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About the book

In "A Line in the Sand," James Barr masterfully chronicles the historical

roots and enduring consequences of the modern Middle East's political

landscape, drawing a compelling line between the legacies of British

imperialism and the volatile complexities of contemporary conflicts. As Barr

meticulously unravels the web of decisions made during and after World

War I—particularly the arbitrary borders drawn by foreign powers—he

invites readers to explore how these choices continue to influence regional

strife and identity today. This thought-provoking narrative not only

challenges conventional narratives but also offers a nuanced understanding

of the geopolitical tensions that have shaped our world, urging readers to

reconsider the historical forces at play and their lasting impacts. Prepare to

delve into a story that reshapes our perceptions of the Middle East, revealing

how a single line on a map can echo through time, igniting passions and

conflicts that seem impossibly entangled.
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About the author

James Barr is a distinguished historian and author renowned for his profound

insight into the complex geopolitical and cultural landscapes of the Middle

East. With a background in history and a keen interest in international

relations, Barr has penned several critically acclaimed works that explore the

intricate tapestry of Arabian history, British imperialism, and the enduring

legacies of historical events. His rigorous research and engaging narrative

style bring to life the stories of the region, illuminating the pivotal moments

that shaped modern politics and society. "A Line in the Sand," one of his

notable works, delves into the historical and contemporary significance of

the boundaries drawn in the Middle East, showcasing Barr's expertise and

ability to connect past and present in a compelling manner.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prologue

Prologue Summary

In the summer of 2007, the author discovered a declassified British

government report from 1945 that revealed a shocking development in the

geopolitics of the Middle East. A British MI5 officer disclosed that Jewish

terrorists in Palestine, engaged in a violent struggle against British colonial

rule, were receiving support from French officials in the Levant. As Britain

fought for France's liberation during World War II, their supposed ally was

secretly arming those opposing British authority in Palestine.

This revelation highlighted a long-standing and complex struggle for control

in the Middle East that can be traced back to 1915 when Britain and France,

as allies during World War I, attempted to navigate their competing

ambitions through the Sykes-Picot Agreement. This agreement essentially

divided the Ottoman Empire's territories between the two powers, with

vague plans for Palestine to have international administration—a

compromise that both nations largely disliked. Criticism of such imperial

ambitions emerged prominently, notably from U.S. President Woodrow

Wilson, who advocated for self-determination for subject peoples.

To bolster their position, the British decided to support Zionist aspirations,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


hoping to secure the southeast flank of the Suez Canal while deflecting

accusations of imperialism. However, this strategy was wildly miscalculated.

They underestimated the resentment it would incite among Arabs and

overestimated Jewish gratitude. As Jewish migration inflamed Arab

discontent, British attempts to maintain peace frustrated both communities.

Under mandates from the League of Nations, Britain assumed control over

Palestine, Transjordan, and Iraq, while France governed Lebanon and Syria.

Instead of guiding these nations to independence, both powers hesitated,

which sowed further resentment among Arab populations yearning for

freedom. Mutual suspicion spurred a lack of cooperation; British forces

ignored French requests to suppress rebels in Syria, while the French turned

a blind eye to Arab insurgents fleeing into their territory.

This cooperative inertia only ended following the fall of France in 1940,

when the Vichy government aligned with Nazi Germany. Subsequent

military actions by British and Free French forces aimed to eliminate the

Vichy presence in the region, which led to British support for Lebanon's

independence. However, this bolstered French animosity towards the British,

who were also accused of conspiring with Syrians for the same goal.

As World War II progressed, Jewish sentiment turned sharply against the

British, particularly after the British imposed strict immigration quotas in

response to Arab pressure, denying refuge to many fleeing the Holocaust.
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Disillusioned by British policy, Jewish groups began to resort to violence,

now emboldened by the realization that previous appeasements only invited

further injustice.

In this context, the previously hidden French support for Zionist factions

unfolded—a surprising turn that would shape the future of the Middle East.

The rivalry between Britain and France, driven by complex imperial

ambitions, significantly influenced the dynamics of the Arab-Israeli conflict

and ultimately played a pivotal role in the establishment of Israel in 1948.

This book aims to unravel the intricate relationships and events that led to

such a critical juncture in history.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 1 Very Practical Politics

Chapter 1: Very Practical Politics

On December 16, 1915, Sir Mark Sykes, a young politician with a

burgeoning reputation as an expert on the Middle East, met with British

Prime Minister Asquith and the war cabinet to address the contentious issue

surrounding the future of the crumbling Ottoman Empire. Elected as a

Conservative MP in 1911, Sykes had rapidly established himself as the

government’s chief adviser on Ottoman affairs, despite being less

knowledgeable than he portrayed. His journey from a troubled childhood in

a dysfunctional Yorkshire family to this pivotal meeting was marked by a

series of travels throughout the Ottoman Empire, where he cultivated a

romanticized view of the region.

Sykes had written a notable book, *The Caliphs’ Last Heritage*, claiming to

articulate the situation of the Ottoman Empire, which had been losing its

power and territory. His travels had provided him a firsthand look at the

Ottoman decline, which he described with disdainful humor, focusing on the

squalor he encountered. This experience led to his being mistaken for an

authority on the Middle East, even as he inadvertently sold an image of

expertise he did not possess. His ability to charm his way to political power,

however, was unmatched.
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During the meeting at Number 10, Sykes proposed that Britain and France

urgently negotiate how to divide the Ottoman territories, a decision

imperative to maintaining their fragile alliance. This concern stemmed from

historical tensions between the two nations, particularly the Fashoda

Incident of 1898, when British and French troops nearly clashed in a dispute

over control of the Nile region. The Entente Cordiale of 1904—an

agreement acknowledging British dominance in Egypt in exchange for

recognition of French interests in Morocco—did little to quell underlying

suspicions.

Faced with the Ottoman Empire’s alliance with Germany during World War

I, British officials realized the necessity of strategizing for a post-war

rearrangement of territories. Sykes argued for retaining certain areas in

Palestine and parts of Syria while advocating for an arrangement with the

French. As he outlined his proposed borders on a map, Kitchener supported

him, believing that clear delineation would stabilize British interests in

Egypt and the wider Middle East.

However, not all members of the war cabinet were convinced, with Balfour

questioning whether Sykes’ plan would merely complicate British interests

in the region. Ultimately, Sykes’ presentation appealed to the exhausted

prime minister, who recognized the urgency of resolving potential conflicts

with France diplomatically. The meeting concluded with Sykes feeling
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elated, convinced that he had garnered support for "very practical politics."

The tumultuous era of the Ottoman Empire had left it vulnerable, leading to

ambitions from both Britain and France to exert influence over its failing

territories. Internal unrest from Arab nationalists added another layer of

complexity, challenging Ottoman rule and the authority of the sultan, the

caliph across the Muslim world. The stage was set for the coming decisions,

which would profoundly shape the future of the Middle East amid the

remnants of European imperial ambitions. 

As the war persisted, differing views between Britain and France regarding

their post-war goals began to emerge more prominently, laying the

groundwork for intricate political maneuvering over the disputed territories.

The dynamics of power and alliances, compounded by the actions of

ambitious politicians like Sykes, would soon lead to the reshaping of borders

and national identities in the region, signaling the dawning of a new era of

geopolitical complexities.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of navigating complex political landscapes

with clarity and purpose.

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the political maneuvering

exemplified by Sykes, consider how the ability to navigate complex

situations with a clear strategy can profoundly impact your life. Just as

Sykes recognized the need to delineate boundaries amid chaos, you

too can find inspiration in setting clear goals and intentions in your

own journey. Embrace the idea that effective communication and

strategic thinking can empower you to influence outcomes in your

personal and professional life, even when faced with significant

challenges or competing interests. In a world filled with uncertainties,

your capacity to articulate your vision and foster understanding can

lead to positive change and growth.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 2 Monsieur Picot

In chapter two, we explore the life and motivations of François

 Georges-Picot, a key French diplomat who, alongside his brother Charles,

was integral to France’s pursuit of imperial ambitions, particularly

concerning Syria. The Picot family's legacy of advocating for French

territorial claims began with their father, Georges Picot, a prominent lawyer

and influential figure in colonial advocacy groups. François, who adopted

his father's full name in an attempt to invoke his father's legacy, emerged as

a determined diplomat whose career was marked by a strong belief in

France's "civilizing mission."

Transitioning from law to diplomacy at the age of twenty-eight,

Georges-Picot’s focus shifted during a pivotal year—1898—when the

Fashoda incident exposed the tensions between France and Britain.

Disheartened by the French government’s reluctance to protect national

interests, he grew increasingly resolute that a more aggressive stance was

essential in dealing with Britain moving forward.

Before World War I, Georges-Picot served in Beirut, where he engaged with

educated Arab leaders advocating for autonomy from the Ottomans. His

experiences led him to realize that France must shift its policy to support

Arab aspirations, particularly as tensions escalated with the Ottoman

Empire. Anticipating a revolt, he arranged clandestine support for Lebanese
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Christians, believing that France would quickly act to aid their uprising.

However, the anticipated French invasion failed to materialize, leaving

Georges-Picot unprepared for the ramifications of his actions when the

Ottomans seized the evidence he left behind.

Upon returning to Paris, Georges-Picot joined forces with the Comité de

l’Asie Française to rally political support for Syria. Simultaneously,

unbeknownst to him, British officials were making their own overtures to

Arab leaders, particularly to Sharif Hussein of Mecca, who aimed for Arab

independence following Ottoman defeat. This initiative came in light of

worries that the Ottomans might unleash a jihad—and that a successful Arab

uprising could be critical for the Allies.

British High Commissioner in Egypt, Sir Henry McMahon, along with his

subordinate, Ronald Storrs, sought to encourage Hussein’s ambitions against

the Ottomans by suggesting British support. Shortly thereafter, Hussein

escalated his demands, asserting his claim over a larger territory, including

Palestine and Syria. Concurrently, Muhammad al-Faruqi, a former Ottoman

officer, defected to the British, claiming significant support existed among

Arab officers for a nationalist movement, further complicating matters for

McMahon.

Caught between conflicting interests, British Foreign Secretary Edward Grey

found himself needing to balance French aspirations for Syria against
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growing Arab nationalism. He ultimately instructed McMahon to be vague

when responding to Hussein’s demands, fearing that an alliance with the

Arabs could fracture the crucial Anglo-French partnership.

Georges-Picot, meanwhile, grew increasingly optimistic about his

negotiations with the Brits and raised his demands on territories in Syria,

influenced by Britain’s apparent willingness to cede more ground.

Attendings meetings in London in late 1915, he faced incredulity from

British officials over the scale of French claims, insisting that Syrian

territory was integral to France's national identity and efforts in the war. This

tension foreshadowed the inevitable conflict over territorial control and

conflicting imperial ambitions.

By December, in a series of negotiations that included a now-famous

agreement between Georges-Picot and British diplomat Mark Sykes, the two

powers reached an accord dividing the Middle East into spheres of influence.

Although they made nominal claims of supporting Arab independence, the

Sykes-Picot Agreement essentially disregarded Husein's aspirations,

partitioning the region according to British and French interests.

As the agreement was finalized, the French celebrated perceived victories,

while the British grew anxious over the implications. With the war ongoing

and public sentiment stirring against imperialism, strategic considerations

began to shift, particularly with Britain's burgeoning interest in supporting
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Zionism as a means to secure its foothold in Palestine and counter French

ambitions. Thus, a web of competing declarations and interests was laid,

sowing the seeds for future conflict and the fateful events that would follow

in the Middle East.
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Chapter 4: 3 Enter T. E. Lawrence

### Chapter 3: Enter T. E. Lawrence

The Sharif Husein's revolt against Ottoman rule began in Mecca in June

1916 but only gained traction with British support the following year. A

pivotal moment occurred on May 7, 1917, when T. E. Lawrence encountered

British politician Mark Sykes on the Red Sea coast. During their meeting,

Lawrence confronted Sykes regarding the Sykes-Picot Agreement, which

outlined territorial divisions in the Middle East post-war, potentially

sacrificing Arab autonomy in favor of French and British interests.

Lawrence had previously believed in British support for Arab independence,

and his disillusionment with this revelation marked a pivotal turning point in

his mission.

Lawrence's background sharply contrasted with Sykes's privileged

upbringing. Whereas Sykes traveled as a tourist, Lawrence was a rugged,

self-taught archaeologist with extensive knowledge of the Middle East,

having immersed himself in its culture and language during research

expeditions as a young man. His hands-on experience left Lawrence with

deep respect for the Arab people, particularly the laborers he supervised at

archaeological digs.
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As World War I unfolded, Lawrence initially served in a mundane

intelligence role in Cairo, grappling with guilt over his brothers' deaths in

battle. However, the Arab Revolt piqued his interest. He was sent to Arabia

to assess its faltering progress and quickly saw this as an opportunity to

escape his desk job and support Arab aspirations against Ottoman and

French dominance.

In Cairo, Lawrence found himself aligned with like-minded British officials

who shared his skepticism toward French colonial ambitions in the Arab

world. Their experiences shaped their belief that Arab freedom was essential

to counteract French incursions. Lawrence's deep disdain for French

interference motivated him to support Husein's cause while plotting a

strategy to unite the Bedouin tribes against the Turks.

Lawrence's mission intensified as the Ottomans prepared to retaliate against

the Arabs. The Bedouin tribes, led by Husein's son, Faisal, needed more

arms and support than the British were willing to provide. Lawrence took

decisive action by embarking on a report to Jeddah, where he engaged with

key Arab figures and gathered intel on French and Ottoman intentions. His

first-hand observations further convinced him of the local fighters' potential,

illustrating their capability for guerrilla warfare.

Despite skepticism about the quality of Husein's leadership, Lawrence

identified Faisal as a promising ally in the revolt. Amassing support from
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various tribes, they set out to strike at the Ottoman supply lines. As

Lawrence and Faisal planned strategic attacks, Lawrence became an integral

figure, inspiring confidence among the dispersed tribes and moving closer to

his goal of a united Arab front against foreign control.

The chapter culminates with Lawrence's venture into enemy territory, where

his audacious and risky maneuvers led to the capture of Aqaba in July 1917.

