Massachusetts to New Jersey and Pennsylvania, becoming a prosperous

landowner and businessman in the burgeoning iron industry. His lineage

eventually led to John Lincoln, who ventured from Pennsylvania to the

Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. This part of Virginia was developing

uniquely with small farms, quite different from the large tobacco plantations

prevalent elsewhere in the state.

John’s son, Capt. Abraham Lincoln—the future president's

grandfather—followed Daniel Boone’s mythic journey into Kentucky. Yet,

life on the frontier was fraught with danger. Capt. Lincoln was killed in a

Native American attack in 1786, leaving his son, Thomas Lincoln

(Abraham’s father), at just six years old with no father. Thomas Lincoln's

life was marked by transience and toil, working various jobs to help support

his family.

Thomas, often portrayed unfavorably in contrast to his illustrious son, was a

hard-working man, albeit with limited formal education, who struggled with

land title issues in Kentucky. These difficulties and the pervasive issue of

slavery drove Thomas to relocate his family to Indiana, a free state, in search

of better opportunities.
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The chapter also outlines the religious and social climate of early

19th-century Kentucky, where debates over slavery were rife. Many

Protestant denominations, including Baptists, with whom the Lincoln family

was affiliated, were divided on the issue. Young Abraham Lincoln was

subtly exposed to these antislavery sentiments, likely influencing his later

views.

Abraham's mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, is mentioned fondly, albeit

briefly, in Lincoln’s later reflections. Known for her kindness and amiable

nature, she was pivotal in shaping Abraham’s early life despite the hardships

faced by the family as pioneers.

This exploration of the Lincoln family saga not only highlights their

migratory pursuit of opportunity but also paints a picture of American

expansion and the evolving frontier spirit. The narrative underscores how

Broadway themes of exploration, resilience, and self-reliance were etched

into Abraham Lincoln's character, setting the stage for his future role as a

pivotal figure in American history.

Section Summary

Introduction to
Chapter 2

Explores early life and family history of Abraham Lincoln, highlighting
the Lincoln family's migration from England to the American frontier
and Lincoln's rise to prominence in 1860.
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Section Summary

Lincoln's
Autobiography

Discusses the creation of a brief autobiography by Lincoln, urged by
John Locke Scripps to promote Lincoln's self-made image as part of
his presidential campaign.

Ancestry and
Lineage

Delves into Lincoln's curiosity about his lineage, focusing on his
paternal lines and the migration of his ancestors like Samuel Lincoln
during the "Great Migration." 

Migration to
the Frontier

Details the movement of the Lincoln family through Massachusetts to
the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia and finally to Kentucky with Capt.
Abraham Lincoln's journey.

Challenges
and Hardships

Describes Capt. Lincoln’s untimely death in Kentucky, the struggles of
Thomas Lincoln with land titles, and his decision to move to a free
state due to slavery issues.

Religious and
Social
Influences

Highlights the religious climate in Kentucky, the Lincoln family's Baptist
affiliations, and early antislavery sentiments influencing young
Abraham Lincoln.

Nancy Hanks
Lincoln

Mentions the role of Lincoln's mother in shaping his early life with her
kindness and influence amidst family hardships.

Conclusion
Ties together the Lincoln family's migration narrative with themes of
American expansion, frontier resilience, and its impact on Lincoln's
character and destiny.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Persistent in Learning 1816–30

Chapter 3 of this text delves into the transformative years of young Abraham

 Lincoln, highlighting his growth from a boy of seven to a young man of

twenty-one in Indiana, showcasing his thirst for knowledge and moral

development. Arriving in Indiana with his family in the fall of 1816, Lincoln

entered a critical phase of life that would shape his physical prowess,

intellectual curiosity, and moral compass. By twenty-one, his

six-foot-four-inch, two-hundred-pound frame and intellectual acuity

distinguished him in the frontier’s rugged culture.

The chapter begins with the family's migration from Kentucky to Indiana,

emphasizing the formidable challenges they faced. Thomas Lincoln,

Abraham's father, led the family's move across the Ohio River, using a

flatboat to navigate through dense wilderness, marking their new land in

Indiana. Weeks later, the family, leaving behind furniture due to Thomas’s

carpentry skills, embarked on their journey to their new home. They paused

to remember Thomas Lincoln Jr., who had died four years earlier, before

making their way to Indiana.

In Indiana, the Lincolns settled into harsh frontier life, with Thomas and

Abraham immediately engaging in the task of clearing land and constructing

a cabin. This experience with hard labor was a significant part of Lincoln's

upbringing, instilling a work ethic and muscle coordination that remained
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with him. Abraham's skill with an ax became part of his identity and

campaign narrative decades later.

Frontier life was lonely and challenging, with the ever-present forest

evoking a sense of isolation. In a poignant incident, young Abraham

mistakenly shot a turkey, an act that imbued in him a sorrow that led him to

swear off hunting large game for life. The narrative also explores the arrival

of relatives, such as Nancy’s aunt and her family, who brought

companionship and a semblance of community.

Tragedy struck in 1818 with the onset of "milk sickness," claiming the lives

of Abraham's mother, Nancy, and other relatives, leaving a profound gap in

Lincoln’s young life. Thomas Lincoln remarried in 1819, bringing Sarah

Bush Johnston into the family, a woman who proved to be a loving and

supportive stepmother to Abraham, fostering his educational pursuits despite

an indifferent father. This period also marked the beginning of Abraham's

formal education, though sporadic and informal.

Lincoln’s quest for knowledge was relentless. His stepmother Sarah

supported his intellectual pursuits, recognizing his disdain for physical labor

and passion for learning. He read voraciously, committing passages to

memory and preserving meaningful excerpts in his copy book. Lincoln’s

commitment to self-education, despite limited resources, underscored his

intellectual growth and future success.
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During these years, Lincoln also confronted complex social and ethical

issues. He witnessed the effects of slavery during a trip to New Orleans, a

journey that left lasting impressions on his views about human freedom and

equality. This experience was coupled with his increasing encounters with

the law and political ideas, such as his encounter with ferry rights in

Kentucky—his first brush with legal proceedings.

Lincoln’s transition into adulthood was marked by these encounters with

varied social and moral landscapes, coupled with his own aspirations. By

1830, as he and his family once again moved—this time to Illinois—he

found himself at a crossroads, pondering his future, desiring to strike out on

his own yet bound by familial obligations.

His time in Indiana laid the groundwork for Lincoln’s later life. He emerged

as a young man with a strong moral compass, deeply informed by his

readings, experiences, and the nurturing of his stepmother. This chapter

paints a vivid picture of Lincoln's formative years, capturing the essence of

his early life that shaped the man who would eventually become one of

America’s most revered leaders.
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Chapter 4: Rendering Myself Worthy of Their Esteem
1831–34

In Chapter 4, the narrative intertwines the early developmental years of

 Abraham Lincoln in New Salem, Illinois, with his burgeoning ambition and

societal contributions. The chapter opens with a vivid scene in April 1831,

where the village residents of New Salem witness a tall young man,

Abraham Lincoln, skillfully navigating a stranded flatboat. His adept

handling of this situation marks his initial introduction to the community,

paving the way for Lincoln's deeper engagement with New Salem.

Lincoln's subsequent journey to New Orleans aboard a flatboat

commissioned by Denton Offutt, a businessman with ambitious, albeit

impractical, ventures, notably shapes his experiences. Along with his

stepbrother, John D. Johnston, and cousin, John Hanks, Lincoln successfully

completes the voyage, selling cargo in New Orleans before returning to New

Salem, marking a pivotal transition into a new phase of his life.

Settling in New Salem, Lincoln perceives the village's foundational promise,

established in 1829 by Southern settlers James Rutledge and John Cameron,

who hoped to develop it into a flourishing river town. With few settlements

farther north, New Salem appeals to Lincoln for its potential and proximity,

aligning with his ambitions to carve a new path distinct from his family's

farming roots.
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Amidst New Salem's optimistic environment, Lincoln finds himself

integrating into local life, engaging in activities that reflect both community

camaraderie and individual aspirations. A notable incident involves Lincoln

in a wrestling match with Jack Armstrong, a local strongman, which

ultimately earns him the respect and acceptance of the local community.

Such events, though seemingly minor, underscore Lincoln's journey of

gaining esteem and building social capital.

As Lincoln navigates these formative years, he progressively distances

himself from past constraints, embracing the community's dynamism. His

role evolves further when he assumes the position of postmaster in 1833,

offering him not only a federal appointment but also a strategic vantage

point to expand his social network and engage with a wider community.

Additionally, Lincoln ventures into surveying, acquiring equipment and

skills on credit, a testament to his relentless pursuit of opportunities despite

limited means.

His early political ambitions materialize in 1832 with a run for the Illinois

legislature, driven by encouragement from friends and the strategic objective

of advocating for internal improvements such as roads and waterways.

Although Lincoln loses this initial race, his campaign reflects his core

ambition: earning the esteem of his community by proving himself worthy.
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Characterized by an insatiable intellectual curiosity, Lincoln immerses

himself in reading and debating, often influenced by Enlightenment thinkers

like Constantin Volney and Thomas Paine. These influences challenge his

preconceived notions, fostering a critical perspective that distances him from

his familial Baptist roots and shapes his views on religion and society.

In 1834, Lincoln leverages his growing reputation and connections, fortified

by his civic roles and immersive learning, to win a seat in the Illinois

legislature. This victory marks a significant stride in his political journey,

affirming his ambition to serve and garner the esteem of his peers, while

setting the stage for his future endeavors.

In summary, Chapter 4 intricately chronicles Lincoln's pivotal years in New

Salem, underscoring his relentless pursuit of personal growth, intellectual

development, and societal acceptance. Through deft storytelling and keen

insight, the narrative portrays Lincoln's evolution from a resourceful young

man seeking new opportunities to a respected figure poised to make

impactful contributions in public life.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Whole People of Sangamon
1834–37

Chapter 5 highlights a transformative period in the early political and

 personal life of Abraham Lincoln, charting his journey from a young,

relatively unknown man to a rising political figure in Illinois. The narrative

opens with Lincoln's eager departure to the Illinois state capital, Vandalia, in

November 1834, marking his entrance into the Ninth General Assembly.

