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About the book

In"As Good As Dead," Stephen L. Moore transports readers to the
tumultuous world of World War I, weaving a gripping narrative that
highlights the courage and determination of American POWs caught in the
Pacific Theater's most harrowing moments. This meticulously researched
account delves deep into the harrowing experiences faced by those who
risked it al, casting light on stories of bravery, hardship, and the unyielding
will to survive amidst overwhelming odds. Capturing the spirit of resilience
and sacrifice, Moore compel lingly reawakens forgotten acts of heroism, as
brave soldiers endured brutal captivity with tenacity. Be prepared to embark
on ajourney that not only honors human perseverance but also bringsto life
the extraordinary tales that history nearly forgot. With each turning page,
"As Good As Dead" challenges readers to redefine the boundaries of valor

and remember the voices of the unsung heroes of World War 1.
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About the author

Stephen L. Moore is an accomplished American author widely recognized
for his meticulous historical non-fiction works, primarily focusing on World
War Il narratives and Texan history. Born and raised in Lubbock, Texas,
Moore draws considerable inspiration from his vivid Texan roots and
familial connections to the military, which deeply influence hiswriting. He
is best known for narrating compelling stories steeped in intense research
and vivid storytelling, capturing exceptional bravery and human spirit during
times of conflict. His works, including the bestselling " Pacific Payback" and
the cited "As Good As Dead," garner critical acclaim for their detailed
portrayal and thrilling storytelling, offering readers both educational insight
and gripping page-turners. Moore's passion for preserving history and his
attention to detail have established him as a respected and admired figure in
the realm of historical literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1: THE DEATH MARCH

Chapter 1. The Death March

In early April 1942, the situation for American servicemen in the
Philippines, once stationed in what seemed a paradise in the Pacific, became
dire as they prepared to surrender to Japanese forces. Amidst the exhausted
and demoralized U.S. troops on the Bataan Peninsula was Beto Pacheco of
the 200th Coast Artillery, aunit renowned for its fierce resistance despite
being outgunned. Pacheco, who had weathered intense conditions due to his
Spanish and Mexican heritage, found himself pushed to the brink alongside

his dwindling regiment, all suffering from lack of food, essentials, and hope.

The battle at Bataan was emblematic of the broader war's harsh realities. The
American defenders, equipped with meager resources, had been crucia in
slowing the Japanese advance in the strategic Philippines, a keystonein
Japan's expansion in the Pacific. Unfortunately, as Japanese forces pushed
southwards, Washington shifted focus to prioritize other fronts, leading to a

sense of abandonment among the men in Bataan.

Facing imminent defeat, Pacheco and his men reluctantly sabotaged their
artillery and prepared to fight on foot. But as orders filtered through in the

early hours of April 9, they received instructions to rendezvous for a
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strategic withdrawal. Their successful but costly engagement at the start of
the war—including the downing of 86 Japanese planes—had not been

enough to stave off the Japanese juggernauit.

Asthe American lines collapsed, Mg or General Edward King prepared to
surrender to avoid meaningless slaughter. The soldiers entered a period of
torment that culminated in the Bataan Death March, a harrowing 60-mile
forced trek under brutal conditions for captured soldiers like Edwin Petry
and Thomas Tindley Daniels. They were thrust into aworld of horror,
lacking food and water, and subjected to cruelty by their captors—a
testament to the grueling experiences of prisoners of war in the Pacific
theater of World War Il.

Chapter 2: Prisoners of the Rock

As King surrendered Bataan, Corporal Rufus William " Smitty" Smith,
alongside thousands of American soldiers, found himself trapped on
Corregidor Island, another shrinking bastion of U.S. defense in the
Philippines, known as the Gibraltar of the East. Under the leadership of
Lieutenant General Jonathan Wainwright, a man inheriting military valor,
these defenders faced incessant attacks from the Japanese. United States
military resources were already stretched thin, and the prospects for

reinforcements faded into the surreal.
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Amid significant strategic importance, the island's defenders were forced to
make the best of antiquated weaponry, taking up positions in antiquated
batteries. As Japanese forces mounted their final assault in early May, troops
like Bruce Elliott and Beto Pacheco continued their valiant fight, hoping to
secure some semblance of victory in the face of inevitable defeat. These

battles forged bonds among soldiers like Gene Nielsen and EImo Deal.

Japanese control tightened its grip and, as May 6 dawned, forces under
Wainwright had been pushed to the limits with extensive shelling and the
arrival of Japanese amphibious assaults. Asthe U.S. position collapsed,
Wainwright perceived the futility of further conflict, eventually ordering a
surrender that saw American troops, including radioman Fern Barta,
demolished by arelentless adversary. The result was more than just a defeat

but a psychological collapse, with prisoners sent to detention in Manila

On Corregidor, the captives faced severe hardships. Held in oppressive
conditions without food or water, servicemen at places like the 92nd
Maintenance Garage struggled through indignities until their eventual
transfer promised—though did not necessarily deliver—better conditions.
This brutal end for the soldiers of Bataan encapsulated the heroism and
tragedy of their struggle, their survival an enduring testament to human

resiliencein dire times.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the Face of Overwhelming Adversity
Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in the heart of a situation
where defeat seems inevitable. The odds are stacked heavily against
you, like the American defenders in Bataan, fighting fiercely with
meager resources. In such times, the resilience shown by Beto
Pacheco and his unit becomes an emblem of hope. Despite being
pushed to the brink, they stood their ground, embodying a spirit of
perseverance. Their ability to carry on amidst exhaustion, scarcity, and
a sense of abandonment wasn't just about the physical battle but a
testament to the human spirit. This chapter inspires you to find inner
strength and courage when circumstances feel insurmountable,
reminding you that resilience can be a powerful tool to navigate and

endure through the toughest challengesin life.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. PRISONERS OF THE ROCK

#i## Chapter 2: Prisoners of the Rock

Corporal Rufus William "Smitty" Smith, stationed on Corregidor Island with
the American forces, faces an overwhelming Japanese military presence with
little more than outdated weaponry. The island, commanded by Lieutenant
General Jonathan M. "Skinny" Wainwright, is essential to ManilaBay's
defense. However, the situation is grim as daily bombardments and scarce
resources plague the defenders. Conditions worsen with the arrival of
Japanese forces on May 5, leading to intense battles on the shores of

Corregidor.

As the Japanese landing forces grow, General Wainwright faces the harsh
reality of an unwinnable position. By May 6, he signals a cease-fire and
communicates his distressed decision to surrender to President Roosevelt.
Amid the chaos, communications specialist Fern Joseph Barta and various
artillery units battle valiantly, yet ultimately face capture. The Allied forces
surrender is followed by the grueling process where captured soldiers,
including Smitty, destroy their weapons and prepare themselves for the
harsh conditions of captivity.

On May 6, the defenders are gathered for surrender, including Marine
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Corporal EImo "Mo" Deal and artillerymen Gene Nielsen, Ernie Kobl os.
Throughout the surrender and subsequent captivity, the men towards a

challenging future under Japanese imprisonment.
### Chapter 3: Passage to Palawan

Corpora Willie Balchus and other prisoners, following their surrender on
Corregidor, endure harsh conditions en route to their next holding area. They
are loaded onto overcrowded ships and subjected to brutal treatment by their
captors. Their journey continues through the streets of Manila, where they
are paraded for propaganda purposes and later arrive at the infamous Bilibid

Prison.

Despite difficult conditions, the captives maintain hope and solidarity.
McDole, Smitty, and Roy Henderson make a pact sharing any resources they
acquire. They soon find themselves packed into boxcars for a harrowing
train journey to Cabanatuan prison camp, already notorious for holding

prisoners post-Bataan Death March.

Upon their arrival at Cabanatuan Camp 3, they face relentless tropical
diseases and malnutrition amid deplorable sanitary conditions. Despite these
challenges, prisoners like Joe Bartawork in the camp galley, and some, like
Gene Nielsen, take extreme measures to stave off starvation, including

eating local vegetation.
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As despair grows, Smitty hears of a special work detail being organized and
volunteers alongside Henderson and McDole, seeking any escape from the
camp's horrors. Selected prisoners, including Beto Pacheco and others from
Corregidor, are transported to Manila Harbor. Here, they prepare for an
assignment on Palawan island, holding onto any glimmer of hope that

conditions might improve, despite knowing the reality of their captivity.

Chapter Summary

Corregidor Island, defended by American forces under Lt. Gen. Jonathan
M. "Skinny" Wainwright, faces overwhelming Japanese forces. With

ghapter outdated weaponry and diminishing resources, Corporal Rufus William
P.risoners "Smitty" Smith and others struggle to hold their ground. The battle
of the intensifies on May 5, leading to Wainwright's decision to surrender on May
Rock 6. Captured soldiers, including communication specialist Fern Joseph
Barta, Marine Corporal EImo "Mo" Deal, and artillerymen Gene Nielsen and
Ernie Koblos, prepare for harsh captivity under Japanese control.
After the surrender, Corporal Willie Balchus and other prisoners face brutal
Chabter treatment on overcrowded ships headed to Manila, showcasing them for
3 P propaganda. They then endure a harrowing train journey to Cabanatuan
Péssa o prison camp. In deplorable conditions, prisoners combat disease and
0 g malnutrition. Finding hope in solidarity, Smitty, Roy Henderson, and McDole
Palawan make resource-sharing pacts. When a work detail is announced, Smitty,

Henderson, and McDole seize the chance for a possible reprieve, joining
others on an assignment headed to Palawan Island.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3: PASSAGE TO PALAWAN

Chapter Summary: Passage to Palawan

Corporal Willie Balchus, ayoung soldier from Pennsylvania, finds himself
amidst the horrific chaos following the fall of Corregidor during World War
I1. Once eager for an army career, Balchus is now a number among the
thousands of prisoners of war (POWSs) facing a grim future under Japanese
captors. His personal journey merges with a broader narrative of suffering
and endurance, offering a haunting portrait of wartime brutality and the

indomitable human spirit.