This victory, though fraught with challenges, signified a crucial success for

the Arab Revolt. Lawrence's bold actions earned him recognition, marking

his rise from obscurity to a vital player in the independence movement—a

position he sought to leverage to counteract the implications of the

Sykes-Picot Agreement. This chapter thus sets the foundation for Lawrence's

critical role in shaping the course of the Arab Revolt and the future of the

region.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 4 Allenbys Man

In Chapter 4, titled "Allenby’s Man," tensions rise as British and French

 officials grapple with the implications of T.E. Lawrence's audacious

military successes during World War I in the Middle East. Sykes, a British

diplomat, begrudgingly praises Lawrence's successful capture of Aqaba but

fears it might jeopardize his negotiations with the French agent

Georges-Picot. Meanwhile, the British high commissioner in Egypt,

Reginald Wingate, seeks to suppress information about Lawrence's activities

for political reasons, preventing the French from realizing the extent of

Lawrence's influence over the Arab forces led by Sharif Husein.

French intelligence officer Antonin Jaussen, trained as a priest and

archaeologist, becomes increasingly aware of Lawrence's strategic

importance and his growing rapport with Arab leaders, expressing concern

that Lawrence's support for Arab independence could undermine Allied

interests. As divisions grow within the Arab forces, Lawrence responds to

criticism from Sykes and others by confronting the inconsistencies in British

promises to the Arabs and the growing Zionist movement.

Lawrence’s vision of utilizing Arab forces as guerrilla fighters against the

Ottomans aligns with General Edmund Allenby’s military objectives,

prompting a collaboration that elevates Lawrence’s status beyond a mere

military operative. Their partnership results in a combined strategy that
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includes guerrilla raids along the Hijaz Railway, crucial for disrupting

Ottoman supply lines in Palestine. Allenby, despite facing pressures from

the French and the British government, appreciates the value of Lawrence’s

local knowledge and the burgeoning Arab nationalist sentiments.

However, Lawrence's operations face challenges, such as infighting among

different Arab factions and logistical difficulties that hinder his guerrilla

warfare ambitions. Following a series of intense skirmishes, including

devastating attacks on Ottoman trains, Lawrence grapples with the

emotional toll of combat and the chaotic nature of working with diverse

Bedouin tribes. 

The British military campaign advances, culminating in the recapture of key

locations around Gaza and Jerusalem. Lawrence’s strategic maneuvers,

including his audacious plan to strike Dara—an action that deliberately

intersects with French interests—aim to galvanize Arab nationalist claims

and solidify their role in the unfolding political landscape.

As British forces advance and enter Damascus, the complexities of post-war

diplomacy come into play. The British government, aware of conflicting

promises made to both the Arabs and the French, navigates a perilous

political landscape. Lawrence contemplates the potential betrayal of Arab

interests as he returns to London, determined to advocate for Arab

representation at the upcoming Paris Peace Conference while strategically
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aligning with Allenby’s military successes.

The chapter highlights the intricate interplay of military strategy, local

politics, and the looming threat of imperialism, setting the stage for the

shifting loyalties and dramatic developments that will define the post-war

Middle East.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of strategic alliances and collaboration in

achieving goals

Critical Interpretation: In the face of adversity and seemingly

insurmountable challenges, the partnership of T.E. Lawrence and

General Allenby reveals a fundamental truth: success often hinges on

the power of strategic alliances. As you navigate your own life's

battles, whether personal or professional, remember that collaboration

with those who complement your strengths can amplify your impact

and effectiveness. Embrace the diversity of ideas and perspectives,

recognizing that the unity of purpose can drive you forward,

transforming isolated efforts into a cohesive strategy that fosters

innovation and resilience.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 6 Summary: 5 I Want Mosul

### Chapter 5 Summary: I Want Mosul

As the Ottoman Empire crumbled, British Prime Minister David Lloyd

George began to strategize the division of Turkish territories during a dinner

in Paris on October 6, 1918. Despite the Sykes–Picot Agreement, which

outlined the future management of these territories between Britain and

France, Lloyd George was skeptical of this arrangement. He harbored a deep

disdain for the Turks, believing they misgoverned historically rich lands, and

felt that Britain deserved the lion's share of the spoils for having primarily

defeated the Ottomans.

His focus soon shifted to Mosul, highlighted by his cabinet secretary

Maurice Hankey, who had been alerted to the region's oil potential—an

essential resource as Britain transitioned from coal to oil as the dominant

fuel source for naval power. As Britain considered military strategies amid

the ongoing war, they found themselves tantalizingly close to the oil-rich

regions around Mosul.

Despite initial hesitations due to the commitments outlined in the

Sykes–Picot Agreement, Lloyd George ordered British troops to seize Mosul

to establish control before the end of the war. By November 3, 1918, British
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forces occupied the city, marking a significant shift in control and an

embodiment of Lloyd George's opportunistic leadership style. Throughout

his political career, he had shown a willingness to prioritize power over

principles.

As the peace talks loomed, tensions increased with President Wilson's push

for self-determination, conflicting with British imperial ambitions. Despite

Lawrence’s arrival in London to negotiate Arab interests, the British Foreign

Office viewed the rising Arab movement as a means to further their own

geopolitical aims.

Meetings unfolded between military and political leaders, with Lawrence

advocating for Arab self-governance and asserting Feisal as an acceptable

leader. However, divisions emerged during discussions with the French, who

were insistent on maintaining control over Syria, leading to mistrust and

competitive negotiations. The ultimate cooperation with Feisal and support

for Arab autonomy were deemed tactical moves by the British to solidify

their influence in the region.

As discussions progressed, French and British interests clashed, particularly

over control of Mosul and the promise of Syrian governance. At the January

1919 peace conference, Clemenceau, known for his autocratic style and firm

nationalism, represented French interests, while diplomatic maneuvering

continued between him and Lloyd George. With the pressing need for a
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favorable outcome for France after staggering war losses, both leaders faced

the challenge of reconciling their national ambitions amid the burgeoning

complexities of international politics.

The negotiations were characterized by attempts to balance cooperation with

rivalry. The interests of the Arab representatives, especially Feisal, were

pushed against the backdrop of a complex web of diplomatic demands, each

calculated to ensure their respective nation's geopolitical supremacy. As

tensions escalated, especially regarding the mandates over former Ottoman

territories like Mosul and Syria, it became clear that the wartime allies were

reverting to rival status, a dynamic that would shape post-war geopolitics in

the Middle East.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 6 Deadlock

Chapter 6: Deadlock

On March 20, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson returned to Paris to meet

with British Prime Minister Lloyd George, Foreign Secretary Arthur

Balfour, French Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau, and French Foreign

Minister Stephen Pichon at Lloyd George's apartment. The meeting was

convened to address the complex negotiations surrounding the post-World

War I settlement, particularly tensions regarding Syria and the conflicting

promises made during the war.

Pichon began by reviewing prior agreements such as the Sykes-Picot

Agreement and Britain's subsequent declarations to appease Arab leaders.

He argued passionately for France's right to a mandate over Syria, citing

France's historical influence in the region, including its educational,

infrastructural, and historical ties. He emphasized that French public

sentiment could not accept even partial exclusion from control in Syria after

their sacrifices during the war.

Lloyd George firmly rejected Pichon's claims, citing commitments made to

Arab leaders and emphasizing Britain's significant role in the military

operations that secured Syria. Tensions flared as both leaders exchanged
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heated arguments, with Lloyd George criticizing French involvement in the

Syrian campaign and Pichon accusing Britain of ignoring France's

contributions.

Amidst this impasse, Wilson proposed an independent commission to gauge

the desires of the Syrian population regarding governance, which

Clemenceau supported in hopes of cornering the British. However, this

suggestion did not sit well with the British, who feared that such scrutiny

could challenge their claims in both Mesopotamia and Palestine, where they

had political interests and ambitions.

As the discussions progressed, it became evident to British officials that the

commission would likely favor Arab independence, particularly in Syria. As

sentiments shifted, concerns grew about how this would impact Britain's

control over oil reserves and stability in the region. Lawrence of Arabia,

initially supportive of the commission's goals, found himself increasingly

sidelined as British officials sought to diminish his influence.

The British reluctance to confront France was compounded by a general

disillusionment that a sustainable peace could be achieved. With a looming

financial crisis at home, British leaders reasoned that preventing conflict

with their wartime ally, France, was paramount. In a conciliatory move,

British officials attempted to mediate between Clemenceau and Feisal, the

leader of Arab forces. However, Feisal refused to concede to French
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demands for military occupation in Damascus, opting instead to assert his

emerging national identity.

French suspicions regarding British intentions persisted as tensions remained

high. Clemenceau sought to leverage French control of Syria against Arab

nationalism while simultaneously trying to secure British concessions. As

discussions flailed, Lloyd George indicated an intention to withdraw British

troops, a decision met with fierce resistance from Clemenceau, who viewed

it as a repudiation of their prior agreements.

The pivotal moment of deadlock arrived in May, with a loud explosion of

discontent during meetings. When the British reneged on an oil-sharing deal,

Clemenceau retaliated, withdrawing an offer related to Mosul. Nationalistic

aspirations among Arabs in Syria were further ignited during Wilson's

commission visit, as local sentiments expressed a strong desire for

independence.

Wilson's commission, comprised solely of American representatives,

embarked on its mission through Palestine and Syria. Despite British and

French efforts to sway opinions, the commission found overwhelming

support for independence from French rule among the Syrian populace,

fundamentally undermining French claims to mandate authority.

Tensions escalated as French attempts to legitimize their authority were met
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with widespread resistance, further fueled by stories of British fomenting

Arab opposition to French rule. Their tactics backfired against French

objectives, intensifying animosity.

As Lawrence attempted to thwart French ambitions by implicating rival

factions and supporting Feisal, his actions caused a backlash. The British

government ultimately planned to cede control of Syria to the Arabs, but the

timing frustrated both the French and Arab leaders alike.

While the British prepared to withdraw from Syria, internal conflict brewed

in the region as French officials anticipated difficulty in maintaining order.

The withdrawal culminated in a series of tense exchanges between

Clemenceau and Lloyd George, highlighting the unraveling relationship

between Britain and France, where national pride, public opinion, and

imperial ambitions clashed.

In the end, as British forces began to pull out in November 1919,

Clemenceau dispatched General Henri Gouraud to establish French

influence in the region. Clemenceau's directives emphasized an aggressive

approach towards eliminating opposition and solidifying France’s grip on

Syria, even amid the growing resentment towards their imposition.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of understanding and respecting national

identities and aspirations

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads where your

choices impact not only your path but also the lives of those around

you. In Chapter 7, the struggle for Syrian independence amidst

external ambitions highlights a powerful lesson: the necessity of

recognizing and valuing the voices of others. It inspires you to

embrace empathy in your interactions, whether personal or

professional, acknowledging that every individual's journey shapes

their identity. By fostering respect for the aspirations of those you

engage with, you can create an environment of trust and collaboration,

ultimately leading to more harmonious relationships and a deeper

understanding of shared humanity.
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Chapter 8: 7 The Crusader

### Chapter 7: The Crusader

In the aftermath of World War I, on November 21, 1919, General Henri

Gouraud arrived in Beirut as the new French High Commissioner in Syria,

eager to exert French authority and respond to the aspirations of Arab leader

Feisal. Gouraud, a battle-hardened and charismatic leader who had lost an

arm during the Gallipoli campaign, saw himself as a modern crusader tasked

with fortifying France's claim over the region.

Upon his arrival, Gouraud was met with cheers from local crowds, a show of

support orchestrated by French political officers to bolster his image. Driven

by a romanticized vision of his mission, Gouraud considered Damascus—a

city entwined with the legacy of Saladin and significant in Christian

history—as essential to fulfilling his goal of expanding French territorial

holdings that echoed the medieval crusades.

However, Gouraud faced significant challenges from the outset. Although

the French believed that the victory in Europe allowed them to bolster their

military presence in Syria, Gouraud's forces consisted of only about 30,000

troops—far fewer than required to maintain order and replace the departing

British forces. The small French contingent quickly revealed its limitations,
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as tensions rose between French forces and local Arab factions, particularly

in the strategically vital Beqaa Valley, nominally under French oversight per

the Sykes-Picot Agreement.

As Gouraud contemplated the annexation of the Beqaa, Prime Minister

Clemenceau initially urged restraint, preferring to negotiate with Feisal, who

had been disillusioned after meetings with British Prime Minister Lloyd

George. However, following clashes between Arab and French forces in

December, Gouraud seized the opportunity to assert control, taking

command of Baalbek and escalating the already tumultuous relationship

with Feisal.

Feisal, recognizing the encroaching French threat and the inability to

maintain order among increasingly restless Arab nationalists, returned to

Damascus. He faced a rift between his nationalist supporters and the hopes

of securing a deal with the French. As the pressures mounted and the

situation unraveled, Gouraud's authority was further challenged by supply

issues—the French military logistics hampered by Arab insurgents

sabotaging transport lines.

As negotiations between France and Feisal broke down, the political

landscape shifted in Paris when Clemenceau resigned. His successor,

Alexandre Millerand, felt less inclined to extend the same level of trust

towards Feisal, urging Gouraud to take decisive action to establish order in
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the region. This directive came amidst growing concerns over Feisal's

effectiveness as a leader among a fractious population.

Tensions climaxed at the General Syrian Congress proclaiming Feisal as

King of Syria and his brother as Emir of Mesopotamia, provoking British

concerns regarding regional stability. On the verge of a breakdown in

relations, the San Remo Conference solidified the mandates of these

territories, with France receiving explicit control over Syria, backed by a

growing military presence.

On Bastille Day, 1920, Gouraud issued an ultimatum to Feisal demanding

the acceptance of the French mandate, which sparks a dire military

confrontation. When Feisal's forces, outmatched and outmaneuvered, faced

the might of French tanks and aircraft at the Battle of Maysalun on July 24,

the French swiftly overran them. Gouraud triumphantly entered Damascus

on July 26, proclaiming a return to the historic city.

