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About the book

Set against the backdrop of the American Revolution, "Alex and Eliza" by

Melissa de la Cruz intertwines history and romance, breathing life into the

intense and passionate love story between Alexander Hamilton and Eliza

Schuyler. As the tensions of war escalate, so too do the stakes for their

heart's desires, as societal expectations and familial obligations threaten to

tear them apart. This vibrant retelling reveals not just the fervor of their

romance but also the resilience and courage required to forge a life together

amid chaos and uncertainty. Join Alex and Eliza on a captivating journey

filled with ambition, loyalty, and the undeniable power of love that

challenges them to redefine their futures.
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About the author

Melissa de la Cruz is a prolific author known for her compelling storytelling

and diverse range of novels that span various genres, including young adult

fiction, fantasy, and contemporary romance. Born in the Philippines and

raised in California, she has forged a successful career writing captivating

tales that often blend historical elements with modern themes. Cruz gained

widespread recognition for her bestselling series such as "Blue Bloods" and

"Witches of East End," showcasing her ability to create intricate worlds

filled with vibrant characters. With "Alex and Eliza," she masterfully

reimagines the romance between Alexander Hamilton and Eliza Schuyler,

bringing history to life through her unique prose and imaginative narrative

style.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prologue: Mansion on the Hill

### Prologue Summary

In November 1777, the Schuyler family mansion, known as the Pastures,

commands a prominent view from a hill near Albany, New York. This

impressive residence, built just over a decade ago, exemplifies luxury,

particularly featuring exquisite hand-painted grisaille wallpapers titled The

Ruins of Rome, which Philip Schuyler acquired during his travels in

England. The Schuyler family holds significant social status; General Philip

Schuyler is connected to two of New York's most respected families, the

Schuylers and the Van Cortlandts, while his wife, Catherine, hails from the

Van Rensselaer family, the most powerful in northern New York since the

early 1600s.

At nearly 44, General Schuyler is a distinguished figure, yet his recent

military history casts a pall over the family. Following a successful

campaign against British forces in Québec in 1775, he faced a staggering

defeat at Fort Ticonderoga in June 1777, which led to his resignation and the

loss of both his command and his Saratoga estate to British General John

Burgoyne. The subsequent burning of the estate during Burgoyne's retreat

severely damages the Schuyler family's financial stability, forcing them to

confront an uncertain future.
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Despite these challenges, General Schuyler keeps himself busy, overseeing

projects around their home and offering hospitality to his former adversary,

Burgoyne, who stays with the Schuylers, further straining their resources.

Catherine Schuyler, now in her early forties, bears emotional scars from the

loss of several children and grapples with the family's dwindling fortunes.

Throughout the turmoil, she remains devoted to the care and education of

her surviving seven children, particularly focusing on her three elder

daughters: Angelica, Peggy, and Eliza.

Angelica is spirited and clever; Peggy is a striking beauty with an air of

fragility, and Eliza, equally smart and beautiful, prioritizes her love for

literature and revolutionary ideals over marriage. As the eldest Schuyler

daughters near marriageable age, their prospects diminish with the family's

tarnished reputation following their financial losses, as wealthy families in

New York quickly share gossip. To secure advantageous marriages before

this information spreads, Catherine resolves to host a grand ball, hoping to

attract suitable suitors and restore status to her daughters and the family as a

whole.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Middle Child

### Chapter 1: Middle Child

In November 1777, the Schuyler Mansion in Albany, New York, stands

gleaming with light in preparation for a grand party. The house, known as

the Pastures, is bustling with activity—servants move furniture for dancing

and prepare culinary delights as musicians adjust their instruments in the

ballroom. The three Schuyler sisters, Eliza, Angelica, and Peggy, are tasked

with carrying heavy bolts of fabric from local women for uniforms meant for

the Continental troops, highlighting their family's dedication to the

revolutionary cause.

As they ascend the sixty-seven stone steps to the mansion, Eliza expresses

concern about their parents' potential disagreement hindering their father,

General Schuyler, from attending the event. The sisters engage in a

light-hearted conversation about their parents and the household dynamics.

Despite the formal nature of their family, they rely on their lady’s maid Dot

for insights into their father's temperament, revealing a nuanced family

structure where communication often passes through the servants.

Eliza learns from Peggy that their father is expecting a visit from Colonel

Hamilton, a well-known and charismatic aide-de-camp to General
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Washington. This news excites the sisters, as Hamilton has gained a

reputation for both his military acumen and charm, especially among young

women of their society. Angelica hopes her suitor, John Barker Church,

might facilitate an introduction, while Eliza downplays her interest,

determined not to chase the attention of men based on superficial allure.

As they discuss their attire—particularly Eliza's preference for simpler, more

modest dresses over the latest fashions—the sisters tease her about her

unassuming nature. Eliza maintains a sense of independence, insisting that

she wants genuine attraction rather than superficial admiration based on her

clothing. Despite her modesty, there’s a recognition of her beauty; her sisters

aim to help her shine, emphasizing the importance of presentation in their

society.

Ultimately, Eliza decides to return to the Van Broeks' house to fetch more

fabric, promising to return quickly as Angelica and Peggy prepare for the

festivities. This establishes a clear depiction of the sisters’ relationships and

sets the stage for what promises to be an intriguing night at the Schuyler

Mansion, exemplifying both the social pressures of their time and the

personal dynamics within the Schuyler family.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 3 Summary: Troop Inspection

Chapter 2: Troop Inspection

In the Schuyler Mansion, located in Albany, New York, Eliza Schuyler

hastily returns home after a day spent collecting fabric for the war effort. As

she sneaks inside without drawing attention from family members or guests,

she encounters her younger brothers, John and Philip, as well as their playful

little siblings, Rensselaer and Cornelia. Despite John’s discontent for being

left out of the evening's social gathering, Eliza is quickly swept into a

playful chase with the children, highlighting her caring nature.

After her playful diversion, Eliza retreats to her dimly lit bedroom where her

maid, Dot, is preparing for the evening’s festivities. Dot unveils an

extravagant burgundy gown with green brocade petticoats, which Eliza finds

unseemly given the current hardships their soldiers face. Eliza has been

advocating for Albany’s ladies to invest in the war effort rather than indulge

in frivolities. Dot, however, insists that wearing the gown is not only a

matter of family expectation but also of social obligation, suggesting it could

appeal to the distinguished guest, Colonel Hamilton.

Unwilling to concede, Eliza protests the gown's opulence and expresses

discomfort with her mother’s manipulative intentions, revealing a clash
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between her principles and societal expectations for women to dress for

prospects of marriage, particularly as the family hosts a gathering of eligible

bachelors. With the pressure mounting and her mother calling for a "troop

inspection" of her daughters’ appearances, Eliza begrudgingly agrees to wear

the gown to avoid incurring further wrath on Dot, who would bear the brunt

of their mother’s displeasure if Eliza did not comply.

As the sisters are inspected, Eliza feels out of place in her simpler mauve

gown while Angelica and Peggy, her sisters, are adorned in extravagant

dresses that enhance their beauty and status. Mrs. Schuyler’s critical

standards only amplify Eliza's feeling of inadequacy, particularly as she

argues for a more patriotic image rather than one focused on attracting

suitors.

Mrs. Schuyler's insistence on conformity reaches a peak as she stresses that

Eliza must adhere to the expectations for young women of their status,

reinforcing traditional gender roles. Despite her mother’s reprimands and the

looming confrontations about societal norms, Eliza stands her ground,

asserting her independence from these expectations. She decides that she has

no intention of participating in the marriage market, humorously

proclaiming she is no “fox” for the hunt.

This chapter captures the tension between Eliza's personal convictions and

societal pressures, showcasing the backdrop of the American Revolutionary
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War as a time of conflict not only in the external world but within wooden

walls, where a young woman grapples with identity, family loyalty, and her

own sense of agency amidst traditional expectations.
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Chapter 4: Messenger Boy

### Chapter 3 Summary: Messenger Boy

In November 1777, outside the Schuyler Mansion in Albany, New York, a

critical moment unfolds for Alexander Hamilton, serving as General

Washington’s aide-de-camp. He has undertaken a mission to persuade

General Horatio Gates, the new commander of northern forces, to surrender

three battalions to support the Continental army. This delicate political

maneuvering is compounded by the recent military setbacks, particularly the

loss at Ticonderoga, for which General Philip Schuyler, the previous

commander, might be unjustly blamed.

Hamilton understands the stakes: success could elevate his status and

potentially secure him a command of his own, while failure could lead to

devastating consequences for many soldiers. However, he bears the heavy

burden of delivering a letter that could tarnish Schuyler’s reputation, despite

being a highly regarded leader. Washington acknowledges the political

realities impacting military decisions, indicating that Schuyler may be made

a scapegoat for the failure at Ticonderoga—an unfair outcome, given that

Schuyler was not even present during the fort's capture.

The young Hamilton reflects on his own precarious upbringing as he travels
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to Albany. Born out of wedlock, he navigated a childhood marked by

abandonment and loss, his father disappearing when he was just a boy.raised

on the Caribbean island of St. Croix. Raised in servitude after his mother’s

death, he eventually earned recognition for his intelligence, leading to an

opportunity to study in New York. 

His journey to Albany is not merely a military assignment but is deeply

intertwined with his personal history. Memories of a hurricane that ravaged

St. Croix years earlier remind him of the destruction and life-altering events

that have shaped him. It was his evocative account of that hurricane that

garnered attention and brought him to the northern colonies—a classroom of

contrasting experiences, marked by opportunity but also bound by rigid

social hierarchies.

Amidst his thoughts, Hamilton recalls the vibrant conversations with Kitty

Livingston, who introduced him to Eliza Schuyler, a woman admired for her

intellect and progressive ideals. As he approaches the grand Schuyler

mansion, hope mingles with anxiety. Could the well-bred daughter of an

esteemed family be open to a man of humble origins? Intrigued by Kitty's

description of Eliza, Hamilton's ambitions stir as he considers the possibility

of love and partnership grounded in shared values. 

As the chapter draws to a close, Hamilton is faced with the dual challenge of

navigating military politics and the societal barriers that come with his status
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as an outsider seeking recognition, both in the battlefield and in matters of

the heart.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Small Pitchers and Big Ears

In the chapter "Small Pitchers and Big Ears," set in Albany, New York in

 November 1777, Eliza Schuyler joins her sisters for a ball at their family

home. As the musicians play an Italian violin concerto, the atmosphere is

initially dominated by servants and a few early guests indulging in food and

drink. As Eliza descends to the middle landing, a sudden gust of cold air

indicates that someone is entering through the back door. Expecting a

servant, she instead discovers her father, General Philip Schuyler, engaged

in a serious conversation with an unfamiliar young officer in a military

uniform—Colonel Alexander Hamilton.

Hamilton delivers troubling news: General Washington must address the

criticism facing General Schuyler due to the loss of Ticonderoga. Eliza's

heart races at the mention of a court-martial, shocked that her esteemed

father might face such a grave situation. General Schuyler's curt responses

reveal his disdain for Hamilton's presence on the night of a social gathering,

humorously pointing out the irony of receiving unwelcome news amidst a

celebration.

Despite the tension, Hamilton expresses that he has nowhere to stay in

Albany, and General Schuyler coldly denies him accommodation,

humorously suggesting he can find space in the barn. As the conversation

ends, Eliza accidentally brushes the banister, causing a bead from her shoe to
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fall and revealing herself. When Hamilton looks up, she sees not only his

young, striking features but also the reality of his reputation—he is both

handsome and mischievous. Embarrassed yet intrigued, Eliza addresses him

while avoiding eye contact and gracefully moves into the ballroom, leaving

Hamilton flustered by the realization that he has been overheard by a

Schuyler daughter.

This chapter sets the stage for the intersection of personal and political

turmoil during the Revolutionary War era, highlighting Eliza's privileged yet

precarious position as a member of a prominent family in a time of conflict.

The introduction of Hamilton foreshadows his significant role in shaping

American history, while also establishing a personal connection that may

deepen as the narrative unfolds.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Tomcat and Canary?

### Chapter 5 Summary: Tomcat and Canary?

Set in November 1777 during a ball at General Schuyler's mansion in

Albany, New York, the chapter portrays the nervous yet captivating

experience of Alex Hamilton, who is grappling with both discomfort and

intrigue. After a rough encounter with General Schuyler and a magnetic

glimpse of one of his daughters descending the stairs, Alex finds himself

immersed in a world of societal expectations, especially amplified by his

ill-fitting wig. Despite his initial discomfort, he is approached by Rodger,

the general's valet, who offers a brief respite by helping to adjust the wig,

allowing Alex to feel more confident as he prepares to enter the lively

ballroom.

As he steps into the grand hall filled with the sounds of laughter and

conversation, Alex takes in the scene of men and women, where he stands

out in his military uniform. The ballroom is a cacophony of colors and

sounds, with older women searching for suitable matches for their daughters,

and the younger women, adorned in elaborate dresses and towering wigs,

appear desperate yet eager to attract the limited number of eligible suitors

amidst the ongoing war.
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In a half-hour's time, Alex finds himself encircled by six eager young ladies,

each vying for his attention with flattered curiosity about his work with

General Washington. Their fascination with the battlefield quickly turns into

exaggerated expressions of fear and longing, showcasing their romanticized

views of war. Despite the affections directed at him, Alex skillfully

navigates their remarks, leveraging humor to keep the conversation lively.