Asthe POWs are herded onto transport ships bound for an uncertain
destination, they endure dehumanizing conditions. The men, including
Balchus, Ernie Koblos, Bruce Elliott, and others, are packed into shipsand
ferry barges under the watchful and hostile eyes of Japanese guards. These
transports, offering no relief from the sun or the stench of overcrowding, are

preludes to more torment awaiting them ashore.

The prisoners harrowing march through Manila becomes a grotesque
display of Japanese propaganda, as the defeated Allied forces are paraded
through the streets. Filipino civilians, sympathetic to their plight, bravely
attempt to offer food and aid, only to be beaten back by guards. The parade
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culminates at Bilibid Prison, afacility notorious for its grim conditions,

where the prisoners brace for more adversity.

Lifein Bilibid is ableak endurance test. The POWSs, fighting diseases and
the relentless hunger and thirst, form pacts to share whatever resources they
can scrounge. McDole, Smitty, and Henderson exemplify this camaraderie,
hoping that unity might buoy them against the deepening despair. Their stay
is brief, however, as they’ re moved to Cabanatuan, another hellish prison

camp where disease thrives and the specter of death looms over daily life.

At Cabanatuan, the men battle an even fiercer enemy: disease spread by
unsanitary conditions and inadequate nutrition. The camp's Japanese
overseers mete out cruel punishments for escape attempts and maintain
control through collective discipline methods that threaten harsh penalties
for al if one prisoner escapes. Y et, hope ssmmers beneath the bleak redlity,
with rumors of a special work detail offering a potential respite from
Cabanatuan's death grip.

Volunteers for the work detail, including Balchus and McDole, are
assembled and shipped to Manila. There, amid scorching heat and grueling
labor, they prepare to be transported to Palawan for yet another uncertain
venture. Asthe Sanko Maru sails away from the desolate view of
Corregidor, the men are informed of their new destination and supposed

better conditions.
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Despite the promise of improved circumstances on Palawan, skepticism
remains high among the POWSs. The chapter closes on this delicate balance
of hope and skepticism, with prisoners unsure whether their fate will finally

take aturn for the better or plunge deeper into wartime hell.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Courage Amidst Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the chapter "Passage to Palawan," you're
reminded of the remarkable courage it takes to face adversity head-on,
much like Corporal Willie Balchus and his fellow POWSs. Despite the
dehumanizing conditions, relentless hardships, and uncertainty, they
cling to an unwavering sense of unity, hope, and resilience. This
steadfast courage in the face of unimaginable trials can inspire you in
your life, encouraging you to band together with those around you in
times of difficulty and demonstrate relentless perseverance. Whether
navigating personal challenges or supporting others, their story
underscores that strength in unity and shared hope can light the way

through even the darkest times.
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Chapter 4: 4. CAMP 10 A

In chapters 4 and 5, the narrative focuses on the American POWs who were
transported to Puerto Princesa, Palawan, a scenic yet conflict-ridden island
in the Philippines during World War |1. Upon arrival on August 1, 1942, the
prisoners are marched to Camp 10-A, aformer Philippine Constabulary
barracks repurposed by the Japanese to hold and control the American

captives.

Initially, Medic Phil Brodsky and the other prisoners find the isand's lush
scenery deceptively inviting, reflecting a stark contrast to its grim reality
under Japanese occupation. Palawan's landscape isrich in history and
biodiversity, with mention of its original inhabitants, aboriginal tribes that
once lived in harmony with its environment. However, the beauty conceals a
harsh life under Japanese rule, as the local population has either fled or lives

under the constant threat of military brutality.

The prisoner camp, athough an improvement over the previousy held
Cabanatuan camp due to its solid structures, demands immediate labor from
its new captives. Under the strict control of Captain Kishimoto, the prisoners
are tasked with constructing and maintaining the camp's infrastructure,
which involves setting up latrines and repairing barracks. Kishimoto, a
diminutive yet determined figure, promises the POWs relief only if they

adhere strictly to workloads. Their routine includes arduous tasks like

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ownl



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

clearing jungle brush and working on a supposed new road, which the POWs

eventually suspect is intended for a Japanese airfield.

Among the prisoners, Bruce Elliott, Mac McDole, Smitty, and Roy
Henderson emerge as personalities who endure the harsh conditions in their
unigue ways. They endure beatings, face starvation, and even malaria
despite some Japanese guards—Ilike the mild-mannered
"Smiley"—aexhibiting sporadic acts of kindness by turning a blind eye to
food foraging.

The harsh circumstances inspire escape attempts, motivated by memories of
home and the harsh realities of captivity. The first group, led by Elliott,
successfully escapes after meticulously planning and braving various risks.
Utilizing an improvised canoe, they journey southward, eventually finding
refuge with an American family and connecting with alocal guerrilla
resistance group. Their saga kindles the aspiration among remaining
captives, leading to subsequent escape attempts, notably by Charles Oscar
Watkins and Jopaul “Joe” Little, who employ low-profile methods to avoid

immediate detection.

Simultaneoudly, an undercurrent of resistance grows within Palawan itself.
Notable figures such as Dr. Higinio Acosta Mendoza—a former governor
turned guerrillaleader—play pivotal rolesin organizing local resistance

against Japanese rule. With support from families like the Loudons and
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Mayors, who have a history of enduring hardships and tragedies, the local

guerrillaefforts form "'Palawan’ s Fighting One Thousand," a network

committed to resisting Japanese oppression and aiding any escaping POWS.

The chapters beautifully intertwine the daily survival struggles of the POWs
with the broader narrative of resistance in Palawan, painting a picture of
resilience and hope against an oppressive backdrop. While the camp lifeis

grueling, the spirit of the individuals—both captive and free—remains

unbroken markina a chanter of braverv and <olidaritv amidst the horrors of
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. PALAWAN'S“FIGHTING ONE
THOUSAND”

In Chapters 5 and 6, the narrative unveils the harrowing experiences of
American POWs under Japanese captivity on Palawan Island during World
War Il. The story commences with the escape of six American prisoners on
August 11, causing considerable distress to Captain Kishimoto, the camp
commandant. Ensign Bob Russell and others endure increased harshness as
Kishimoto restricts the prisoners to camp and slashes their rations. Guards

patrol continuously, creating atense environment.

Within this oppressive atmosphere, Y eoman First Class Hubert Dwight
Hough experiences the brutality of the guards firsthand. After failing to
salute aguard, heisviolently attacked, reopening an old wound. Despite his
injuries, he is assigned to clerical duties, which allows him to clandestinely

maintain his own secret records.

Asthe narrative continues, it becomes evident that the prisoners,

mal nourished and overworked, harbored thoughts of escape. Inspired by the
disappearance of Bruce Elliott and his companions, Seaman First Class
Charles Oscar Watkins and Aviation Ordnanceman Third Class Jopaul “ Joe”
Little plot their escape. On August 28, they seize an opportunity, slipping

away during awork break into the dense jungle.
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Meanwhile, the harsh conditions persist. PoWs are subjected to hard |abor
under arelentless sun, where they clear the unforgiving terrain with
makeshift tools. Some manage to supplement their meager rations by
opportunistically gathering fruits and small animals, facing severe penalties

if caught.

Frustration with their circumstances leads Watkins and Little to embark on
their escape journey. Guided by a Filipino ally, they evade capture for
weeks, navigating through the jungle and eventually crossing paths with the
Palawan guerrilla network led by Major Pedro Manigque. The guerrilla
resistance, composed of determined locals and former officialslike Dr.
Higinio Acosta Mendoza, plays a pivotal role in their survival and effortsto

thwart Japanese dominance.

In Chapter 6, Kishimoto grapples with the subsequent disappearance of
Watkins and Little, further diminishing the camp population. Although
determined to prevent any more escapes, the commandant's threats and
further restrictions remain ineffective deterrents for prisoners weighed down

by hunger and hope for freedom.

Against this bleak backdrop, newly arrived prisoners and existing struggles
are documented. Private First Class Ernie Koblos, having survived horrific
conditions at other camps, joins the prisoners ranks, adapting to the brutal

labor and the merciless punishment meted out to those who defy rules or
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attempt to escape. He and others persist, forming "survival groups' to

support one another.

Concurrently, the presence of the Kempel Tai, afeared Japanese military
police unit, heightens terror among the prisoners. Commanded by Lieutenant
Tadayoshi Watanabe, the unit employs severe measures to suppress any
insubordination, focusing initially on pilfered canned goods from the camp
kitchen.

The narrative crescendoes with the savage beatings of accused thieves
including Seaman Clarence Freeman and Corporal Jack Taylor, whose stoic
endurance underscores the incomprehensible suffering they withstand.
Despite their ordeal, the captured Americans draw strength from their
camaraderie, and snippets of intelligence from sympathetic locals provide

brief glimpses of hope amid ongoing brutality.

