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About the book

In "Biblical Theology," Nick Roark invites readers on a transformative

journey through the Scriptures, revealing the cohesive narrative that unfolds

from Genesis to Revelation—a grand story of God’s redemptive work in

human history. This insightful exploration emphasizes not just isolated

verses, but the overarching themes and connections that bind the biblical text

together, illuminating the character of God, the nature of humanity, and the

promise of salvation. Through careful exegesis and theological reflection,

Roark equips readers with the tools to understand the Bible as one unified

story, challenging them to not only deepen their knowledge but also to apply

these truths to their own lives and communities. Join Roark in this

compelling study and discover how the richness of biblical theology can

transform your understanding of Scripture and invigorate your faith.
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About the author

Nick Roark is an esteemed theologian and pastor known for his insightful

contributions to biblical theology, particularly within the context of the

Reformed tradition. With a strong academic background, Roark earned his

degrees from respected institutions, equipping him with a deep

understanding of Scripture and its application to contemporary faith. He has

served in various pastoral roles and is committed to equipping believers to

grasp the overarching narrative of the Bible, making complex theological

concepts accessible and relevant. Roark is also an advocate for the local

church, believing that sound doctrine is essential for spiritual growth and

community vitality.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1 The Need for Biblical Theology

### Chapter Summary: The Need for Biblical Theology

#### Understanding the Point of the Story

The chapter opens with a personal anecdote from Nick about his childhood

fascination with C.S. Lewis's *The Chronicles of Narnia*, which he initially

enjoyed without grasping its deeper Christian themes. Through this

experience, Nick highlights a critical issue: readers can sometimes become

so absorbed in the details of a narrative that they overlook its main message. 

This notion applies to the Bible, which consists of a diverse collection of

literary forms—ranging from poetry and songs to historical narratives and

apocalyptic literature—yet ultimately conveys a cohesive story about God's

redemptive work throughout history. Composed of 66 books written by

multiple authors inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Bible aims to reveal God's

character and His plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. Nick emphasizes

that knowing Jesus is the key to unlocking the Bible's true significance—He

is the central figure from Genesis to Revelation.

Jesus himself affirms this in Luke 24:44-49, where He explains that the

entirety of the Old Testament conveys messages about Him. Understanding
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this is pivotal for Christian readers, as it sets the framework for interpreting

Scripture correctly, positioning Jesus as the focal point of the biblical

narrative.

Nick further elaborates on the discipline of biblical theology, which provides

essential tools for reading and interpreting the Bible effectively. He outlines

several functions of biblical theology:

1. Clarifying Purpose: It emphasizes that the Bible should not be viewed

 as a collection of disparate stories or moral lessons. Instead, it serves as a

unified narrative revealing God’s nature and His ultimate plan for humanity

through Jesus.

2. Guiding the Church: A comprehensive understanding of Scripture

 fosters accurate teaching and protects the church from false doctrines,

ensuring that the true gospel remains central to its mission of outreach and

discipleship.

3. Evangelistic Outreach: Biblical theology equips believers to share the

 gospel by framing evangelism within the broader context of creation, fall,

and redemption, highlighting God’s ongoing work in history.

4. Teaching Correctly: Adhering to Jesus’s interpretative key ensures

 that any teaching derived from the Bible accurately portrays its central
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message about Christ.

#### When Churches Miss the Point

The chapter also addresses common pitfalls that arise when churches

misinterpret the Bible’s message, leading to the development of erroneous

gospels and misguided church missions. Nick provides examples:

- The Prosperity-Gospel Church: Jonathan and Rebekah exemplify

 individuals who focus on scriptural promises of material abundance without

recognizing the full narrative context of the Bible, leading to a distorted

view of faith as a means to attain wealth.

- The Civil-Gospel Church: Here, individuals interpret America as a

 new Israel chosen by God, conflating national identity with Christian faith

and promoting a misguided sense of societal morality as the cornerstone of

blessing.

- The Soup-Kitchen Church: John's church focuses on social justice,

 emphasizing action over faith. While the church’s mission to help the poor

is commendable, it risks losing sight of the gospel’s foundation and reducing

Christianity to mere moral activism.

- The Immorality-Affirming Church: Cynthia’s struggle with
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 reconciling her beliefs with those of LGBTQ+ individuals highlights how

selective biblical interpretations can conflict with the overarching narrative

of God's design for sexuality and marriage.