The parade of charming but uniquely named young women, like Miss

Tambling-Goggin and Miss Van Leuwenwoort, offers comic relief, leading

to an overhead collision with the Schuyler sisters: Angelica, Peggy, and the

captivating Eliza. Each sister's striking beauty and intellect demand Alex's

attention as they playfully intercept the conversation. Their banter about the

complexity of language and its nuances—the meaning of 'amanuensis,' for

instance—highlights their wit and intelligence, casting contrast against the

other girls’ more superficial interactions.

Eliza, in particular, stands out, as she combines beauty with a spirited

demeanor that captivates Alex. The chapter culminates in a playful but

pointed power dynamic, as Eliza claims his handkerchief and defiantly

passes him off to the other young women, setting the stage for a budding

connection amid a backdrop of social rivalry. This interaction not only

underscores the fierce nature of young women in the societal spotlight but

also suggests the potential for deeper relationships amidst the superficiality

of their courtship dances. With the ball swirling around him and Eliza’s

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


challenging presence lingering, Alex is left both enchanted and determined

to make his mark in this new chapter of his life.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Lovers’ Reel

### Chapter 6: Lovers’ Reel

Setting: Schuyler Ballroom, Albany, New York, November 1777

As the grand celebration in honor of the brave soldiers and resilient women

of the fledgling nation begins, the ballroom buzzes with energy. After the

dinner has concluded and the room is cleared, the atmosphere shifts as Mrs.

Schuyler takes center stage, announcing the importance of maintaining

traditions during wartime. She emphasizes the need for connection and joy

amidst ongoing struggles.

The Schuyler Sisters: 

Eliza, one of Mrs. Schuyler’s three daughters, retrieves her dance card amid

the lively crowd. Mrs. Schuyler reintroduces an old custom, allowing

gentlemen to sign their cards, likely to guide her children toward potential

suitors. Eliza is joined by her sisters, Angelica and Peggy. Each sister

showcases individual beauty and style, and while Eliza feels slightly

overshadowed, the three embody the pride and hope of their family.
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When Mrs. Schuyler invites her daughters to the forefront, she announces

Peggy's first formal dance, creating excitement in the crowd. Peggy shyly

reveals that she will be dancing with Stephen Van Rensselaer III, the eligible

but very young heir of the wealthy Van Rensselaer family. Though the

audience cheers, Eliza and Angelica can’t help but feel that Peggy is leading

a rather ungraceful partner.

Amidst the dance, the sisters exchange thoughts about their unexpected

suitors. Eliza’s card features none other than Major John André, a British

loyalist with ties to her family’s past, causing her distress over her mother’s

matchmaking efforts. Meanwhile, Angelica's clever avoidance of her

mother’s interference has resulted in securing Mr. John Barker Church, a

man of dubious reputation and wealth who has captivated her attention.

Major André’s Entrance: 

When Major André claims Eliza for a dance, her heart flutters at his charm

and elegance. As they dance, he compliments her, making Eliza feel as

though she is gliding through the air, showcasing his smoothness and skill

on the floor. Their chemistry is palpable, leaving Eliza weak at the knees.

Meanwhile, Colonel Alexander Hamilton, noted for his handsomeness and

sharp wit, unexpectedly arrives next on her dance card. 
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Hamilton’s Proposal: 

As Eliza engages Hamilton, she struggles with her desire to remain aloof,

given her mixed feelings about him. Their banter reveals mutual tension;

Eliza is averse to Hamilton's British affiliations, while Hamilton seeks to

ease the tension between their families. The dance requires concentration,

and amidst the chaotic movement, a misstep leads to a little comedic

exchange about Eliza stepping on Hamilton’s foot.

Despite their differences, the moments shared between Eliza and Hamilton

begin to thaw her initial resentment, hinting at an underlying connection that

could spark future intrigue.

Final Thoughts:

As the chapter unfolds with lively descriptions of the dance, familial

dynamics, and the burgeoning romances of the Schuyler sisters, it captures

the essence of social life during this tumultuous period in history. Eliza’s

internal conflict and attraction to both Major André and Colonel Hamilton

blend the themes of duty, romance, and the impact of war on personal lives,

leaving the reader anticipating the evolution of these relationships amidst the
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trials of the era.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of connection and joy amidst struggles

Critical Interpretation: In the face of adversity, much like the

characters in the celebration at the Schuyler Ballroom, it is essential

for you to seek connections with others and cultivate joy in your life.

This chapter highlights how maintaining traditions and celebrating

together, even during tough times, can strengthen relationships and

provide solace. Allow yourself to embrace moments of laughter,

camaraderie, and love, for these connections will not only uplift your

spirit but also remind you that even when the world seems chaotic,

there is beauty and strength in the bonds you share with those around

you.
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Chapter 8: Gauntlet (Or Handkerchief?) Thrown

Chapter 7: Gauntlet (Or Handkerchief?) Thrown  

*Schuyler Ballroom, Albany, New York, November 1777*

As the evening unfolded in the vibrant Schuyler Ballroom, the energy from

the dancers intensified, with military officers showcasing their splendid

uniforms adorned with medals, and flirty interactions intensifying among

young ladies. Amidst the chaos, Alex Hamilton gracefully navigated the

festivities, indulging in mulled cider steeped in apple brandy, while regaling

the ladies with tales of his valor on the battlefield.

However, his attention was drawn away when he spotted the captivating

Schuyler sisters: Angelica, Peggy, and most notably, Eliza, whose sharp wit

and modest attire set her apart. Eliza’s unapologetic demeanor and scathing

remarks about Hamilton endeared her to him even more, igniting his

curiosity and desire. This fascination grew, especially as he watched her

dance with Major André, a British officer who had effortlessly enchanted the

ladies of Albany.

Amidst attempts at flirtation with other young women, Alex found himself

embroiled in an escalating confrontation with a boorish man named

Peterson. A veteran nursing a wooden leg, Peterson was drunk and
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belligerent, belittling Alex’s reputation and questioning his commitment to

the war effort due to his clerical duties. Tension rose as Peterson disparaged

Eliza for her intelligence and modest background, provoking Alex's

protective instincts.

Support from onlookers—including Stephen Van Rensselaer and John

Church—served to bolster Alex against Peterson’s insults. Eliza herself

interjected with poise, clarifying misconceptions and further defending her

station. As tempers flared, Alex demanded an apology from Peterson, who

begrudgingly complied, fueled by embarrassment rather than sincerity.

Ultimately, Peterson stormed off, leaving the atmosphere tense yet

triumphant for Alex and Eliza.

After the turmoil, Eliza expressed her gratitude to Alex for standing up for

her, sparking a moment of genuine connection between them. Although

Alex's feelings ran deeper, he recognized the significance of decorum in

their relationship, leading him to step back as Eliza returned to her dance

partner.

As the evening concluded, Alex was shown to his unconventional

lodging—a barn filled with hay—as he prepared to settle for the night. A

moment later, he received a cherished handkerchief from Rodger, General

Schuyler’s valet, only to discover a note tucked inside, invoking a sense of

exhilaration within him. It read: “Wait for me. The hayloft. After the ball.”
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Caught in a mix of excitement and doubt, Alex climbed the ladder to the

loft, desperate and hopeful for this rendezvous with Eliza. However, as dawn

approached, he was abruptly awakened—not by Eliza's arrival—but by a

rooster's energetic fluttering, leaving him to face the realities of his situation

as the sun came up. The promise of evening had dissolved into the chaotic

dawn, but the spark of potential in his connection with Eliza remained

glimmering in the early light.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Reconnaissance

Chapter 8: Reconnaissance

In February 1780, Eliza Schuyler finds herself jostling in a wooden-wheeled

carriage traversing the bumpy, frozen roads of rural New Jersey, bound for

Morristown. She is accompanied by her chaperone, Mrs. Jantzen, a fussy

and nervous woman burdened with an overpowering collection of whale oil

products meant for General Washington. The uncomfortable journey is

complicated further by the smothering heat and smell inside the carriage,

which Eliza finds nearly unbearable.

Eliza's trip is a chance for her to assist her Aunt Gertrude, who is working as

a nurse alongside Dr. Cochran—inoculating soldiers against smallpox during

the army's winter quarters. Eliza’s mother, concerned for her daughter's

safety amid reports of rowdy soldiers, insisted on a chaperone to accompany

her. Eliza views this as unnecessary, believing she can hold her own,

especially as General Washington and his troops will be nearby, making it a

relatively safe trip.

As they continue onward, Eliza reflects on her aunt’s resolve and her desire

to take part in the crucial inoculation efforts, hoping to contribute to the war

effort in meaningful ways despite her inability to fight. She is determined to
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be of service, knowing that the army has been overrun with diseases.

However, the carriage hits a rough patch, causing it to break down. The rear

wheel shatters, and Mrs. Jantzen tumbles over in her seat. The ensuing chaos

and the older woman's subsequent injury lead to the realization that they can

no longer proceed as planned. With Mrs. Jantzen’s ankle sprained and

unable to ride, Eliza offers to walk the remaining five miles to Morristown,

wishing to reach safety for her injured chaperone.

Their unfortunate predicament takes a turn when a soldier on horseback

approaches. To Eliza's relief, it is Colonel Alexander Hamilton—well-known

for his intelligence and military prowess, recently involved in General

Schuyler's court-martial. Although she has not shared any romantic thoughts

concerning him, his presence instantly elevates the situation. Hamilton offers

to give Eliza a lift, easing her journey as she prepares to face her new

endeavors in Morristown.

Thus, the chapter encapsulates both the challenges women faced during

wartime and Eliza's strong determination to play an active role in supporting

the Revolution. Hamilton’s appearance promises new dynamics for Eliza,

intertwining themes of personal ambition and patriotism amid the larger

backdrop of the American fight for independence.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Knight in Shining Armor

### Chapter 9: Knight in Shining Armor

In the wintry landscape of rural New Jersey in February 1780, Alex

Hamilton, a young cavalry officer, finds three stranded travelers on a

desolate road. He eases his horse Hector closer and confidently offers a hand

to Eliza Schuyler, the daughter of General Schuyler and known for both her

beauty and intelligence. As darkness begins to close in, Eliza, despite her

embarrassment over needing assistance, accepts the offer to mount the horse.

The scene is tense yet humorous, as the men around her awkwardly turn

their backs, leaving Eliza to navigate her complicated dress, which is not

suited for riding. Her chaperone, Mrs. Jantzen, locked in place on her horse,

expresses her dismay at the situation.

Determined not to let her pride hinder her, Eliza awkwardly adapts her dress,

tearing layers until she can ride more comfortably. While the men wait,

Eliza stubbornly asserts her control over the situation, firmly instructing

Alex not to touch the reins, and maintaining a sense of authority despite the

discomfort of the circumstance. The banter between Alex and Eliza reveals

the tension in their relationship, a blend of mutual respect and

unacknowledged attraction.
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As they ride, both characters find themselves physically and emotionally

entangled. Alex, seated behind Eliza, grapples with the sensations her

presence evokes, while trying to maintain a gentlemanly demeanor. Eliza,

confident in her riding, works to assert her independence, yet can’t ignore

the undeniable chemistry building between them. Conversations drift from

pleasantries to banter about past encounters, a court-martial that had

tarnished General Schuyler’s reputation, and the complexities of military

politics.

Throughout their dialogue, Eliza’s initial animosity toward Alex, which

stemmed from their last meeting, begins to thaw as they navigate their

shared history. Alex apologizes for his role in the political machinations that

affected her family, revealing a more vulnerable side. Their exchange

illustrates both the personal and political tensions of the time, as Eliza's

understanding of her father's actions evolves in light of Alex’s explanations.

However, the air grows thick with unresolved feelings, particularly when a

misunderstanding arises over a handkerchief Alex claims she sent back,

which leads to a cascade of humorous accusations about secret notes and

romantic intentions. The accidental mischief by a mutual acquaintance,

Peterson, behind the handkerchief serves to deepen their connection, even as

it highlights the absurdity of societal expectations placed on them.

As the night deepens around them, Alex's attempts at flirting turn awry, and
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Eliza becomes frigid, asserting her disdain for his insinuations. Tension

mounts; she demands silence from him, reflecting the struggle between the

familiarity they are building and the societal boundaries that restrain them.

This ongoing interplay of attraction and repulsion establishes a backdrop of

tension that underlies their ride toward the army's winter quarters, hinting at

both the challenges ahead and the possibility of a burgeoning connection

forged through adversity and misunderstanding. 