Despite lacking experience, his determination and newfound role in the

legislature signify a significant step in his career.

Vandalia, founded as Illinois’s second capital in 1819, was bustling during

the legislative sessions, housing a variety of politicians, lobbyists, and legal

professionals. Lincoln, at twenty-five, was one of the youngest

representatives among fifty-five. Despite his youth and inexperience, he

attended every session diligently and began to engage with the legislative

process, including introducing a bill to limit the jurisdiction of Justices of

the Peace. While the bill did not pass, these early experiences in political

maneuvers and public speaking set the stage for his future.

Lincoln’s evenings were spent in the inns of Vandalia, absorbing legal

discussions and political debates. During this time, he began contributing to

the Sangamo Journal, providing first-hand reports of the legislative session.

His clever writing style echoed his distinct personality, incorporating a sense
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of humor that would later endear him to his peers.

Amidst these public life achievements, Lincoln faced personal financial

troubles. After the death of his store partner William F. Berry, Lincoln

inherited an onerous debt, which he chose to repay honorably, earning him

the enduring nickname "Honest Abe." The narrative also highlights his

burgeoning legal career, guided by his mentor John Todd Stuart, a Whig

leader and established attorney who encouraged Lincoln to study law

seriously.

The chapter further delves into the political atmosphere of the time, marked

by rapid development and changing demographics in Illinois. During the

Tenth Legislative Session in 1836, Lincoln, now a Whig floor leader,

advocated for internal improvements such as railroads and canals, which he

believed were crucial for the state’s growth. The passage of a $10 million

bill for these improvements, however, coincided with the financial panic of

1837, leading to economic challenges for Illinois.

A pivotal moment occurs when Lincoln and fellow Whig Dan Stone record a

protest in 1837 against a resolution that sought to denounce abolitionists and

affirm the sanctity of slaveholding states’ rights. Their protest marked

Lincoln’s first public stance against slavery, recognizing it as both an

injustice and a bad policy, although he advocated for a gradual, consensual

end to it in the District of Columbia.
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As New Salem waned, Lincoln prepared to move to Springfield, the new

state capital, a move he had helped orchestrate. His political clout from this

achievement and emerging legal prowess propelled him into the next phase

of his life. This chapter captures Lincoln’s transformation into a skilled

politician and attorney, equipped with a vision that blended personal

integrity with a commitment to public service.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Without Contemplating
Consequences 1837–42

Chapter 6 details a pivotal period in Abraham Lincoln's life as he transitions

 into his early professional career and political endeavors in Springfield,

Illinois. The narrative opens in April 1837 when a young Lincoln arrives in

Springfield with little more than a borrowed horse and a pair of saddlebags.

His entry into the town marks the beginning of an important chapter,

characterized by new alliances and challenges.

Lincoln's chance encounter with Joshua F. Speed, a store clerk and fellow

Kentuckian, develops into a significant friendship. Speed, empathetic to

Lincoln's financial struggles, offers him accommodation, a gesture that

underscores the theme of camaraderie that recurs throughout Lincoln's life

and work. This burgeoning friendship is set against the backdrop of

Springfield, a modest yet bustling town on the rise, newly named as the

capital of Illinois due to its strategic location and economic promise.

During this period, Lincoln secures his law license, a notable achievement

for someone with limited formal education and no influential connections.

He forms a law partnership with John Todd Stuart, one of Springfield’s

prominent attorneys, marking Lincoln's first substantial professional stride.

However, the partnership coincides with the national financial panic of

1837, presenting challenges as Lincoln navigates a legal career amid

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


economic instability and begins engaging in various cases, thereby honing

his legal acumen.

Lincoln's reputation as a competent lawyer is cemented through his

involvement in a high-profile criminal case defending Henry Truett. Despite

being a novice, Lincoln delivers a compelling closing argument that results

in an acquittal, enhancing his standing in the legal community. This success

highlights his growing prowess in both law and rhetoric.

As Lincoln becomes more entrenched in Springfield's legal and political

scene, he joins the circuit, traveling across central Illinois to practice law in

different towns. These travels allow him to mingle with communities and

solidify his political base, blending his legal work with growing political

ambitions. His law practice, coupled with his adept storytelling and oratorial

skills, strengthens his influence and network.

Lincoln's political career advances as he assumes a leadership role in the

Illinois Whig Party, advocating for internal improvements and opposing

Democratic economic policies, particularly through insightful debates with

Stephen Douglas and others. His passion for the Whig platform reveals his

belief in progress and economic development, aligning with his vision for

the state’s prosperity.

Through his involvement with the Young Men's Lyceum, Lincoln delivers a
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landmark speech addressing "The Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions,"

where he articulates concerns about internal strife and mob violence posing

greater threats than external adversaries. His public speeches during this era

foreshadow his emerging leadership style, marked by logic, clarity, and

moral conviction.

Simultaneously, Lincoln becomes a voice for social reform, addressing the

Washingtonian Society on temperance issues. His approach—emphasizing

empathy and understanding over confrontation—reflects his insight into

human behavior and effective communication. Lincoln’s advocacy for

temperance and efficient public institutions indicates his growing stature as a

community voice.

Despite professional successes, Lincoln experiences personal uncertainties,

particularly in forming romantic relationships. His engagement in

Springfield society and political life is contrasted by personal self-doubt,

especially regarding romantic pursuits, which remains an ongoing narrative

in his life.

By capturing Lincoln's early legal and political endeavors in Springfield,

Chapter 6 paints a vivid portrait of a developing leader, laying the

groundwork for his later accomplishments and influence in national politics.

His engagements with law, politics, and reform movements reveal a

multifaceted individual poised to rise in prominence.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of supportive friendships

Critical Interpretation: At the center of Chapter 6 is Lincoln's chance

encounter with Joshua F. Speed, a moment that evolves into a pivotal

friendship. Speed extends kindness to Lincoln by offering him

accommodation during his financial hardships. This gesture of

camaraderie not only provides Lincoln practical support but also

marks the beginning of a lifelong friendship that would see both men

influence and uphold each other through life's challenges. In reflecting

upon your journey, consider the invaluable role that sincere

friendships and supportive relationships can play. These connections,

much like Lincoln's with Speed, might bring unexpected strength,

encouragement, and inspiration, laying a foundation for personal

growth and achievement. Embrace the power of camaraderie and be

open to forming bonds that could nurture, uplift, and transform your

own life as you navigate through your challenges.
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Chapter 7 Summary: A Matter of Profound Wonder
1831–42

In Chapter 7, we explore the deeply personal and formative years of

 Abraham Lincoln, focusing on his early interactions with women and the

profound emotional experiences that influenced his life.

Growing up in Indiana, Lincoln was known for his shyness around young

women, although he found comfort and support in older women who

mothered him in New Salem. Despite this hesitance, Lincoln eventually

formed a significant relationship with Ann Rutledge, a young woman

esteemed for her intellect and beauty. Their bond grew after her engagement

to someone else ended, and they entered an "understanding" about their

future together. Tragically, Ann fell ill and died in 1835, leaving Lincoln

devastated by the loss of his first love. This event had a profound effect on

Lincoln, plunging him into despair.

After Ann's death, Lincoln entered a relationship with Mary Owens, who

came from a prominent family. However, their courtship was fraught with

difficulties. Lincoln's insecurities and their differing backgrounds led to the

end of their relationship. His letters to Owens reveal his conflicted feelings

and lack of self-assurance, indicating a deep-rooted uncertainty with women.

The narrative then shifts to Mary Todd, a highly educated and vivacious
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young woman from a wealthy Kentucky family. Mary had strong political

connections and was known for her intellectual curiosity. After visiting

relatives in Springfield, she became part of a social circle that included

Lincoln. Despite their social and educational differences, Lincoln and Mary

shared an interest in politics and poetry, leading to a profound intellectual

connection.

Their relationship, however, was not without challenges. The opposition

from Mary's sister, who considered Lincoln beneath Mary socially, and

Lincoln's self-doubt led to a temporary breakup in 1841. This period of

separation was difficult for Lincoln, who became deeply melancholic, as

evidenced by a letter to his friend expressing his despair. Mary also suffered

during the separation, reflecting her enduring feelings for Lincoln.

Eventually, mutual acquaintances orchestrated their reconciliation, and by

November 4, 1842, Lincoln and Mary decided to marry. The suddenness of

their announcement surprised many, particularly Mary's guardians, but they

proceeded with a private wedding ceremony. Their marriage marked a new

chapter in Lincoln's life, but it also brought challenges. Balancing his

personal life with his burgeoning legal and political career became a critical

focus as he moved forward. Lincoln's marriage to Mary added a new

dimension to his life, offering stability yet also requiring careful navigation

amid his ambitions.
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This chapter sheds light on the formative emotional experiences that shaped

Lincoln's personal life, highlighting his complex relationships and how they

intertwined with his evolving identity as a political leader.
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Chapter 8: The Truth Is, I Would Like to Go Very Much
1843–46

Chapter 8 of the narrative primarily revolves around Abraham Lincoln’s

 early political maneuvers as he ambitiously sought a seat in Congress in

1843. The chapter opens with an opportunity arising when John Todd Stuart,

Lincoln’s former law partner and the first Whig congressman from Illinois,

decided not to seek re-election. Lincoln, eager to step into a larger political

role after declining to run for another state legislature term, jumped at the

chance to secure the Whig nomination.

By that time, Illinois's rapid population growth had increased its

congressional representation from one to seven seats. The newly created

Seventh Congressional District comprised several counties, with Sangamon

County holding the largest population.

Lincoln was not alone in his ambition; he faced competition from two

friends and fellow lawyers, John J. Hardin and Edward D. Baker, both

veterans of the Black Hawk War and prominent figures in the Illinois

legislature. Winning the Whig nomination was critical, as it virtually

guaranteed victory in the predominantly Whig district.

John J. Hardin emerged as a worthy competitor. Born into a prominent

Kentucky political family, he was a formidable lawyer and gifted speaker
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despite a slight speech impediment. Edward D. Baker, originally from

London, England, was known for his powerful oratory, which was

influenced by his preaching in the Disciples of Christ Church. Both men

shared a close relationship with Lincoln, as indicated by Lincoln naming his

second son after Baker.