In conclusion, the chapter emphasizes the critical need for biblical theology

as a framework to accurately understand Scripture and the central role of

Jesus in the Christian faith. It sets the stage for the subsequent exploration of

what biblical theology entails, affirming its necessity in guiding believers

toward a deeper understanding of the Bible’s unified narrative and God’s

plan for redemption.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2 What Is Biblical Theology?

### Chapter 2: What is Biblical Theology? Following the Map of Scripture

 Straight to Jesus

In this chapter, Nick shares his own struggles with navigation, using this

analogy to introduce the concept of biblical theology as a guiding map for

understanding Scripture. Just as a map provides direction, biblical theology

helps readers grasp the overarching narrative of the Bible, focusing on Jesus

Christ as the central figure and main point.

#### The Greatest Bible Study Ever

To illustrate his point, Nick references a powerful moment from Luke 24,

where two disciples encounter the resurrected Jesus on their way to

Emmaus. Initially unaware of who he is, they recount the recent events

surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus then rebukes them for their

lack of understanding, explaining that his suffering and glory were foretold

by the prophets. He methodically reveals how the entire Old Testament,

encompassing the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings, points to him,

affirming that the narrative of Scripture revolves around his life, death, and

resurrection.

This profound encounter establishes that the Bible is fundamentally about
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Jesus and his mission to bring forgiveness and redemption to all nations.

Understanding this is crucial, as it changes how one reads both the Old and

New Testaments, which together tell a cohesive story of God's plan through

Christ.

#### Defining Biblical Theology

Nick then clarifies the term “biblical theology.” While systematic theology

addresses key topics like God, sin, and salvation, biblical theology offers a

holistic view of the Scriptures as a unified story authored by God that

culminates in Jesus Christ. It serves to connect each part of the Bible to the

central narrative, reaffirming that the real hero is Jesus.

He emphasizes that biblical theology is essential for the Church, historically

practiced by early Christians like Paul, who communicated to the Bereans

that understanding Scripture is not the domain of only the learned but is a

responsibility for all believers. This practice is rooted in careful, prayerful

reading of Scripture, allowing individuals to seek God’s intended message as

they explore the Bible’s diverse genres and narratives.

#### The Task of Biblical Theology

Acknowledging the difficulty of stitching together the Bible's various parts,

Nick reassures readers that this task is achievable because all Scripture is
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inspired by God. He highlights the unity of the Bible, not just as disparate

texts but as a single work revealing God's overarching purpose. Each biblical

book can be likened to a star, and through biblical theology, one can step

back to see these stars forming a coherent constellation—Jesus Christ stands

at the center of this divine narrative.

#### The Purpose of Biblical Theology

As he concludes, Nick stresses that biblical theology is a communal

endeavor meant for all within the Church. It invites believers to explore the

Scriptures deeply, revealing the consistent focus on Jesus throughout the

biblical texts. Paul’s teaching, that all things hold together in Christ,

encapsulates the heart of biblical theology.

This chapter ultimately asserts that the study of biblical theology opens

hearts and minds to recognize Jesus in all of Scripture, enhancing the love

and devotion of believers. It invites readers to engage with the Bible as a

map that leads directly to Jesus, emphasizing that understanding this

narrative is vital for grasping who Jesus is and the identity of his Church.

In summary, biblical theology understands the Scriptures as interconnected

with Jesus as the focal point of all narratives, guiding believers toward the

truth of resurrection and redemption.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Understanding the Bible as a unified narrative centered on

Jesus

Critical Interpretation: Imagine holding a map that leads you straight

to a treasure – that’s what the concept of biblical theology offers you.

When you realize that every story, prophecy, and teaching in the Bible

is intricately woven together to reveal who Jesus is, your entire

approach to Scripture transforms. You’re no longer merely reading

isolated tales; instead, you discover a grand story of redemption that

has been unfolding since the dawn of time. This perspective inspires

you to engage deeply with God's Word, knowing that each passage

provides intimate insights into the character of Jesus and his mission

for humanity. Embracing this narrative not only deepens your faith but

also empowers you to share that love and knowledge with others,

becoming a part of the ongoing story of grace and salvation.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3 What Is the Bible’s Big Story?
Part 1

Chapter 3 Summary: The Bible’s Big Story

The overarching narrative of the Bible reveals the majestic story of God, the

King, who reigns over all creation. It begins with God as the sovereign

Creator, who exists eternally as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ruling over a

good world designed for a unique relationship with humanity. In Genesis,

this good beginning is encapsulated in God's creation of humanity in His

image, granting them dominion over the earth, and establishing a covenantal

relationship with Adam and Eve. This covenant, though unspoken, affirms

that obedience leads to blessing while disobedience results in curse (Genesis

1-2).

