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About the book

The "Baburnama," the memoirs of Babur, the founder of the Mughal Empire

in India, is a captivating chronicle that transcends mere historical record,

offering deep insights into the mind of a ruler driven by ambition, nostalgia,

and the quest for beauty. Written in the early 16th century, this

autobiographical work weaves together vivid descriptions of Babur's life,

from his struggles in Central Asia to his eventual triumph in India, all while

illuminating his perspectives on nature, art, and the human experience.

Through his eloquent prose and keen observations, Babur invites readers

into his world, allowing them to witness not only the imperial conquests but

also the personal challenges and reflections of a man who sought to

reconcile his lofty aspirations with the turbulent realities of his time. The

"Baburnama" is not just a historical document; it is a profound exploration

of identity, legacy, and the intricacies of leadership—making it an essential

read for anyone intrigued by the complexities of history and the human

spirit.
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About the author

Zahir ud-Din Muhammad Babur, commonly known as Babur, was a

prominent Central Asian ruler and the founder of the Mughal Empire in

India. Born on February 14, 1483, in present-day Uzbekistan, Babur was a

descendant of Timur on his father's side and Genghis Khan on his mother's

side, which imbued him with a sense of legacy and ambition. A skilled

military commander and strategist, he established his empire after a series of

notable conquests, including the pivotal victory at the First Battle of Panipat

in 1526. Babur was not only a formidable warrior but also a cultured poet

and writer, best known for his memoirs, the "Baburnama," which provide a

rich, firsthand account of his life, the landscapes he encountered, and the

political intrigues of his time, blending historical narrative with personal

reflection in a manner that resonates with readers to this day.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 899 AH—Oct. 12th. 1493 to Oct.
2nd. 1494 AD

### Summary: Chapters Covering 899 AH - 908 AH (1493 to 1503 AD)

#### Introduction

The narrative unfolds during the year 899 AH (1493 AD) and follows the

�a�u�t�h�o�r�,� �w�h�o� �r�e�m�i�n�i�s�c�e�s� �a�b�o�u�t� �h�i�s� �c�h�i�l�d�h�o�o�d� �i�n� �F�a�r�g�h���n�a�,� �a� �r�e�g�i�o�n

characterized by its fertile lands and strategic location bordered by major

�t�o�w�n�s� �l�i�k�e� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �a�n�d� �K���s�h�g�h�a�r�.� �T�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �i�n�h�e�r�i�t�s� �t�h�e� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p� �o�f

this small yet fruitful country marked by grain production and rich harvests.

�H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �t�h�e� �r�e�g�i�o�n� �f�a�c�e�s� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �d�u�e� �t�o� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s� �a�n�d

�A�k�z�b�e�g�s�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �d�e�s�o�l�a�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �a� �d�e�c�l�i�n�e� �i�n� �s�e�t�t�l�e�d� �p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�.

�#�#�#�#� �T�h�e� �G�e�o�g�r�a�p�h�y� �o�f� �F�a�r�g�h���n�a

�F�a�r�g�h���n�a� �i�s� �d�e�p�i�c�t�e�d� �a�s� �a� �l�a�n�d� �r�i�c�h� �i�n� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s�,� �w�i�t�h� �i�t�s� �c�l�i�m�a�t�e� �c�a�t�e�g�o�r�i�z�e�d

within the temperate zone and its terrain largely surrounded by mountains,

�l�i�m�i�t�i�n�g� �a�c�c�e�s�s� �m�a�i�n�l�y� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �w�e�s�t�e�r�n� �s�i�d�e�.� �T�h�e� �S�a�i�%�k�n� �R�i�v�e�r� �c�u�t�s� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h

the region, lending life to its agricultural endeavors, while its seven distinct

�t�o�w�n�s�h�i�p�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,� �A�k�s�h�,� �M�a�r�g�h�+�n���n�,� �a�n�d� �K�h�u�j�a�n�d�,� �a�r�e� �d�e�t�a�i�l�e�d

for their unique contributions to the culture, economy, and history of

�F�a�r�g�h���n�a�.
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- �A�n�d�i�j���n serves as the capital, known for its hunting grounds and

 renowned fruits, especially melons and pears.

- Khujand, described as one of the oldest towns, is notable for its

 pomegranates and fertile lands but suffers from malaria due to its

geographic positioning.

- �M�a�r�g�h�+�n���n, famed for its delicious apricots and pomegranates, has a

 rowdy populace, known for its fighters and bullies.

- �A�k�s�h, admired for its natural beauty, features a notable mosque and

 lush gardens.

The towns reflect the diversity of culture and the interplay between nature

and society.

#### Historical Context

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �s�h�i�f�t�s� �t�o� �t�h�e� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l� �b�a�c�k�d�r�o�p� �o�f� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z���,� �t�h�e

author’s father, known for his aspirations and military pursuits. His

�a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n�s� �l�e�a�d� �h�i�m� �t�o� �b�a�t�t�l�e� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�,

often with mixed results. The power dynamics shift with major players like

�Y�k�n�a�s� �K�h���n�,� �t�h�e� �K�h���n� �o�f� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�,� �a�n�d� �S�l�.� �A�h�m�a�d� �M�+�r�z���,� �w�h�o

influence the political landscape significantly.

�-� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �r�e�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�h�i�p�s� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e�s�e� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �p�r�o�v�e� �c�o�m�p�l�e�x� �a�n�d

consequential. He never fully consolidates power, facing defeats that force

him to withdraw and seek alliances.
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�-� �A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�i�s� �t�u�r�m�o�i�l�,� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�,� �l�e�d� �b�y� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �l�i�k�e� �S�l�.� �M�a�%�m�k�d� �K�h���n�,

become threats, leading to coalition maneuvers and military engagements

affecting the balance of power in the region.

�A�s� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z��� �g�r�a�p�p�l�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �s�e�t�b�a�c�k�s� �a�n�d� �l�o�c�a�l

governance, the struggles of maintaining order amidst warfare become focal

points.

#### Personal Accounts and Character Descriptions

�T�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r�'�s� �a�c�c�o�u�n�t� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�s� �o�n� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l�i�t�y

characteristics which lean towards valor and ambition, accompanied by

habits such as frequent drinking, poetry, and a strong commitment to Islamic

practices. His governance style, heavy on justice and generosity, is evident

in several anecdotes where he manages to restore lost properties to their

rightful owners despite challenging circumstances.

- The account also features descriptions of his physical appearance and

temperament, providing insight into his leadership style and the nature of his

relationships.

- The reflections on the family dynamics are expanded, discussing the

author’s upbringing and the effective management of his household,

comprised of multiple wives and children, which adds another layer to the

narrative of leadership and legacy.
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#### Key Battles and Events

Significant battles are highlighted, including encounters against adversaries

�s�u�c�h� �a�s� �Y�k�n�a�s� �K�h���n�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z��� �s�u�f�f�e�r�s� �d�e�f�e�a�t�,� �a�n�d� �o�t�h�e�r�s

where he finds success. Each event is articulated with attention to the

strategies employed, the aftermath, and the shifting allegiances.

- The narrative emphasizes the arduous circumstances surrounding these

encounters, often painting them as lessons in resilience and tactical warfare.

  

�#�#�#�#� �C�o�n�c�l�u�s�i�o�n� �o�f� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z���’�s� �L�i�f�e

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�e�s� �i�n� �'�U�m�a�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �M�+�r�z���’�s� �s�u�d�d�e�n� �d�e�a�t�h�,� �w�h�i�c�h

sends ripples through the political spectrum. His demise amidst ongoing

military campaigns leaves a void that his son, the author, must navigate,

foreshadowing the challenges of leadership he will face while striving to

�m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n� �t�h�e� �l�e�g�a�c�y� �a�n�d� �u�n�i�t�y� �o�f� �F�a�r�g�h���n�a�.

Overall, the chapters present a fragmented but cohesive tapestry of

�F�a�r�g�h���n�a�'�s� �g�e�o�g�r�a�p�h�y�,� �h�i�s�t�o�r�y�,� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�s�,� �a�n�d� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e�s�,� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e�l�y

woven together to reflect a period of significant change marked by ambition,

conflict, and cultural richness.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 900 AH—Oct. 2nd. 1494 to Sep.
21st. 1495 AD

The period from October 1494 to September 1495 marks a significant phase

 in the tumultuous dynastic politics of Central Asia, primarily revolving

around the power dynamics involving the Timurid leaders.

�I�n� �9�0�0� �A�H� �(�1�4�9�4� �A�D�)�,� �S�h�a�h�r�u�k�h� �M�i�r�z�a� �s�e�n�t� �a�n� �e�n�v�o�y� �n�a�m�e�d� �‘�A�b�d�u�’�l�-�q�a�d�k�s

�B�e�g� �w�i�t�h� �g�i�f�t�s� �t�o� �c�e�l�e�b�r�a�t�e� �t�h�e� �m�a�r�r�i�a�g�e� �o�f� �h�i�s� �e�l�d�e�s�t� �s�o�n�,� �M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�i�r�z�a�,� �t�o

�b���l�i�%�a� �S�u�l���n�,� �d�a�u�g�h�t�e�r� �o�f� �A�%�m�a�d� �M�i�r�z�a�.� �T�h�i�s� �e�v�e�n�t� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t� �t�o

strengthen familial alliances through marriage, a common practice among

royalty during this time. Concurrently, there were undercurrents of betrayal

�a�s� �$�a�s�a�n�-�i�-�y�a�q�‘�k�b�,� �a� �k�e�y� �f�i�g�u�r�e�,� �o�p�p�o�r�t�u�n�i�s�t�i�c�a�l�l�y� �s�h�i�f�t�e�d� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s� �t�o� �t�h�e

�r�i�v�a�l� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�i�r�z�a�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l� �c�o�r�d�i�a�l�i�t�y�,� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �m�o�n�t�h�s�,� �h�e� �d�i�s�p�l�a�y�e�d

hostile intentions against the author, leading to a coalition forming among

loyalists to depose him.

Such political machinations were not uncommon, with the author’s

�g�r�a�n�d�m�o�t�h�e�r�,� ���+�s���n�-�d�a�u�l�a�t� �B�e�g�+�m�,� �p�l�a�y�i�n�g� �a� �n�o�t�a�b�l�e� �r�o�l�e� �i�n� �f�o�r�m�u�l�a�t�i�n�g

counter-strategies. Her wisdom was highlighted as she and other influential

�f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �d�e�c�i�d�e�d� �t�o� �a�c�t� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �$�a�s�a�n�.� �U�p�o�n� �l�e�a�r�n�i�n�g� �o�f� �t�h�e�i�r� �i�n�t�e�n�t�i�o�n�s�,� �h�e

fled towards Samarkand, leaving his supporters vulnerable.

�A�s� �e�v�e�n�t�s� �u�n�f�o�l�d�e�d�,� �n�e�w�s� �o�f� �S�l�.� �M�a�%�m�k�d� �M�i�r�z�a�’�s� �d�e�a�t�h� �i�n� �J�a�n�u�a�r�y� �1�4�9�5
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from a sudden illness at the age of 43 caused a shift in power dynamics. He

was born in 857 AH (1453 AD) and was known for his robust management

of state affairs, despite his moral failings. Described as short and stout with a

penchant for excess, his reign was marred by brutality and decadence, which

extended to his personal life where he was notorious for indulging in

catamite relationships. The historical narrative emphasizes the duality of his

character, well-acquainted with governance yet deeply flawed in morality.

His military endeavors were also notable but beset by defeats, particularly

�a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �r�i�v�a�l� �M�i�r�z�a� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �o�f� �B���y�q�a�r���.� �U�p�o�n� �h�i�s� �d�e�a�t�h�,� �t�h�e� �c�o�n�s�e�q�u�e�n�c�e�s

�r�e�v�e�r�b�e�r�a�t�e�d� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e�—�K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t�e�d� �t�o

conceal this news, but chaos erupted almost immediately as soldiers and

civilians in Samarkand rose up against him.

�B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�i�r�z�a�,� �M�a�%�m�k�d�’�s� �s�o�n�,� �w�a�s� �c�a�l�l�e�d� �b�a�c�k� �f�r�o�m� �B�u�k�h���r��� �a�n�d

accelerated to the throne at a tender age of 18 amid the unrest. His ascent

�s�a�w� �i�m�m�e�d�i�a�t�e� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�s� �a�s� �S�l�.� �M�a�%�m�k�d� �K�h�a�n� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �t�o� �a�s�s�e�r�t� �h�i�s

power and challenge ownership of territories. A decisive victory against the

�M�u�g�h�k�l� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �s�h�o�w�c�a�s�e�d� �a� �m�i�x� �o�f� �v�a�l�o�r� �a�n�d� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�y� �y�e�t� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�s

the instability of the region.

�C�o�n�c�u�r�r�e�n�t�l�y�,� �I�b�r���h�+�m� �S���r�k�,� �o�n�c�e� �a� �l�o�y�a�l� �r�e�t�a�i�n�e�r�,� �f�e�l�l� �i�n�t�o� �d�i�s�r�e�p�u�t�e� �a�n�d

�u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �s�u�c�c�u�m�b�e�d� �t�o� �a� �s�i�e�g�e� �s�e�t� �b�y� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �a�f�t�e�r� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y

resisting. The author's intention to mediate conflicts with his familial ties
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�t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �v�i�s�i�t�i�n�g� �K�h���n� �A�%�m�a�d�—�h�i�s� �e�l�d�e�r� �b�r�o�t�h�e�r�—�r�e�f�l�e�c�t�s� �a� �d�e�e�p�e�r� �d�e�s�i�r�e

for harmony amidst chaos.

Further expeditions led to confrontations with local tribes and diminished

powers within their territories, marked by both tribulations and fleeting

moments of success. Aiming to restore order, the author’s actions

emphasized the need for strategic diplomacy and military strength to

command respect and stability in an increasingly fragmented political

landscape.

In summary, this year encapsulates crucial themes of loyalty, betrayal, and

the often disastrous consequences of power struggles within the Timurid

dynasty, setting a framework for future conflicts and the ongoing narrative

of the region’s history. The complexity of relationships and the ever-present

specter of violence illustrate the challenges faced by leaders in their

relentless pursuit of control during this volatile period.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 901 AH—Sep. 21st. 1495 to Sep.
9th. 1496 AD

Summary of Chapters: 901 AH—September 21, 1495 to September 9, 1496

 AD

�I�n� �t�h�e� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �o�f� �9�0�1� �A�H�,� �S�u�l���n� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �i�n�i�t�i�a�t�e�d� �a� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n

�a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �m�o�v�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �f�r�o�m� �K�h�u�r���s���n� �t�o� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t� �h�i�m

�n�e�a�r� �T�+�r�m�+�•�.� �S�i�m�u�l�t�a�n�e�o�u�s�l�y�,� �h�i�s� �r�i�v�a�l�,� �S�l�.� �M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�+�r�z���,� �s�t�a�t�i�o�n�e�d� �h�i�s

�t�r�o�o�p�s� �n�e�a�r�b�y� �b�u�t� �f�a�i�l�e�d� �t�o� �e�n�g�a�g�e� �e�f�f�e�c�t�i�v�e�l�y� �w�h�e�n� �‘�A�b�d�u�’�l�-�l�a�t�+�f� �B�a�k�h�s�k�+

led a detachment to successfully cross the river and establish a foothold. Sl.

�M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�+�r�z���,� �i�n�f�l�u�e�n�c�e�d� �p�e�r�h�a�p�s� �b�y� �h�i�s� �h�a�l�f�-�b�r�o�t�h�e�r� �W�a�l�+� �o�r� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l

reluctance, retreated rather than confront the crossing forces.

�A�s� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �a�d�v�a�n�c�e�d�,� �S�l�.� �M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�+�r�z��� �a�b�a�n�d�o�n�e�d� �h�i�s

�f�o�r�t�i�f�i�c�a�t�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t�e�d� �t�o� �m�e�e�t� �h�i�s� �b�r�o�t�h�e�r�,� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �i�n

�S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�.� �M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �b�e�s�i�e�g�e�d� �t�h�e� �t�o�w�n� �o�f� �$�i�c���r�,

leading a prolonged assault that involved various tactics, including mining

and artillery. Despite the besiegers’ efforts, the defenders held strong

through well-coordinated countermeasures, forcing a stalemate. Eventually,

�S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �a� �t�r�u�c�e�,� �r�e�s�u�l�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �a� �m�a�r�r�i�a�g�e� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e

�w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �f�a�m�i�l�y� �o�f� �S�l�.� �M�a�%�m�k�d� �M�+�r�z��� �a�s� �a� �m�e�a�n�i�n�g�f�u�l� �c�o�m�p�r�o�m�i�s�e�.
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�F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �t�h�e�s�e� �s�k�i�r�m�i�s�h�e�s�,� �t�h�e� �T�a�r�k�h���n�+�s� �i�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �r�e�v�o�l�t�e�d� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t

�B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �f�u�e�l�e�d� �b�y� �i�n�t�e�r�n�a�l� �d�i�s�c�o�r�d� �a�n�d� �i�n�f�l�u�e�n�t�i�a�l� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s�,

�n�o�t�a�b�l�y� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�r�i�s�m�a�t�i�c� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �‘�A�b�d�u�’�l�-�l���h� �B�a�r�l���s�.� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �w�a�s

�t�a�k�e�n� �p�r�i�s�o�n�e�r�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�a�i�l�i�n�g� �T�a�r�k�h���n� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �e�x�e�c�u�t�e�d� �D�a�r�w�e�s�h

�M�u�%�a�m�m�a�d� �T�a�r�k�h���n�,� �a� �l�e�a�d�e�r� �o�f� �t�h�e� �r�e�v�o�l�t�,� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�y�i�n�g� �t�h�e�i�r� �p�o�w�e�r�.� �T�h�i�s

�t�u�r�m�o�i�l� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �l�e�d� �t�o� �a� �d�e�c�i�s�i�v�e� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t�a�t�i�o�n�:� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s

�f�a�c�e�d� �d�e�f�e�a�t� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �n�e�w�l�y� �e�m�b�o�l�d�e�n�e�d� �S�l�.� �‘�A�l�+� �M�+�r�z���,� �w�h�o� �c�a�p�i�t�a�l�i�z�e�d

on the chaos.

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �p�e�r�i�o�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �y�e�a�r�n�e�d� �f�o�r� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �o�v�e�r� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�;� �h�e�n�c�e� �h�e

�g�a�t�h�e�r�e�d� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.� �H�i�s� �r�i�v�a�l�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �S�l�.� �M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�+�r�z���,� �s�h�a�r�e�d� �s�i�m�i�l�a�r

aspirations following earlier conflicts that had subsided. As they converged

�o�n� �t�h�e� �c�i�t�y� �f�r�o�m� �d�i�f�f�e�r�e�n�t� �d�i�r�e�c�t�i�o�n�s�,� �S�l�.� �‘�A�l�+� �M�+�r�z��� �b�r�o�k�e�r�e�d� �a� �p�e�a�c�e

�m�e�e�t�i�n�g�.� �T�h�e�y� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �w�i�t�h�d�r�e�w� �a�s� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h�e�d�,� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r

�f�o�c�u�s�i�n�g� �o�n� �c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �w�h�i�l�e� �S�l�.� �M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�+�r�z��� �r�e�d�i�r�e�c�t�e�d� �h�i�s

ambitions towards personal gains.

As political tensions grew, Ilkhanid influences and maneuvering among

regional leaders made the period rife with conflict, mutual distrust, and

shifting allegiances, setting the stage for future struggles over power and

territorial control in Central Asia.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of strategic alliances and diplomacy in

overcoming rivalry and conflict.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself faced with fierce competition,

where every decision made could define your future or lead to

stalemate. Just as Babur witnessed the shifts in power and how

alliances could determine the fate of leaders, you too can find

inspiration in building connections with others. It's a reminder that

sometimes, instead of fighting against each other, finding common

ground and creating partnerships can transform adversities into

opportunities. Embracing collaboration over conflict can pave the way

for mutual growth and success, allowing you to navigate through

challenges with the strength of a united front.
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Chapter 4: 902 AH—Sep. 9th. 1496 to Aug. 30th. 1497
AD

�I�n� �t�h�e� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �o�f� �1�4�9�6�,� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �s�e�c�o�n�d� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t� �t�o� �r�e�c�l�a�i�m� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �w�a�s� �s�e�t

� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �a� �b�a�c�k�d�r�o�p� �o�f� �s�h�i�f�t�i�n�g� �a�l�l�e�g�i�a�n�c�e�s� �a�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �T�+�m�k�r�i�d� �p�r�i�n�c�e�s�.

�B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �b�o�l�s�t�e�r�e�d� �b�y� �r�e�c�e�n�t� �v�i�c�t�o�r�i�e�s�,� �s�e�e�m�e�d� �t�o� �b�e

�c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�i�n�g� �p�o�w�e�r� �e�f�f�e�c�t�i�v�e�l�y�,� �e�s�p�e�c�i�a�l�l�y� �a�f�t�e�r� �M�a�h�d�+� �S�l�.� �l�e�d� �a� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l

�a�t�t�a�c�k� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �‘�A�b�d�u�’�l�-�k�a�r�+�m� �U�s�h�r�i�t�,� �a� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r� �o�p�p�o�s�i�n�g� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�.

�A�s� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �r�e�c�o�g�n�i�z�e�d� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�c�a�r�i�o�u�s�n�e�s�s� �o�f� �h�i�s� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n�,� �h�e� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t�e�d

�t�o� �p�r�e�s�e�r�v�e� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�,� �p�a�v�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �w�a�y� �f�o�r� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�.

�B���b�u�r�,� �s�e�e�k�i�n�g� �t�o� �f�u�l�f�i�l�l� �a� �p�r�e�a�r�r�a�n�g�e�d� �p�l�a�n� �w�i�t�h� �S�l�.� �‘�A�l�+� �M�+�r�z���,� �m�o�v�e�d

�f�r�o�m� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �i�n� �M�a�y�.� �N�e�a�r� �Y���r� �Y�+�l���q�,� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s

�e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�’�s� �t�r�o�o�p�s�,� �c�a�u�s�i�n�g� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �d�i�s�a�r�r�a�y� �a�n�d� �a�l�l�o�w�i�n�g

�B���b�u�r�’�s� �m�e�n� �t�o� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �s�p�o�i�l�s� �o�f� �w�a�r�.� �T�h�e�y� �t�h�e�n� �o�c�c�u�p�i�e�d� �S�h�+�r���z�,� �t�a�k�i�n�g

advantage of its weak defenses, and continued their advance towards

Samarkand, positioning themselves strategically in anticipation of a

protracted siege.

�T�h�e� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �c�a�m�p�e�d� �n�e�a�r� �K�h���n� �Y�k�r�t�+�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �s�k�i�r�m�i�s�h�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�’�s

men became frequent. Specific individuals distinguished themselves in

�b�a�t�t�l�e�,� �b�u�t� �n�o�t� �w�i�t�h�o�u�t� �c�o�s�t�;� �n�o�t�a�b�l�e� �c�a�s�u�a�l�t�i�e�s� �i�n�c�l�u�d�e�d� �K�h�w���j�a�k�+

�M�u�l�l���-�i�-�c�a�d�r�,� �w�h�o�s�e� �d�e�a�t�h� �s�y�m�b�o�l�i�z�e�d� �t�h�e� �p�e�r�i�l�o�u�s� �n�a�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �o�n�g�o�i�n�g

conflict. Amidst these battles, the camp transformed into an energetic bazaar
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as traders flocked to provide supplies, demonstrating the thriving

commercial activity even in wartime.

As the siege progressed, many smaller forts around Samarkand began to

�s�u�r�r�e�n�d�e�r�,� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �w�e�a�k�e�n�i�n�g� �g�r�i�p� �o�f� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�+�r�z���.� �M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,

�t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �f�l�a�r�e�d� �a�m�o�n�g� �o�t�h�e�r� �r�u�l�i�n�g� �p�r�i�n�c�e�s�.� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �s�o�n�,

�B�a�d�+�‘�u�’�z�-�z�a�m���n� �M�+�r�z���,� �c�l�a�s�h�e�d� �o�v�e�r� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�i�e�s� �l�i�k�e� �B�a�l�k�h� �a�n�d� �A�s�t�a�r���b���d�.

Their tumultuous relationship descended into open conflict marked by

�B�a�d�+�‘�u�’�z�-�z�a�m���n�'�s� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l� �d�e�f�e�a�t� �a�t� �t�h�e� �h�a�n�d�s� �o�f� �h�i�s� �f�a�t�h�e�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n

ordered the execution of captured soldiers, reinforcing the brutal nature of

their rivalry.

�A�f�t�e�r� �r�e�c�l�a�i�m�i�n�g� �B�a�l�k�h�,� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n�’�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �l�e�f�t� �B�a�d�+�‘�u�’�z�-�z�a�m���n� �s�t�r�i�p�p�e�d

�o�f� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g� �h�i�m� �t�o� �s�e�e�k� �r�e�f�u�g�e� �w�i�t�h� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h� �i�n� �Q�k�n�d�k�z�,

who equipped him generously for future endeavors. This period of upheaval

�a�l�s�o� �s�a�w� �d�i�s�c�o�r�d� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n� �S�l�.� �M�a�s�‘�k�d� �M�+�r�z��� �a�n�d� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �e�s�p�e�c�i�a�l�l�y

as both leaders vied for power in the chaotic landscape marked by shifting

loyalties and relentless warfare.