By the end of the chapter, Alex finds himself entrapped in the very silence

Eliza requested, recognizing that even the most eloquent words fail him in

the face of their charged dynamic, leaving a sense of anticipation for what

might unfold between them as they continue their journey.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Lean in to Me

Chapter 10: Lean in to Me

In the quiet, snowy night of February 1780, as the moon was hidden by

clouds, Eliza Schuyler rode on Hector, a sturdy warhorse. Initially unsettled

by the presence of the long skirts behind her, Hector came to trust Eliza's

gentle touch. Despite the cold, Eliza's mind was tumultuous, filled with

thoughts of her recent altercation with Alex, who had accused her of an

impropriety she would never commit. 

The young colonel's belief that she was capable of sending clandestine notes

and engaging in flirtatious behavior baffled her. Eliza recalled how she and

her sisters had playfully embarrassed a young aide-de-camp earlier, which

might have led to misconceptions about her behavior. Complexity roiled

within her, torn between indignation at Alex's accusations and an undeniable

understanding that her own actions could have been construed as flirtation.

Yet, amidst her frustration, she also felt a strange comfort knowing Alex had

kept something—a handkerchief she had once tucked away for safekeeping.

This realization warmed her despite the freezing weather. Eliza tried to

harness her anger against the chill in the air but found it ineffective as her

body began to succumb to the cold. 
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Just as despair threatened to overcome her, Alex, sensing her discomfort,

urged her to lean against him, promising to take the reins. Eliza surrendered

to the weariness, leaning into his warmth, a sweet memory flashing in her

mind of dancing with him in the parlor of her family home. The rhythm of

the horse's hooves and the sounds of the night lulled her, and she dozed off

in Alex’s embrace, a sense of safety enveloping her.

When she awoke later, nestled in his arms, she wondered where he had come

from. Alex hushed her with gentle reassurances, and she found solace in his

words. They soon approached the Cochran residence, where flickering

campfire lights illuminated the surroundings and the familiar scent of horses

stirred Hector to excitement.

Upon reaching the home of her relatives, Alex assisted Eliza in dismounting,

but her frozen legs betrayed her, and she nearly collapsed. He quickly caught

her, carrying her inside as Mrs. Cochran rushed out to greet them. A flurry

of activity ensued as Eliza was tended to with blankets and warmth, and

Mrs. Cochran expressed her concern over Eliza's well-being. In the midst of

the fuss, Alex quietly slipped away, torn between his desire to support Eliza

and the need to respect her family space. 

This chapter captures a turning point in Eliza and Alex's relationship,

marked by vulnerability, warmth, and an unspoken connection that
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complicates both their feelings amid the harsh backdrop of war and cold.
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Chapter 12: Absent Without Leave?

### Summary of Chapter 11: Absent Without Leave?

In February 1780, Eliza Schuyler arrives at her Aunt Gertrude's home in

Morristown, New Jersey, after a chilly journey. Her aunt playfully asks

about Colonel Hamilton's carrying Eliza into the house, evoking blushes

from Eliza, who feels a mixture of embarrassment and confusion about the

colonel's attentions. Exhausted from her ordeal, Eliza finds solace in her

aunt's home, only to wake the next day feeling ill with fever. 

Her uncle, Dr. John Cochran, prescribes bed rest, but Eliza manages to spend

some time in the parlor, exchanging pleasantries with Aunt Gertrude in a

beautiful room filled with elegance and warmth. The room features portraits

of the previous owners, the Kitcheners, whom Aunt Gertrude reveals had

vacated the house as loyalists when it was taken as a military prize. Eliza

feels a pang of pity for their loss, echoing her own feelings about her

family's destroyed home in Saratoga.

Aunt Gertrude, preoccupied with sewing military uniforms, hints at gossip

when a butler announces Colonel Hamilton's arrival to inquire about Eliza's

well-being. Although Eliza is averse to seeing him right away, she

appreciates his concern. Aunt Gertrude's curiosity escalates as she posits that
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Colonel Hamilton might have known about Eliza's trip before it occurred,

suggesting a potential romantic interest. This thought embarrasses Eliza,

who struggles to navigate her feelings.

The conversation deepens as Aunt Gertrude asks whether Eliza has met

Hamilton before. Eliza recalls a past encounter but downplays its

importance. In the ensuing discussion, her aunt highlights the potential

affection Hamilton might harbor for her, contrasting it with her own

misgivings and uncertainty about his interest. 

Eliza insists that while Hamilton is admirable, he isn’t for her, leading Aunt

Gertrude to gently caution her not to underestimate her own value. The

chapter culminates in a poignant reminder that true affection is about mutual

pursuit, with her aunt encouraging Eliza to recognize her worth in the eyes

of one who aspires to win her heart.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 13 Summary: Bold Moves

In February 1780, amidst the winter struggles of the Revolutionary War,

 Alexander Hamilton finds himself juggling military correspondence and

unrequited love from his post at the Continental Army's headquarters in

Morristown, New Jersey. As Washington's staff member fluent in French,

Hamilton's role involves crafting lengthy letters from the General's terse

messages to French military leaders and nobility, crucial to maintaining their

support in the war despite the lack of immediate benefits for France.

In one of these letters, Hamilton writes to his best friend, John Laurens, a

lieutenant colonel back in South Carolina. Their friendship is evident as they

swap military news and personal matters, the latter of which reveals

Hamilton's ongoing infatuation with Eliza Schuyler. This romantic tension is

complicated by her connection to General Schuyler, who is undergoing a

trial, leading Hamilton to refrain from pursuing Eliza directly for the time

being. Laurens encourages Alex to take "bold moves," suggesting he

intercept Eliza's carriage when she visits Morristown. However, an

embarrassing encounter on that occasion makes Hamilton doubt his chances

with Eliza.

As Hamilton reflects on his feelings for Eliza, he recalls their previous

interactions that sparked his attraction. She is spirited, witty, and strikingly

beautiful—all qualities he admires. Yet, he wrestles with uncertainty,
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contemplating whether Eliza's indifference is genuine or a playful challenge

to elicit his interest. Despite the confusion, Hamilton's determination

remains unwavering; he is set on winning her heart.

One cold, snow-filled night, Hamilton decides to keep watch near the

Cochran residence, where Eliza is currently staying, hoping for a glimpse of

her. Concealed in the shadows, he is anxious yet resolute. When a sudden

commotion with his horse, Hector, exposes him, Dr. Cochran emerges to

check on him. Hamilton cleverly fabricates an excuse regarding a supposed

highwayman to justify his presence. The conversation with Dr. Cochran

reveals both his concern for Eliza's safety and the subtle hints about his

feelings, particularly when he learns that his visit will be mentioned to her.

As the night draws on and Hamilton prepares to depart, the flickering

candlelight in Eliza’s bedroom extinguishes, leaving him with lingering

thoughts of her and hope for a future visit. Through this blend of duty and

desire, Hamilton navigates the complexities of love amidst the backdrop of

war, exemplifying his character's determination and romantic spirit.
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Chapter 14 Summary: There Is No Inoculation Against
Love

### Chapter 13: There Is No Inoculation Against Love

In February 1780 at the Continental Army Headquarters in Morristown, New

Jersey, Eliza Schuyler has recovered from a brief illness and is eager to

contribute to the war effort. Dr. Cochran praises her newfound vitality, and

Eliza expresses a desire to assist her Aunt Gertrude in administering

smallpox inoculations to soldiers. This procedure is crucial as many troops

are apprehensive about the inoculation, a relatively new health measure.

Eliza herself has been inoculated before, as ordered by General Washington

to protect the American troops during the smallpox epidemic.

Eliza reflects on her family's experience with the inoculation, recalling how

her father, General Schuyler, had bravely volunteered himself and his family

to demonstrate the procedure's safety. Initially, her mother, Catherine

Schuyler, was hesitant to allow their children to be used for such a

dangerous experiment, but when convinced of its importance, she consented

and even participated alongside her children. Eliza remembers the

experience fondly, viewing the treatment with an air of fascination,

especially the mystery and ritual surrounding the inoculation materials.
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In preparation for her new role, Eliza observes Aunt Gertrude as she

efficiently sets up the inoculation process. The two women will together

treat four hundred soldiers over the next few days. Eliza quickly becomes

adept at the procedure, offering warmth and reassurance to the nervous

soldiers as they line up outside the medical tent. The cold air is dispelled by

her kindness, transforming the experience from one of fear to relief, and

Eliza's effectiveness earns her praise.

On the fifth day of inoculations, a familiar face appears: Colonel Alexander

Hamilton. His late arrival adds a touch of unexpected excitement for Eliza,

prompting her to feel a flutter of nerves. Having stripped down to mere

shirtsleeves, Hamilton's presence becomes even more real to her. As Aunt

Gertrude prepares his treatment, the tension between them is palpable, filled

with both mutual admiration and unspoken emotions. Eliza tries to keep her

composure as she performs the inoculation, attempting to maintain

professionalism despite their flirtatious banter.

Their exchange reveals a deeper bond: Eliza learns that Hamilton has been

keeping track of her whereabouts and that he missed her at various social

events. They share lighthearted banter about horses, sleigh rides, and mutual

feelings of jealousy—both personal and playful. The warmth of their rapport

complicates matters as Eliza’s heart betrays her longing to spend time with

Hamilton outside the confines of duty.
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When the procedure concludes, Eliza impulsively invites him for a sleigh

ride, their excitement radiating through the exchange. As Hamilton departs,

he easily captures Eliza’s attention and affection, leaving her slightly

flustered yet exhilarated. 

Once Hamilton is gone, Aunt Gertrude praises Eliza's efforts in the medical

tent, suggesting they celebrate with hot chocolate. Eliza tidies up the

remaining supplies, her heart still racing from the interaction with Hamilton,

pondering the growing affection she feels. The chapter closes with the

promise of camaraderie and possibilities, hinting at the undercurrents of love

brewing alongside the cold winds of winter.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Courage to Embrace Change Leads to Growth

Critical Interpretation: Just like Eliza, who stepped beyond her

hesitations to embrace responsibility during a crucial time, you are

encouraged to confront your own fears and uncertainties. The act of

willingly participating in the inoculation process, which was met with

skepticism by many, underscores the profound importance of courage

in driving transformative experiences. Every time you face a challenge

head-on and choose to support others, you not only grow personally

but inspire those around you to do the same, forging connections and

fostering communal resilience.
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Chapter 15 Summary: A Disease, an Affliction

### Summary of Chapter 14: A Disease, an Affliction

The chapter takes place in February 1780 in the cozy living room of the

Cochran family in Morristown, New Jersey, where the celebrated cook has

been busy making delightful scones despite the strict rationing of flour and

sugar. Eliza, a spirited young woman and daughter of a general, finds herself

reflecting on her recent encounter with Colonel Hamilton, an influential

figure in the American Revolution, his strong physique and captivating blue

eyes lingering in her thoughts.

As Eliza rests in the parlor, she engages her Aunt Gertrude in a conversation

about the recent inoculation they participated in—a procedure designed to

boost immunity against smallpox. Eliza, familiar with the scientific

background of inoculation, finds Aunt Gertrude's romantic view of medicine

amusing. Gertrude likens medicine to love, emphasizing that while the

surface may appear simple and theatrical, the true essence and efforts lie

beneath, much like the unseen work in affairs of the heart.

Eliza argues that while germs are tangible entities that can be treated, love is

an abstract feeling that cannot be manipulated or inoculated against. Aunt

Gertrude counters by suggesting that women must strategize in love, just as
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one would approach a medical ailment, to secure their own happiness in a

world where men often dictate social norms. Eliza continues to challenge her

aunt's views, insisting that love should not be twisted into a calculated affair,

yet Gertrude asserts that women must be prepared to navigate their own fate.

As their lively debate unfolds, Aunt Gertrude informs Eliza that they need to

carry out more inoculations on the officers at General Washington’s

headquarters, assigning Eliza the task with confidence in her abilities. Before

their conversation concludes, they are pleasantly interrupted by the arrival of

Eliza's sisters, Angelica and Peggy. The sisters reveal their intention to assist

in the war effort, having grown weary of life in Albany and eager for

engagement.

Amidst their brotherly banter, Peggy presents Eliza with a heartfelt letter

from their mother, detailing the dire financial and emotional consequences

faced by their family following the destruction of their Saratoga estate by the

British General Burgoyne. Instead of despairing, Eliza finds strength in her

sisters’ determination to contribute to the war effort as they commit to

supporting the soldiers.

The chapter closes with the sisters resolving to prepare for tomorrow's

inoculations, moving towards a sense of unity and purpose. In this moment,

the Schuyler sisters emerge not just as daughters of a prominent family, but

as active participants in the struggle for independence, each dedicated to
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pursuing their dreams alongside their commitment to their country's cause.

