
Aunt Julia And The Scriptwriter PDF
(Limited Copy)

Mario Vargas Llosa

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Aunt Julia And The Scriptwriter Summary
Love, ambition, and the art of storytelling collide.

Written by Books1
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About the book

In "Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter," Mario Vargas Llosa weaves a vibrant

tapestry of love, ambition, and the chaotic world of storytelling, set against

the backdrop of 1950s Lima, Peru. This novel explores the intertwining lives

of young narrator Mario, who is caught in the throes of passion for his

alluring Aunt Julia, and the eccentric, larger-than-life scriptwriter, Pedro

Camacho, whose melodramatic radio soap operas begin to blur the lines

between fiction and reality. With a playful and satirical tone, Llosa delves

into the complexities of relationships and the art of narrative, inviting

readers to reflect on the power of storytelling and the often absurd nature of

love. Join Mario on his tumultuous journey of self-discovery, where desire

meets creativity in unexpected ways, and the question of what it means to

live a life worthy of a script unfolds.
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About the author

Mario Vargas Llosa, a prominent Peruvian novelist, essayist, and political

figure, is a towering figure in contemporary literature and one of the leading

voices of the Latin American literary boom. Born on March 28, 1936, in

Arequipa, Peru, he gained international acclaim for his intricate narratives

and incisive explorations of social and political themes, blending reality with

fiction. His works, including the celebrated "Conversation in the Cathedral"

and "The Time of the Hero," often delve into the complexities of identity,

power, and human relationships, revealing the turbulent history of Peru and

its varied cultures. A Nobel Prize laureate in Literature in 2010, Vargas

Llosa's literary legacy continues to influence generations of writers and

readers worldwide.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In a nostalgic recollection of his youth, the protagonist recalls living with his

 grandparents in a villa in Miraflores while attending San Marcos University

to study law. Despite his responsibilities as the News Director at Radio

Panamericana, where he rewrote news for broadcasts with the help of a

co-worker named Pascual, his heart longs to be a writer. Radio

Panamericana, characterized by its cosmopolitan flair, contrasts starkly with

the more pedestrian and grassroots appeal of Radio Central, which has an

undemanding setup and focuses on popular entertainment, particularly

serialized stories. 

As he navigates his daily routine filled with coffee breaks and university

classes, he reflects on the soap operas that keep his family engaged. These

shows, surprisingly produced in Cuba by a company called CMQ, weave

tales of drama and melodrama that resonate with a wide audience. The radio

station, run by the Genaro family, buys the scripts in bulk and faces various

challenges when incorporating them into their broadcasts, often leading to

comic errors as translations and missing chapters complicate the serialization

process. A sense of community and familial bonding is achieved through

shared listening experiences among his relatives, reinforcing the significance

of these stories in their daily lives.

During a family gathering, the protagonist meets Aunt Julia, a recently
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divorced woman from Bolivia, who becomes an undercurrent of humor and

embarrassment due to her lively personality and teasing remarks about his

young age and aspirations. Their interactions reveal generational differences

in attitudes toward romance and love, creating an ongoing dialogue filled

with tension and comedy.

Amidst family dynamics, the protagonist learns of an exciting new talent in

the radio world—Pedro Camacho, a versatile Bolivian writer, actor, and

director who captivates audiences with his serialized dramas. His arrival in

Lima is fraught with anticipation, particularly from Genaro Jr., who hopes to

utilize Camacho's talents to rejuvenate Radio Central’s programming and

eclipse the offerings from CMQ. 

However, the protagonist is skeptical about Camacho’s integration into the

Peruvian radio scene due to potential cultural clashes and biases against

Bolivian talent. Genaro Jr.’s enthusiasm is enviable, as he dismisses the

protagonist's concerns, fueled by admiration for Camacho’s supposed charm

and ability to connect with Lima's audiences.

The story culminates in the moment when the protagonist finally meets

Pedro Camacho, who enters the office in a peculiar manner that immediately

sets him apart. Camacho's eccentric appearance, coupled with his theatrical

demeanor, introduces a new phase in the narrative, one that promises to

shape the future of their radio endeavors. His clumsy ambition to take a
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typewriter from the News Department serves as a humorous prelude to his

passion for storytelling, sparking intrigue and setting the stage for the

unfolding drama that both the protagonist and Genaro Jr. are drawn into. 

Thus, the chapters weave together the youthful dreams of the protagonist,

the vibrant life of his family, and the larger-than-life characters in the world

of radio, foreshadowing the impact of Pedro Camacho on their lives and the

stories they share.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter Two

On a bright spring morning in Lima, Dr. Alberto de Quinteros, a

well-respected physician, awakens in his luxurious San Isidro mansion. With

plans to enjoy a gym session before attending his niece Elianita's wedding,

he finds contentment in his personal and professional life. Currently, his

wife and daughter are in Europe, sparking a brief contemplation of

bachelorhood. However, Dr. Quinteros is a man devoted to his family,

medical practice, and fitness rather than vices like gambling or womanizing.

After a pleasant breakfast, he heads out to the Remigius Gymnasium,

greeting neighbors and observing the youthful energy of local teens. Inside

the gym, he encounters his jovial workout buddies and his nephew Richard,

whose distracted demeanor indicates underlying turmoil. They share a

light-hearted exchange that reveals Richard’s conflicted emotions in

anticipation of Elianita's wedding. While Richard appears troubled and

withdrawn, Dr. Quinteros can't fathom the source of his nephew's distress. 

During their workout, Dr. Quinteros reflects on Richard's striking

appearance, describing him as a young man who excels in sports but seems

burdened by something deeper. Their conversation touches on the seemingly
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mismatched engagement of Elianita to Red Antúnez, a young man with a

good heart yet perceived as simple-minded. Dr. Quinteros finds himself

puzzled by Elianita’s choice despite the numerous eligible suitors in Lima.

As the gym session concludes, Dr. Quinteros heads home to prepare for the

wedding. He receives a letter from his wife detailing their enriching travels

in Europe and expressing delight in the local culture, which momentarily

lifts his spirits. Arriving at the Church of Santa María, he takes in the beauty

of the occasion and the love surrounding the couple as Elianita walks down

the aisle. 

Yet amidst the festivities, Dr. Quinteros notices Richard's increasing

agitation, standing alone and appearing detached from the celebrations. As

the wedding ceremony progresses smoothly, the afternoon culminates in a

lavish reception hosted by Richard’s parents, filled with laughter, toasts, and

light-hearted banter among the guests.

However, the atmosphere shifts dramatically when Elianita suddenly faints

during the festivities. Panic ensues, prompting Dr. Quinteros to take swift

action as he rushes to assess her condition. He is aware of the tension

brewing beneath the surface, realizing subtle hints about Elianita’s health

might indicate deeper secrets involving her marriage.

In a private examination, he reveals the distressing truth that Elianita is
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pregnant, mandating discretion as he considers the implications of his

revelation on both her well-being and her new husband, Red Antúnez. 

Meanwhile, Richard grapples with his emotions in an unsteady state,

consumed by jealousy and unreciprocated feelings for Elianita. His internal

conflict surfaces in violent contemplation, leading Dr. Quinteros to intervene

and bring him home, where they grapple with the fallout of the wedding's

aftermath. 

