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About the book

In"All You Need IsKill," Hiroshi Sakurazaka delivers a gripping blend of
science fiction and military action that explores the harrowing consequences
of anever-ending battle against alien invaders. Relentlessly thrust into a
time loop, the protagonist, Kelji Kiriya, relives his death and the chaotic
horrors of war day after day, forcing him to confront not only his own
mortality but also the very essence of bravery and resilience. As helearns
from each iteration, evolving through trial and error, the story invites readers
to plunge into a mind-bending narrative where the fight for survival becomes
aquest for hope and humanity amidst despair. Could you alter fate when
given countless chances? Join Kelji as he navigates the fine line between

despair and determination in a battle that seems eternally unwinnable.
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About the author

Hiroshi Sakurazakais a celebrated Japanese author renowned for his
innovative contributions to the sci-fi and fantasy genres, with adistinctive
flair for blending action-packed narratives with profound philosophical
themes. Bornin 1970 in Tokyo, Sakurazakas literary career began with short
stories before he garnered widespread acclaim for hiswork on "All You
Need IsKill," agripping tale that explores the intricacies of war and the
human experience within a time-loop framework. His storytelling is marked
by intricate plots and rich character development, which have resonated with
readers both in Japan and internationally, leading to adaptations in various
media, including film and video games. With awriting style that captivates
and provokes thought, Sakurazaka continues to be an influential voicein

contemporary Japanese literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: PrivateKiriya

### Chapter Summarization

#HH# Chapter 1

Amidst the chaos of battle, a soldier grapples with the raw terror of combat.
Bullets whistle past, and the thud of distant artillery resonates ominoudly, a
constant reminder of mortality. The initial excitement of warfare quickly
dissipates, replaced by the visceral reality of fear and bloodshed. The
protagonist recounts the tragic death of his comrade, Y onabaru, who
succumbs to ajavelin strike just as their assault begins, emphasizing the

brutal unpredictability of war.

The soldiers are thrust into afight they had been sent to prepare for, amidst
turmoil and confusion. Their ranks are rapidly decimated, communication
falters, and the protagonist struggles with self-doubt and fear, hunkering
down in his mechanized armor (the "Jacket") that offers more protection
than solace. The enemy, monstrous and relentless Mimics, have become the
bane of the United Defense Force. These literal beasts—bulky and
|ethal—contrast sharply with the fragile human lives they threaten.

In a moment of desperation, as he finds himself out of ammunition and
cornered, he witnesses awar hero, Rita Vrataski, the “Full Metal Bitch.” Her
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audacity and strength serve to prop up the protagonist’s flailing spirit, but
even as she fights valiantly, he remains paralyzed by fear. With his suit
malfunctioning and odds stacked against him, heis propelled into afight for

survival that leaves him bloodied and traumatized.

#H##H Chapter 2

The narrative shifts back to alighter but equally pressurized day of rest
before battle, as the protagonist wakes up to find the daily routines of
military life continuing. It’ s the day before the anticipated assault on
Kotoiushi Island, a strategic location vital to the war against the Mimics. His
comrade, Y onabaru, jokingly encourages him, downplaying the horrors of
battle. Familiar banter among soldiers adds relished moments of comic relief

amidst looming dread.

The protagonist reflects on his training, his abilities, and the camaraderie
that binds him to other recruits, even drawing jokes about Rita
Vrataski—mythologized in stories as a heroic figure among soldiers. Despite
the banter, anxiety ssimmers just beneath the surface, signalling the
impending fight. In amoment alone, he wonders about the nature of life and
bravery, recalling his youthful ideals and how they clash with his present
reality.

#H#H Chapter 3
Physical training takes a grueling toll, highlighting discipline and endurance
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over raw strength, as recruitment to the Armored Infantry focuses on
rigorous fitness. An iso push-up drill drills them into submission under the
harsh glare of authority figures—generals and sergeants who reign over their
destinies. The sergeant, Ferrell, a stalwart veteran, embodies the harsh
realities of military life, combining toughness with an understanding of

vulnerability.