As the election approached, Lincoln advocated for the adoption of the

convention system to unite Whig votes behind a single candidate, observing

its success for the Democrats. Despite some opposition, he foresaw its

strategic benefits for Whigs at both state and national levels.

Lincoln faced personal challenges during his campaign. Critics accused him

of aligning with Springfield’s elite due to his recent marriage into the

influential Todd family. Additionally, Lincoln’s non-affiliation with any

church and Mary Todd’s Episcopal ties did not sit well with the religious

voters, posing a barrier in a period when religious standing held sway over

politics.

Despite these hurdles, Lincoln's political acumen shone as he deftly handled

the potential crisis. At the Sangamon County meeting, Baker’s supporters

orchestrated an early lead, pushing Lincoln to withdraw and assume the role

of delegation chairman. This maneuver ensured party unity, although it

meant Lincoln subordinated his candidacy.
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When the Whig convention was held, Hardin won the nomination, but

Lincoln advocated a rotation principle, allowing Edward Baker and himself

future nominations. This reflected Lincoln’s belief in fair play and ensured

his continued political relevance.

Personally, this period was also transformative for Lincoln. Mary and

Abraham embarked on their married life amid the politically charged

environment of the Globe Tavern. Their first son, Robert Todd Lincoln, was

born, adding joy to their lives. Around the same time, Lincoln transitioned

from renting to purchasing his first home, symbolizing stability in his family

life.

Professionally, Lincoln's legal career thrived as he partnered with Stephen T.

Logan before eventually forming his firm with William Herndon, a young,

opinionated, and intellectually curious lawyer, well-versed in abolitionist

philosophies. Lincoln played a significant role in the 1844 presidential

campaign, supporting Henry Clay against James K. Polk, whose victory

disappointed Lincoln and the Whigs, casting doubts about Polk's pro-slavery

expansion intentions.

Lincoln learned crucial political lessons regarding the interplay of

abolitionist ideologies, political pragmatism, and religious sentiments. These

experiences prepared him for another bid for Congress in 1846, where he

faced Peter Cartwright, a notable Methodist revivalist. Lincoln’s strategic
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campaign, emphasizing the principle of "Turn about is fair play," eventually

secured his nomination and electoral victory against Cartwright.

By then, Lincoln's face became familiar through early daguerreotype

photography, capturing his image as a determined lawyer ready for his

congressional role. As he prepared for Washington, ongoing national events,

including military conflict with Mexico, hinted at future challenges and

opportunities, foreshadowing Lincoln's growing political influence on the

national stage.
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Chapter 9 Summary: My Best Impression of the Truth
1847–49

Chapter 9 of the narrative unfolds with Abraham and Mary Lincoln's

 departure from Springfield, Illinois, as they prepare to embark on a

transformative journey to Washington, D.C., on October 25, 1847. This

move marks Lincoln's entry into the political arena as a newly elected

congressman. The Illinois State Journal lauds Lincoln's intellect over

aesthetics, noting that while many in Congress might have better looks, few

would match his wit and sense.

The Lincolns decide to lease their Springfield home to Cornelius Ludlum, a

brick contractor, as they embark on a six-week journey that includes a visit

to Mary's family in Lexington, Kentucky. It is Mary's first return home since

1839, having her family meet Lincoln for the first time. The Lincolns travel

by stage, steamboat, and train, with Lincoln undoubtedly reflecting on his

childhood journey to the Midwest.

In Lexington, Lincoln is confronted with the stark reality of slavery in the

Todd household and the broader community. The pervasive presence of

slavery, from family discussions to local newspaper advertisements of slave

auctions and runaways, contextualizes the societal tensions of the time.

Prominently, he attends a political event featuring Henry Clay, a towering

figure whose "American System" Lincoln admired. Clay's speech opposing
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the Mexican-American War and lamenting the expansion of slavery

reinforces Lincoln's political convictions.

With Thanksgiving over, the Lincolns move to Washington in early

December 1847, settling in a modest boardinghouse operated by Ann

Sprigg. Washington is described as an almost city, with residents living

amidst vast avenues, many unfinished structures, and a mixed population.

Historical figures such as the writer Charles Dickens had previously

highlighted the city's underdeveloped state and the upsetting presence of

slave pens.

Lincoln prepares to join the Thirtieth Congress, described as a cross-section

of a shifting America. As a freshman congressman, Lincoln navigates the

political landscape, serves on committees, and mingles with notable figures

including John Quincy Adams and Alexander Stephens. He encounters

Horace Greeley, a reformist journalist, and admires the oratory skills of

peers such as Stephens.

Key speeches highlight Lincoln's early political endeavors, notably his "spot

resolutions" challenging President Polk's justifications for the Mexican War.

Lincoln's criticisms, while not entirely novel, gain attention for questioning

Polk’s motives and calling into question the war's legitimacy. This stance,

however, causes a backlash back in Illinois, where his constituents

misinterpret his motives as unpatriotic.
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Although Lincoln's speeches in Congress criticize Polk, he continues

supporting military appropriations, emphasizing a distinction between

supporting the troops and opposing the war. His dissent causes unease even

among friends, including his law partner, who urges Lincoln to align his

statements with local sentiments.

In parallel, Lincoln explores family heritage, spurred by correspondence

with a distant relative, Solomon Lincoln. His curiosity leads to revelations

about his ancestry, though gaps remain.

Meanwhile, Mary, finding D.C. to be a challenging environment, returns to

Lexington with their children. Their correspondence during this separation

shows their affection, but also hints at stresses, particularly Mary's

interactions with housemates at the boardinghouse.

Lincoln's stint in Congress includes time at the Supreme Court, attending

sessions and honing his legal acumen. His inventive side is showcased when

he patents a device to float boats over sandbars—a nod to his

resourcefulness, though it finds no commercial success.

The 1848 presidential election sees Lincoln champion Zachary Taylor over

Henry Clay, largely for electoral pragmatism. His candidacy speech mocks

Lewis Cass's wartime exploits while reinforcing Whig principles.
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After Congress adjourns, Lincoln campaigns in Massachusetts, advocating

for Whig unity amidst Free Soil Party tensions. Highlights of this tour

include addressing large rallies and engaging with influential figures like

William H. Seward.

The narrative closes with Lincoln's discontent over political patronage

failures in the new Taylor administration, exacerbated by lost opportunities

for desirable appointments. Despite lobbying for a position as Commissioner

of the General Land Office, Lincoln is sidelined, briefly considering but

ultimately declining posts like the Oregon Territory governorship.

Returning to Springfield with diminished political prospects, Lincoln

contemplates a future away from politics, seeking refuge in law. This

chapter captures Lincoln's early struggles in navigating national politics,

foreshadowing his enduring impact on America's trajectory.
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Chapter 10 Summary: As a Peacemaker the Lawyer Has
a Superior Opportunity 1849–52

In Chapter 10 of a book on Abraham Lincoln's life and career, we find

 Lincoln returning to Illinois in the spring of 1849 after his term in Congress,

during which he stood against the Mexican War, a stance that was unpopular

at the time. Resuming his legal career, Lincoln hoped to increase the

reputation of his law firm and improve his financial standing to support his

family. Despite an enticing offer from Grant Goodrich for a law partnership

in Chicago, Lincoln preferred staying in Springfield and the surrounding

rural communities of the Eighth Judicial Circuit, where he practiced law

diligently from 1849 to 1854.

Lincoln's return to law was marked by a period of self-reflection and

personal growth. Despite the downturn in his political life, he determined to

pursue self-education rigorously, reading works of Shakespeare, the Bible,

and engaging with Greek mathematics through Euclid's Elements. This

exploration enriched Lincoln's intellectual and spiritual life, fostering a

deepened understanding of himself and the world around him.

His law partner, William Herndon, kept the firm bustling during Lincoln's

absence and offered to share the earnings from cases handled independently,

which Lincoln refused. During this time, Lincoln's law practice evolved as

he adapted to the changing norms of legal proceedings, relying on formal
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precedents over spontaneous oratory. While some viewed his legal

knowledge as lacking, he nonetheless was proficient in practical application

and keenly understood the intricacies of courtroom dynamics.

Traveling the Eighth Judicial Circuit, Lincoln preferred the circuit's itinerant

lifestyle. He engaged deeply with the prairie landscape of Illinois, finding

solace and solitude in nature despite its inherent dangers. Lincoln's journeys

offered him the chance to forge and maintain significant professional

relationships, like with Judge David Davis, a key figure in Lincoln's legal

and political network.

Through these travels, Lincoln cultivated friendships such as with Leonard

Swett, forming an immediate rapport and a trio with Davis that became

influential within the Illinois legal community. This trio was respectfully

compared to the political icons Calhoun, Clay, and Webster, emphasizing

their notable presence in both law and politics.

Despite the demands of his career, Lincoln continued to engage politically.

As a dedicated Whig, he valued order and believed in laws as societal

cornerstones. He began to see challenges like slavery through a lens that

balanced preserving past traditions with addressing new realities, influenced

by significant national developments like the Compromise of 1850. He

maintained a nuanced understanding of complex social issues, desiring

compromise and thoughtful debate.
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Lincoln's personal life was marked by balancing his duties with family

obligations. The death of his son, Eddie, was a profound personal tragedy

that deepened his contemplations on life and spiritual faith. The Lincolns

were comforted by Reverend James Smith, and Mary Lincoln found solace

in the Presbyterian Church, highlighting a gradual shift in their religious

perspectives.

Despite his professional commitments, Lincoln's relationships with his

family were occasionally strained, evidenced by his distant relationship with

his father, Thomas Lincoln. The death of his father in 1851, underscored by

Lincoln's non-attendance at the funeral, revealed unresolved complexities

between them. Nonetheless, Lincoln grew fond of nurturing his children and

engaging in family life, even amidst the trials of public and professional

demands.