As the chapter closes, the doctor contemplates the complexities of love,

desire, and loyalty, grappling with his responsibility as a family patriarch

while navigating the personal dramas unfolding in the lives of those he cares

for. The chapter's events set the stage for unresolved tensions that linger in

both familial and romantic relationships, hinting at the broader implications

of societal expectations, personal aspirations, and the fragile nature of

happiness.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

The narrative unfolds as the protagonist encounters Pedro Camacho, a

 peculiar Bolivian scriptwriter, once again at Radio Central, where he is fully

immersed in writing at an oversized typewriter in a confined concierge

office. Camacho, dressed in a timeless black suit, embodies a blend of

earnestness and eccentricity, fully dedicated to his craft. Their interaction

begins with a casual morning greeting and evolves into a discussion about

Camacho's early work habits, which he attributes to a unique, natural rhythm

of creativity that aligns with the sunlight.

As they walk to the café, Camacho’s theatrical personality shines through,

revealing his disdain for conventional life. He sees himself as an artist whose

purpose transcends mundane realities, asserting that distractions in life

should fuel his inspiration. He orders a herbal tea, claiming it sharpens his

intellect, and engages in an artistic monologue, further establishing his

character as a self-proclaimed genius, impervious to ordinary concerns.

After their coffee, Camacho reveals his excitement for a newly purchased

map of Lima. He is seemingly determined to capture the essence of the city

in his scripts. Upon revisiting Radio Central, the protagonist reflects on the

absurdity of Camacho's intense artistic dedication, particularly his odd

classification system of Lima’s districts based on social status.
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Meanwhile, within the backdrop of the radio station, the protagonist

grapples with his literary aspirations. He has been attempting to write a short

story inspired by a folkloric incident relayed by his Uncle Pedro, involving

the mythical “pishtaco”—a figure that incites fear among peasants. He

struggles with every sentence, constantly critiquing his work, belief that

even minor flaws are catastrophic, leading to a cycle of writing and

discarding. His friend Javier eventually reads the story but suggests it is

outdated; thus, the protagonist discards it in frustration.

The scene shifts to a dinner with family, where discussions about other

relatives, particularly Aunt Julia and her potential suitor, Senator Adolfo

Salcedo, emerge. Amidst laughter and speculation, the family discusses

rumors surrounding the senator's past marriage—his humorous but tragic

inability to have a normal relationship due to traumatic experiences. The

conversation reveals complexities within family dynamics, especially Aunt

Julia’s bold and flirtatious nature, which captivates the protagonist.

As he returns to daily life, the protagonist learns of conflicts between

Camacho and management concerning actor selections for his serials,

revealing Camacho's strong convictions about purity in artistic expression.

The pressure mounts for the protagonist, as he manages his job at the radio

station amidst the chaos of familial expectations and professional rivalries.

This chapter concludes with a celebration of Uncle Lucho's birthday at the
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Bolívar Grill, presenting an extravagant backdrop for a burgeoning romantic

tension between the protagonist and his Aunt Julia. The protagonist finds

himself drawn to her in unexpected ways, sharing a moment of intimacy on

the dance floor, hinting at complex emotions that linger beneath the surface

of familial relationships. As they indulge in the festivities, both characters

explore the boundaries of their connection, leaving the protagonist

questioning the lines between affection, maturity, and desire. 

The intertwining of professional ambitions, familial ties, and burgeoning

romance builds towards deepening themes of identity, belonging, and the

unpredictability of passion, setting the stage for further developments in the

next chapters.
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Chapter 4: 

In the dark, damp streets of El Callao, Sergeant Lituma patrolled diligently

 in the midst of Peru's winter, known for his respect within the Civil Guard

and his long service in treacherous neighborhoods. A man in his fifties,

Lituma had been recognized for his bravery and integrity yet remained

deeply humble and committed to his duty. On this particular night, as the

church bells struck midnight, he pictured the lively camaraderie inside his

commissariat, where his juniors likely amused themselves with coffee and

comic books while a pickpocket slept soundly in his cell.

His route took him through Puerto Nuevo, a lawless area notorious for its

vagrants, thieves, and violence. Tonight, however, circumstances felt

remarkably calm, leading him to wonder if his colleague, Shorty Soldevilla,

was hiding at a nearby bar to escape the cold. Upon eventually finding

Shorty, the young guard joked about the serenity of their late-night rounds,

clearly disinterested in upholding the law with conviction, a sentiment that

irked Lituma.

As he continued his patrol, Lituma's instincts pricked at him—a noise from a

nearby warehouse drew his attention. Despite his trepidation, he decided to

confront the source and yelled orders as if leading an ambush. Quietly, he

entered the warehouse, flashlight in hand, prepared to apprehend a thief.

Instead, he stumbled upon a shocking sight: a stark-naked black man, his
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body marred with scars and reduced to a state of primal fear. The man,

unable to communicate, seemed oblivious to his nudity, merely gazing back

at Lituma in terror.

Realizing the man was not a conventional criminal, but rather someone

deeply troubled and possibly mentally ill, Lituma wrestled with the

implications of his discovery. He instructed the man to move, but he merely

cowered, muttering incoherently. A strange bond formed in that moment of

vulnerability, as Lituma struggled to balance his duty as a law enforcement

officer with the compassion triggered by their encounter.

Returning to the commissariat with the man, they found Lieutenant Jaime

Concha and several officers who reacted with shock and curiosity towards

their unusual companion. Upon learning the man was viewed as a threat

under the law, Lituma voiced his concerns about the morality of such

classifications. The black man was a bewildered refugee, likely a victim of

circumstances beyond his control. 

However, the brass at headquarters decided he must be executed rather than

be left to the mercy of the streets. Lituma grappled with his orders while

walking through the city with Arévalo, who shared his discomfort and

skepticism about their assignment. As they approached a secluded area on

the beach—a garbage dump where they were instructed to dispose of the

man—the tension rose. Lituma's heart raced as he faced the reality of the
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situation, questioning the ethics of this fateful act.

In the moment before pulling the trigger, Lituma remained torn between

duty and morality. Would he obey the orders that dictated the life or death of

an innocent man? Would he have the strength to spare the man, even if it

meant defying his superiors? The narrative built to a climax where the

personal convictions of Lituma clashed with the institutional demands of his

role in the Civil Guard, leaving the resolution shrouded in uncertainty,

reflecting broader themes of humanity and justice amid the darkness of El

Callao. The chapter concludes with Lituma standing at the precipice of his

decision, caught between the demands of his duty and the call of his

conscience.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapter Five

In this chapter, the excitement surrounding Lucho Gatica’s visit to Lima is

palpable. Gatica is a renowned Chilean bolero singer whose impending

performance creates a huge frenzy, especially among women who swarm the

streets outside the Panamericana radio station, hoping to gain access. The

protagonist, alongside his colleague Pascual, faces numerous challenges as

they attempt to deliver news bulletins amid the chaotic atmosphere. With

passersby blocking the stairwell, they resort to dictating their reports over

the phone while Pascual immerses himself in Gatica's radio broadcast.

When the broadcast concludes, a sense of urgency arises as Genaro Jr. warns

them that things have escalated out of control. The disoriented group

manages to break through the throng of frenzied fans only to find Gatica

demanding police protection, terrified of the very adoration that has brought

him fame. Following an absurdly chaotic exit filled with shreds of clothes

and frantic pushes through the crowd, the narrator finds unexpected relief as

he is liberated from his fourth version of a story about a eunuch senator,

which he sees as a sign to move on from that artistic endeavor.

As his relationship with Aunt Julia develops, she provides light-hearted
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commentary on the absurdity of his experience as a bodyguard for Gatica.

Their bond deepens over conversations blending their ambitions and

humorous anecdotes, revealing both vulnerability and a playful dynamic

between them. Aunt Julia shares her past, recounting the troubles in her

marriage and her ambivalence about children. The chapter captures a

budding romance filled with a mix of affection and barriers, highlighting the

opposing forces of societal norms and personal desires.