However, the tranquility of Eden is shattered in Genesis 3, when the serpent,

representing Satan, deceives Eve into disobeying God's command. Adam

and Eve's failure leads to humanity's fall and the introduction of sin, death,

and exile from God's presence. Yet, even in judgment, God offers hope

through a promise: the seed of the woman will ultimately defeat the serpent

(Genesis 3:15).

As sin proliferates, God observes rampant wickedness (Genesis 6). He
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judges the world through a flood, but shows mercy to Noah, establishing a

covenant that secures the future of creation (Genesis 9). Despite this

covenant, humanity persists in rebellion, culminating in God choosing

Abraham to father a great nation through whom He would bless the world

(Genesis 12). Amidst challenges, such as Abraham’s age, his faith is

credited as righteousness. God’s promises extend through Abraham’s

lineage, including the prophetic hope of a future king from the line of Judah

(Genesis 49).

Subsequently, the descendants of Israel multiply in Egypt but face cruel

oppression under Pharaoh. God hears their cries and raises Moses to deliver

His people, an act that echoes His continual desire for a relationship with

humanity and foreshadows salvation through Christ (Exodus 1-2).

After their liberation from Egypt and receiving the Law at Sinai, Israel,

called God’s firstborn son, enters covenant with Him, tasked to be His holy

nation. Yet, they disobey, leading to a forty-year wilderness journey filled

with divine provision but marked by faithlessness. Moses foresees their

continued rebellion and the need for a transformative heart change.

As Israel finally enters the Promised Land under Joshua, their hearts remain

prone to idolatry, demonstrating that even in the land of promise, sin

persists. Eventually, they demand a human king, which leads to God's

selection of David, who receives a covenant promise of an everlasting
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dynasty (2 Samuel 7). David’s reign signifies hope, but the failure of

subsequent kings, particularly Solomon, leads to the nation’s division and

eventual exile as God enforces judgment.

Despite the bleak circumstances of exile, the prophets bring messages of

hope, affirming God’s faithfulness and the promise of a return and a new

covenant that would be written on the hearts of His people (Jeremiah 31).

They look forward to a future messenger, a servant from David’s line, who

would bring salvation not only for Israel but for all nations, highlighting

God’s relentless pursuit of redemption.

This narrative arc, connecting creation, covenant, sin, judgment, and the

promise of salvation, designs a framework that ultimately points to Jesus

Christ, the fulfillment of all God’s promises—a king who would restore

creation and establish God’s eternal kingdom. The chapter reinforces the

continuity of God’s redemptive plan, from the beginning until the

culmination in the New Testament, emphasizing the centrality of Christ in

the story of Scripture.
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Chapter 4: 4 What Is the Bible’s Big Story? Part 2

### Chapter Summary: The Bible's Big Story - Part 2: The King Arrives

#### The Arrival of the Long-Awaited King

The narrative unfolds with the arrival of Jesus, the promised King, as

foretold in prophecy. This pivotal moment in history signifies the Light of

the world entering a period of darkness (referencing John 1:9). Jesus,

described as the eternal Word who became flesh (John 1:14), came to fulfill

God’s promises and establish a connection with humanity. His lineage traces

back to King David and Abraham, emphasizing his rightful claim to the

throne (Matthew 1:1). Furthermore, his birth to a virgin fulfills Isaiah's

prophecy, introducing Him as Immanuel, meaning "God with us" (Matthew

1:22-23).

Jesus's incarnation marks the incredible transition of the infinite God

becoming an infant and later a man who came to save his people from sin

(Matthew 1:21). He is depicted as the perfect son who honors God,

contrasting with figures like Adam and Israel who faltered. Following his

baptism, where God's Spirit endowed him, Jesus faces temptation from

Satan in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-2). Unlike his predecessors, He triumphs

by relying on God’s Word, confirming His identity as the faithful Son.
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#### The King’s Ministry

Jesus's ministry commences with the proclamation of the Kingdom of God

and a call to repentance (Mark 1:15). Through miracles and acts of

compassion, He reveals God’s power, echoing the prophetic declaration of

Moses (Deut. 18:15). Jesus performs remarkable deeds, such as healing the

sick and feeding thousands, yet His kingdom defies earthly expectations

(John 18:36). The narrative foreshadows the rejection and betrayal He will

face, leading to His eventual crucifixion.