Their journey is just beginning, and as 1780 unfolds, they are poised to

contribute to the betterment of their nation and themselves.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of women navigating their own fate in

love and society

Critical Interpretation: In a world where societal expectations often

constrain choices, the resilience demonstrated by Eliza and her sisters

serves as a profound reminder that you have the power to shape your

own destiny. Just as they challenge the norms set before them, you too

can embrace your agency in love and life. By actively engaging in the

pursuit of your aspirations, rather than passively adhering to the roles

assigned to you, you can forge personal paths that lead to not only

happiness but fulfillment. The encouragement to strategize and make

informed choices reflects that love, much like any significant venture

in life, requires wisdom and proactive effort.
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Chapter 16: Ministering Angels

In the chapter titled "Ministering Angels," set in February 1780 at

 Continental Army Headquarters in Morristown, New Jersey, we follow

Eliza Schuyler and her sisters as they arrive at the Ford mansion, which

serves as General Washington’s headquarters. The mansion, once owned by

a local judge, is bustling with the energy of the army men, and Eliza feels a

mix of excitement and nervous anticipation about seeing Colonel Hamilton

again.

As they step inside, they encounter Corporal Weston and Lieutenant Larpent,

who awkwardly attempt to hide their ongoing arm wrestling match. After

introducing themselves, Eliza asserts their mission to provide smallpox

inoculations to the officers as mandated by Dr. John Cochran and General

Washington. The mention of their illustrious family name, connected to

General Philip Schuyler, immediately earns them respect from Weston and

Larpent.

Eliza displays newfound confidence, taking charge of the situation as she

instructs her sisters to help clear a workspace for the inoculations. This

marks a shift in her character, showcasing maturity and competence in a

setting that usually functions within the male-dominated sphere of the

military. She expertly organizes the men and prepares for the procedure,

reassuring the nervous Lieutenant Larpent about the treatment.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Their light banter reveals insights about the challenges faced by soldiers,

including the scarcity of rations and the dangers of smallpox. Larpent,

initially apprehensive about the inoculation, shares anecdotes of Colonel

Hamilton's bravery in battle, citing a heroic moment during the Battle of

Monmouth. This serves to elevate Hamilton’s status in Eliza's eyes,

deepening her admiration for him. Despite the humorous teasing from

Angelica, Eliza remains focused on her task while reassuring her sisters and

the young soldiers.

As Eliza administers the inoculations, tensions mount around the fear of

potential side effects. She acknowledges the risks associated with the

inoculation while emphasizing that the chances of succumbing to smallpox

without it are far greater. Her steadfastness and commitment to the cause

shine through as she conveys to Larpent that the procedure is essential for

their shared fight against the British.

The chapter concludes with Eliza applying the poultice, uplifting Larpent’s

spirits as she ties it in place, emphasizing that everything will turn out fine,

which encapsulates her nurturing yet capable personality in such grim times.

Overall, this chapter highlights Eliza’s growth, the camaraderie among

soldiers, and the urgent need for medical advancements amidst the struggles

of war, encapsulating themes of bravery, duty, and sisterhood.
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Chapter 17 Summary: More Than Two Years Later

### Summary of Chapters 8-14

Chapter 8: Reconnaissance  

More than two years after the events that shaped their lives, Eliza Schuyler is

on her way to Morristown, New Jersey, in a bumpy carriage driven by her

chaperone, Mrs. Jantzen. The journey is uncomfortable due to the bumpy

roads and the heavy scent of whale oil, which Mrs. Jantzen uses generously.

Eliza reflects on her mother’s insistence on her traveling with a companion,

especially following the recent troubles with soldiers in the area. Despite her

irritation with her chaperone’s perfume and condescension, Eliza’s mind is

occupied by her desire to contribute to the war effort. She plans to assist her

Aunt Gertrude and General Washington with smallpox inoculations.

As they travel, Eliza thinks about her family, particularly her uncle, who is a

physician at the encampment. When their carriage breaks down, leading to a

comedic series of events involving Mrs. Jantzen, they encounter Colonel

Alexander Hamilton, who offers to help. After some embarrassment

regarding her mode of travel and attire, Eliza accepts Hamilton's offer,

setting the stage for their reunion.
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Chapter 9: Knight in Shining Armor  

In the aftermath of the carriage mishap, Hamilton helps Eliza onto his horse,

Hector. They share a moment that reveals mutual attraction and previous

tension stemming from past encounters. Eliza feels both embarrassed and

empowered, recalling her earlier interactions with Hamilton at her mother’s

assembly and the court-martial trial of her father, General Schuyler, in which

Hamilton had played a role. Despite Hamilton's awkwardness, he expresses

his respect for her family and their dedication to the Revolutionary cause,

further complicating Eliza's feelings.

Their conversation provides a blend of banter and seriousness, hinting at the

complexities of their relationship shaped by past misunderstandings. Eliza

finds herself unexpectedly charmed by Hamilton despite their history, and as

they ride toward Morristown, she is at once excited and apprehensive.

Chapter 10: Lean in to Me  

As evening falls, Eliza starts to succumb to the cold. Hamilton offers

warmth and support, and as they share this intimate moment, Eliza's

thoughts drift to how their previous encounters have shaped their current

dynamic. She ultimately leans into Hamilton for warmth, feeling safe against

his body. This physical closeness causes a flurry of emotions, leaving Eliza

both reassured and confused about her feelings. When they finally arrive at
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her aunt’s residence, Hamilton helps Eliza down from Hector, once again

demonstrating his gallant nature, though Eliza struggles to reconcile her

feelings for him.

Chapter 11: Absent Without Leave?  

In the following days, Eliza battles a fever and reflects on the tumultuous

nature of her emotions regarding Hamilton. Despite her dreams of

independence and contributing to the war effort, she is conflicted about her

attraction to Hamilton and aware of the complexities involving their

families. Her aunt, Gertrude, teases her about her feelings while

simultaneously warning her to be vigilant about her romantic interests,

emphasizing that love requires strategy and care, much like medicine.

When Colonel Hamilton visits to check on her well-being, Eliza is caught

off guard. She faces the dual challenge of managing her feelings while trying

to stay composed in front of him. Their conversation is charged with tension

as they navigate the waters of their complicated history.

Chapter 12: Bold Moves  

Hamilton, plagued with thoughts of Eliza, consults his friend John Laurens,

contemplating his romantic intentions. He recognizes the necessity of

making a bold move but is apprehensive about whether Eliza might
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reciprocate his feelings. As he encounters Eliza again during inoculation

activities at Morristown’s encampment, he tries to find a balance between

being respectful and engaging in light-hearted banter—tension underlies

their interactions as they confront personal feelings amidst their national

duty.

Chapter 13: There Is No Inoculation Against Love  

Eliza takes on the responsibility of administering smallpox inoculations on

her own as Aunt Gertrude attends other duties, stepping into her role as a

capable young woman. The atmosphere is lively with the banter of officers,

showcasing both Eliza's confidence and cleverness in managing the soldiers'

concerns. Hamilton appears to sign up for an inoculation, catching Eliza off

guard. This playful and intimate moment allows her to reflect on their

ongoing attraction, especially as they jointly navigate their responsibilities.

Chapter 14: A Disease, an Affliction  

The arrival of Eliza’s sisters, Angelica and Peggy, injects new energy into

the household as they join Eliza and Aunt Gertrude in supporting the war

effort. The sisters tackle the challenges of their new mission with

camaraderie, further reinforcing their resolve to contribute. Angelica’s and

Peggy’s determination to help creates an uplifting atmosphere, highlighting

the importance of their roles within the broader scope of the Revolutionary
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War and offering a contrast to the stresses caused by their family’s

circumstances.

As they engage with the officers at headquarters, Eliza remains buoyed by

the sense of purpose provided by her sisters’ support. Their solidarity signals

a fresh start and the potential for love and legacy to flourish amid turmoil

and uncertainty. Eliza's continued interactions with Hamilton will prove

pivotal in the evolution of their relationship, set against the backdrop of their

shared commitment to the revolution.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Officers and Gentlemen

In February 1780, at the Continental Army Headquarters in Morristown,

 New Jersey, Eliza Schuyler is busy attending to soldiers who have come for

medical assistance. As she tends to the men, she is preoccupied with

thoughts of Colonel Alexander Hamilton, whose absence causes her both

disappointment and curiosity about his feelings toward her. This personal

conflict brews beneath the surface as she interacts with the younger officers,

who are clearly charmed by her and her sisters, Peggy and Angelica.

Eliza notices a stark contrast between the officers’ nervousness and the

enlisted men’s ease, suggesting a lack of understanding about the medical

procedures at hand. Despite the jovial atmosphere created by the eager

officers, Eliza longs for Hamilton's presence, contemplating their previous

encounters and what they might mean. Her mind drifts to her recent

agreement for a sleigh ride with him, revealing her burgeoning affection for

both him and his horse, Hector.

The atmosphere shifts dramatically when Colonel Hamilton's name is

mentioned. Eliza feels a rush of excitement but is quickly met with

disappointment when it becomes clear he is not in the room. This

disappointment is soon overshadowed by the arrival of two dashing officers:

Colonel John Laurens and Major General Marquis de Lafayette, both of

whom share playful banter and flattery that captivates Eliza.
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Laurens, a son of the president of the Continental Congress, displays a blend

of charm and bravado, immediately striking Eliza as someone who values

presentation and humor. Lafayette, on the other hand, introduces himself

with characteristic French politeness, further enhancing the social dynamic.

Their mutual attraction to Eliza becomes evident as Laurens makes a

light-hearted comment about her presence, while Lafayette balances his

demeanor with both gentlemanliness and teasing towards his friend.

Eliza introduces herself while cleverly sidestepping Laurens' advances by

claiming she is dealing with smallpox—an unexpected revelation that causes

both men to leap back in surprise. The light-hearted exchange reveals a

camaraderie among them, with Eliza skillfully navigating the flirtation and

displaying wit, further endearing herself to the officers.

As Eliza’s sisters, Angelica and Peggy, return, they contribute to the spirited

atmosphere with their own observations, showcasing the lively dynamic of

sisterhood. Angelica attempts to steer Peggy away, subtly signaling her

intentions for Eliza and Laurens to interact further, setting the stage for a

possible romance.

After the sisters depart, the conversation shifts back to Eliza and her

charming admirers. The playful banter continues as Laurens and Lafayette

debate the merits of smallpox inoculation—a serious topic layered with their
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playful personalities. Eliza holds firm in her advocacy for the procedure,

responding to their doubts with confidence.

The chemistry between Eliza and the officers is palpable, with Laurens

boldly offering his heart and Lafayette entertaining her with the prospect of

sharing a fine cognac from his estate. Eliza, taking the initiative to introduce

herself fully, gracefully declines the offer of hospitality, revealing her name

and leaving an impression on both men, particularly Laurens, who displays a

sudden interest when he learns her full name.

In this chapter, the setting weaves together themes of duty, attraction, and

the importance of personal interactions amidst the backdrop of war. Eliza's

conflict about Hamilton intertwines with new connections, illustrating her

strength and independence as she navigates her relationships in a world

shaped by the tumult of the American Revolution.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

In Chapter 17, titled “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner,” we find Eliza

 Cochran waking up to her Aunt Gertrude's visit, who brings coffee and

news about a dinner party that evening. Relieved to learn of the gathering,

Eliza is intrigued to discover that Colonel Hamilton will be attending,

bringing a rush of excitement as she contemplates her outfit. Aunt Gertrude

reveals their reasons for hosting the dinner: Stephen Van Rensselaer, a

wealthy landowner, is in town, along with other prominent figures like

Colonel Laurens and General Lafayette.

As the evening approaches, Eliza dresses in a lovely violet gown adorned

with gold and pearls, a dress chosen by her mother, which she views as a

blend of practicality and necessity in light of the event's formality. She even

opts for a wig, realizing the elegant transformation it provides. Upon

descending the stairs and entering the lavishly arranged dining area filled

with fine tableware and candlelight, Eliza’s spirits lift further. She sees her

sisters, Peggy and Angelica, with Van Rensselaer already engaged in

conversation about his expansive landholdings, while Eliza privately

expresses concern that Peggy might become trapped in a dull marriage

simply due to Van Rensselaer's wealth.

The conversation shifts when Angelica reveals that her admirer, John

Church, is on his way and might propose. This revelation excites Eliza,
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prompting discussions about Church's mysterious profession in arms

dealing, which Angelica defends fervently, emphasizing that Church

supplies the Continental army while maintaining a British identity. Eliza

realizes that her sister's attraction to Church stems from his principles and

ambitions rather than mere rebellion against their parents’ wishes.

Just as the sisters engage in this fervent conversation about love and

aspirations, the arrival of their guests interrupts them, signaling the

beginning of their dinner party—a vibrant gathering of officers that promises

both anticipation and unexpected interactions ahead. The dinner gathering

serves not only as a platform for Eliza and her sisters to navigate their

personal relationships but also highlights the intertwining of personal lives

with the broader context of a nation at war.
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Chapter 20: Goose Is Cooked?

### Chapter 18: Goose Is Cooked?

Setting the Scene  

At the Cochran dinner table in Morristown, New Jersey, February 1780, the

atmosphere is lively as Dr. Cochran prepares to carve a brown duck, his

keen knife sharpening leading to playful banter from Marquis Lafayette.

Among the guests are Alex Hamilton and Miss Eliza Schuyler, who are

seated next to each other, and the mood is jovial, filled with laughter and

tempting dishes including duck, venison, and fresh oysters.