Politically, Lincoln remained active in supporting friends and navigating the

complexities of party dynamics. The deaths of influential figures like Henry

Clay marked poignant moments of reflection for him. Lincoln’s eulogy for

Clay underscored his admiration for one of his political idols while also

capturing Lincoln's own views and foreshadowing his future reemergence

into public life.

In summary, Chapter 10 portrays a period in Lincoln's life filled with
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intellectual and personal growth, professional diligence, and adjustments to

the evolving social and political landscape. His commitment to law and a

thoughtful engagement with life's challenges prepared him for the significant

roles he would come to play in American history.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Let No One Be Deceived 1852–56

Chapter 11 Summary:

The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854 marked a pivotal moment

in American politics and Abraham Lincoln’s life. Introduced by Senator

Stephen A. Douglas, the act aimed to organize the vast Nebraska Territory,

which was part of the Louisiana Purchase, into two new territories, Nebraska

and Kansas. It allowed the settlers in these territories to decide the issue of

slavery for themselves, a concept Douglas framed as “popular sovereignty.”

This legislation effectively repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820,

which had prohibited slavery north of the 36°30’ latitude line.

The Kansas-Nebraska Act sparked intense debate and division across the

nation. Its introduction led to significant political shifts, exacerbating

tensions between the Northern antislavery advocates and the Southern

pro-slavery factions. It also exposed fractures within the major political

parties; the Whigs were left in disarray, and the Democrats faced internal

dissension between Northern and Southern members.

Lincoln, though not holding political office at the time, was deeply disturbed

by the potential expansion of slavery. He studied the debates and writings on

the Act, preparing himself to reenter the political arena. His public
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opposition to the Act began in earnest when Richard Yates, a fellow Whig

and opponent of the Act, requested his help during the congressional

campaign.

In the fall of 1854, Lincoln delivered a series of speeches critiquing

Douglas's doctrine of popular sovereignty. He emphasized the moral issues

surrounding slavery and championed the ideals of the Declaration of

Independence, asserting that all men are created equal. His speeches

reflected a refined moral clarity and marked his transformation from a local

politician to a national figure.

Despite his efforts, Lincoln faced challenges within his own party and the

broader political environment. The emergence of nativist movements, such

as the Know-Nothing Party, complicated the political landscape. Lincoln

was opposed to their anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic stance, viewing it as a

betrayal of the nation's founding principles of liberty and equality.

As the political scene continued to evolve, anti-Nebraska coalitions began

coalescing into a new political entity—the Republican Party. This party was

founded on opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the expansion of

slavery. Although initially hesitant, Lincoln eventually aligned himself with

the Republicans, recognizing that the Whig Party could no longer serve as an

effective platform for his views.
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Lincoln’s political comeback culminated in his engagement in Illinois

politics, particularly during the state legislative elections of 1854 and the

subsequent contest for a U.S. Senate seat in 1855. Although he ultimately

lost the Senate race to Lyman Trumbull, Lincoln's participation in these

events solidified his reputation as a leading voice against the spread of

slavery.

Throughout this period, Lincoln remained dedicated to his law practice,

taking on significant cases, including one involving the Illinois Central

Railroad. His legal work garnered him recognition and financial reward, but

his primary focus was increasingly on the moral and political issues facing

the nation.

By the spring of 1856, Lincoln had emerged as a central figure in the newly

formed Republican Party. At the Bloomington convention, he delivered a

passionate speech that unified the party around a moderate platform focused

on halting the spread of slavery and maintaining national unity. This speech,

known as the “Lost Speech,” was crucial in solidifying his leadership role

and laying the groundwork for his future political endeavors.

In summary, the chapter chronicles Lincoln’s journey from political

obscurity to becoming a key leader in the fight against the expansion of

slavery. His speeches and actions during this time not only defined his

political career but also laid the philosophical groundwork for his future
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leadership and the eventual preservation of the Union.
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Chapter 12: A House Divided 1856–58

Chapter 12 of the referenced book explores a pivotal moment in the political

 career of Abraham Lincoln, centered around the events of 1856 to 1858 and

his involvement with the emergent Republican Party. We are introduced to

Lincoln during a period when the political landscape of the United States

was deeply polarized by the issue of slavery.

The chapter opens with Lincoln attending a special court session in Urbana,

Illinois, showing his humorous side through a prank involving a hotel gong,

with his friends Judge David Davis and lawyer Henry C. Whitney.

Meanwhile, a significant event unfolds with the first National Republican

Convention in Philadelphia, where Lincoln unexpectedly receives votes for

the vice-presidency. Although he dismisses this recognition, it indicates his

rising prominence as a Republican leader despite his recent political

setbacks, including an unsuccessful bid for the U.S. Senate.

The focus then shifts to the 1856 Republican Convention where John C.

Frémont, a military hero and explorer, is nominated as the presidential

candidate. This choice contrasts with the Democratic candidate, James

Buchanan, known for his extensive political experience yet untainted by

recent political strife due to his absence abroad. The Republican campaign

boomed with the slogan "Free Soil, Free Speech, and Frémont," emphasizing

anti-slavery and appealing particularly to Northern states.
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As the election forms a clear divide, Lincoln embarks on an intense speaking

campaign for Frémont. Despite the barriers presented by the Democratic

theme of popular sovereignty, Lincoln's focus is on broader philosophical

debates, aiming to reconcile the nation. His reflections clarify his position

that the Union cannot maintain its division between slavery and freedom,

believing such a state unsustainable.

The election culminates in Frémont's defeat but showcases the Republican

Party's growing influence in the North. Buchanan's victory is uneasy, as he

lacks a popular vote majority, and his presidency begins under the cloud of

an impending national crisis. The narrative intertwines with Lincoln’s

domestic life, particularly his endeavors at home expansion driven by Mary

Lincoln’s ambitions for their family and his career.

The chapter then transitions to critical legal and political battles, including

Lincoln’s defense in the E.E. Afton case, which centers on the growing

tensions between railway expansion and traditional river navigation. This

case highlights Lincoln’s adeptness in legal argument, symbolically

representing the clash between America's past and its future progress marked

by railroads.

Narratively rich, the text also addresses the contentious Dred Scott decision

in 1857, with Lincoln’s response defining his stance against slavery's spread
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and further cementing his leadership in the antislavery movement. The Dred

Scott case not only judicially sanctioned slavery but also politicized the

courts’ role, preparing Lincoln for his storied debates against Stephen

Douglas.

Finally, Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech, delivered at the 1858 Illinois

State Republican Convention, synthesizes his political reasoning and

aspirations. This speech underscores a unifying theme: the nation cannot

endure permanently divided on the slavery issue, setting a defining tone for

Lincoln’s future political trajectory, enhancing his prestige and paving the

way for his eventual nomination as a presidential candidate. The chapter

concludes with Lincoln entrenched in the public eye, eagerly awaiting the

trials and triumphs that his steadfast dedication to unity and justice would

bring.
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Eternal Struggle Between
These Two Principles 1858

Chapter 13 of the narrative offers a vivid account of the dramatic 1858

 Illinois Senate campaign between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A.

Douglas, focusing on their historic debates. The chapter opens with praise

for Lincoln from Douglas, acknowledging Lincoln's wit, command of facts,

and oratorical skills. It highlights Lincoln's position on equality, asserting

that black people are entitled to the same natural rights as whites,

referencing the Declaration of Independence.

The controversy surrounding Lincoln's "House Divided" speech sets the

stage for the tensions leading up to the debates. His metaphor was

interpreted by many as leaning towards abolitionism, which triggered a wave

of criticism and concerns about its implications for civil conflict. Lincoln

clarified that his intention was not to assert federal interference with slavery

in states where it existed, but rather to stop its spread to new territories, in

line with the founders' original vision.

Douglas, freshly returned from Washington, recognized Lincoln as a

formidable opponent. Douglas was celebrated upon his return to Illinois, and

during his campaign kickoff at Tremont House, he defended his principle of

self-government and the controversial Dred Scott decision. His speeches

were a mix of defense and offense, positioning the government as a
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construct for white citizens’ benefit and warning that Lincoln’s views

suggested a potential "war of sections."

The ensuing debates between Lincoln and Douglas, a series of seven held

across Illinois, drew massive audiences and bore the theatrical feel of

political and social spectacle. From Ottawa, where thousands converged to

witness the first debate, to subsequent engagements in Freeport, Jonesboro,

Charleston, Galesburg, Quincy, and Alton, the debates became the central

points of the campaign. They served as a platform for each to present their

ideologies—Douglas advocating for popular sovereignty and Lincoln

emphasizing the moral wrongs of slavery and reiterating the founding

principle of equality.

Although both candidates were scrutinized and ridiculed throughout the

series, they managed to deliver compelling performances that amplified their

political philosophies. Lincoln deftly tackled Douglas’s accusations head-on,

using humor and earnestness to refute claims and articulate his stance on

slavery and equality. Both Lincoln and Douglas would adapt their strategies,

trading barbs over abolitionism, racial equality, and constitutional

interpretation, all the while engaging audiences with their differing styles;

Lincoln's humor and earnestness contrasted with Douglas’s aggressiveness.

After the debates concluded, Lincoln continued his campaign vigorously,

though ultimately, it was Douglas who won the Senate seat. Though Lincoln
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lost the legislative vote due to district apportionment, his campaign

significantly elevated his national profile. His poignant reflections on the

debates and broader themes of emancipation and equality laid the

groundwork for his future candidacy for the presidency, spotlighting his

moral clarity and skillful rhetoric.