Meanwhile, the thriving world of radio serials emerges as a dominant

cultural element in Lima. The protagonist observes how the enthusiasm for

these broadcasts has captivated family members and acquaintances alike,

transcending generational divides. Pedro Camacho, the scriptwriter behind

these serials, becomes an increasingly influential figure, though his disdain

for commercial interests creates friction within the radio station. 

Despite the success and rising popularity of the serials, Camacho remains

intensely critical of co-workers who he believes diminish the essence of

artistic production, particularly targeting Big Pablito, who struggles with

illiteracy. Camacho champions creativity and artistic integrity, positioning

himself as a passionate figure urging his actors toward greater artistry, thus

enforcing a strict and reverent atmosphere in the recording studio. 

As tension mounts between Camacho and his colleagues, the narrator longs

to witness a recording session, intrigued by the extraordinary world of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


broadcast audio production. Upon finally gaining access, he is captivated by

the earnestness of Camacho and the transformation of the actors under his

direction, contrasting sharply with the previous lighthearted work

environment. This illusion of sincerity and commitment suggests deeper

artistic merit to their work, while also hinting at a volatile undercurrent in

the dynamics of the radio industry in Lima. 

Overall, the chapter deftly intertwines themes of fame, artistic aspiration,

romantic tension, and the transformative power of entertainment in

contemporary society, sketching a vivid portrait of Lima as it grapples with

cultural shifts in the late 20th century.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In this chapter, we meet Dr. Don Pedro Barreda y Zaldívar, a principled

 examining magistrate in his fifties who embodies moral rectitude. Arriving

at the Superior Court of Lima, he begins his day while the court bustles with

legal professionals and onlookers. His secretary, Dr. Zelaya, informs him of

a case involving the rape of a minor—a thirteen-year-old girl named

 Sarita Huanca Salaverría, who has been assaulted by Gumercindo Tello, a

seemingly imperturbable mechanic with a connection to the contentious

edge of religion as a Jehovah’s Witness. The case unfolds against the

 backdrop of a typical Lima neighborhood, characterized by both communal

warmth and underlying social issues.

As Barreda y Zaldívar reviews the police dossier, the harrowing details of

Sarita's assault surface. She had been persistently harassed by Tello over

eight months, culminating in a brutal rape after he manipulated her into

letting him into her home under the pretense of borrowing kerosene. Sarita's

struggle against his advances reveals the ingrained power dynamics at play,

highlighting her innate vulnerability juxtaposed against Tello's predatory

nature. 

The narrative shifts to Tello's arrest by police officers who stumble upon

him during an unconventional baptism ritual in a muddy

river—demonstrating the community’s view on the Jehovah’s Witness sect,
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which rejects traditional practices. Tello's steadfast adherence to his beliefs

emerges throughout the interrogation process, where he exhibits an

unsettling blend of conviction and detachment concerning the charges

against him. He vehemently denies any wrongdoing, claiming his actions

were in line with his faith, contrasting starkly with the specifics of Sarita’s

testimony.

When in the presence of Sarita, whose entrance lights up the austere

courtroom, the magistrate conducts a tactful yet increasingly uncomfortable

interrogation. Sarita, displaying an unnatural precociousness, recounts

Tello's harassment with alarming explicitness that shocks Barreda y

Zaldívar, revealing layers of complex psychological interaction—which

prompt concern not just for Sarita's well-being, but for the dynamics of

victim and perpetrator roles. 

As the chapter progresses, Tello is brought before the magistrate, where a

tense confrontation ensues. Barreda y Zaldívar tries to extract a confession,

but Tello's arguments dance around the truth as he remains steadfast in his

religious convictions, denying any personal responsibility for his actions.

When pressed to admit to the rape, Tello instead spirals into a paroxysm of

confusion, ultimately claiming his innocence in an absurd attempt to offer

proof of his purity.

This intense confrontation escalates dramatically when Tello grabs a letter
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opener, suggesting an impulsive act of self-mutilation to demonstrate his

innocence. This chilling moment encapsulates the broader themes of the

chapter: the interplay between morality, religious fervor, and the deep

psychological scars borne by both victims and perpetrators in the complex

atrocities of human interaction. The courtroom becomes a theater for

philosophical and moral debates, leaving the reader to ponder the nature of

truth, guilt, and innocence in a world where both can become starkly

obscured. 

In summary, this chapter serves as a powerful reflection on the violation of

innocence, the societal responses to crime, and the dark recesses of the

human psyche when challenged by the tenets of faith and moral law.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle for justice amidst moral complexity.

Critical Interpretation: This chapter profoundly inspires you to

contemplate the intricate balance between moral conviction and the

quest for truth in our own lives. It encourages you to stand firm in

your values, even when faced with difficult circumstances. Like

magistrate Barreda, you are prompted to approach challenges with

courage, ensuring that justice prevails over the chaos of conflicting

beliefs and emotions. Embracing this principle can empower you to

advocate for others and uphold integrity, reminding you of the vital

role you play in rewriting narratives of injustice in your own

community.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

### Chapter Seven Summary

The chapter delves into the complicated romance between the narrator and

his Aunt Julia, highlighting their efforts to keep their love under wraps amid

familial scrutiny. To maintain secrecy and avoid suspicion, the narrator

minimizes visits to his Uncle Lucho’s house but still maintains regular

weekly lunches with Julia. They resort to various strategies for clandestine

nighttime meetings, like pretending Julia is dining out with a friend, but

often this requires Julia to spend hours waiting or going without dinner.

These ruses are increasingly jeopardized by the potential for prying family

members to catch on.

To ease the complications of their secret affair, they shift to daytime

meetings in cafes where they spend hours together discussing their lives and

mutual interests, particularly literature. The narrator, now more financially

burdened from his affair with Julia and unable to let her pay for anything,

begins supplementing his income by writing book reviews using a

pseudonym under the disapproving gaze of a friend, Javier. This added stress

compounds the trials of their romance but they grow closer through their

innocent meetings.
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Their relationship, rooted initially in thrill and secrecy, evolves into

something deeper. They share literary discussions, and the narrator reads his

stories to Julia, though this leads to tension over creative interpretations.

During one such incident at a cafe, they are unexpectedly joined by Javier,

who, despite the awkwardness of witnessing their closeness, becomes

charmed by Julia. Javier's playful banter reveals his open nature, and he

becomes increasingly curious about their unique bond.

Following this encounter, the narrator confides in Javier about his complex

relationship with Julia. Javier playfully urges him to share more details

while expressing his admiration for the narrator's romantic conquest. The

narrator vacillates between acknowledging the nature of their relationship

and insisting that it’s not a conventional affair, emphasizing the peculiar

thrill it provides.

As the narrator juggles his burgeoning romance and the pressures of work,

he supports his income through an impressive output of writing, which

impresses yet perplexes him, particularly in the life of Pedro Camacho—a

dedicated radio scriptwriter. Pedro’s tireless work ethic and odd habits

intrigue the narrator deeply. Despite being unappreciated and living in

squalor, Pedro’s creative process fascinates the narrator, revealing insights

into the nature of artistic creation and the sacrifices that accompany it. 

Pedro’s lack of concern for material comforts, juxtaposed against the
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narrator's affection for Julia and financial worries, raises questions about

success and fulfillment in the creative life. Ultimately, what appears to be a

lighthearted romance gradually hints at deeper themes of desire, secrecy, and

the artist's struggle, culminating in mixed feelings about the narrator's future

as a writer in love. As they navigate the intimacy of their relationship, Aunt

Julia’s remark about writers being forever impoverished leaves the narrator

contemplating his own ambitions and aspirations against the backdrop of a

turbulent romance.
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Chapter 8: 

In Chapter Eight, we meet Don Federico Téllez Unzátegui, the undeterred

 owner of Rodent Exterminators, Inc., whose life has been devoted to a

singular, obsessive mission: the complete extermination of rats throughout

Peru. As he goes about his day, his practices in rodent extermination reflect

a near-obsessive dedication rooted in a tragic event from his childhood. 