A Tantalizing Dinner  

As the evening progresses, the camaraderie among officers breathing life

into the hall is heartening for Alex. He admires Eliza’s grace, and as they

converse, she struggles to catch the French banter exchanged by Lafayette

and Laurens. Alex, charmed by her efforts and beauty, compliments her,

making her blush and filling him with hope. 

During dinner, Alex stands to propose a toast, humorously contrasting the

feast with the soldiers’ usual tavern meals. He acknowledges the essential
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work of the women present, including Eliza, cementing a bond of respect

and appreciation between them.

Intrigues and Awkward Moments  

After the toast, a moment of silence ensues as Eliza's cousin, Stephen,

awkwardly admits his reason for visiting: to see Peggy Schuyler. Despite

Angelica's teasing and Aunt Gertrude's efforts to lighten the mood, tensions

arise as Stephen seems out of place, and Peggy feels compelled to exit,

prompting concern for her feelings. 

Alex notes the dynamics at play, recognizing Angelica's sharper tongue,

contrasting it with Eliza's more compassionate nature. He leaves the table for

air, reflecting on the social intricacies of the evening, particularly his

deepening feelings for Eliza, while also continuing to weigh social standing

against personal affection.

A Gentle Intervention  

In the hallway, Peggy expresses frustration over her sister's teasing. Alex

advises her to openly communicate her feelings to her sisters, which she

finds persuasive and worth considering. This interaction further illuminates

Alex’s character as caring and insightful.
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Return to Dessert and Discussions  

Upon returning, dessert is served, and Laurens seizes the opportunity to

discuss a bold plan to free southern slaves willing to enlist in the fight for

independence. Alex, drawing from his experiences in the West Indies,

supports Laurens’ abolitionist sentiments and expresses a desire for General

Washington to adopt such measures. 

Eliza surprises Alex by revealing her strong support for abolition, affirming

the Schuyler family's commitment to equality. This moment creates a

significant connection between them, leading him to take her hand tenderly,

which does not go unnoticed by Mrs. Cochran.

Conclusion of the Evening  

As dessert is served, the lighthearted mood returns, marked by laughter and

the promise of sweet treats. Tension fades, giving way to a sense of budding

romance and proactive ideals shared between Alex and Eliza, setting the

stage for personal and social developments ahead. 

This chapter encapsulates the complex social dynamic of the time,

highlighting romantic entanglements against a backdrop of revolutionary

ideals, leaving readers enchanted with the characters’ interactions and the

evolving emotional landscape.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Girl Talk

In February 1780, after a lively dinner party, Eliza Schuyler reflects on the

 captivating presence of Colonel Hamilton, recalling intimate moments that

sparked her affections. As she prepares for bed, her sister Peggy enters,

sharing a secret that she has found the man she wishes to marry, Stephen.

Though Eliza is surprised by her sister's certainty at such a young age, Peggy

passionately describes Stephen's sincerity and how he looks to her for

strength, contrasting him with more superficial suitors.

Their conversation reveals the dynamics of their family—Peggy fears their

father will disapprove of her choice due to Stephen's youth and status. Eliza,

despite her affection for Hamilton, finds herself supportive of Peggy's

feelings, recognizing the responsibility that comes with love. The discussion

shifts when Angelica, their clever and determined older sister, joins them,

bringing a hint of mystery with her arrival. 

When Peggy reveals her love for Stephen, Angelica playfully teases her

about it while also discussing her own romantic intentions with John

Church, a wealthy suitor who has finally proposed. Unlike Peggy's

uncertainty, Angelica is confident but detached, her primary focus being on

security rather than emotional connection.

As the sisters discuss their romantic pursuits, the dynamics of love, social
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expectations, and family loyalty emerge. Peggy expresses her concern over

their father's response to her relationship, while Angelica encourages her to

be proactive as she pursues her own path. The conversation shifts to Eliza,

hinting at her feelings regarding Hamilton, though she downplays their

significance. Peggy insists that kindness is essential in a partner, nudging

Eliza to consider Hamilton's virtues, despite his lack of fortune.

The chapter captures the interplay of sisterly bonds, aspirations, and societal

pressures, as each sister navigates her feelings and futures in a world where

love and status often collide.
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Chapter 22 Summary: First Comes Friendship

### Chapter 20: First Comes Friendship

Set in February 1780 at the Continental Army barracks in Morristown, New

Jersey, the chapter opens with Alex Hamilton’s friend, John Laurens,

visiting amid harsh winter weather. With snow preventing festive activities

such as sleigh rides and dinner parties, Alex finds himself balancing

meetings with General Washington and camaraderie with fellow soldiers.

Yet his time with Laurens is cut short as Washington insists on including

Laurens in important discussions due to his close ties with both men.

News arrives that General Clinton, the British commander, is shifting his

focus to the Southern states, planning to cut off vital resources, thus

threatening the American economy. Upon hearing this, Laurens expresses

his urgent need to return to Charleston, where his family and estate, Mepkin,

await him. Alex affectionately notes Laurens’s emotional connection to

Mepkin, seeing it as a cornerstone of who his friend is. After a heartfelt

farewell, Laurens advises Alex to pursue his feelings for Eliza Schuyler,

hinting that it’s time to act on his emotions.

The following morning, Alex faces a grim reality as he deals with

administrative duties and writes letters of condolence to families grieving
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fallen soldiers. The less severe winter conditions do not alleviate the

hardships faced by the army. Alex’s task is particularly distressing as he

reflects on the deaths occurring from disease rather than battle—a stark

reminder of the war’s toll on life.

Seeking an escape from his troubling responsibilities, Alex instinctively

heads to the home of the Cochrans, where Eliza resides. He meets her in a

cozy parlor, where she greets him with warmth amidst her sewing work.

Their conversation reveals her dedication to aiding the soldiers and her

uncertainty about her contributions. 

Eliza expresses her desire to visit the infirmaries to provide comfort to the

wounded, a notion Alex encourages, suggesting they go together. Their

budding connection is palpable as they journey to the infirmary. Alex

confides in Eliza about his worries regarding Laurens, revealing insights into

his feelings of doom surrounding the battle. Despite the somber subject

matter, Eliza listens with support, their camaraderie offering a tender

reprieve from the war’s weight.

As they walk, Alex begins to realize that his earlier intentions to woo her

might be unconventional, considering their destination. Yet, during this

shared experience filled with compassion for the soldiers, he acknowledges

the unique bond he is forming with Eliza, setting the stage for a deeper

relationship in times of turmoil.
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In a reflective moment, Alex muses about the nature of love during wartime,

realizing that while these circumstances seem extraordinary, it may actually

be Eliza herself who stands out as exceptional in his life. Thus, the chapter

encapsulates the intertwining of friendship and emerging romance against a

backdrop of impending conflict, showcasing how the specter of war can

shape relationships in profound ways.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Soldiers and Suitors

Chapter 21: Soldiers and Suitors

In February 1780, Eliza visits the C Infirmary in Morristown, New Jersey,

which is a converted barn unsuitably adapted for the care of sick soldiers.

Despite the presence of a few cast-iron stoves, the facility is freezing,

housing twenty ill men whose weak breaths create visible puffs of vapor in

the cold air. Eliza, concerned about the conditions, makes notes on what

supplies are needed, prompting curiosity from Colonel Hamilton, who

accompanies her. As they converse, their mutual attraction becomes evident,

though Eliza focuses primarily on the dire situation of the soldiers.

Eliza is excited to see Corporal Weston, a former patient she had inoculated

against smallpox. He reveals that he fell ill after the inoculation, and they

discuss the insufficient heating and the tragic reality of soldiers dying from

their injuries. Eliza empathizes with the patients, particularly a Private

Wallace, who shares his story of losing a limb yet still displays hope for his

future after the war. The soldiers express their boredom and isolation,

motivating Eliza to commit to visiting the infirmary daily to provide

companionship and alleviate their suffering through storytelling.

As darkness falls, Eliza thanks Colonel Hamilton for bringing her to the
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infirmary, realizing that their bond has deepened. Their playful banter

alludes to romantic feelings, and Eliza finds herself enjoying his company

more than she anticipated. The conversation also reveals the urgency of

relationships amidst a war-torn backdrop, emphasizing how quickly feelings

can develop.

Upon returning home, Eliza is met by her excited sister Peggy, eager to hear

about her time with Colonel Hamilton. Their conversation shifts to

Angelica's suitor, John Church, who is expected to propose a marriage

blessing from their father, a topic fraught with complications due to John’s

British background and questionable reputation. As Angelica ponders the

possibility of eloping with John, Eliza and Peggy express surprise and

concern. Angelica considers marriage in practical rather than romantic

terms, suggesting she prioritizes stability and prosperity over youthful

passion. The chapter closes on the tension between duty, love, and the harsh

realities of war, leaving Eliza to contemplate her own romantic feelings

emerging for Colonel Hamilton while her sisters navigate their respective

futures.

Element Summary

Setting February 1780, C Infirmary in Morristown, NJ, a converted barn for sick
soldiers.

Conditions Freezing facility housing twenty ill men; urgent need for supplies noted
by Eliza.
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Element Summary

Characters Eliza, Colonel Hamilton, Corporal Weston, Private Wallace, Peggy,
Angelica, John Church.

Eliza's
Commitment

Eliza plans to visit the infirmary daily to provide companionship and
storytelling for soldiers.

Emerging
Relationship

Mutual attraction between Eliza and Colonel Hamilton grows; playful
banter indicates deepening bond.

Family
Dynamics

Peggy is eager about Eliza's time with Hamilton; conversation about
Angelica's suitor introduces tension.

Angelica's
Dilemma

Angelica considers eloping with John Church, focusing on stability over
romantic love due to his controversial reputation.

Conclusion The chapter ends on themes of duty, love, and the impact of war, as
Eliza reflects on her feelings for Hamilton.
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Chapter 24: Sweet Nothings

In February 1780, in Morristown, New Jersey, Alexander Hamilton,

 renowned for his eloquence, sought to express his feelings for Elizabeth

Schuyler (Eliza) through letters to her sister, Peggy. In these letters, he

effusively praised Eliza’s beauty, intellect, and love for nature, portraying

her as the embodiment of his ideal partner. He urged Peggy to encourage

Eliza to study French, hoping to share intimate conversations in a language

of their own. However, Peggy straightforwardly suggested that Hamilton

simply confess his feelings directly to Eliza.

Taking Peggy's advice to heart, Hamilton invited Eliza to join him at a

bonfire on South Street. The evening was alive with the sweet smell of

burning pinewood and lively music, creating a warm, inviting atmosphere.

As they stood close together, Hamilton wrapped his arm around Eliza to

keep her warm and whispered sweetly to her, calling her "Betsey," a name

that signified their growing closeness. Eliza playfully challenged him to take

her on a sleigh ride, hinting at her interest but maintaining a coy demeanor.

Their banter reflected a strong, budding connection, though Eliza noted that

their sister Peggy had been eager for Hamilton's attention, highlighting the

blossoming romance.

The mood shifted when Major John André, a distinguished British officer,

unexpectedly approached them. His appearance was somewhat ill-timed, as
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he was purportedly on the mend from an illness but seemed to be in a hurry

to leave. This led Hamilton to suspect that André was concealing something.

When Eliza revealed that André had once proposed to her, Hamilton's

demeanor changed, his jealousy flaring as he recalled how many dances they

had shared. However, Eliza reassured him that she had not accepted his

proposal, viewing her past admiration for André as a fleeting crush rather

than the foundation for a future.

Reflecting on her feelings for Hamilton, Eliza recognized that her admiration

for him stemmed from his dedication to his men and his ardent support of

the emerging nation. Unlike André, who represented the opposing British

forces, Hamilton aligned more closely with Eliza's values and aspirations for

a democratic future. As the night unfolded, Eliza made it clear that her

growing affection for Hamilton eclipsed any past infatuation, affirming that

her loyalty lay with him and the American cause.

In this warm, intimate setting, amidst the flickering flames of the bonfire,

Eliza's commitment to Hamilton became evident, laying the groundwork for

a deeper connection as they navigated their shared hopes for the future.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 25 Summary: Full Hearts, Empty Pockets

In Chapter 23, titled “Full Hearts, Empty Pockets,” we find Colonel

 Alexander Hamilton returning to Continental Army Headquarters in

Morristown, New Jersey, after a delightful evening spent with Eliza

Schuyler. Engrossed in his feelings for her, he loses track of time and

struggles to recall the night’s password, which is a bird name he's forgotten.

Instead, he humorously offers variations of Eliza’s name, showcasing his

romantic preoccupation. After a friendly reminder from Lieutenant Larpent

about the correct password, Hamilton manages to enter the headquarters,

albeit with embarrassment for having left his keys behind when he dashed

off to see Eliza.

The following day, Hamilton receives an invitation from Gertrude Cochran

to dine with her family. Knowing that Eliza and her sisters will be present,

he promptly accepts the invitation. Despite being busy with military

responsibilities and appeals for aid, Hamilton is buoyed by the prospect of

spending time with Eliza.