The chapter expertly captures this pivotal moment in American political

history, illustrating how the Lincoln-Douglas debates served as a microcosm

of the nation’s larger struggle with slavery and sectional tension. Through

this dramatic series of exchanges, Lincoln emerged not only with a

sharpened political acumen but also as a key figure in the national

movement against the expansion of slavery—foreshadowing his eventual

ascent to the presidency.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Lincoln's Determination and Clarity of Vision

Critical Interpretation: Abraham Lincoln's ability to maintain his

principles during the grueling 1858 Illinois Senate campaign is a

testament to the power of unwavering determination and clarity of

vision. Despite facing fierce criticism and the ultimate defeat,

Lincoln's steadfast commitment to his beliefs—particularly the moral

wrongs of slavery and the founding principle of equality—propelled

him into the national spotlight. His resilience and courage in

articulating uncomfortable truths, even when politically perilous, serve

as a timeless inspiration. In your life, you too can be inspired to hold

steadfast to your principles amidst challenges and opposition. Lincoln

teaches the invaluable lesson that staying true to your ethical compass,

despite immediate setbacks, can set the foundation for lasting impact

and future success. His journey serves as a powerful reminder that

personal convictions, coupled with consistent advocacy, can drive

transformative change.
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Chapter 14 Summary: The Taste Is in My Mouth, a Little
1858–60

In Chapter 14, we delve into a pivotal period in Abraham Lincoln's political

 journey, set against the backdrop of America's pre-Civil War era. The

chapter opens with Lincoln's narrow defeat in the 1858 Senate election

against Stephen Douglas. Although a setback, this loss inadvertently fuels

mounting calls for Lincoln to run for the presidency, with early

endorsements surfacing in smaller newspapers across Illinois and Ohio.

Despite the unfavorable outcome, Lincoln's political stock begins to rise.

Jesse Fell, an influential figure in Illinois politics, identifies Lincoln as a

viable presidential candidate, suggesting he write an autobiographical sketch

for Eastern audiences unfamiliar with him. Lincoln, demonstrating modesty

and caution, initially downplays his prospects compared to figures like

William H. Seward and Salmon P. Chase. However, his interest in

preserving and promoting his political legacy manifests in the meticulous

assembly of his debates with Douglas into a scrapbook, indicating his

growing ambition.

Lincoln's financial struggles are highlighted, as is his return to his legal

practice following the campaign. He grapples with balancing law and

politics, often revealing frustration in his correspondence with clients and

colleagues. Political dynamics intensify in 1859, with Lincoln taking a firm
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stance against settling for lower standards in Republican recruitment and

emphasizing the significance of the slavery issue.

Throughout the year, Lincoln's influence steadily expands. His public profile

is bolstered by strategic speeches in Ohio and other Midwestern states,

where he critiques Douglas's "Popular Sovereignty" doctrine. These

speeches not only counter Douglas's assertions but also position Lincoln as a

moral and pragmatic opposition figure.

By the end of 1859, Lincoln's reputation soars following a successful

speaking tour in New York and New England, culminating in the famed

Cooper Union address. Here, addressing an audience that includes elite New

York society, Lincoln meticulously debunks Douglas's arguments while

positioning himself as a moderate yet firm leader against slavery's spread.

His phrase, "Let us have faith that right makes might," becomes emblematic

of his political philosophy, resonating widely in the press.

Amidst growing Northern support and continued political maneuvering,

Lincoln openly considers his presidential candidacy for the 1860 election.

He navigates party dynamics and potential alliances with strategic caution,

while his advisers, including David Davis and Norman Judd, orchestrate a

robust campaign strategy to secure the Republican nomination.

The chapter culminates in the euphoric scenes at the Republican National
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Convention in Chicago. Through astute politicking and the convergence of

support from various factions, Lincoln emerges victorious on the third

ballot, securing the Republican nomination for the presidency. This

monumental achievement marks the beginning of Lincoln's ascent to the

nation's highest office, setting the stage for his leadership in one of

America's most turbulent periods.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Justice and Fairness to All May
1860–November 1860

Chapter 15: Lincoln Bears His Honors Meekly

On May 18, 1860, Abraham Lincoln's nomination as the Republican

presidential candidate was celebrated with fervor at a large rally at the

Springfield statehouse, where supporters, symbolizing his humble origins as

the "Rail Splitter," stacked rails like muskets. The crowd paraded to

Lincoln's home, serenading him as he graciously noted that the honor of the

visit was not purely personal but as a representative of a great political party.

That night, similar "ratification rallies" were held across the Midwest and

East among Republicans who found in Lincoln a unifying figure.

Lincoln's campaign manager, David Davis, advised him to remain cautious,

writing, "Write no letters & make no promises till You see me...," while

Lincoln learned he would be joined on the ticket by Hannibal Hamlin, a

reformist Republican from Maine. Hamlin's selection, a former Democrat

from the East, complemented Lincoln, a former Whig from the West,

meeting the political balancing act of the time.

The following day, May 19, Lincoln welcomed a delegation from the

Republican National Convention into his modest Springfield home. It
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included former rivals led by George Ashmun, who officially informed him

of his nomination. Although the meeting was formal, Lincoln lightened the

atmosphere by making light-hearted inquiries about personal heights and

opting for ice water over liquor in respect for the temperance movement.

Lincoln knew his record and speeches spoke for themselves, and he pledged

to govern with "Justice and fairness to all," without bias towards North,

South, or party allegiance. This magnanimity characterized Lincoln's

approach during the campaign. He reached out to former rivals within the

Republican Party, soliciting cooperation and healing fractions that could

undermine his campaign. Key figures like Thurlow Weed and Edward Bates

became allies, and Lincoln assured Salmon P. Chase and others of his

humility and desire for unity.

Meanwhile, the Democratic Party fractured severely following splits over

slavery. Multiple conventions in various states resulted in the nominations of

Stephen Douglas as the Northern Democratic candidate, John C.

Breckinridge for the Southern Democrats, and John Bell for the

Constitutional Union Party. This division heightened Lincoln's prospects.

Campaign biographies became a crucial element of nineteenth-century

political marketing. William Dean Howells was commissioned to write a

Lincoln biography, while John Locke Scripps created a popular version from

extensive interviews with Lincoln. Lincoln corrected and added to these
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texts, maintaining an active hand even in passive campaign areas.

In the summer, as Lincoln stayed in Springfield, partly due to the custom of

candidates refraining from public campaign appearances, he continued to

meet with key political figures in the statehouse office, assisted by John G.

Nicolay. Nicolay, a Germany-born American with a strong editorial

background, became Lincoln's efficient one-man staff, reflecting mutual

trust and appreciation.

Recognizing her husband's potential, Mary Lincoln played a significant role

in the campaign. In a break from tradition, she became an active supporter,

corresponding widely to bolster Lincoln's image. She was seen as ambitious

and equally capable, balancing domestic and political realms adeptly. Mary

provided insight into political personalities, protecting Lincoln's interests

and voicing opinions with confidence.

Tensions were high as Republicans rallied around Lincoln, mindful of the

fierce campaigns by Douglas and others, who attacked Lincoln with

allegations of divisiveness and irreligiousness. Lincoln remained calm and

silent on secession, betting on the Republican unity and the Democratic

divisions.

The election cycle culminated in intense enthusiasm, with rallies and

celebrations that reflected the deep national interest in the political
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discourse. Lincoln, despite the attacks and controversies, managed to

maintain a composed exterior.

On Election Day, November 6, 1860, Lincoln moved through the motions of

everyday life, maintaining his decorum as votes were counted. As night fell,

signals of his electoral success emerged from telegraph tallies, assuring him

of victory, particularly as New York's crucial votes came in. Lincoln’s calm

was noteworthy amid the celebrations—a testament to his stoic diplomacy.

At the end of the day, he returned home to tell Mary simply, "Mary, we are

elected," underscoring the partnership that had carried them through a

turbulent political journey into the presidency.
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Chapter 16: An Humble Instrument in the Hands of the
Almighty November 1860–February 1861

In the days following his election, Abraham Lincoln began assembling his

 administration and shaping his policies, though he faced unprecedented

challenges, particularly the looming threat of secession and civil war.

Lincoln, isolated in Springfield and with an optimistic mindset,

underestimated the intensity of Southern sentiment and the peril of disunion.

He was the first minority president, elected by a sectional electorate, tasked

with preserving the Union without resorting to war or compromising

principles. 

Lincoln’s responsibilities weighed heavily on him. He recognized his need

for support and began considering potential cabinet members, noting a mix

of political rivals and allies from various regions to ensure a balanced

administration. Though his election was a significant victory, Lincoln won

only 39.9% of the popular vote, and his party did not control Congress,

highlighting his precarious political position.

Despite signs of impending crisis, Lincoln initially remained silent on

secessionist threats, believing public declarations premature. His reticence

drew criticism from both allies and opponents. In contrast, outgoing

President Buchanan’s address blamed Northern interference for the crisis,

further revealing his incapacity to address the burgeoning conflict
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effectively.

Lincoln contemplated appointing Simon Cameron to his cabinet, though

Cameron's reputation for self-serving politics complicated matters. As he

organized his cabinet, Lincoln sought to include geographical and political

diversity, but his choices were fraught with internal party tensions, including

opposition to some figures like Cameron.

Throughout December, Lincoln engaged trusted allies like Seward and Weed

to help navigate the political landscape. He considered offering cabinet

positions to Southerners to symbolize unity, but proposals to figures like

James Guthrie and John A. Gilmer fell through due to concerns over

political alignment and loyalties.

The political climate continued to deteriorate with Southern states seceding,

and Lincoln maintained a stance against the expansion of slavery, opposing

compromise measures like the Crittenden Plan. He saw this period as a

critical test, believing it was better to confront the issue now rather than

later, urging his party to remain firm against extending slavery.

As Southern states seceded, Lincoln focused on his inaugural address,

drawing on historical documents and precedents to craft a speech that would

emphasize unity and constitutional principles. Even as the Union appeared to

unravel, Lincoln hoped his presidency could avert war.
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On February 11, 1861, Lincoln departed Springfield for Washington amid an

emotional farewell to friends and neighbors. His journey to Washington was

marked by speeches that sought to reassure a divided nation, though they

sometimes revealed his own uncertainties and were criticized by some for

lacking depth and clarity.

While Lincoln traveled, the Confederacy was forming its government, with

Jefferson Davis as president. The parallel journeys of Lincoln and Davis

underscored the nation’s stark division. Lincoln navigated a tense political

atmosphere with increasing awareness of a potential assassination plot,

requiring secretive measures to ensure his safe arrival in Washington.