The protagonist observes interactions and struggles among the ranks,
showcasing their humanity amid the robotic nature of their training.
Dialogue weaves through emotions, fears, and uncertainties as they prepare
themselves for the imminent threat. Even camaraderie and joking distract
from the underlying fear that manifests with increasing intensity as the day

Progresses.

###H Chapter 4

During awaiting period at the northern part of Kotoiushi Island,
preparations set for an ambush reveal their nervousness through humor and
banter. The story delves into the relationship dynamics among various
platoons, revealing the culture and social ties that distract from the realities
of the battlefield. They voice humor, talk about relationships, and unpack the
comedic aspects of soldier life, such as the awkwardness around their

affection for women, particularly Rita

The narrative shifts back to the grim anticipation of battle, emphasizing the
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tangible fear of losing both oneself and one’ s comrades. The protagonist
wrestles with the weight of responsibility and the burden of potential 1oss,
especially regarding Y onabaru, fearing he might be unable to protect his

friend in the chaos.

#H#H Chapter 5

Asthe day unravels, the protagonist struggles to navigate a sense of dgavu,
feeling ensnared in aloop of repeating events. The structure tortures him
with its cyclic nature, reliving pivotal moments leading to battle. Flashbacks
of his earlier experiences solidify the stress of expectation the soldiers face

as they prepare for deployment.

The narrative explores the dissonance between who he was prior to enlisting
and the realities he now faces—stark, horrifying, and unrelenting.
Acknowledging the battle as a nightmare from which he cannot awaken

deepens his resolve to escape.

#HH# Chapter 6

Dynamic patrol routines reveal strict security protocols at the base, reflecting
the tension and urgency surrounding the days leading up to battle. The
protagonist finds a brief moment of freedom, dlipping away from military
authority, fueling aburgeoning desire to flee instead of fight. Hisjourney is
ablend of desperation and determination, highlighting the depths of his

inner conflict.
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He considers his choices, grappling with a desire for agency over hislife
juxtaposed against the battlefield responsibilities he must shoulder. Y et,
amidst the tumultuous relationships and chaotic structure, he finds moments

of clarity that sharpen his resolve.

#it#Ht Chapter 7

The worse exists at the beach: a harrowing juxtaposition of life and death
plays out before his eyes as he encounters a family—the elderly man and
young girl in atender moment before violence punctuates their existence.
The horror of javelins as lethal projections of fate fractures the moment,

leaving him devoid of hope or agency.

As chaos erupts, the protagonist is forcibly reminded of hisimpotencein the
face of destiny—a soldier unarmed against the tide of death. In that moment,
swallowed by fear and blood, he is struck down again, spiraling back to
where it all began—taunted by the futility of hope, crushed under the weight
of redlity.

#H# Chapter 8

Awakening once more, the protagonist finds himself back at the barracks,
forced to confront the cyclic return to the very beginning of hisjourney.
Repeating elements re-establish the hopel essness of his plight, prompting

him to take drastic measures to break the cycle and reclaim a sense of
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control, even if it means confronting the violence he wishes to avoid.

As he details his thoughts and strategies, the narrative resonates with a
feeling of determination to rise against the odds, to find new meaning in
each moment of apparent monotony. With newfound resolve, he attempts to
imbue his repetitive existence with purpose, seeking to reclaim his narrative

against the backdrop of impending war.