As he prepares for dinner, he makes a spontaneous choice to bring oranges

as a gift, cherishing their rarity in winter. Arriving at the Cochrans', he is

warmly welcomed, but finds himself momentarily derailed from his

intention to connect with Eliza when Aunt Gertrude insists on introducing

him to Eliza's suitors, Stephen Van Rensselaer and John Barker Church. The
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awkwardness continues as Angelica, Eliza’s sister, playfully questions

Hamilton's intentions towards Eliza, leading to a mix of tension and

amusement at the dining table.

Over dinner, Angelica’s humor turns sharper when she implies that

Hamilton’s modest background may unfit him as a suitor for Eliza, a young

woman from a distinguished New York family. Hamilton internally

processes this jab, noting the implicit pressures of societal status and family

expectations that weigh on both him and Eliza. He attempts to defend his

worth and status through an impressive recount of his connections, yet he

finds himself undercut by Angelica's clever verbal jabs. Despite the

light-hearted banter, the underlying tension regarding class distinctions and

familial expectations is palpable.

Amidst the dinner, Hamilton experiences moments of connection with Eliza,

who seems to reciprocate his feelings. The night winds down with laughter

and camaraderie until Hamilton makes his exit, only to be confronted by

Angelica, who frankly remarks on his lack of financial prospects. With this

revelation, she underscores the social barriers that loom over Hamilton's

burgeoning relationship with Eliza.

This chapter deftly explores themes of love, social status, and the

complexities of courtship during a time of political upheaval, illuminating

Hamilton's internal struggle as a man caught between his aspirations and the
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harsh realities of his origins. The interactions between characters weave

together moments of humor, challenge, and genuine affection, painting a

vivid picture of both the personal and social dynamics at play in

revolutionary America.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Mother’s News

### Summary of Chapter 24: Mother's News

In February 1780, Eliza Schuyler finds herself grappling with alarming news

from her mother, shared through a letter read aloud in her cozy bedroom in

Morristown, New Jersey. After ensuring their Aunt Gertrude is asleep, Eliza

and her younger sister Peggy join their older sister Angelica to discuss the

weighty matters at hand.

Angelica hands over their mother’s letter, which reveals the family's

precarious financial situation. General Schuyler's estate at Saratoga is

suffering due to the ongoing war, leaving them on the brink of ruin. Their

mother urgently advises Angelica to marry well and quickly to secure their

futures. While it is noted that their cousin Margarita is engaged to a young

Van Rensselaer, uncertainty looms over that match due to the family's

deteriorating conditions.

Their mother expresses concern about Eliza's involvement with Alexander

Hamilton, who had previously prosecuted their father, despite Eliza's

genuine feelings for him. The letter suggests that Hamilton is an

inappropriate match, prompting a more suitable alternative: Henry

Livingston, who is being brought in to potentially marry Eliza. Their
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mother’s intentions become clearer as she mentions that Henry will arrive

soon for a visit.

Eliza is horrified by the prospect of marrying Henry—a boy she barely

remembers having once tormented her. Meanwhile, Angelica announces her

plan to elope that very night with John Church, who is a business

acquaintance capable of providing for her. Dressed in a traveling gown,

Angelica is determined to fulfill her own desires for love and respect, even if

that means defying their mother’s direct wishes about marriage.

The sisters confront the harsh reality that Eliza’s fate is seemingly sealed.

While Peggy attempts to console her, reminding her of their mother’s plan

and its implications, Eliza feels trapped—her heart is still with Hamilton, yet

the pressures of familial honor and financial survival weigh heavily on her.

Eliza’s rebellious spirit ignites as she vows not to let Henry lay a finger on

her hair, foreshadowing a struggle against the destiny her family seeks to

impose on her. 

Thus, Eliza finds herself entwined in a web of expectations, love, and

financial desperation—a complex interplay of personal desires and familial

duty that mirrors the tumultuous context of revolution-era America.
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Chapter 27 Summary: No Guts, No Glory

In the chapter titled "No Guts, No Glory," set in March 1780 at the

 Continental Army Headquarters in Morristown, New Jersey, the recent

elopement of Angelica Schuyler with John Barker Church sends ripples of

gossip throughout the encampment. General George Washington

humorously reflects on the speed of such news compared to military

intelligence, highlighting the personal lives that intersect with the ongoing

struggles of war.

Angelica, a bright and ambitious young woman, sought a partner who could

elevate her status in society, and Church, with an air of charm and romance,

seemed to fit the bill despite his mysterious past. Their union signals a

complex relationship, as recognized by the French General Lafayette, who

suggests that while they will challenge each other, their relationship has the

potential to thrive if they can navigate their fiery personalities.

Alexander Hamilton receives this news from Eliza Schuyler, who offers him

a note to apologize for Angelica's earlier confrontation regarding his

intentions. The correspondence is formal, emphasizing the distance between

them, and leaves Alex in a state of anxiety about Eliza’s feelings. He reflects

on the societal expectations of the Schuyler family regarding wealth and

status, acknowledging his modest means compared to their aspirations. He

considers how figures like Benjamin Franklin have risen from humble
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beginnings to prominence, and while he possesses intelligence and skill in

numbers from his early mercantile work, he grapples with the moral

implications of wealth acquisition, particularly in the mercantile trade that

often profits at the expense of others.

His emotions intertwine with his ambitions, particularly regarding Eliza.

Alex feels conflicted about sacrificing his principles for wealth, fearing that

conforming to materialistic expectations could jeopardize Eliza’s respect for

him. He recognizes that glory earned in battle may offer a more honorable

path to earn both status and Eliza’s affections. Memories from his past

combat experiences flash through his mind, revealing his longing to prove

himself on the battlefield as a man of valor, not merely as a clerk. His past at

the Battle of Monmouth showcases his bravery, yet he remains haunted by

the fact that his actions are often overshadowed by his position as

Washington's aide, away from the heat of combat.

Driven by desperation to forge his own identity and valor, Alex seeks a

command in the army. He approaches General Washington, acknowledging

the general's role in shaping him as a soldier and expressing his passion for

leading men in the fight for democracy. Washington, however, appears

hesitant to let Hamilton step away from his indispensable role as a strategic

aide, citing the importance of both courage and caution in leadership.

Alex passionately argues that true service to their fledgling nation requires
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risking oneself on the battlefield rather than remaining primarily a desk

officer. Washington recognizes Alex's eloquence and bravery but expresses

reservations about granting him command, valuing his current contributions

too highly to replace him easily. As their conversation rises to a crescendo of

political and personal stakes, Washington agrees to consider Alex’s petition

but offers no guarantees. The meeting ends with Alex leaving the office,

aware that his aspiration hangs in precarious balance, further underscoring

the chapter's exploration of ambition, identity, and the search for glory

amidst the turbulent backdrop of the Revolutionary War.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The desire to prove oneself through courage and integrity

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, Alex's drive to earn glory on the

battlefield rather than conform to societal expectations of wealth

highlights that true fulfillment lies not in material gains but in the

pursuit of personal values and bravery. It inspires us to consider how

we can define our own success through actions that reflect our

principles. By facing challenges head-on, we can carve out our

identities and earn respect not just from others, but from ourselves,

reminding us that true glory comes from living authentically and

courageously.
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Chapter 28: Timing Is Everything

### Chapter 26: Timing Is Everything

In March of 1780, Eliza Schuyler walks through Morristown, New Jersey,

with Henry Livingston, a man she has just recently been betrothed to,

although they barely know each other. As they stroll among the town's

notable landmarks, including General Washington's office at the Ford

mansion and Jacob Arnold's tavern, Henry, now a tall young man with a

flamboyant personality, critiques the surroundings with a mix of humor and

lack of decorum. Their banter reveals the contrasting societal expectations of

the time regarding marriage and propriety, with Henry making crude jokes

that leave Eliza disconcerted.

As their walk continues, Eliza grapples with her feelings about their

impending marriage and her recent connection with Alexander Hamilton.

She reflects on how quickly her life has changed, especially given her

longing for Alex and the uncertainty surrounding their relationship. Just as

she ruminates on her feelings, Alex unexpectedly appears, rushing toward

her. His presence shocks Eliza and throws Henry off balance; it becomes

evident that there’s an awkward tension among them.

Henry blatantly announces the nature of his relationship with Eliza to Alex,
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leading to a strained interaction. Alex appears shocked by the news of the

engagement, and as Henry makes light of the situation, Eliza struggles to

maintain her composure. She tries to coax Alex into revealing why he had

come to see her, hoping for signs of affection or a change in their

circumstances.

When Alex finally discloses that he has received a command to go into

battle, the gravity of the situation crushes Eliza. She is torn by the honor of

Alex’s posting but filled with dread at the thought of him facing the perils of

war. Despite her unvoiced fears, she offers congratulations, wishing for

reassurance that he will remain safe. The moment is heavy with unspoken

emotions as they grapple with the intersection of duty, love, and the

unpredictability of their lives during the Revolutionary War.

As Eliza processes the news, Henry interrupts, carelessly pointing out that

Alex will miss their wedding. With all the tensions building and unexpressed

feelings between Eliza and Alex, this statement only exacerbates the

awkwardness, leaving her overwhelmed at the cruel twist of fate that has

brought them together at such a pivotal moment.
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Chapter 29 Summary: Command Performance

### Command Performance - Summary

Setting the Scene  

In March 1780, spring arrives in New Jersey, bringing renewal as nature

awakens from winter's grip. The landscape transforms with budding flowers

and melting ice, hinting at the optimism of the season—a stark contrast to

the looming conflict of the Revolutionary War, which appears inevitable.

New Leadership  

Amidst this renewal, General Washington announces that Alex Hamilton is

to assume command of the 3rd New Jersey Regiment following the death of

its leader, Colonel Elias Dayton, who suffered a grave injury in a skirmish.

The 3rd New Jersey, although the youngest regiment, is battle-hardened,

having participated in numerous campaigns, including the Battle of

Monmouth, where Alex was also injured. The regiment now faces a crucial

mission: they will be deployed to South Carolina where British General

Henry Clinton commands a substantial force aimed at capturing Charleston,

a strategic city with critical military presence and resources.
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Emotional Turmoil  

Alex grapples with the heavy responsibility of command, realizing that he

holds the lives of 728 men in his hands. Simultaneously, he faces personal

turmoil regarding his affection for Eliza Schuyler, who is set to marry Henry

Livingston, a man of greater status and fortune. Feeling crushed by this

impending loss, Alex confides in his friend, John Laurens, expressing a

desire to reject his commission, believing himself unfit to lead when he feels

such despair. He romanticizes combat as an escape from his heartache,

wishing for battle sooner rather than later.

Negotiations of War  

As winter passes, one of Alex’s significant tasks involves negotiating with

Wilhelm von Knyphausen, a Hessian general overseeing British forces in

New York City. With thousands of prisoners on both sides, conditions are

dire, and King George's disdain for American captives worsens their plight.

Although negotiations for a prisoner exchange have stalled for years, Alex

discovers that von Knyphausen is more amenable to action than General

Clinton. Washington refuses to meet with von Knyphausen on principle,

instead appointing Alex to lead this vital discussion, complicating his desire

to rush into battle and prolonging his stay in Morristown, filled with

reminders of Eliza’s engagement.
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The Journey to Amboy  

On a brisk April morning, Alex, accompanied by Lieutenant Larpent,

departs for Amboy, New Jersey to engage in negotiations. The tranquility of

their surroundings contrasts sharply with the gravity of their mission, as they

witness the simple life of civilians untouched by war.

A Distracting Send-Off  

During their ride, Larpent reveals a forthcoming celebration in Morristown

to honor Henry Livingston and Eliza's impending marriage. This news

distresses Alex further, deepening his sense of rivalry and heartbreak.

Despite his frustration, he attempts to maintain professionalism, steering the

conversation back to their urgent task at hand while reluctantly accepting the

lieutenant’s eager anticipation of the festivities.

Reflections on Duty and Emotion  

As they continue their journey, Alex is forced to reconcile his duty as a

military commander with his turbulent emotions regarding Eliza. Though he

feels anchored by the weight of responsibility, he also grapples with an

unrelenting personal struggle—a conflict between his professional

obligations and the heartbreak of unreciprocated love. Ultimately, their

mission not only stands to release thousands of soldiers but also profoundly
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impacts Alex's emotional landscape, intertwining personal with political

stakes as he rides into complex tensions ahead.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Hen Party

### Chapter 28: Hen Party

In April 1780, the Cochran residence in Morristown, New Jersey buzzes

with excitement, albeit in a rather limited manner. Kitty Livingston, the

sister of Eliza's fiancé Henry, is throwing Eliza a celebratory hen party

intended to commemorate their upcoming union. Unfortunately, due to short

notice and Kitty's unfamiliarity with the local debutantes, the guest list is

sparsely populated, featuring only Kitty, Peggy, Aunt Gertrude - who

promptly falls asleep by the fire - and the increasingly anxious Eliza.

Kitty compensates for the lack of attendees by dressing extravagantly in a

lavish laurel-green silk moiré gown, complete with a towering wig and

heavy makeup that makes her resemble a living, breathing version of

Galatea. Envisioning a future filled with lavish gatherings alongside Eliza,

Kitty excitedly plans their future events: “Catherine and Elizabeth

Livingston and their husbands” in a flourish of royal status and prestige.