This unexpected move of expelling Feisal shocked British officials, who had

anticipated Gouraud to sustain him as a puppet ruler. Following Feisal's

hasty exit through British-controlled Palestine—where he was

unceremoniously escorted to the border—the ramifications of Gouraud's

actions loomed heavy. The French noted that the Arab desire for autonomy,

sparked by earlier promises of self-determination from the British, was now

gaining momentum across the region, particularly in Mesopotamia.
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Gouraud’s military successes and expansion of French influence in Syria set

a complex stage for further conflict, illustrating the fragile balance between

colonial ambitions and the growing tide of Arab nationalism yearning for

independence from foreign domination.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 8 Revolt in Iraq

### Chapter 8: Revolt in Iraq

In June 1920, a significant uprising erupted across Mesopotamia, spurred by

both the influence of Syrian Arab nationalists urging their compatriots to

demand independence and the discontent stemming from three years of

British military rule in Iraq. When British forces marched into Baghdad in

1917, they claimed to be liberators. However, they quickly replaced Arab

officials with their own political officers to secure food supplies and

maintain communications, leading to resentment among Iraqis who felt

betrayed.

Under the administration of Arnold Wilson, the British continued to exercise

arbitrary control, disregarding promises made to support the establishment

of national governments for the indigenous populations. Wilson’s dismissive

reaction to Iraqi aspirations for governance and Gertrude Bell's concerns

about the potential for unrest reflected a deepening disconnect between

British officials and the local populace. As frustrations grew, the British

administration’s inability to respond effectively to rising nationalist

sentiments became evident.

The situation further deteriorated when the General Syrian Congress
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appointed Faisal, a key Arab leader, as head of the region. Despite Bell's

warning about the potential for chaos without concessions from Britain,

Wilson’s confidence led him to underestimate the increasing dissatisfaction

among different Iraqi factions, both Sunni and Shia.

By mid-1920, a series of events led to an Arab revolt. Although initially,

London hesitated to make significant changes, the escalating situation forced

Wilson to announce concessions in response to mounting nationalist

pressure. However, his efforts were perceived as signs of weakness,

prompting widespread uprisings during Ramadan.

On June 1, a devastating attack on a British outpost in Tall Afar marked a

turning point, revealing British military vulnerabilities. Subsequent punitive

expeditions failed to quell the rebellion and exacerbated hostilities.

Realizing the potential for a full-scale revolt, Wilson concluded that the

British would need to consider either establishing a legitimate government

with local support or abandoning their control altogether.

By the end of June, the British government acknowledged the severity of the

situation, leading to Wilson’s replacement by Sir Percy Cox. In a bid to

restore order, Cox was tasked with creating a constitution supported by the

local population. However, news of the uprising and the methods used to

quell resistance, including potential use of mustard gas, further fueled public

outcry in Britain. Critics, including T.E. Lawrence, condemned Wilson's
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administration while advocating for a genuine Arab leadership to foster

stability in Mesopotamia.

As the revolt spread, British forces faced numerous defeats, culminating in a

disastrous rescue attempt in Kufah, which resulted in significant casualties

and illustrated the British military's weakness. The growing nationalist

sentiments compelled Wilson to propose Faisal as a possible ruler of

Mesopotamia to restore legitimacy.

Both British and French politicians were aware of the challenges posed by

supporting Faisal’s leadership in a volatile region. Ultimately, the British

government agreed to explore this option while still grappling with the

realities of the rebellion, preparing to send reinforcements, and addressing

the escalating costs of maintaining control in Mesopotamia.

Throughout this period, Churchill's focus on financial implications of the

insurrection grew, reflecting his ambitions and the political climate in which

costs and governance were intertwined. This chapter underscores the

complexities of British imperial policy in the aftermath of World War I and

the burgeoning Arab nationalism that would shape the future of Iraq.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 9 The Best and Cheapest Solution

### Chapter 9: The Best and Cheapest Solution

On December 4, 1920, Winston Churchill's private secretary arranged a

meeting with T.E. Lawrence, a prominent figure in the British campaigns

during World War I and known for his advocacy for Arab independence.

Churchill had first encountered Lawrence shortly after the armistice and was

struck by Lawrence's rejection of a knighthood, which he believed displayed

a lack of respect for the monarchy. Lawrence explained that he turned it

down to make a statement about the treatment of Arabs, highlighting the

stakes involved for British honor. Churchill, unable to forget Lawrence's

spirited defense, recruited him into the government.

In early 1921, Churchill was appointed head of the Colonial Office,

inheriting pressing responsibilities for Palestine and Mesopotamia, where

Britain sought to establish governance that aligned with both Arab

aspirations and British strategic interests. Churchill felt ill-prepared for this

politically daunting role, likening the territories to 'twin babies' in his care.

Concerned about Lawrence’s influence and celebrity potentially

undermining his efforts, Churchill was relieved when Lawrence eventually

agreed to join the government after some persuasion. Lawrence viewed this
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as a significant opportunity to rectify the failures of the previous year

concerning the Arab situation, motivated partly by financial necessity.

At the same time, British policy was shifting toward appointing Feisal, an

Arab leader favored for a prominent role in Mesopotamia, after a pivotal

meeting in December 1920 revealed misunderstandings in prior

communications with Arab leaders. Churchill found that Feisal’s lineage and

potential appeal among Arabs made him the ideal candidate to stabilize the

region. Their initial meeting saw Feisal dressed in formal attire, which

disappointed Churchill, who expected a more traditional presentation

befitting a descendant of the Prophet Muhammad.

Churchill proposed a strategy involving financial subsidies to local leaders

to ensure their loyalty and cooperation in the new governance structure. By

January 12, he concluded that Feisal would be the optimal figure to lead

Iraq, paving the way for a plebiscite to seek local endorsement of his rule, a

political maneuver intended to placate French concerns about Britain’s

influence in the region.

Tensions with France escalated as British plans to back Feisal became more

apparent, prompting Churchill to engage in delicate negotiations with French

diplomats. The French expressed their distrust of Feisal and apprehensions

about British intentions in Syria, leading to a concerted effort to undermine

British confidence in Lawrence and Feisal’s leadership abilities.
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In March 1921, a notable conference in Cairo convened, humorously

referred to as the 'forty thieves' by Lawrence because of its eclectic but

politically savvy participants. Despite the theatricality, the core decisions

had already been made to place Feisal in Iraq's leadership role. On March

16, Churchill systematically laid out the potential cost-saving measures of

enforcing British power primarily through air force deterrents.

As discussions shifted to the organization of Palestine and the potential

incorporation of Transjordan, Churchill and Lawrence favored a cautious

approach that would avoid antagonizing Abdullah, Feisal’s brother. Their

strategy was to select a ruler who could control opposition to Zionism

without actively seeking power in his own right. Abdullah emerged as the

preferred candidate, securing promises from Churchill to restrain his

ambitions against the French in Damascus.

By March 20, arrangements were complete, and Churchill's promotion of

Feisal proceeded, despite doubts from French counterparts about the

feasibility of this leadership transition. A covert movement to generate local

support for Feisal was initiated, with British officials tasked to ensure his

rise to power was framed as a grassroots decision rather than a direct

imposition by Britain.

After setbacks, including political maneuvering by rivals in Iraq, Feisal
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finally landed in Basra in June 1921, greeted with mixed receptions across a

region rife with sectarian divisions. Churchill’s impatience from afar grew,

and he emphasized the urgency of solidifying Feisal’s rule as part of a

broader cost-cutting measure to reduce British military presence.

The plebiscite held in early August concluded with an overwhelming

percentage—96%—supporting Feisal’s election as king. Nevertheless, the

formal ceremony later that month illustrated Britain’s powerful role in

shaping Iraq’s governance. Feisal's monarchy was initially symbolic, but it

represented a significant shift in the political landscape, igniting hopes for

Arab autonomy throughout the region. This British action, however,

intensified tensions with France, which felt threatened by the elevation of a

leader they had recently ousted from Syria, culminating in a furor over the

legitimacy of British involvement in establishing Arab leadership in Iraq.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 10 The Druze Revolt

### Chapter 10: The Druze Revolt

On June 23, 1921, General Henri Gouraud found himself in a

life-threatening ambush on the road from Damascus to Qunaytirah, targeted

by attackers disguised as Syrian gendarmes. The incident resulted in the

death of his interpreter and wounded Hakki Bey al-Azm, the governor of

Damascus. This violent ambush, which had intended to send a message

about the French regime's control in the region, underscored Gouraud’s

apprehensions about British support for Prince Feisal, which he perceived as

a potential threat to French authority.

In the aftermath, Gouraud's representative, Georges Catroux, embarked on a

quest to identify the assailants, specifically focusing on Ahmed Merawed, a

suspect who had fled into British territory. When the French attempted to

apprehend Merawed, the British shadowed their efforts, wary of being

dragged into overt confrontations that would expose their own unpopular

governance.

Historically, French rule in Syria was marked by arbitrary governance,

exploitation, and corruption, in stark contrast to initial intentions to foster

self-governance among the Syrian people. Gouraud’s strategies, including
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partitioning Syria into multiple provinces to favor certain religious and

ethnic groups, were seen as manipulative. These divisions alienated many,

particularly as France failed to maintain a respectful relationship with the

Muslim majority, leading to widespread resentment.

As resistance against French control began to simmer, the focus shifted to

the Druze community, particularly on Sultan Atrash, a prominent leader who

emerged as a fierce opponent of French rule. The Druzes, an ethnoreligious

group originating from a historical context of isolation and conflict,

possessed a strong warrior culture and were adept at guerrilla tactics,

benefiting from the natural terrain of the Jabal Druze, a volcanic plateau that

served as a fortress against outside forces.

Tensions escalated when Sarrail, the French high commissioner, attempted

to exert more control over the Druze region following the death of the local

governor. He appointed Gabriel Carbillet, who sought development but

utilized oppressive tactics, leading to increased animosity. Sultan Atrash

capitalized on this dissatisfaction, leading the revolt against French authority

when provocation occurred at a Druze ceremony.

Sarrail's military responses to the mounting unrest, including the deployment

of poorly coordinated forces that suffered heavy losses, highlighted French

weaknesses in maintaining order. Meanwhile, the Druze rebellion inspired

other nationalists, such as Fawzi al-Qawukji and Abdul Rahman
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Shahbandar, to rise against French rule, creating a ripple effect of resistance

throughout the region.

In a series of misguided assertions of power, the French opted for violent

reprisals, culminating in bombings and civilian casualties that further

alienated the population and inflamed nationalist sentiments. The failures of

Sarrail’s strategies and his inability to gauge the gravity of the situation

eroded any remaining goodwill among the Syrians. The situation

deteriorated rapidly, leading to widespread upheaval and ultimately, Sarrail's

dismissal as he became a scapegoat for France's escalating crisis in Syria.

The Druze revolt was not simply an isolated uprising but rather a

culmination of systemic issues under French rule, marked by resistance

against foreign domination and a unifying call among various nationalist

factions seeking sovereignty. Ultimately, the French realization of their

vulnerabilities only deepened their predicament, foreshadowing a sustained

struggle for control and stability in the region.
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Chapter 12: 11 The Crushing of the Druzes

### Chapter 11: The Crushing of the Druzes

The uprising of the Druzes that began in July 1925 sent shockwaves through

Syria, with rampant speculation that Britain was secretly backing the rebels.

Reports suggested that the British were supplying the Druzes with arms and

provisions, reinforcing the belief that Britain’s agenda was to undermine

French authority in the region. French officials, increasingly paranoid,

particularly High Commissioner Maurice Sarrail, were quick to interpret

friendly interactions with British diplomats as signs of collusion against

them. Key figures like Colonel Andréa, Gamelin’s deputy in Damascus,

publicly stated that the insurrection was well-funded, likely by British hands

hoping to leverage the situation for their benefit.

In Damascus, British Consul Walter Smart, an unconventional diplomat with

a sharp perception of political currents, cultivated connections with various

nationalist leaders, increasingly relying on the Druzes for information. This

informal alliance with some rebels alarmed the French, who became

convinced of Smart’s involvement in a nationalist movement aimed at

undermining their control in Syria. As tensions escalated, Smart’s actions

were portrayed in the British press as evidence of a rift between Britain and

France, heightening French anxieties about their position in the region.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Responding to these threats, French High Commissioner de Jouvenel arrived

in Syria in December 1925, determined to stabilize the situation. Unlike his

predecessor Sarrail, who had resorted to aggressive military tactics, de

Jouvenel aimed to negotiate with both the Druzes and the press, presenting a

more diplomatic face of French governance. However, underlying his

reforms, military operations continued to secure Damascus, where Colonel

Andréa systematically fortified the city against rebel incursions. 

As spring approached in 1926, Andréa initiated a military campaign against

the Druze stronghold of Suwayda, successfully regaining control of the town

and garnering submission from surrounding villages. This military

resurgence came amid notable political maneuvering; de Jouvenel appointed

a new prime minister, Ahmed Nami Bey, promoting a facade of

self-governance while maintaining tight French control. However, Bey’s

administration quickly faced demands from nationalists that clashed with

French interests, exposing the limitations of de Jouvenel’s liberal approach.

The French military campaign gained significant momentum following

victories in Morocco in May 1926, allowing them to redeploy seasoned

troops to Syria. Gamelin led heavy bombardments and systematic military

operations that decimated rebel forces. Despite French claims of regained

control, the Druzes retained significant support from external sources,

particularly from Transjordan. Tensions escalated further when a captured
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rebel alleged direct British support for the insurgency, deepening French

suspicions and further complicating Anglo-French relations.

In early 1927, facing regional instability and renewed threats to their

influence in Syria, the British decided to take action against the Druze camp

in Azraq. Under the guise of a local policing measure, British forces cleared

the camp, significantly weakening the Druze resistance. By late July 1927,

in an effort to solidify French claims over the Jabal Druze, Georges Catroux

declared the revolt effectively over, despite lingering resentments and

criticisms within the French military about British interference.

Thus, the chapter captures the complexities of colonial rule, where military

power, diplomacy, and inter-imperial rivalry shaped the contours of both the

Druze revolt and French-British relations in the tumultuous landscape of

early 20th-century Syria.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 12 The Pipeline

Chapter 12: The Pipeline

On October 14, 1927, a significant oil discovery was made at Baba Gurgur

in Northern Iraq, signaling a pivotal moment in Middle Eastern geopolitics.