As a child in the remote village of Tingo María, his family's dreams of

prosperity were shattered by a devastating tragedy—his sister María was

killed by rats while their parents were away, which catalyzed Federico's

lifelong vendetta against the creatures. The experience had profound effects

on his family: his mother succumbed to chronic hiccups that rendered her

mute, while his father spiraled into despair, abandoning all ambition. This

loss forged Federico's resolve, leading him to swear an oath to rid the world

of rodents forever, a vow sealed with his own blood at his sister’s grave.

Years later, as a successful businessman overseeing a vast extermination

enterprise, Federico reflects on his solitary and friendless existence, marked

by a serious demeanor and unyielding principles. His life is governed by

strict routines and a cold efficiency in the pursuit of his goal, continuously

developing lethal traps and poisons as he battles the threat he believes rats

pose to humanity.
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While at work and navigating the streets in his sedan, Federico's thoughts

also drift to his family. He married Doña Zoila Saravia Durán, selected

through a matrimonial agency for her fertility, yet their union was devoid of

passion and warmth. Strict and austere, he enforced rigid household rules

with the intent of instilling discipline in their four children, all meant to

carry on his extermination legacy. However, disappointment looms over

him, as his children—particularly his two sons, Ricardo and Federico

Jr.—failed to reflect his intensity or ambition, indulging instead in trivial

pastimes.

When Federico unexpectedly comes across a scandalous magazine featuring

his daughters, Laura and Teresa, on its cover, his world shatters. Discovering

that they have posed in a beach setting, he feels unimaginable humiliation

and anger, believing his strict upbringing had failed. This moment triggers a

violent confrontation where he confronts his family, expecting compliance

and punishment, but instead incites rebellion. 

In a chaotic showdown, the roles reverse as his daughters and wife, far from

the docile figures he envisioned, unite against him. They attack him with

fists and ridicule, shattering his self-image and authority. The violence

escalates as his sons join the fray, turning on him with insults. Don Federico,

overwhelmed, finds himself cornered, battling not only against his family's

uprising but also against the crushing realization that his life's work may

come to naught with this apparent betrayal from those he once deemed
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innocent.

The chapter culminates in crescendo as Federico lies defeated on the floor,

surrounded by chaos, underscored by the sight of a mocking mouse

observing him, a dark irony that leaves readers questioning his fate. Will he

regain control, or is this the end of his relentless crusade against the very

creatures he despises? This confrontation serves as a potent reminder of the

fragility of familial bonds and the consequences of obsession when it

overshadows compassion and connection.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

In Chapter Nine, the protagonist grapples with feelings of failure and

 jealousy, primarily stemming from his complex relationship with Aunt Julia

and the emotional turmoil hinted at by her new romantic interest, Dr.

Guillermo Osores. Initially disheartened by an unsuccessful story about

Doroteo Martí, a new story idea sparks when Pascual recounts how street

kids at Limatambo airport claim to levitate as planes take off. Flushed with

inspiration, the protagonist envisions a tale capturing the essence of young

boys navigating life’s harsh realities, akin to the themes in the film *Los

Olvidados*.

When the protagonist arrives at his uncle Lucho's house for a traditional

Thursday lunch, he learns that Aunt Julia is out with Dr. Osores, a well-off

and recently widowed physician. This news ignites jealousy within him,

clouding his mood and appetite. Despite his attempts to appear indifferent,

his family’s vocal excitement over Aunt Julia’s date raises his anxiety.

Uncle Lucho’s comments on her newfound interest only deepen his

bitterness and insecurity. 

Later that day, as he returns to Radio Panamericana, he fluctuates between

humiliation and pride regarding his covert love affair with Aunt Julia,

resigning himself to the notion that Dr. Osores’s presence might

conveniently relieve him of the emotional burden he carries. An unsettling
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call from Aunt Julia escalates his frustration. Their conversation is charged

with awkwardness, highlighting the disparities in their relationship and the

growing tension prompted by her new suitor.

The day unfolds with the protagonist encountering his friend Pedro

Camacho, who, as a famed scriptwriter, humorously advises him on how to

deal with heartache through practical, albeit unorthodox, solutions. Pedro’s

philosophy on women and art reveals deeper insights into the characters,

particularly contrasting romantic notions with harsh realities.

As the chapter progresses, Aunt Julia confronts the protagonist at work,

demanding an explanation for his previous behavior. Their clash showcases

the emotional stakes at play, illustrating conflicting desires and the

complexities of their relationship. Despite heated exchanges filled with both

hurt and passion, they eventually share affectionate moments, underscoring

their deep connection amidst the chaos. 

Pursuing a lighthearted digression, the narrative shifts to Javier, who is

eagerly planning a romantic gesture for his long-time crush, Nancy. His

antics and the protagonist’s secret life with Aunt Julia intertwine, presenting

a whimsical contrast to the underlying tensions.

The chapter culminates in a tender moment by the seaside, where the

protagonist expresses a hopeful vision for their relationship despite Aunt
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Julia’s pragmatic skepticism regarding their age gap. Their discussions touch

on love, life aspirations, and the searching for meaning, ultimately reflecting

on the protagonist's evolving identity as he channels these experiences into

his writing, including his levitation story—a metaphor for aspiration amidst

grounding realities. The chapter ends on a note of both uncertainty and

youthful idealism, leaving the protagonist determined to pursue his love and

literary ambitions, deftly navigating the complexities of adulthood.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

Chapter Ten Summary

The life of Lucho Abril Marroquín, a young and promising pharmaceutical

detail man, takes a tragic turn one sunny morning in Pisco, Peru. After

completing his rounds to doctors and pharmacies—an itinerant job he had

enjoyed for a decade—Lucho decides to rush back to Lima instead of

visiting a friend for lunch. He is eager to return to the warm embrace of his

young wife, Juliette, whom he adores dearly.

Upon leaving Pisco, Lucho is careful as he drives his new yellow

Volkswagen—his pride and joy—through the deserted streets. He reflects on

his advancement in the Bayer Laboratories and anticipates a forthcoming

promotion. However, his world shatters when he unintentionally collides

with a young girl on the street, an incident he feels disconnected from as he

witnesses an ensuing chaos where bystanders gather but only steal from him.

Tragically, a second vehicle crashes into them, leading to further

devastation, including the death of the girl and a Guardia Civil officer,

thrusting Lucho into a state of psychological turmoil.

After a lengthy recovery period in a Lima hospital, where he is supported by

Juliette and his colleagues, Lucho struggles with the severe psychological
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repercussions of the accident. He battles insomnia, suffering from vivid

nightmares and an overwhelming phobia about vehicles that prevents him

from driving or even riding in them, leading to his forced demotion within

Bayer. The pressure causes a strain on his marriage, culminating in Juliette’s

departure to France for solace. 

In his despair, Lucho learns about Dr. Lucía Acémila, a psychiatrist reputed

for her unconventional methods. Under her guidance, he begins a series of

exercises meant to confront his fears and unravel the complicated feelings

surrounding his past. Dr. Acémila’s blunt approach serves as a wake-up call

for Lucho; she urges him to embrace his darker impulses rather than

suppress them. He begins therapeutic “practical exercises” that encourage

him to confront and assert control over his unresolved feelings towards

children, eventually leading him down a troubling path where the

satisfaction of his aggressive impulses becomes disturbingly pleasurable.