Eliza, however, interjects, pointing out that after Kitty’s marriage, her

surname will change. Kitty dismisses this concern, determining that she will

only marry a man of equal or greater status, namely a Van Rensselaer or

Livingston. Peggy playfully likens choosing a husband to a long-term
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investment and teases Kitty for her ambitious matchmaking. Eliza, amused

and a bit exasperated by their banter, counters with a humorous comparison

to the unfortunate Habsburgs, who married within their family to the point

of deformity.

Meanwhile, Kitty mentions the festivities that Henry is organizing nearby

for young officers eager for a final celebration before the war resumes. The

world beyond their cozy gathering unfolds with intrigue as Eliza recalls her

earlier encounter with a corporal preparing the party, where she learned that

Henry had relocated sick patients for the festivities, showing his

commitment to the revelry over their well-being.

Lost in her thoughts, Eliza is jolted back to reality by Kitty’s voice, framing

her approaching marriage as a thrilling moment. Yet Eliza contrasts this

perceived joy with her inner turmoil, feeling as if she’s about to plunge into

an abyss rather than embark on a joyous occasion. Kitty attempts to soothe

her fears, assuring her that marriage is not a dire shipwreck, but rather a

manageable partnership, emphasizing the importance of societal duty and

preserving family fortunes.

Eliza questions this traditional view, arguing against the cultural shackles

that confine women to responsibilities that undermine love and personal

choice. Kitty insists that their role is to manage the home while men govern

the political sphere, but Eliza challenges this notion, yearning for a society
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that embraces love and personal agency. 

In a moment of vulnerability, Kitty acknowledges Eliza’s heartache

stemming from her unfulfilled romance with Alexander Hamilton,

suggesting that despite Eliza’s hopes, Hamilton never proposed and was

aware of the societal rules that would ultimately keep them apart. Kitty

implies that even a man of Hamilton's caliber recognized he wasn't good

enough to stand alongside Eliza in the face of societal expectations.

As the chapter unfolds, the layers of societal expectations, personal desires,

and the weight of heritage steep the atmosphere in tension. Eliza’s struggle

becomes not just about her impending marriage but about the very

foundations of love and duty in a new world striving for independence. The

chapter closes on this poignant note, highlighting the unequal balances of

power, love, and expectation in the life of a woman in the 18th century.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Tortoise and Hare

### Chapter Summary: "Tortoise and Hare"

Setting and Initial Conflict  

In April 1780, at Continental Army Headquarters in Morristown, New

Jersey, Colonel Alexander Hamilton faced a frustrating diplomatic setback

after failing to engage in meaningful negotiations with General von

Knyphausen, the British commander who stubbornly refused to meet anyone

beneath the rank of General Washington. This absurd rigidity among the

aristocratic military leaders, who were more concerned with rank than the

dire plight of the thousands of prisoners of war suffering in miserable

conditions, left Alex exasperated.

Adding to Alex’s woes was the impending wedding of Eliza Schuyler to

Henry Livingston, a man he viewed as less than deserving of her affection.

The thought of hearing wedding bells while being powerless to intervene

gnawed at him. Despite feeling miserable, Alex couldn’t dampen the spirits

of his cheerful assistant, Lieutenant Larpent, who was eager for the night's

festivities.

The Miserable Journey  
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Their return trip to Morristown was a miserable one, marked by relentless

rain and muddy roads, taking far longer than their journey to Amboy. Once

back at the Ford mansion, they discovered the place cold and stripped of

food and warmth, leading Alex to vent his frustrations humorously, albeit

darkly, about their predicament.

Working Together and Reflecting on Loss  

As they struggled to light a fire and warm up, a bond formed between the

two men through shared experiences of loss—both having lost their mothers

at a young age. Larpent’s resourcefulness in getting a fire going provided a

temporary respite, but Alex remained consumed by his failures—both as a

soldier and a suitor.

In a moment of reflection, Larpent encouraged Alex to attend the party that

was underway, though it was the celebration of his rival's upcoming

marriage. Despite his initial reluctance and curmudgeonly disposition, Alex's

anger and longing for Eliza prompted him to consider making a dramatic

move against Livingston.

An Escalating Situation  

After deciding against a direct confrontation and instead thinking of
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challenging Livingston to a duel to preserve Eliza's honor, Alex rushed to

the stone barn hosting the revelries. The chaotic atmosphere was far from

what he had anticipated, with intoxicated soldiers and scantily clad dancers.

Despite the deep anger within him, the chaos only muddied his focus.

When he finally consulted Corporal Weston, he learned shocking news:

Eliza had eloped, though Weston mixed up names and context, initially

leading Alex to believe it was Eliza who had run away—not her sister,

Angelica. The news struck Alex like a blow, leading him to impulsively

punch the drunken Corporal in frustration. Instead of feeling regret, he found

a momentary sense of relief in releasing his pent-up anger.

Conclusion  

As Alex stormed back into the rain, leaving behind the drunken laughter and

merriment of the barn, he was faced with the dawning realization that not

only had he lost Eliza, but he was also grappling with his own identity and

self-worth. The chapter closes on this frantic yet transformative note, setting

the stage for Alex's inner turmoil and the consequential actions he may take

to reclaim his agency in a situation that feels increasingly out of his control.
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Chapter 32: Taking Liberties

### Chapter 30: Taking Liberties

Setting the Scene  

It’s April 1780 in Morristown, New Jersey, and a wedding celebration has

wrapped up at the Cochran Parlor. Eliza Schuyler, who is caught between

familial duty and her own desires, decides to take charge of the cleanup after

her sister Peggy and their Aunt Gertrude head to bed. Eliza takes a moment

to reflect on her feelings while reading "Clarissa," a novel that explores

themes of autonomy and the struggles faced by women in her era.

Stewing in Conflict  

As Eliza reads, she recalls a poignant passage about the importance of a

woman’s freedom in choosing her fate. The words resonate deeply,

reflecting her own tumultuous emotions about her impending marriage to

Henry Livingston. Although she has a steadfast commitment to her family

legacy and societal expectations, Eliza feels trapped in a marriage she

doesn’t want—one that stands in stark contrast to her love for Alexander

Hamilton, who is off fighting in the war. Haunted by the knowledge that this

love remains unspoken while she prepares to marry another man fills her
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with despair.

A Surprising Visitor  

Suddenly, her thoughts are interrupted by the sound of someone in the

kitchen, which leads to the unexpected entrance of Henry Livingston, visibly

intoxicated and inebriated. His flirtatious demeanor quickly shifts as he

greets Eliza, causing her to question his state and his motives for visiting her

unannounced. Though she chastises him for bad luck traditions and his

drunkenness, the conversation takes a turn as Henry makes lewd comments

and becomes increasingly inappropriate.

Unraveling Tension  

Eliza, determined to maintain her composure, offers him hot chocolate to

dissuade him from his reckless behavior. Yet, his behavior escalates

unnervingly, revealing a darker side of his character as he tries to take

advantage of her vulnerability, assuming that their upcoming marriage

grants him leeway over her choices. Eliza’s protestations only provoke him

further, revealing the contentious nature of their relationship and the societal

pressures that dictate gender roles.

A Moment of Fear and Resistance  
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As Henry's behavior becomes increasingly aggressive, Eliza steels herself

and prepares to defend her autonomy. Desperate to regain control, she

brandishes the pot of hot chocolate as a means of asserting her boundaries.

The situation becomes dangerously tense as Henry verbally challenges her

resolve. Eliza, recognizing the peril of her situation, resolves to stand firm

against his advances, signaling a critical moment in her struggle against the

constraints of her circumstances.

Conclusion  

This chapter captures Eliza’s internal conflict as she weighs her duty against

her desire for freedom and agency. It highlights the societal expectations of

women during a pivotal historical period while showcasing Eliza's resilience

and the complexities of her relationships. The ominous encounter with

Henry serves as a catalyst for her growth, forcing her to confront not just the

whims of others but her own innermost feelings and desires. The stage is set

for Eliza to navigate her choices, ultimately asserting her autonomy in the

face of adversity.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 33 Summary: Heroes and Villains

Chapter 31: Heroes and Villains

In April 1780, Alex Hamilton finds himself in the dimly lit streets of

Morristown, New Jersey, reflecting on his tumultuous emotions after

attending Colonel Livingston’s party. Soaked from the rain and troubled by

thoughts of Eliza Schuyler's recent marriage to the insufferable Henry

Livingston, Alex feels an overwhelming mix of jealousy and resignation as

he walks through the quiet, hilly landscape—a landscape that represents the

new spirit of America.

While traversing this familiar yet somber terrain, he encounters the young

Stephen Van Rensselaer, who appears startled but cheerful. Their brief

conversation reveals Stephen's own recent engagement to Peggy Schuyler,

Eliza's sister, showcasing an unintended irony in their situation. As a young

man eager to join the fight for independence, Stephen shares his frustration

about being kept from enlisting by his father’s wealth and protection.

The conversation turns to the chaotic nature of the party he just attended,

which ends with them noticing signs of a disturbance at the Cochran

home—where the Schuyler sisters are gathered for their own event. Without

hesitation, Alex rushes inside to investigate when he hears disarray within.
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Upon entering, they are met with a shocking scene: Eliza is being

manhandled by Henry Livingston, who, upon seeing Alex, taunts him.

Enraged, Alex confronts Henry, delivering swift and violent justice upon

him. Just as he readies himself to challenge Henry to a duel for Eliza’s

honor, he hesitates, questioning if the marriage is indeed a reality.

With Eliza’s confirmation that she is still unwed, Alex experiences a surge

of hope amidst the chaos. However, the reality of Henry’s actions

complicates the situation. Desperate to protect her from marrying a man who

would mistreat her, Alex’s anger compels him to seek revenge; yet, he is

reminded by both Eliza and Stephen that such actions without honor would

only bring ruin upon himself.

Amid the tension, Eliza’s pleas for his safety pierce through Alex's fury.

Realizing their bond is still intact, they embrace, sharing a moment of

vulnerability where long-suppressed feelings surface. The distress of their

surroundings fades as they express their yearning for each other, igniting

dreams of a shared future far away from the turmoil of war and familial

expectations.

Reinvigorated by this tender exchange, Alex promises to fight for Eliza,

their love becoming stronger and more resolute against the backdrop of

impending conflict. The chapter closes with Alex vowing to be by her side
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no matter the obstacles ahead, underscoring the intertwining themes of love,

honor, and the trials of war that shape their destinies.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of standing up for those you love

Critical Interpretation: In moments of turmoil and chaos, like Alex

Hamilton's confrontation with Henry Livingston for Eliza's honor, we

are reminded of the profound impact of standing up for those we care

about. This chapter illustrates how love can drive us to act with

courage and conviction, motivating us to confront our fears and

protect our loved ones from harm. By embracing this principle, we can

find the strength to advocate for others and uphold our values even in

the face of adversity, ultimately forging deeper bonds of loyalty and

trust in our relationships.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 34 Summary: Best of Aunts and Best of Women

### Chapter 32: Best of Aunts and Best of Women

The tension surrounding Eliza escalates as she successfully postpones her

wedding by feigning illness, aided by her formidable Aunt Gertrude, a

renowned nurse in the Continental Army. While Eliza remains bedridden in

shock, Aunt Gertrude is outraged at the behavior of Colonel Henry

Livingston, who assaulted Eliza during a night of drunken revelry.

Determined to address the situation, Aunt Gertrude plans to write to Colonel

Livingston demanding he withdraw his marriage proposal. 

However, the response from Susannah Livingston, Henry's mother, only

infuriates them further. Susannah dismisses the incident as a mutual

indiscretion between young people caught in a chaotic war, suggesting that

Eliza's revealing attire somehow contributed to the assault. Aunt Gertrude

adamantly defends Eliza's honor, emphasizing that the real blame lies solely

with Henry. Moved and amused by her aunt’s fierce protection, Eliza

decides to inform her parents of the events, sending a letter while also

attempting to contact Alexander Hamilton, who has gone mysteriously

missing since the scandal.

As Eliza worries about Hamilton's absence, the following day brings
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Governor William Livingston to their door, where he brusquely demands

Eliza accept his son's proposal. Aunt Gertrude confronts him boldly,

refusing to allow her niece to marry a man who has shown such

dishonorable behavior. The Governor, angered by Aunt Gertrude's

accusations, threatens to ruin Eliza's family’s reputation, revealing

knowledge of their financial struggles and past scandals involving her

sisters.

Faced with this outrageous ultimatum, Aunt Gertrude remains unyielding

and brandishes a vial she claims contains a tincture of the great pox. The

Governor recoils in shock, and in a moment of fierce maternal instinct, Aunt

Gertrude threatens to use it against him if he does not leave. After a dramatic

standoff, the Governor flees, leaving both women empowered, though aware

that the reprieve may be temporary. 