This site, known for its eternal flame of natural gas, erupted with 90,000

barrels of oil over 24 hours, killing two drillers in the process. The Turkish

Petroleum Company (TPC), with British and French interests, held exclusive

exploration rights. Sir John Cadman, a British mining engineer turned

businessman, was at the helm of the TPC and proved instrumental in

consolidating Britain’s oil interests following World War I.

Cadman's path to leadership began when he explored oil extraction methods

while at Birmingham University, ultimately contributing to Britain’s

decision to prioritize oil for its naval fleet during the war. By 1918, Cadman

was directing oil supplies for military efforts and later pushed for British

control over Iraq’s oil-rich regions in the post-war negotiations in Paris. The

TPC’s formation was a direct result of negotiations where British and French

interests intertwined, setting the stage for future disputes over control and

transportation of Iraqi oil.

The British envisioned a direct pipeline from the North Iraqi oilfields to the
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Mediterranean, igniting tensions with the French, who sought access to the

same resources. Initially, the British desire for monopolized oil extraction

was complicated by American interests, who feared losing their dominance

in the global oil market. A fragile alliance formed when the British

acquiesced to American demands to include them in the TPC. This alliance

ultimately resolved the Mosul dispute in 1926, resulting in equal shares

among Anglo-Persian, Royal Dutch Shell, Compagnie Française des

Pétroles, and American interests.

As oil production ramped up, internal tensions at TPC emerged, primarily

regarding the pace of drilling and the pressing need to construct a pipeline.

Cadman, despite being caught between the interests of multiple

shareholders, sought to delay construction plans that could threaten British

profits from existing oil reserves in Persia, while the French pushed

aggressively for immediate extraction and exportation of oil.

Decisions on the pipeline’s route became contentious, with the French

advocating for ports directly under their control, while the British insisted on

Haifa for security and economic reasons. The stakes were high; the pipeline

was not just about oil transport but about maintaining strategic power in the

region. The British feared that routing the pipeline through French territory

would leave them vulnerable to French maneuvers.

The tensions escalated as the 1929 British elections approached and
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economic pressures increased, complicating decisions on financing a vital

railway to Haifa. Ambitious French infrastructure projects to enhance

competing Syrian routes added to British anxieties. Amid public unrest in

Palestine and rising challenges to British authority, support from the Iraqi

government became a determining factor, as they preferred the Haifa route.

Negotiations reached a turning point when Cadman realized the necessity of

aligning the interests of both the Iraqi government and TPC shareholders.

His strategy led to a face-saving compromise: a bifurcated pipeline that

would serve both Haifa and Tripoli. Ultimately, despite fierce rivalry, a deal

was struck that met the interests of the major players, with construction

commencing and the pipeline finally operational by 1934.

The unresolved friction with the French showed the lasting complexities of

international oil politics. Britain solidified its control over Iraqi oil, crucial

for its military needs and economic stability, thereby reinforcing Palestine’s

strategic importance within the British Empire. By the late 1930s, the

pipeline was deemed critical to the empire’s operational viability,

symbolizing the geopolitical stakes embroiled in the oil-rich territories of the

Middle East amidst rising nationalist sentiments and regional opposition to

foreign presence.

Key Event Description
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Key Event Description

Oil Discovery On October 14, 1927, discovery at Baba Gurgur, Northern Iraq
produced 90,000 barrels of oil in 24 hours, fatal for two drillers.

Turkish
Petroleum
Company

Founded with British and French interests, led by Sir John Cadman
post WWI, solidifying UK’s oil investments.

Cadman's
Background

Cadman’s expertise from Birmingham University influenced British
naval oil policies during WWI and post-war Iraq negotiations.

Pipeline
Negotiations

British aimed for a pipeline to the Mediterranean, opposed by the
French due to their own interests in the region.

American
Involvement

American interests forced inclusion in TPC to avoid losing oil market
dominance, resolving conflicts in 1926 over Mosul.

Internal
Tensions

TPC faced challenges over drilling rates and pipeline construction, with
Cadman favoring delayed construction for British gain.

Pipeline
Route
Disputes

Contention over routing through Haifa vs. French-controlled ports,
impacting British security and oil transport interests.

Election
Pressures

1929 UK elections and economic stress heightened urgency for
pipeline financing amid public unrest in Palestine.

Negotiation
Resolution

Cadman achieved a compromise with a bifurcated pipeline to Haifa and
Tripoli, addressing all major stakeholders' interests.

Aftermath Pipeline completed by 1934, solidifying British control over Iraqi oil,
highlighting regional geopolitical tensions and nationalist movements.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 13 Revenge! Revenge!

### Chapter 13: Revenge! Revenge!

On August 3, 1936, British newspapers reported a weekend of violence in

Palestine, highlighting escalating tensions between Arabs and Jews amidst

ongoing unrest. Attacks by Arab gangs resulted in injuries to British

soldiers, the murder of Jewish watchmen, and a deadly incident involving

police officers in Haifa. A significant act of sabotage, which involved the

destruction of a newly constructed oil pipeline from northern Iraq to Haifa,

further contributed to the rising conflict. The chaos indicated a resurgence

reminiscent of earlier Arab uprisings, with increasing coordination among

Arab groups through the formation of the Arab Higher Committee aimed at

resisting British rule and Jewish immigration to Palestine.

Previously, Jewish immigration had been a non-issue due to the unattractive

labor conditions in Palestine. However, changing political climates and

stricter immigration policies in the West led to increased Jewish migration,

particularly following the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe. Tensions peaked,

exemplified by violent clashes at the Wailing Wall in 1929, resulting in

significant casualties on both sides. The British, initially optimistic about

their ability to manage the situation, found themselves increasingly defeated,

grappling with a profound cynicism regarding possible resolutions.
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Sir John Chancellor, the British high commissioner in 1930, voiced concerns

that British endorsement of Zionist ambitions was a critical error. He warned

that escalating violence against Jewish settlers and disputes over land

acquisition from impoverished Arab farmers were likely to fuel future

unrest, particularly if Jewish immigration continued unabated. By a little

over a decade later, following the rise of Hitler, Jewish immigration swelled

dramatically, leading to even greater land demand and economic pressure on

the Arab population.

The socio-political landscape of Palestine was complicated by traditional

power dynamics, notably the rivalry between the prominent Husayni and

Nashashibi families. Hajj Mohammed Amin al-Husayni, the Grand Mufti of

Jerusalem and a key figure in the Arab nationalist movement, became

increasingly influential during this turbulent period. His earlier political

maneuvers demonstrated a dual allegiance to both the British and Arab

nationalists, and following a pivotal event involving the assassination of a

popular preacher, Shaykh Izzadin al-Qassam, the Mufti aligned more closely

with intensified Arab nationalism.

Al-Qassam’s death ignited violent protests and calls for revenge, galvanizing

Arab support and prompting the Mufti to lead the newly established Arab

Higher Committee, which orchestrated a general strike and authorized

violent actions against both British and Jewish targets. Organized retaliation
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escalated, bolstered by external support and the emergence of local leaders

who exploited the chaos for personal gain.

The British response to these developments was largely characterized by

underestimation of the Arab militants and a misguided sense of

invulnerability. As British forces struggled to adapt to guerrilla tactics, such

as laying mines and employing ambush strategies at night, they gradually

lost control over security in the region. Internal divisions within British

leadership further complicated their efforts to combat the rebellion

effectively.

While some Arab leaders displayed allegiance to the British due to fears of

repercussions, the overall atmosphere of insecurity allowed gangs to operate

with increasing autonomy, defying British authority. By the end of 1936,

British control weakened considerably, leading to suggestions of imposing

martial law as leaders became embroiled in debates regarding effective

strategies to quell unrest.

A temporary truce was negotiated, leading to a Royal Commission tasked

with addressing grievances, which ultimately recommended partitioning

Palestine into Jewish and Arab territories. While the Peel Commission's

findings aimed to provide a peaceful solution, the proposed distribution of

land deepened resentment and hostility from both sides, complicating British

relations and leading to renewed violence. The British decision to outlaw the
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Arab Higher Committee marked a significant turning point, reflecting

heightened tensions and diminishing hope for reconciliation amid ongoing

insurrection in Palestine fueled by rising Arab nationalism and discontent

with British colonial policies.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 14 Fighting Terror with Terror

In Chapter 14, titled "Fighting Terror with Terror," we are introduced to

 Gilbert MacKereth, Britain's consul in Damascus, who, despite being

described as "short, bald, and very unimpressive in looks," proves to be a

courageous and resourceful figure. His military background, including his

rise from subaltern to lieutenant-colonel during the Great War, reveals a man

of significant bravery and tactical acumen who navigates the challenging

landscape of Middle Eastern politics in the late 1930s.

Arriving in Damascus in 1933, MacKereth becomes disillusioned with the

French colonial administration, expressing his frustrations through sharp,

humorous reports that criticize their incompetence. Before the controversial

Peel Commission recommended partitioning Palestinian territories,

MacKereth sought assistance from the Syrian prime minister, Jamil Mardam,

to suppress armed Arab groups threatening British interests. Mardam, who

had previously negotiated with the French and had a reputation as a cunning

politician, preferred to frame the rebels' actions as "Arab patriotism" instead

of genuine criminality.

When French authorities declined to support efforts against the rebels,

MacKereth decided to take matters into his own hands. He utilized

intelligence from spies, revealing a swelling network of Arab nationalists

planning violent attacks against British officials. A noteworthy report
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detailed a meeting in Bludan, where discontented delegates discussed

stockpiling weapons and targeting Arabs cooperating with the British.

Tragically, shortly after MacKereth shared this intelligence, British District

Commissioner Andrews was assassinated, underscoring the urgent threat

posed by these factions.

Determined to disrupt these rebel activities, MacKereth employed various

tactics, including hiring an Arab hitman to intercept arms smuggling

operations, which led to successful raids on rebel ringleaders' homes. His

attempts to hold Mardam accountable revealed the complexity of the Syrian

government's involvement, with deeper support for rebels originating from

high officials. Continual threats against MacKereth's life signaled the

precariousness of his position, prompting him to request protective gear

from London.

Meanwhile, tensions escalated in the British Foreign Office, where

MacKereth's direct and aggressive approach clashed with officials like

George Rendel, who believed the violence stemmed from a more profound

nationalistic movement against British policy in Palestine. Rendel viewed

the unrest as a symptom of dissatisfaction with British governance, not

simply the result of isolated terrorists.

In response to worsening conditions, rather sizable shifts in British

counterinsurgency strategy were initiated. Senior officer Sir Charles Tegart

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


proposed more forceful measures, such as constructing a fortified border

fence, known as Tegart's Wall, and recruiting a tougher, less conventional

police force capable of engaging with armed insurgents effectively. These

changes bordered on severe retaliative measures that brought moral and

ethical dilemmas to the fore. As British forces grappled with insurgency

tactics, they began to adopt increasingly brutal methods, including collective

punishment of Arab villages.

Orde Wingate, a peculiar but driven officer, emerged with a radical proposal

to form Special Night Squads composed of British soldiers and Jewish

recruits familiar with the local terrain. His aggressive tactics aimed at

defeating the insurgents through surprise and direct confrontation. While he

experienced some early victories, his operations became controversial within

British military circles, and the squads eventually disbanded amid concerns

about their detrimental impact on British reputation and policy.

Despite MacKereth's, Tegart's, and Wingate's differing strategies, the

ineffectiveness of heavy-handed military responses became evident by late

1938. The British leadership realized that enduring political solutions were

necessary for maintaining stability in Palestine, especially as tensions in

Europe escalated towards another potential conflict. As the chapter unfolds,

the narrative illustrates the complexities of colonial administration and the

interplay of local, national, and international dynamics amidst growing

chaos and violence in the region.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Courage in Leadership

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the precipice of

uncertainty, where courage is your only companion. In Chapter 15,

you witness Gilbert MacKereth's unwavering bravery as he navigates

the treacherous waters of Middle Eastern politics. His example

challenges you to embrace your own fears and insecurities, igniting a

spark within you to confront challenges head-on. Whether in your

personal life or career, let MacKereth's resourcefulness inspire you to

take bold actions, trust your instincts, and advocate for justice—even

in the face of overwhelming odds. This chapter serves as a reminder

that true leadership often requires stepping into the unknown armed

with courage and a vision for a better future.
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Chapter 16: 15 Placating the Arabs

### Chapter 15: Placating the Arabs

During the late 1930s, British counter-insurgency efforts in Palestine

struggled to manage escalating violence between Jews and Arabs. This

period marked the collapse of a Jewish self-restraint policy known as havlag

ah, which aimed to avoid provoking Arab hostility. However, as the

 British failed to protect the Jewish population, many began to question this

approach. Notably, future Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir criticized

 this policy as naïve; he believed that restraint would not lead to the

fulfillment of British promises regarding Jewish aspirations in Palestine.

The breakdown of havlagah became evident after tragic events in April

1938, when British constables attempted to deal with a bomb at a train

station, resulting in their deaths. By June, tensions escalated dramatically

after the British execution of a Jewish man, Schlomo Yousef, convicted for

 an attack that resulted in no fatalities. His death incited a wave of revenge

violence from the Irgun Zvai Leumi, a militant offshoot of the Haganah de

fense organization. This triggered a brutal cycle of bombings and retaliatory

attacks, leading to significant casualties on both sides.

As the violence intensified, Britain found itself in a precarious position,
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struggling to maintain order amidst a landscape increasingly dominated by

fear and retaliation. Reports indicated that the British police had become

targets, unable to protect both Jewish civilians and moderate Arabs from acts

of violence, and by September 1938, the local rebel leaders seemed to wield

more power and respect than British authorities.

In London, colonial secretary Malcolm MacDonald faced daunting

 challenges, such as the growing European crisis looming over the

Sudetenland and the inability to allocate troops to Palestine. He recognized

that military presence alone would not solve the underlying political issues

that stemmed from the long-standing Balfour Declaration and the failed Pe

el Commission proposal for partitioning Palestine.

The situation further deteriorated during MacDonald’s secret visit to the

region, where he found that no Arab leaders were willing to meet due to

fears of violent reprisals. In an effort to manage the escalating unrest, the

British established a second inquiry led by Sir John Woodhead, who

 ultimately rejected the partition idea but failed to provide a cohesive

alternative, prompting Britain to cautiously back away from the Peel

proposals.