Through these sequences of military skirmishes and personal vendettas, the

narrative highlights the intricate web of alliances and enmities that defined

the era, laying a foundation for subsequent power struggles among the

�c�o�n�t�e�n�d�i�n�g� �f�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �t�h�e� �T�+�m�k�r�i�d� �d�y�n�a�s�t�y�.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 903 AH—Aug. 30th. 1497 to Aug.
19th. 1498 AD

�S�u�m�m�a�r�y� �o�f� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r�s�:� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �f�o�r� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �(�1�4�9�7�-�1�4�9�8�)

Background Context:� �T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �f�o�c�u�s�e�s� �o�n� �B���b�u�r�,� �t�h�e� �f�o�u�n�d�e�r� �o�f

 the Mughal Empire, recounting his second attempt to capture Samarkand.

His efforts were marked by conflict, strategic navigation of allegiances, and

management of both physical and political challenges.

�#�#�#� �R�e�s�u�m�e�d� �A�c�c�o�u�n�t� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �S�e�c�o�n�d� �A�t�t�e�m�p�t� �o�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d

(1497-1498)

�B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �t�r�o�o�p�s� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y� �c�a�m�p�e�d� �i�n� �t�h�e� �Q�u�l�b�a� �m�e�a�d�o�w� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�h�e�y

faced a sudden and unprepared assault from the townspeople of Samarkand,

�l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �t�h�e� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �o�n�e� �o�f� �h�i�s� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�s�,� �B���b��� �Q�u�l�+�.� �S�o�o�n� �a�f�t�e�r

regrouping further up the territory, a decisive clash ensued against the

�S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�+�s�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �r�e�s�u�l�t�e�d� �i�n� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y� �f�o�r� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.� �T�h�i�s

engagement shattered the morale of the townspeople, who ceased further

attacks.

�A�s� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h�e�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �c�o�n�v�e�n�e�d� �a� �c�o�u�n�c�i�l� �a�m�o�n�g� �h�i�s� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�s�.

�T�h�e�y� �r�e�s�o�l�v�e�d� �t�o� �c�r�e�a�t�e� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �q�u�a�r�t�e�r�s� �a�t� �t�h�e� �K�h�w���j�a� �D�+�d���r� �f�o�r�t� �r�a�t�h�e�r� �t�h�a�n
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risk exposure to the cold. Preparations for the winter were made, but

�t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �a�r�o�s�e� �w�h�e�n� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �t�h�e� �c�u�r�r�e�n�t� �r�u�l�e�r� �o�f� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,

�s�o�u�g�h�t� �r�e�i�n�f�o�r�c�e�m�e�n�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t�e�d

�u�p�o�n� �r�e�a�l�i�z�i�n�g� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�'�s� �d�i�m�i�n�i�s�h�i�n�g� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�.

�E�v�e�n�t�u�a�l� �d�i�s�i�l�l�u�s�i�o�n�m�e�n�t� �f�o�r� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �l�e�d� �h�i�m� �t�o� �a�b�a�n�d�o�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d

�w�i�t�h� �a� �s�p�a�r�s�e� �r�e�t�i�n�u�e�,� �w�h�i�l�e� �B���b�u�r� �c�a�p�i�t�a�l�i�z�e�d� �o�n� �t�h�i�s� �o�p�p�o�r�t�u�n�i�t�y�.� �A�f�t�e�r

several days, he and his men rode back into Samarkand, greeted with

celebration and respect as they reentered the citadel.

### Description of Samarkand

Samarkand, described as a gem of human habitation, revealed its geographic

and cultural splendor. Located in the Fifth Climate, it is noted for its rich

history, beautiful architecture, and agricultural bounty. The bustling town is

surrounded by rich farmlands and connected by vital waterways such as the

Kohik and Dar-i-gham canals, crucial for irrigation. The chapter highlights

�p�r�o�m�i�n�e�n�t� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �l�i�k�e� �T�+�m�k�r� �B�e�g�,� �w�h�o�,� �a�s� �a� �g�r�e�a�t� �c�o�n�q�u�e�r�o�r�,

transformed Samarkand into a vibrant capital.

The city boasted numerous gardens and architectural wonders, including the

�G�k�k� �S�a�r���+� �a�n�d� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �m�o�s�q�u�e�s� �a�n�d� �c�o�l�l�e�g�e�s� �b�u�i�l�t� �b�y� �T�+�m�k�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s

�d�e�s�c�e�n�d�a�n�t� �A�k�l�k�g�h� �B�e�g�.� �T�h�e� �t�a�l�e�n�t� �a�n�d� �c�r�a�f�t� �o�f� �i�t�s� �p�e�o�p�l�e� �a�r�e� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�e�d

through trade specialties like high-quality paper and cramoisy velvet.
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�#�#�#� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �R�u�l�e� �a�n�d� �C�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �i�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d

�U�p�o�n� �t�a�k�i�n�g� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�e�d� �t�o� �m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n� �f�a�v�o�r�a�b�l�e

relationships with its begs, including promoting and rewarding loyalty.

However, the city's recent suffering from siege necessitated immediate aid in

�t�e�r�m�s� �o�f� �f�o�o�d� �a�n�d� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s�,� �c�a�u�s�i�n�g� �d�i�s�t�r�e�s�s� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �r�a�n�k�s� �a�s� �m�a�n�y

soldiers felt displaced and abandoned, leading to desertions.

�D�e�s�p�e�r�a�t�i�o�n� �g�r�e�w�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �t�o� �s�e�e�k� �a�s�s�i�s�t�a�n�c�e� �f�r�o�m� �K�h���n� �o�v�e�r

�t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�i�e�s� �l�i�k�e� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �a�n�d� �A�k�h�s�+� �f�o�r� �h�i�s� �r�e�l�a�t�i�v�e� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z���.� �B�u�t� �a�s

envoys exchanged tensions mounted within his ranks, desertions intensified,

�e�x�a�c�e�r�b�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �l�u�r�k�i�n�g� �e�n�e�m�i�e�s�,� �p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �A�k�z�k�n� �$�a�s�a�n� �a�n�d� �S�l�.� �A�%�m�a�d

�T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �w�h�o� �c�o�n�s�p�i�r�e�d� �t�o� �u�n�d�e�r�m�i�n�e� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �a�u�t�h�o�r�i�t�y�.

�#�#�#� �T�h�e� �L�o�s�s� �o�f� �A�n�d�i�j���n

�T�h�e� �d�i�r�e� �s�i�t�u�a�t�i�o�n� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�e�d� �i�n� �t�h�e� �s�h�o�c�k�i�n�g� �s�u�r�r�e�n�d�e�r� �o�f� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �w�h�i�l�e

�B���b�u�r� �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �i�l�l� �h�e�a�l�t�h�.� �T�h�e� �c�o�w�a�r�d�i�c�e� �o�f� �o�n�e� �o�f� �h�i�s� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�s�,

�‘�A�l�+�-�d�o�s�t� �a�g�h���+�,� �c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�e�d� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t�l�y� �t�o� �t�h�e� �l�o�s�s�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �B���b�u�r�’�s

�r�e�g�r�e�t� �o�v�e�r� �r�e�l�i�n�q�u�i�s�h�i�n�g� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �v�a�i�n� �h�o�p�e� �o�f� �r�e�g�a�i�n�i�n�g� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,

only to face a greater loss. The tragic execution of

�K�h�w���j�a�-�i�-�m�a�u�l���n���-�i�-�q���“�+�,� �a� �k�e�y� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�e�r�,� �a�d�d�e�d� �t�o� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�'�s� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e

poignancy, underscoring the brutal realities of political allegiance and
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betrayal.

### Strategic Movements and Alliances

�I�n� �K�h�u�j�a�n�d�,� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �o�u�t�l�o�o�k� �b�l�e�a�k� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �d�w�i�n�d�l�i�n�g�,� �B���b�u�r� �m�a�d�e

�s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �c�h�a�n�g�e�s� �t�o� �e�n�l�i�s�t� �K�h���n�’�s� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t� �a�g�a�i�n� �a�l�o�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �a�d�d�i�t�i�o�n�a�l� �t�r�o�o�p�s

�f�o�r� �a� �r�e�n�e�w�e�d� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�.� �Y�e�t� �m�i�s�m�a�n�a�g�e�m�e�n�t� �o�n� �t�h�e� �p�a�r�t� �o�f� �K�h���n� �c�a�u�s�e�d� �a

�s�e�t�b�a�c�k� �i�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �p�l�a�n�s�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �t�h�e�s�e� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s�,� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d

�d�e�t�e�r�m�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �r�e�c�l�a�i�m� �b�o�t�h� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �a�n�d� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �r�e�m�a�i�n�e�d� �s�t�e�a�d�f�a�s�t�,

as he continued seeking assistance and formulating new plans of attack.

�T�o�g�e�t�h�e�r�,� �t�h�e�s�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�s� �d�e�p�i�c�t� �t�h�e� �a�r�d�u�o�u�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �o�f� �B���b�u�r� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�i�n�g

alliances, rivalries, and harsh conditions in his quest for power and stability

in Central Asia. His resilience and strategic acumen play a pivotal role in his

narrative filled with historical significance and the quest for dominance in

the region.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 904 AH—Aug. 19th. 1498 to Aug.
8th. 1499 AD

Summary of Chapters: August 19th, 1498 to August 8th, 1499

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�p�e�n�s� �i�n� �t�h�e� �y�e�a�r� �9�0�4� �A�H� �(�1�4�9�8� �A�D�)�,� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�s� �a�n

uncertain and tumultuous period following his repeated attempts to establish

control over Khujand. After two unsuccessful transitions between Khujand

�a�n�d� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �a�n�d� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�i�n�d�s� �K�h�u�j�a�n�d� �u�n�s�u�i�t�a�b�l�e� �f�o�r� �h�i�s

ambitions, recognizing its poor resources. To secure a winter refuge, he

�s�e�e�k�s� �a� �l�o�a�n� �f�r�o�m� �M�u�%�a�m�m�a�d� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �K�k�r�k���n� �D�k�g�h�l���t� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �v�i�l�l�a�g�e� �o�f

�P�a�s�h���g�h�a�r�.

�D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �s�u�f�f�e�r�i�n�g� �f�r�o�m� �f�e�v�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �m�a�k�e�s� �t�h�e� �a�r�d�u�o�u�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�o

�P�a�s�h���g�h�a�r�,� �m�o�t�i�v�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �a� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �n�e�e�d� �t�o� �r�e�g�r�o�u�p�.� �H�e� �s�o�o�n� �d�i�s�p�a�t�c�h�e�s

�o�f�f�i�c�e�r�s� �l�i�k�e� �I�b�r���h�+�m� �S���r�k� �a�n�d� �W�a�i�s� �L���g�h�a�r�+� �t�o� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �n�e�a�r�b�y� �f�o�r�t�s� �h�e�l�d� �b�y

�S�a�y�y�i�d� �Y�k�s�u�f� �B�e�g�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�,� �a�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �t�o� �m�a�k�e� �s�o�m�e� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�i�a�l� �g�a�i�n�s�.

�M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �S�a�y�y�i�d� �Y�k�s�u�f�'�s� �s�t�a�t�u�s� �b�e�c�o�m�e�s� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�i�n�g�l�y� �p�r�e�c�a�r�i�o�u�s� �a�s

suspicions grow regarding his loyalties. 

�W�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �p�a�s�s�i�n�g� �w�i�n�t�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�i�n�d�s� �h�i�m�s�e�l�f� �b�e�s�e�t� �b�y� �a�n�x�i�e�t�y�,� �u�n�s�u�r�e� �o�f� �h�i�s

next steps. In this state of upheaval, a horseman arrives with an offer of

allegiance from Ali-Dost, a disgraced yet politically shrewd figure, seeking
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�t�o� �r�e�g�a�i�n� �s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �l�o�y�a�l�t�y�.� �S�e�i�z�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �o�p�p�o�r�t�u�n�i�t�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �r�u�s�h�e�s� �t�o

�M�a�r�g�h�+�n���n�,� �a� �c�r�i�t�i�c�a�l� �s�t�r�o�n�g�h�o�l�d�,� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �t�r�e�a�c�h�e�r�o�u�s� �l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e� �b�o�t�h

physically and politically. 

�U�p�o�n� �r�e�a�c�h�i�n�g� �M�a�r�g�h�+�n���n�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�i�n�d�s� �l�o�c�a�l� �s�e�n�t�i�m�e�n�t� �i�n� �h�i�s� �f�a�v�o�r�,� �h�a�v�i�n�g

garnered support due to the local tyrants’ oppressive rule. He consolidates

�p�o�w�e�r� �b�y� �r�e�c�r�u�i�t�i�n�g� �l�o�c�a�l� �c�l�a�n�s�m�e�n�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �A�k�z�k�n� �$�a�s�a�n� �a�n�d� �T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �w�h�o

�h�a�d� �b�e�e�n� �o�p�p�o�s�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�,� �b�e�g�i�n� �t�o� �r�a�l�l�y� �a�n�d� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e� �t�o� �b�e�s�i�e�g�e� �M�a�r�g�h�+�n���n�,

�u�n�a�w�a�r�e� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�e�i�r� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �w�o�u�l�d� �s�o�o�n� �f�a�c�e� �s�e�v�e�r�e� �s�e�t�b�a�c�k�s�.� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �a�l�l�i�e�s

engage in successful guerilla tactics, undermining their enemies’ advances,

�l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �A�k�z�k�n� �$�a�s�a�n�'�s� �d�i�s�a�s�t�r�o�u�s� �s�u�p�p�r�e�s�s�i�o�n�.

�I�n� �p�u�r�s�u�i�t� �o�f� �r�e�c�l�a�i�m�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �i�n�h�e�r�i�t�e�d� �d�o�m�a�i�n�,� �B���b�u�r� �r�i�d�e�s� �t�o� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,� �n�o�w

fortified by local leaders disenchanted with the current regime. Success in

�A�n�d�i�j���n� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�i�e�s� �h�i�s� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �o�v�e�r� �t�h�e� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y�,� �b�u�t� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �o�f� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n� �l�o�o�m

�a�s� �d�i�s�c�o�n�t�e�n�t� �b�r�e�w�s� �a�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�—�t�r�i�b�e�s�m�e�n� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l�l�y� �k�n�o�w�n� �f�o�r

their instability.

�F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �p�o�w�e�r�,� �A�k�z�k�n� �$�a�s�a�n� �s�e�e�k�s� �a�n� �a�u�d�i�e�n�c�e

�a�n�d�,� �a�f�t�e�r� �p�r�e�s�s�u�r�e� �f�r�o�m� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�,� �h�e� �s�u�r�r�e�n�d�e�r�s� �A�k�h�s�+�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �t�h�e

�a�f�t�e�r�m�a�t�h� �o�f� �t�h�i�s� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t� �l�e�a�d�s� �t�o� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �d�i�s�c�o�n�t�e�n�t� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �e�n�a�c�t�s� �a� �h�a�r�s�h

�d�e�c�r�e�e� �o�n� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�,� �e�x�a�c�e�r�b�a�t�i�n�g� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �a�m�o�n�g� �t�h�o�s�e� �w�h�o� �o�n�c�e

supported him and inadvertently igniting a renewed rebellion. This internal

discord culminates in several violent skirmishes.
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�T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �n�o�w� �a�l�i�g�n�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �J�a�h���n�g�i�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t�s� �t�o� �s�e�i�z�e� �b�a�c�k� �A�n�d�i�j���n

�b�u�t� �t�o� �n�o� �a�v�a�i�l�,� �a�s� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�,� �u�n�d�e�r�e�s�t�i�m�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �e�m�e�r�g�i�n�g� �t�h�r�e�a�t�,� �f�i�n�d

themselves caught in a surprise attack, leading to significant losses. For

�n�e�a�r�l�y� �a� �m�o�n�t�h�,� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �l�a�y�s� �s�i�e�g�e�,� �y�e�t� �t�h�e� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s� �o�f� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �h�o�l�d� �f�i�r�m

against his aggressive maneuvers. Eventually, facing unyielding resistance,

he retreats in failure.

�T�h�e�s�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�s� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�e� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s�,

warfare, and the complexities of leadership amid ongoing treachery and

territorial disputes, all while navigating the ever-changing landscape of

power dynamics in the region.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 905 AH—Aug. 8th. 1499 to July
28th. 1500 AD

�S�u�m�m�a�r�y� �o�f� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r�s�:� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �A�g�a�i�n�s�t� �A�%�m�a�d� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �M�u�g�h�k�l

 and Related Events

905 AH, August 1499 – July 1500 AD

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �A�%�m�a�d� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �c�o�m�m�e�n�c�e�d� �w�i�t�h

preparations for war, leading to a mobilization of soldiers from various

�d�i�s�t�r�i�c�t�s�.� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�t� �o�u�t� �o�n� �A�u�g�u�s�t� �2�5�,� �w�i�t�h� �h�o�p�e�s� �t�o� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t� �h�i�s� �o�p�p�o�n�e�n�t

�n�e�a�r� �A�k�s�h�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t�e�d�,� �f�o�r�c�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �t�o� �p�u�r�s�u�e� �h�i�m

�n�o�r�t�h�w�a�r�d�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �t�h�e� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l� �s�e�t�b�a�c�k�s�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �t�r�o�o�p�s� �e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �i�n� �c�a�l�c�u�l�a�t�e�d

�r�a�i�d�s� �a�r�o�u�n�d� �A�k�z�k�+�n�t�,� �b�u�t� �d�i�d� �n�o�t� �a�c�h�i�e�v�e� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �g�a�i�n�s�.

�T�h�e� �f�o�r�t� �o�f� �M�����k�,� �h�e�l�d� �b�y� �T�a�C�b�a�l�'�s� �b�r�o�t�h�e�r� �K�h�a�l�+�l� �a�n�d� �r�e�g�a�r�d�e�d� �a�s

�f�o�r�m�i�d�a�b�l�e�,� �b�e�c�a�m�e� �a� �t�a�r�g�e�t� �a�f�t�e�r� �B���b�u�r� �l�e�a�r�n�e�d� �o�f� �i�t�s� �d�e�f�e�n�s�e�s�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �i�t�s

�s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h�,� �t�h�e� �f�o�r�t� �f�e�l�l� �t�o� �B���b�u�r� �a�f�t�e�r� �a� �f�i�e�r�c�e� �a�s�s�a�u�l�t�.� �S�o�o�n� �a�f�t�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �s�h�i�f�t�e�d

�h�i�s� �f�o�c�u�s� �t�o� �U�n�j�k�-�t�k�p�a�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�h�e�y� �r�e�m�a�i�n�e�d� �e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �i�n� �s�p�o�r�a�d�i�c� �s�k�i�r�m�i�s�h�e�s

while waiting for favorable conditions.

�M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �s�h�i�f�t�s� �t�o� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �w�h�o� �w�a�s� �b�e�t�r�a�y�e�d
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�a�n�d� �m�u�r�d�e�r�e�d� �b�y� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�—�a� �f�i�g�u�r�e� �d�e�s�c�r�i�b�e�d� �a�s� �u�n�w�o�r�t�h�y� �a�n�d

�a�m�b�i�t�i�o�u�s�.� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�,� �d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �b�e�i�n�g� �a� �m�a�n� �o�f� �n�o�b�l�e� �h�e�r�i�t�a�g�e�,� �f�e�l�l� �v�i�c�t�i�m� �t�o

treachery on August 17, executed with his followers on account of Khusrau

�S�h���h�’�s� �a�s�p�i�r�a�t�i�o�n�s� �f�o�r� �p�o�w�e�r�.

�I�n� �a�n� �e�x�p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �B���+�-�s�u�n�g�h�a�r�’�s� �b�a�c�k�g�r�o�u�n�d�,� �w�e� �l�e�a�r�n� �h�e� �w�a�s� �b�o�r�n� �i�n

�1�4�7�7�,� �t�h�e� �s�o�n� �o�f� �S�l�.� �M�a�%�m�k�d� �M�+�r�z���.� �H�e� �w�a�s� �k�n�o�w�n� �f�o�r� �h�i�s� �a�t�t�r�a�c�t�i�v�e

features and kind disposition, possessing a talent for poetry, albeit lacking a

comprehensive body of work. His engagements in battles against rival

factions demonstrated his valor, though his reign was marred by political

turbulence.

�A�s� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �p�r�o�g�r�e�s�s�e�d�,� �h�e� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e�d� �r�e�i�n�f�o�r�c�e�m�e�n�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �a�l�l�i�e�s�,

�n�o�t�a�b�l�y� �S�l�.� �A�%�m�a�d� �Q�a�r���w�a�l�.� �I�g�n�i�t�e�d� �b�y� �r�e�c�e�n�t� �v�i�c�t�o�r�i�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �i�n�i�t�i�a�t�e�d

�a�n�o�t�h�e�r� �o�f�f�e�n�s�i�v�e� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �w�h�o� �w�a�s� �f�o�u�n�d� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t�i�n�g�,� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y

�l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �a� �s�k�i�r�m�i�s�h� �a�t� �K�h�k�b���n� �w�h�e�r�e� �T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �w�e�r�e� �r�o�u�t�e�d�.

�B���b�u�r� �o�p�t�e�d� �f�o�r� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �q�u�a�r�t�e�r�s� �i�n� �B�e�t�w�e�e�n�-�t�h�e�-�t�w�o�-�r�i�v�e�r�s�,� �a� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �c�h�o�i�c�e

�a�i�m�e�d� �a�t� �h�a�r�v�e�s�t�i�n�g� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s� �a�n�d� �w�a�t�c�h�i�n�g� �o�v�e�r� �T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t�s�.

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �t�i�m�e�,� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t�s� �b�y� �Q�a�C�b�a�r�-�‘�a�l�+� �t�o� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �t�o� �h�i�s� �d�i�s�t�r�i�c�t� �c�a�u�s�e�d

�f�r�i�c�t�i�o�n� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�a�m�p�,� �r�e�v�e�a�l�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �f�i�c�k�l�e� �l�o�y�a�l�t�i�e�s�.

�T�h�e� �d�y�n�a�m�i�c� �o�f� �p�o�w�e�r� �s�h�i�f�t�e�d� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �w�h�e�n� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�'�s� �b�a�c�k�i�n�g� �f�o�r

�T�a�C�b�a�l� �p�r�o�m�p�t�e�d� �r�e�i�n�f�o�r�c�e�m�e�n�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �K�h���n� �a�t� �T�a�s�h�k�e�n�t�,� �c�o�m�p�l�i�c�a�t�i�n�g
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�B���b�u�r�'�s� �e�f�f�o�r�t�s�.� �A�s� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �g�r�e�w�,� �a� �p�e�a�c�e� �n�e�g�o�t�i�a�t�i�o�n� �w�i�t�h� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �e�m�e�r�g�e�d�,

resulting in a tentative agreement that allocated territories and fostered a

�f�r�a�g�i�l�e� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�.� �C�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�s� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�a�m�p� �f�e�s�t�e�r�e�d�,� �p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e

�r�i�s�e� �o�f� �‘�A�l�+�-�d�o�s�t�,� �w�h�o� �a�b�u�s�e�d� �h�i�s� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �a�l�i�g�n�e�d� �h�i�m�s�e�l�f� �w�i�t�h� �T�a�C�b�a�l�.

�B���b�u�r� �e�v�e�n�t�u�a�l�l�y� �f�a�c�e�d� �t�h�e� �c�o�n�s�e�q�u�e�n�c�e�s� �o�f� �t�r�a�n�s�i�t�i�o�n�i�n�g� �f�r�o�m� �w�a�r� �t�o

political dealings, indicating the complexity of leadership amid shifting

�a�l�l�e�g�i�a�n�c�e�s� �a�n�d� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l�s�.� �H�i�s� �f�i�r�s�t� �m�a�r�r�i�a�g�e� �t�o� �‘�y�i�s�h�a�-�S�u�l���n� �B�e�g�+�m� �s�e�t� �a

personal tone, reflecting the blend of personal life with political obligations.

�A�s� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �c�l�o�s�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�s� �a�r�e� �i�n�t�e�r�s�p�e�r�s�e�d� �w�i�t�h

personal reflections and poetic expressions, illustrating the intertwining of

�a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n�,� �v�u�l�n�e�r�a�b�i�l�i�t�y�,� �a�n�d� �y�o�u�t�h�f�u�l� �p�a�s�s�i�o�n�.� �A� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l�—�A�l�+

�M�+�r�z���'�s� �s�u�r�r�e�n�d�e�r� �o�f� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �t�o� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n�—�s�i�g�n�a�l�s� �a� �n�e�w� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r

of uncertainty and strife within the region, highlighting the need for

vigilance in the face of shifting alliances and enmities. 

Thus, the chapters depict a turbulent period marked by campaigns, betrayals,

and the psychological strains of leadership in a time fraught with instability

and ambition.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The resolve to pursue victory despite adversity

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on Babur's relentless pursuit of

victory, even in the face of initial setbacks and treachery, inspires you

to embrace resilience in your own endeavors. Life will inevitably

present challenges and obstacles that may appear insurmountable, but

like Babur, you can find strength in persistence. This chapter

encourages you to keep pressing forward, learn from failures, and

remain focused on your ultimate goals, transforming your adversities

into opportunities for growth and triumph.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 8: 906 AH—July 28th. 1500 to July 17th. 1501
AD

Summary of the Chapters: July 1500 to July 1501 AD

�I�n� �t�h�e� �a�f�t�e�r�m�a�t�h� �o�f� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g�s� �s�e�i�z�i�n�g� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �t�r�a�n�s�i�t�i�o�n�s

�t�o� �t�h�e� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �i�n�t�r�i�g�u�e� �s�u�r�r�o�u�n�d�i�n�g� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n�’�s� �r�u�l�e�.� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n�,

driven by ambition and influenced by a woman’s promise, meets with Sl.