As the dust settles, Eliza can’t help but feel anxious about Hamilton, whose

whereabouts remain unknown. Just then, Loewes, the footman, returns with

unsettling news; the horse Hamilton requisitioned has been found abandoned

at the Boone-Towne station, bloodied—signaling that something perilous

may have occurred. Eliza is left with an overwhelming sense of dread and

concern for Hamilton’s safety at a time when she needs him the most.
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Chapter 35 Summary: Ambush

Chapter 33: Ambush

In April 1780, as the American Revolutionary War continues to rage, Alex

faces a personal crisis involving Eliza Schuyler and her engagement to the

irresponsible Henry Livingston. Realizing that Livingston will not honorably

dissolve the engagement, Alex feels it is his duty to intervene. He knows it’s

up to the Schuyler family to end the relationship, and he races to Albany,

140 miles away, determined to reach them by Thursday evening.

Riding a fast Arabian horse which he commandeers as a colonel on General

Washington’s staff, Alex pushes through exhaustion as he travels the

familiar road. However, fatigue takes over, and he momentarily nods off in

the saddle. When he awakens, he is startled to find himself face-to-face with

three masked raiders on horseback. Thinking quickly, he realizes they are

likely British soldiers—Redcoats! 

As the raiders attack, shots ring out. Alex dodges a bullet that grazes his

shoulder and fights back, using his musket effectively. In a tense skirmish,

he manages to shoot one raider and incapacitate another with a bayonet, but

suffers further injury as he throws himself out of the way of a charging

horse. Ultimately, he emerges victorious but injured, his attackers lying dead
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or incapacitated on the road.

Searching the bodies, Alex discovers important documents revealing

treasonous communications between British Major John André and General

Benedict Arnold, a respected figure previously viewed as a hero. Realizing

the gravity of his find, Alex understands that he must report this information

but is also compelled to continue his journey toward Albany. 

Despite his pain, Alex manages to mount one of the raiders’ horses, moving

forward with a sense of urgency. After what feels like a long and arduous

ride, he eventually succumbs to exhaustion and loses consciousness.

He awakens in a luxurious bedroom belonging to a boy named Philip Junior,

who is around eleven years old. Although Alex has never met him, he

recognizes the Schuyler resemblance. Weakly, he asks how he came to be

there. Philip responds rather bluntly by calling for his father, implying that

Alex is seen not as a hero but as a deserter, marking a significant shift in

Alex's situation as he now finds himself in both physical and political peril.
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Chapter 36: Can’t-Runaway Bride

In "Can’t-Runaway Bride," set in April 1780 outside the Governor’s

 Mansion in Morristown, New Jersey, Eliza Schuyler faces what feels like a

life-altering moment — her impending marriage to a man she does not love.

As she prepares for the ceremony, trepidation washes over her, magnified by

the stunning yet suffocating wedding attire orchestrated by her friend Kitty.

The elaborate dress transforms her into an image of societal expectation

rather than her true self, prompting Eliza to question the sacrifices she must

make for the sake of conformity and her family's honor.

Eliza's internal struggle bursts forth as she contemplates her loss of

individuality and agency, equating her wedding day to a form of

imprisonment. Her conversations with Aunt Gertrude reflect the generational

tug-of-war between societal duty and personal desire. Aunt Gertrude, trying

to console her, emphasizes the necessity of the marriage for the family's

well-being against Eliza's fierce wish for autonomy.

As they travel to the ceremony, Eliza's observations of the lively spring

environment — a reflection of hope and rebirth contrasted with her bleak

emotional landscape — foreshadow her tumultuous thoughts. She becomes

increasingly aware of her situation, likening herself to a sheep led to

slaughter rather than a bride embarking on a new life.
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When they arrive and Eliza resists stepping out of the carriage, her rebellion

crystallizes. Aunt Gertrude insists on the importance of conforming to

societal norms, but Eliza’s spirit remains defiant, rooted in her belief that a

noble soul would not sacrifice their child in such a way. Just as despair

settles in, an unexpected twist occurs: Alexander Hamilton arrives, visibly

worn yet resolute. His heartfelt proposal, occurring amidst the chaos of her

wedding, signifies hope and the possibility of true love prevailing over

obligation.

With her family present and her heart urging her toward Alex, Eliza stands at

a precipice. Though she is momentarily speechless, this moment serves as a

turning point, potentially reshaping her path from one of suffocating duty to

one of passionate choice — embodying the conflict between societal

expectations of women in the 18th century and the pursuit of personal

happiness.
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Chapter 37 Summary: Here Comes the Groom

In the chapter titled "Here Comes the Groom," set in April 1780 at the

 Cochran residence in Morristown, New Jersey, tension and relief intertwine

as Eliza Schuyler confronts her beloved Alexander Hamilton. Alex has

returned after a harrowing journey from Albany, where he risked his life to

thwart Eliza's engagement to Colonel Henry Livingston, who he has

revealed to be a scoundrel. Exhausted from his efforts, Alex had arrived

delirious and bedridden, sparking Eliza's concern as she learns of his

perilous ride through rain and an ambush by British dragoons.

Mrs. Schuyler, Eliza's mother, filled with maternal concern, explains to Eliza

that Alex had traveled under extreme conditions, leading to his illness. Alex

recounts his desperate mission, explaining that he needed to expose Colonel

Livingston's true character to gain the Schuylers' consent to end the

engagement. His resolve was fueled by his love for Eliza, asserting that he

would risk his life repeatedly for her.

As discussions unfold, it becomes clear that Eliza’s parents had initially

misjudged Colonel Livingston, believing him to be a gentleman. However,

General Schuyler has just returned from negotiating with Governor

Livingston, successfully securing the release of Eliza from the engagement

without a public scandal, although the Colonel's actions have been deemed

reprehensible. 
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With the troubles resolved, General Schuyler hints at a brighter future,

teasing the possibility of a union between Eliza and Alex, referencing a

question Alex had posed before Eliza fainted from the strain of recent

events. Eliza, unsure but hopeful, looks to her parents for approval. Mrs.

Schuyler enlightens her daughter about the differing kinds of family

legacies, acknowledging the greatness in building a future alongside a

person of exceptional character like Hamilton.

Supported by her parents’ affirmations, Eliza's doubts dissolve, and she

joyfully accepts Alex's proposal, thus sealing their commitment to each

other amidst the backdrop of turmoil. Her enthusiastic declaration of "Yes!"

reflects their shared triumph and love, promising a hopeful future together

after navigating adversity, deception, and the weight of parental

expectations.
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Chapter 38 Summary: Poor Man’s Wife

Chapter 36 Summary: Poor Man’s Wife

In August 1780, amidst the backdrop of the American Revolution,

Alexander Hamilton finds himself grappling with the burdens of his past as

he navigates his relationship with Eliza Schuyler. Although he has achieved

success as General Washington's confidant and is on the cusp of marrying

into the prominent Schuyler family, insecurities from his childhood haunt

him. He fears that his humble beginnings may cast a shadow on their love

and questions whether he can adequately provide for Eliza as her husband.

During a brief return to Morristown, Alex encounters Eliza tending to her

aunt Gertrude's vegetable garden. As they speak, the idyllic scene contrasts

with Alex's deep-seated concerns about financial stability and the realities of

marriage. Eliza, bursting with enthusiasm for her gardening, unwittingly

prompts Alex to voice his fears about the practicalities of life as a poor

man’s husband. He is tormented by the belief that marrying him would

subject Eliza to a life devoid of luxury and security.

Eliza quickly reassures him, recalling the lessons she learned from her frugal

upbringing. She highlights the value she places on love, hope, and the

prospect of a shared future with him rather than material wealth. Despite
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Alex's apprehensions, Eliza confidently expresses her unwavering

conviction in his destined greatness, ultimately dispelling his doubts about

their union.

Through heartfelt dialogue, the depth of their bond emerges. Alex expresses

his fears of inadequacy, worried that he might disappoint her in the future.

Yet Eliza counters his worries with a steadfast declaration of her love,

affirming her commitment to him despite any challenges that may arise.

Their exchange solidifies the foundation of their relationship, intricate with

love, trust, and the promise of lifelong partnership amidst the uncertainties

of their world.
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Chapter 39 Summary: Wedding March

### Chapter 37: Wedding March

The long-awaited wedding of Eliza Schuyler and Alexander Hamilton

finally arrives on December 14, 1780, at the Schuyler Mansion,

affectionately called the Pastures in Albany, New York. After a tumultuous

nine-month wait influenced by the turmoil of war, Eliza wishes to distance

herself from the painful memories of Morristown—where she had both

fallen in love with Alex and faced the dread of potentially losing him.

The backdrop of significant military events plays a role in their union.

General Clinton’s intensified attacks led to the fall of Charleston, forcing

General Washington to retain Alex, his trusted aide-de-camp. The fallout

from the betrayal of General Benedict Arnold, a once-revered figure whose

espionage plot Alex helped thwart, adds to the somber atmosphere

surrounding the wedding. Major John André, falsely perceived as honorable,

pays the ultimate price for his involvement in Arnold’s treason, shaking

Eliza and Alex as the tragic toll of war claims more lives.

Amidst this chaos, Eliza longed for a moment of joy. By the end of

November, after weeks of anticipation and hurdles, Alex could finally join

her at the Pastures for their nuptials. Eliza's mother, Catherine Schuyler,
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despite feeling overwhelmed by her twelfth pregnancy, dedicates herself to

hosting her daughter's wedding with grace, donning a grand shawl that

signifies her commitment to making this day special.

The wedding, a traditional family affair, is set to be celebrated in the

southeast parlor with an atmosphere buzzing with excitement. As guests

arrive, the sound of a Bach sonata fills the air, marking the ceremony's

commencement. Eliza makes her entrance in a simple yet elegant ivory dress

adorned with a delicate veil, embodying modesty and grace. Alex, dashing

in his blue-and-buff uniform, recalls the emotional complexities of his own

family’s absence as he prepares to marry into the prominent Schuyler family.

As the ceremony progresses, the question of who will stand up for Alex in

the absence of family creates an awkward pause. Just in time, Stephen Van

Rensselaer steps forward, followed by fellow aides James McHenry and

John Church, demonstrating the camaraderie and deep friendships that have

formed around Alex despite the absence of direct family support.

The couple exchanges vows, with Alex adding his personal touch by

promising to encourage Eliza's growth and talents, a reflection of their deep

connection. Their union is solemnized in a heartfelt moment, capped with a

sweet kiss that ignites joyful cheers from the assembled guests.

The reception follows, brimming with lively music, food, and the warmth of
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family. Catherine revels in the festivity despite her earlier worries, savoring

the abundance created for her daughter’s momentous occasion. The culinary

offerings range from clam chowder to rich fruitcake, symbolizing both

prosperity and tradition. Amid these festivities, an amusing twist occurs as

Peggy, Eliza's sister, discovers the hidden nutmeg in her slice of wedding

cake, suggesting she may be the next to wed.

This chapter encapsulates not only the joy of the wedding but also the

complexities of love, family, and the weight of history that surround Eliza

and Alex as they embark on their new life together.
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Chapter 40: Happiest They’ve Ever Been

Chapter 38: Happiest They’ve Ever Been

Set in December 1780 at a grand mansion on the Hudson in Albany, New

York, the chapter opens with a sense of tranquil calm following a jubilant

wedding celebration. After the festivities, Dot, a servant in the Pastures'

household, prepares for sleep after her labors, adding a warm ambiance to

the home’s atmosphere as she banks the hearths.

In the privately lit guest bedchamber, newlywed Alex Hamilton stands

eagerly by their bed, dressed in a nightshirt and full of anticipation for his

bride, Eliza. Meanwhile, Eliza is tending to her appearance in the bath

chamber, melting a new candle to prepare it for use while nervously

reflecting on the impending intimacy of their union. She wears a lovely

white satin nightgown that glows against her skin, and after letting down her

dark curls, she finally feels ready to embrace this new chapter.

Eliza joins Alex, their romance evident as they share a tender kiss. In a

playful yet intimate moment, she presents herself to him in the flickering

firelight, and they engage in sweet dialogue about love and vulnerability.

Eliza's charm shines through as she playfully questions his feelings, to which

Alex fervently professes his deep love. Their passion culminates in an
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intimate moment where Eliza drops her gown, symbolizing the beginning of

their married life together.

The narrative then shifts to a week into their honeymoon, showcasing a

lighter side of Alex, who is enjoying rare downtime after five years of

relentless military service as General George Washington's aide. Eliza and

Alex find joy in simple pleasures: skipping stones on a frozen pond,

laughing at the antics of geese, and dreaming of a future filled with children

and happiness. This leisure is a stark contrast to the pressures of war,

highlighting the personal transformation Alex undergoes in Eliza's presence.

The couple revels in their newfound love and familial connection, with

Eliza’s warmth encapsulating the essence of what he had longed for—a

sense of belonging and love. They cherish their moments together, from

snowy woodland adventures to charming sleigh rides around Albany,

embracing the possibilities of their future and the promise of building a life

together. The chapter closes on the sentiment that Eliza, with her romantic

ideals, has fulfilled Alex’s desire for deep connection, marking the

beginning of their lifelong journey together.
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