In essence, these chapters depict the tumultuous experience of a soldier
caught in aweb of horror, reflection, and fierce determination—atale of
humanity ensnared in the stark realities of war, where survival hinges on

courage forged in fear.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Facing the Brutal Unpredictability of Life

Critical Interpretation: In the chaotic moments of battle, the
protagonist learns that life's unpredictability often brings raw fear and
uncertainty. Just like the soldier who must confront his terror and
guestion hisideals when faced with mortality, we too can draw
inspiration from such stark realities. Life will never be without chaos
and challenges, but facing them with courage, much like the
protagonist's attempts to rise against insurmountable odds, allows us
to redefine our narrative. By embracing our fears and nurturing
resilience, we can transform life's unpredictability into a catalyst for

persona growth and empowerment.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Sergeant Ferrell

### Chapter Summary

In aworld ravaged by relentless battles against alien creatures known as
Mimics, we meet Keiji Kiriya, asoldier caught in an endless time loop
where he relives the same day over and over again. As he navigates this
harrowing readlity, he reflects on the differences between himself and
renowned warrior RitaVrataski, who excels in combat and earns the respect
of the brass while he feels like alesser "mangy alley cat” lost in the chaos of

war.

Kelji endures brutal physical training alongside other recruits, while
grappling with fears for the upcoming battle. He believes that every ounce of
training can make a difference when fighting the Mimics, and thus he
becomes determined to improve his combat skills at any cost. After a
grueling physical training session filled with iso push-ups, he approaches
Sergeant Ferrell, along-serving soldier, hoping to gain insight and support

for his own combat preparation.

Through an enlightening conversation with Ferrell, Keiji learns about
Japan's struggle against the Mimic threat and the history of warfare. They

discuss the fundamental warrior ethos of the samurai, emphasizing that
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killing is part of learning to survive and the importance of honing combat
skills through experience. Ferrell’s mentorship and stories of past battles

serveto inspire Keiji, igniting a fierce determination within him.

Meanwhile, an encounter with Shasta Raylle, a civilian tech, leads Kelji to
devise aplan to acquire the battle axe used by Rita. This weapon represents
the strength and skill that he yearns to possess. Shasta warns him of the
weapon's weight and its potential danger, yet Kelji is undeterred, seeing it as

an essential tool in his quest to conquer the battlefield.

Kelji’s life becomes a system of routines revolving around training, combat,
and moments of dg§ja vu. He stealthily navigates the base and acquires the
axe, symbolizing a pivotal changein hisresolve. However, amidst the
expectation of conflict, he also contemplates his emotional attachment to

Rita, recalling how her presence has inspired courage among his comrades.

During atense cafeteria scene, an altercation brings forth the contrast
between Kelji's current self and the hotheaded recruit he once was. With
newfound resolve, he chooses not to engage in petty fighting but instead
focuses on honing his capabilities for the true battle ahead. His emotional
turmoil is reflected in moments of introspection, particularly regarding the

fragility of human connectionsin aworld overshadowed by war.

The chapter crescendos into Keiji’ s battle preparation. Acknowledging his
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vast experience through countless loops, he readies himself for what may be
his most decisive confrontation yet. The stakes have never been higher, as he
hopes that defeating afamiliar Mimic from his past will provide him the
opportunity to break free from the cycle of death he' s endured.

As the battle begins, chaos unfolds, and Keiji exhibits the tactical knowledge
he' s accrued through practice and lived experience. His evolution asa
soldier crystallizes when Rita’ s fierce presence reignites the resolve of his
platoon, symbolizing the intertwining of survival, camaraderie, and the harsh
realities of war. Keiji focuses on taking down the Mimic threatening to
ensnare him in his cycle of demise, convinced that killing this specific foe

will lead to a significant change in his predicament.

Finaly, as he charges into battle, the chapter closes with the anticipation of
Kelji's confrontation with Rita, the realization that hisjourney might be
defined not just by his past failures but by the strength he has forged through

them.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The value of perseverance in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: Imagine being caught in arelentless cycle
where failure seems inevitable; thisiswhere Keiji Kiriyafinds
himself, yet rather than succumbing to despair, he embodies the spirit
of perseverance. Each repetition of his day is another opportunity to
refine his skills, face his fears, and grow stronger. Hisjourney inspires
us to embrace our own challenges, reminding us that setbacks are not
the end, but stepping stones toward mastery. In our lives, when faced
with overwhelming odds, the true lesson is found in our willingness to
stand back up, learn from our experiences, and continuously strive to

improve — atestament to the resilience within us all.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Full Metal Bitch

### Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1. The Calm Beforethe Storm

Asthe sun bathes the training field in bright light, Rita Vrataski observesthe
landscape, appreciating its beauty amidst the grim realities of war against the
Mimics, alien creatures responsible for destruction on a global scale. She
reflects on the conditions under which they prepare for an upcoming air
strike aimed at removing the Mimics from an island in the Pacific.