Upon reaching the capital, Lincoln was greeted by a mood of anticipation

and apprehension. He would soon face the monumental task of preserving

the Union, confronting the nation’s most profound challenge since its

founding. Lincoln’s personal journey—from humble beginnings to the

presidency amid national crisis—set the stage for his leadership during the

Civil War.
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Chapter 17 Summary: We Must Not Be Enemies
February 1861–April 1861

Chapter 17 of the story captures the early days of Abraham Lincoln's

 presidency, highlighting the unexpected challenges and pivotal moments

leading up to the outbreak of the Civil War. It begins with Lincoln arriving

incognito in Washington, D.C., after a secretive train journey arranged to

avoid a well-founded assassination threat. This journey reflects the tense

atmosphere of the era, as the nation was on the brink of division.

Once in Washington, Lincoln navigated the political landscape, forming

alliances with influential figures like William Seward, his eventual Secretary

of State. Their relationship was complex, marked by Seward's initial

resignation from the cabinet over disagreements, highlighting the internal

conflicts within Lincoln's administration. However, Lincoln skillfully

persuaded Seward to stay, underscoring his diplomatic acumen.

The chapter then delves into the broader national crisis, focusing on

Lincoln's inaugural address. Delivered amidst rumors of threats and political

turmoil, the address aimed to reassure the Southern states by emphasizing

the Union's indivisibility while reiterating his commitment to enforcing

federal laws. Lincoln's words resonated with mixed reviews, reflecting the

divided sentiments across the nation. Critics, including abolitionist Frederick

Douglass, found parts of the address concerning, particularly Lincoln's
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stance on the fugitive slave law.

Lincoln's immediate challenge upon assuming office was the situation at

Fort Sumter, a Union fort in the Confederacy-claimed Charleston Harbor.

Despite military and cabinet advice to abandon the fort, Lincoln decided to

resupply it, a strategic move meant more to test the Confederacy's resolve

than to provoke war. This decision, culminating in Confederate forces firing

on Fort Sumter, effectively marked the beginning of the Civil War.

Throughout the chapter, Lincoln's leadership evolves as he balances

appeasement with firmness. His ability to learn quickly, navigate political

complexities, and assert his authority amid pressing national crises becomes

evident. The narrative paints Lincoln as a thoughtful leader, cautiously

steering the nation through one of its darkest times and setting the stage for

his enduring legacy as a president who fought to preserve the Union.
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Chapter 18 Summary: A People’s Contest April
1861–July 1861

Chapter 18 paints a vivid and tense picture of the early days of the Civil

 War, focusing on the period from April to July 1861. It opens with the panic

in Washington, D.C., following the fall of Fort Sumter, as citizens witness

the barricading of streets and the mobilization of troops. President Abraham

Lincoln, deeply worried about the capital's safety, paces the White House,

anxiously scanning the Potomac River with a telescope for Union

reinforcements while Confederate flags fly ominously in nearby Alexandria.

In the weeks following Fort Sumter's fall, chaos spread as key locations like

Harpers Ferry and the Norfolk Naval Shipyard were abandoned, with Union

forces resorting to setting fires to prevent Confederate seizures. Riots

erupted in Baltimore as Southern sympathizers clashed with Northern troops

attempting to pass through to defend Washington. The atmosphere felt like a

siege to Lincoln, who questioned who would defend the capital. With the

aging General Winfield Scott commanding a stretched-thin national army

and many officers joining the Confederacy, desperate measures, including

the organization of new regiments, were undertaken.

Amidst this turmoil, Lincoln sought leadership to rally Union forces, seeing

the issue as extending beyond the fate of the United States to a test of

democracy itself. He considered Robert E. Lee, a distinguished West Point
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graduate and experienced military leader, but Lee's loyalty to his home state

of Virginia led him to decline Lincoln's offer and join the Confederacy

instead. Disappointed, Lincoln issued a proclamation calling for 75,000

volunteer troops to quell the rebellion, receiving mixed responses from

governors across states, with strong support from Northern states and

defiance from border states.

Maryland became a critical focus, with Confederate sympathizers sabotaging

communication lines, raising concerns about securing the capital. Lincoln

authorized General Scott to suspend the writ of habeas corpus along key

lines to maintain order, a controversial decision reflecting Lincoln's resolve

to prioritize the Union's preservation over strict adherence to legal norms.

The arrest of John Merryman for secessionist activities sparked a legal

confrontation with Chief Justice Roger Taney, who viewed Lincoln's actions

as overreach, but Lincoln held firm, believing in his necessity.

Lincoln also faced increasing pressure from Northern media and politicians

demanding action against the Confederacy. As editors of prominent New

York newspapers pushed for a march on Richmond, Lincoln, aware of the

nation's military unpreparedness, sought to balance demands for immediate

action with the practicalities of readiness. Despite internal military struggles

and outdated infrastructure, Lincoln ordered General Irvin McDowell to

proceed with an offensive, culminating in the first major battle of Bull Run.
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The chapter captures the battle's unfolding on July 21, 1861, highlighting

miscommunications, spectators' casual attendance, and the pivotal moments

leading to a Confederate victory. The defeat shocked the North, shattering

expectations of a swift end to hostilities and highlighting the need for better

military organization.

Amid this military and political upheaval, the chapter offers glimpses of

personal tragedy and transformation. The death of Elmer E. Ellsworth, a

young Union officer and close friend of Lincoln, serves as a poignant

reminder of war's personal cost and inspires Northern resolve. Additionally,

the Lincolns' efforts to refurbish the White House underscore their strive to

maintain a semblance of normalcy during chaotic times.

As July's heat and political pressure culminate with Congress's special

session and Lincoln's address on July 4, 1861, the chapter reveals Lincoln's

eloquence and moral clarity in framing the war as a struggle not just for the

Union but for democracy itself. His message successfully rallies political

support, despite criticism for his silence on slavery. The defeat at Bull Run

further cements Lincoln's resolve to find reliable military command,

heralding a turning point in his wartime leadership.
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Chapter 19 Summary: The Bottom Is Out of the Tub July
1861–January 1862

In Chapter 19, the narrative transitions from President Abraham Lincoln’s

 cautious early presidency to a more dynamic and hands-on approach as

Commander in Chief of the Union Army during the Civil War in 1861.

Lincoln, facing internal criticism and external challenges, begins to

re-evaluate military strategies following the disastrous defeat at Bull Run.

Recognizing his limited military experience but armed with an acute sense

of responsibility for the future of the Union, Lincoln steps into his role more

decisively.

Historically, prior presidents like James Madison and James Polk had

delegated military operations to experienced commanders. Initially, Lincoln

followed this precedent by deferring to General Winfield Scott. However,

Bull Run’s failure compels him to pivot from mere deference to an assertive

involvement in military strategy.

Lincoln’s genuine lack of military background contrasts starkly with

Confederate President Jefferson Davis, a West Point graduate. Nonetheless,

Lincoln's aptitude for self-education, reminiscent of his journey to becoming

a lawyer, fuels his determination to educate himself in military tactics and

strategy.
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He initiates this by appointing young General George B. McClellan, a

charismatic figure with some military success in Western Virginia, as the

new commander after removing McDowell. McClellan, dubbed the "Young

Napoleon," receives a hero’s welcome in Washington yet soon becomes a

source of tension for Lincoln. With aspirations to crush the Confederacy

swiftly, McClellan’s plan lacks realism, necessitating an impractically large

force. Lincoln, understanding the political as well as military dimensions of

the war, shadows his general's military plans with a growing understanding

of strategy, emphasizing the underlying political vision of preserving the

Union.

As Lincoln wrestles with military leadership, he also navigates complex

political landscapes, especially with the border states like Maryland,

Kentucky, and Missouri, which are crucial for the Union’s strategic

positioning. By balancing forceful actions with conciliation, he successfully

keeps states like Maryland and Kentucky aligned with the Union. However,

Missouri presents unique challenges due to internal Confederate sympathies

and missteps by Union leaders, requiring Lincoln to deftly maneuver

political and military strategies to maintain control.

The chapter also highlights Lincoln’s strategic decisions related to military

drafts and managing a divided cabinet, particularly the War Department

under Simon Cameron. While Cameron struggles to manage his growing

responsibilities effectively, Lincoln’s patience and calculated oversight

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


allow him to manage bureaucratic chaos and interdepartmental frictions.

Moreover, the public debate surrounding the role of emancipation in the war

effort intensifies. Lincoln, tactically cautious, initially resists immediate

calls for liberation of slaves, prioritizing the maintenance of Union cohesion

over radical decrees. Despite pressure from Radical Republicans and figures

like Senator Charles Sumner, Lincoln understands the sensitive balance

between advancing emancipation and sustaining loyalty among the border

states.

The narrative closes with the year 1861 ending on a challenging note for

Lincoln, underscoring his evolving leadership amidst mounting pressures to

simultaneously manage military, political, and humanitarian facets of the

Union’s struggle. As critics within Congress and his cabinet demand swift

action and clarity on the slavery issue, Lincoln cautiously positions himself

for decisive actions in the coming year, foreshadowing the monumental

policies that will later define his presidency and reshape the nation’s moral

and political landscape.
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Chapter 20: We Are Coming, Father Abraham January
1862–July 1862

Chapter Summary:

In a surprising move, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Edwin M.

Stanton as the new Secretary of War in January 1862. Stanton, known for his

confrontational persona and Democratic leanings, was nonetheless

recommended by several key figures, including Treasury Secretary Salmon

P. Chase. Lincoln's strategic choice of a Democrat was aimed at garnering

broader support for the war effort. Despite a history of mutual distrust,

Stanton and Lincoln formed a dynamic partnership pivotal to the war's

prosecution.

Stanton's past was marked by personal losses, shaping his tenacious spirit.

As an anti-slavery Democrat, he was disenchanted with President

Buchanan's ineffective administration as secession loomed. Joining

Buchanan's cabinet as Attorney General, Stanton covertly communicated

with Republicans, striving to avert national collapse.

Lincoln, impressed with Stanton's immediate impact, admired his

decisiveness and intellect. Stanton's energetic approach revived the War

Department, fostering renewed vigor within the Union Army. However, his
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brash demeanor led some, including Congress, to question if his popularity

would last.