�‘�A�l�+� �M�+�r�z��� �i�n� �a� �p�o�o�r�l�y� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e�d� �e�n�c�o�u�n�t�e�r� �t�h�a�t� �l�e�a�d�s� �t�o� �t�h�e� �l�a�t�t�e�r�’�s� �d�e�m�i�s�e�.

�M�+�r�z���’�s� �r�e�g�r�e�t� �f�o�r� �b�e�c�o�m�i�n�g� �e�n�t�a�n�g�l�e�d� �i�n� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �m�a�t�t�e�r�s� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �c�o�s�t�s

him his life, marking a significant moment in the power struggles of the

�r�e�g�i�o�n�.� �F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �e�x�e�c�u�t�i�o�n�,� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n�,� �s�e�e�k�i�n�g� �t�o

�c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�e� �h�i�s� �p�o�w�e�r�,� �d�i�s�p�a�t�c�h�e�s� �J���n�-�‘�a�l�+� �t�o� �s�e�c�u�r�e� �M�+�r�z���’�s� �f�o�l�l�o�w�e�r�s

�w�h�i�l�e� �e�l�i�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �p�o�t�e�n�t�i�a�l� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �l�i�k�e� �K�h�w���j�a� �Y�a�%�y�a�,� �w�h�o�s�e� �f�a�t�e� �i�s� �g�r�i�m� �a�s

�h�e� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �s�o�n�s� �a�r�e� �m�u�r�d�e�r�e�d� �b�y� �A�k�z�b�e�g�s� �d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �t�h�e� �K�h���n�’�s� �d�e�n�i�a�l� �o�f

involvement.

�M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �B���b�u�r�,� �t�h�e� �p�r�o�t�a�g�o�n�i�s�t�,� �d�e�p�a�r�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �K�e�s�h� �w�i�t�h� �p�l�a�n�s� �t�o� �r�e�c�l�a�i�m

�S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,� �a�l�i�g�n�i�n�g� �h�i�m�s�e�l�f� �w�i�t�h� �f�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �o�p�p�o�s�e�d� �t�o� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �w�h�o

had previously inflicted suffering upon his family. Despite setbacks,

including losses of allies and treacherous mountain crossings, his

�d�e�t�e�r�m�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �r�e�g�a�i�n� �l�o�s�t� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y� �i�n�t�e�n�s�i�f�i�e�s�.� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h

hostile lands, marked by trepidation and fluctuating alliances, reveals both
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the peril of his mission and the loyalty of those who choose to follow him,

�d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �d�a�n�g�e�r�s� �p�o�s�e�d� �b�y� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e� �p�l�a�n�n�i�n�g� �a�n�d� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �m�a�n�e�u�v�e�r�i�n�g�,� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�e�k�s� �t�o

�s�u�r�p�r�i�s�e� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �i�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�.� �A� �f�a�v�o�r�a�b�l�e� �d�r�e�a�m� �i�n�s�p�i�r�e�s

him, strengthening his resolve to reclaim the city. In a remarkable nighttime

�m�a�n�e�u�v�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �m�e�n� �m�a�n�a�g�e� �t�o� �i�n�f�i�l�t�r�a�t�e� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,� �c�a�t�c�h�i�n�g� �t�h�e

�A�k�z�b�e�g�s� �o�f�f� �g�u�a�r�d�.� �T�h�i�s� �u�n�e�x�p�e�c�t�e�d� �a�s�s�a�u�l�t� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�e�s� �i�n� �c�h�a�o�s� �a�n�d� �t�r�i�u�m�p�h

as the local populace rises against their occupiers, leading to the recapture of

�S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �h�a�d� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l�l�y� �b�e�e�n� �a� �s�t�r�o�n�g�h�o�l�d� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �d�y�n�a�s�t�y�.

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �j�o�y�f�u�l� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �t�o� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �i�s� �a�c�c�o�m�p�a�n�i�e�d� �b�y� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�i�o�n�s� �o�n� �t�h�e

nature of leadership and loyalty. He distinguishes his victory from other

leaders, noting the unique challenges he faced, while poets celebrate his

success with verses immortalizing the event. However, the political

�l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e� �r�e�m�a�i�n�s� �t�e�n�u�o�u�s�,� �a�s� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n� �r�e�s�u�r�f�a�c�e�,

�l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �i�n�t�o� �a� �v�u�l�n�e�r�a�b�l�e� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�n�c�e� �m�o�r�e�.

�T�h�e� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�c�i�e�s� �o�f� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�s� �a�n�d� �w�a�r�f�a�r�e� �u�n�f�u�r�l� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�n�d�s� �e�n�v�o�y�s� �t�o� �s�e�e�k

support from neighboring rulers but finds himself increasingly isolated; the

�f�e�w� �a�l�l�i�e�s� �w�h�o� �d�o� �r�e�s�p�o�n�d� �o�f�f�e�r� �i�n�s�u�f�f�i�c�i�e�n�t� �a�s�s�i�s�t�a�n�c�e�.� �A�s� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h���n

�c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�e�s� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �B���b�u�r�,� �t�h�e� �l�a�t�t�e�r� �i�s� �b�e�s�i�e�g�e�d� �i�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�.

Despite bravery from his men, the dire circumstances of the siege begin to
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�t�a�k�e� �a� �t�o�l�l�.� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �i�n�n�e�r� �c�i�r�c�l�e� �r�a�l�l�y� �t�o� �f�o�r�t�i�f�y� �t�h�e�i�r� �d�e�f�e�n�s�e�s�,� �b�u�t� �o�v�e�r

time, resistance falters due to starvation and lack of outside support,

showcasing the grim realities of warfare. Desperation sets in as townspeople

resort to eating dogs and donkeys, reflecting the human cost of the conflict.

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �a�l�s�o� �t�o�u�c�h�e�s� �u�p�o�n� �d�e�v�e�l�o�p�m�e�n�t�s� �i�n� �F�a�r�g�h���n�a�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �T�a�C�b�a�l

�c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �l�e�g�i�t�i�m�a�c�y� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �a�c�t�i�o�n�,� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �c�o�m�p�l�i�c�a�t�i�n�g

the power dynamics in the region. This series of events underscores the

themes of ambition, loyalty, and the often precarious nature of power in the

�f�a�c�e� �o�f� �a�d�v�e�r�s�i�t�y�.� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e� �t�o� �m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �i�n� �a� �r�e�g�i�o�n� �f�r�a�u�g�h�t

with political discord sets the stage for future conflicts and the continued

evolution of his leadership.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 9 Summary: 907 AH—July 17th. 1501 to July
7th. 1502 AD

In the summer of 1501, the siege of Samarkand became a dire situation for

� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �f�o�l�l�o�w�e�r�s�.� �P�r�o�v�i�s�i�o�n�s� �d�w�i�n�d�l�e�d�,� �a�n�d� �h�o�p�e� �w�a�s� �l�o�s�t� �a�s� �s�o�l�d�i�e�r�s

�a�n�d� �t�o�w�n�s�f�o�l�k� �b�e�g�a�n� �t�o� �d�e�s�e�r�t� �t�h�e�i�r� �p�o�s�t�s�.� �A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�i�s� �c�h�a�o�s�,� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n

arrived at the gates of the city, encouraging discussions of peace. Ultimately,

�f�a�c�i�n�g� �d�e�s�p�a�i�r�,� �a� �b�e�g�r�u�d�g�i�n�g� �t�r�u�c�e� �w�a�s� �m�a�d�e�,� �a�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �g�r�o�u�p

to flee under the cover of night, although they suffered great losses,

�i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �e�l�d�e�r� �s�i�s�t�e�r�,� �K�h���n�-�z���d�a� �B�e�g�+�m�.

�B���b�u�r� �e�m�b�a�r�k�e�d� �o�n� �a� �t�r�e�a�c�h�e�r�o�u�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �a�s� �h�e� �l�e�f�t� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d�,

�a�c�c�o�m�p�a�n�i�e�d� �b�y� �h�i�s� �m�o�t�h�e�r� �K�h���n�+�m� �a�n�d� �t�w�o� �o�t�h�e�r� �w�o�m�e�n�.� �T�h�e�y� �f�a�c�e�d

disorientation and physical challenges, struggling through the irrigation

channels of Soghd until dawn, when they finally reached safer territory.

Relief soon followed as they found sustenance and comfort in

�K�h�a�l�+�l�a�-�v�i�l�l�a�g�e� �a�n�d� �D�+�z�a�k�,� �m�a�r�k�i�n�g� �a� �b�i�t�t�e�r�s�w�e�e�t� �c�h�a�n�g�e� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e�i�r

previous trials.

�A�f�t�e�r� �a� �p�e�r�i�o�d� �o�f� �r�e�c�o�v�e�r�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �p�a�r�t�y� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �t�o� �t�r�a�v�e�l� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h

�A�k�r���-�t�+�p���,� �v�i�s�i�t�i�n�g� �p�a�s�t� �s�t�r�o�n�g�h�o�l�d�s� �a�n�d� �r�e�c�o�n�n�e�c�t�i�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �d�i�s�t�a�n�t� �r�e�l�a�t�i�v�e�s�.

�H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �n�e�w�s� �o�f� �d�e�a�t�h� �w�e�i�g�h�e�d� �h�e�a�v�i�l�y� �o�n� �t�h�e�m�;� �K�h�k�b�-�n�i�g���r� �K�h���n�+�m�,

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �u�n�c�l�e�,� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �g�r�a�n�d�m�o�t�h�e�r� �b�o�t�h� �p�a�s�s�e�d� �a�w�a�y� �i�n� �t�h�e� �i�n�t�e�r�i�m�.� �D�u�r�i�n�g

�t�h�i�s� �t�i�m�e�,� �B���b�u�r� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �f�a�v�o�r� �f�r�o�m� �M�u�%�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���,� �h�o�p�i�n�g� �f�o�r
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protection or land, but his hopes were thwarted.

As they settled in Dikh-kat, a village known for its herding culture, winter

�a�r�r�i�v�e�d� �h�a�r�s�h�l�y�.� �F�r�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�o�n�s� �g�r�e�w� �a�s� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �w�a�g�e�d� �r�a�i�d�s� �i�n�t�o� �n�e�a�r�b�y

�t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�i�e�s�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �t�o� �m�o�b�i�l�i�z�e� �h�i�s� �o�w�n� �d�w�i�n�d�l�i�n�g� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �d�e�s�p�i�t�e

the bitter cold. These skirmishes were marked by misfortune, including the

�d�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �N�u�y���n� �K�k�k�k�l�d���s�h�,� �a� �v�a�l�u�e�d� �c�o�m�p�a�n�i�o�n�,� �u�n�d�e�r� �s�u�s�p�i�c�i�o�u�s

circumstances possibly tied to enmity within their ranks.

�T�h�e� �s�e�a�s�o�n� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �r�e�p�o�r�t�s� �o�f� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�'�s� �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t�s�,

�c�o�m�p�e�l�l�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �g�r�o�u�p� �t�o� �f�l�e�e� �d�e�e�p�e�r� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �h�i�l�l�s�.� �A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e� �s�h�i�f�t�i�n�g

�a�l�l�e�g�i�a�n�c�e�s�,� �t�h�e�y� �d�e�c�i�d�e�d� �t�o� �s�e�e�k� �r�e�f�u�g�e� �w�i�t�h� �T�h�e� �K�h���n� �i�n� �T���s�h�k�+�n�t�,� �a

�p�r�o�m�i�n�e�n�t� �f�i�g�u�r�e� �i�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e�.� �A�s� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e�d

for action, they conducted traditional ceremonies to rally their troops,

showcasing their warrior culture and heritage, which held deep-rooted

customs from the lineage of Genghis Khan.

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �i�s� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �e�n�r�i�c�h�e�d� �b�y� �h�i�s� �l�i�t�e�r�a�r�y� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�s� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s

tumultuous time, composing poems reflecting his inner turmoil and loyalty

amidst uncertainty. These artistic expressions became a source of solace and

identity as he navigated through the complexities of loyalty, loss, and the

ever-looming threat of political instability. The chapter culminates with

�B���b�u�r� �g�r�a�p�p�l�i�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �p�a�i�n� �o�f� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l� �a�s� �k�e�y� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �i�n� �h�i�s� �c�a�m�p� �s�h�i�f�t

�t�h�e�i�r� �l�o�y�a�l�t�i�e�s� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �i�g�n�i�t�i�n�g� �a�n�o�t�h�e�r� �l�a�y�e�r� �o�f� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t� �a�s� �h�e
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prepares for future confrontations and alliances.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 908 AH—July 7th. 1502 to June
26th. 1503 AD

In the period between July 7, 1502, and June 26, 1503, the narrative

� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�s� �t�o� �f�o�l�l�o�w� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �t�u�m�u�l�t�u�o�u�s� �l�i�f�e� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�s� �f�o�r� �p�o�w�e�r� �i�n

�t�h�e� �r�e�g�i�o�n� �o�f� �T���s�h�k�+�n�t�,� �f�o�c�u�s�i�n�g� �o�n� �h�i�s� �d�i�r�e� �p�o�v�e�r�t�y�,� �t�h�e� �s�h�i�f�t�i�n�g� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s�,

and the conflicts against rival factions. 

�#�#�#� �A�.� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �P�o�v�e�r�t�y� �i�n� �T���s�h�k�+�n�t

�B���b�u�r� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�s� �o�n� �h�i�s� �h�u�m�i�l�i�a�t�i�n�g� �c�i�r�c�u�m�s�t�a�n�c�e�s� �i�n� �T���s�h�k�+�n�t�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �h�e� �f�a�c�e�d

extreme poverty and loss. His attempts to establish power had led to

disappointment; he neither captured territories nor defeated adversaries.

Most of his retainers had abandoned him due to his destitution, leaving him

to navigate a complex political landscape with only a few loyal followers.

�B���b�u�r� �o�f�t�e�n� �v�i�s�i�t�e�d� �h�i�s� �m�a�t�e�r�n�a�l� �u�n�c�l�e�,� �T�h�e� �K�h���n� �d���d���,� �b�u�t� �f�e�l�t� �a� �p�r�o�f�o�u�n�d

sense of despair over his state. Struck by the absence of hope and longing for

a better life, he considered fleeing to China—a long-held dream since

childhood. With potential familial attachment no longer an obstacle, he

thought of this escape, although he kept his plan hidden from those around

him for fear of further disappointment.

�#�#�#� �B�.� �T�h�e� �Y�o�u�n�g�e�r� �K�h���n� �C�o�m�e�s� �t�o� �T���s�h�k�+�n�t
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�T�h�e� �a�r�r�i�v�a�l� �o�f� �t�h�e� �Y�o�u�n�g�e�r� �K�h���n�,� �a� �r�e�l�a�t�i�v�e� �w�h�o� �h�a�d� �b�e�e�n� �a�b�s�e�n�t� �f�o�r� �m�a�n�y

�y�e�a�r�s�,� �d�i�s�r�u�p�t�e�d� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �e�s�c�a�p�e� �p�l�a�n�.� �U�p�o�n� �h�e�a�r�i�n�g� �o�f� �t�h�e� �Y�o�u�n�g�e�r� �K�h���n�'�s

�a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �o�t�h�e�r�s� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e�d� �t�o� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e� �h�i�m� �h�o�n�o�r�a�b�l�y�.� �T�h�e

meeting was warm, filled with familial recognition and the exchange of

�g�i�f�t�s�,� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �Y�o�u�n�g�e�r� �K�h���n� �s�h�o�w�c�a�s�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �a�t�t�i�r�e� �a�n�d� �w�a�r�r�i�o�r

skills. This meeting rekindled hopes for a shared future among relatives

amidst the surrounding dangers.

�#�#�#� �C�.� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�s� �M�a�r�c�h� �i�n�t�o� �F�a�r�g�h���n�a� �A�g�a�i�n�s�t� �T�a�C�b�a�l

�U�p�o�n� �r�e�t�u�r�n�i�n�g� �t�o� �T���s�h�k�+�n�t�,� �T�h�e� �K�h���n� �b�e�g�a�n� �p�l�a�n�s� �t�o� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t� �t�h�e� �e�n�e�m�y

�S�l�.� �A�%�m�a�d� �T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �a�n� �a�r�m�y� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e� �K�+�n�d�+�r�l�+�k�-�p�a�s�s�.

�R�e�c�o�g�n�i�z�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �u�r�g�e�n�c�y� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �g�r�o�w�i�n�g� �p�o�w�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �w�a�s

�a�s�s�i�g�n�e�d� �a� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �r�o�l�e� �t�o� �f�l�a�n�k� �T�a�C�b�a�l�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.� �W�i�t�h� �r�e�i�n�f�o�r�c�e�m�e�n�t�s� �f�r�o�m

�l�o�y�a�l� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e�d� �t�o� �e�x�e�c�u�t�e� �t�h�i�s� �m�a�n�e�u�v�e�r�.

�#�#�#� �D�.� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �A�t�t�e�m�p�t� �t�o� �E�n�t�e�r� �A�n�d�i�j���n� �F�r�u�s�t�r�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �a� �M�i�s�t�a�k�e

�I�n� �a� �b�o�l�d� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t� �t�o� �b�r�e�a�c�h� �t�h�e� �d�e�f�e�n�s�e�s� �o�f� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �m�e�n

suffered a setback due to a miscommunication that caused confusion among

his ranks, leading to a premature retreat. This blunder not only hampered

their offensive but also showcased the fragility of trust and the risks inherent

in military engagements.
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�#�#�#� �E�.� �B���b�u�r� �A�g�a�i�n� �A�t�t�e�m�p�t�s� �A�n�d�i�j���n

�D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �s�e�t�b�a�c�k�s�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �s�a�w� �a� �t�h�a�w� �i�n� �T�a�C�b�a�l�'�s� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t� �a�s� �h�i�s� �f�o�e�s

began to retreat in the face of rising dissent and circumstances turning

�a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e�m�.� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�i�z�e�d� �t�h�e� �m�o�m�e�n�t� �t�o� �m�a�k�e� �a�n�o�t�h�e�r� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t� �o�n� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,

initially gaining momentum but still facing determined resistance.

�#�#�#� �F�.� �B���b�u�r� �S�u�r�p�r�i�s�e�d� �b�y� �T�a�C�b�a�l

�A�f�t�e�r� �a� �f�l�e�e�t�i�n�g� �m�o�m�e�n�t� �o�f� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�o�u�n�d� �h�i�m�s�e�l�f� �i�n� �a� �p�r�e�c�a�r�i�o�u�s

�s�i�t�u�a�t�i�o�n� �a�s� �T�a�C�b�a�l�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �r�e�g�r�o�u�p�e�d� �a�n�d� �m�o�u�n�t�e�d� �a� �s�u�d�d�e�n� �c�o�u�n�t�e�r�a�t�t�a�c�k�.

�T�h�e� �c�h�a�o�s� �o�f� �b�a�t�t�l�e� �l�e�d� �t�o� �t�h�e� �s�c�a�t�t�e�r�i�n�g� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �t�r�o�o�p�s�,� �p�u�s�h�i�n�g� �h�i�m� �b�a�c�k

into desperate flight.

�#�#�#� �G�.� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�s� �M�o�v�e� �f�r�o�m� �K���s���n� �t�o� �A�n�d�i�j���n

�W�i�t�h� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �f�e�e�l�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�s�s�u�r�e� �a�n�d� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�s� �l�i�k�e�w�i�s�e� �a�d�j�u�s�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e�i�r

�s�t�r�a�t�e�g�y�,� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �p�o�r�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e� �b�e�g�a�n� �t�o� �f�r�a�c�t�u�r�e�.� �A�s

�t�h�e� �s�i�t�u�a�t�i�o�n� �d�e�t�e�r�i�o�r�a�t�e�d� �s�p�e�c�i�f�i�c�a�l�l�y� �f�o�r� �T�a�C�b�a�l�,� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�s� �o�r�c�h�e�s�t�r�a�t�e�d� �a

�r�e�t�r�e�a�t� �f�r�o�m� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,� �s�i�g�n�a�l�i�n�g� �a� �s�h�i�f�t� �i�n� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �p�o�w�e�r� �i�n� �t�h�e� �r�e�g�i�o�n�.

�#�#�#� �H�.� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �E�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �A�k�h�s�+

�B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �t�h�e�n� �s�h�i�f�t�e�d� �t�h�e�i�r� �f�o�c�u�s� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �A�k�h�s�+�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�a�c�t�i�c�a�l
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�e�n�g�a�g�e�m�e�n�t�s� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �a�l�l�i�e�s�,� �s�h�i�f�t�i�n�g� �a�l�l�e�g�i�a�n�c�e�s� �a�s� �e�a�c�h

party sought to solidify positions and combat their common enemy.

�#�#�#� �I�.� �T�h�e� �A�f�f�a�i�r�s� �o�f� �P���p

�D�e�v�e�l�o�p�m�e�n�t�s� �i�n� �P���p� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�e�d� �t�h�e� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�c�i�e�s� �o�f� �m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n�i�n�g� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �o�v�e�r

newly captured territories. A surprise attack on the fort revealed both the

�v�u�l�n�e�r�a�b�i�l�i�t�i�e�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �u�n�e�x�p�e�c�t�e�d� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h�s� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.

�#�#�#� �J�.� �B���b�u�r� �I�n�v�i�t�e�d� �i�n�t�o� �A�k�h�s�+

�B���b�u�r� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e�d� �i�n�v�i�t�a�t�i�o�n�s� �f�r�o�m� �p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n�s� �i�n� �A�k�h�s�+�,� �b�u�t� �h�e� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�e�d

these with caution, wary of political machinations designed to weaken his

�t�i�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�s�.� �N�e�v�e�r�t�h�e�l�e�s�s�,� �a�n� �i�n�v�i�t�a�t�i�o�n� �f�r�o�m� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �B���y�a�z�+�d

allowed him to proceed cautiously, aiming to strengthen his power base.

�#�#�#� �K�.� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �A�s�k�s� �H�e�l�p� �o�f� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n

�I�n� �a�n� �u�n�s�e�t�t�l�i�n�g� �t�u�r�n�,� �T�a�C�b�a�l� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �r�e�i�n�f�o�r�c�e�m�e�n�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�,

�c�a�u�s�i�n�g� �u�n�e�a�s�e� �a�m�o�n�g� �T�h�e� �K�h���n�s�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �p�r�o�m�p�t�e�d� �t�h�e�m� �t�o� �w�i�t�h�d�r�a�w� �f�r�o�m

�t�h�e�i�r� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n�s� �b�e�f�o�r�e� �A�n�d�i�j���n�,� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �u�n�c�e�r�t�a�i�n�t�y� �o�f� �t�h�e�i�r� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�.

�#�#�#� �L�.� �B���b�u�r� �A�t�t�e�m�p�t�s� �t�o� �D�e�f�e�n�d� �A�k�h�s�+

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


�T�r�a�p�p�e�d� �i�n� �A�k�h�s�+� �w�i�t�h� �a� �d�e�p�l�e�t�e�d� �f�o�r�c�e�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�d� �t�h�e� �f�o�r�m�i�d�a�b�l�e� �o�n�s�e�t� �o�f

�T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �a�r�m�y�.� �I�n�t�e�r�n�a�l� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t� �a�r�o�s�e� �a�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �e�r�r�o�r�s� �c�o�m�p�o�u�n�d�e�d� �t�h�e

danger, leading to the emergence of a crisis as they prepared for a potentially

overwhelming battle.

�#�#�#� �M�.� �B���b�u�r� �a� �F�u�g�i�t�i�v�e� �B�e�f�o�r�e� �T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �M�e�n

�A�s� �a�n� �o�u�t�c�a�s�t�,� �B���b�u�r� �d�e�a�l�t� �w�i�t�h� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l� �a�n�d� �u�n�c�e�r�t�a�i�n�t�y�,� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y

�m�a�n�a�g�i�n�g� �t�o� �e�s�c�a�p�e� �f�r�o�m� �T�a�C�b�a�l�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �h�e�l�p� �o�f� �u�n�l�i�k�e�l�y� �a�l�l�i�e�s�.� �H�i�s

survival hinged on quick thinking and the assistance of those whom he had

once regarded with suspicion—reflecting the fickle nature of loyalty in times

of conflict.

---

�W�i�t�h� �e�v�e�r�y� �s�e�t�b�a�c�k�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �r�e�v�e�a�l�s� �a� �g�r�o�w�i�n�g� �r�e�s�i�l�i�e�n�c�e�,� �a�n�d

despite his hardships, his ambition to recapture his legacy becomes

increasingly bold as he navigates the intricate web of alliances, betrayals,

and the unyielding quest for sovereignty in a land defined by conflict. The

chapters intricately weave together the personal and political, offering a

glimpse into the tumultuous life of a future emperor navigating chaos on the

path to reclaiming his heritage.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 910 AH—June 14th 1504 to June
4th 1505 AD

Summary of Chapters

�J�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�o� �K�h�u�r���s���n� �a�n�d� �G�a�t�h�e�r�i�n�g� �A�l�l�i�e�s� �(�J�u�n�e� �1�4�,� �1�5�0�4� �-� �J�u�n�e� �4�,� �1�5�0�5�)

�A�s� �B���b�u�r� �e�m�b�a�r�k�s� �o�n� �h�i�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �f�r�o�m� �F�a�r�g�h���n�a�,� �h�e� �i�n�t�e�n�d�s� �t�o� �r�e�a�c�h

�K�h�u�r���s���n�.� �H�i�s� �p�a�r�t�y� �c�o�m�p�r�i�s�e�s� �2�0�0�-�3�0�0� �f�o�l�l�o�w�e�r�s�,� �e�q�u�i�p�p�e�d� �o�n�l�y� �w�i�t�h

minimal belongings. They experience hardship and uncertainty but find

�s�o�m�e� �h�o�p�e� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �i�n�f�o�r�m�a�t�i�o�n� �f�r�o�m� �t�r�i�b�e�s� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�i�v�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�a�u�s�e�.