I nteractions with Ralph Murdoch, an embedded photojournalist, reveal
tension between her disdain for media portrayal of the war and his attempts

to captureits "truth."

Rita's squadmates, preparing their own physical endurance drills, draw
humor at the expense of Japanese soldiers who undertake a grueling training
exercise called iso push-ups. Despite their mocking banter, Ritais drawn to
the silent suffering of the Japanese soldiers, recognizing their shared
humanity amid the chaos of war. Murdoch initiates a conversation about the
Dreamers, a pacifist group that believes Mimics may possess intelligence.

Rita criticizes these beliefs as naive, leaving her at odds with Murdoch's
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more idealistic views, but the conversation reflects the broader dividein

opinions regarding the Mimics and the war effort.

As Rita deals with a creegping migraine—a symptom of the psychological
toll war takes—she senses an unsettling connection with a specific soldier
among the Japanese trainees, who stares at her with amix of intensity and
defiance. The chapter establishes the physical and psychological battlefield
scenarios she navigates daily, setting the stage for the deeper conflict

between humans and their alien adversaries.

Chapter 2. Reflections on Potential

Rita's thoughts drift to her past, where she considers the concept of potential
and how it shapes one’' s path in life. Growing up in Fittsfield, Illinois, she
was an average girl, far from the soldier she would become. Her relationship
with her father, a coffee addict, and leisurely days spent on their farm
contrast sharply with her later experiencesin war. Theidyllic life she once
led is shattered by the arrival of the Mimics, who would decimate her

hometown and force her into the brutal world of military conflict.
The narrative explores her motivations and struggles with identity as she

grapples with her family's tragic loss during a Mimic attack. Thisleadsto
her eventual enlistment in the UDF (United Defense Force), driven by a
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desire for vengeance rather than the heroism society often attributed to

soldiers.

Chapter 3: TheBirth of aWarrior

During acritical battle that would earn her alegendary status, Ritafights
against overwhelming odds. She successfully kills one Mimic that stands out
from the rest, unintentionally sparking a time loop—a predicament that
offers her knowledge of the future but at a tremendous cost. Each cycle
forces her back to repeat that day, learning the vital elements needed to end

the conflict.

This chapter highlights the psychological burden of war and leadership as
Rita comes to understand the mechanics of the Mimics' network and how to
disrupt it. However, she is also haunted by her inability to save those around
her, particularly her beloved squadmate, Arthur Hendricks, whose death
resonates deeply. This battle is pivotal, setting into motion her
transformation into the "Valkyrie," a moniker symbolic of her fighting

prowess and the emotional toll she endures.

Chapter 4. The Aftermath of Glory
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Rita receives numerous accolades for her herculean feats in battle, becoming
the first soldier to earn the Thor’'s Medal of Valor after a stellar performance
in combat. However, the loneliness that accompanies her fame begins to
intensify as she becomes more isolated from her peers. The dichotomy of her
public perception as a national hero and her private despair creates atension

that permeates her existence within the army.

The chapter serves as an exploration of PTSD as Rita grapples with what she
has lost amid her rising star, grappling with sorrow for fallen comrades
while being celebrated as a symbol of hope. Ritais aware that amidst
soldiers counting on her and the horrors she faces, there is a need to maintain

distance to protect herself emotionally.