#### The King Suffers and Saves

In fulfilling God’s redemptive plan, Jesus does not circumvent suffering;

rather, His path ends at the cross. Here, He embodies the suffering servant

prophesied in scripture, taking upon Himself the sins of humanity (Genesis

3:15). His death is that of a sacrificial Lamb, fulfilling the requirements of

the Old Testament sacrificial system (John 1:29). Despite His anguish, as

expressed in His cry of abandonment (Matthew 27:46), this sacrifice

institutes a new covenant, bringing forgiveness and redemption.

Following His death, the miraculous event of the resurrection confirms

Jesus's divine authority and His victory over death, showcasing the promise

of new creation (Matthew 28:5-7). He commissions His disciples to spread

this good news, commanding them to make disciples of all nations (Matthew

28:18-20).
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#### The King Sends

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, believers are called to embrace Jesus’s

commission and serve as His witnesses across the globe. This includes

fostering local churches as embassies of His kingdom. The apostles,

particularly Peter and Paul, boldly proclaim the resurrection of King Jesus,

resulting in thousands turning to Him amid persecution. The history of the

early church underscores the unstoppable progress of the gospel, fulfilling

God’s promise to bless all nations (Acts 1:8).

#### The King Reigns

The letters in the New Testament guide followers in living faithfully under

Jesus’s reign, building on the truth of His identity and sacrificial love. Paul

emphasizes the importance of understanding who Christ is and what He has

accomplished for believers, urging them to walk in obedience (Colossians

1:15-17).

Amid trials, believers are called to find hope in the promised future glory (1

Peter 1:3-9), maintaining a perspective of faith and perseverance. The

tension of living in the "now and not yet" is crucial for understanding the

Christian life, as followers await the complete establishment of Jesus's

kingdom.

#### The King Returns

The Scripture culminates with the promise of King Jesus’s return, which
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signifies judgment for the unrepentant and hope for those who trust in Him.

This anticipated return heralds the ultimate restoration of creation, where

righteousness will dwell in the new heavens and new earth (2 Peter 3:13).

The biblical narrative concludes with a vision of redeemed believers,

praising Jesus—the Lamb who was slain—within the fullness of God’s

presence.

Through understanding this overarching story, believers grasp the

significance of Jesus’s reign and the call to live in light of His eternal

kingdom, anticipating the glorious return of their King. As they advocate for

the gospel, they embody the theological truths that bind the entire narrative

and their own lives in faithful obedience.

---

This summary weaves the primary themes and developments from the

chapters into a cohesive narrative while providing essential context about

key figures and concepts for clearer understanding.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5 Biblical Theology Shapes a
Church’s Teaching

### Chapter 5: Biblical Theology Shapes a Church’s Teaching

In the heart of the local church, where the story of Scripture revolves around

Christ the King, understanding biblical theology is crucial for those tasked

with preaching and teaching. This chapter explores how biblical theology

serves as a guard and guide, aids in the responsible handling of God’s Word,

and offers practical tools for teachers to apply in their ministries.

#### Biblical Theology as Guard and Guide

Biblical theology helps instructors navigate the complexities of biblical

interpretation, offering a defense against two prevalent issues: proof-texting

and moralism.

1. Preaching Christ Instead of Proof-Texting

Proof-texting occurs when a teacher extracts verses to support a

predetermined viewpoint, often ignoring the broader context. This practice

misrepresents Scripture and fails to honor the original intent of the author.
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Paul admonishes teachers in 1 Peter 4:11 to proclaim God’s Word

accurately, stressing the significance of rightly handling the Scriptures as

outlined in 2 Timothy 2:15.

To combat proof-texting, teachers are encouraged to immerse themselves in

the overarching narrative of Scripture, which culminates in Jesus Christ.

This comprehensive understanding enables them to present Christ

consistently throughout the Bible, including often neglected texts like

Leviticus. For instance, Leviticus 13–15 addresses laws regarding cleansing

and demonstrates Israel's need to maintain holiness to dwell in God's

presence. By recognizing these themes, teachers can connect such texts to

Christ's ministry, who, unlike the unclean, brings cleansing and restoration.