�B���q�+� �C�h�a�g�h���n�+���n�+�,� �a� �k�i�n�s�m�a�n� �o�f� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �s�e�n�d�s� �g�r�e�e�t�i�n�g�s� �a�n�d

�p�l�e�d�g�e�s� �a�l�l�e�g�i�a�n�c�e�,� �j�o�i�n�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �c�a�m�p� �a�n�d� �h�e�l�p�i�n�g� �t�o� �s�t�a�b�i�l�i�z�e� �t�h�e�i�r

support.

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e�i�r� �s�o�j�o�u�r�n� �a�t� �K���h�m�a�r�d�,� �i�n�t�e�r�n�a�l� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �a�r�i�s�e�.� �B���q�+� �B�e�g� �w�a�r�n�s

�a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �d�u�a�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p�,� �c�i�t�i�n�g� �t�h�a�t� �i�t� �b�r�e�e�d�s� �d�i�s�c�o�r�d�,� �u�r�g�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �t�o� �d�i�s�m�i�s�s

�J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z��� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �g�r�e�a�t�e�r� �g�o�o�d�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �c�h�o�o�s�e�s� �c�o�m�p�a�s�s�i�o�n

over expediency and declines to part ways with his relative, which

ultimately fuels further conflicts.

�A�s� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�e�k�s� �c�o�o�p�e�r�a�t�i�o�n� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �t�h�r�e�a�t� �p�o�s�e�d� �b�y� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�,� �h�e
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�r�e�c�e�i�v�e�s� �l�e�t�t�e�r�s� �f�r�o�m� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �d�i�s�c�u�s�s�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �n�e�e�d� �f�o�r� �c�o�l�l�e�c�t�i�v�e

�d�e�f�e�n�s�e� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g�s�,� �t�h�o�u�g�h� �h�e� �n�o�t�e�s� �d�e�s�p�a�i�r� �w�h�e�n� �c�o�n�t�e�m�p�l�a�t�i�n�g

�t�h�e� �l�a�c�k� �o�f� �a�s�s�e�r�t�i�v�e� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p� �f�r�o�m� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�.

Rising Tensions and Strategic Moves (Early 1505)

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e�s� �a�s� �m�o�r�e� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�e�r�s� �d�e�f�e�c�t� �f�r�o�m� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�.

�Q�a�C�b�a�r�-�‘�a�l�+�,� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s�l�y� �a�l�l�i�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �l�e�a�v�e�s� �t�o� �j�o�i�n� �B���b�u�r� �b�u�t

�i�s� �q�u�i�c�k�l�y� �d�i�s�m�i�s�s�e�d� �b�y� �h�i�s� �m�e�n�.� �M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �r�e�a�l�i�z�i�n�g� �h�i�s

�d�w�i�n�d�l�i�n�g� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�,� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t�s� �t�o� �n�e�g�o�t�i�a�t�e� �s�e�r�v�i�c�e� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r�.� �T�h�e

�n�e�g�o�t�i�a�t�i�o�n�s� �y�i�e�l�d� �a� �p�a�c�t� �f�o�r� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h� �t�o� �r�e�t�a�i�n� �s�o�m�e� �o�f� �h�i�s� �w�e�a�l�t�h� �i�n

exchange for safe passage, and his followers begin to defect en masse.

�A�s� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �m�a�r�c�h� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �K�a�b�u�l�,� �h�e� �n�o�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �i�m�m�e�n�s�e� �s�h�i�f�t� �i�n

�p�o�w�e�r� �d�y�n�a�m�i�c�s�.� �W�h�a�t� �w�e�r�e� �o�n�c�e� �s�u�b�s�t�a�n�t�i�a�l� �a�r�m�i�e�s� �u�n�d�e�r� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h

�d�i�s�s�o�l�v�e� �a�s� �h�i�s� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�e�r�s� �s�e�e�k� �r�e�f�u�g�e� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r� �i�n�s�t�e�a�d�.� �T�h�i�s� �d�r�a�m�a�t�i�c

�s�h�i�f�t� �i�s� �u�n�d�e�r�s�c�o�r�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�e� �f�e�e�b�l�e� �f�i�n�a�l� �m�e�e�t�i�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�,� �w�h�o�,

stripped of authority, admits his followers’ betrayals and failings.

Campaign Against Kabul (1525)

�A�f�t�e�r� �a� �s�e�r�i�e�s� �o�f� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t�a�t�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �t�a�c�t�i�c�a�l� �d�e�c�i�s�i�o�n�s�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �f�i�n�a�l�l�y
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arrive at Kabul. They successfully aid in establishing order, although

�i�n�t�e�r�n�a�l� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�s� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�a�l�l�y� �p�o�s�e� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s�.� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z��� �a�n�d� �B���q�+

�C�h�a�g�h���n�+���n�+� �l�e�a�d� �a�s�s�a�u�l�t�s� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �K�a�b�u�l�'�s� �d�e�f�e�n�s�e�s�,� �r�e�s�u�l�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �a�n� �e�v�e�n�t�u�a�l

�c�a�p�i�t�u�l�a�t�i�o�n� �w�i�t�h�o�u�t� �h�e�a�v�y� �c�o�m�b�a�t�.� �B���b�u�r� �e�n�t�e�r�s� �K�a�b�u�l� �w�i�t�h� �l�i�t�t�l�e� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�,

claiming the territory as his own and establishing a semblance of governance

amidst the chaos.

�T�h�e� �K�a�b�u�l� �r�e�g�i�o�n� �p�r�o�v�e�s� �f�r�u�i�t�f�u�l�,� �a�n�d� �a�s� �h�e� �s�u�r�v�e�y�s� �i�t�s� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r

reflects on its strategic importance. He meticulously describes its geography,

climate, and diverse populations—key factors that solidify Kabul's

significance in his empire.

�A�f�t�e�r� �s�e�c�u�r�i�n�g� �K�a�b�u�l�,� �B���b�u�r� �b�e�g�i�n�s� �d�i�s�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�n�g� �l�a�n�d�s� �a�m�o�n�g� �h�i�s� �l�o�y�a�l

�f�o�l�l�o�w�e�r�s� �a�n�d� �M�+�r�z���s�.� �T�h�i�s� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �u�n�d�e�r�l�y�i�n�g� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�s� �a�t� �p�l�a�y�,

showcasing a preference for newcomers and allies over those who had been

traditionally connected to his lineage, a move that generates resentment

among veterans.

Struggles in the Region (1505)

�I�n� �t�h�e� �a�f�t�e�r�m�a�t�h� �o�f� �g�a�i�n�i�n�g� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �o�v�e�r� �K�a�b�u�l�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�s� �l�o�g�i�s�t�i�c�a�l

challenges stemming from the influx of various clans. An excessive levy on

grain due to overcrowding strains Kabul’s resources. Tensions remain high,
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�a�n�d� �s�k�i�r�m�i�s�h�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �H�a�z���r�a� �t�r�i�b�e�s� �e�s�c�a�l�a�t�e�.

�D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �h�a�r�d�s�h�i�p�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�i�l�y� �e�n�g�a�g�e�s� �t�h�e� �H�a�z���r�a� �t�r�i�b�e�s� �w�h�o� �r�e�s�i�s�t

�c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�o�n�s�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�.� �A�s� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�e�k�s� �t�o� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�y� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l�,

attempts are made to unify the disparate groups, although mishaps and poor

leadership by commanders create strife among troops.

�A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e�s�e� �c�o�m�p�l�i�c�a�t�i�o�n�s�,� �n�e�w�s� �c�o�m�e�s� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�a�d�a�k�h�s�h���n� �s�i�t�u�a�t�i�o�n�,

�w�h�e�r�e� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �r�i�s�e�.� �I�n� �t�h�i�s� �c�o�n�t�e�x�t�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s

movements among the regions become increasingly pivotal, requiring adept

navigation of both political and military landscapes.

Final Conquest and Consolidation of Power

�E�v�e�n�t�s� �t�a�k�e� �a� �d�e�c�i�s�i�v�e� �t�u�r�n� �w�h�e�n� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h� �f�a�c�e�s� �u�n�i�v�e�r�s�a�l� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l� �a�f�t�e�r

�h�i�s� �m�e�n� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t� �i�n�t�o� �K�h�u�r���s���n�.� �S�t�r�i�p�p�e�d� �o�f� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t� �a�n�d� �f�o�r�c�e�d� �t�o� �f�l�e�e�,� �h�e

�u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �m�e�e�t�s� �h�i�s� �e�n�d� �a�t� �t�h�e� �h�a�n�d�s� �o�f� �f�o�r�m�e�r� �r�e�t�a�i�n�e�r�s�.� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �m�e�n� �g�a�i�n

confidence and loyalty, indicating a heartening shift away from divisions

�t�o�w�a�r�d� �a� �m�o�r�e� �u�n�i�f�i�e�d� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d� �u�n�d�e�r� �B���b�u�r�.

�A�s� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h�e�s�,� �t�h�e� �b�u�r�g�e�o�n�i�n�g� �p�o�w�e�r� �o�f� �B���b�u�r� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�i�e�s� �a�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e

volatile climate of Central Asia. His careful orchestration of alliances,

strategic military campaigns, and territorial consolidation in Kabul position
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him favorably for future endeavors, setting the stage for subsequent

expansions into Hindustan.

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e�s�e� �c�h�r�o�n�i�c�l�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �e�m�e�r�g�e�s� �a�s� �a� �t�e�s�t�a�m�e�n�t� �t�o

dynamic leadership during turbulent times, laden with personal introspection

and a profound understanding of governance and power dynamics essential

for any ruler's success.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of compassion in leadership

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in a position of leadership

where the pressure to make pragmatic decisions weighs heavily on

your shoulders. In order to achieve success and keep your team united,

�t�h�i�n�k� �a�b�o�u�t� �B���b�u�r�,� �w�h�o�,� �d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �f�a�c�i�n�g� �a�d�v�i�c�e� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �d�u�a�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p�,

chose to maintain his bond with a relative, distinguishing himself not

just as a ruler, but as a compassionate leader. This decision, though

risky, served as a reminder that compassion can foster loyalty and trust

among your followers. As you navigate your own challenges,

remember that choosing empathy—even when it seems easier to

prioritize efficiency—can forge stronger alliances and enrich your

leadership journey, ultimately guiding you to personal and collective

victories.
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Chapter 12: 911 AH—June 4th 1505 to May 24th 1506
AD

### Summary of Selected Chapters

Chapter 911 AH - June 4th, 1505 to May 24th, 1506

�a�.� �D�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �Q�k�t�l�k�q�-�n�i�g���r� �K�h���n�+�m�:  

�I�n� �t�h�e� �m�o�n�t�h� �o�f� �M�u�%�a�r�r�a�m�,� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �r�e�c�o�u�n�t�s� �t�h�e� �t�r�a�g�i�c� �i�l�l�n�e�s�s� �a�n�d

�e�v�e�n�t�u�a�l� �d�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �h�i�s� �m�o�t�h�e�r�,� �Q�k�t�l�k�q�-�n�i�g���r� �K�h���n�+�m�,� �a�f�t�e�r� �a� �f�a�i�l�e�d� �m�e�d�i�c�a�l

�t�r�e�a�t�m�e�n�t�.� �F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �h�e�r� �d�e�a�t�h�,� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �a�n�d� �Q���s�i�m� �K�k�k�k�l�d���s�h� �b�u�r�i�e�d� �h�e�r

in the New-year's Garden, where they mourned alongside other family

�m�e�m�b�e�r�s� �w�h�o� �h�a�d� �r�e�c�e�n�t�l�y� �p�a�s�s�e�d�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r�'�s� �y�o�u�n�g�e�r� �K�h���n

�d���d���,� �A�l�a�c�h�a� �K�h���n�,� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �g�r�a�n�d�m�o�t�h�e�r�.

�b�.� �A� �F�u�t�i�l�e� �S�t�a�r�t� �f�o�r� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  

After fulfilling mourning obligations, the author prepared an army to march

�t�o�w�a�r�d� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �u�r�g�e�d� �o�n� �b�y� �B���q�+� �C�h�a�g�h���n�+���n�+�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �a�n

unexpected illness struck the author, leading to a brief delay in their

campaign.
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c. An Earthquake:  

During this interim, a devastating earthquake struck, causing widespread

�d�e�s�t�r�u�c�t�i�o�n� �a�c�r�o�s�s� �t�o�w�n�s� �a�n�d� �v�i�l�l�a�g�e�s�,� �p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �i�n� �P�a�g�h�m���n�,� �r�e�s�u�l�t�i�n�g� �i�n

numerous casualties. The author describes vivid scenes of chaos, such as

intense ground upheaval and structural collapse, with soldiers and citizens

alike affected by the catastrophe.

�d�.� �C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �A�g�a�i�n�s�t� �Q�a�l���t�-�i�-�g�h�i�l�z���+�:  

Despite setbacks, the campaign resumed, and decisions were made to attack

�Q�a�l���t�.� �T�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �n�a�r�r�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �f�o�r�t� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �i�n�t�e�n�s�e� �f�i�g�h�t�i�n�g�,

where several warriors displayed remarkable bravery, yet some met their

demise. The author's inclination toward leniency prompted a merciful

treatment of the captured, recognizing the political repercussions during

fragile alliances.

�e�.� �D�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �B���q�+� �C�h�a�g�h���n�+���n�+�:  

�B���q�+�,� �o�n�c�e� �a� �t�r�u�s�t�e�d� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�,� �h�a�d� �s�h�o�w�n� �d�i�s�l�o�y�a�l�t�y� �a�n�d� �m�i�s�c�o�n�d�u�c�t�,

leading to his eventual dismissal. After departing, he fell victim to ambush

and was killed along with his entourage. The author reflects on the

�r�e�p�e�r�c�u�s�s�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �B���q�+�’�s� �p�a�s�t� �a�c�t�i�o�n�s�,� �s�u�g�g�e�s�t�i�n�g� �t�h�a�t� �f�a�t�e� �o�f�t�e�n� �p�u�n�i�s�h�e�s
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those who betray their loyalties.

�f�.� �A�t�t�a�c�k� �o�n� �t�h�e� �T�u�r�k�m���n� �H�a�z���r�a�s�:  

Throughout the winter, the author remained vigilant against incursions from

�t�h�e� �T�u�r�k�m���n� �H�a�z���r�a�s�,� �w�h�o� �h�a�d� �e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �i�n� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �a�c�t�s� �o�f� �d�e�f�i�a�n�c�e�.� �A�n

expedition was launched against them, resulting in fierce combat wherein

�t�h�e� �H�a�z���r�a�s� �f�o�r�t�i�f�i�e�d� �t�h�e�i�r� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n�s� �b�u�t� �w�e�r�e� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �o�v�e�r�m�a�t�c�h�e�d�.� �T�r�a�g�i�c

losses, such as that of a commander, are lamented but are overshadowed by

the expeditions that yielded significant gains in livestock and strategic

advantage.

�g�.� �C�o�l�l�e�c�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �t�h�e� �N�i�j�r�-�a�k� �T�r�i�b�u�t�e�:  

�R�e�t�u�r�n�i�n�g� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �H�a�z���r�a� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�,� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �t�o� �c�o�l�l�e�c�t� �t�h�e

�N�i�j�r�-�a�k� �t�r�i�b�u�t�e�,� �e�n�c�o�u�n�t�e�r�i�n�g� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �d�u�e� �t�o� �i�l�l� �h�e�a�l�t�h�.� �A�m�i�d� �p�h�y�s�i�c�a�l

suffering, military operations resumed against obstinate local leaders,

demonstrating resilience in the face of personal afflictions.

�h�.� �M�i�s�c�o�n�d�u�c�t� �o�f� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z���:  

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �r�e�v�e�a�l�s� �r�i�s�i�n�g� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �w�i�t�h� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z���,� �w�h�o� �d�i�s�p�l�a�y�e�d

signs of insubordination. The relationship deteriorated to the point where

�J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �a�b�a�n�d�o�n�e�d� �h�i�s� �p�o�s�t�,� �j�o�i�n�i�n�g� �f�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �o�p�p�o�s�e�d� �t�o� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r�.� �H�i�s
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actions were largely viewed as unfounded rebellion, motivated by

misunderstandings rather than justified grievances.

�i�.� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���’�s� �C�a�l�l� �t�o� �A�r�m�s�:  

�M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �s�u�m�m�o�n�e�d� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �a�l�l�i�e�s� �t�o� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e

�a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �r�i�s�i�n�g� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�,� �u�r�g�i�n�g� �u�n�i�t�y� �a�m�i�d�s�t� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�i�n�g

regional instability. The narrative conveys a sense of obligation and urgency

to support the central leadership.

�j�.� �C�h�+�n� �b�u�f�+�'�s� �D�e�a�t�h�:  

The chapter illustrates the hardships faced during the protracted siege of

�K�h�w���r�i�z�m�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�h�e� �v�a�l�i�a�n�t� �C�h�+�n� �b�u�f�+� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �f�e�l�l� �t�o� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l� �i�n� �a

moment of crisis. His bravery against overwhelming odds is celebrated, but

the tragic outcome signifies the fragility of loyalty amid treachery.

�k�.� �D�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �S�u�l���n� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���:  

�T�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �e�n�d�s� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �d�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���,� �a� �p�i�v�o�t�a�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r� �w�h�o�s�e

passing signified a turning point as his sons were thrust into political

turmoil. 

�S�U�L���N� �$�U�S�A�I�N� �M�*�R�Z��� �A�N�D� �H�I�S� �C�O�U�R�T�:
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a. His Birth and Descent:  

�S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z��� �i�s� �i�n�t�r�o�d�u�c�e�d�,� �s�t�e�m�m�i�n�g� �f�r�o�m� �a� �r�o�y�a�l� �l�i�n�e�a�g�e� �t�r�a�c�i�n�g� �b�a�c�k

�t�o� �T�+�m�k�r�.� �H�i�s� �b�a�c�k�g�r�o�u�n�d� �i�s� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �i�n� �u�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l

dynamics of the era as he seeks to maintain power and sovereignty amidst

ongoing conflicts. 

b. His Appearance and Habits:  

The chapter details the distinctive physical traits and mannerisms of Sl.

�$�u�s�a�i�n�,� �p�r�o�v�i�d�i�n�g� �i�n�s�i�g�h�t� �i�n�t�o� �h�i�s� �c�h�a�r�a�c�t�e�r�.� �H�i�s� �i�n�c�l�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �t�o�w�a�r�d� �h�e�d�o�n�i�s�m

contrasts starkly with the burdens of leadership and civil duty.

c. His Wars and Encounters:  

�S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n�’�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�s� �a�r�e� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�e�d� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �e�n�c�o�u�n�t�e�r�s�,

illustrating his prowess in battle as well as the pitfalls of hubris, noting both

victorious campaigns and periods of strategic withdrawal.

d. His Countries:  

�T�h�e� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�i�e�s� �u�n�d�e�r� �h�i�s� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �c�l�i�m�a�t�e� �o�f� �K�h�u�r���s���n�,� �w�h�e�r�e
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luxury and complacency led to a decline in military discipline, are explored.

His realm, once thriving, now faced internal decay owing to the indulgent

lifestyles of its leaders.

e. His Children:  

�S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n�'�s� �o�f�f�s�p�r�i�n�g�,� �t�h�e�i�r� �a�b�i�l�i�t�i�e�s�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�i�r� �m�i�s�f�o�r�t�u�n�e�s� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�e� �t�h�e

familial dynamics that often impact political alliances. His favoritism

towards certain sons bred resentment among others, instigating future

conflicts.

f. His Wives and Concubines:  

�A� �d�e�t�a�i�l�e�d� �e�x�a�m�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n�’�s� �r�e�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�h�i�p�s� �w�i�t�h� �h�i�s� �w�i�v�e�s� �a�n�d

concubines provides insight into court politics and gender dynamics.

Personal strife often mirrored public unrest, complicating the political

landscape.

�g�.� �H�i�s� �A�m�+�r�s�:  

The trusted advisors and commanders who shaped his reign are introduced,

emphasizing the intertwined fates of leaders and their followers. Each

�a�m�+�r�s�’� �c�h�a�r�a�c�t�e�r�,� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h�s�,� �a�n�d� �w�e�a�k�n�e�s�s�e�s� �c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�e�d� �t�o� �b�o�t�h� �v�i�c�t�o�r�i�e�s

and defeats.
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h. His Chief Justices:  

The role of legal advisors and the judicial systems reflects the governance

�c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �f�a�c�e�d�,� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�n�g� �a� �c�o�m�p�l�e�x� �b�a�l�a�n�c�e� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n� �a�u�t�h�o�r�i�t�y

and law.

�i�.� �H�i�s� �W�a�z�+�r�s�:  

�T�h�e� �f�i�n�a�n�c�i�a�l� �a�d�m�i�n�i�s�t�r�a�t�i�v�e� �s�t�r�u�c�t�u�r�e�s� �u�n�d�e�r� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �a�r�e� �e�x�p�l�o�r�e�d�,

revealing systemic shortcomings that ultimately diminished state stability, as

various factions jockeyed for influence over the treasury.

j. Others of the Court:  

The prominent scholars, poets, and intellectuals of the court are chronicled,

painting a picture of a vibrant cultural environment that thrived even as

political structures faltered.

k. The Poets:  

The poetic landscape highlights the artistic achievements of the era,

�s�h�o�w�c�a�s�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �t�a�l�e�n�t�s� �t�h�a�t� �f�l�o�u�r�i�s�h�e�d� �i�n� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n�’�s� �c�o�u�r�t� �d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �t�h�e

overarching political chaos.
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l. Artists:  

Lastly, the chapter touches on accomplished artisans in music and literature,

illustrating the rich cultural fabric of the time.

m. Historical Narrative Resumed:  

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �s�h�i�f�t�s� �b�a�c�k� �t�o� �t�h�e� �e�v�e�n�t�s� �f�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���’�s� �d�e�a�t�h�,

emphasizing the ensuing chaos and struggles for power among his heirs,

�p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �B�a�d�+�‘�u�’�z�-�z�a�m���n� �M�+�r�z��� �a�n�d� �M�u�a�f�f�a�r�-�i�-�%�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���,� �a�s� �t�h�e�y

navigate rivalries and seek to solidify their claims in a turbulent

environment.