As the conflict in Europe provided some breathing space, British authorities

opted to reinforce their military presence in Palestine, under the command of
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General Bernard Montgomery. Montgomery believed the solution lay in

 targeting the small groups responsible for the violence with aggressive

force. By early 1939, through brutal tactics, the British had largely quelled

the uprising, but with grave consequences: thousands of Arabs were killed or

exiled.

Amid the geopolitical shifts leading up to World War II, Britain recalibrated

its policy towards Palestine, fearing that antagonizing the Arab population

could jeopardize vital strategic interests in the Middle East, especially

regarding the Suez Canal and oil supplies. On April 20, 1939, a new White

Paper outlined restrictive measures on Jewish immigration and land

purchases to placate Arab grievances. Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 

and MacDonald emphasized the necessity of maintaining favorable relations

with the Arab world as tensions rose globally.

Despite a failed attempt to reconcile Jewish and Arab interests at a London

conference, the British government officially implemented their new policy

on May 17, just months before the outbreak of World War II. This decision,

though deemed unlawful by the League of Nations, underscored that

Britain's commitment to appeasing Arab interests had overshadowed

commitments to Jewish aspirations.

As the war began in September 1939, the Jewish community faced an

uncertain future; they understood that their past efforts for a homeland
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would need to lie dormant until a more favorable situation arose. In

reflecting on the preceding years, they learned a troubling lesson: effectively

engaging with British authorities required a willingness to adopt more

militant approaches.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 16 A King in Exile

### Chapter 16: A King in Exile

On June 18, 1940, as France sought an armistice with German invaders,

Charles de Gaulle, a brigadier-general who had escaped to London,

delivered a resolute message over the BBC, insisting that France was not

done fighting. With two-thirds of the country occupied and the collaborating

Vichy government in power, De Gaulle emphasized the importance of the

French Empire and its colonies, particularly in the Levant, in the struggle

against Nazi Germany. 

Born into a proud but modest aristocratic family, Charles de Gaulle was

shaped by the strict Catholic and monarchist values of his upbringing. His

father, Henri, a former officer in the Franco-Prussian war, fostered a

deep-seated mistrust of Britain and a disdain for the modern French state.

This animosity influenced de Gaulle's perspective as he embarked on a

military career, where he quickly distinguished himself, despite his lingering

escapism as a "king in exile."

De Gaulle's military career was marked by a mix of predilection for

innovation and an arrogance that alienated many. His vision of a mechanized

army went largely unheeded, leading to France's devastating defeat in 1940.
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After being drawn into political appointments, he sought aid from Winston

Churchill for France's last stand. His meeting with Churchill, who was under

immense pressure following the Dunkirk evacuation, showcased de Gaulle’s

resilience and understanding of Britain’s dire situation, solidifying a bond

that would grow throughout the war. Following Reynaud's resignation and

with Pétain’s surrender imminent, de Gaulle was whisked away from France

with Churchill's assistance.

In London, as de Gaulle established himself as a symbol of resistance, he

attempted to rally support from the French colonies. However, his calls

largely went unanswered due to the fear and loyalty felt by French officials

towards the Vichy government. They were reluctant to risk their positions or

lives for a seemingly lost cause, even as de Gaulle insisted that it was their

duty to uphold French honor. A subsequent act by Churchill—sinking the

French fleet in Mers el Kébir to prevent it from falling into German

hands—further complicated de Gaulle's quest, accentuating mistrust among

French colonial leaders.

Despite the setbacks, de Gaulle clung to his ambition of uniting French

forces across the colonies, particularly in the Levant, viewing this as

essential for re-establishing France’s greatness. However, his

communications to the high commissioner and military generals in the

Levant were met with cold responses, reflecting their loyalty to Vichy and

skepticism towards de Gaulle’s authority. 
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The rapid collapse of France left de Gaulle navigating a delicate relationship

with the British, who needed a French leader to bolster their own standing

but were cautious of his defiance. De Gaulle declared himself the

representative of a France that was still grand in its potential, resolutely

rejecting any notion of diminished status. Ironically, his refusal to

compromise would soon create friction, as he often imposed his vision of

France without recognizing the limitations set by his British allies.

As the situation in the Middle East unfolded, the British recognized the

strategic imperative of the Levant. With Axis powers looming, there was

urgency to bring Syria and Lebanon under either Free French control or

direct British oversight, leading to plans for a coup against the Vichy

government. Georges Catroux, a supporter of de Gaulle, was chosen to lead

this initiative, believing that the Free French had enough support to succeed

without direct British military involvement. Unfortunately, Catroux's

optimism would soon crash into the reality of Vichy repression and

disillusionment among potential supporters.

With rising tensions, de Gaulle made his way to Cairo in early April 1941 to

affirm his leadership. Alongside him was Spears, who criticized British

commanders for underestimating the Vichy regime's potential collaboration

with the Nazis. As the geopolitical landscape shifted dramatically—with

German advances in Libya and Iraq—the pressure mounted for a decisive
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move to preemptively engage the Vichy forces in Syria. De Gaulle's tensions

with the British military command escalated, particularly as they failed to

prioritize action in the Levant.

As moments of urgency unfolded, including the threat posed by Rashid Ali's

coup in Iraq and the German bombing runs in the region, Churchill and his

staff emphasized the need for action. The discussions veered into planning

for a political coup rather than a conventional military operation, positioning

the Free French as pivotal players in reestablishing control in Syria but

overshadowed by concerns about manpower.

In sum, Chapter 16 outlines de Gaulle’s early struggles as a leader for Free

France amid the tumultuous backdrop of World War II, delving into his

complex relationships with both British allies and French colonial leaders.

The narrative reveals how de Gaulle’s tenacity became both a source of

strength and a point of contention as he strove to reclaim France’s honor and

unity when so much seemed lost.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 17 A Squalid Episode

### Chapter 17: A Squalid Episode

In the politically charged climate of World War II, Georges Catroux

proposed that the Free French offer independence to Syria and Lebanon,

hoping to incite Arab opposition against Vichy France, similar to Britain's

earlier manipulations during World War I. Despite recognizing the risks of

provoking instability in the Levant, Catroux communicated his plan to

General Charles de Gaulle, advocating for a public declaration of

independence upon entering Syria. However, the draft declaration included

terms that implied a continuing alliance with France, which sparked concern

among allies like de Gaulle’s liaison officer, Spears.

As the situation escalated, reports indicated that the Vichy French military

would not surrender easily, necessitating British support for the Free French

forces. Catroux’s disillusionment grew when faced with evidence of disfavor

towards the Free French among Syrian citizens, prompting a reassessment of

their strategy. Recognizing the deteriorating position, British Foreign

Secretary Anthony Eden highlighted that Arab dissatisfaction largely

stemmed from the Palestine issue, suggesting that a British commitment to

Syrian independence could mitigate this unrest.
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As the British and Free French forces prepared for the invasion on June 8,

they were aware that their success hinged on the collaboration and

perception of the local populations. Initial encounters revealed the Vichy

French forces were far more resilient than anticipated, fueled by French

nationalism and propaganda urging resistance against the British as a

historical enemy.

Operation Exporter began with British commandos landing in Lebanon, only

to face unexpected opposition. Despite this fierce resistance, they reported

instances of initial defection among Vichy French forces. However, the

fighting quickly turned brutal, with Free French soldiers clashing violently

with their Vichy counterparts, turning an already complex military operation

into one marked by internecine conflict.

As the British accumulated forces and reevaluated strategies, the campaign’s

progress became increasingly arduous. The Free French’s involvement

created a dilemma: while they needed to claim the mantle of liberators, their

presence alienated local support and complicated the dynamics of warfare.

By mid-June, the British were forced to commit additional resources,

including reinforcements from other territories, to keep up with strong Vichy

resistance.

Despite the prolonged nature of the conflict and significant casualties on

both sides, including Vichy’s losses being higher than the Allies', the British

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and Free French forces ultimately captured Damascus on June 23. However,

internal strife and mismanagement within the Free French leadership

overshadowed any victory celebrations. As negotiations for an armistice

unfolded, issues of national pride and political positioning emerged, leading

British Commander General Jumbo Wilson to exclude Free French

representatives due to their contentious relationship with the Vichy

leadership.

On July 14, a formal armistice was signed, sealing the fate of the Vichy

forces in Syria and marking a significant, albeit morally complex, episode in

the war. The aftermath would bring about continued tension and

dissatisfaction as both sides reflected on a campaign fraught with challenges,

suffering, and the stark realities of wartime alliances.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 18 Completely Intransigent,
Extremely Rude

### Chapter 18 Summary: COMPLETELY INTRANSIGENT,

 EXTREMELY RUDE

The chapter begins with Charles de Gaulle's outrage upon discovering a

clandestine addendum to the July 1941 armistice between the British and

Vichy French, critical to France's military strategy in the Levant. Upon

arriving in Cairo on July 21, de Gaulle’s frustration led him to threaten to

divulge the terms of the agreement negotiated by Sir Henry Wilson and

General Dentz. He then dramatically declared that the Free French would

cease to follow British command from July 24, setting the stage for a tense

confrontation.

In stark contrast to de Gaulle’s fiery demeanor was Oliver Lyttelton, a

sensible businessman tasked with managing relations with the Free French.

Lyttelton met with de Gaulle and skillfully tore up his ultimatum, which

initially provoked further tensions. However, after cooler heads prevailed,

they crafted a tenuous agreement known as the Lyttelton-de Gaulle

agreement. This arrangement reluctantly granted the Free French control

over internal security in Syria and Lebanon while allowing British forces to

safeguard the region against external threats. De Gaulle relished the

concessions he had extracted through his combative tactics.
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As British officials began to navigate the uneasy reality of working with

reinstated Vichy officials, they grew increasingly concerned over how these

individuals would manage their relationships with local Arabs who had

recently supported British efforts against Vichy forces. The reinstated Vichy

officials quickly resumed their anti-British sentiments, igniting tribal

discontent in Syria, particularly among those who had seen their loyalties

rewarded with retribution.

Tribal leaders expressed their dissatisfaction to British officials, demanding

genuine independence rather than continued French control, which they

perceived as a betrayal. Meanwhile, the British recognized the strategic

significance of maintaining good relations with local tribes, especially in

anticipation of potential German invasions via the desert. Prominent figures

like Major John Glubb worked to mend ties with the tribes and reassured

them of British intentions to secure their interests in the region.

As rising tensions led to burgeoning resentment against the French, the

relationship between British and Free French forces grew strained, with

accusations of British undermining of French authority. De Gaulle

demanded the removal of British officers who he believed were fomenting

tribal dissent, leading to a fragile status quo further undermined by the

incoherence of strategic and political objectives between the British and the

French.
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The British government's dilemma intensified, straddling conflicting

commitments between honoring the Atlantic Charter’s principles of

self-determination and maintaining French influence in Syria and Lebanon

for strategic advantage. Churchill's contradictory statements in the House of

Commons underscored this tension, as he sought to appease both aspirations

for Syrian independence and France's preeminence in the region post-war.

As the political landscape fluctuated, de Gaulle sought to buy time,

leveraging the nationalists’ reluctance to negotiate with him due to lack of

legitimacy. Although Catroux, the French High Commissioner, attempted to

assert autonomy, incidents like a deadly tax-collection confrontation further

destabilized his authority.

The eventual deterioration of civil order in eastern Syria highlighted the

precarious position of both the Free French and their British allies. As

situations escalated, British strategists grew disillusioned with Catroux and

the Free French, recognizing that the policies in the Levant were often

counterproductive and relied on poor quality personnel.

The chapter concludes with plans to send Lord Spears back to Beirut to

oversee the increasingly tenuous relationships amid departing hopes for

collaboration, encapsulating the complexities of colonial powers exerting

influence while grappling with rising nationalist sentiments in the context of
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World War II. The narrative reveals that a misunderstanding of local

dynamics and conflicting imperial ambitions set the stage for future conflicts

in the region.
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Chapter 20: 19 Envoy Extraordinary

Chapter 19: Envoy Extraordinary

On March 21, 1942, Sir Edward Louis Spears disembarked in Beirut,

proudly attired in a white diplomatic uniform bestowed upon him as

Britain’s new ‘Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.’ Despite

the grandeur of his title, Spears felt the weight of responsibility pressing on

him. Tasked with liaising between the Free French and the British

government, he aimed to steer Lebanon and Syria towards a more

independent path from French influence. His extensive authority allowed

him to delineate British-French responsibilities and report military matters to

Cairo as he deemed necessary. However, on that fateful morning in the

Levant, Spears's fervent intentions had yet to materialize, and he appeared

deceptively comical in his elaborate dress.

Known informally as ‘Louis’ to friends and ‘Edward’ to foes, Spears, a

robust man of fifty-five with a military background, had built a career on

diplomatic maneuvering. His notable rise began as a liaison officer in World

War I, saving British forces through keen insight. Post-war, Spears entered

politics, briefly representing various constituencies, though his vocal

pro-French views often marginalized him within Parliament. His alignment

with Winston Churchill, who appreciated Spears's loyalty and acumen,
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secured his role in the wartime government.

In 1940, Churchill appointed Spears as his personal liaison to the French

government, which was floundering in the face of advancing German forces.

During these tumultuous times, Spears cemented a close friendship with

Charles de Gaulle, the Free French leader, whose refusal to surrender

captured Spears's allegiance. However, their relationship soon soured,

culminating in a fierce argument in Damascus regarding the administration

of the Levant. Spears realized that de Gaulle placed greater emphasis on

French sovereignty than on collaborative war efforts, predicting that it would

hinder their mutual objectives.

Upon returning to Beirut, Spears set out to assert his influence, confident

and combative, but aware of de Gaulle’s ambition. His tension with de

Gaulle intensified after discussions regarding the future administration of

Lebanon and Syria, and he decisively informed French officials about

Britain's intention to support full Lebanese independence. Although this

infuriated de Gaulle and his representative, General Catroux, Spears

maneuvered strategically to undermine the French position.

Lebanon faced an escalating crisis, mainly due to rising bread prices

exacerbated by hoarding by landlords, which threatened civil unrest. Spears,

seeking to alleviate the crisis, pressured local leaders into supporting more

direct British involvement to ensure stability. British Minister Richard Casey
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soon aligned with Spears's plans, successfully persuading Catroux to

consider the necessity of elections in both Lebanon and Syria. De Gaulle's

discontent grew as he strove to maintain French authority amid the shifting

political climate.