Chapter 5: The New Obligation

After being redeployed and tasked with research on the timelines of the
battle and the Mimics, Rita feels the weight of expectations crushing her
spirit. She moves through Europe and North Africa, but her heart lies heavy
with the memories of lost comrades and the scars of war that linger in her
mind. The pressure of her status and the relentless pursuit of victory by
military leaders contrasts sharply with the emotional toll thisfight for

survival exacts from her psyche.
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As she engages in combat against the Mimics, Rita's inner conflicts surface,
guestioning the price of her own life and the lives of others for the sake of

ambition and war.

Chapter 6: The Unwavering Conflict

Ritafinds herself in the Far East, where the stakes grow ever higher. The
strategic significance of the islands where she serves cannot be understated,
as they are vital to maintaining the effectiveness of the UDF's efforts against
the Mimics. The repetition of her experiencesin combat leads her to further

isolation amid growing notoriety.

She attends the physical training regimen of her troops, grappling with her
intersecting roles as a commander and soldier. The training drills themselves
are laden with weighty significance—symbolizing the preparation for a
battle that holds the fate of humanity in the balance.

Chapter 7. The Subtle Dance Between Duty and Humanity

On the brink of amajor battle, Rita's complex relationship with her
squadmates, particularly she feels a strange kinship with ayoung soldier in

her unit. Their interactions during preparations for battle demonstrate Rita's
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continued efforts to connect despite her desire to shield herself from the

emotional pain of potential losses.

The chapter serves as a key moment of character development, marking her
internal struggles with loneliness, purpose, and the souls of fallen comrades
weighing heavily upon her heart as she attempts to forge meaningful

connections with others as part of her humanity amid the brutality of war.

Chapter 8. The Emergence of the Full Metal Bitch

As Rita prepares to engage with the Mimics, she encounters Shasta, an
engineer with a penchant for collecting action figures representing soldiers
and Mimics alike. Their dialogue enriches Rita's identity, contrasting the

notion of afigure hailed as a hero with her own experiences as a soldier.

Shasta’ s unassuming admiration for Rita supplements her own struggles

with validation as she attempts to reconcile her fierce warrior identity with
her more vulnerable humanity. The playful exchanges exhibit a glimpse of
camaraderie yet accentuate Rita's solitude amid the adoration she receives

for her prowessin battle.

Chapter 9: The Weight of the Past and Future
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The narrative culminates in a confrontation on the battlefield against the
Mimics. Rita's confrontation with the young soldier, whose demeanor seems
so unlike that of the hardened warriors around her, subtly humanizes her
character and grounds her amid the chaos of war. Their connection grows
through insightful dialogue, weaving a new layer to the emotional weight

Ritacarries.

In amoment of vulnerability, Rita beginsto cry, breaking the hardened
exterior she has cultivated over the years and suggesting a yearning not just
for victory, but for human connection and understanding. The chapter
emphasizes the enduring impact of war on individuals, prompting readers to
contemplate the cost of heroism on the battlefield and the confluence of

strength and fragility that defines the human experience in conflict.

Overall, the chapters offer arich tapestry of themes concerning war, identity,
potential, loneliness, connection, and the intersection of humanity and duty
that shape Rita's journey as she stands at the forefront of the fight against the

Mimics.
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Chapter 4. Killer Cage

#i# Chapter Summaries

#i#Ht Chapter 1: The Loop of Battle

The narrative begins with the chaos of Battle 159, set against the harsh
backdrop of awar against Mimics, monstrous extraterrestrial enemies
capable of manipulating time. The protagonist, Keiji Kiriya, istrapped in a
time loop, forced to relive the same battle over and over—158 times to date.
As the battle commences, an eerie familiarity washes over him. He reflects
on hisrelationship with Rita Vrataski, the legendary soldier known as the
"Full Metal Bitch." Ritahas saved Kelji's life before and has been pivotal in
helping him navigate this agonizing cycle of death and rebirth.