Through these interwoven narratives, the chapters vividly portray a

tumultuous period marked by personal loss, military ambition, and the

precarious balance of power and loyalty among the ruling elite, setting the

stage for ongoing strife in the region.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 912 AH—May 24th1506 to May
13th 1507 AD

### Summary of Chapters

912 AH—MAY 24TH 1506 TO MAY 13TH 1507 AD

a. �B���b�u�r� �J�o�i�n�s� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���: 

�I�n� �M�u�%�a�r�r�a�m�,� �B���b�u�r� �s�e�t�s� �o�u�t� �w�i�t�h� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �f�r�o�m� �K���b�u�l� �t�o� �a�s�s�i�s�t� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n

�M�+�r�z��� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g�s�,� �f�e�a�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �o�f� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z��� �m�i�g�h�t

incite conflict. They traverse various mountain passes and valleys, sending

�m�e�s�s�e�n�g�e�r�s� �t�o� �i�n�f�o�r�m� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n� �o�f� �t�h�e�i�r� �d�e�p�a�r�t�u�r�e�.

b. �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�'�s� �C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�: 

�M�e�a�n�w�h�i�l�e�,� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �l�a�y�s� �s�i�e�g�e� �t�o� �B�a�l�k�h� �a�n�d� �s�e�n�d�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �t�o

�B�a�d�a�k�h�s�h���n�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �g�r�i�e�v�a�n�c�e�s�,� �l�o�c�a�l� �r�u�l�e�r�s� �M�u�b���r�a�k� �S�h���h� �a�n�d

Zubair unite to resist the advances. They achieve victory against the

�A�k�z�b�e�g�s�,� �w�i�t�h� �h�e�a�v�y� �l�o�s�s�e�s� �o�n� �t�h�e� �e�n�e�m�y�'�s� �s�i�d�e�.

c. �B���b�u�r� �M�o�v�e�s� �t�o� �K�h�u�r���s���n�: 
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�B���b�u�r�'�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�s�,� �e�v�e�n� �a�f�t�e�r� �h�e�a�r�i�n�g� �o�f� �S�l�.� �$�u�s�a�i�n�'�s� �d�e�a�t�h�,

�m�o�t�i�v�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�e� �n�e�e�d� �t�o� �u�p�h�o�l�d� �t�h�e� �T�+�m�k�r�+�d� �l�e�g�a�c�y�.� �T�h�e�y� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l�l�y

�d�e�f�e�a�t� �a�n� �A�k�z�b�e�g� �r�a�i�d�i�n�g� �p�a�r�t�y� �i�n� �S���n� �a�n�d� �a�w�a�i�t� �n�e�w�s� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �c�l�a�n�s�,� �w�h�o

�c�h�o�o�s�e� �t�o� �j�o�i�n� �B���b�u�r� �o�v�e�r� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r� �M�+�r�z���.

d. �C�o�a�l�i�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �K�h�u�r���s���n� �M�+�r�z���s�: 

�I�n� �B���d�g�h�+�s�,� �t�h�e� �K�h�u�r���s���n� �M�+�r�z���s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �B�a�d�+�‘�u�’�z�-�z�a�m���n� �M�+�r�z��� �a�n�d

�M�u�a�f�f�a�r�-�i�-�%�u�s�a�i�n� �M�+�r�z���,� �b�a�n�d� �t�o�g�e�t�h�e�r� �t�o� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�.� �W�h�i�l�e

�s�o�m�e� �M�+�r�z���s� �f�a�i�l� �t�o� �j�o�i�n� �d�u�e� �t�o� �j�e�a�l�o�u�s�y� �o�r� �c�o�w�a�r�d�i�c�e�,� �t�h�e�y� �c�o�l�l�e�c�t�i�v�e�l�y

muster forces against their common enemy.

e. �B���b�u�r� �M�e�e�t�s� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�: 

�B���b�u�r� �m�e�e�t�s� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s� �a�n�d� �e�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e�s� �a� �d�i�f�f�i�c�u�l�t� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l� �e�n�c�o�u�n�t�e�r� �m�a�r�k�e�d

by delays and social awkwardness. Despite a traditional greeting, some

�M�+�r�z���s� �d�e�m�o�n�s�t�r�a�t�e� �a� �l�a�c�k� �o�f� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �t�o� �a�s�s�e�r�t� �h�i�s� �r�i�g�h�t�f�u�l

place in their hierarchy.

f. Claiming Respect: 

�B���b�u�r� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�s� �t�h�a�t� �h�i�s� �r�a�n�k� �a�n�d� �a�c�h�i�e�v�e�m�e�n�t�s� �w�a�r�r�a�n�t� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t� �d�u�e� �t�o� �h�i�s

�c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�o�n�s� �t�o� �t�h�e� �T�+�m�k�r�+�d� �s�o�c�i�e�t�y�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �a� �m�o�r�e� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t�f�u�l
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�a�c�k�n�o�w�l�e�d�g�m�e�n�t� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�.

g. Refusing Wine: 

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �w�i�n�e� �p�a�r�t�i�e�s� �a�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�b�s�t�a�i�n�s� �f�r�o�m� �d�r�i�n�k�i�n�g�,

showcasing temperance amidst cultural pressure. Despite his intentions, he

grapples with curiosity about indulging in wine.

h. �O�b�s�e�r�v�a�t�i�o�n�s� �o�n� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�: 

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �t�i�m�e� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�,� �B���b�u�r� �n�o�t�e�s� �t�h�e�i�r� �l�a�c�k� �o�f� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �p�r�o�w�e�s�s

and strategic awareness, despite their amiable nature in social settings.

i. Planning for Winter: 

As winter approaches, tensions arise regarding where to winter. With

�t�u�r�b�u�l�e�n�t� �c�o�n�d�i�t�i�o�n�s� �i�n� �K���b�u�l�,� �B���b�u�r� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �a�g�r�e�e�s� �t�o� �s�t�a�y� �i�n� �K�h�u�r���s���n

�a�f�t�e�r� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y� �r�e�s�i�s�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�s�s�u�r�e� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�.

j. �V�i�s�i�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �B�e�g�+�m�s� �i�n� �H�e�r�+�: 

�B���b�u�r� �v�i�s�i�t�s� �h�i�s� �a�u�n�t�s� �i�n� �H�e�r�+�,� �r�e�c�e�i�v�i�n�g� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t� �a�n�d� �h�o�s�p�i�t�a�l�i�t�y�.� �T�h�i�s

becomes a pivotal moment in solidifying family connections amid political

unrest.
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k. �M�+�r�z���s�’� �E�n�t�e�r�t�a�i�n�m�e�n�t�s�: 

�B���b�u�r� �p�a�r�t�a�k�e�s� �i�n� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �s�o�c�i�a�l� �g�a�t�h�e�r�i�n�g�s� �a�n�d� �w�i�n�e� �p�a�r�t�i�e�s�,� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�i�n�g� �o�n

�t�h�e� �c�u�s�t�o�m�s� �a�n�d� �f�r�i�e�n�d�s�h�i�p�s� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z��� �c�i�r�c�l�e�,� �w�h�i�l�e� �b�a�l�a�n�c�i�n�g� �h�i�s

abstinence.

l. �E�x�p�l�o�r�i�n�g� �H�e�r�+�: 

�B���b�u�r� �t�a�k�e�s� �t�i�m�e� �t�o� �a�d�m�i�r�e� �t�h�e� �b�e�a�u�t�y� �a�n�d� �s�p�l�e�n�d�o�r� �o�f� �H�e�r�+�,� �v�i�s�i�t�i�n�g

numerous significant sites, which contribute to his understanding of the

region’s cultural heritage.

m. Marriage Proposal: 

�B���b�u�r� �b�e�c�o�m�e�s� �i�n�f�a�t�u�a�t�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �M�a�‘�c�k�m�a�-�S�u�l���n� �B�e�g�+�m�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g� �f�a�m�i�l�y

discussions about marriage.

n. �L�e�a�v�i�n�g� �K�h�u�r���s���n�: 

�F�a�c�i�n�g� �a� �l�a�c�k� �o�f� �p�r�o�p�e�r� �w�i�n�t�e�r� �a�c�c�o�m�m�o�d�a�t�i�o�n�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s

�r�e�l�u�c�t�a�n�t�l�y� �l�e�a�v�e� �H�e�r�+�,� �s�e�t�t�i�n�g� �o�u�t� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �B���d�g�h�+�s� �w�i�t�h� �p�l�a�n�s� �t�o� �r�e�g�r�o�u�p

later.
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o. Perilous Mountain Journey: 

�B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �m�e�n� �e�n�d�u�r�e� �a� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�i�n�g� �t�r�e�k� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �d�e�e�p� �s�n�o�w� �w�h�i�l�e

navigating treacherous mountain paths, demonstrating resilience as they face

adverse conditions.

p. �R�a�i�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �H�a�z���r�a�s�: 

�B���b�u�r� �l�e�a�d�s� �a� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l� �r�a�i�d� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �T�u�r�k�m���n� �H�a�z���r�a�s�,� �c�a�p�t�u�r�i�n�g� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s

and spoils, despite losing some manpower through disloyalty and reluctance

of others during skirmishes.

q. �D�i�s�l�o�y�a�l�t�y� �i�n� �K���b�u�l�: 

�N�e�w�s� �o�f� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l� �s�u�r�f�a�c�e�s� �a�s� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t� �M�+�r�z��� �K�h���n�’�s� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n

�i�n� �K���b�u�l�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �a� �s�i�e�g�e� �t�h�a�t� �i�n�c�i�t�e�s� �c�h�a�o�s� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �r�e�t�u�r�n�s� �t�o� �a�d�d�r�e�s�s� �t�h�e

situation.

r. �F�i�n�a�l�i�z�i�n�g� �P�l�a�n�s� �i�n� �K���b�u�l�: 

�B���b�u�r� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�z�e�s� �a�n� �a�t�t�a�c�k� �w�i�t�h� �l�o�c�a�l� �b�e�g�s� �t�o� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t� �t�h�e� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n� �a�n�d

rallies his troops, moving swiftly to catch the disloyal forces off guard.

s. Dealings with Disloyalty: 
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�B���b�u�r� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e�s� �r�e�b�e�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s� �b�u�t� �s�h�o�w�s� �m�e�r�c�y� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �f�o�r�m�e�r� �a�l�l�i�e�s� �d�u�e� �t�o

familial ties, ultimately managing discussions with those involved in the

treason.

t. �E�x�c�u�r�s�i�o�n� �t�o� �K�o�h�-�d���m�a�n�: 

�A�f�t�e�r� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�y�i�n�g� �p�o�w�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �e�m�b�a�r�k�s� �o�n� �a� �s�c�e�n�i�c� �e�x�c�u�r�s�i�o�n�,� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�i�n�g� �o�n

the beauty of the land and its significance to him.

u. �N���c�i�r� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �D�o�w�n�f�a�l�l�: 

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �c�o�n�c�l�u�d�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �N���c�i�r� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �t�o� �K���b�u�l� �i�n� �s�h�a�m�e� �a�f�t�e�r� �a

failed campaign, highlighting the unpredictable fortunes of power and the

divine governance underlying their trials.

�I�n� �s�u�m�m�a�r�y�,� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�s� �d�e�p�i�c�t� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t�s�,

social interactions with family and fellow rulers, and his internal struggles

with the cultural nuances of leadership and loyalty. This period reflects the

dynamic political landscape and the personal affiliations that influenced

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�o�w�a�r�d� �e�s�t�a�b�l�i�s�h�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �r�u�l�e�.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Claiming Respect

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in a room filled with

individuals who vie for power and recognition, yet you remain

�s�t�e�a�d�f�a�s�t� �i�n� �y�o�u�r� �s�e�l�f�-�a�s�s�u�r�e�d�n�e�s�s�.� �I�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y�,� �h�e� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�s

the importance of asserting one's worth and achievements, reminding

us that self-respect and confidence are not merely options but

necessities in life. By recognizing the value you bring to the table, you

�i�n�s�p�i�r�e� �o�t�h�e�r�s� �t�o� �a�c�k�n�o�w�l�e�d�g�e� �y�o�u�r� �c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�o�n�s�,� �j�u�s�t� �a�s� �B���b�u�r

�d�e�m�a�n�d�e�d� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �M�+�r�z���s�.� �T�h�i�s� �k�e�y� �p�o�i�n�t� �e�n�c�o�u�r�a�g�e�s� �y�o�u� �t�o

own your accomplishments and navigate social complexities with

poise, illustrating that a respectful presence begins with

self-acknowledgment.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 913 AH—May 13th 1507 to May
2nd 1508 AD

�T�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�s� �c�o�v�e�r� �a� �s�e�r�i�e�s� �o�f� �e�v�e�n�t�s� �i�n� �t�h�e� �l�i�f�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�,� �d�e�t�a�i�l�i�n�g� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y

 campaigns, strategic decisions, alliances, and personal developments during

a critical period in the early 16th century. 

�A�.� �R�a�i�d� �o�n� �t�h�e� �G�h�i�l�j�+� �A�f�g�h���n�s�:  

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �b�e�g�i�n�s� �i�n� �1�5�0�7� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �i�n�t�e�n�t� �t�o� �s�u�b�d�u�e� �t�h�e� �G�h�i�l�j�+

�A�f�g�h���n�s�.� �A�f�t�e�r� �d�i�s�m�o�u�n�t�i�n�g� �a�t� �S�a�r�-�i�-�d�i�h�,� �h�e� �i�s� �i�n�f�o�r�m�e�d� �a�b�o�u�t� �a� �g�a�t�h�e�r�i�n�g� �o�f

�M�a�h�m�a�n�d�s� �n�e�a�r�b�y�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �r�e�f�u�s�e�s� �t�o� �d�i�v�e�r�t� �a�t�t�e�n�t�i�o�n� �f�r�o�m� �h�i�s

�i�n�t�e�n�d�e�d� �t�a�r�g�e�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� �G�h�i�l�j�+�,� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�c�e� �o�f� �l�o�y�a�l�t�y� �t�o� �h�i�s

people. He leads his army through a treacherous night crossing, relying on

his previous knowledge and the stars for navigation. By dawn, they reach the

�G�h�i�l�j�+�'�s� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y�,� �e�n�g�a�g�e� �i�n� �b�a�t�t�l�e�,� �a�n�d� �a�c�h�i�e�v�e� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y�,� �c�a�p�t�u�r�i�n�g� �a�n

impressive amount of sheep as spoils. The aftermath includes the tragic

death of a soldier named Dost, who is wounded during the raid.

B. A Hunting Circle:  

�I�n� �a� �s�u�b�s�e�q�u�e�n�t� �l�i�g�h�t�e�r� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �o�r�g�a�n�i�z�e�s� �a� �h�u�n�t�i�n�g� �e�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n� �i�n

�K�a�t�t�a�w���z�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �h�e� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l�l�y� �h�u�n�t�s� �d�e�e�r� �a�n�d� �w�i�l�d� �a�s�s�e�s�.� �H�i�s� �p�r�o�w�e�s�s� �a�s� �a

hunter is noted, culminating in the killing of particularly large and fat wild
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asses, demonstrating both skill and the abundance of the region's wildlife.

�C�.� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �M�o�v�e�s� �A�g�a�i�n�s�t� �K�h�u�r���s���n�:  

�E�l�s�e�w�h�e�r�e�,� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �g�a�t�h�e�r�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �i�n� �S�a�m�a�r�k�a�n�d� �t�o� �m�a�r�c�h� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t

�K�h�u�r���s���n�.� �H�i�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �i�s� �m�o�t�i�v�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �b�e�t�r�a�y�a�l�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �c�h�a�o�t�i�c

confrontations with uneven forces as rival factions splinter under pressure.

�D�.� �I�r�r�e�s�o�l�u�t�i�o�n� �A�m�o�n�g� �K�h�u�r���s���n� �M�+�r�z���s�:  

�A�t� �t�h�e� �s�a�m�e� �t�i�m�e�,� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �M�+�r�z���s� �i�n� �K�h�u�r���s���n� �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e� �w�i�t�h� �i�n�d�e�c�i�s�i�o�n�,

�d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �s�o�u�n�d� �a�d�v�i�c�e� �f�r�o�m� �M�u�%�a�m�m�a�d� �B�a�r�a�n�d�k�q� �t�o� �f�o�r�t�i�f�y� �d�e�f�e�n�s�e�s�.� �T�h�e�i�r

hesitance is characterized by ego and conflicting ambitions among the

�l�e�a�d�e�r�s�,� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �d�i�s�a�r�r�a�y� �i�n� �t�h�e� �f�a�c�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g� �t�h�r�e�a�t�.

�E�.� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �T�a�k�e�s� �H�e�r�+�:  

�T�h�e� �l�e�t�h�a�r�g�y� �a�n�d� �a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n�-�s�e�e�k�i�n�g� �b�e�h�a�v�i�o�r� �o�f� �M�+�r�z���s� �r�e�s�u�l�t� �i�n� �S�h�a�i�b���q

�K�h���n� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l�l�y� �c�a�p�t�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �t�o�w�n� �o�f� �H�e�r�+�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �h�e� �s�h�o�w�s� �c�r�u�e�l�t�y

towards the displaced families of rulers and secures power through deceit.

�F�.� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �i�n� �H�e�r�+�:  

�F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �c�o�n�q�u�e�s�t�,� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�'�s� �r�u�l�e� �i�s� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �b�y� �o�p�p�r�e�s�s�i�o�n�,
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marrying into local authority and performing acts that draw derision, like

reciting crude poetry publicly, reflecting a vain grasp for legitimacy.

�G�.� �D�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �T�w�o� �M�+�r�z���s�:  

�B���b�u�r� �l�e�a�r�n�s� �o�f� �t�h�e� �t�r�a�g�i�c� �e�x�e�c�u�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �M�+�r�z��� �b�r�o�t�h�e�r�s�,� �A�b�k�’�l�-�m�u�%�s�i�n� �a�n�d

�K�k�p�u�k�,� �w�h�o� �s�u�c�c�u�m�b� �t�o� �S�h�a�i�b���q�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �d�u�e� �t�o� �t�h�e�i�r� �o�w�n� �f�a�l�t�e�r�i�n�g� �r�e�s�o�l�v�e�.

�H�.� �B���b�u�r� �M�a�r�c�h�e�s� �f�o�r� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  

�R�e�s�p�o�n�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �s�u�b�s�e�q�u�e�n�t� �c�r�i�s�e�s� �a�n�d� �a�l�i�g�n�i�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �A�r�g�h�k�n� �b�e�g�s�,� �B���b�u�r

�d�e�c�i�d�e�s� �t�o� �a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �h�e� �i�s� �u�r�g�e�d� �b�y� �a�l�l�i�e�s� �c�o�n�c�e�r�n�e�d� �a�b�o�u�t

�t�h�e� �e�x�p�a�n�d�i�n�g� �t�h�r�e�a�t� �f�r�o�m� �A�k�z�b�e�g� �f�o�r�c�e�s�.� 

�I�.� �I�n� �G�h�a�z�n�+� �a�n�d� �Q�a�l���t�-�i�-�g�h�i�l�z���+�:  

�O�n� �t�h�e� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �e�n�c�o�u�n�t�e�r�s� �t�r�a�d�e�r�s� �a�n�d� �c�h�o�o�s�e�s� �n�o�t� �t�o� �p�l�u�n�d�e�r� �t�h�e�m�,

showcasing his desire for honorable conduct, a characterization that

resonates with his leadership style as he continues to garner support and

resources for his campaign.

J. Further March South:  

�A�s� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �g�a�t�h�e�r�,� �h�e� �i�s� �j�o�i�n�e�d� �b�y� �M�+�r�z���s� �f�l�e�e�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�o�s�,
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indicating a consolidation of forces against the growing threats from

�S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n�.

�K�.� �B�e�h�a�v�i�o�r� �o�f� �t�h�e� �A�r�g�h�k�n� �C�h�i�e�f�s�:  

�E�f�f�o�r�t�s� �t�o� �a�l�i�g�n� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �A�r�g�h�k�n�s� �m�e�e�t� �r�e�s�i�s�t�a�n�c�e�,� �r�e�v�e�a�l�i�n�g� �r�i�f�t�s� �a�n�d

�d�e�e�p�-�s�e�a�t�e�d� �r�i�v�a�l�r�i�e�s� �a�m�o�n�g� �l�o�c�a�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �c�o�m�p�l�i�c�a�t�e�s� �B���b�u�r�'�s

strategy. 

�L�.� �B�a�t�t�l�e� �o�f� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  

�S�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�e�s� �i�n� �b�a�t�t�l�e� �a�s� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �s�m�a�l�l�e�r� �f�o�r�c�e� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t�s

�t�h�e� �A�r�g�h�k�n�s� �d�e�c�i�s�i�v�e�l�y�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �b�e�i�n�g� �o�v�e�r�w�h�e�l�m�e�d� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s

organization and tactics lead to a successful outcome, driving the enemy to

flee.

�M�.� �B���b�u�r� �E�n�t�e�r�s� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  

�W�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�i�e�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �e�n�t�e�r�s� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �g�a�i�n�i�n�g� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �a�m�i�d�s�t

chaos and solidifying his reputation by managing the defenses and resources

efficiently.

�N�.� �S�p�o�i�l�s� �o�f� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  
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With victory comes wealth in the form of treasure, foreshadowing the deep

�r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s� �B���b�u�r� �w�i�l�l� �d�r�a�w� �u�p�o�n� �a�s� �h�e� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�i�e�s� �h�i�s� �r�u�l�e�.� 

�O�.� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �M�a�r�r�i�a�g�e� �w�i�t�h� �M�a�‘�c�u�m�a�-�S�u�l���n�:  

�A�m�i�d� �t�h�i�s� �t�u�r�b�u�l�e�n�c�e�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�r�r�a�n�g�e�s� �a� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �m�a�r�r�i�a�g�e� �w�i�t�h

�M�a�‘�c�u�m�a�-�S�u�l���n�,� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h�e�n�i�n�g� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s� �w�h�i�l�e� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �e�m�b�e�d�d�i�n�g� �h�i�m�s�e�l�f� �i�n

the socio-political fabric of the region.

�P�.� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �B�e�f�o�r�e� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  

�R�e�p�o�r�t�s� �o�f� �S�h�a�i�b���q�’�s� �s�i�e�g�e� �o�f� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r� �c�i�r�c�u�l�a�t�e�,� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�i�n�g� �p�e�r�s�i�s�t�e�n�t

tensions in the region as political maneuvering continues amongst the

�M�+�r�z���s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�i�r� �f�o�e�s�.

�Q�.� �A�l�a�r�m� �i�n� �K���b�u�l�:  

�I�n� �l�i�g�h�t� �o�f� �d�e�v�e�l�o�p�m�e�n�t�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �a�d�v�i�s�o�r�s� �d�i�s�c�u�s�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c

�r�e�l�o�c�a�t�i�o�n�s�,� �w�e�i�g�h�i�n�g� �o�p�t�i�o�n�s� �a�s� �e�x�t�e�r�n�a�l� �p�r�e�s�s�u�r�e�s� �m�o�u�n�t� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g

threat.

�R�.� �M�o�v�e�m�e�n�t�s� �o�f� �S�o�m�e� �M�+�r�z���s�:  

As areas fall and alliances shift, key personalities make decisions affecting
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leadership dynamics, with some opting to retreat to safer territories.

�S�.� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �S�e�c�o�n�d� �S�t�a�r�t� �f�o�r� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n�:  

Shifting strategic considerations lead to a new plan to venture into

�H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n�,� �a�l�t�h�o�u�g�h� �i�t� �b�e�c�o�m�e�s� �m�i�r�e�d� �i�n� �l�o�g�i�s�t�i�c�a�l� �d�i�f�f�i�c�u�l�t�i�e�s� �a�n�d� �e�x�t�e�r�n�a�l

threats.

T. A Raid for Winter Stores:  

�I�n� �s�e�a�r�c�h� �o�f� �p�r�o�v�i�s�i�o�n�s� �b�e�f�o�r�e� �w�i�n�t�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �r�a�i�d� �l�o�c�a�l� �r�i�c�e� �f�i�e�l�d�s�,

acquiring supplies crucial for sustaining his army amidst ongoing regional

instability. 

�U�.� �M�a�r�r�i�a�g�e� �o�f� �M�u�q�+�m�’�s� �D�a�u�g�h�t�e�r�:  

A marriage alliance adds a layer to the alliances and political landscape,

establishing connections even amid hostilities.

�V�.� �A�b�a�n�d�o�n�m�e�n�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n� �P�r�o�j�e�c�t�:  

�P�r�a�c�t�i�c�a�l�i�t�y� �l�e�a�d�s� �B���b�u�r� �t�o� �r�e�t�h�i�n�k� �t�h�e� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �i�n�t�o� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n�,� �s�i�g�n�a�l�i�n�g� �a�n

adaptable approach to leadership. 
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�W�.� �S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h���n� �R�e�t�i�r�e�s� �f�r�o�m� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:  

�S�h�a�i�b���q� �K�h�a�n�'�s� �i�n�a�b�i�l�i�t�y� �t�o� �s�e�c�u�r�e� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r� �l�e�a�d�s� �t�o� �h�i�s� �w�i�t�h�d�r�a�w�a�l�,

�h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �a�c�u�m�e�n� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �t�e�n�s�e� �s�t�a�n�d�o�f�f�s�.

�X�.� �B���b�u�r� �R�e�t�u�r�n�s� �t�o� �K���b�u�l�:  

�A�m�i�d� �w�i�n�t�e�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t�s� �t�o� �K���b�u�l�,� �a�d�j�u�s�t�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �p�l�a�n�s� �w�h�i�l�e� �e�n�s�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e

safety of his forces and establishing his authority further in the region.

�Y�.� �B���b�u�r� �S�t�y�l�e�s� �H�i�m�s�e�l�f� �P���d�s�h���h�:  

�I�n� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �s�h�i�f�t�,� �B���b�u�r� �c�l�a�i�m�s� �t�h�e� �t�i�t�l�e� �o�f� �P���d�s�h���h�,� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�i�n�g� �h�i�s

ambition and the consolidation of power.

�Z�.� �B�i�r�t�h� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �F�i�r�s�t� �S�o�n�:  

�T�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �c�l�o�s�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �c�e�l�e�b�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �t�h�e� �b�i�r�t�h� �o�f� �h�i�s� �s�o�n�,� �H�u�m���y�k�n�,

marking a personal and familial milestone that carries the potential for future

legacy amidst the political tumult. 

Through these interconnected events, the chapters illustrate the complexities

�o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�s�,� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �m�a�n�e�u�v�e�r�s�,� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s�,

struggles against betrayal, and his aspirations for a unified kingdom, all
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against the backdrop of early 16th-century dynamics.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 914 AH—May 2nd 1508 to April
21st 1509 AD 221

### Summary of Events from May 2nd, 1508 to April 21st, 1509

In the spring of 1508, a conflict erupted as a group of Mahmand Afghans

was defeated near Muqur. Meanwhile, tensions escalated within the Mughal

�c�a�m�p� �d�u�e� �t�o� �a� �b�r�e�w�i�n�g� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n� �a�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�,� �a� �t�r�i�b�a�l� �c�o�n�f�e�d�e�r�a�t�i�o�n

known for their warrior culture.

�S�h�o�r�t�l�y� �a�f�t�e�r� �a� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �r�a�i�d�,� �s�e�v�e�r�a�l� �k�e�y� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �Q�k�j� �B�e�g�,

�F�a�q�+�r�-�i�-�‘�A�l�+�,� �K�a�r�+�m�-�d���d�,� �a�n�d� �B���b��� �C�h�u�h�r�a�,� �c�o�n�t�e�m�p�l�a�t�e�d� �d�e�s�e�r�t�i�o�n� �f�r�o�m

the Mughal forces. Their intentions were discovered, and in light of previous

�d�i�s�c�o�n�t�e�n�t� �a�n�d� �i�n�s�u�b�o�r�d�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �r�e�p�o�r�t�e�d� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �r�e�i�g�n� �o�f� �J�a�h���n�g�+�r�,� �t�h�e

monarch ordered their execution in a public display. However, following an

�u�r�g�e�n�t� �p�l�e�a� �f�r�o�m� �Q���s�i�m� �B�e�g�,� �a� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t�e�d� �l�e�a�d�e�r� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�a�l

community, the death sentence was commuted to imprisonment.