As military tensions escalated with German advances in North Africa, de

Gaulle strategically postponed elections, asserting that civil governance

couldn't proceed under threat. Concurrently, Spears expanded his diplomatic

mission into a multifaceted endeavor spanning political, military, and

intelligence functions across the Levant, raising concerns within French

circles that these operations obscured ulterior motives.

However, de Gaulle was not without recourse. He attempted to wrest control

over military matters in the Levant from the British and further antagonized

them by downplaying the importance of upcoming elections. This drew ire

from Churchill, who, facing his own military difficulties, was resolute in

supporting Spears. The relationship between the assertive Spears and the

increasingly frustrated de Gaulle teetered on the brink of discord.

In late September 1942, Churchill's tensions with de Gaulle culminated in a

fierce confrontation over French representation and political authority,

highlighting diverging national interests. Churchill's insistence on Spears's

strategic importance led to political maneuverings back in London that

undermined de Gaulle's position.
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Despite de Gaulle's complaints and attempts to outmaneuver Spears

politically, Churchill's unwavering support for Spears secured the latter's

role amidst a volatile diplomatic landscape. As de Gaulle's influence waned,

Spears prepared for the upcoming elections, ready to solidify his and

Britain’s foothold in the Levant while navigating the complex web of

loyalties and political ambitions at play.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 20 Dirty Work

Chapter 20: Dirty Work

In the spring of 1943, British political officer Sir Edward Spears faced

looming concerns about the upcoming elections in Lebanon and Syria. His

primary aim was to prevent French interference, particularly in light of

alarming rumors shared by George Wadsworth, the newly appointed

American consul in Beirut. Wadsworth expressed fears that the French

intended to manipulate the elections to secure a new treaty that would

maintain their influence in the region. These worries echoed broader British

apprehensions regarding a French unwillingness to relinquish control over

their mandates, especially amidst growing unrest in Palestine, where

tensions were rising following a brief lull due to the perceived threat of Nazi

invasion.

The urgency of Spears's mission was compounded by Richard Casey, the

British Minister of State, who believed that the establishment of nationalist

governments in Lebanon and Syria was essential to mitigate Arab discontent

not just in those territories, but also in Palestine. With the deteriorating

situation in Palestine, where Jewish communities were increasingly

frustrated by British-imposed immigration restrictions, Casey warned that an

explosion of violence could erupt at any moment, particularly post-WWII.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


As early as 1942, reports of the Holocaust had driven Jewish militant

groups, such as the Haganah, to prepare for armed resistance against British

policies. The Jewish Agency, which represented Jewish interests in

Palestine, sought increased control over immigration and proposed the

establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth. Meanwhile, British officials were

attempting to appease Arab populations by proposing an Arab federation—a

plan muddied by the reality of European colonial politics and French

ambitions.

In Lebanon, French authorities sought ways to influence the election results.

Led by General Catroux, the French initially opposed the urgency of

elections, fearing they would foster anti-French sentiment. However, they

eventually acquiesced, betting that they could still manipulate outcomes by

backing compliant candidates. Conversely, Spears hoped for nationalist

victories that would expel French influence from the region.

The political landscape was complex, with key figures like Hashim Bey

al-Atassi in Syria and Emile Eddé in Lebanon representing differing visions

for their countries' futures. Al-Atassi, though historically anti-French,

acknowledged the necessity of working with France for Syria’s prosperity.

Eddé, the preferred candidate of the French, had longstanding ties to colonial

powers.
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As election day approached, British intelligence uncovered a drug

smuggling ring involving Mukkadam, a candidate favored by the French in

Tripoli. Despite overwhelming evidence, Mukkadam continued to campaign,

exemplifying the French manipulation of the election process. While Spears

attempted to navigate these treacherous political waters, the newly appointed

French delegate-general, Jean Helleu, proved to be an unreliable partner,

distracted by personal vices and under the influence of more ambitious

anti-British advisors.

Efforts by British officials to sideline problematic French politicians were

met with resistance. As the elections occurred, claims of electoral fraud and

manipulation emerged, with allegations of violence and intimidation aimed

at thwarting independent voters. Despite accusations against the French, the

outcome initially appeared unfavorable for the British as the National Bloc

emerged in Syria, but with internal divisions that could be exploited.

In Lebanon, the political contest intensified between Eddé and his rival

Beshara al-Khoury, with Spears subtly maneuvering to support al-Khoury,

who represented a more conducive path for British policy and the broader

Arab unity. Despite French attempts to ensure a compliant parliament, racial

and political alliances transformed the election's dynamics.

As the Lebanese elections concluded, al-Khoury ascended to the presidency

amid significant unrest and allegations of British interference in the electoral
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process. Subsequently, Spears secured the appointment of Riad as-Sulh as

Prime Minister, a known advocate for independence from France. Together,

they aspired to establish a governance framework that would reflect Arab

sovereignty and dismantle colonial ties.

However, Helleu’s administration grew increasingly frustrated as as-Sulh

articulated policies that threatened French authority, including the removal

of French as an official language. Tension mounted when as-Sulh declared

the Lebanese government would assume responsibilities formerly held by

the French. Consequently, Helleu attempted to reinstate France's control but

encountered staunch resistance from the Lebanese government, signaling a

pivotal shift towards independence.

In summary, the chapter highlights the intricate geopolitical struggle in the

Levant during World War II, where forces of colonialism, nationalism, and

burgeoning Jewish aspirations collided amid the backdrop of a war-torn

world, ultimately reshaping the political landscape of the region. The events

detailed in this chapter laid the groundwork for significant transformations

in Lebanese and Syrian governance, amid continued tensions with their

colonial overseers.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 21 Another Fashoda

### Chapter 21 Summary: Another Fashoda

On the dawn of November 11, 1943, Louis Spears, the British envoy to the

Levant, was abruptly awakened by Kalil al-Khoury, the bloodied son of the

Lebanese President, Riad al-Khoury. Kalil informed Spears that French

Sûreté agents had violently raided his home, taking his father and several

members of the Lebanese government hostage. In a shocking turn, General

Henri Helleu announced over the radio that he had suspended the Lebanese

constitution and installed Emile Eddé as the new president, escalating

tensions and setting off an eleven-day crisis between France and Lebanon.

The roots of this conflict can be traced back to French attempts to maintain

control over Lebanon despite its claims to independence. General Charles de

Gaulle was preoccupied with asserting his influence within the French

Committee for National Liberation in Algiers and was unwilling to accept

any unilateral changes by the Lebanese government. The situation

deteriorated when the French issued a communiqué insisting on the

continuation of the mandate that allowed them to govern Lebanon, leading

to a bitter confrontation after the Lebanese parliament sought to amend the

constitution.
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Spears learned that the French had tried to undermine the Lebanese

government by organizing a boycott of parliament, but despite these efforts,

the Lebanese passed a constitution amendment. When Helleu returned to

Beirut under pressure from de Gaulle, he imposed censorship on the press

and sabotaged the Lebanese officials' participation in the Armistice Day

parade. The escalating unrest in Beirut prompted Spears to leverage media

exposure to highlight French misdeeds, framing the situation as a significant

threat to British prestige in the region.

As France deployed troops to quash protests, including deadly

confrontations in Tripoli and Saida, Spears became increasingly

emboldened, rallying public support and actively challenging French

authority. He sought to publicly expose the crisis, believing that confronting

the French aggressively was essential in preventing further bloodshed and

chaos in Lebanon.

British officials in London were more concerned about maintaining good

relations with France than in supporting Lebanese sovereignty, and Spears

faced skepticism regarding the seriousness of the situation from his

superiors. However, as the violence escalated and the British government

recognized the potential for a larger conflict, Prime Minister Winston

Churchill ultimately sided with Spears. The British war cabinet issued an

ultimatum to the French, demanding the release of the abducted Lebanese

officials, which marked a crucial turning point.
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When French General Georges Catroux met with Casey to discuss the

ultimatum, he compared the standoff to the historic confrontation at

Fashoda, where Britain and France nearly went to war over imperial

interests. Ultimately, the French had no choice but to concede under the

threat of British military action. By November 22, the French government

agreed to release the kidnapped ministers and recall Helleu.

Despite the victory for Spears and the reinstatement of Lebanon’s

government, relations between the British and French remained fraught.

While Spears celebrated the success and significant boost to British standing

in the Middle East, his methods drew criticism from other British officials

who feared he had overstepped his authority. Their concerns regarding the

intensity of his actions hinted at a troubling reality: while he gained local

popularity, he had simultaneously alienated French officials, which could

sow further discord in future diplomatic relations.

Within the broader context, the events illustrated the ongoing struggle for

power and influence in post-war geopolitics, symbolizing the fragile nature

of Lebanon’s quest for autonomy against colonial ambitions. As the civil

administration in Lebanon transitioned from French to local control, Spears's

role became pivotal in shaping perceptions of both British and French

interests in the region, both of which had implications for future interactions

amid a changing world order.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 22 Friends in Need

Chapter 22: Friends in Need

On February 29, 1944, French Consul in Jerusalem Guy du Chaylard

reported to his superior, René Massigli, about contacts from two Jewish

militant groups, the Irgun Zvai Leumi and the Stern Gang. The Irgun,

founded in the 1930s to combat Arab forces, had recently escalated its

violent campaign against British rule in Palestine, while the Stern

Gang—formed from a split within the Irgun—had taken similar actions,

including murders and bombings in Haifa and Jerusalem. Du Chaylard,

noting the growing threat, shared this information with Free French

headquarters in Algiers.

Amid these developments, the Stern Gang expressed admiration for France

in an article published in their newsletter following the Lebanese crisis of

1943. They blamed the British for the suffering in the region and called for a

strategic alliance with the French, hinting at a newfound commonality in

their fight against British colonial rule. This sentiment aligned with a

clandestine history of cooperation that dated back to 1940 when Jewish and

Free French activists first joined forces against their mutual enemy.

During this time, David Hacohen, a Haganah member, facilitated a crucial
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alliance by allowing Free French agents to set up a secret radio transmitter in

his Haifa home, providing vital intelligence as tensions escalated. The

collaboration intensified after the tragic sinking of the *Patria*, a ship

carrying Jewish refugees, in late 1940, which had been sabotaged by the

Haganah to prevent British deportation efforts—demonstrating the lengths to

which both groups were willing to go to resist British authority.

As World War II progressed, the British government's refusal to allow

further Jewish refugee immigration into Palestine fanned the flames of both

resentment and militant action within the Jewish community. The Stern

Gang, under the leadership of Avraham Stern, sought ever more radical

means to force British compliance regarding Jewish independence, even

considering alarming offers of alliance with Nazi Germany in a desperate

bid for leverage.

However, the group found itself beleaguered after a series of botched

operations and losses, including the death of Stern in a confrontation with

the police. These events marked a turning point, spurring Jewish extremists

towards more aggressive tactics. The association between the Stern Gang

and the French became evident, particularly as British intelligence

discovered evidence of collaboration. Gaining support from remnants of

France’s Vichy administration in the Levant, the Stern Gang’s operations

began to draw more significant attention from British authorities.
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By mid-1944, the Stern Gang had gained renewed confidence and embarked

on a bold attack against Sir Harold MacMichael, the British High

Commissioner for Palestine. The attack, although ultimately unsuccessful

due to a swift maneuver by MacMichael's driver, showcased the audacity of

the Gang’s mission and highlighted how they operated with a level of

impunity that was becoming increasingly problematic for British rule.

Despite the violence, the British government was slow to respond to the

Stern Gang's assaults, in stark contrast to their reaction to similar Arab

uprisings in the past. Tensions escalated as British officials, like Lord

Moyne, expressed concern that the Jewish leadership’s rhetoric hinted at a

willingness to incite further violence. The dynamics of the conflict continued

to evolve, as the Jewish community, divided yet increasingly aligned with

the French resistance against Britain, struggled to navigate a path toward

independence amid growing chaos.
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Chapter 24: 23 Trop de Zle

### Chapter 23: TROP DE ZÈLE

In August 1944, amidst the complexities of Middle Eastern geopolitics, Lord

Moyne emerged as a seemingly unlikely yet significant figure. Described as

a "quiet little man" with a diverse range of interests—from wildflowers to

yachting—Moyne was, in fact, a powerful advocate for a "Greater Syria," an

idea aimed at advancing British interests in the region while mitigating

Jewish-Arab tensions over Palestine. Unlike his counterpart, Minister of

State Spears, who was losing credibility, Moyne was a cabinet member with

considerable influence, primarily due to his longstanding friendship with

Winston Churchill.

Moyne's trajectory began in a distinguished family, leading him from Eton

to military service in South Africa and eventually to Parliament. Renowned

for his adventurous spirit, he was known to undertake travels accompanied

only by local natives. His friendship with Churchill blossomed in the 1920s,

culminating in his return to government as Colonial Secretary in 1941,

tasked with navigating the tumultuous Palestine issue.

In his role, Moyne circulated a memorandum on "Jewish Policy," advocating

that British support for an Arab state might alleviate unrest from increased
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Jewish immigration to Palestine. He suggested a federation of Arab states as

a partial resolution to the area’s conflicts. However, his later actions,

including a lack of sympathy for Jewish refugees aboard the Struma and

controversial remarks in Parliament, cast doubt on his commitment to

Jewish causes. Despite this, Moyne proposed that neighboring Arab

countries could absorb Jewish immigrants, an idea echoed by some Jewish

intellectuals advocating for an autonomous Jewish entity within a greater

Arab federation.

By early 1943, while Moyne was deputy to Richard Casey in Cairo, he

continued to develop the concept of the Greater Syria, noting the absence of

British policy direction post-1939 White Paper. He participated in a secret

cabinet committee that eventually recommended a partition of Palestine

post-war while advocating for a Greater Syria, an approach that threatened to

strain British relationships with France, which had colonial interests in the

region.

Moyne's complex task intensified when he became Minister of State in 1944,

advocating for the immediate implementation of a Greater Syria plan.