2. Preaching Jesus Instead of Moralism

Moralism, which glorifies character traits without pointing to the gospel,

reduces Scripture to behavioral lessons. The call for pastors is to proclaim

Christ – all Scriptures point to Him as the source of salvation (2 Timothy

3:15). For example, rather than presenting David's fight against Goliath

solely as a lesson in bravery, teachers should highlight Jesus as the ultimate

champion who conquers sin and death on behalf of His people.

In passages like Samson’s story, teachers should recognize that his failures
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reflect Israel's broader need for a savior rather than serve as mere cautionary

tales. By zooming out to view their stories within the entire narrative arc of

the Bible, teachers can reveal how the flawed characters long for the perfect

fulfillment embodied in Christ.

#### Practical Tools and Next Steps for Teaching

To effectively apply biblical theology in teaching, instructors can utilize two

categories of tools: study tools and storyline tools.

Study Tools (Zooming In)

1. Context: Interpreting a passage within its historical and literary

 context is essential. One must ask who authored the text, its original

audience, and the context in which it was written. For instance, knowing that

Lamentations follows the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem alters its

application.

2. Covenant: Understanding the biblical covenants illuminates how

 God's redemptive plan progresses, allowing for a correct interpretation of

passages in relation to these covenants.

Storyline Tools (Zooming Out)
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3. Canon: Recognizing that Scripture interprets Scripture involves

 identifying connections between your passage and the broader biblical

narrative. This can include themes, prophecies, typologies, and how

promises are fulfilled in Christ.

4. Character of God: Each text reveals something about God's nature,

 and understanding this enriches the teaching. For instance, exploring

attributes such as God's mercy or sovereignty can anchor lessons in God's

character.

5. Christ: Finally, each passage should be examined regarding its

 relationship to Christ. The emphasis is on identifying how the passage

reveals Jesus, His works, and how it calls for a response to the gospel.

#### Conclusion

In sum, biblical theology is a transformative tool for the teaching ministry of

the local church. It invites teachers to explore the Scriptures profoundly,

ensuring that Christ remains at the center of every lesson. By embodying

these theological principles and utilizing the interpretive tools outlined in

this chapter, teachers can faithfully guide their congregations to understand,

love, and serve Jesus as revealed in all of Scripture.



Section Summary

Chapter Title Chapter 5: Biblical Theology Shapes a Church’s Teaching

Importance
of Biblical
Theology

Crucial for preaching and teaching in the church, providing guidance
and safeguards against misinterpretation.

Guard and
Guide

Helps teachers navigate biblical interpretation, protecting against
proof-texting and moralism.

Proof-Texting
Misrepresents Scripture by taking verses out of context. Teachers
should proclaim God’s Word accurately by understanding the overall
narrative centered on Christ.

Moralism Focus on behavior without linking to the gospel. Teachers should
emphasize Christ and salvation through Scripture.

Practical
Teaching
Tools

Two categories:
      
        Study Tools (Zooming In): Context and Covenant
        Storyline Tools (Zooming Out): Canon, Character of God, and
Christ
      
    

Conclusion
Encourages profound exploration of Scriptures, ensuring Christ remains
central to teaching and fostering deeper understanding and response to
the gospel.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Preaching Christ Instead of Proof-Texting

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the pulpit, ready to share a

message that could impact lives profoundly. The key takeaway here is

to always preach Christ, rather than falling into the trap of

proof-texting. This means that when you open the Bible, you’re not

just searching for isolated verses to support a personal agenda; instead,

you’re engaging with the entire narrative that points to Jesus, the

ultimate fulfillment of Scripture. This approach not only enriches your

understanding but also transforms your teaching into a powerful

testament of the Gospel. By grounding your messages in the

overarching story of redemption, you encourage others to see Christ as

central in their own lives, inspiring them to pursue holiness and a

deeper relationship with God, seeing how every part of the Bible

speaks to the beauty of the Savior.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6 Biblical Theology Shapes a
Church’s Mission

### Chapter 6: Biblical Theology Shapes a Church’s Mission

Overview:  

Biblical theology is essential in understanding the entirety of Scripture,

helping us avoid false interpretations that can lead to false gospels,

misguided churches, and distorted missions. This chapter evaluates different

expressions of the church’s mission through the lens of biblical theology,

reiterating Christ’s role at the center of the biblical narrative.