Despite his initial reluctance, Lucho engages in these exercises and finds a

temporary release through the exploration of his childhood toys and

reenactments of the accident. However, this leads to a perilous obsession as

he inflicts authoritative dominance over children in petite, chaotic scenarios,

which continues to distill his deeper fears and repressed violent tendencies.

As months pass and Lucho appears to recover, he stumbles into old habits,

still haunted by phobias and fixated on his childhood. His life spirals further
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when Juliette announces her pregnancy again, a revelation that reignites his

anxieties about becoming a father and his unresolved hatred toward children.

In a desperate plea, the couple returns to Dr. Acémila, seeking help once

more for Lucho's fears and erratic behavior.

Dr. Acémila's dismissive yet profound observation highlights Lucho’s

infantilism and potential for infanticide, promising a solution for his phobias

and complex emotions before the fetus develops significantly. The

resolution of Lucho’s psyche and the fate of his future family hangs in the

balance, leaving readers to ponder what route his journey toward recovery

will take.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

Chapter Eleven Summary

As midyear exams approach at the university, the protagonist finds himself

unprepared due to his late romance with Aunt Julia and a focus on writing

rather than studying. His salvation comes in the form of Guillermo Velando,

a dedicated classmate from Camaná. Guillermo shares his extensive lecture

notes and provides whispered answers during tests, embodying the ideal

student who is eager to return to his hometown after earning his law degree

to enact progress in his region.

After a long study session at Guillermo's boarding house, the protagonist

wanders through Plaza San Martín, where he catches a glimpse of Pedro

Camacho's workspace. Intrigued by the prolific scriptwriter, he decides to

visit. The meticulous Pedro, disguised in a surgeon's costume to write a

radio serial about a gynecologist, greets the protagonist as he delivers a

breech birth in record time. Their conversation turns to the protagonist's

struggles with a story about levitating children, which has yet to be

published despite his hopeful submission to El Comercio.

Upon leaving Radio Central, Pedro Camacho becomes absorbed in a
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monologue about a mysterious weeping man at La Tapada, a pension where

residents have begun noticing eerie occurrences. Pedro speculates about the

identity of the weeper, dismissing the possibility that he might simply be

heartbroken. This obsessive creativity prompts the protagonist to admire

Pedro's dedication, contrasting it with his own ambivalence about carving

out a literary path.

Later, the protagonist meets his cousin Javier at their grandparents' home,

who is eager to celebrate a windfall from his parents. Javier has meticulously

planned a day filled with cultural exploration, emphasizing the importance

of camaraderie and revelry. At the theater, they watch Death of a Salesman 

by Arthur Miller, which captivates the protagonist and inspires new thoughts

about his own writing.

The evening culminates at the Negro-Negro, an atmospheric nightclub

popular with the intellectual crowd. Here, the protagonist and Aunt Julia get

closer under the influence of whiskies and the seductive ambiance. In an

unguarded moment, they express their feelings for each other, becoming

entwined in a passionate encounter that escalates until their romantic bliss is

interrupted by the unexpected arrival of Uncle Jorge and Aunt Gaby, who

seem to have deciphered their secret but choose to act obliviously.

In the days that follow, the protagonist navigates anxiety about whether their

family suspects the truth of his relationship with Aunt Julia. He goes on a
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quest for information, instinctively trying to gauge the reactions of family

members but finds no outright acknowledgment of the incident.

Simultaneously, the protagonist offers support to Pedro, who is facing

criticism for how he crafts his radio stories. A violent encounter with two

Argentine chefs at a local restaurant leads the protagonist to defend Pedro,

though the scriptwriter remains unfazed by the physical confrontation.

Eventually, as the protagonist reflects on recent events, he realizes he is

losing touch with old friends from Miraflores. Despite their shared history

and adventures, conversations drift away from what truly matters to

him—his literary aspirations and romance with Aunt Julia. Javier reassures

him that while they may still be boys, he has matured into a man, capable of

nurturing deeper connections and ambitions. The contrast between his past

friendships and evolving identity encapsulates his struggle between societal

expectations and personal desires.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter Twelve, we are introduced to the Pensión Colonial, an old and

 deteriorating boarding house located in a gritty part of Lima. Once a grand

building painted indigo blue, it has fallen into decline, now housing a

struggling community of modest tenants, including priests and peasant

women. The Bergua family—Margarita, her daughter Rosa, and patriarch

Sebastián—manage the boarding house but face a grim existence as their

fortunes dwindle.

Margarita, a small, elderly woman with a crippled leg, personifies the

family's struggles. Her obsession with thrift has left her tight-fisted with

household resources, enforcing strict rules like limited bath days and

irregular toilet flushing, which creates a pervasive stench that upsets the

boarders. Rosa, once an aspiring concert pianist, has succumbed to the harsh

realities of life in Lima, now appearing dowdy and bitter after having been

subjected to the city's moral depravity during her youth. 

Sebastián, the family patriarch, embodies traditional Christian values and

has led a life of piety and inertia, spending his time shuttling between

various churches. However, following a tragic incident two decades prior

involving a young boarder named Ezequiel Delfín, he has become mute and

withdrawn into himself. Ezequiel initially seemed a fitting companion for

the Berguas but ultimately committed a horrific act of violence against
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Sebastián, leaving him severely wounded and psychologically scarred. The

incident shattered the Bergua family, both financially and emotionally,

leading them into an oppressive stagnation.

In a splintering of narrative tension, the chapter chronicles the aftermath of

Ezequiel’s attack, exploring how it led to a sensational trial that divided

public opinion. Public sentiment swung dramatically during the proceedings,

as accusations of conspiracy emerged against the Bergua family, insinuating

they orchestrated the attack for financial gain. The trial becomes a public

spectacle, and amid this chaos, Sebastián's silence and trauma deepen. After

many months, Ezequiel is declared mentally unfit and committed to a

psychiatric institution, but the damage to the Berguas is irreversible.

As the years slip by, the Pensión Colonial continues to deteriorate,

eventually transforming into a decrepit flophouse. One fateful day, a truck

driver inadvertently sparks a change when he drops off a newspaper

revealing that Ezequiel, now Lucho Abril Marroquín, has escaped from the

psychiatric hospital after a violent outburst, expressing an intention to

“extinguish the flames” in the Bergua household.

This news brings a chill to the already haggard family, culminating in scenes

filled with tension and foreboding. They are tormented by the past and now

face the potential retribution from a figure long thought to be contained. The

chapter closes with the Bergua family gripped by fear and uncertainty about
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what Lucho might do upon his return, signifying a resurgence of unresolved

trauma from their history. This haunting closure hints at impending doom,

leaving readers anxious for what lies ahead for this beleaguered family.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

Thirteen: Summary

The chapter opens with the protagonist reflecting on a memorable week that

starts off positively with a new initiative within the news department at

Panamericana. Genaro Jr., driven by the desire to infuse some life into the

newscasts, introduces interviews as a new segment, assigning the narrator

and his colleague Pascual to conduct them. The diverse range of

interviewees—ranging from entertainers to politicians—expands the

narrator's understanding of storytelling, emphasizing that anyone can be

turned into a compelling narrative figure.

One noteworthy encounter is with a Venezuelan bullfighter whose initial

acclaim crumbles during his final corrida, revealing that he lacks intelligence

and eloquence as he struggles to articulate his experiences during the event.