Ultimately, hostility and suffering characterize the prisoners daily existence
at Camp 10-A, though resilience and a semblance of optimism cling within
the camp's walls as they ook towards fleeting slivers of hope offered by the

guerrilla network and thoughts of survival.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6: “WE GOT THE THIRD AND
FOURTH DEGREFE"

In Chapter 6, titled "We Got the Third and Fourth Degree," the grim realities
of lifeasa POW at Camp 10-A on Palawan Island were laid bare. The
narrative begins with the disappearance of Charlie Watkins and Joe Little,
which sparked the wrath of the camp's commandant, Captain Kishimoto. His
anger was palpable as this marked yet another embarrassing escape under his
oversight. As punishment, the remaining POWs were confined for three days
with severely reduced rations, enduring an environment filled with rumors of
their comrades fate. Despite tensions and the commandant's stern warnings
about loyalty, the prisoners continued with forced labor, particularly

working on the airfield under sweltering conditions.

Among the POWs was Mac McDole, a spirited and rebellious figure who
struggled to suppress his natural fervor against abuse, atrait shaped by his
tough upbringing during the Great Depression. The narrative paints avivid
portrait of his defiance against the guards, often engaging in minor acts of
rebellion despite the consequences. This defiance, however, was largely
symbolic; escape seemed an impossible endeavor due to malnourishment

and the strict vigilance of the guards.

As new prisoners arrived, including figures like Captain Fred Bruni and

Lieutenant Frank Golden, the camp roster grew but so did the incidence of

Dlgrid

More Free Book R
Cof 2
Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

ilIness and death, underscoring the brutal conditions. The POWSs day-to-day
life was marred by rampant diseases, malnutrition, and relentless abuse by
the guards, such as the infamous "Mushmouth," a particularly cruel corporal

who seemed to derive pleasure from inflicting pain.

This chapter also highlights individual stories of resilience and the discrete
acts of rebellion that gave prisoners a semblance of control over their dire
circumstances. Mac's quiet acts of laziness and ingenuity, such as pilfering
or slacking on work, were met with predictable violence, yet he persisted,
showing a spirit that refused to be entirely crushed.

A significant development was the arrival of the Kempei Tai, afeared
Japanese military police unit that rendered the camp's regime even harsher.
As thefts from the camp kitchen came to light, the Kempel Tai meted out
brutal punishments to instill fear and obedience among the POWs. Notably,
a public flogging incident became a spectacle of cruelty, leaving several men
heavily beaten. Despite these brutal ordeals, the resolve among the prisoners
to maintain their dignity and a sense of camaraderie through "survival

groups' offered some semblance of solidarity.

In Chapter 7, "Escape and Evasion," we switch focus to the attempts of
certain prisoners to break free from the oppressive camp conditions. Smitty,
whose background in Texas had been far removed from these dire

circumstances, found his resolve tested by the brutal reality of captivity. His
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skirmishes with authority, compounded by the harsh punishments meted out
by the guards, underscored the daily trials faced by the POWSs.

The chapter marks significant escape attempts, starting with Navy Y eoman
Bruce Elliott and his comrades, who defied the odds by managing to flee the
camp. Their journey took them through perilous terrains and various
treacherous encounters with the Japanese and local collaborators. Y et, with
the help of local Filipino guerrillas risking their lives to aid them, these

escapees clung to survival and hope.

The account of these escapees reveals the complexity of their plight, asthey
navigated through hostile territories, fraught with dangers at every turn.
Concurrently, the resistance movements led by Filipino guerrillas, such as
those under Major Pedro Manigque and Datu Jolkipli, played a pivotal role
in not just supporting American escapees but also in waging their battles

against the Japanese.

The narrative further follows the continued efforts of other escapees, like
Watkins and Little, who bravely traversed hostile territories seeking refuge
among islands, and of those who fell victim to betrayers or the relentless
pursuit by Japanese forces. The tales of survival brought a glimmer of hope
and courage amid despair, painting a picture of enduring human spirit

against overwhelming odds.
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Through both chapters, the themes of endurance, resilience, and camaraderie
arevividly illustrated, providing a harrowing yet compelling insight into the
experiences of those imprisoned at Camp 10-A and their pursuits of freedom

and liberation from the grip of war.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. ESCAPE AND EVASION

Chapter 7. Escape and Evasion

Smitty, originally known as Rufus from East Texas, reminisced about
happier holidays amid the dreary life of a POW in Palawan during World
War 1. After joining the U.S. Marines and being stationed in the Philippines,
his capture reduced him to longing for smpler holiday seasons back home.
In November 1942, Smitty witnessed brutal beatings at the camp that fueled
his anger yet didn't deter him and others from stealing food to survive,
Fellow prisoners Farmer and Boswell were severely punished for pilfering,

exemplifying the camp's harsh conditions.

A temporary respite came with a Japanese holiday, providing aday off from
construction duties. Prisoner Hubert Hough had a notable encounter with a
Filipino guerrilla, highlighting an underground network informing and
assisting them. As the POW numbers dwindled due to iliness and forced
transfers back to Manila, life in the camp remained bleak. By late 1942, a
Red Cross inspection raised false hopes for better conditions, only resulting

in care packages rather than improved treatment.

Despite harsh conditions, the prisoners found ways to pass the time, like

playing poker with makeshift cards crafted by Mac McDole from discarded
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materials. Trading became vital, with cigarettes being a high-value currency.
Amidst boredom and desperation, thoughts of escape persisted among the
prisoners, though advice from medic Phil Brodsky cautioned against it,

citing the dangers of isolation on the island and unpredictable locals.

Escapees like Navy Y eoman Bruce Elliott and his comrades successfully
fled, receiving critical help from Filipino alies willing to risk everything.
Their escape was met with challenges, but they also launched guerrilla
attacks against Japanese forces. Tragically, one escapee, Buddy Henderson,
was killed by a collaborator, reinforcing the perils they faced. Lieutenant
Damon "Rocky" Gause and Lieutenant William Osborne joined Elliott's
group temporarily, but had to continue their own journey to Australia due to

limited boat space.

Filipino guerrilla efforts emerged as a counter-force, with Major Pedro
Manigque leading resistance on Palawan. Acts of sabotage, recruitment
drives, and gathering supplies characterized their defiance against Japanese
occupation. However, the Japanese responded with brutal interrogations,
exemplified by Valentin Macaset's torture, which did not deter resistance
leaders like Dr. Higinio Mendoza.

Various escape attempts continued, though success came at great risk.

Among the escapees were those seeking to reach broader guerrillaforces

through perilous island-hopping and raids against the Japanese. With
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ongoing courage and determination, many managed to flee Palawan, but the
cost was high; not all would survive to see freedom, illustrating the

relentless and dangerous pursuit of liberty amid war.

Chapter 8: Changing of the Guard

Following each escape, the remaining American POWSs in Palawan suffered
increased ration cuts and abuses, taking a severe toll on their health. Mac
McDole devel oped skin ulcers, reflecting the dreadful conditions as thin,
damaged skin easily led to infections. The Japanese needed their prisoners
aliveto build an airfield but provided minimal medical resources, forcing

cases of tropical ailmentsto be transferred to Manilawhenever possible.

Malaria and poor conditions plagued prisoners like Roy Henderson, whose
IlIness resulted in confounding struggles and a fight that worsened his
condition, landing him on the sick list. His friends, determined to help, went
to great lengths, including secret coconut raids, to support him until he could
leave. Despite heart-wrenching farewells, other prisoners, including Joe
Dupont, had to enact clever deceptions to make the sick list and escape the

camp's labor.

Amid these dire conditions, compassionate figures like Captain Kishimoto,

although eventually replaced, reluctantly offered minor relief through sports
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and recreation. POWs like Clarence Clough even crafted makeshift musical
instruments to lift spirits. However, Kishimoto's eventual departure marked
aregime change as First Lieutenant Kinoshita took command, bringing

harsher punishments and stricter work demands.

In April, recovery allowed McDole to assume light duties, providing respite
from exhaustive labor. Meanwhile, POWs creatively endured through
humor, games, and rudimentary attempts to sabotage work progress.
Continuous attempts and tensions around escapes led to threats and
interventions by fellow prisoners, determined to maintain the delicate

balance of survival against unrelenting captors and internal conflict.

The arrival of new laborers, including survivors like Tommie Daniels and Ed
Petry who bore scars from previous grueling conditions, brought a reminder
of resilience and fortitude. Mac McDole, relieved of laboriously grueling
work by injury, formed bonds with familiar faces from his past, collectively
navigating the shared torment. Meanwhile, individual tragedies, such as

accidental deaths, further underscored the precariousness of their lives.