Kelji realizes he has withessed pain and loss including that of his comrades
Y onabaru and Ferrell; the prospect of losing them forever gnaws at his gut.
He grapples with hisidentity: while he remembers the experiences of his
past selves, he feels he isn't the same person who endured those harrowing
moments. He has become uniquely connected to Rita through their shared

fight against Mimics.

During the battle, chaos reigns, and Keiji showcases newfound skill while
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fighting alongside Rita, feeling a sense of camaraderie and purpose. They
engage in afurious fight against the Mimics, and after much destruction,
they identify a Mimic server— the critical target that must be destroyed to
break the loop. Although the ultimate goal is genocide against the Mimics,
Kelji understands that taking out the server will at least free them from the
immediate time loop. Just as he readies himself to end the server, he wakes
up in bed with the markup "160" written on his hand, areminder of his

intention to overcome the cycle.
#i#H Chapter 2: The Confrontation

Kelji prepares for another day of battle training as he grapples with the
impending challenge of breaking the loop. He finds himself nervous before
Rita, which is compounded by their past encounters. Attempting to
communicate his unique struggle through the loops, he realizes that the
sentiment may be lost on her. However, he wants to share the complexity of
his experience—how he has lived through the same war day after day

without her knowledge.

Their dynamic shifts as genuine affection begins to emerge. They share arun
along the beach, but Keiji is still haunted by the heaviness of each battle they
face. Asthey initially enjoy amoment of camaraderie, the joy is soon
interrupted. The peace is shattered when Ritais unexpectedly withdrawn,

suggesting something dire is on the horizon.
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#i#Ht Chapter 3: The Assault

Suddenly, chaos ensues as the Mimics initiate a surprise attack on their base,
resulting in significant casualties and scarring the landscape of what was
previously a military stronghold. In the midst of the assault, Keiji and Rita
spring into action, reinforcing troops and rallying them against the

encroaching Mimic threat.

Ritadirects Keiji to assist injured personnel, particularly ajournalist named
Murdoch, pinned beneath debris. The frantic efforts to regroup amidst the
pandemonium emphasize their resilience and solidify their partnership as
they aim to overcome the ambush. Asthey fight, Keiji's determination
grows, fueled by the knowledge that the key to breaking the loop liesin
defeating the Mimic server.

#iHt Chapter 4: The Cost of War

As the battle rages on, the narrative details the grim reality of conflict:
camaraderie born out of necessity, loss ravaging their ranks, and the
unyielding march of the Mimics through their defenses. Kelji and Ritastrive
to link up with U.S. Specia Forces, each task becoming life-or-death as they

wrestle with overwhelming odds.
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Amidst the horror, fierce cleavages of intention, fear, and violence unfold.
This chapter delves into the chaotic interactions between soldiers, their raw
fears, and the insistent need to stand united against a common enemy. They
encounter moments of clarity when losses begin to haunt them, but the

relentless urge to persist remains strong.

#i#Ht Chapter 5: The Turn

The conflict crescendos as Keiji and Rita, informed by their harrowing
experiences, face the ultimate Mimic server in a climactic showdown. Rita
reveals her understanding of the server mechanism and her role in thetime
loop—a confession that soon escalates into afierce, life-altering
confrontation between the two. As they clash, both warriors wrestle with
their pasts—Keiji, entrenched in the loop, and Rita, seeking a change in the

cycle.

Rita's fierce resolve leads to a devastating realization for Keiji; only one of
them can survive and exit the loop. The battle becomes both physical and
philosophical—a reflection on existence, agency, and sacrifice. Rita's
sacrifices pave the way for Kelji’ s liberation from the cycle of death, and

ultimately, their final confrontation culminates in tragedy.

##H Chapter 6: The Aftermath
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In the aftermath of the battle, Kelji must confront the fallout of Rita's
sacrifice and the symbols of combat that now crown hisidentity. Despite

being hailed as a hero and awarded the Order of the Valkyrie, he remains
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