This stark contrast is highlighted by the next interview with a Mexican

economist and historian visiting Peru, who articulately critiques the military

regime in the country. However, an unexpected crisis arises when the

economist's wife faints on the street, leading to a comical and awkward

situation as the husband hastily abandons her, demonstrating his discomfort

and social sensitivity.
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The narrative then shifts to a personal story that the protagonist shares with

Aunt Julia and Javier—it is a fictional monologue inspired by memories of

his Aunt Eliana, who mysteriously disappeared from the family after

marrying a Chinese man, ultimately leading to her ostracism. This poignant

tale explores familial prejudices and the anguish of unspoken truths, but it

garners mixed reactions from Aunt Julia and Javier, with Aunt Julia

criticizing the melodrama of the piece.

As their romance flourishes, Aunt Julia and the protagonist establish a secret

love nest at Panamericana, where they can freely express their affection

away from the judgment of their families. However, tension rises as the

protagonist's cousin, Nancy, reveals that the family is upset about their

relationship, leading to fear of severe repercussions. The family plans to

intervene, believing the romance is a harmful infatuation, and they’re

prepared to inform the protagonist's stern father in the United States about

the situation.

Meanwhile, Pedro Camacho, the talented yet increasingly overwhelmed

scriptwriter at Radio Central, begins to exhibit worrying signs of fatigue. His

creative works become tangled as he jumbles characters and plots across

serials, stirring concern among his colleagues. They approach the

protagonist for assistance, fearing for Camacho’s job and well-being as

viewers start to complain about the absurd inconsistencies in his writing.
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In a meeting with Genaro Jr., the protagonist learns that the ratings have

risen despite the madness in the scripts, prompting Genaro Jr. to dismiss the

idea of giving Camacho a vacation for fear it might jeopardize this newfound

success. Troubled by Camacho’s deteriorating condition, the protagonist

tries to discuss the pitch for a break with him during lunch, but Camacho is

in denial about his issues.

As the chapter progresses, the tension heightens when the protagonist and

Aunt Julia agree to distance themselves to mitigate the scandal’s fallout.

However, the depth of their feelings complicates this resolution. In a

dramatic turn, the protagonist proposes to Aunt Julia as a means of

reclaiming agency over their situation, leaving her to ponder the seriousness

of his proposal amidst the chaos encircling them. This chapter beautifully

contextually weaves themes of love, societal expectations, and the pressures

of creativity, while revealing the protagonist's struggle to navigate his

relationship and professional life within a turbulent environment.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In this chapter, we delve into the tumultuous life of Father Don Seferino

 Huanca Leyva, a parish priest whose unconventional approaches to faith

and community evolved from his tumultuous beginnings. Seferino's story

begins fifty years prior in the impoverished district of La Victoria, where his

mother, Black Teresita, endured a brutal rape that led to his birth. Teresita

had to rely on the dubious assistance of Doña Angélica, an abortionist, but

fate decreed that Seferino was destined to survive, exhibiting a tenacity that

characterized his later life.

From a young age, Seferino was marked by a fierce spirit. Raised among

hardship—with a mother working tirelessly to provide for her numerous

children—he quickly learned the harsh realities of survival in Lima’s slums.

Unlike his frail siblings, Seferino thrived, turning to the streets to beg or sell

goods to garner his own means. His path took a decisive turn when he

encountered the affluent Mayte Unzátegui, who, impressed by his poise

amidst poverty, financed his education with the hope that he would become

a priest.

Shaped by his upbringing yet diverging from traditional paths, Seferino

found seminary life stifling, advocating for radical reforms such as a revival

of the Crusades to combat evil—not just through prayer but through physical

confrontation. His ideals, however, often brought him into conflict with
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superiors and left them bewildered at his beliefs. Even as he achieved

priesthood, his radical views on sin were stark, especially regarding

masturbation, which he argued was a natural relief for celibate priests rather

than an act of depravity.

Assigned to the Mendocita parish, Seferino faced rampant crime and a lack

of engagement from the community. To overcome initial resistance – partly

due to rival folk healers – he initiated a public brawl with the neighborhood

faith healer, Jaime Concha, solidifying his place in the community. The

victory not only improved attendance at his Masses but also established his

authority.

As time passed, Seferino’s patronage flourished, even amidst controversies.

His methods of engaging the youth through provocative rewards for

attendance were shocking yet effective, as was his approach to the

neighborhood’s sex workers. He defended them against exploitation,

advocating for their health and dignity, although some ecclesiastical

authorities issued grave warnings against his ‘unorthodox’ practices.

Seferino’s mission expanded into launching trade schools that taught skills

often associated with crime, reflecting both a community need and an act of

social rebellion. Despite criticisms and police scrutiny, he gained admiration

among the poor while becoming a polarizing figure within the Church.
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However, the arrival of a charismatic evangelical minister, Don Sebastián

Bergua, posed a significant challenge to Seferino’s influence. Bergua's rising

popularity prompted Seferino to confront him physically, resulting in a

humbling defeat that further strained his standing.

In the face of these challenges, Seferino sought to initiate communal living

arrangements inspired by early Christian teachings. But his radical vision

faltered under practical realities, leading to chaos and internal strife among

community members. The bursting of the fragile social fabric was

exacerbated by personal scandals—most notably between Bergua and

Mayte, Seferino’s temptress assistant—leading to questions about the

validity of his teachings.

Ultimately, as Seferino contemplated violence against Bergua’s burgeoning

influence, he faced an internal crisis that threatened to undo his life’s work.

Torn between his convictions and the path of righteousness, he stood poised

on the brink of destruction—or redemption—grappling with the question of

whether to perpetuate a cycle of violence or to seek forgiveness.

This chapter captures a complex narrative of struggle, faith, and morality,

illustrating the profound internal and external battles faced by Father

Seferino as he navigates the labyrinth of his convictions amid the chaotic

backdrop of Mendocita.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

In chapter fifteen, the protagonist, Marito, confides in his cousin Nancy

 about his audacious proposal to marry Aunt Julia. The chapter begins with a

coffee meeting at El Patio, where Nancy enthusiastically informs Marito

about the recent family discussion regarding Aunt Julia's potential return to

Bolivia, prompted by his father's outrage over their relationship. The family

believes that if Aunt Julia leaves, it might lessen his father's anger when he

arrives in Lima. However, Marito confidently expresses his commitment by

revealing that he has already proposed to Aunt Julia.

Nancy's surprise leads to a flurry of questions regarding the practicality of

their marriage, igniting a mix of humor and seriousness as they contemplate

the family’s reactions to this unconventional union. Despite initial

amusement, Nancy quickly agrees to help Marito by acting as a messenger

and spy, keeping him informed of family maneuvers while assisting with

plans for the wedding. Impressively pragmatic, Nancy also finds Marito a

small apartment, further grounding their romantic aspirations in reality.

However, his excitement falters when he realizes he must share his plans

with his closest friend, Javier, who reacts with skeptical amusement. Despite

Javier's doubts about Marito's maturity and the reality of marriage at such a

young age, he eventually agrees to help him pursue the wedding and offers

financial support by pawning his valuables and vowing to look for a lenient
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mayor who would officiate the marriage, considering Marito is underage and

lacks parental consent.

As the chapter progresses, Marito navigates a whirlwind of bureaucratic

obstacles in securing the necessary documentation for their marriage,

growing increasingly determined even as the complications mount. He

encounters the realities of their circumstances—without parental permission

or the appropriate paperwork from both Aunt Julia's divorce and his birth

certificate, the marriage appears daunting.

In a turn of luck, Marito finds a way to hasten the process when he secures

Aunt Julia’s necessary papers with the help of a professor at the university

and navigates through the red tape of the municipal offices. But just as he

thinks he’s made progress, his parents’ telegram announcing their return

forces him to consider alternative plans to ensure he can marry Aunt Julia. 

In a moment of dark humor, Javier jokingly suggests suicide as a means of

gaining posthumous fame for Marito’s stories, which leads to further

planning on how to maneuver through their challenges. However, Marito

finds motivation in the fact that he can still get married and shares this plan

with Aunt Julia.