Asthey coped with arduous daily life and malicious guards, they met
unexpected allies, like the opportunistically naive guard "Blinky," whose
obliviousness provided moments of respite or potential escape, narrowly
avoided in consideration of the fates of fellow prisoners. In this strain of

hope and despair, the prisoners continued to adapt and survive amid
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unyielding oppression.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: By immersing yourself in the story of Smitty
and his fellow prisoners, you're reminded of the unwavering resilience
that emerges in the face of extreme adversity. Despite the bleak
conditions and the constant threat of brutality, their indomitable spirit
pushes them to find innovative ways to survive, maintain hope, and
even strike against their oppressors. This chapter inspires you to
understand that even in your darkest hours, the human spirit has a
remarkabl e capacity to persevere and adapt, using cunning,
camaraderie, and courage to push through and seek freedom. It'sa
testament to the inner strength that residesin all of us, urging you to

tap into it during your own challenging times.
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Chapter 8: 8: CHANGING OF THE GUARD

### Chapters 8 and 9 Summary:
Changing of the Guard (Chapter 8):

Asthe situation in the POW camp in Puerto Princesa deteriorates due to
stricter Japanese control, the American prisoners of war endure severe
hardships, including malnutrition, abuse, and lack of medical supplies. The
Japanese continue to enforce brutal measures following attempted escapes,
making life unbearable for the prisoners. Captain Hickman and Lieutenant
Mango, tasked with medical care, struggle due to insufficient resources.
Instances of courage and friendship are highlighted, such as McDole and
Smitty's efforts to secure food for the ailing Henderson. Amidst grueling
conditions, acts of camaraderie surface, such as clandestine sports and
musical activities, which provide temporary relief to the prisoners. Despite
challenges, a semblance of normalcy is seen through attempts to maintain

daily routines, albeit with rudimentary means.
Captain Kishimoto, initially alenient commandant, is replaced by First

Lieutenant Kinoshita after several prisoners escape—a change signifying

harsher treatment for the Americans. Under Kinoshita, the prisoners
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experience intensified labor demands and increased brutality, facing beatings
for minor infractions. Nonetheless, the POWSs exhibit resilience, building an
airfield under harsh conditions and maintaining hope through small acts of
rebellion and sabotage, like adding excess sand to concrete mixes to hinder

airstrip construction.

Despite the grim circumstances, efforts to thwart escape plans by new guards
and the Kempei Tai military police indicate a tightening grip over the camp.
Despite this, some prisoners make audacious attempts to flee, risking severe
punishment if caught. Among these instances, McDole€'s brush with death
due to a burst appendix underscores the perilous living conditions, yet also
highlights the resourcefulness and determination of individuals like Doc
Mango, who performs surgeries under dire conditions, and the support

network among the prisoners.

Code Name " Red Hankie" (Chapter 9):

With deteriorating living conditions marked by harsh punishment and
extreme measures for minor transgressions, the prisoners adapt to the
unforgiving environment in inventive ways. The unbearable conditions
prompt prisoners like Bartato risk severe punishment for basic hygiene,
while others like Moore' s group suffer harsh collective retributions for

individual failings.
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Stories of resilience and bravery emerge as POWSs persevere under relentless
abuse. A foiled escape attempt by Ditto and May exemplifies both the desire
for freedom and the severe repercussions faced by recaptured escapees, as

they endure brutal torture but maintain resilience.

The chapter highlights the crucial role of the guerrilla network led by figures
like Mendoza, who risk their lives to assist the prisoners despite looming
threats. Elements of guerrilla warfare intertwine with personal narratives, as
former POWs connect with resistance movements, finding hope outside the
camp's confines. Mendoza's tragic fate after capture by Japanese forces,
alongside the removal of sympathetic figures like Interpreter Sumida and the
benevolent efforts of Mendoza's wife, "Red Hankie," showcase the human

costs and bravery tied to the resistance.

The escape and eventual rescue of former Palawan POWSs like Elliott and
Swift aboard the USS Narwhal reveal a pathway to freedom against all odds.
Their journey underscores the treacherous but hopeful routes taken by those
seeking liberation, supported by a covert network of guerrillas and

sympathetic figures.
Collectively, these chapters document the harrowing experiences and

indomitable spirit of American POWSs on Palawan Island during WWII.

They are stories of survival, resistance, and fleeting glimpses of freedom
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amidst the harsh realities of wartime captivity, driven by alliances that
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9: CODE NAME “RED HANKIE”

Chapter 9: Code Name " Red Hankie" Summary:

In late 1943, conditions in Puerto Princesa prison camp drastically worsen
with Joe Barta and fellow prisoners facing brutal punishments for seemingly
minor infractions like trying to take a bath or smuggling food. Notably, an
escape attempt by Marines Walt Ditto and Bob May, with Filipino help, is
thwarted, resulting in severe torture for the duo. Amid these hardships, Red
Cross parcels provide some relief, offering prisoners tangible reminders of

home, albeit often pilfered by guards.

At the same time, aresilient guerrilla network is active on Palawan, with
|leaders like Nazario Mayor and Dr. Higinio Mendoza aiding the American
prisoners and evading the Japanese military's aggressive attempts to
eliminate them. Dr. Mendozais captured and executed in early 1944, hisfate
devastatingly unclear to hisfamily until much later. Despite setbacks, the
guerrilla efforts persist, notably with Mayor expanding his operations and

collaborating with American fugitives.
Meanwhile, escape efforts involve dangerous sea voyages, with some

POWSs, including Bruce Elliott and Charlie Watkins, managing to evade

recapture and eventually return to Allied lines. Their harrowing journeys
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underscore the challenges and perils faced by those outside the reach of

Japanese camps.

By mid-1944, Navy Y eoman Hubert Hough connects with Triny Mendoza,
receiving and dispatching vital intelligence through a supportive Japanese
guard, "Shorty" Sumida. Mendoza, known by the code name "Red Hankie,"
provides aid until the network's activities become too risky. She escapesin
August 1944, continuing her contribution to the guerrilla cause from a safer

distance.

Chapter 10: Sub Survivorsand Coastwatchers Summary:

In the summer of 1944, the support for American escapees significantly
enhances with the involvement of U.S. submarines and coastwatchers on
Palawan. On June 8, Commander Marshall H. "Red" Austin’s submarine,
Redfin, plays adirect role in bringing in the 978th Signal Corps, including
Master Sergeant Amando Corpus and his team. These operatives, protected
by guerrillas, set up covert operations to transmit crucial intelligence about

Japanese movements back to Australia.
This network aids survivors of two tragic submarine losses near Palawan in

July and August 1944. The USS Robalo hits amine, with only afew crew

members surviving initially, but their capture and subsequent disappearance
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leave their fate uncertain. Similarly, the USS Hier also strikes a mine, but
eight crew members are rescued thanks to guerrilla efforts and radio

coordination with Australia.

In a poignant note, the mental toll of these operations manifests when
Sergeant Corpus, devastated by the loss of Flier, takes his own life.
Nevertheless, the mission persists, highlighting the dedication and sacrifice

central to these rescue efforts.

The extraction missions by the "Silent Service" continue to be perilous yet
pivotal, as demonstrated by Captain Austin's Redfin rescuing the Flier's
survivors and others like Charlie Watkins, who had long evaded capture.
Their eventual reunion with home serves as a bittersweet triumph and
testament to the resilience and cooperation of both the guerrillaand

coastwatcher networks.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10: SUB SURVIVORS AND
COASTWATCHERS

### Chapter 10: Sub Survivors and Coastwatchers

During the summer of 1944, key operations took place on Palawan Island to
support American POWSs attempting to escape from the Japanese-run Puerto
Princesa camp. The efforts involved local guerrillas and informants, as well

as coastwatchers and U.S. submarines from Australia.

On June 8, 1944, under Commander Marshall H. "Red" Austin, the
submarine Redfin landed a team of specialists on Ramos Island near
Palawan. These men, part of the 978th Signal Corps led by Master Sergeant
Amando Corpus, were tasked with gathering intelligence on Japanese
movements. By mid-July, they had joined guerrillas led by Captain Nazario
Mayor to enhance their security. The group's operations involved
communicating crucial information, such as weather and enemy shipping

reports, to Australia.

Another crucia landing occurred on August 8, when the submarine Seawol f
inserted more coastwatchers on Palawan's northern end. They successfully
began transmissions by late August, heavily relying on the U.S. submarines

support despite the significant risks involved. Many sailors lost their lives
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during these operations, highlighting the peril and intensity of these

missions.

Ed Petry stumbled upon distressing news regarding the USS Robalo. A note
from four surviving sailorsindicated they were held in a brig, presumed to
be conducting guerrilla activities. Unfortunately, the Robalo had been lost
on July 2, after hitting amine, leading to the deaths of most crew members.
By mid-August, despite various attempts to assist these sailors, their fate
turned grim as they vanished post-transfer to Manila. Subsequent war
Investigations suggested they might have been executed by the Japanese.

The deadly conditions for U.S. submariners continued when USS Flier
struck a mine on August 13, near the same waters, with only afew survivors
enduring the ordeal. Fortuitously, local guerrillas provided shelter and help,

eventually leading to a successful submarine rescue.

### Chapter 11: The Weasel and the Buzzard

By August 1944, the POWSs at Puerto Princesa faced a significant
reshuffling, mirroring the chaos caused by the Japanese intentions to reduce
labor on Palawan. As conditions deteriorated, guards split the prisoners into

two groups, transferring many to Bilibid Prison in Manila.

Commander changes at the camp brought harsher treatment. Captain
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Nagayoshi Kojima, nicknamed "the Weasel," took command, enforcing
brutal regimens. His aide, Lieutenant Y oshikazu Sato, known as "the
Buzzard," intensified the maltreatment of prisoners, with his team quickly
reinforcing oppressive conditions. Nutritional and working conditions

further declined, pushing the prisoners resilience to its limits.

Meanwhile, rumors of approaching liberation circulated among the POWS,
fueled by Allied progress. By October, asthe U.S. invasion of Leyte began,
American air raids on Puerto Princesa increased, revealing the fragility of
Japanese control. Despite these conditions, morale fluctuated, partly lifted
by sightings of American aircraft, including the bomber piloted by
Commander Justin Albert Miller. Though attacks brought repercussions

from guards, they signaled the possibility of an end to captivity.