However, he faced resistance from colleagues skeptical of the project and

navigated the delicate balance of secrecy and diplomacy. The plan evolved

into a two-phase initiative: first, a union of Palestinian Arab territories with

Transjordan under the leadership of Abdullah, followed by a broader

unification with Syria and Lebanon, contingent upon diminishing French
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influence.

British efforts under Moyne aimed to garner Arab support for this plan,

enlisting figures like W. F. Stirling, a seasoned officer with historical ties to

the region. Stirling’s actions to foster British-Arab relations, however,

provoked unease in France, which had been closely monitoring British

endeavors in Syria. As tensions escalated, Stirling cultivated a narrative of

Arab unity—a notion increasingly dependent on British backing to offset

French control.

The diplomatic machinations reached a critical juncture when Jamil

Mardam, the Syrian foreign minister, sought a treaty with Britain, believing

it could counter French dominance. This request, shrouded in secrecy,

indicated a fracture within the Syrian leadership, with Mardam favoring

alliance with the Hashemite Abdullah against the backdrop of French

opposition.

As the conflict drew international attention, Spears, operating in Beirut,

exceeded his bounds by committing to support Mardam's pro-Arab

initiatives without official sanction, ultimately leading to friction with both

the French and British authorities. Reports of Spears' undermining efforts

reached high-level British officials, culminating in pressing concerns from

Foreign Secretary Eden, who sought to rein in Spears’ increasingly

independent and potentially incendiary actions.
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Post-D-Day, the situation shifted dramatically. French influence revived

alongside de Gaulle's return, prompting a reevaluation of Spears’ role in the

Levant. Despite Churchill’s previous support for him, public dissent within

the Foreign Office mounted, leading to calls for Spears’ recall due to

concerns over his handling of Franco-British relations.

By late 1944, Spears’ position had become untenable. Following

considerable internal strife and revelations of his secretive dealings, he was

instructed to return to London, where his powers were curtailed.

Subsequently, Spears offered his resignation in December, marking a

significant turning point in British policy in the Middle East, as the

dynamics between the British, French, and local Arab leaders continued to

evolve amid the shifting tides of WWII. 

Ultimately, Moyne's vision for Greater Syria was clouded by geopolitical

realities and the interplay of local aspirations for self-determination, leaving

him—and the British government—grappling with the complexities of

securing a lasting settlement in a region fraught with competing interests.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 24 The Murder of Lord Moyne

### Chapter 24: The Murder of Lord Moyne

On November 6, 1944, Lord Moyne, the British minister of state in Egypt,

was assassinated outside his Cairo home. As his car pulled into the

driveway, two young men—Eliahu Hakim and Eliahu Beth

Tsouri—ambushed him. Hakim threatened Moyne’s aide-de-camp with a

revolver while Beth Tsouri shot the driver. Hakim then fired into the car,

striking Moyne multiple times. Despite receiving medical attention, Moyne

succumbed to his injuries later that evening, uttering a final, poignant

inquiry about the arrival of a doctor.

The attackers were quickly captured with the help of an Egyptian policeman,

and Hakim boldly admitted to killing Moyne, stating he was ordered by the

Stern Gang, a militant Zionist group seeking to establish a Jewish state in

Palestine. The assassination caused ripples throughout British diplomatic

channels, particularly as it occurred against a backdrop of rising tensions in

the Middle East.

In the weeks following Moyne's murder, concern in British intelligence

circles grew regarding Colonel Alessandri, a French intelligence officer with

ties to the Stern Gang. Initially stationed in Syria, he had switched sides
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during World War II and was now aiding the Free French forces. His Bureau

Noir was purportedly engaged in actions aimed at undermining British

influence in the region, including arming Jewish groups resistant to British

rule. MI6, Britain's overseas intelligence service, was concerned that the

murder might be interlinked with rising French interests in collaboration

with factions within the Jewish militancy.

As reports emerged following Moyne's assassination, it became evident that

Alessandri had not only been stirring dissent among Arab factions against

British authority but was also suspected of directly supporting Jewish militia

groups like the Stern Gang, including funding operations during the

timeframe of the assassination.

Moyne's advocacy for a Greater Syria—a vision of a unified Arab state

inclusive of Palestine—had already made him a controversial figure among

Jewish nationalists. Just days before his death, leaflets accusing him of

inciting Arab attacks against Jews circulated, escalating animosity towards

him. The resulting conspiracy theories hinted at a possible collusion between

the French intelligence and rogue elements of the Jewish underground.

In the aftermath, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill expressed

profound anger and concern over the assassination. He warned that the era of

political assassinations could jeopardize longstanding British support for

Zionism. These sentiments revealed the delicate balance Britain was trying
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to maintain within increasingly volatile geopolitical dynamics and its fears

of radicalization within the Jewish community.

The murder prompted significant repercussions, including efforts by the

Jewish Agency to collaborate with British authorities in hunting down those

involved in terrorism. However, this alliance was fraught with

complications, as distrust persisted regarding the Jewish Agency's true

motivations and connections to militant groups. Despite the arrests made,

there were growing suspicions that the Agency was filtering information,

providing names not necessarily connected to the Stern Gang.

As the chapter closes, the repercussions of Moyne’s murder are starkly

felt—highlighting the fragility of British power in the region, the

contentious relationship between different factions, and foreshadowing the

complexities that would soon ensue in the struggle for territorial control in a

post-war landscape. With the formation of the Arab League and the

continuing unrest regarding the Palestinian question, Moyne’s death

symbolizes a turning point reflecting the ongoing turbulence between Jewish

aspirations and Arab nationalism, amidst colonial powers struggling to retain

influence over their crumbling empires.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Time to Call the Shots

### Chapter 25: Time to Call the Shots

On April 5, 1945, Charles de Gaulle, the leader of Free France, convened his

foreign minister Georges Bidault and Paul Beynet, the delegate-general to

the Levant, to address a critical issue: the Syrian government’s demand for

the transfer of the troupes spéciales, a militia of twenty thousand Syrian

soldiers still under French command. The British had dismissed these troops

as insignificant, but de Gaulle viewed them as essential for maintaining

French authority in the region, especially as their colonial troops were vastly

overstretched. The demand highlighted a significant threat to France’s

influence in Syria, as Syrian leader Jamil Mardam noted that the army would

establish complete control once it was transferred.

Since de Gaulle’s triumphant return to Paris in August 1944, he had strived

to restore France's status as a great power among the Allies and had little

tolerance for advice that might dilute that ambition. He believed that recent

geopolitical shifts—like the departure of British minister Spears and tensions

in Palestine—created a favorable backdrop for denying the Syrian request.

De Gaulle's insistence that the British would restrain the Syrian demands

proved to be a critical miscalculation.
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Bidault, despite lacking experience in foreign policy, foresaw the potential

backlash from an outright refusal to relinquish control. He suggested a delay

in the transfer, which would motivate the Syrians against the British, a

strategy emphasized in his plan to transfer control only after the British had

left the region. Beynet, concerned about the immediate ramifications, also

recommended reinforcing French troops in the Levant to maintain stability

amid growing tensions.

The British stance on the matter was ambiguous; their foreign secretary had

previously indicated that the UK was unwilling to jeopardize its interests in

the Middle East for the sake of French ambitions. However, a British

military telegram revealed that they were overstretched and unable to

respond decisively to a confrontation initiated by France. Driven by a series

of misinterpretations and assumptions about British disinterest, de Gaulle

decided to send additional French battalions to Lebanon, signifying a new

era of assertive French presence in the Levant. This move was intended to

coincide with the planned transfer of the troupes spéciales.

As French reinforcements arrived in Beirut, British officials expressed

discomfort but found it difficult to argue against sending their own troops

while retaining a substantial presence in the region. Tensions escalated

further when de Gaulle's defiance manifested in public displays of French

nationalism in Beirut, coinciding with Germany’s surrender, bolstering

French morale and inflaming nationalist sentiments among the Arab
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populations.

The underlying tensions erupted violently in May 1945, leading to a deadly

sequence of events marked by anti-French demonstrations and violent

retaliatory measures by both sides. The French bombardment of Damascus

on May 29 was a particularly egregious act that shocked both local and

international observers. The bombardment led to significant casualties and

destruction, with reports of indiscriminate shelling and brutal retaliatory

violence against the Syrian gendarmerie.

As the fighting escalated, the British intervened. With the arrival of British

troops, an unprecedented showdown began between the French and British

forces in Syria. Despite intense pressure, French General Oliva-Roget

initially resisted British orders to cease fire, which resulted in further chaos

and exacerbated casualties among civilians.

The conflict and subsequent British occupation marked a decisive turning

point for France in the Levant, leading to the total collapse of French

influence in Syria. By June 1945, French officials found themselves

unwelcome and in danger across the region. The eventual transfer of the

troupes spéciales to Syrian and Lebanese control rendered France powerless

as they withdrew from a region that had been under their control for over

two decades.
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In the wake of this defeat, France sought new alliances, particularly with

Zionist groups in Palestine, recognizing their potential utility in countering

British interests and reinforcing France’s position in the Middle East. French

leaders began to cultivate a pro-Zionist policy, asserting that a united front

with the Jewish Agency could present a means of regaining influence in the

region where Arab nationalism was growing. 

By November 1945, France's strategy had shifted; now, the focus was on

supporting Zionist aspirations in Palestine as a means to counteract the

threats posed by other regional powers. De Gaulle and his administration

viewed this alliance as a path to regain France's status in the Levant, leaving

behind a legacy shaped by conflict, miscalculation, and shifting political

dynamics.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 26 Got to Think Again

Chapter 26: GOT TO THINK AGAIN

The aftermath of World War II threw Europe into an unprecedented

humanitarian crisis, with approximately a quarter of a million displaced

individuals scattered across various camps. Among them were two distinct

groups: those eager to return to their homes, including laborers who had

been forced into work for Nazi Germany and children separated from their

families, and others, such as Eastern Europeans escaping Soviet control and

Jewish survivors of the Holocaust, who sought refuge elsewhere, especially

in Palestine.

In the wake of the July 1945 elections, the British political landscape shifted

dramatically as Clement Attlee’s Labour Party replaced Winston Churchill's

Conservatives. The Labour Party swiftly adopted a pro-Zionist stance,

advocating for Jewish survivors to settle in Palestine and arguing against

barriers to their immigration. This was partly influenced by Hugh Dalton,

the new chancellor of the exchequer, who publicly declared the moral

imperative to allow Jews into Palestine after the atrocities they had suffered

during the Holocaust. 

The challenge of implementing this pro-immigration policy fell to Ernest
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Bevin, the newly appointed foreign secretary known for his tough demeanor

and strong labor background. Unlike his predecessor, Bevin received

negative feedback from the Foreign Office due to his straightforward

approach. However, the immediate situation demanded action, as pressure

from the United States intensified under President Harry Truman, who

adopted a more humanitarian approach than his predecessor, Franklin D.

Roosevelt. Truman faced considerable lobbying from Zionist leaders, which

coincided with political calculations focused on the upcoming elections in

New York, where he aimed to energize Jewish voters.

In August 1945, Truman made his position clear at a press conference,

advocating for the admission of as many Jews into Palestine as possible. He

even suggested that Britain should issue 100,000 visas for Jewish

immigrants. But Bevin, taking the advice of his Foreign Office aides, was

wary of such a rapid increase in immigration, fearing that it would

antagonize the Arab population and jeopardize Britain's strategic interests in

the region amid growing tensions with Egypt.

As Bevin communicated his concerns to Attlee, they both realized that

underestimating the Arab response to Jewish immigration would be

detrimental. Despite Truman's pressing requests, their reluctance to change

course stemmed from geopolitical considerations and fears of destabilizing

the region. When Bevin proposed the establishment of a joint

Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry to explore the resettlement options
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for displaced persons, Truman agreed, recognizing the need to distance his

administration from an immediate endorsement of mass immigration.

Meanwhile, Jewish leaders in Palestine, feeling the urgency of the situation,

began organizing resistance against British policies. David Ben-Gurion, head

of the Jewish Agency, coordinated a partnership with militant groups Irgun

and Stern Gang, advocating for active resistance rather than a moderate

approach. As tensions rose, these groups undertook attacks against British

infrastructure to signal their power and resolve.

In November 1945, Bevin announced the formation of the Anglo-American

Committee, portraying it as a step towards finding a solution to the

immigration crisis. However, its findings, which supported Truman's call for

immigration, only exacerbated tensions as they highlighted the disconnect

between British policy and the reality on the ground. This dissatisfaction led

to more acts of violence from Jewish militias.

As British forces attempted to manage the escalating violence through

Operation Agatha, a large-scale crackdown on Jewish militant organizations

in June 1946, they faced mounting difficulties. Although they aimed to

gather incriminating evidence against the Jewish Agency, their operation

was poorly timed and poorly executed, as warnings had reached the Jewish

groups ahead of the attack.
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The culmination of this violent struggle came with the bombing of the King

David Hotel by the Irgun on July 22, 1946, which resulted in significant

casualties and intensified the political ramifications. This act of terror

sparked international outrage and forced the Jewish Agency to distance itself

from militant actions it had previously tolerated. While the bombing was

intended to bolster the Irgun’s position, it ultimately backfired, drawing a

line of separation between moderate Zionist leadership and radical groups,

thereby complicating the already tense situation in Palestine.

By the chapter's close, the stakes had grown increasingly high, and leaders

of the Irgun and the Stern Gang began to feel isolated in their commitment

to armed resistance, uncertain about the loyalty of the wider Jewish

leadership represented by Ben-Gurion and the Agency. The pursuit of a

unified strategy amidst rising violence and geopolitical complexities

revealed the deepening rift within the Zionist movement and foreshadowed

the challenges that lay ahead.
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Chapter 28: 27 The American League for a Free Palestine

### Chapter 27: The American League for a Free Palestine

In the aftermath of the King David Hotel bombing, the American League for

a Free Palestine, founded by Peter Bergson (a pseudonym for Hillel Kook,

an influential member of the militant group Irgun), published a provocative

open letter to President Harry S. Truman in the *New York Post*. The letter

urged Truman to take decisive action for Jewish immigration into Palestine,

highlighting the urgent plight of European Jews. As the midterm elections

approached, the League exploited Truman's dwindling popularity and the

economic challenges facing his administration, which had not delivered the

promised prosperity following World War II.

Truman, who unexpectedly ascended to the presidency after Franklin D.