�T�h�e� �u�n�r�e�s�t� �w�a�s� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �e�x�a�c�e�r�b�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�s�e�n�c�e� �o�f� �K�h�u�s�r�a�u� �S�h���h�’�s

�r�e�t�a�i�n�e�r�s� �f�r�o�m� �$�i�c���r� �a�n�d� �Q�k�n�d�k�z�,� �a�l�o�n�g�s�i�d�e� �d�i�s�a�f�f�e�c�t�e�d� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �h�e�a�d�m�e�n�,

who gathered in opposition to the Mughal authorities. This assembly

�i�n�c�l�u�d�e�d� �n�o�t�a�b�l�e� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �s�u�c�h� �a�s� �C�h�i�l�m�a�,� �‘�A�l�+� �S�a�y�y�i�d�,� �a�n�d� �S�h�e�r�-�Q�u�l�+�,

signaling a unified front among discontented factions. Estimates suggest
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�t�h�e�i�r� �c�o�l�l�e�c�t�i�v�e� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h� �n�u�m�b�e�r�e�d� �s�e�v�e�r�a�l� �t�h�o�u�s�a�n�d� �c�a�p�a�b�l�e� �T�u�r�k�m���n

�w�a�r�r�i�o�r�s� �l�e�d� �b�y� �S�+�k�n�d�k�k� �a�n�d� �S�h���h� �N�a�z�a�r�.

Despite prior warnings from a local armorer regarding the rebellious

�s�e�n�t�i�m�e�n�t�s� �o�f� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�,� �t�h�e� �g�r�a�v�i�t�y� �o�f� �t�h�e� �s�i�t�u�a�t�i�o�n� �w�a�s� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y

underestimated. One evening, as night approached and the hour of prayer

�d�r�e�w� �n�e�a�r�,� �a� �s�w�i�f�t� �r�e�p�o�r�t� �f�r�o�m� �M�k�s�a� �K�h�w���j�a� �c�o�n�f�i�r�m�e�d� �t�h�e� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n� �w�a�s� �i�n

�m�o�t�i�o�n�.� �A�l�t�h�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e� �f�u�l�l� �s�c�o�p�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�k�l�s�'� �i�n�t�e�n�t�i�o�n�s� �w�a�s� �u�n�c�l�e�a�r�,� �i�t

was evident that they had not taken immediate action.

Feigning indifference to the escalating crisis, the ruler returned to his

quarters but quickly devised a plan. The episode highlighted the pervasive

discontent within the Mughal ranks, illustrating the fragility of loyalty

among the various factions and establishing a tense atmosphere as potential

conflict loomed on the horizons of the empire.
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Chapter 16: 914 to 925 AH—1508 to 1519 AD

### Translator’s Note on 914 to 925 AH (1508 to 1519 AD)

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �l�i�f�e� �f�r�o�m� �9�1�4� �A�H� �(�1�5�0�8� �A�D�)� �t�o� �9�2�5� �A�H� �(�1�5�1�9� �A�D�)

reflects significant and tumultuous events, yet there exists a notable gap in

the accounts spanning nearly eleven years. This disruption was not

�i�n�t�e�n�t�i�o�n�a�l�,� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �i�n�t�e�n�d�e�d� �t�o� �d�o�c�u�m�e�n�t� �t�h�i�s� �p�e�r�i�o�d� �f�u�l�l�y�,� �b�u�t� �b�a�r�r�i�e�r�s� �i�n

available sources have made it challenging. Prior works, such as those by

Mr. Erskine and M. de Courteille, fell short of adequately covering these

years, relying on less comprehensive historical accounts.

�K�e�y� �s�o�u�r�c�e�s� �f�o�r� �u�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �b�i�o�g�r�a�p�h�y� �i�n�c�l�u�d�e� �"�$�a�b�+�b�u�’�s�-�s�i�y�a�r�"

�b�y� �K�h�w���n�d�-�a�m�+�r�,� �a�n�d� �"�T���r�+�k�h�-�i�-�r�a�s�h�+�d�+�"� �b�y� �$�a�i�d�a�r� �M�+�r�z��� �D�k�g�k�l���t�.� �T�h�e

�l�a�t�t�e�r�,� �w�r�i�t�t�e�n� �w�i�t�h� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �i�n�s�i�g�h�t� �i�n�t�o� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�a�m�i�l�y�,� �o�f�f�e�r�s� �v�a�l�u�a�b�l�e

details about events during the gap, especially regarding the conflicts with

�t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g�s� �a�n�d� �d�e�v�e�l�o�p�m�e�n�t�s� �c�o�n�c�e�r�n�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �S�h�i�i�t�e� �a�n�d� �S�u�n�n�i� �f�a�c�t�i�o�n�s�.

The latter dynamic fueled the conflicts of this period, reflecting the religious

sectarianism that characterized much of Central Asian politics.

### Events of the Unchronicled Years

---
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914 AH (1508 AD): May 2 to April 21 — Initial Conflicts

�A� �c�r�i�t�i�c�a�l� �m�u�t�i�n�y� �i�n� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �w�a�s� �q�u�a�s�h�e�d� �w�h�e�n� �h�i�s� �l�o�y�a�l�i�s�t�s

�o�v�e�r�c�a�m�e� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t�l�y� �l�a�r�g�e�r� �r�e�b�e�l� �f�a�c�t�i�o�n�.� �D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �t�u�m�u�l�t�,� �B���b�u�r

claimed notable victories, including defeating champions of opposing sides.

By November, tranquility returned to Kabul with the arrival of his cousin,

�S�a�i�y�i�d� �K�h�a�n�,� �s�e�e�k�i�n�g� �r�e�f�u�g�e� �a�f�t�e�r� �f�l�e�e�i�n�g� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+�.

�U�n�f�o�r�t�u�n�a�t�e�l�y�,� �t�h�i�s� �y�e�a�r� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �t�r�a�g�e�d�i�e�s� �f�o�r� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�a�m�i�l�y�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �t�h�e

�a�s�s�a�s�s�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �m�a�n�y� �r�e�l�a�t�i�v�e�s� �a�t� �t�h�e� �h�a�n�d�s� �o�f� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+�.

915 AH (1509 AD): April 21 to April 11 — Rising Sectarian Tensions

�H�o�s�t�i�l�i�t�i�e�s� �i�g�n�i�t�e�d� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n� �S�h���h� �I�s�m���‘�+�l� �b�a�f�a�w�+�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�o�s�e� �o�f

�M�u�%�a�m�m�a�d� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �K�h�a�n�.� �A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�i�s� �c�h�a�o�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�o�r�m�e�d� �a� �c�r�u�c�i�a�l

�f�r�i�e�n�d�s�h�i�p� �w�i�t�h� �h�i�s� �f�u�t�u�r�e� �b�i�o�g�r�a�p�h�e�r�,� �$�a�i�d�a�r� �M�+�r�z��� �D�k�g�k�l���t�,� �w�h�o� �f�l�e�d� �t�o

Kabul after escaping assassination attempts.

916 AH (1510 AD): April 11 to March 31 — Military Campaigns and

 Alliances
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This year commenced with relative calm but soon erupted into activity after

�n�e�w�s� �o�f� �I�s�m���‘�+�l�'�s� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y� �o�v�e�r� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+� �a�t� �M�e�r�v�.� �B���b�u�r� �e�m�b�a�r�k�e�d� �o�n� �a

campaign into Transoxiana, a decisive move supported by a burgeoning

�a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e� �w�i�t�h� �l�o�c�a�l� �M�u�g�h�k�l� �t�r�i�b�e�s�m�e�n� �w�h�o� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �t�o� �r�e�c�l�a�i�m� �t�h�e�i�r� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y

�a�f�t�e�r� �t�h�e� �d�e�a�t�h� �o�f� �S�h�a�i�b���n�+�.� �T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�r�e�a�c�h�e�r�y� �a�n�d� �d�i�p�l�o�m�a�c�y�,� �B���b�u�r

solidified his standing with these tribes.

�9�1�7� �A�H� �(�1�5�1�1� �A�D�)�:� �M�a�r�c�h� �3�1� �t�o� �M�a�r�c�h� �1�9� �—� �A�t�t�e�m�p�t�s� �o�n� �$�i�c���r

�B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�d� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �a�g�a�i�n� �a�s� �h�e� �c�o�m�m�e�n�c�e�d� �a� �s�e�c�o�n�d� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t�e�d� �t�a�k�e�o�v�e�r

�o�f� �$�i�c���r�,� �f�a�c�i�n�g� �o�f�f� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �A�k�z�b�e�g� �s�u�l�t�a�n�s�.� �A�f�t�e�r� �a� �m�o�n�t�h� �o�f� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c

positioning, a fierce battle ensued, resulting in the enemy’s rout and

�e�s�t�a�b�l�i�s�h�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �i�n�f�l�u�e�n�c�e� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �t�h�e� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y�.� �P�e�r�s�i�a�n

reinforcement arrived later in the year, demonstrating the political

complexities and the delicate balances of power.

�9�1�8� �A�H� �(�1�5�1�2� �A�D�)�:� �M�a�r�c�h� �1�9� �t�o� �M�a�r�c�h� �9� �—� �A�k�z�b�e�g� �R�e�s�u�r�g�e�n�c�e

�E�m�b�o�l�d�e�n�e�d� �b�y� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �d�i�s�m�i�s�s�a�l� �o�f� �P�e�r�s�i�a�n� �f�o�r�c�e�s�,� �t�h�e� �A�k�z�b�e�g�s� �s�e�i�z�e�d� �t�h�e

�o�p�p�o�r�t�u�n�i�t�y� �t�o� �p�r�e�s�s� �t�h�e�i�r� �a�d�v�a�n�t�a�g�e�,� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �e�n�g�a�g�e�m�e�n�t� �a�t

Kul-i-malik. Here, despite throwing himself into battle with substantial

�n�u�m�b�e�r�s�,� �h�e� �s�u�f�f�e�r�e�d� �d�e�f�e�a�t�,� �r�e�s�u�l�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �a� �r�e�t�r�e�a�t� �t�o� �$�i�c���r� �a�m�i�d�s�t� �e�s�c�a�l�a�t�i�n�g
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turmoil.

919 AH (1513 AD): March 9 to February 26 — Quiet and Strategic Moves

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �y�e�a�r�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�d� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �t�r�e�a�c�h�e�r�y

from former allies. Following an ill-fated attack, he sought refuge and began

to consider a more strategic foothold in the region. Meanwhile, familial ties

began strengthening as he prepared the groundwork for future endeavors.

920 AH (1514 AD): February 26 to February 15 — Return to Kabul and

 Leadership Struggles

�I�n� �l�i�g�h�t� �o�f� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�i�n�g� �d�i�f�f�i�c�u�l�t�i�e�s� �i�n� �$�i�c���r�,� �B���b�u�r� �m�o�v�e�d� �b�a�c�k� �t�o� �K�a�b�u�l�,

where family dynamics played an essential role in shaping his leadership.

�H�i�s� �h�a�l�f�-�b�r�o�t�h�e�r�’�s� �d�e�a�t�h� �l�e�d� �t�o� �i�n�s�t�a�b�i�l�i�t�y� �i�n� �G�h�a�z�n�+�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �B���b�u�r� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �t�o

manage to secure his positions.

921 AH (1515 AD): February 15 to February 5 — Building Relations

�B���b�u�r� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�e�d� �t�h�e� �a�f�t�e�r�m�a�t�h� �o�f� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n�s� �f�l�a�r�i�n�g� �i�n� �G�h�a�z�n�+�,� �d�e�f�t�l�y

maneuvering political alliances to restore some control. The rebellions
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illustrated the underlying currents of dissatisfaction and distrust among local

�l�e�a�d�e�r�s� �a�s� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n� �s�u�r�g�e�d�.

922 AH (1516 AD): February 5 to January 24 — Family Developments

�T�h�e� �b�i�r�t�h� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �s�o�n� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �a� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �m�i�l�e�s�t�o�n�e� �a�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l

�s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�s�.� �T�h�i�s� �n�e�w� �l�i�f�e� �p�r�o�v�i�d�e�d� �a�n� �e�m�o�t�i�o�n�a�l� �a�n�c�h�o�r� �f�o�r� �B���b�u�r�,

contributing to his resolve.

923 AH (1517 AD): January 24 to January 13 — Military Engagements and

 New Alliances

�B���b�u�r� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �t�o� �c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�e� �p�o�w�e�r� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �d�e�s�i�g�n�s� �o�n� �B�a�l�k�h� �a�n�d� �c�o�n�d�u�c�t�e�d

military campaigns aimed at reinforcing his hold and countering rival

claims. Key alliances with previously adversarial figures began to form,

helping to stabilize the region.

924 AH (1518 AD): January 13 to January 3 — Strategic Alliances and

 Continued Ambitions

�F�u�r�t�h�e�r� �s�o�l�i�d�i�f�y�i�n�g� �a�l�l�e�g�i�a�n�c�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�e�d� �c�o�m�p�l�e�x� �f�a�m�i�l�i�a�l� �a�n�d
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political relationships, demonstrating a commitment to reclaiming influence

�o�v�e�r� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �a� �r�e�g�i�o�n� �f�r�a�u�g�h�t� �w�i�t�h� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l� �g�r�i�e�v�a�n�c�e�s�.

925 AH (1519 AD): The Beginning of New Chapters

�T�h�i�s� �y�e�a�r� �m�a�r�k�s� �a� �t�r�a�n�s�i�t�i�o�n� �i�n� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �e�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�s�,� �s�e�t�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �s�t�a�g�e� �f�o�r� �t�h�e

chronicles ahead. As new territories and families intertwine in the narrative,

the stage is set for escalated ambitions, rivalries, and the persistent quest for

stability in a faction-driven landscape. 

---

�O�v�e�r�a�l�l�,� �t�h�i�s� �s�u�m�m�a�r�y� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e�s� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �e�v�e�n�t�s� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �l�i�f�e� �a�n�d

their geopolitical implications during a critical decade, highlighting themes

of conflict, alliance, and the personal struggles of leadership amid the

vicissitudes of Central Asian politics.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 925 AH—Jan. 3rd to Dec. 23rd
1519 AD

In the year 925 AH (1519 AD), significant military and political events

� �u�n�f�o�l�d�e�d� �f�e�a�t�u�r�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�,� �t�h�e� �f�o�u�n�d�e�r� �o�f� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�a�l� �E�m�p�i�r�e�.� �T�h�e� �a�c�c�o�u�n�t

�b�e�g�i�n�s� �o�n� �J�a�n�u�a�r�y� �3�r�d�,� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r� �d�i�r�e�c�t�i�n�g� �a�n� �a�s�s�a�u�l�t� �o�n� �t�h�e� �f�o�r�t� �o�f� �B�a�j�a�u�r�.

An earthquake shook the region, coinciding with his plan to capture the fort.

�I�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �a�t�t�e�m�p�t�e�d� �n�e�g�o�t�i�a�t�i�o�n�,� �u�r�g�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �S�u�l���n� �o�f� �B�a�j�a�u�r� �t�o

surrender peacefully. However, this was met with defiance, prompting

�B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �t�o� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e� �f�o�r� �a� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �e�n�g�a�g�e�m�e�n�t�.� 

�A�s� �t�h�e� �s�i�e�g�e� �b�e�g�a�n�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �t�r�o�o�p�s� �u�s�e�d� �i�n�n�o�v�a�t�i�v�e� �t�e�c�h�n�i�q�u�e�s� �s�u�c�h� �a�s

mantelets and ladders, successfully breaching the fort's defenses after a

fierce battle characterized by the use of matchlocks, a relatively new weapon

for the defenders. The siege culminated in the fall of Bajaur, resulting in a

massacre of its defending forces, reportedly more than 3,000 casualties, and

�t�h�e� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �m�a�n�y� �w�o�m�e�n� �a�n�d� �c�h�i�l�d�r�e�n�.� �T�h�e� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y� �l�e�d� �t�o� �B���b�u�r

�a�p�p�o�i�n�t�i�n�g� �K�h�w���j�a� �K�a�l���n� �t�o� �g�o�v�e�r�n� �t�h�e� �n�e�w�l�y� �a�c�q�u�i�r�e�d� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y�.

�F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �c�o�n�q�u�e�s�t�,� �B���b�u�r� �c�o�n�s�i�d�e�r�e�d� �t�h�e� �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t� �w�i�t�h�i�n� �B�a�j�a�u�r�.� �H�e

planned to stabilize the region by pardoning many prisoners and allowing

�t�h�e�m� �t�o� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �h�o�m�e�,� �w�h�i�l�e� �e�x�e�c�u�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �u�n�y�i�e�l�d�i�n�g� �S�u�l���n�s�.� �H�e� �t�h�e�n

oversaw the establishment of a new military presence in the area, reinforcing

�h�i�s� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n�.� �I�n� �s�u�b�s�e�q�u�e�n�t� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �o�r�d�e�r�e�d� �r�a�i�d�s� �i�n�t�o
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neighboring regions to secure resources needed for his army. 

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �s�h�i�f�t�s� �t�o� �n�o�t�a�b�l�e� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �e�v�e�n�t�s� �i�n�v�o�l�v�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�,� �s�u�c�h� �a�s� �h�i�s

�d�e�c�i�s�i�o�n� �t�o� �m�a�r�r�y� �B�+�b�+� �M�u�b���r�a�k�a�,� �a� �d�a�u�g�h�t�e�r� �o�f� �a� �Y�k�s�u�f�-�z���+� �c�h�i�e�f�,

�c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�i�n�g� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �l�o�c�a�l� �t�r�i�b�e�s�.� �B���b�u�r� �a�l�s�o� �t�o�o�k� �m�e�a�s�u�r�e�s� �t�o

repopulate Bajaur and strengthen his military through strategic partnerships.

�A�s� �t�h�e� �y�e�a�r� �p�r�o�g�r�e�s�s�e�d�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �a�t�t�e�n�t�i�o�n� �t�u�r�n�e�d� �t�o� �t�h�e� �Y�k�s�u�f�-�z���+� �A�f�g�h���n�s�,

leading him to plan an expedition against them. After a series of military

campaigns, he sought to establish a more stable governance in regions like

�S�a�w���d� �w�h�i�l�e� �e�n�s�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�a�t� �a�g�r�i�c�u�l�t�u�r�e� �w�a�s� �m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n�e�d� �f�o�r� �t�r�o�o�p� �s�u�s�t�e�n�a�n�c�e�.

�T�o�w�a�r�d�s� �t�h�e� �e�n�d� �o�f� �t�h�e� �y�e�a�r�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �h�e�a�l�t�h� �d�e�c�l�i�n�e�d�,� �e�x�a�c�e�r�b�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �f�e�v�e�r

that lasted for days, yet he continued to engage with his court and

administrative duties. Personal losses, such as the death of his loyal

�c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r� �D�o�s�t� �B�e�g�,� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�d� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s

tumultuous period.

Throughout the account, vivid descriptions of military tactics, the social

dynamics of alliances, personal relationships, and the political landscape

�p�a�i�n�t� �a� �p�i�c�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r� �a�s� �b�o�t�h� �a� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �l�e�a�d�e�r� �a�n�d� �a� �r�u�l�e�r� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e

�c�o�m�p�l�e�x�i�t�i�e�s� �o�f� �e�m�p�i�r�e�-�b�u�i�l�d�i�n�g�,� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �h�i�s� �e�v�e�n�t�u�a�l� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �t�o� �K���b�u�l

by the year's end. The narrative captures not only the struggle for territorial

conquest but also the interplay of personal ambition, loyalty, and the harsh
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realities of leadership during this historic age.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 926 AH—Dec. 23rd 1519 to Dec.
12th 1520 AD

From December 23, 1519, to December 12, 1520, the narrative details a

� �s�e�r�i�e�s� �o�f� �e�x�c�u�r�s�i�o�n�s�,� �p�r�i�m�a�r�i�l�y� �e�n�c�o�m�p�a�s�s�i�n�g� �v�i�s�i�t�s� �t�o� �K�o�h�-�d���m�a�n� �a�n�d

�K�o�h�i�s�t���n�,� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�i�n�g� �a� �b�l�e�n�d� �o�f� �s�o�c�i�a�l� �g�a�t�h�e�r�i�n�g�s�,� �h�u�n�t�i�n�g� �a�d�v�e�n�t�u�r�e�s�,� �a�n�d

interactions with local communities.

�E�x�c�u�r�s�i�o�n� �t�o� �t�h�e� �K�o�h�-�d���m�a�n� �a�n�d� �K�o�h�i�s�t���n�:� �D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �2�3�-�3�0�,� �1�5�1�9

The journey commenced on December 23, with a gathering led by

� �M�u�%�a�r�r�a�m� �1�s�t� �K�h�w���j�a� �S�i�h�-�y���r���n�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �r�e�v�e�l�r�y� �u�n�f�o�l�d�e�d� �o�n� �t�h�e� �b�a�n�k�s� �o�f� �a

conduit. The subsequent day, the party encountered the moving sands known

�a�s� �r�e�g�-�i�-�r�a�w���n�,� �a�n�d� �l�a�t�e�r� �e�n�j�o�y�e�d� �h�o�s�p�i�t�a�l�i�t�y� �a�t� �S�a�y�y�i�d� �Q���s�i�m�’�s� �r�e�s�i�d�e�n�c�e�.

On December 25, they moved towards Bilkir, indulging in sweets along

 the way.

Early morning on December 26 marked the group's commitment to

� �m�o�r�n�i�n�g� �p�r�a�y�e�r�s�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �d�i�d�n�'�t� �p�r�e�v�e�n�t� �t�h�e�m� �f�r�o�m� �c�e�l�e�b�r�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �D�k�r�-�n���m�a

later that day. They received local offerings, including a garden gift from

�h�e�a�d�m�a�n� �$�a�q�-�d���d� �o�n� �t�h�e� �f�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �m�o�r�n�i�n�g�.� �B�y� December 28, they arrived

� �a�t� �N�i�j�r�-�a�k�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �m�e�m�b�e�r�s� �e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �i�n� �h�u�n�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �t�h�e� �h�i�l�l�s� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n

�F�o�r�t�y�-�p�l�o�u�g�h�s� �a�n�d� �B���r���n� �w�a�t�e�r�,� �r�e�s�u�l�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �t�h�e� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �d�e�e�r�,
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despite one participant's earlier arm injury. 

�T�h�e� �d�a�y� �a�f�t�e�r�,� �t�r�i�b�u�t�e� �w�a�s� �s�e�t� �a�t� �6�0� �g�o�l�d� �m�i�s�q���l� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �N�i�j�r�-�a�k� �p�e�o�p�l�e�.� �O�n� Ja

nuary 1�,� �t�h�e�y� �a�i�m�e�d� �f�o�r� �L�a�m�g�h���n�,� �w�h�e�r�e�,� �u�p�o�n� �r�e�a�c�h�i�n�g� �A�k�l�k�g�h�-�n�k�r�,

� �t�h�e�y� �e�n�j�o�y�e�d� �m�o�r�e� �f�e�s�t�i�v�i�t�i�e�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �f�i�s�h�i�n�g� �a�c�t�i�v�i�t�i�e�s� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �B���r���n

water. A surprise interaction occurred with Kafir headmen who brought gifts

of wine, demonstrating local customs and alliances.

�E�x�c�u�r�s�i�o�n�s� �i�n� �L�a�m�g�h���n�:� �J�a�n�u�a�r�y� �1�-�1�4�,� �1�5�2�0

The unfolding days were filled with movement down rivers and through

various terrains. On January 5�,� �b�e�l�o�w� �M�a�n�d�r���w�a�r�,� �y�e�t� �a�n�o�t�h�e�r� �w�i�n�e

 party was held, maintaining the spirit of camaraderie. The narrative also

�r�e�c�o�u�n�t�s� �a� �v�e�n�t�u�r�e� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e� �D�a�r�k�t�a� �n�a�r�r�o�w�s�,� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �a� �s�t�a�y� �a�t

�B���g�h�-�i�-�w�a�f���,� �w�h�e�r�e� �v�i�b�r�a�n�t� �g�a�r�d�e�n�s� �a�n�d� �o�r�a�n�g�e�s� �l�i�f�t�e�d� �s�p�i�r�i�t�s� �o�v�e�r� �a� �f�i�v�e� �t�o

six-day rest.

As he approached his fortieth year, there were reflections on past

indulgences which coincided with moments of creative expression, as seen

when he crafted personal compositions spurred by the music of his

companions. 

�I�n� �t�h�e� �e�n�s�u�i�n�g� �d�a�y�s�,� �e�x�c�u�r�s�i�o�n�s� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �e�n�c�o�m�p�a�s�s�e�d� �t�r�i�p�s� �t�o� �N�k�r�-�v�a�l�l�e�y� �a�n�d
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visits to the homes of local chieftains. Particular emphasis was placed on the

charming aesthetics of nature, notably during a rain-soaked stop in

�K�u�l�a�-�g�r���m� �w�h�e�r�e� �a� �t�a�l�i�s�m�a�n� �w�a�s� �e�f�f�e�c�t�i�v�e�l�y� �u�s�e�d� �t�o� �h�a�l�t� �h�e�a�v�y� �d�o�w�n�p�o�u�r�s�,

underscoring the mystical beliefs intertwined with daily activities.

The narratives continue to reveal playful dynamics around drinking customs,

with competitive drinking games prompting social interaction and merriment

amidst cautionary tales of excessive indulgence and personal restraint.

�M�o�v�e� �T�o�w�a�r�d� �K���b�u�l�:� �J�a�n�u�a�r�y� �1�7�-�2�4�,� �1�5�2�0

On January 17�,� �t�h�e� �g�r�o�u�p� �a�r�r�i�v�e�d� �a�t� �M�a�n�d�r���w�a�r�.� �F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �a� �d�a�y� �o�f

 leisure marked by local feasting, they executed a hunting trip to nearby

hills, resulting in ample catches. Their journey also involved a series of

�l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p� �d�e�c�i�s�i�o�n�s�,� �n�o�t�a�b�l�y� �t�h�e� �e�x�e�c�u�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �$�a�m�z�a� �K�h���n� �d�u�e� �t�o� �p�a�s�t

misdeeds, reflecting the gravity of local justice systems.