Prisoner and guerrilla efforts continued in subtle yet impactful ways. For
example, Ed Petry ingeniously disrupted work schedules to provide brief
respites. Even as mistreatment escalated following air raids, prisoners found

solace in small acts of defiance.

The two chapters highlight the interconnected struggles and courage
exhibited by the imprisoned men, local guerrillas, and U.S. military forces
amidst the brutality of war, illustrating a shared quest for survival and
freedom during World War I1.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11: THE WEASEL AND THE
BUZZARD

Chapter 11: The Weaseal and the Buzzard

In the oppressive environment of the Puerto Princesa compound, prisoner
Ernie Koblos noticed an unusua number of guards, signaling foreboding
change. After 22 months of grueling labor under harsh conditions, his
alertness was piqued by any deviation from routine. Recently, the camp
roster had diminished due to sickness and prisoners being transferred,
indicating potential changes in work assignments. On August 22, 1944, the
Japanese decided to halve the workforce on Palawan. Those selected for
Company A were bound for Bilibid Prison in Manila, a decision organized
by Hubert Hough and others to streamline prisoners' transportation to

Japanese territoriesin need of labor.

The 159 prisoners allocated to Company A soon found themselves aboard
the rusting ship Maru Hachi, but instead of immediate departure, they
labored on the docks, waiting for their uncertain journey. Hubert Hough,
who managed an underground communication network with Filipino
guerrillas, worried about his subterfuge being unveiled as long as the ship
remained docked. When Maru Hachi finally departed on September 22,

1944, the fear of submarine attacks kept both Japanese guards and prisoners
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on alert throughout the voyage to Manila. Though rumors spread that the
ship was torpedoed, a Filipino informant eventually clarified the passengers

safe arrival in Manila.

Back at Puerto Princesa, Smitty and other remaining prisoners adjusted to
half-empty barracks after many friends departed, leaving avoid akin to
losing family members. In the camp's military structure transition, Captain
Nagayoshi Kojima, nicknamed "the Weasel," assumed command,
introducing a more brutal regime with Lieutenant Y oshikazu Sato, "the
Buzzard," enforcing orders. Under this new command, prisoners faced
worsened conditions, exacerbated by more sadistic guards and severely
reduced rations under Kojima's orders. Meanwhile, Allied forces assaultson
Japanese positions signaled impending liberation, yet intensified adversity
under Captain Kojima' s reign foreshadowed a grim outlook for the

prisoners.

Chapter 12: “Annihilate Them All”

The crash of Miller’'s B-24 had left seven crew members stranded on
Ramesamey |sland. Amid scarce resources, Ensign Hector McDaniel
attempted an unsuccessful swim to Palawan. Pilot Justin Miller later built a
makeshift raft, and, alongside McDani€l, they reached Palawan,
encountering Filipino fisherman who relayed their plight to Triny Mendoza,
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a key underground contact. Secretly, Mendoza facilitated the rescue of the
five remaining airmen on Ramesamey, hosting them until Filipino fighters
helped their northward evacuation. Finally, a submarine rescue mission
extracted them, but back at Puerto Princesa, the remaining American

prisoners faced dire circumstances.

As American bombers relentlessly targeted the Puerto Princesa airfield,
Captain Kojima enforced arduous trench digging as supposed bomb shelters
within the camp. Y et, these measures masked a more sinister intent. Secret
orders from Japanese high command dictated the complete annihilation of
POWSs to prevent their liberation, a directive awaiting execution with an
impending American invasion. Meanwhile, the ever-increasing Allied
presence pressured Japanese forces to relocate surviving prisoners on
perilous voyages. Known as “hellships,” these transports cruelly packed
POWSs under inhumane conditions, leading to devastating losses from

disease, starvation, and Allied attacks.

However, Palawan’s remaining prisoners were spared the hellship fate,
facing instead the ominous expectation of execution. Japanese command
deliberations reflected escalating decisions to eliminate POWSs in response to
an anticipated American attack on Palawan. Captive residents of Camp 10-A
faced grim prospects as local guerrilla hostility intensified and Japanese
military officials prepared punitive measures. As the night fell on December

13, 1944, Captain Kojima's assembled lieutenants awaited further
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instructions to ensure no prisoners survived the anticipated Allied arrival,

spreading a pervasive sense of foreboding over the camp's battered souls.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience amid Adversity

Critical Interpretation: The harrowing experiences endured by
prisonersin'As Good As Dead' reveal an extraordinary level of
resilience and perseverance. The ability to remain alert, adapt to
changing circumstances, and maintain a semblance of hope in the face
of unyielding adversity can serve as a poignant inspiration in your life.
Despite being confined in incredibly challenging conditions,
characters like Ernie Koblos and Hubert Hough showcased
tremendous inner strength to navigate overwhelming hardships. This
chapter illustrates the importance of resilience, encouraging you to
find strength within yourself to rise above challenges, embrace
change, and stay vigilant in the pursuit of freedom and dignity. This
message can remind you that even in the darkest times, the human

spirit is capable of remarkable endurance and triumph.
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Chapter 12: 12: “ANNIHILATE THEM ALL”

#i# Chapter 12: " Annihilate Them All"

In the aftermath of "Miller’ s High Life" crash, Ensign Hector McDaniel
attempted a swim from Ramesamey |sland to Palawan amidst dwindling
survival hopes. Pilot Justin Miller, driven by desperation, fashioned a crude
raft, and along with McDaniel, embarked on a perilous journey to Palawan.
After agrueling week, they finally arrived, thanks to the assistance of
Filipino guerrillas led by Triny Mendoza. The guerrillas organized a rescue,
retrieving the stranded airmen. Despite setbacks, these efforts highlighted
the invaluable support of the local resistance, crucial in orchestrating rescues

of American aviators against the backdrop of World War 11.

Meanwhile, at the Puerto Princesa airfield, the remaining American
prisoners of war (POWSs) suffered under relentless bombing raidsin
November 1944. Captain Kojima enforced their labor, compelling them to
dig bomb shelters. Despite pleas for safety modifications, their efforts
underscored their vulnerability. Amidst this, some surviving crew members
from previous missions awaited salvation, receiving long-anticipated

recognition and awards for their bravery.

In agrim turning point, orders from Tokyo decreed the annihilation of all
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prisoners before rescue could be mounted. The directive underpinned the
Japanese determination to prevent the liberation of American prisoners,
highlighting the dire circumstances of POWSs scattered across the Pacific.
The directive's execution loomed, as clandestine orders permitted the
liquidation of prisoners facing impending battle, encapsulating the brutal
reality of war.

#i## Chapter 13: " The Gauntlet"

In achilling early morning at Puerto Princesa, POWs were roused into
unexpected action. Amid an unusual presence of guards signaling unease,
prisoners like Petry and Nielsen noted shiftsin their captors demeanor. At
midday, Lieutenant Y oshikazu Sato announced the end of their labor duties,
only to shepherd them back to camp—a prelude to a brutal plot unfolding.

As the camp settled, multiple air-raid alarms intensified restlessness. Guards
forced the prisonersinto their bomb shelters, shadowed by escalating
tension. With aert bells ringing anew, guards unleashed an orchestrated
massacre. Lieutenant Sato exemplified the cruelty, killing a POW who
ventured outside. Pandemonium ensued as shelters were drenched in

gasoline and ignited, marking the onset of a horrific massacre.

Inside the terrifying infernos, prisoners faced the ultimate horror, witnessing
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fellow comrades being incinerated or forced to flee ambush-range shelters.
A desperate scramble ensued as pockets of POWSs navigated a labyrinth of
death, fire, and bullets seeking escape. Amidst chaos and devastation, some,
like McDole and Smitty, orchestrated daring escapes to the rocky cliffs,

grasping a slim chance of survival against overwhelming odds.

The few survivors scrambled for life on treacherous beaches, underscoring
the narrative of human resilience and survival even amidst orchestrated
annihilation. As the camp at Puerto Princesa became engulfed in flames and
tragedy, it starkly highlighted the brutal realities faced by POWsin the
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13: THE GAUNTLET

In this gripping chapter, a chaotic and harrowing scene unfolds within a
Japanese prisoner-of-war camp on Palawan Island during World War 11. In
the dead of night, Japanese guards rouse the weary prisoners, forcing them
into another exhausting round of labor filling craterson an airfield. As
tensions mounted with an unusual display of guards and artillery presence,

the prisoners suspected an impending American attack.

In an unexpected turn, Lieutenant Y oshikazu Sato, known as "the Buzzard,"
announced to the prisoners that their working days were over, prompting
confusion and speculation among the men. However, instead of release or
reprieve, the prisoners were herded back to their camp where they
encountered an increased and heavily-armed guard presence. What ensuesis
acalculated and brutal plan by the Japanese soldiers, driven by ordersto
eliminate the POWs due to a perceived imminent threat of an American

Invasion.

Severdl air raid alarms, sounded by the camp's church bell, send the
prisoners scurrying for cover. Asthe third alarm rings, signaling an
impending and unprecedented air assault, the prisoners sense something
more sinister at play. Sato violently enforces discipline, demonstrating the
grave threat hanging over the captives. The guards' intentions become

horrifically clear when the prisoners witness the methodical and savage
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onset of their execution.