The slow pace of military leader George McClellan frustrated Lincoln,

prompting him to issue General Order Number One on January 27, 1862,

urging swift military action by February 22. McClellan's proposed plan to

capture Richmond, criticized by Lincoln for its perceived risks and delays,

underscored Lincoln's evolving military acumen and his growing strategic

concerns, particularly about Washington's vulnerability.

Meanwhile, General Grant's decisive victories in Kentucky and Tennessee

buoyed Union spirits and bolstered Lincoln's confidence in the Western

theater's leadership. However, personal tragedy struck Lincoln with the

death of his son Willie, deeply affecting both him and Mary Lincoln.

Amidst mourning and a strained political environment, Lincoln began

re-evaluating the war's broader implications, particularly regarding slavery.

Despite his constitutional reservations, Lincoln recognized the necessity of

addressing the issue more directly to resolve the conflict and unify the

nation.

As Lincoln grappled with shifting dynamics, his relationships with key

advisers like Seward evolved, and tensions with Mary over Seward's

influence emerged. By the summer of 1862, Lincoln's focus on earnest
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contemplation and strategic decision-making crystallized at the secluded

Soldiers' Home, a refuge from Washington's pressures.

Confronting the military challenge of General Robert E. Lee's emergence,

Lincoln's patience with McClellan waned, resulting in significant

reassignments in military leadership, enhancing his command over wartime

decisions.

In July 1862, Lincoln's contemplation culminated in the decision to pursue

emancipation, a realization intensified by repeated military setbacks and the

persistent brutality of war. This potential policy shift, shared during a

reflective carriage ride with Seward and Welles, signaled a pivotal

transformation in Lincoln's presidency, one that would redefine the Union's

purpose and strategy in the Civil War.

By issuing the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln sought to

redefine the war's narrative, pivoting towards a broader moral and political

objective. This decision, one of profound personal and national

consequence, would become central to his legacy and the country's path

forward.
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Chapter 21 Summary: We Must Think Anew July
1862–December 1862

Summary of Chapter 21: The Dogmas of the Quiet Past, Are Inadequate to

 the Stormy Present

In the summer of 1862, President Abraham Lincoln faced significant

challenges as the Civil War raged on with no decisive end in sight. Amid

military defeats and growing public impatience, Lincoln embarked on a

transformative internal journey, culminating in his decision to issue the

Emancipation Proclamation, fundamentally redefining the goals of the war.

1. Lincoln’s Transformation and the Prelude to Emancipation

On July 22, 1862, following intense reflection at the Soldiers’ Home,

Lincoln made a profound decision: the war’s purpose could no longer be

confined to merely preserving the Union; it had to address the moral wrong

of slavery. This conclusion marked a significant shift for Lincoln, who had

initially focused on maintaining the Union. Although his

Enlightenment-based beliefs and legal background had tethered him to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


constitutional precedent against abolishing slavery, the unfolding events

nudged him towards emancipation.

2. Shifts in Military Leadership and Strategy

Confronted by frustrations over military leadership, Lincoln restructured the

Union’s command, appointing John Pope to lead the Army of Virginia and

Henry Halleck as general in chief. Pope, a West Point graduate, was tasked

with consolidating Union forces to revamp military strategy. However, the

Union’s setbacks continued, marked by disunity and ineffective leadership.

Despite challenges, Lincoln recognized the importance of public sentiment

and adjusted his strategies accordingly. A master communicator, Lincoln

leaned heavily on the burgeoning influence of newspapers to shape public

opinion and rally support. His correspondence with Horace Greeley, who

challenged him on emancipation, highlighted Lincoln’s delicate position as

he balanced public sentiment with strategic military decisions.

3. The Emancipation Proclamation

As the war entered its second year, the notion of emancipation gained

traction in Lincoln’s mind, influenced both by his moral conviction and
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military necessity. In response to a pivotal but inconclusive victory at

Antietam in September 1862, Lincoln felt empowered to issue a preliminary

Emancipation Proclamation on September 22. He framed it as a military

measure aimed at weakening the Confederacy, effective January 1, 1863,

promising freedom to slaves in rebellious states.

Lincoln understood the precariousness of his decision, which was met with

mixed reactions. Radical Republicans demanded immediate action, while

moderates and Democrats worried about its implications. Despite political

pressures, Lincoln remained committed to fundamentally redefining the

war’s moral compass toward abolition.

4. Leadership Challenges and Congressional Tensions

As military operations continued, Lincoln faced internal challenges from

Congress, particularly from radical Republicans dissatisfied with his

moderate approach. A cabinet crisis erupted when several senators

demanded the removal of Secretary of State William Seward, blaming him

for obstructing more aggressive wartime measures. Lincoln skillfully

navigated the political tempest by reconciling Seward and Treasury

Secretary Salmon P. Chase’s resignations, ensuring stability within his

administration.
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5. The Larger Vision: A Call to Embrace a New Future

In his annual message to Congress on December 1, 1862, Lincoln articulated

a visionary future, urging lawmakers to support compensated emancipation

and constitutional amendments to eliminate slavery gradually. His words

underscored the urgency of adapting to the "stormy present" and

transcending the "dogmas of the quiet past."

Lincoln’s evolving leadership demonstrated his resilience, as he adeptly

balanced public opinion, military strategy, and political pressures. His

rhetorical finesse transformed the Civil War from a struggle solely for Union

restoration into a profound quest for freedom, setting the stage for a new

chapter in American history.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Transformation and Decision-Making Amidst Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In navigating the turbulent times of 1862,

President Lincoln illustrates the power of transformation in thought

and action. Faced with military setbacks and public unrest, Lincoln

paused for profound introspection and emerged with a bold decision to

pivot from merely preserving the Union to addressing the deep-seated

moral atrocity of slavery. It is through this critical decision-making

process that Lincoln demonstrates an inspiring lesson: in facing our

own 'stormy presents,' we are reminded of the importance of evolving

our convictions and adjusting our strategies to reflect our growing

understanding and values. His journey urges us to look beyond the

'dogmas of the quiet past' and embrace opportunities for growth and

change, charting new paths that align with both moral clarity and

visionary thinking.
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Chapter 22 Summary: What Will the Country Say?
January 1863–May 1863

Chapter 22 describes a pivotal moment in American history, the signing of

 the Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln on January

1, 1863. This chapter outlines the political, social, and military contexts of

this monumental event, providing insight into Lincoln's struggle amidst the

Civil War and the path toward freeing enslaved people.

In December 1862, Lincoln faced intense pressure and criticism from

various fronts. Abolitionists were eager for immediate action, while some

political allies feared the implications of such a bold move on troop morale.

Amid these differing opinions, Lincoln was resolute in his decision to sign

the proclamation, recognizing the war's broader implications on slavery and

the Union's future. The Emancipation Proclamation declared that all slaves

in rebellious states were forever free and allowed for their enlistment into the

Union’s armed forces.

Lincoln's understanding of the mortal stakes of the war and his dedication to

preserving the Union is central to the chapter. His strategic decision-making

in selecting military leadership, including his appointment of General Joseph

Hooker following the struggles of General Ambrose Burnside, underscores

his approach to managing the military challenges of the time.
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The narrative also covers Lincoln’s political maneuvering amid the growing

Copperhead sentiment in the North. These Peace Democrats opposed the

war, advocating for peace with the Confederacy, and presented a significant

domestic threat to Lincoln’s wartime policies. The trial and subsequent

banishment of Ohio congressman Clement Vallandigham highlight the deep

divisions within the Union states.

As the chapter unfolds, the struggles of the Union Army, particularly during

the Chancellorsville campaign, loom large. Hooker’s initial promise is

undermined by Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s audacious tactics,

leading to a demoralizing Union defeat. Lincoln's anguish and frustration are

palpable as he grapples with the ongoing challenge of finding effective

military leadership capable of securing decisive victories.

In parallel, Lincoln cautiously but steadily embraced the notion of enlisting

African-Americans in the military. This policy shift was fraught with

obstacles, from racial prejudice to the logistical challenges of raising these

new regiments. Yet, with Lincoln’s support and the efforts of key figures

such as Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and General Lorenzo Thomas, the

recruitment of black soldiers began to take shape, signaling a transformative

moment in the war and American society.

Central to the chapter is Lincoln's reflection on the broader significance of

the Emancipation Proclamation. He envisions it not just as a stepping stone
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for military strategy but as part of a larger moral imperative against the

institution of slavery. This aligns with his evolving view of the war as a fight

not merely for Union but for the freedom of millions, one that could

fundamentally reshape the nation.

Lincoln’s calculated political strategies, his deeply rooted moral convictions,

and his evolving stance on race and slavery reveal his multifaceted

leadership during one of the most turbulent periods in American history.

Despite setbacks and criticism, Lincoln’s steadfast commitment to his

principles and his nation is evident, leaving an indelible mark on the fabric

of the United States.
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Chapter 23 Summary: You Say You Will Not Fight to
Free Negroes May 1863– September 1863

In the aftermath of harsh criticism regarding his administration's handling of

 the Vallandigham affair, President Abraham Lincoln, in 1863, broke his

customary silence on public speaking outside Washington, D.C.

Copperheads and disapproving Democrats seized on Vallandigham's arrest as

a rallying point against Lincoln's policies. A push for state rights and citizen

liberties ensued, exemplified by the "Albany Resolves," a set of resolutions

forwarded by New York politician Erastus Corning.

Seizing the moment, Lincoln responded thoughtfully with a public letter to

Corning, crafting his argument for suspending habeas corpus amid civil

strife. By drafting this letter, Lincoln communicated the real origins of the

war and justified military arrests to prevent espionage and aid to the enemy.

He contended that the judiciary was ill-equipped to deal with the rebellion's

scale, exemplified by the defections of key military figures to the

Confederacy.

Lincoln addressed Vallandigham's case, arguing that the arrest was due to

actions undermining military strength, which ultimately justified military

intervention. Lincoln's correspondence, shared widely across the nation,

became a strategic public message, illustrating the necessity of prioritizing

Union preservation over individual dissenters' rights.
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Despite this outreach, Lincoln faced ongoing challenges, notably managing

Union military leadership amidst a war at its peak. He navigated decisions

involving key battles at Gettysburg and Vicksburg. At Gettysburg,

discrepancies in military strategy under commanders like Hooker and later

Meade prompted Lincoln to realize different approaches toward

commanding generals. His patience and foresight were more forgiving with

Grant, whose unrelenting siege at Vicksburg led to a pivotal Union victory.