Finally, through a stroke of luck, Pascual, a co-worker, reveals that his

cousin is a mayor in Chincha who will agree to marry them without the
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cumbersome paperwork. This revelation allows Marito to solidify plans for

their elopement, and with the support of Nancy, Javier, and Pascual, the

stage is set for their rushed marriage, culminating in a triumphant

declaration that they will be wed the following day. The chapter closes with

an exhilarating sense of determination and urgency as Marito prepares to

embark on this life-altering adventure.
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Chapter 16: 

### Chapter Sixteen Summary

Joaquín Hinostroza Bellmont, once hailed as the distinguished referee

destined to transition from the elite mansions of La Perla to the stadiums of

Lima, led a life marked by alcoholism and fleeting glory. Born into a

wealthy family with noble ties to Spain and France, Joaquín was the sole

heir to a lineage that envisioned him as a prince of industry or a master

diplomat. Yet his calling lay elsewhere, manifesting in a profound, almost

prophetic inclination towards soccer refereeing—a profession he took up

with an unwavering devotion that baffled his ambitious parents.

Despite an upbringing filled with luxuries and elite education, Joaquín's

early indifference to formal learning raised concerns within his family. A

pediatrician’s diagnosis deemed him a victim of the "hothouse malady,"

prompting his parents to enroll him in a prestigious school among peers. It

was here, playing soccer, that Joaquín discovered a passion that ignited his

otherwise lackluster existence. Hosting daily games on a newly established

soccer field adjacent to their mansion, Joaquín unexpectedly embraced the

role of referee, captivating his classmates while leaving them perplexed at

his choice to officiate rather than participate.
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As the years passed, Joaquín's infatuation with soccer refereeing only

deepened, and although he continued to fail academically, he developed a

reputation for his sharp decision-making and understanding of the rules. His

parents, initially apprehensive, eventually supported him as he began

refereeing officially, gaining popularity for his fairness and authority on the

field.

However, life took a downward turn when Joaquín’s family faced financial

ruin due to his ineptitude in business ventures, resulting in a loss of their

once-vibrant lifestyle. In the wake of their collapse, Joaquín found himself

working as a street referee, often scouting matches played by local children.

It was during one of these games that he encountered Sarita Huanca

Salaverría, a spirited and rebellious player nicknamed "Virago." Their initial

confrontations, punctuated by fierce competition, swiftly evolved into a

complicated relationship that drove Joaquín to drink heavily—he was unable

to court her while nourishing a potentially destructive addiction. Even as

their dynamic oscillated between tumultuous affection and rejection, Sarita's

presence propelled Joaquín further into the spotlight of soccer.

As Joaquín's prominence grew, he became a renowned referee for

championship matches, drawing accolades from fans and journalists alike.

Yet his longing for Sarita remained unquenched; despite their regular

interactions, she consistently rebuffed his advances. This cycle intensified
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Joaquín’s struggles with alcohol, compounding his personal challenges with

his professional reputation.

At the peak of his career, Joaquín was set to referee the highly publicized

South American Championship match. On the day of the event, the stadium

was electric with excitement, and the presence of intense security

foreshadowed an impending disaster. As the game unfolded, an unexpected

disruption occurred when a deranged man rushed onto the field, his body

marked with scars. The chaos that followed culminated in a shooting

incident, leading to an overwhelming panic in the stands.

In the fray, Sarita bravely sought out Joaquín, inadvertently drawing the

attention of law enforcement. Tragically, as she rushed toward him, Captain

Lituma mistakenly perceived her as a threat and shot her, triggering a

catastrophic sequence of events that resulted in mass panic and a horrific

casualty count among spectators.

Amidst the chaos, Joaquín witnessed the love of his life fall lifeless at his

feet, leading him to succumb to a heart failure, marking the end of both their

lives in a tragic twist of fate.

In a final act of despair, Captain Lituma took his own life, leaving behind a

chaotic scene that would haunt Lima for generations—a stark reminder of

passion, love, and the fragility of life set against the backdrop of a beloved
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sport. What remained of their story was a haunting question: could

redemption arise from such devastation, or would the legacy of Joaquín and

Sarita dissolve into the mists of time?
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter Seventeen, the protagonist, Mario (referred to affectionately as

 Varguitas), reminisces about the clandestine journey he undertakes with his

beloved Aunt Julia to secure their marriage. The narrative unfolds at nine

o’clock in the morning as they leave Lima, using a jitney to travel from the

university campus. Aunt Julia, feigning last-minute shopping, carries few

belongings while Mario hides his essentials in his pockets. They are joined

by Pascual and Javier, their friends, who have discreetly purchased tickets. 

As rain patters against the jitney, Aunt Julia and Mario share passionate

moments, ultimately arriving in Chincha to find a warm sun greeting them,

providing an optimistic atmosphere for their impending nuptials. At the

Hotel Sudamericano, they check in, and their excitement culminates in a

passionate embrace, punctuated by Aunt Julia’s playful reminder that they

must marry first. As they prepare to head to the city hall, they encounter

delays caused by the mayor's lunch engagement, leading to an atmosphere of

playful frustration among the group.

The scene shifts dramatically when the mayor, inebriated at a restaurant,

jovially disrupts the ceremony, further delaying the wedding. Amid the

revelry, Aunt Julia appears uncomfortable as comments from the mayor

raise tensions. Mario, furious over the mayor's behavior, suggests leaving,

and they return to the hotel alone, where the intensity of their connection is
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reignited. However, they soon receive a hurried call to finally head to the

city hall for the ceremony.

Upon returning, they find the mayor distracted and uncooperative, citing

bureaucratic issues regarding Mario's age. This generates tension as Pascual

and Javier advocate for Mario, but the mayor remains stubborn. In a

last-ditch effort, they decide to seek out a more accommodating authority

figure, leading them on a wild spree through nearby towns in search of any

mayor willing to marry them.

The search turns comedic and absurd as they face refusal after refusal due to

age restrictions or bureaucratic red tape. As the sun sets, Aunt Julia grows

frustrated, even shedding tears in light of the whole ordeal becoming

increasingly ludicrous. However, stirrings of hope arise when Javier

discovers a cunning taxi driver who suggests a mayor in Grocio Prado may

be more amenable to their plight. 

After a long journey back to Chincha and an amusing encounter with the

mayor of Grocio Prado, they finally secure their marriage license after

bribing him and changing Mario's birth certificate under false pretenses. The

mayor performs the wedding in a small, humble town hall surrounded by

flickering candlelight, where the driver serves as a witness after procuring

wine to celebrate the occasion. The chapter culminates in the couple finally

being wed, amid laughter and cheerful toasts, showcasing the lengths they've
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gone through to validate their love. 

As they prepare to return to Lima, plans ensure communication with family

and a return to normality, subtly gliding between humor, romance, and

absurdity, encapsulating the spirit of young love against an improbable

backdrop.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

### Chapter Summary: Eighteen

Crisanto Maravillas, the bard of Lima, was born in the bustling

neighborhood surrounding the Plaza de Santa Ana, an area rich in culture

and tradition, where colorful tissue-paper kites filled the skies. His birth was

celebrated amidst local festivity but also foreshadowed struggle; weighing

less than a kilo and with tiny legs, his survival was uncertain. His father,

Valentín, devoted to the religious community surrounding El Señor de

Limpias, believed divine intervention would save his son, while his mother,

María Portal, blamed Valentín for their child's frailty, leading to a

tumultuous relationship.