Trapped in their shelters, the prisoners face a hellish ordeal as Japanese
soldiers ruthlessly douse the tunnels with gasoline and set them ablaze.
Many prisoners attempt to escape the inferno, only to be mowed down by
machine-gun fire or killed with bayonets. The horrific massacre spurs frantic
attempts at escape by small groups of POWs who bravely break out of the
shelters and sprint towards arisky, yet hopeful, path to freedom over a steep
cliff.

Asthe violence intensifies, several prisoners manage to navigate through
escape tunnels or dodge gunfire to reach the beach, their path precarious but
their resolve unshaken to survive the onslaught. The chapter captures the
prisoners chaos, bravery, and unyielding desperation in the face of an
overwhelming and brutal foe, underscoring the harrowing trials and fleeting

glimmers of hope amid the horrors of war.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14: HUNTED

Chapter 14: Hunted Summary

In the harrowing story set amidst the rocky and narrow coastline below
Camp 10-A, ahandful of American prisoners of war attempt a desperate
escape from Japanese guards. The coastal terrain of Puerto PrincesaBay is
treacherous, and the beach islittered with jagged rocks and turbulent waters.
The prisoners, including notable figures such as John Stanley, George Eyre,
Waldo Hale, Doug Bogue, and others, risk their lives navigating this perilous

landscape in pursuit of freedom.

Despite their best efforts, many escapees are cut down by bullets fired from
guards stationed above. Bogue, wounded and battered, encounters several
Japanese sailors setting up a machine gun. In afierce confrontation, he
seizes the weapon and manages to fend off his attackers, though he
eventually abandons the gun as he finds atemporary hiding spot in a small

crevice.

The massacre continues as Japanese soldiers mercilessly hunt down the
escapees. Joe Barta, Ed Petry, and Beto Pacheco, among others, attempt to
hide in caves or other geological features, clinging to life as gunfire and

explosions surround them. In these desperate moments, camaraderie and
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quick decision-making are crucial as each man relies on the cover of

nightfall for a chance of survival.

Amidst the chaos, the guards’ brutality escalates, with prisoners being
tortured along the beach. Those who attempt to swim across the bay face the
deadly crossfire and the danger of shark-infested waters. Despite the odds
stacked against them, a sense of defiance and bravery emerges asthe
escapees band together, using inventive strategies to evade their captors,

including hiding among the garbage or clinging to logs in the water.

Chapter 15: Fightsand Flight Summary

The nightmare for the American prisoners of war continues as they attempt
to evade capture and seek freedom, with the spotlight now on specific
individuals like Smitty, Gene Nielsen, and Willie Balchus.

Smitty remains hidden near the top of the cliffs, narrowly avoiding
discovery by Japanese guards who come dangerously close. His survival
instinct sharpens as he considers the likelihood of the guards using fire to
smoke out any remaining escapees. His luck holds, however, as distraction,

determination, and pure grit see him through each close call.

Gene Nielsen, once hidden in a garbage dump to evade detection, makes a
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daring escape into the water. He swims for hislife under gunfire, guided by
constellations and his memories of childhood swimming practice. Despite
being struck by bullets, Nielsen's will to survive pushes him onward, battling

exhaustion and disorientation in the vast bay.

Meanwhile, Willie Balchus and Mo Deal plot a different escape path,
contemplating arming themselves and engaging nearby Filipino guerrillas.
Despite their plans to overpower Japanese guards, the duo faces
overwhelming odds and becomes separated. While Balchus begins his own
harrowing swim amidst threats from both above and below the water
surface, Deal, injured and cornered, endures brutal treatment at the hands of

the guards.

As night descends, some of the escapees find themselves swimming solo
across Puerto Princesa Bay. The narrative draws attention to the physical and
emotional struggles of these men, whose past experiences and survival skills
merge in their fight for freedom. Nielsen, guide-star in sight, and Kobl os,
resourceful amid adversity, epitomize resilience against seemingly
insurmountable odds. The gripping tales of these nine survivors highlight
both the monstrous cruelty of their captors and the indomitable spirit of the
men who fought against despair to grasp at freedom against the backdrop of

war.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15: FIGHTSAND FLIGHT

In the gripping narrative of survival titled "Fights and Flight," chapters 15
and 16 unfold the harrowing escape of American POWSs following a vicious

massacre by Japanese forces during World War 11.

Chapter 15 begins with Smitty, a soldier hiding near the top of a cliff,
narrowly escaping detection by Japanese guards who are meticulously
searching for surviving American prisoners. The chapter paints avivid
picture of Smitty's life-or-death vigilance and the sheer desperation of his
situation. As the Japanese continue their hunt, Smitty witnesses both the
heroism and demise of hisfellow prisoners, each scene amplifying the

tension and horror of their predicament.

Meanwhile, Gene Nielsen escapes a garbage dump after the guards
temporarily withdraw. He joins other American fugitives, seeking refugein
a cramped seaside cave. As Nielsen endeavorsto stay undetected, his ordeal
intensifies. Bullets graze him during a perilous swim to evade the Japanese

patrols, underscoring the relentless peril faced by the POWSs.

Amidst these struggles, glimpses into the survivors pasts add depth to their
characters. For instance, we learn about Joe Barta's resilient spirit, deeply
influenced by a challenging upbringing that fuels his determination to

survive, even as he driftsinto delirium while swimming for hislife,
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As night falls, Smitty and other fugitives, including Mo Deal and Willie
Balchus, make desperate bids for freedom. Some attempt to swim across
Puerto Princesa Bay to reach the relative safety of guerilla-controlled areas
on Palawan Island. Their journey is fraught with dangers, including shark

attacks and relentless enemy fire.

Chapter 16 shifts the focus to a network of Filipino guerrillas who are
risking everything to help the escapees. Led by Pedro Pgje, who initialy
appears to be a collaborator but is revealed to be an underground leader,
these locals play a crucial role in aiding the wounded POWS. The escapees
are welcomed by colonists from the Iwahig Penal Colony, who provide them

with food, clothing, and medical attention.

Asthe narrative unfolds, the escapees' treacherous journey through the
jungle and swamps becomes a fight for survival against both natural and
human threats. Niels Nielsen, wounded and delirious, finds temporary solace

with newfound allies, intact despite his fraught mental state.

Throughout these chapters, the story is laced with deeply personal
recollections, moments of valor, and the shared determination of the
survivors and their Filipino alies to outwit their captors. The themes of
desperation, camaraderie, and the indomitable will to survive shine through

as these men confront unthinkable odds in their quest for freedom.
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Chapter 16: 16: SWIMMERS AND SURVIVORS

Chapter 16: Swimmersand Survivors

The night of December 14 had been catastrophic; by morning, the survivors
of the Palawan Massacre were in afight for life. Among them, Beto Pacheco
and Ed Petry struggled through bullet wounds as they swam the dark waters
of the bay for nearly seven hours, determined to escape their Japanese
captors. They were not alone in the water. Joe Barta, known for his
resilience despite a challenging life marked by loss and hardship, pushed
past his limitations despite exhaustion. He drifted in and out of
consciousness, motivated by memories of his late mother encouraging him

not to give up.

Back in the water, Doug Bogue and Ernie Koblos also managed to reach
safety. Meanwhile, Filipino allies from the lwahig Penal Colony, under the
guidance of Rufino G. Bondad and the Palawan Underground Forces,
scoured the area from their bancas, vigilant for escapees. They provided a
beacon of hope amidst despair, ultimately locating and assisting Beto and
Ed.

The survivors sought refuge among the Filipino resistance fighters, who

offered them solace and attended to their wounds. A larger refuge awaited
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them at Brooke' s Point, a guerrilla outpost, but until they reached sanctuary,

they knew they could not rest.

Chapter 17: Mac’'s Odyssey

Mac McDole, hidden in the filth of the camp dump, awoke to find himself
amid one of the most dangerous periods of his captivity. The previous night
had been filled with fear and uncertainty, but the morning brought fresh
hope. As Japanese guards scoured the area, Mac found an unlikely haven

within a garbage dump.

When dawn broke to reveal the ongoing Japanese search, Mac took a
desperate plunge into the ocean, aiming for the far side of Puerto Princesa
Bay. However, the treacherous conditions forced him back to his hiding
place. An unexpected ally appeared in the form of Dane Hamric, agravely
wounded fellow POW who had narrowly escaped the slaughter alongside

Mac.

As Mac tended to Hamric’ s life-threatening injuries, the men bonded over
shared suffering and determination. However, repeated attempts to flee were
halted by Hamric's deteriorating state, forcing Mac to face a cruel decision:
leave hisfriend to die or stay and potentially sacrifice his own life.

Ultimately, Mac's loyalty kept him by Hamric’'s side until the barricade of
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death overtook hisfriend.

After laying Hamric to rest, Mac realized fate had granted him another shot
at survival. Setting his sights on the Penal Colony on the far shore, bolstered
by the shining navigational guide of the stars, he embraced one final attempt
to swim for hislife, heartened by the hope of freedom intertwined with

profound sadness for his lost comrades.

Both chapters illustrate the resilience and tenacity of the surviving American

POWSs—individual stories of courage threading through the jungle, the sea,

and 1iltimatalyv nronaled by the daetermination to live and to honor their
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17: MAC’SODY SSEY

Chapter 17: Mac’'s Odyssey

On December 15, Mac McDole awoke in a camp dump, engulfed in the
repulsive stench and crawling insects. Fearful of detection by Japanese
soldiers patrolling the Puerto Princesa coastline, Mac lay hidden under
rotting food, plagued by pain and indecision. The sun’srise intensified his
dilemma: stay hidden or risk daylight exposure. With Japanese guards
looming close, Mac narrowly escaped discovery when a gunshot down the

beach drew their attention away.