Roosevelt's death, struggled to match his predecessor's charisma and

decisiveness. Faced with mounting criticism, he found himself at odds with

both the British government and Zionist factions compromised by the

growing tensions surrounding the Jewish immigration policy. The

Anglo-American Committee's proposals, aimed at establishing a Jewish

presence in Palestine, faltered amidst British conditions for peace, such as

disarming Jewish militant groups.
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Compounding Truman's political challenges, the League's actions intensified

focus on the Jewish refugee crisis. Truman publicly condemned the King

David bombing, which he declared hindered Jewish immigration—a stand

that raised concerns among American Zionists. Kook and the League's

narrative positioned their struggle as akin to the American fight for

independence, garnering public sympathy from diverse segments of

American society, including celebrities and influential political figures.

To amplify their message, the League launched a Broadway play, *A Flag Is

Born*, which depicted the harrowing journey of Jewish survivors desperate

to reach Palestine, drawing a stark emotional parallel between their plight

and America's revolutionary origins. The production successfully raised

significant funds for the Irgun, showcasing the power of storytelling in

shaping public opinion.

As the political landscape shifted, with growing tensions between the U.S.

and Britain over Palestine, Truman's support for a Jewish state became a

strategic decision aimed at appealing to both Jewish voters and a broader

Protestant audience sympathetic to Zionist aspirations. However, his

initiatives were complicated by internal party dynamics and electoral

pressures, culminating in his declaration for a "viable Jewish state" just

before the elections.

The fallout from Truman's public statements revealed the complexities of
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American politics regarding Jewish statehood amidst partisan strife. The

League's efforts to generate support for Jewish immigration also extended

internationally, with Kook establishing an offshoot in France that aimed to

sway public opinion through cultural connections, notably involving

prominent intellectuals like Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-Paul Sartre.

A critical turning point occurred with the British trial and execution of Dov

Gruner, an Irgun member who had fought for the British during the war. His

case sparked outrage and galvanized American sympathies, prompting the

League to launch a fundraising campaign in his honor. Despite British

efforts to suppress the League's messaging, the rise of domestic sympathy

for their cause and fundraising success indicated a shifting narrative in

American perceptions of the conflict.

Through calculated appeals and a robust propaganda campaign, the

American League for a Free Palestine not only influenced the domestic

political discourse around Jewish immigration but also highlighted the

complicating factors between U.S. and British policy in the region. The

enduring legacy of these efforts was a growing recognition of the Jewish

plight that resonated with a significant portion of the American public, even

as tensions in Palestine escalated.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 28 French and Zionist Intrigues

### Chapter 28 Summary: French and Zionist Intrigues

In April 1947, just hours before the execution of Jewish resistance fighter

Dov Gruner, a well-dressed young woman approached a guard at the

Colonial Office in London, claiming she needed to use the restroom

urgently. Once allowed in, she discreetly abandoned a bomb, which was

later discovered and defused by police, leading to a series of urgent

investigations. The bomb, packed with French-made gelignite, bore the

fingerprints of Yaacov Levstein, a skilled bomb-maker from the Stern Gang,

who had recently escaped from a Palestinian prison.

Levstein, a Russian émigré, had a tumultuous history: after being injured

during a police raid that killed the Stern Gang's leader, he was sentenced to

life in prison but escaped after just eight months. Seeking to continue the

fight against British rule in Palestine, he found refuge in France, a country

rife with sympathy for Jewish causes amid the chaotic aftermath of World

War II.

In Paris, Levstein connected with influential figures and sought assistance

from the French government through Colonel Alessandri and lawyer André

Blumel. While the French expressed a willingness to support Levstein’s
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group, political concerns hampered concrete assistance. A parallel operation

was underway as Levstein recruited help from locals, including David

Knout, the daughter of a Jewish resistance fighter. Together, they revitalized

old networks to procure arms and carry out operations.

This collaboration led to Levstein’s first bombing on British soil, executed

by a student and resulting in public chaos. However, the British identified

Levstein after a failed bomb incident, prompting Chief Inspector Jones to

race to Paris to track down the plotters. Despite efforts, both the police and

special British intelligence struggled to fully rein in the growing Jewish

underground movements amid the political climate of Paris.

At the same time, the Irgun, another Jewish militant organization, was also

active in France. Under new leadership from Eli Tavin, the organization

engaged in covert operations against British interests. Tavin’s predecessor

had reached an understanding with the French authorities, allowing the Irgun

to stage operations from Paris as long as they avoided attacking British

targets on French soil.

Meanwhile, Baruch Korff, an American rabbi, sought to initiate more direct

military actions against Britain, including employing air drops over

Palestine, but his plans crumbled as law enforcement caught him trying to

arrange private flights for attacks. As tensions mounted, mass Jewish

emigration from France to Palestine surged, aided by lax French border
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controls, resulting in boats filled with refugees preparing to set sail.

The most notable vessel among them was the *Exodus*, which became a

focal point of the British-Zionist conflict. Launched under the command of

Yitzhak Aharonovitch, it aimed to provoke British intervention by carrying a

large, sympathetic passenger list. The British government, anticipating

conflict, prepared a naval response.

On July 18, 1947, the *Exodus* was intercepted in international waters and

rammed by British destroyers. The ensuing chaos resulted in a violent clash,

with British forces boarding amid cries of resistance from the Jewish

passengers. Captured and towed back to Haifa, the refugees faced

deportation, escalating public backlash against British policies and fueling

international sympathy for Jewish causes.

The aftermath of this incident further eroded British authority in Palestine

and increased pressure for a reevaluation of their mandate, ultimately

leading to discussions about partitioning the region between Jews and Arabs.

The harsh treatment of passengers and the political fallout underscored the

dwindling ability of Britain to maintain control in a rapidly changing and

sympathetic international landscape.

Key Points Details
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Key Points Details

Date April 1947

Incident Young woman plants bomb at Colonial Office in London before
executing Dov Gruner.

Bomb Details French-made gelignite with fingerprints of Yaacov Levstein, a
bomb-maker from the Stern Gang.

Yaacov Levstein
Background

Russian émigré, escaped from prison after life sentence, sought to
fight British rule in Palestine.

French
Connections

Levstein gained support from Colonel Alessandri and lawyer André
Blumel, but faced political obstacles.

Collaborators Revived networks for arms procurement, including local Jewish
resistance fighters.

First Bombing Executed by a student in Britain, leading to identification of
Levstein by British police.

Irgun Activities Active in France under Eli Tavin, targeting British interests with
conditions on attacks.

Baruch Korff American rabbi attempted military actions in Palestine but was
caught attempting to arrange flights.

Jewish
Emigration

Surge of Jewish refugees from France to Palestine due to lax
border controls.

Vessel Exodus Carried sympathetic passengers, intended to provoke British
intervention, intercepted on July 18, 1947.

Aftermath of
Exodus Incident

Public backlash against British policies increased; led to
discussions on partitioning Palestine.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 29, the relentless struggle of the

Jewish fighters exemplifies the profound impact of resilience and

determination in achieving one’s goals. Just as Levstein and his

comrades faced numerous challenges and operated under extreme

pressure, you too can draw inspiration from their unwavering spirit.

When confronted with obstacles in your own life—whether they be

personal, professional, or societal—remember that persistence and the

courage to stand your ground can lead to significant change. Embrace

the idea that even in moments of despair, fighting for your beliefs and

dreams is a powerful journey. Let their story remind you that true

strength lies in the ability to rise, persist, and ultimately define your

own path.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 29 Last Post

### Chapter 29: Last Post

On February 18, 1947, British Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin declared that,

due to failed negotiations with both Jewish and Arab leaders, the issue of

Palestine would be referred to the United Nations. This move marked a

pivotal shift, as Britain had not willingly relinquished any part of its empire

since 1776. The British government, however, still held out hope for a

compromise that would allow them to maintain influence in the region, with

Colonial Secretary Creech Jones asserting they were seeking assistance on

how to administer the Mandate rather than surrendering it outright.

As tensions mounted, militant groups like the Irgun and the Stern Gang

escalated their attacks on British forces. A series of violent incidents ensued,

including a bombing of the British Officers’ Club in Jerusalem that killed

thirteen and a bombing of an oil refinery. Despite attempts from the Jewish

Agency to denounce terrorism, the fervor against British rule had taken deep

root among younger Jewish militants, some of whom were motivated by a

history of British policies that had failed to uphold their aspirations for

sovereignty.

On May 4, the Irgun executed a daring assault on Acre prison, freeing
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numerous prisoners but sustaining casualties in the process. British military

responses became increasingly aggressive, with Colonel Bernard Fergusson

recruited to create special forces targeting Jewish militants. Meanwhile,

heavy criticism of the Palestine Police grew, especially after a minor officer,

Roy Farran, confessed to the murder of a Jewish teenager suspected of

terrorist affiliations, prompting fears of a systemic cover-up within the

police force.

As public sentiment in Britain shifted to a vehement opposition against

Zionists, the death of three captured Irgun members ignited fierce retaliation,

leading to the hanging of British soldiers by the Irgun in July. This act of

retribution captured media attention and fueled anti-Jewish violence across

Britain, growing increasingly hostile towards the Jewish community.

Politicians, including Chancellor Hugh Dalton, began advocating for a

complete British withdrawal from Palestine, prioritizing domestic stability

over colonial endeavors.

The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP)

recommended partitioning Palestine, a proposal met with divided opinions;

nonetheless, the General Assembly officially voted for partition on

November 29, 1947, following extensive lobbying, notably from U.S.

businessman Bernard Baruch who pressured France’s support of the

resolution. The ruling prompted jubilant celebrations among Jewish

communities while leaving Arab leaders aghast.
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Simultaneously, violence erupted as the Arab states commenced attacks on

Jewish settlements, foreshadowing a looming conflict. Zionist leaders

initiated clandestine negotiations with King Abdullah of Jordan, seeking a

cooperative strategy for partition against Arab adversaries. Abdullah aspired

to establish a Greater Syria and aligned with Zionist goals to counter

competing Arab factions.

As Britain prepared to exit, the situation deteriorated, characterized by an

increase in hostilities and a humanitarian crisis, with reports indicating

thousands killed and significant displacement of Arab populations. The last

days of British rule were chaotic, culminating in the withdrawal neatly

orchestrated by British military departure on May 14, 1948, coinciding with

the immediate recognition of the newly declared state of Israel by President

Truman. This marked the beginning of the first Arab-Israeli war, signaling

the irreversible shift of power dynamics in the region.

Former Chief Secretary of Palestine, Sir John Shaw, later reflected on the

British mandate experience, acknowledging the moral complexities of

foreign intervention and the imperative that nations must ultimately navigate

their own paths toward self-determination. The chapter ends on a

contemplative note, highlighting the historical implications of British

colonial practices and the consequential emergence of a deeply fragmented

society.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Epilogue: A Settling of Scores

### Epilogue: A Settling of Scores

On the evening of November 6, 1949, Colonel W. F. Stirling, the 69-year-old

correspondent for The Times in Damascus, found himself unexpectedly

confronted by three Arabs at his door. Despite his initial instinct to refuse

them entry, financial pressures and the volatile political situation in

post-independence Syria swayed his decision. Stirling, who had experienced

the unpredictable nature of the region during his previous involvement

alongside T.E. Lawrence—Lawrence of Arabia—knew that a reporter could

not afford to miss a crucial scoop.

Syria had been independent for only three years after a tumultuous history

under French rule, marked by political instability. Two coups earlier that

year had already destabilized the country, culminating in a controversial

upcoming election manipulated by the current president, Sami al-Hinnawi.

Tensions ran high in the nation, especially among disenfranchised Bedouin

tribes.

The three men who entered Stirling's study were said to represent a

prominent tribal shaykh, leading Stirling to believe they might share vital

information regarding the election. However, as they approached him, their
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demeanor shifted ominously. The leader revealed a Colt pistol, and in a swift

and brutal assault, he shot Stirling multiple times, leaving him severely

wounded. Stirling’s servant, Ali, rushed to his aid but was shot as well,

dying in Marygold, Stirling’s wife, arms.

Remarkably, Stirling survived, thanks to the quick intervention of his friend,

Dr. Ernest Altounyan, a skilled surgeon who had just arrived for a visit.

Operating quickly, Altounyan extracted two bullets but left the others

embedded. Stirling's humorous yet tragic realization that he had

inadvertently consumed methylated spirits during his recovery underscored

the chaotic nature of his life in Syria. Shortly after recovering, he left for

Cairo, marking a significant turning point in his career.

The shooting raised suspicions about the motivations behind the attack.

Rumors had circulated that Stirling was a British agent trying to influence

the recent political upheaval in the region. The Syrian prosecutor later

speculated that the assailants believed Stirling was involved in the

assassination of Husni Zaim, the leader overthrown in the March coup.

Stirling's investigative work had indeed angered France, which was trying to

regain influence in Syria after being ousted post-independence. French

officials had spread narratives blaming him for unrest, which escalated

tensions further.

Louis Heren, Stirling’s counterpart in Israel and an experienced journalist,
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connected these events to an ongoing, unofficial struggle between British

and French interests in the region. The French government’s anger over

Stirling's articles, which accurately portrayed their failed maneuvers in

Syria, reinforced the belief that they orchestrated the attack. Stirling himself

believed he was targeted by agents of the Mufti of Jerusalem, an assertion

that implied deep-rooted geopolitical conflicts—an echo of the colonial

struggles that shaped the Middle East.

As Stirling recuperated, the geopolitical landscape he had found himself in

became synonymous with the larger narrative of British and French colonial

ambitions. The Sykes-Picot Agreement and the Balfour Declaration

evidenced a complex legacy of imperial maneuvering that had set a

precedent for persistent conflict in the region. Stirling's near-death

experience and the French blame game illustrated this tense interplay

between national interests, personal vendettas, and the burgeoning Arab

nationalism that would define the Middle East's future.

The aftermath of Stirling's shooting and subsequent departure to Cairo

symbolized the relentless deterioration of imperial influence in the Levant.

While Britain and France had once wielded significant power, their inability

to navigate the aspirations of the peoples they had colonized laid the

foundation for the enduring conflicts that would unfold in the latter half of

the 20th century, illustrating the precariousness of their hold as their empires

waned.
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