Against expectations, Crisanto defied the odds, learning to walk despite his

fragile frame. His childhood, however, was devoid of the physical

adventures experienced by other boys, leaving him an observer of life. While

Valentín nurtured a hope for his son’s religious vocation, Crisanto found

solace in the art of poetry and music, his heart yearning for expression

amidst the confines of his reality. His mother, a cook with culinary talents,

introduced him to the cloistered lives of the Discalced Carmelite nuns,

where he would find his first love—Fátima, a foundling raised by the sisters.
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Fátima, despite her unfortunate origins—abandoned as a baby—embodied

innocence and purity within the convent walls, unaware of the external

world to which Crisanto belonged. Their young companionship blossomed

amid chores, becoming the poet’s muse and his reason for yearning. At the

age of twelve, Crisanto discovered his innate musical talent during

neighborhood celebrations, captivating others with his melodies and rhythms

despite his physical limitations.

Blessed with a remarkable ear, Crisanto formed connections with local

musicians, quickly earning their respect and playing alongside them at

vibrant fiestas. His compositions began to spread, becoming an essential part

of Lima's cultural fabric. While fame enveloped him, Crisanto remained

humble, often working without formal education in music, and sustaining a

simple lifestyle in Los Barrios Altos.

However, his heart belonged to Fátima, who had become a nun,

complicating their bond. Despite their emotional distance, Crisanto

cherished their intermittent meetings, finding profound inspiration in their

unvoiced love. Yet, a painful divide was imposed when a chance encounter

revealed his physical maturity, prompting the Mother Superior to prohibit

his visits to the convent. This separation ignited a period of suffering that

deepened his artistic expression, yielding heartfelt ballads that echoed his

despair and longing.
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As time progressed, Crisanto's fame escalated, but the heartache of

unfulfilled love weighed heavily upon him. Among the many admirers who

sought his attention, he remained steadfast in his devotion to Fátima,

expressing his feelings through music rather than personal encounters. His

songs blended themes of spirituality with human emotion, attracting a loyal

audience that extended beyond romantic affections.

Eventually, in a significant moment of overlapping fates, Crisanto organized

a concert at the convent to raise funds for missionaries, an event marked by

anticipation and reverence. However, it ended in catastrophe as an

earthquake struck during the performance, trapping both performers and

audience members within the convent’s collapsing walls. 

Among those lost were Crisanto, assisting in the evacuation, and Sister

Fátima, who succumbed alongside Richard, her long-hidden brother: two

innocent souls entwined in a tragic love story that would embrace them in

death. Their fates culminated in a question of divine justice versus earthly

tragedy, leaving the narrative of love, song, and spirituality shrouded in

ambiguity, hinting at the possibility of eternal reconciliation beyond life’s

fleeting nature.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

### Chapter Nineteen Summary

At seven in the morning, Javier, calling from Lima, delivers alarming news

about a recent accident involving a jitney. While neither he nor his

companion Pascual were hurt, serious injuries occurred to others. On top of

that, Javier had a frightening encounter upon returning to his pensión:

Mario’s father, furious about his son’s marriage to Aunt Julia, confronted

him with a revolver, demanding to know their whereabouts. Terrified, Javier

insisted he didn’t know where Mario was. Afterward, he talked to Uncle

Lucho, who was sad but calm and confirmed that Mario and Aunt Julia had

legally married. Uncle Lucho encouraged them to return to Lima to confront

the family, emphasizing that Mario's father was particularly hostile.

Aunt Julia, though slightly worried by the situation with the revolver, was

otherwise determined and optimistic. After discussing their plans over coffee

in the Plaza de Armas, they set off for Lima, where the foggy atmosphere

made the city appear ghostly. Arriving at Uncle Lucho's house, they were

greeted by an anxious family dynamic. Uncle Lucho expressed his concerns

about Mario’s future, arguing that his life choices seemed reckless.

Nevertheless, Mario remained steadfast, promising that he would not

abandon his studies.
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The family dynamics shifted with news that Mario's father was threatening

dire consequences against Aunt Julia if she did not leave the country. This

revelation caused Aunt Julia and Uncle Lucho to develop a plan: Aunt Julia

would flee to Chile temporarily to protect herself and allow tensions to cool.

Although Mario furiously protested, arguing they should remain together, he

was ultimately persuaded to accept this compromise to avoid violence.

Just before her departure, Aunt Julia and Mario shared intimate moments

filled with promises of their future together. The following weeks tested

Mario’s ability to navigate the fallout from his marriage. He took on

multiple jobs to support the household while dealing with disapproving

relatives and his parents’ sorrow over his decisions.

During Aunt Julia’s month-long absence, Mario managed to secure seven

separate jobs, including cataloguing books at a library and compiling records

in a cemetery, substantially increasing his income. Their correspondence

was filled with affection and optimism, even as Mario faced familial

rejection and his father's wrath.

With Aunt Julia returning home, Mario eagerly awaited her arrival. Despite

financial struggles, he managed to cover her flight back, showcasing his

growth and commitment to their relationship. When reunited in their new

apartment—impeccably prepared by Cousin Nancy—their love and dreams
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for the future shone brightly, now tinged with the realities of their

circumstances. As they settled into their lives together, Aunt Julia playfully

encouraged Mario to embrace adulthood, marking the beginning of a new

chapter in their turbulent yet passionate union.
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Chapter 20: 

In Chapter Twenty of *Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter* by Mario Vargas

 Llosa, we witness the reflective journey of the narrator, who recounts his

marriage to Aunt Julia, which surprisingly lasted eight years, surpassing

family expectations. The couple’s union not only enabled them to live in

Paris, fulfilling a long-held dream, but also launched the narrator's writing

career—though he never completed his law studies. Opting instead for a

degree in Romance philology, he attempted to appease his family’s

ambitions while providing for them through his work as a writer and

journalist.

Upon their divorce, the family mourned Aunt Julia’s departure,

demonstrating the affection they held for her. The narrator later remarries,

this time to his cousin Patricia, resulting in less familial uproar due to

previous experiences. This marriage also undergoes a push for a religious

union, orchestrated largely by family connections, revealing the influence of

familial pressure and expectations.

His life predominantly focused in Europe—first with Aunt Julia in Spain

and France, and later with Patricia—was shaped by an agreement with

Peruvian magazines that ensured he could return home annually for writing

research. These visits to Lima became pivotal, allowing him to immerse

himself in the culture and atmosphere that inspired his work, providing a
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much-needed connection to his roots amidst his fears of fully losing his

Peruvian identity.

With each return to Lima, he engaged in various activities that combined

pleasure with work, exploring the city and its nuances in new ways. For

instance, he conducted research for a new novel set during General Odría's

presidency, diving headfirst into historical archives and the bustling city

streets, which had transformed dramatically in his absence.

During one of these research trips, he unexpectedly reunites with an old

acquaintance, Big Pablito—a once aspiring journalist now turned television

doorman—who shares his success story of rising to ownership of a

restaurant against the odds. Their conversation illustrates the theme of

resilience and change, connecting past with present. 

As they reminisce, the narrator learns more about their shared circle of

friends, including Pascual, now a scandal-sheet editor, and the shadow of

their former colleague Pedro Camacho—once a celebrated scriptwriter who

has fallen considerably into despair. The narrator’s encounter with Pedro

highlights the vicissitudes of life and the harsh realities of those who once

thrived, contrasting sharply with his own trajectory toward success.

Through this narrative, Vargas Llosa expounds on the complexities of

relationships, the burdens of expectation, and the simultaneous advancement
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and decline of his characters, all interwoven with a vibrant depiction of

Peruvian life that he wrestles to articulate through his art, ultimately

reaffirming his indelible connection to his homeland despite the dizzying

allure of expatriate life.
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