Seizing his moment, Mac ran barefoot along the shore, blood trailing from
cuts on coral. He found refuge in a small, water-filled cave where he spent
the day nursing his wounds and recalling the horrors he had witnessed,
including the deaths of fellow POWSs. At nightfall, he attempted an ocean
escape, driven to reach Iwahig Penal Colony despite the stormy conditions

forcing him back to shore.

A new challenge arose as Corporal Dane Hamric, severely wounded and
overwhelmed by gangrene, joined him in the cramped cave. Though Mac
washed Hamric’ sinjuries, it was clear a swim for freedom was now even

riskier. As Hamric weakened, Mac weighed painful choices, refusing to
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abandon his dying comrade. Instead, he comforted Hamric in hisfinal hours

and burrowed the body on the coral beach.

Determined, Mac made one last desperate attempt across the bay under the
night's guidance of stars. His grueling journey was fueled by hope and sheer
will to survive as the last American from the Palawan M assacre seeking

refuge across the perilous waters.

Chapter 18: Eleven Against the Elements

Ed Petry and five other American POW escapees, with Filipino guides
Lieutenant Poyatos and Sergeant Padilla, were traversing the treacherous
terrain of Palawan Island during the pre-dawn hours of December 17.
Struggling with exhaustion and injuries, they aimed to reach the guerrilla

zone south of Puerto Princesa while evading Japanese patrols.

Their journey forced them past a Japanese outpost at Inagawan, avillage at
the jungle's edge. Avoiding detection, they advanced to a meeting with
Captain Nazario Mayor’ s guerrillas. Rest and meager nourishment helped,
but two, Nielsen and Pacheco, slowed due to gunshot wounds. With carabao
for transportation and Filipino resolve, they resumed progress toward
Brooke's Point.
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Simultaneoudly, after ataxing four-mile swim, Mac McDole found himself
nearing Iwahig. Drained, he collapsed on the beach, only to be roused by a
coconut's life-sustaining sweetness. Unable to sustain ajungle trek, he
resolved to traverse an inlet, clambering onto a bamboo fish trap draped in
fatigue. Doug Bogue, another survivor, had already made it to safety, having

endured his own brutal trek through mangroves.

Mac, drifting on the fish trap, was found by Filipinos, who had already
rescued Bogue. Overjoyed, they treated Mac’ s wounds and reunited him
with Bogue. The two survivors, though too weak to move, discussed their

harrowing escapes, Mac lamenting Smitty's absence among the living.

Elsewhere, other survivors were scattered. Koblos, Nielsen, Smitty, and their
group proceeded southward, assisted by locals as damaged from past days
and nights. Their journey held risks—such as a nearby Japanese

reconnai ssance plane—but perseverance and Filipino support guided them

closer to relative safety.

Others, like Pop Daniels and Mo Deal, were independently fighting their
battles. Daniels, wounded, had been taken in by local families. Deal, despite
severe injuries, found unexpected refuge nearby. Barta, another escapee,
endured significant physical injuries before Filipinos rescued him from his

plight, fearing Japanese patrols at every turn.
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As these survivors navigated away from the massacre's horror, they
depended on local guerrillas and natural resilience, inching toward liberation

against formidable odds.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18: ELEVEN AGAINST THE
ELEMENTS

In the shadow of the dense jungles of Palawan Island, December 17 marks a
critical point for agroup of American POWs and their Filipino guides as
they navigate their treacherous escape to safety. After days on the run from
Camp 10-A, Ed Petry, Willie Smith, Beto Pacheco, Gene Nielsen, Willie
Balchus, and Ernie Koblos painstakingly plod through thorny terrain, led by
Lieutenant Poyatos and Sergeant Padilla, whose urgency underscores the
threat of Japanese patrols. Their ultimate goal lies past the formidable
vigilance of the Japanese outpost at | nagawan. Guided by the Filipinos, the
Americans manage a stealthy bypass of thisfinal hurdle and reunite with
friendly guerrillas who offer a brief respite before continuing to

paradoxically scramble toward freedom and flee from recapture.

Amidst the grueling escape, Gene Nielsen'sinjuries highlight the physical
toll endured, but the assistance provided by trusty carabao—and the
cleverness of arobust communication network amongst the
guerrillas—ensures that the group maintains momentum. A mishap at ariver
crossing leads to Koblos breaking his arm, yet the Filipinos' resourcefulness,
using bamboo and banana |eaves, epitomizes their resolve and ingenuity

even as nature and circumstance threaten to hinder their progress.

Parallel to thisjourney, Mac McDole completes an arduous swim across
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Puerto Princesa Bay, eventually finding refuge and aid from kind-hearted
villagers who, unhesitant in their willingness to care for the wounded, stand
as a minor beacon of hope amid suffering. Like cometstrailing in one
another’ stails, Doug Bogue emerges from his own desperate march through
unforgiving swamps and, miraculously, connects with a receptive Filipino
penal colony—his groans attest both to the perils faced and the silent

tenacity that animates each step forward.

While McDole and Bogue acclimatize to their temporary haven, Pedro

Paje' s unexpected visit alerts them to the risks that still lie ahead due to
Japanese patrols scouring for survivors. Despite initial distrust, Paje's
undercover allegiance to the guerrilla cause shifts suspicion to solidarity,
orchestrating a covert exodus that involves careful maneuvers close to the
enemy’ svigilant eye. Thetrio uses their journey’ s persistent hardships to
press onward towards the safety of the guerrilla zone—each step
transforming peril into partnership, as they realize the measures taken by the

local resistance to protect them.

Amid the broader context of strategic tensions, the escapees’ individual
plights intersect with healing and hazard. Under Captain Nazario Mayor’'s
hospitable care at Brooke' s Point, the various escapees are provided both
physical and emotional solace, with festivities and familial camaraderie
brightening their days while awaiting news from General MacArthur’'s

forcesin Australia. The miracle of their continued existence hinges on the
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efficacy of relief efforts and guerrilla coordination, as they maintain
vigilance against nearby Japanese patrols and anxiously await eventual

evacuation.

On January 6, after much anticipation and failed attempts due to
uncontrollable circumstances, the respite comes as Captain Clarence
Solander’s PBY takesin the first survivors, marking a pivotal return to
Allied hands and illuminated by the prospect of sharing critical intelligence
that would potentially preserve other POW lives. Their testimony becomes a
catalytic enclave to MacArthur's imminent campaigns, galvanizing
American forces who soon launch daring rescue operations at other POW

camps in the Philippines.

However, the saga remains unfinished for McDole, Barta, and Bogue. Their
delays persist through jungled setbacks and bouts of ilIness, with Barta's
physical state and McDole s malaria prolonging their perilous route to
freedom. These hardships only culminate with Lieutenant Kenneth
Brissette’ s daring extraction of the trio by PBY on January 21, asthey are
whirled from desolation to the surreal recognition and provision aboard the
USS Tangier. Asthe voyage shifts from survival to semblance, the gravity of
escape turns poignant when news reaches their families, half aworld
unaware of their struggle, even as hopes crystallize into a distant and

perhaps improbable dream made tangible.
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Ultimately, these narratives sew courage and salvation into the rich tapestry
of war's ethics, underpinned by the tenacity of memory that honors those
who helped shape the passage between tragedy and triumph amid the

tropical inferno that was Palawan.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19: EXODUS FROM BROOKE'’'S
POINT

Chapter 19: Exodus from Brooke's Point

On December 20, Pedro Paje, once thought to be atraitor by Mac McDole,
enters Mac's hut. Initially expecting betrayal, Mac is surprised when Paje
reveals that heis actually part of the Filipino resistance against the Japanese,
gathering intelligence for the guerrillas. Pgje assures Mac and his
companion, Bogue, that they are in safe hands and must leave immediately
as Japanese soldiers are approaching. With Pgje and Filipino scouts guiding
them, the group narrowly avoids Japanese patrols and reaches a
guerrilla-held zone, an emotional milestone for the escapees, marking their

entrance into the "free Philippines."

Arriving in avillage, they meet key figures of the resistance, including
Manuel Palanca and Valentin F. Bacosa, who further aid their journey to
safety. During their escape, they encounter the corpse of what was likely
another American escapee. Meanwhile, six other American survivors,
including Willie Smith, have aready reached Nazario Mayor’ s guerrilla
headquarters at Brooke' s Point, where they are provided shelter and care.
The Mayor family and village treat the new arrivals with warmth, despite

their shock at the Americans emaciated conditions.
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The rescue efforts are laced with tension as more Japanese hunting parties
comb for escaped POWSs. Pgje continues to risk hislife, misleading the
Japanese Kempel Tal about the survivors whereabouts. One Christmas, the
group at Brooke's Point celebrates, still under the threat of Japanese patrols,
but hopeful as word comes from MacArthur's headquarters that a rescue
operation isimminent. A false attempt by a Catalina PBY plane raises
hopes, which are dashed by further delays.

Finally, as thefirst group of survivorsis successfully evacuated to Australia,
confirming the strength of the U.S. return to the Philippines, Mac, Bogue,
and a recuperating Joe Barta continue southward with their Filipino alies
assistance. After abrief stay at Brooke's Point that allows them to regain
strength, they are evacuated, mirroring the relief of their companions and

signaling the turning tide of the war in the Pacific theater.