�T�h�e� �f�i�n�a�l� �e�n�t�r�i�e�s� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e� �a� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �K���b�u�l�,� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �b�y� �s�p�i�r�i�t�u�a�l

�r�e�a�d�i�n�g�s� �a�n�d� �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y� �i�n�t�e�r�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �b�e�f�o�r�e� �c�o�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �a�t� �Q�a�r���-�t�k�,� �w�h�e�r�e

they prepared for the continuation of their travels, emphasizing a lifestyle

steeped in both leisure and duty.

Throughout this time, friendships were forged and strengthened, the beauty
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of the natural world was celebrated, and traditions upheld through a mix of

revelry, reflection, and the responsibilities inherent in leadership and

community ties. The narrative paints a vivid picture of a leader navigating

diverse landscapes, both literal and social, during an essential period in

history.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 926 to 932 AH—1520 to 1525 AD

This summary encapsulates the key events and characters from the sections

� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�e�m�o�i�r�s� �c�o�v�e�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �y�e�a�r�s� �9�2�6� �t�o� �9�3�2� �A�H� �(�1�5�1�9�-�1�5�2�5� �A�D�)�.

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �p�e�r�i�o�d�,� �B���b�u�r�,� �t�h�e� �f�o�u�n�d�e�r� �o�f� �t�h�e� �M�u�g�h�a�l� �E�m�p�i�r�e� �i�n� �I�n�d�i�a�,

experienced significant military and political developments, although his

diary entries contain a long gap, indicating a busy yet undocumented period.

Background Context:

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�e�m�o�i�r�s�,� �k�n�o�w�n� �a�s� �t�h�e� �B���b�u�r�n���m�a�,� �p�r�o�v�i�d�e� �i�n�s�i�g�h�t� �i�n�t�o� �h�i�s� �l�i�f�e� �a�n�d

the tumultuous political landscape of Central and South Asia during the

early 16th century. After the initial establishment of his rule following

�d�e�c�a�d�e�s� �o�f� �w�a�r�f�a�r�e�,� �t�h�e� �s�u�b�s�e�q�u�e�n�t� �y�e�a�r�s� �w�i�t�n�e�s�s�e�d� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f

power, as well as his interactions with various regional powers.

### Summary of Key Events:

1. Unrecorded Period (926 AH - 932 AH):

� � � �O�v�e�r� �f�i�v�e� �y�e�a�r�s�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �B���b�u�r� �d�i�d� �n�o�t� �c�h�r�o�n�i�c�l�e�,� �h�e� �u�n�d�e�r�t�o�o�k� �m�u�l�t�i�p�l�e

�m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s�,� �t�r�a�v�e�l�e�d� �e�x�t�e�n�s�i�v�e�l�y� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �I�n�d�i�a�,

�B�a�d�a�k�h�s�h���n�,� �a�n�d� �B�a�l�k�h�,� �a�n�d� �f�a�c�e�d� �i�n�t�e�r�n�a�l� �s�t�r�i�f�e� �w�i�t�h� �l�o�c�a�l� �t�r�i�b�e�s�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e

this gap in his writings, he worked on a significant literary achievement, the
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�*�M�u�b�+�n�*�,� �a� �2�0�0�0�-�l�i�n�e� �p�o�e�m� �i�n� �T�u�r�k�+�.

2. Significant Political Figures:

� � � �A� �r�a�n�g�e� �o�f� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �i�n�f�l�u�e�n�c�e�d� �B���b�u�r� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e�s�e� �y�e�a�r�s�:

   - �S�u�l�t�a�n� �I�b�r���h�+�m� �L�k�d�+: The tyrannical ruler of Delhi embroiled in

 civil strife.

   - �S�h���h� �I�s�m���‘�+�l� �b�a�f�a�w�+: The Safavid ruler whose reign marked a

 significant rival power in the region.

   - �K�h���n� �M�+�r�z��� �M�+�r���n�s�h���h�+�:� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �l�o�y�a�l� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r� �i�n

� �B�a�d�a�k�h�s�h���n�,� �w�h�o� �d�i�e�d� �i�n� �9�2�7� �A�H�.

   - �S�h���h� �S�h�u�j���‘� �B�e�g� �A�r�g�h�k�n: Another significant player controlling

� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �w�h�o�s�e� �d�e�a�t�h� �a�n�d� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�i�o�n� �b�y� �h�i�s� �s�o�n� �H�a�s�a�n� �b�e�c�a�m�e� �p�i�v�o�t�a�l� �i�n

the power dynamics.

  

3. Military Campaigns and Diplomacy:

� � � �-� �B���b�u�r� �i�n�i�t�i�a�t�e�d� �a�n� �e�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n� �i�n�t�o� �I�n�d�i�a�,� �f�o�c�u�s�e�d� �o�n� �b�r�i�n�g�i�n�g� �o�r�d�e�r

among rebellious tribes and establishing a foothold in the region. His

campaigns involved significant skirmishes and sieges, but were often

interrupted by the shifting allegiances and conflicts with local rulers like

�S�h���h� �B�e�g� �o�f� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�.

� � � �-� �B�y� �r�e�s�p�o�n�d�i�n�g� �t�o� �u�r�g�e�n�t� �c�a�l�l�s� �f�o�r� �h�e�l�p� �f�r�o�m� �d�i�s�c�o�n�t�e�n�t�e�d� �L�k�d�+� �a�m�+�r�s�,

�i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �D�a�u�l�a�t� �K�h���n� �L�k�d�+� �a�n�d� �‘�A�l���u�’�d�-�d�+�n� �‘���l�a�m� �K�h���n�,� �B���b�u�r� �s�o�u�g�h�t� �t�o
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expand his influence in India amidst widespread factional strife.

4. �S�i�e�g�e� �o�f� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�:

� � � �B���b�u�r� �l�a�i�d� �s�i�e�g�e� �t�o� �Q�a�n�d�a�h���r�,� �a� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c�a�l�l�y� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�t� �l�o�c�a�t�i�o�n�,� �f�a�c�i�n�g

challenges including famine and disease. His effort fluctuated between

assaults and negotiations with local rulers. This siege highlighted the

complexities of warfare and shifting alliances of the time, particularly with

�t�h�e� �o�n�g�o�i�n�g� �r�i�v�a�l�r�y� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �S�h���h� �B�e�g�.

5. Returning to Kabul and Political Maneuvering:

� � � �E�v�e�n� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �d�e�a�l�t� �w�i�t�h� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �e�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n�s�,� �h�e� �n�a�v�i�g�a�t�e�d� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e

diplomatic landscapes, aimed at solidifying his power. His engagements

with the Safavid court and local chieftains underscored the delicate balance

between warfare and diplomacy he maintained throughout his campaigns.

6. Cultural Contributions:

� � � �T�h�r�o�u�g�h�o�u�t� �h�i�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �t�o� �d�o�c�u�m�e�n�t� �h�i�s

�e�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e�s�,� �c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�n�g� �t�o� �l�i�t�e�r�a�t�u�r�e�.� �H�i�s� �w�o�r�k�,� �*�M�u�b�+�n�*�,� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�d� �h�i�s

cultural and administrative aspirations within the context of Islamic law and

governance, demonstrating his dual focus on conquest and legacy.
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7. �E�s�t�a�b�l�i�s�h�m�e�n�t� �i�n� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n�:

� � � �B�y� �t�h�e� �e�n�d� �o�f� �t�h�i�s� �p�e�r�i�o�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �h�a�d� �e�s�t�a�b�l�i�s�h�e�d� �a� �f�o�o�t�h�o�l�d� �i�n� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n�,

with plans to further consolidate power against various factions. His military

and strategic ingenuity began to bear fruit, as alliances were formed and

territories brought under his influence.

�I�n� �c�o�n�c�l�u�s�i�o�n�,� �t�h�e�s�e� �y�e�a�r�s� �r�e�v�e�a�l� �B���b�u�r� �n�o�t� �o�n�l�y� �a�s� �a�n� �a�m�b�i�t�i�o�u�s� �c�o�n�q�u�e�r�o�r

but also as a shrewd political player engaging in complex relationships with

regional powers, while simultaneously crafting a literary legacy that would

endure beyond the turbulent events of his lifetime.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of resilience in the face of challenges

Critical Interpretation:� �R�e�f�l�e�c�t� �o�n� �h�o�w� �B���b�u�r�,� �d�e�s�p�i�t�e� �f�a�c�i�n�g

significant adversities—military setbacks, internal strife, and

unrecorded hardships—persisted in his campaigns and diplomacy.

This resilience teaches us that in our own lives, we too can overcome

obstacles and forge our paths, no matter how daunting the

circumstances seem. Embracing the spirit of perseverance can inspire

us to navigate through our struggles, believe in our goals, and make

impactful contributions to our own legacies.
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Chapter 20: 932 AH—Oct. 18th 1525 to Oct. 8th 1526 AD

�#�#�#� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �S�u�m�m�a�r�y�:� �F�i�f�t�h� �E�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n� �i�n�t�o� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n� �(�9�3�2� �A�H�—�O�C�T�.� �1�8�,

 1525 to Oct. 8, 1526 AD)

#### Setting Out and Early Challenges

�O�n� �N�o�v�e�m�b�e�r� �1�7�,� �1�5�2�5�,� �t�h�e� �e�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n� �c�o�m�m�e�n�c�e�d�.� �U�p�o�n

�a�r�r�i�v�i�n�g� �i�n� �t�h�e� �v�i�c�i�n�i�t�y� �o�f� �D�i�h�-�i�-�y�a�‘�q�k�b�,� �a� �n�o�t�a�b�l�e� �e�n�v�o�y�,� �‘�A�b�d�u�’�l�-�m�a�l�k�k�,

�r�e�t�u�r�n�e�d� �f�r�o�m� �S�u�l���n� �S�a�‘�+�d� �K�h���n� �i�n� �K���s�h�g�h�a�r� �w�i�t�h� �m�e�s�s�a�g�e�s� �a�n�d� �g�i�f�t�s�.� �T�h�e

army halted several times, gathering supplies and conducting diplomatic

�e�n�g�a�g�e�m�e�n�t�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �f�i�n�a�n�c�i�a�l� �c�o�n�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�o�n� �f�r�o�m� �K�h�w���j�a

�$�u�s�a�i�n� �i�n� �L���h�o�r� �a�i�m�e�d� �a�t� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�i�n�g� �B�a�l�k�h�.

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �t�i�m�e�,� �B���b�u�r� �e�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e�d� �a� �h�e�a�l�t�h� �s�c�a�r�e� �b�u�t� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �t�o� �a�w�a�i�t

�t�h�e� �a�r�r�i�v�a�l� �o�f� �h�i�s� �s�o�n�,� �H�u�m���y�k�n�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �t�r�o�o�p� �f�r�o�m� �G�h�a�z�n�+�.� �A�l�t�h�o�u�g�h

�B���b�u�r� �w�r�o�t�e� �s�t�r�i�c�t� �l�e�t�t�e�r�s� �t�o� �H�u�m���y�k�n�,� �t�h�e� �l�a�t�t�e�r� �e�v�e�n�t�u�a�l�l�y� �a�r�r�i�v�e�d�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g

�t�o� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r� �m�a�r�c�h�i�n�g�s� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �r�e�g�i�o�n�s� �s�u�c�h� �a�s� �Q�k�s�h�-�g�u�C�b�a�z� �a�n�d� �B�+�g�r���m�,

where the group utilized rafts to cross rivers, engaging in camaraderie and

poetry along the way.

#### Poetic Reflections and Realizations

�A�s� �B���b�u�r� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y�e�d�,� �h�e� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�e�d� �o�n� �h�i�s� �p�a�s�t� �a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �n�a�t�u�r�e� �o�f� �h�i�s

poetry, expressing regret about frivolous compositions and praying for

guidance. During this contemplative period, he also confronted health issues,
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prompting spiritual and personal introspection.

#### Strategic Movements and Threats

By mid-December, aboard rafts, the army reached the Indus River,

�i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�n�g� �l�o�g�i�s�t�i�c�a�l� �p�l�a�n�n�i�n�g� �a�s� �t�h�e�y� �c�r�o�s�s�e�d� �i�n�t�o� �S�+���l�k�o�t� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�y�,� �w�h�e�r�e

�t�h�e�y� �f�a�c�e�d� �t�h�r�e�a�t�s� �f�r�o�m� �l�o�c�a�l� �b�r�i�g�a�n�d�s� �l�i�k�e� �t�h�e� �J�a�t�s� �a�n�d� �G�u�j�k�r�s�.� �B���b�u�r� �t�o�o�k

decisive action against thieves attacking the vulnerable, showcasing his

leadership qualities.

The narrative continued to highlight military maneuverings, including

�i�n�t�e�l�l�i�g�e�n�c�e� �r�e�p�o�r�t�s� �a�b�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �c�o�m�b�i�n�e�d� �a�r�m�i�e�s� �o�f� �D�a�u�l�a�t� �K�h���n� �a�n�d� �G�h���z�+

�K�h���n�,� �u�r�g�i�n�g� �c�a�u�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �p�r�e�p�a�r�a�t�i�o�n�s� �a�s� �t�h�e�y� �m�a�d�e� �f�o�r�a�g�i�n�g

excursions into troublesome territories.

#### Encounters and Conquests

�B���b�u�r�’�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �c�o�n�d�u�c�t�e�d� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l� �r�a�i�d�s� �a�n�d� �h�u�n�t�i�n�g� �e�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n�s�,� �w�h�i�c�h

�s�e�r�v�e�d� �t�o� �b�o�l�s�t�e�r� �t�r�o�o�p� �m�o�r�a�l�e� �a�n�d� �s�h�o�w�c�a�s�e� �t�h�e� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n� �l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e�,

populated with exotic wildlife. Reports filtered in regarding the precarious

situation in Punjabi cities under rebel control, leading to a consolidation of

forces.

�H�u�m���y�k�n�'�s� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �r�e�b�e�l� �e�n�c�a�m�p�m�e�n�t�s� �w�a�s� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�d�,

�c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �t�h�e� �s�i�e�g�e� �o�f� �D�i�h�l�+�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �h�a�d� �r�e�m�a�i�n�e�d� �u�n�d�e�r� �A�f�g�h�a�n� �r�u�l�e�.

�B���b�u�r� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�z�e�d� �o�p�t�i�o�n�s� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�i�s� �u�p�r�i�s�i�n�g� �a�n�d� �m�e�d�i�a�t�e�d� �d�i�s�p�u�t�e�s� �a�m�o�n�g
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his commanders.

#### Consolidation of Power

�F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� �a�n� �a�r�r�a�y� �o�f� �s�k�i�r�m�i�s�h�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �n�a�r�r�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f

preparations that led to his forces assembling in substantial strength. His

advisors emphasized the importance of decisively defeating the nearest

enemy, especially given the risk of the armies’ disintegration, contrasting

�w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �m�o�r�e� �d�i�s�t�a�n�t� �t�h�r�e�a�t� �p�o�s�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�e� �R���n��� �S�a�n�g���.

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�i�r�e�l�e�s�s� �e�f�f�o�r�t�s� �a�n�d� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �o�v�e�r�c�a�m�e

formidable opponents and claimed significant territories, asserting

�d�o�m�i�n�a�n�c�e� �o�v�e�r� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n�.� �T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �i�n�t�e�r�t�w�i�n�e�s� �t�h�e�m�e�s� �o�f� �d�i�v�i�n�e�l�y

sanctioned efforts and the expression of historical vindication following

hardships confronted in battle.

#### Transition in Governance and the Future

�A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e�s�e� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�s�,� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �s�h�i�f�t�s� �f�o�c�u�s� �t�o� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �a�d�m�i�n�i�s�t�r�a�t�i�v�e

reforms. Upon conquering strategically important regions, he initiated

distributions of wealth and resources to secure loyalty among his

commanders and soldiers. Amongst the wealth captured, immense sums

�w�e�r�e� �a�l�l�o�c�a�t�e�d� �t�o� �m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n� �o�r�d�e�r� �a�n�d� �r�e�i�n�f�o�r�c�e� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e�s�,� �a�n�d� �B���b�u�r� �f�o�c�u�s�e�d

�o�n� �e�s�t�a�b�l�i�s�h�i�n�g� �a� �g�o�v�e�r�n�a�n�c�e� �s�t�r�u�c�t�u�r�e� �t�o� �s�t�a�b�i�l�i�z�e� �H�i�n�d�k�s�t���n� �a�f�t�e�r� �a� �p�e�r�i�o�d

of fragmentation.
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�T�h�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �c�o�n�c�l�u�d�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r� �m�a�k�i�n�g� �h�i�s� �w�a�y� �t�o� ���g�r�a�,� �p�r�e�p�a�r�i�n�g� �f�o�r

direct confrontations with any remaining adversaries and emphasizing the

need for firm governance to secure the future stability of his newfound

territories. His historic expedition transforms into a significant chapter for

both his reign and the broader territorial narrative in South Asia, affirming

his legacy as a ruler who reshaped the subcontinent's political landscape.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 933 AH—Oct. 8th 1526 to Sep.
27th 1527 AD

Summary of Selected Chapters (933 AH - Oct. 8, 1526, to Sep. 27, 1527

 AD)

A. Birth Announcement

�I�n� �t�h�e� �m�o�n�t�h� �o�f� �M�u�%�a�r�r�a�m�,� �t�h�e� �n�e�w�s� �o�f� �a� �s�o�n�'�s� �b�i�r�t�h� �t�o� �B���b�u�r� �i�s� �c�e�l�e�b�r�a�t�e�d

�w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �n�a�m�i�n�g� �o�f� �t�h�e� �c�h�i�l�d� �a�s� �F���r�k�q�,� �m�a�r�k�i�n�g� �a� �m�o�m�e�n�t� �o�f� �j�o�y� �a�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e

political and military tumult of the period.

B. Casting of the Mortar

�A�m�i�d� �p�r�e�p�a�r�a�t�i�o�n�s� �f�o�r� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �s�t�e�a�d�f�a�s�t� �G���h�l�o�t� �f�o�r�t

�o�f� �B�+���n�a�,� �U�s�t���d� �‘�A�l�+�-�q�u�l�+� �i�s� �o�r�d�e�r�e�d� �t�o� �c�a�s�t� �a� �l�a�r�g�e� �m�o�r�t�a�r�.� �D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l

setbacks in the casting process—which nearly drives him to despair—he

eventually succeeds, producing a perfectly crafted stone-chamber. This

artifact is heralded as essential for upcoming sieges, symbolizing both

�t�e�c�h�n�o�l�o�g�i�c�a�l� �a�d�v�a�n�c�e�m�e�n�t� �a�n�d� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �p�r�e�p�a�r�a�t�i�o�n� �i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y

efforts.

C. Military Developments and Alliances
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�B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �m�a�n�e�u�v�e�r�s� �i�n�t�e�n�s�i�f�y� �a�s� �t�h�e� �s�i�t�u�a�t�i�o�n� �w�i�t�h� �r�e�b�e�l�s�,� �p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y

�R���n��� �S�a�n�g���,� �e�s�c�a�l�a�t�e�s�.� �A�p�p�o�i�n�t�m�e�n�t�s� �o�f� �l�o�c�a�l� �a�m�+�r�s� �u�n�d�e�r�s�c�o�r�e� �t�h�e

importance of regional loyalty and collaboration in consolidating power. The

�n�e�w�l�y� �t�i�t�l�e�d� �K�h���n�-�i�-�j�a�h���n�,� �F�a�t�%� �K�h���n� �S�a�r�w���n�+�,� �i�s� �w�e�l�c�o�m�e�d� �i�n�t�o� �B���b�u�r�'�s

�r�a�n�k�s�—�a� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �a�l�l�i�a�n�c�e� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�i�v�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �e�f�f�o�r�t�s� �t�o� �u�n�i�f�y� �d�i�s�p�a�r�a�t�e

factions against common enemies.

D. Dealing with Threats

�A�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s� �u�n�f�o�l�d�,� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�s� �t�r�e�a�c�h�e�r�y� �a�n�d� �r�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n� �f�r�o�m

�l�o�c�a�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �T���t���r� �K�h���n�'�s� �w�a�v�e�r�i�n�g� �l�o�y�a�l�t�i�e�s�—�i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e

unstable tapestry of allegiances in Hindustan. For example, attempts to

�u�n�d�e�r�m�i�n�e� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �a�u�t�h�o�r�i�t�y� �f�r�o�m� �r�i�v�a�l� �c�l�a�n�s� �i�n�v�o�k�e� �s�w�i�f�t� �a�n�d� �p�u�n�i�t�i�v�e

responses, including promises of riches for loyal service and harsh

repercussions for opposition, adding tension to the precarious political

landscape.

E. Assassination Attempt

A dramatic recounting of an assassination attempt reveals the treachery

�e�n�t�w�i�n�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �r�u�l�e�.� �A�n� �o�l�d� �w�o�m�a�n�'�s� �p�l�o�t�t�i�n�g� �n�e�a�r�l�y� �l�e�a�d�s� �t�o� �t�r�a�g�e�d�y

�w�h�e�n� �a� �p�o�i�s�o�n�e�d� �d�i�s�h� �i�s� �p�r�e�s�e�n�t�e�d� �t�o� �B���b�u�r�.� �F�o�r�t�u�n�a�t�e�l�y�,� �i�n�t�u�i�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �t�h�e

vigilance of his staff foil this plot. The incident not only highlights the
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�d�a�n�g�e�r� �s�u�r�r�o�u�n�d�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �b�u�t� �a�l�s�o� �p�r�o�p�e�l�s� �h�i�m� �c�l�o�s�e�r� �t�o� �a� �r�e�s�o�l�v�e� �f�o�r

self-restraint, leading to significant personal transformations, including his

renouncement of wine.

�F�.� �H�u�m���y�k�n�'�s� �C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s

�A�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �a�c�t�i�v�i�t�i�e�s� �p�e�a�k�,� �H�u�m���y�k�n� �u�n�d�e�r�t�a�k�e�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s� �i�n� �t�h�e� �e�a�s�t�e�r�n

territories, successfully engaging multiple rebel factions while returning to

�d�e�l�i�v�e�r� �m�e�s�s�a�g�e�s� �o�f� �l�o�y�a�l�t�y� �a�n�d� �r�e�a�d�i�n�e�s�s� �t�o� �B���b�u�r�.� �H�o�w�e�v�e�r�,� �t�h�e�s�e

campaigns expose weaknesses in local support, leading to a renewed focus

on consolidating authority.

�G�.� �R���n��� �S�a�n�g���'�s� �T�h�r�e�a�t

�T�h�e� �t�h�r�e�a�t� �p�o�s�e�d� �b�y� �R���n��� �S�a�n�g��� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�e�s� �i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �a�r�m�y� �m�o�b�i�l�i�z�i�n�g� �f�o�r

battle. The gathering of loyalists and updates on local resistance take center

stage, showcasing the balance between military action and political

�d�i�p�l�o�m�a�c�y� �a�s� �a�m�+�r�s� �a�r�e� �r�e�a�s�s�i�g�n�e�d� �r�o�l�e�s� �i�n� �a�n�t�i�c�i�p�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t�.

�H�.� �T�h�e� �B�a�t�t�l�e� �o�f� �K���n�w�a

�T�h�e� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t�a�t�i�o�n� �w�i�t�h� �R���n��� �S�a�n�g��� �a�t� �K���n�w�a� �r�e�p�r�e�s�e�n�t�s� �a� �d�e�c�i�s�i�v�e� �m�o�m�e�n�t

�i�n� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s�.� �W�i�t�h� �s�u�p�e�r�i�o�r� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�y� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �e�f�f�e�c�t�i�v�e� �u�s�e� �o�f

�a�r�t�i�l�l�e�r�y�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �l�a�r�g�e� �m�o�r�t�a�r� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�f�u�l�l�y� �c�a�s�t� �b�y� �U�s�t���d� �‘�A�l�+�-�q�u�l�+�,
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�B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �a�c�h�i�e�v�e� �a� �r�e�s�o�u�n�d�i�n�g� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y� �t�h�a�t� �r�e�s�h�a�p�e�s� �p�o�w�e�r� �d�y�n�a�m�i�c�s� �i�n

the region. The details of this battle—its preparations and

unfolding—illustrate the complexities and alliances that characterize

military engagements of the time.

I. Consolidation of Power Following Victory

�P�o�s�t�-�v�i�c�t�o�r�y�,� �B���b�u�r� �e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�s� �t�h�e� �c�o�n�s�o�l�i�d�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �p�o�w�e�r� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �r�e�w�a�r�d�s

to loyal officers and the suppression of remaining rebel threats. This

includes the establishment of fiefs and the apportionment of rights,

�h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �g�o�v�e�r�n�a�n�c�e� �a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h�.

J. Internal Strife and Misconduct

�B���b�u�r� �d�e�a�l�s� �w�i�t�h� �i�n�t�e�r�n�a�l� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �H�u�m���y�k�n�’�s� �m�i�s�s�t�e�p�s�,

reflecting the personal and communal struggles facing the dynasty. These

issues underscore the need for reflection and the importance of loyalty as

paramount to maintaining stability in his realm.

K. Spiritual Awakening and Renewal

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �r�e�n�u�n�c�i�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �w�i�n�e� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �i�s�s�u�a�n�c�e� �o�f� �d�e�c�r�e�e�s� �a�f�f�i�r�m�i�n�g� �h�i�s

commitment to Islam signal a personal and political shift towards

establishing a moral foundation for governance, garnering support and
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respect among his followers.