By the war's third year, Lincoln endorsed the arming of black troops and met

with prominent African Americans like Frederick Douglass, acknowledging

the courage and essential role of these soldiers in the struggle. In September

1863, confronted with the peace faction’s resurgence and calls for

negotiation with the Confederacy, Lincoln utilized the Springfield rally to

reinforce his wartime policies and highlight the importance of emancipation.

In his letter, read aloud to Illinois supporters, Lincoln eloquently framed the

conflict in larger historical terms, invoking the struggle for equality

enshrined in the Declaration of Independence. He used a stark contrast

between the valor of African American soldiers and the duplicity of

copperhead agitators, underscoring the moral imperative of the Union cause

and the emancipation of the enslaved.

Lincoln's public communications, including the Springfield letter, helped
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transform the narrative around the Civil War. They showcased his strategic

insights into unifying the North and underscored the moral stakes of the

conflict, reinvigorating Northern determination to see the war through to a

successful conclusion. These efforts underscored his leadership at a critical

juncture, setting the stage for future Union advances.
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Chapter 24: A New Birth of Freedom September
1863–March 1864

Chapter 24 of the book delves into the political and military landscape of the

 United States during the fall of 1863, a pivotal period of the Civil War under

President Abraham Lincoln's leadership. At this time, the nation faced a

great test of endurance and ideological commitment, as embodied in

Lincoln's famous Gettysburg Address declaring the nation's resilience

against civil strife.

Amidst this backdrop, the chapter explores the divisive political climate as

Republicans, eager to secure state elections, ostensibly rallied around

Lincoln. However, within Washington's halls of power, even the president's

allies critiqued him for perceived indecisiveness, while radical Republicans

lambasted his slow policy implementations.

Publicly, Lincoln's persona as a trustworthy leader began to solidify with the

distribution of a popular pamphlet, "The Letters of President Lincoln on

Questions of National Policy." Figures like religious leader Henry Ward

Beecher and author George Curtis recognized Lincoln's burgeoning political

acumen and multifaceted approach to governance—balancing radical and

conservative elements within his own party.

Strategically, Lincoln pondered over the potential fragmentation of his
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leadership within the Republican Party and the consequences of the ongoing

war on the upcoming 1864 elections. To counteract divisive sentiments,

Lincoln envisioned the formation of a broader "National Union Party,"

encouraging Republicans to extend beyond partisan lines to attract moderate

Democrats and reinforce national unity.

Military events, such as the decisive battles at Chattanooga and the daring

actions of Union generals like William Rosecrans and George H. Thomas

(the "Rock of Chickamauga"), significantly impacted public opinion and

political strategies. Lincoln worked diligently, often late into the night,

coordinating reinforcements and redeployments with Secretary of War

Edwin Stanton to ensure military successes supplemented political fortunes.

The socio-political context extended to border states like Missouri, where

internal discord over issues such as emancipation posed an additional

challenge for Lincoln. He navigated the complex factional demands with

pragmatic deftness, countering both radical and conservative elements while

asserting a gradual approach toward emancipation.

The chapter culminates with Lincoln's famous speech at Gettysburg,

emphasizing the themes of dedication, equality, and the rebirth of freedom.

While receiving mixed responses politically, the address became a definitive

articulation of the nation's struggle and future aspirations. Lincoln's adept

negotiation of political and military dynamics set the stage for upcoming
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elections and strategic military campaigns, laying a foundation for future

Reconstruction efforts as the war continued into 1864.
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Chapter 25 Summary: The Will of God Prevails March
1864–November 1864

Chapter 25 Summary:

In March 1864, President Abraham Lincoln anticipated meeting General

Ulysses S. Grant, whom he admired, to discuss what he hoped would be

decisive military campaigns. Grant's arrival in Washington was

unceremonious, but he soon captivated the capital with his presence and the

promise of ending the war. Lincoln’s confidence in Grant was underscored

by Congress promoting Grant to the rank of lieutenant general, a rank last

held by George Washington.

Meanwhile, Lincoln navigated political challenges, including opposition

from Kentucky leaders over the recruitment of African-American troops.

Lincoln explained his antislavery stance, rooted in moral and strategic

necessity, emphasizing the role of divine providence in the Civil War. His

letter to Kentucky’s Albert G. Hodges outlined the moral complexities and

his belief in God's overarching plans, indicating his leadership style was

marked by acknowledging both human and divine roles in unfolding events. 

As military strategies unfolded, Grant planned simultaneous offensives

across multiple fronts against the Confederacy, focusing on exhausting Lee's
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forces. Lincoln fully supported these plans, finally finding a general who

shared his strategic vision. However, the ensuing battles, such as those at the

Wilderness and Spotsylvania, led to high casualties and shifting public

opinions, with some calling Grant “the Butcher.”

Despite military struggles, Lincoln vied for reelection amid growing

political tension. Radical Republicans temporarily distanced themselves,

nominating John C. Frémont as an alternative candidate. However, Lincoln

remained steadfast, promoting a constitutional amendment to abolish slavery

and, despite personal and public challenges, was re-nominated by the

National Union Party with Andrew Johnson as vice president.

The political landscape was fraught with challenges. Lincoln’s War

Democrats struggled to reconcile war objectives with peace aspirations

defined by McClellan’s Democratic platform. The fall of Atlanta to Sherman

in September changed everything, boosting Lincoln’s prospects and

deflating McClellan's campaign. Lincoln’s unwavering belief in Union

victory was central to his strategy, despite doubts about reelection.

Lincoln’s reflection on divine will and human agency matured over time,

influenced by his Presbyterian minister, Phineas D. Gurley. The president

integrated religious contemplation into his leadership, balancing between

fatalism and providence.
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In November, with Union military successes fresh in public memory,

Lincoln secured reelection convincingly, both electorally and through the

critical soldiers' vote. He returned to the presidency ready to pursue final

victory, personally vindicated yet visibly aged by the trials of war. Lincoln's

resilience exhibited his commitment to liberty and union, grounded in his

belief in divine purpose amid human conflict.
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Chapter 26 Summary: With Malice Toward None, with
Charity for All December 1864–April 1865

Chapter 26, titled "A King’s Cure for All the Evils," primarily focuses on the

 period surrounding Abraham Lincoln's efforts to pass the Thirteenth

Amendment, which would abolish slavery in the United States. The chapter

opens with a backdrop of Lincoln's reelection in November 1864 amidst

ongoing concerns for his safety, as threats against him multiplied.

Despite the dangers, Lincoln focused on his second term, planning cabinet

reshuffles and diplomatic appointments. Notably, he selected trusted

individuals like Noah Brooks for roles close to him, reflecting a shift in

leadership style from his first term's inclusion of prominent party leaders to a

preference for personal loyalty.

Amidst these political maneuvers, Lincoln's most significant task was

appointing Salmon P. Chase as the new Chief Justice, aiming to ensure the

integrity of his Emancipation Proclamation and future amendments. Chase,

despite past political rivalry with Lincoln, was chosen for his known

abolitionist stance.

Parallel to political events, General William Tecumseh Sherman's infamous

March to the Sea was unfolding. Sherman aimed to devastate Southern

morale and disrupt their society deeply. His eventual capture of Savannah in
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December 1864 brought immense relief to Lincoln, who expressed this in a

telegram likening Sherman’s success to a "Christmas gift."

The narrative also delves into Lincoln's compassionate side, detailing his

personal letters to families of those lost in the war and his practice of

offering pardons to soldiers sentenced by court-martial, a task he termed

"butcher’s day." His empathy highlighted his humanity amidst the war's

harshness.

As 1865 began, Lincoln, against advice to wait, was determined to pass the

Thirteenth Amendment. His hands-on lobbying resulted in its passage on

January 31, 1865, marking a pivotal shift in American history. Lincoln

celebrated its passing with the statement that it was a “King’s cure for all the

evils.”

The chapter transitions into the complexities of negotiating peace amidst war

fatigue, including the fruitless Hampton Roads Conference, where Lincoln

met Confederate commissioners to discuss peace terms but found no ground

for compromise, as the Confederacy insisted on its independence.

As the military situation evolved, Lincoln’s leadership increasingly focused

on reconciliation and a vision for post-war reconstruction, highlighted in his

Second Inaugural Address on March 4, 1865. This speech is noted for its

theological depth and appeal for national healing, with its renowned closing
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words, “With malice toward none, with charity for all.”

In the address, Lincoln carefully balanced judgment on slavery with hope for

reconciliation, acknowledging shared national guilt. His words resonated

deeply, particularly with African Americans like Frederick Douglass, who

later praised the speech as a "sacred effort."

The chapter closes with Lincoln's efforts toward rebuilding relations

post-war, stressing leniency in dealing with the defeated South, and

culminates in the poignant aftermath of his assassination on April 14, 1865.

Lincoln's death propelled the nation into mourning and speculation on what

his continued leadership might have achieved during the Reconstruction era.

The narrative underscores the evolution of Lincoln from a politically

inexperienced leader to a figure of immense wisdom and vision, leaving a

lasting legacy of unity and freedom, encapsulated in the enduring impact of

the Thirteenth Amendment and his calls for reconciliation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Hands-on Lobbying for the Thirteenth Amendment

Critical Interpretation: The chapter illuminates how Abraham

Lincoln's unwavering commitment and active involvement were

instrumental in the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which

abolished slavery. Against prevailing advice, Lincoln immersed

himself deeply in political lobbying, engaging directly with lawmakers

and utilizing personal diplomacy to garner the necessary votes. This

episode in Lincoln's life is an inspiring lesson on the power of

relentless determination and personal involvement in pursuing a cause

larger than oneself. In your own life, you can draw inspiration from

Lincoln's example by recognizing that significant change often

requires stepping beyond your comfort zone and tenaciously

advocating for what you believe is right, even when facing opposition.

Lincoln's leadership exemplifies how one person's dedication can lead

to monumental shifts in societal values and justice.
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