Chapter 20: The Long Road Home

Morale is mixed as Willie Smith and other survivors reach safety but
struggle with adjusting to life again. Smith’ s volatile reaction to a slight over
pie underscores deep-rooted tensions. Despite being treated well, the
survivors endure exhaustive debriefings to document their ordeal for

intelligence purposes, highlighting the brutal realities of their captivity and
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the escape from the Palawan massacre.

Transferred to various locations, including New Guinea, they encounter
endless bureaucratic delays before finally boarding a ship home. Amidst
rumors spread by Tokyo Rose of planned enemy attacks, frustration mounts
but is tempered by the eventual assurance of reaching U.S. soil. Meanwhile,
McDole, Barta, and Bogue, after a warm reception by naval officers
intrigued by their survival stories, travel to Washington for further debriefing
before heading to their respective homes.

Asthe former POWs strive to reintegrate into civilian life, they are
cautiously celebrated, with authorities ensuring their story remains under
wraps to protect any remaining POWs. Their personal reunions are poignant.
In lowa, Mac finds his family eagerly welcoming despite previous losses. In
California, Doug Bogue and Joe Barta find solace in family and the warmth
of home-cooked meals. Meanwhile, two of their companions, hiding in
Palawan, are gradually led to safety astheisland is retaken by Allied forces.

The U.S. makes strategic advances; Palawan is liberated, uncovering the
tragic remains of the massacre. Survivors are slowly pieced together with
loved ones, building new lives post-war. During this, they meet military
figures like General George C. Marshall, acknowledging their courage with
honors, embracing a future that, though haunted by the past, promises hope,

love, and renewal like the marriages and careers that unfold after their
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return.

In atouching conclusion to the harrowing journey, love stories blossom.
Beto Pacheco reunites with along-lost sweetheart, and others engage in
heartfelt endeavors to reconnect with family, complete military duties, and
find peace, concluding with Mac McDol€' s determination to testify in Japan,
affirming that their experiences may contribute to a more profound historical

understanding and justice.
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Chapter 20: 20: THE LONG ROAD HOME

In chapters 20 and 21, the narrative details the journey of former POWSs from
survival to reintegration post-WW]I, highlighting their adjustments and the

trials for war crimes committed during the Palawan Massacre.

In Chapter 20, "The Long Road Home," we follow the experiences of Willie
"Smitty" Smith and other survivors from the Palawan Massacre. Freshly
liberated, the group struggles to adapt to freedom and the routine life at
military bases like Morotai, where frustrations sometimes boil over, leading
to minor conflicts, such as an incident involving a pie fight in the chow line.
Despite being well nourished and cared for at the 155th General Hospital,
anxiety persists as they recount their harrowing experiences to intelligence

officers and partake in documentary filming to record their ordeals.

Smitty, along with fellow survivors like Ernie Koblos and Gene Nielsen,
experiences atedious journey home. Initially flown to Hollandia and
subjected to further interrogations, they endure delays and tropical illnesses
before boarding the USS General A. E. Anderson. Despite propaganda
threats from "Tokyo Rose," promising submarines awaited to sink the ship,

they reach San Francisco after a voyage marked by tension.

The chapter continues with smaller groups of survivors making their way

home, showcasing the realities faced by soldiers like Mac McDole, who
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reconnects with family amidst mixed emotions of joy and sorrow, learning
about personal loss during their captivity. They share their stories, receive
recognition, and gradually reintegrate with society, some embracing familial

comfort while others struggle with adjustments.

In Chapter 21, "Trials and Tributes," attention shifts to justice post-war. U.S.
investigators pursue those responsible for the massacre. Though the process
Is hindered by missing or deceased perpetrators and Japanese intervention,
significant arrests are made, starting with Kiyomasa Okamoto, who, sharing
his knowledge, subsequently commits suicide. Thetrialsaim to hold
accountable figures like General Selichi Terada, who denies involvement,
but multiple sentences are handed down — though often leniently, with

eventual amnesty for many convicts.

Survivors like Mac McDole and Doug Bogue face emotional trials as they
testify against their former captors in Japan. Despite mixed trial outcomes,
the survivors move forward, focusing on family, careers, and the enduring
memories of their experiences. Most embrace civilian life, building families
and livelihoods while navigating the psychological and physical remnants of

war.
Efforts to honor fallen comrades emerge through memorialization in both

the Philippines and the U.S,, thanks to advocates like Don Schloat. These

endeavors ensure the Palawan M assacre and its heroes are remembered,
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establishing tangible reminders of the past and atribute to resilience in the
face of horror. Notable are memorial s like the Palawan Massacre M onument

and new initiatives to educate future generations, providing alasting homage
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Chapter 21 Summary: 21: TRIALSAND TRIBUTES

Trialsand Tributes: A Post-War Pursuit for Justice

The Palawan Massacre, a harrowing event in World War 11 where numerous
American POWs were murdered by Japanese soldiers, remained a haunting
memory in the aftermath of the war. The first apprehended for hisrole was
Kiyomasa Okamoto from the 131st Airfield Battalion, tracked down and
interrogated by U.S. investigators in June 1947. Despite his detailed
guestioning, he was released and tragically took his own life the same
evening, leaving behind a note expressing remorse for hisinability to

provide truthful answers.

Post-war, the U.S. and its Allies established the Internationa Military
Tribunal of the Far East, spending over two years collecting POW affidavits
to prosecute Japanese war criminals. Tracking down those involved in the
Palawan Massacre was fraught with challenges—many had died or were
untraceabl e due to destroyed records. However, Okamoto's interrogation led
to the arrests of Shoniro Nagano and Tomisaburo Sawa, the latter of whom
confessed to hisinvolvement, aiding investigators in eventually seeking

justice.

Despite Japan's assertion that most of the 131st Airfield Battalion members
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were dead or missing, persistent U.S. investigators discovered that several
Japanese officials had interfered with the process by suppressing evidence.
Lieutenant Colonel Richard E. Rudisill spearheaded the investigation, noting
that many battalion members had perished post-landing on Palawan, while

others remained hidden in remote areas.

Efforts shifted towards identifying the camp's senior officers and securing
their testimonies. Some, like Captain Kishimoto and First Lieutenant
Kinoshita, were confirmed missing or deceased, while others like the camp's
cook, Manichi Nishitani, were located. Still, capturing "the Bull" Tomioka

proved elusive due to his escape after initial capture.

In 1948, survivors Mac McDole and Doug Bogue were tasked with
identifying suspects detained at Tokyo's Sugamo Prison. The emotional
encounter was fraught, witnessing faces of their tormentors. Nishitani faced
denial, while Master Sergeant Taichi Deguchi responded stoically. Only
Kuta Schugota, or "Smiley," exhibited remorse, eventually providing afull

confession aiding legal proceedings against other suspects.

The trials commenced in Y okohama and Tokyo by August 1948, marking an
arduous legal battle for justice. Despite solid evidence, outcomes proved
overly lenient, with many perpetrators receiving reduced sentences or
acquittals. Notably, Lieutenant General Selichi Terada was sentenced to life

in prison for hisindirect role, whereas others like Lieutenant General
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Homma faced execution for separate atrocities in the Philippines.

Asthe yearsrolled on, those convicted, including Terada, were gradually
released due to a general amnesty in 1958, a decision met with mixed
emotions by the massacre survivors. Consequently, individuals like Maor
Doug Bogue, initialy instrumental in secure evidence, retired from military
life only to continue their careersin civilian roles, like aviation and postal

Services, across various American states.

Amidst the trials, a spectrum of emotions ran through the surviving
POWs—ranging from solemn acceptance of the trials' outcomes to attempts
at closing painful chaptersin their personal lives. Many survivorstried to
rebuild their lives—finding solace in family, establishing careers, and
nurturing an enduring connection with their comrades. Situations like Joe
Barta's coincidental family ties to Palawan and Gene Nielsen's surgical
surprise discovery of abullet testified to the enduring presence of the past in

their lives.

The broader narrative does not exclude the courageous contributions of
Filipino patriots like Triny Mendoza, who through her "Red Hankie" alias,
played pivotal rolesin sustaining guerrillaresistance. The tearing discovery
of her husband Higinio’s execution by a later-confessed Japanese soldier
highlighted the sacrifice of the Philippine allies. Post-war, efforts were made

by Filipino and American descendants to perpetuate this bond through
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physical monuments like the Mendoza Park and the WWII Memorial

Museum in Puerto Princesa.

L astly, the dedication towards preserving the memory of the massacre
persists. Individuals like Don Schloat, a commercial artist and former
detainee, leveraged art as a medium to memorialize the killings through
exhibitions and the Palawan Massacre Monument. An unwavering
commitment to honor the fallen took shape in redefining memorials across
the Pacific, forging an unbroken legacy of remembrance as some of history's

crucial tales entwined across races and generations.

_Conclusion_

The Palawan Massacre's narrative transcended its grisly roots, evolving into
atestament to endurance, historical justice, and the forging of unconquerable
human connections amidst catastrophic conflicts. While formal justice
systems grappled with limitations, the lives, relationships, and memories
etched into those who survived and the local Filipino allies persisted,
safeguarding not just their honor but the overarching essence of shared
humanity. Their collective stories, struggles, and incremental triumphs today
remain immortalized, not just through written and artistic testimonies but in

the human heart's indomitable will to reconcile surviva with remembrance.
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