L. Reflections and Future Directions

�A�s� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �a�m�+�r�s� �a�r�e� �s�e�n�t� �a�w�a�y� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �R�a�i�n�s� �a�n�d� �r�e�p�o�r�t�s� �f�l�o�o�d� �i�n� �a�b�o�u�t� �t�h�e

�s�t�a�t�e� �o�f� �d�i�s�t�a�n�t� �t�e�r�r�i�t�o�r�i�e�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �c�o�n�t�e�m�p�l�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �f�u�t�u�r�e� �d�i�r�e�c�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �h�i�s

campaigns. The ongoing balance between military action and consolidating

political alliances reflects the intricate nature of leadership during this

tumultuous period.

Conclusion

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e�s�e� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r�s�,� �w�e� �s�e�e� �B���b�u�r� �n�o�t� �m�e�r�e�l�y� �a�s� �a� �r�u�l�e�r� �e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �i�n� �b�a�t�t�l�e

but as a multi-faceted leader navigating personal threats and political strife

in early 16th century Hindustan. His victories, personal growth, and

responses to rebellion characterize his remarkable ascent and the

establishment of the Mughal Empire.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of perseverance in the face of setbacks.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing before a seemingly

insurmountable challenge, feeling the weight of despair bear down on

�y�o�u�,� �j�u�s�t� �a�s� �U�s�t���d� �‘�A�l�+�-�q�u�l�+� �d�i�d� �w�h�e�n� �h�i�s� �e�f�f�o�r�t�s� �t�o� �c�a�s�t� �t�h�e� �m�o�r�t�a�r

faltered. Yet, in that moment, you have the choice to embrace

�r�e�s�i�l�i�e�n�c�e� �i�n�s�t�e�a�d� �o�f� �s�u�r�r�e�n�d�e�r�.� �L�i�k�e� �U�s�t���d� �‘�A�l�+�-�q�u�l�+�,� �w�h�o� �p�e�r�s�e�v�e�r�e�d

through difficulties to achieve mastery and create an essential tool for

victory, you too can draw inspiration from his journey. Each setback is

not the end but a stepping stone towards your next success, reminding

you that persistence, patience, and determination can transform

obstacles into opportunities.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 934 AH—Sep. 27th 1527 to Sep.
15th 1528 AD

### Summary of Chapters (934 AH-1528 AD) 

�V�i�s�i�t� �t�o� �K�k�l� �(�A�l�i�g�a�r�h�)� �a�n�d� �S�a�C�b�a�l  

�O�n� �S�e�p�t�e�m�b�e�r� �2�7�,� �1�5�2�7�,� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�o�r� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �c�o�m�p�a�n�i�o�n�s� �a�r�r�i�v�e�d� �i�n� �K�k�l

�(�K�o�e�l�)� �a�f�t�e�r� �a� �l�e�n�g�t�h�y� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y�.� �D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �t�i�m�e�,� �H�u�m���y�k�n�'�s

�s�u�b�-�c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�s�,� �D�a�r�w�+�s�h� �a�n�d� �Y�k�s�u�f�,� �e�n�g�a�g�e�d� �i�n� �b�a�t�t�l�e� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �Q�u�b

�S�+�r�w���n�+� �a�n�d� �l�o�c�a�l� �r���j�a�s�,� �s�e�c�u�r�i�n�g� �a� �v�i�c�t�o�r�y� �t�h�a�t� �r�e�s�u�l�t�e�d� �i�n� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�s�e�n�t�a�t�i�o�n

�o�f� �h�e�a�d�s� �a�n�d� �a�n� �e�l�e�p�h�a�n�t� �a�s� �t�r�o�p�h�i�e�s�.� �A�f�t�e�r� �a� �b�r�i�e�f� �s�t�a�y� �i�n� �K�k�l�,� �t�h�e�y

continued their journey, crossing the Ganges River and eventually arriving

�i�n� �S�a�C�b�a�l� �b�y� �O�c�t�o�b�e�r� �1�.

�I�l�l�n�e�s�s� �o�f� �B���b�u�r  

On October 12, the narrator fell ill with a fever that plagued him for several

weeks. Despite suffering from intense thirst and insomnia, he took to

composing quatrains during his illness, capturing his struggle between pain

and patience.

Arrival of Kinswomen  
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�B�y� �N�o�v�e�m�b�e�r� �2�3�,� �t�w�o� �o�f� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�o�r�'�s� �p�a�t�e�r�n�a�l� �a�u�n�t� �b�e�g�+�m�s�,� �F�a�k�h�r�-�i�-�j�a�h���n

�B�e�g�+�m� �a�n�d� �K�h�a�d�+�j�a�-�S�u�l���n� �B�e�g�+�m�,� �a�r�r�i�v�e�d� �t�o� �v�i�s�i�t�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�o�r

�t�o� �t�r�a�v�e�l� �t�o� �S�i�k�a�n�d�a�r���b���d� �t�o� �g�r�e�e�t� �t�h�e�m�.

Concerning a Mortar  

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �t�i�m�e�,� �a�n� �i�n�c�i�d�e�n�t� �o�c�c�u�r�r�e�d� �w�h�e�n� �U�s�t���d� �‘�A�l�+�-�q�u�l�+� �d�i�s�c�h�a�r�g�e�d� �a

stone from a large mortar, which tragically shattered, killing eight men when

its fragments struck them.

�V�i�s�i�t� �t�o� �S�+�k�r�+  

�O�n� �D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �1�,� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�o�r� �v�i�s�i�t�e�d� �S�+�k�r�+� �t�o� �i�n�s�p�e�c�t� �a� �n�e�w�l�y� �b�u�i�l�t� �o�c�t�a�g�o�n�a�l

platform on the lake, ready to host leisure activities and celebrations with the

local auspices.

�H�o�l�y�-�W�a�r� �A�g�a�i�n�s�t� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+  

�P�l�a�n�s� �t�o� �i�n�i�t�i�a�t�e� �a� �h�o�l�y� �w�a�r� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+� �b�e�g�a�n� �o�n� �D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �9�.� �T�h�e

�a�r�m�y� �m�o�v�e�d� �t�o� �J�a�l�+�s�+�r� �t�o� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e� �b�e�f�o�r�e� �a�d�v�a�n�c�i�n�g� �f�u�r�t�h�e�r�,� �a�i�m�i�n�g� �t�o

confront the fortified city. However, various challenges delayed their

crossing of the river Chambal, with days spent in preparations and tactical

discussions.
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�T�r�o�o�p�s� �S�e�n�t� �A�g�a�i�n�s�t� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �B���y�a�z�+�d� �F�a�r�m�k�l�+  

�C�o�n�c�e�r�n�s� �o�v�e�r� �S�h�a�i�k�h� �B���y�a�z�+�d�’�s� �p�o�t�e�n�t�i�a�l� �h�o�s�t�i�l�i�t�y� �p�r�o�m�p�t�e�d� �a� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y

�r�e�s�p�o�n�s�e�.� �M�u�%�a�m�m�a�d� �‘�A�l�+� �J�a�n�g�-�j�a�n�g� �w�a�s� �c�h�a�r�g�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �r�a�l�l�y�i�n�g� �l�o�c�a�l� �f�o�r�c�e�s

to confront the threatening Afghan presence. Despite his unclear motives,

the troops were dispatched with an offer for peace.

�J�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�o� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+  

As the campaign continued into January 1528, the narrator emphasized the

geography of the region, detailing the strategic advantages of Kachwa before

�l�a�u�n�c�h�i�n�g� �a� �f�u�l�l� �a�s�s�a�u�l�t� �o�n� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+�,� �k�n�o�w�n� �f�o�r� �i�t�s� �f�o�r�m�i�d�a�b�l�e� �d�e�f�e�n�s�e�s�.

The journey marked significant progress through hostile territories.

�C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+� �a�n�d� �I�t�s� �C�a�p�t�u�r�e  

�O�n� �J�a�n�u�a�r�y� �2�8�,� �t�h�e� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �l�a�u�n�c�h�e�d� �a�n� �a�s�s�a�u�l�t� �o�n� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �h�a�d� �b�e�e�n

recently fortified by its defenders. The citadel fell surprisingly quickly,

highlighting internal dissent among the pagans defending it. The victory was

celebrated through poetry, commemorating the bravery and tactics used in

the capture.

�F�u�r�t�h�e�r� �D�e�s�c�r�i�p�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+  
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Post-capture, the narrator described the landscape and the architectural

�f�e�a�t�u�r�e�s� �o�f� �C�h�a�n�d�+�r�+�.� �I�t� �b�o�a�s�t�e�d� �i�m�p�r�e�s�s�i�v�e� �s�t�o�n�e� �s�t�r�u�c�t�u�r�e�s�,� �m�u�l�t�i�p�l�e� �c�r�e�e�k�s

supplying water, and vital geographical advantages, making it a desirable

acquisition.

Enforced Change of Campaign  

Plans shifted when alarming news from the east signaled rebellion. This led

to strategic retreat and reassessment of targets, with newfound territory

�b�e�i�n�g� �e�n�t�r�u�s�t�e�d� �t�o� �l�o�y�a�l� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�e�r�s� �w�h�i�l�e� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e�d� �t�o

respond to the insurrection.

News of the Rebels  

Reports surfaced about the fleeing rebels, leading to a planned reinforcement

of troops to regain control over strategic locations. The narrator highlights

the evolving situation and military ambitions alongside significant logistical

challenges.

Bridge Made Over the Ganges  

In late February, the crossing of the Ganges was vital for further military

action against the enemy forces. The preparations involved strategic use of
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force and construction efforts as the saga with the Afghans extended into

several skirmishes.

Encounter with the Afghans  

March 13 saw a fierce conflict after successfully crossing the river. The

�A�f�g�h�a�n�s� �m�o�u�n�t�e�d� �a� �c�o�u�n�t�e�r�a�t�t�a�c�k�,� �c�o�m�p�e�l�l�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �m�e�n� �t�o� �h�o�l�d� �t�h�e�i�r

ground. Skirmishes continued, marking a pivotal moment in the ongoing

conflict, which had significant strategic implications.

�A�r�r�i�v�a�l� �o�f� �a� �C�h�a�g�h�a�t���+� �C�o�u�s�i�n  

�B�y� �m�i�d�-�M�a�r�c�h�,� �a� �v�i�s�i�t� �f�r�o�m� �T�k�k�h�t���-�b�k�g�h���,� �a� �c�o�u�s�i�n�,� �a�d�d�e�d� �a� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l

dynamic to the ongoing campaign, highlighting the intertwined personal and

�p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �r�e�l�a�t�i�o�n�s� �i�n�h�e�r�e�n�t� �i�n� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �l�i�f�e�.

The Campaign Continued  

�A�s� �t�h�e� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �p�r�o�g�r�e�s�s�e�d�,� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�o�r�c�e�s� �f�a�c�e�d� �o�n�g�o�i�n�g� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �b�u�t

also opportunities to expand influence and control. Orders were issued to

pursue the remaining threats while attending to logistics and territorial

governance.

Translator's Note on the Lacuna  
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The narrative experienced a notable gap between April 2 and September 18,

leaving historians without a concise account of significant events. Available

references suggest ongoing campaigns against the Afghans and a variety of

�p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �a�n�d� �f�a�m�i�l�y� �m�a�t�t�e�r�s� �i�n�t�e�r�t�w�i�n�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n�s�.

This summary synthesizes the key events and themes of the chapters while

providing sufficient background context for clarity and continuity in the

narrative flow.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 935 AH—Sep. 15th 1528 to Sep.
5th 1529 AD

The following summarization follows the logical progression and key

 developments within the specified chapters while ensuring coherence and

readability. Each segment encapsulates key events, characters, and

background context to enhance understanding.

Chapter Summary (935 AH—Sep. 15, 1528 to Sep. 5, 1529 AD)

Arrivals at Court (Sep. 15-19, 1528)  

�B���b�u�r�,� �t�h�e� �T�i�m�u�r�i�d�s�'� �f�o�u�n�d�e�r� �i�n� �I�n�d�i�a�,� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e�s� �d�i�s�t�i�n�g�u�i�s�h�m�e�n�t�s� �i�n� �h�i�s� �c�o�u�r�t�.

�K�e�y� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �l�i�k�e� �t�h�e� �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�a�n� �K�h�w���n�d�-�a�m�+�r� �a�n�d� �M�a�u�l���n��� �S�h�i�h���b� �v�i�s�i�t�,

showcasing the literary and cultural aspect of his reign. This gathering

serves as a platform for recruitment of talent and loyalty from notable

figures in his domain.

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �J�o�u�r�n�e�y� �t�o� �G�k���l�+���r� �(�S�e�p�.� �2�0�-�2�6�,� �1�5�2�8�)  

�D�e�p�a�r�t�i�n�g� �f�o�r� �G�k���l�+���r�,� �B���b�u�r� �p�a�u�s�e�s� �a�t� ���g�r�a� �w�h�e�r�e� �h�e� �b�i�d�s� �f�a�r�e�w�e�l�l� �t�o� �t�w�o

�l�a�d�i�e�s� �o�f� �h�i�s� �c�o�u�r�t�,� �F�a�k�h�r�-�i�-�j�a�h���n� �B�e�g�+�m� �a�n�d� �K�h�a�d�+�j�a�-�S�u�l���n� �B�e�g�+�m�,� �s�e�t�t�i�n�g

the stage for movement towards consolidating power in the region. His
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travels include stops for prayers and dining on unpalatable food,

�e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �h�a�r�d�s�h�i�p�s� �o�f� �h�i�s� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y�.� �H�e� �a�r�r�i�v�e�s� �a�t� �G�k���l�+���r�,� �a� �f�o�r�t� �o�f

�s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�c�e�,� �a�n�d� �b�e�g�i�n�s� �i�n�s�p�e�c�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �R���j�a�s�'� �p�a�l�a�c�e�s�,� �n�o�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e�i�r

architectural feats.

�A�r�c�h�i�t�e�c�t�u�r�a�l� �E�n�d�e�a�v�o�r�s� �i�n� �D�k�l�p�k�r� �(�S�e�p�.� �2�2�-�2�3�,� �1�5�2�8�)  

�B���b�u�r� �o�v�e�r�s�e�e�s� �c�o�n�s�t�r�u�c�t�i�o�n� �p�r�o�j�e�c�t�s� �i�n� �D�k�l�p�k�r�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �w�e�l�l� �a�n�d� �r�e�s�e�r�v�o�i�r

developments. This engagement reveals his administrative desires to

improve infrastructure and manage water resources for sustenance in his

expanding empire.

Engagement with Local Rulers (Sep. 29, 1528)  

�B���b�u�r� �n�e�g�o�t�i�a�t�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �e�m�i�s�s�a�r�i�e�s� �f�r�o�m� �R���n��� �S�a�n�g���’�s� �f�a�m�i�l�y�,� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�i�n�g

the complex dynamics as local powers seek to establish connections through

�s�u�b�m�i�s�s�i�o�n�.� �T�h�i�s� �i�s� �c�r�i�t�i�c�a�l� �i�n� �u�n�d�e�r�l�i�n�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�y� �o�f� �s�e�c�u�r�i�n�g

loyalty from regional leaders, emphasizing diplomacy alongside military

strategy.

�E�x�p�l�o�r�a�t�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �G�k���l�+���r�’�s� �F�o�r�t�i�f�i�c�a�t�i�o�n�s� �(�S�e�p�.� �2�7�-�2�8�,� �1�5�2�8�)  

�B���b�u�r�’�s� �a�d�m�i�r�a�t�i�o�n� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �s�t�r�o�n�g�h�o�l�d�'�s� �a�r�c�h�i�t�e�c�t�u�r�e� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�e�s� �h�i�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c

mindset, aware of the importance of well-fortified locations. His evaluations
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of local gardens and fortifications push the narrative of his intentions to

blend into local aesthetics and improve defenses.

Political Maneuvering (Oct. 19-20, 1528)  

�M�e�s�s�a�g�i�n�g� �a�n�d� �e�n�v�o�y� �e�x�c�h�a�n�g�e�s� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �v�a�r�i�o�u�s� �r�e�g�i�o�n�a�l

powers indicate his efforts to stabilize his governance through diplomacy.

�B���b�u�r�’�s� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e� �u�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �o�f� �l�o�c�a�l� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�s� �i�s� �e�x�e�m�p�l�i�f�i�e�d� �a�s� �h�e

navigates complex affiliations and allegiances to strengthen his grip on

power.

Royal Letters and Troop Movements (Nov. 4-11, 1528)  

�B���b�u�r� �s�e�n�d�s� �r�o�y�a�l� �l�e�t�t�e�r�s� �t�o� �a�l�l�i�e�s� �a�n�d� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s� �i�n� �K�h�u�r���s���n�,� �r�e�v�e�a�l�i�n�g� �a

proactive approach to maintain relations with his kin and secure military

support. These correspondences emphasize the imperial ambition and his

strategies to direct resources effectively for impending conflicts.

Campaign Preparations (Dec. 12-22, 1528)  

�A�s� �B���b�u�r� �p�r�e�p�a�r�e�s� �f�o�r� �a�c�t�i�v�e� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�s�,� �h�i�s� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�c� �a�d�v�a�n�c�e�m�e�n�t�s

show meticulous planning and assessment of troop readiness. The selection

process for commanders indicates a shift toward more aggressive military

strategies, while the descriptions of the region’s geographical challenges
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showcase his adaptability as a leader.

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �R�e�t�u�r�n� �t�o� ���g�r�a� �(�J�u�n� �2�1�-�2�4�,� �1�5�2�9�)  

�T�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y� �i�s� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �i�n� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e

logistical and administrative challenges faced during the transition back to

the capital. His interactions with local populations and dignitaries upon

returning integrate the themes of authority, respect, and governance.

Final Evaluations and Legacy (Various Dates, 1529)  

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �m�e�n�t�i�o�n�e�d� �p�e�r�i�o�d�s�,� �B���b�u�r� �b�a�l�a�n�c�e�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �t�a�c�t�i�c�s� �w�i�t�h

cultural engagements, portraying a ruler who understands the necessity of

both warfare and the nurturing of relationships within his realm. His

correspondences, stewardship over construction projects, and strong military

strategies present a multipartite view of governance during his reign,

solidifying his legacy as a formidable yet commendable emperor. The

summarization concludes with ongoing political intrigues and military

developments, setting the stage for potential conflicts with regional

adversaries and showcasing the complexities of leadership in an expansive

empire.

This condensed chapter overview forms a fluid narrative, highlighting

�B���b�u�r�’�s� �m�u�l�t�i�f�a�c�e�t�e�d� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p� �a�p�p�r�o�a�c�h� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �e�v�e�n�t�s� �o�f� �t�h�e
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specified period.
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Chapter 24: 936 to 937 AH—1529 to 1530 AD

### Summary of the Translator's Note on the Gap in the Historical Record

� �R�e�g�a�r�d�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r� �(�9�3�6�-�9�3�7� �A�H� �/� �1�5�2�9�-�1�5�3�0� �A�D�)

The Translator's Note highlights a notable gap in the historical accounts of

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �l�i�f�e� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�e�r�i�o�d� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n� �M�u�%�a�r�r�a�m� �3�r�d�,� �9�3�6� �A�H� �(�S�e�p�t�e�m�b�e�r

�7�,� �1�5�2�9� �A�D�)�,� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �d�e�a�t�h� �o�n� �J�u�m���d�a� �I�.� �6�t�h�,� �9�3�7� �A�H� �(�D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �2�6�,� �1�5�3�0

AD). This missing timeframe, spanning approximately 15 months, poses

challenges for historians seeking to piece together events.

#### Sources and Accounts

The limited surviving sources include:

1. �$�a�i�d�a�r� �M�+�r�z���'�s� �T���r�+�k�h�-�i�-�r�a�s�h�+�d�+: Written about 12 years after

� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �d�e�a�t�h�,� �t�h�i�s� �b�i�o�g�r�a�p�h�y� �p�r�o�v�i�d�e�s� �i�n�s�i�g�h�t�s� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �s�o�c�i�o�-�p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l

�l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e�,� �e�s�p�e�c�i�a�l�l�y� �r�e�g�a�r�d�i�n�g� �B�a�d�a�k�h�s�h���n�.

   

2. �G�u�l�-�b�a�d�a�n� �B�e�g�+�m�'�s� �H�u�m���y�k�n�-�n���m�a: Compiled 57 years

 posthumously and focusing on royal family affairs, this chronicle offers

�p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l� �m�e�m�o�r�i�e�s� �a�n�d� �d�e�t�a�i�l�s� �a�b�o�u�t� �B���b�u�r� �a�n�d� �H�u�m���y�k�n�.

3. �A�k�b�a�r�-�n���m�a: Compiled later, it uses various sources, though it lacks

 detailed accounts of public events during the noted period.
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4. �A�%�m�a�d�-�i�-�y���d�g���r�’�s� �T���r�+�k�h�-�i�-�s�a�l���t�+�n�-�i�-�a�f���g�h�a�n�a: Contains a

� �n�o�t�e�w�o�r�t�h�y� �i�n�t�e�r�p�o�l�a�t�i�o�n� �d�e�t�a�i�l�i�n�g� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �e�x�p�e�d�i�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �L���h�o�r� �a�n�d� �a

�p�u�n�i�t�i�v�e� �m�i�s�s�i�o�n� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �a� �R���j�p�k�t�.

5. �T���r�+�k�h�-�i�-�f�i�r�i�s�h�t�a: Offers some biographical data but contributes

 minimally to the events of 936-937 AH.

�D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �t�h�i�s� �s�c�a�r�c�i�t�y�,� �s�c�h�o�l�a�r�s� �g�l�e�a�n� �u�s�e�f�u�l� �i�n�s�i�g�h�t�s� �o�n� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y� �a�n�d

political engagements, familial relationships, and the challenges posed by

�f�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �l�i�k�e� �t�h�e� �K�h�w���j�a� �M�u�q�+�m� �H�a�r���w�+�.

#### Important Events and Their Implications

�A�r�r�i�v�a�l� �o�f� �H�u�m���y�k�n�:� �E�a�r�l�y� �i�n� �9�3�6� �A�H�,� �H�u�m���y�k�n�'�s� �a�r�r�i�v�a�l� �i�n� ���g�r�a

� �u�n�w�a�r�r�a�n�t�e�d� �b�y� �B���b�u�r� �s�u�g�g�e�s�t�e�d� �f�a�m�i�l�i�a�l� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�c�e� �o�f

�r�o�y�a�l� �l�i�n�e�a�g�e�,� �p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �i�n� �r�e�l�a�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�h�i�p� �d�y�n�a�m�i�c�s� �a�s� �B���b�u�r� �f�a�c�e�d

vulnerability due to health issues.

Military Maneuvers�:� �H�u�m���y�k�n�'�s� �d�e�p�a�r�t�u�r�e� �f�r�o�m� �Q�i�l�a�‘�-�i�-�z�a�f�a�r� �t�o� �j�o�i�n

 his father raised concerns among local chiefs about the Auzbeg threat,

�s�h�o�w�c�a�s�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�c�a�r�i�o�u�s�n�e�s�s� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �h�o�l�d� �i�n� �t�h�e� �r�e�g�i�o�n� �a�s� �e�x�t�e�r�n�a�l

pressures mounted.

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �H�e�a�l�t�h� �a�n�d� �S�e�l�f�-�S�a�c�r�i�f�i�c�e�:� �N�e�a�r� �t�h�e� �e�n�d� �o�f� �t�h�i�s� �p�e�r�i�o�d�,� �B���b�u�r

 performed a spiritual intercession ritual, believed to offer his life to save
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�H�u�m���y�k�n�’�s� �i�n� �t�h�e� �f�a�c�e� �o�f� �i�l�l�n�e�s�s�.� �T�h�i�s� �a�c�t� �s�y�m�b�o�l�i�z�e�d� �d�e�e�p� �f�a�m�i�l�i�a�l� �l�o�y�a�l�t�y

�a�n�d� �f�o�r�e�s�h�a�d�o�w�e�d� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �e�v�e�n�t�u�a�l� �d�e�m�i�s�e� �s�h�o�r�t�l�y� �t�h�e�r�e�a�f�t�e�r�.

Rumors of Succession Plans: Speculation surfaced regarding the

� �p�o�t�e�n�t�i�a�l� �o�u�s�t�i�n�g� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�’�s� �s�o�n�s� �i�n� �f�a�v�o�r� �o�f� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t�i�n�g� �a� �s�o�n�-�i�n�-�l�a�w� �f�o�r

leadership, indicative of court intrigue and the fluctuating loyalties that

characterized political maneuvering in the context of succession.

#### Conclusion

�T�h�e� �f�i�n�a�l� �m�o�n�t�h�s� �o�f� �B���b�u�r�'�s� �l�i�f�e� �a�r�e� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �b�y� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �f�a�m�i�l�i�a�l� �a�n�d

�p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �d�e�c�i�s�i�o�n�s�,� �c�u�l�m�i�n�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �t�h�e� �t�r�a�n�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �p�o�w�e�r� �t�o� �H�u�m���y�k�n�.

�B���b�u�r�'�s� �f�i�n�a�l� �w�i�s�h�e�s� �a�n�d� �h�i�s� �s�e�l�f�-�s�u�r�r�e�n�d�e�r� �s�h�a�p�e�d� �t�h�e� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�i�o�n� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e�,

reinforcing themes of duty, sacrifice, and the inherent complexities of ruling

families. His last days ushered in a new chapter for the Mughal Empire,

impacting subsequent histories.
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