Prosperity-Gospel Church:  

The prosperity gospel distorts the purpose of Jesus' mission by reducing

faith to a tool for achieving worldly wealth and health, thereby dishonoring

Him. In reality, Scripture teaches that our greatest issue is the eternal

separation from God due to sin, as indicated in John 3:36. Jesus came not to

make us financially prosperous but to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Instead

of focusing on material blessings, the Bible emphasizes the eternal hope we

have in Christ. Believers live in the tension of “already” and “not

yet”—Christ has already achieved victory, but we await His return for the
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full realization of His kingdom. True hope lies in the promise of His return

and the glory it brings (Titus 2:13-14).

Civil-Gospel Church:  

The civil gospel misinterprets biblical promises as applying to nations like

the United States, particularly in relation to 2 Chronicles 7:14. This promise,

directed at Israel, illustrates the conditional relationship between obedience

and divine blessing. Understanding Israel’s unique role as God’s chosen

people clarifies that the church today—not any nation—is called to be His

holy nation (1 Peter 2:9-10). The church’s mission is about proclaiming the

gospel and living faithfully within all nations, rather than attempting to heal

a nation’s moral wounds.

Soup-Kitchen Church:  

While mercy ministries—such as feeding the hungry—are important, they

should never overshadow the church’s primary mission: the proclamation of

the gospel. These ministries provide an opportunity to embody the love of

Christ while addressing spiritual needs. Ultimately, it is the gospel that

meets the most critical human need—salvation from sin and eternal

separation from God (Romans 1:16). The mission of the church is not

merely about meeting physical needs but about leading people to spiritual

fulfillment through Christ.
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Immorality-Affirming Church:  

In contrast to the teachings of Scripture, some churches affirm actions

condemned as sin. This has serious implications for the church’s mission, as

it risks compromising the call for holiness and repentance. The church,

called to be a distinct community, faces opposition for its beliefs (Romans

12:2; 1 John 2:15-17). The mission is not to gain societal approval but to

rejoice in the salvation and transformation that comes through repentance

(Luke 15:10). The church is tasked with urging the world to turn from sin

and pursue Christ alone (Mark 1:15).

Connection Between Biblical Theology and Mission:  

Understanding Scripture's overarching narrative profoundly influences the

church's mission, preaching, and community life. The mission of the church

can be encapsulated in the Great Commission, where Jesus charges His

followers to make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). This dual mission entails

gathering as a body to nurture discipleship through teaching and worship,

and scattering as individuals empowered to share the gospel and live

according to Christ's teachings in daily life. The church’s goal is to

exemplify God’s love both gathered and dispersed, all while looking forward

to the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises when Christ returns. 
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In conclusion, the church is to focus on making and being disciples of Jesus,

living out His mission with the aim of glorifying God until His return.

Section Summary

Overview
Biblical theology is vital for understanding Scripture and
preventing false interpretations that distort missions. This
chapter centers on Christ’s role in the church's mission.

Prosperity-Gospel
Church

The prosperity gospel misrepresents Jesus' mission, focusing on
worldly wealth rather than salvation from sin. True hope lies in
Christ's eternal promise.

Civil-Gospel Church
The civil gospel erroneously applies biblical promises to nations.
The church is God’s chosen people today, tasked with
proclaiming the gospel rather than national healing.

Soup-Kitchen
Church

Mercy ministries are essential but should not overshadow the
church’s main goal—proclaiming the gospel, which is vital for
salvation from sin.

Immorality-Affirming
Church

Some churches incorrectly affirm sinful actions, compromising
holiness. The mission involves urging repentance and pursuing
Christ, not societal approval.

Connection
Between Biblical
Theology and
Mission

The church's mission, articulated in the Great Commission,
involves both gathering for discipleship and scattering to share
the gospel, aiming to glorify God.

Conclusion The church should focus on making and being disciples of
Jesus, living out His mission in anticipation of His return.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The church’s mission is centered on making and being

disciples of Jesus.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine waking up each day with a sense of

purpose driven by the mission to share the love of Christ and make

disciples. This call to action reminds you that your life is part of a

greater narrative, where every encounter offers a chance to reflect

Jesus' teachings and embody His grace. Instead of merely going

through the motions of day-to-day life, you are invited to actively

participate in something eternal—nurturing spiritual growth in

yourself and others, and contributing to the community that Christ

envisioned. By embracing this mission, you not only glorify God

through your actions but also find fulfillment in knowing that you play

a vital role in the transformative journey of faith, both for yourself and

those around you.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Conclusion

CONCLUSION

In reflecting on the beauty that often goes unnoticed in our busy lives, the

author introduces a poignant example from January 12, 2007. On this day,

renowned violinist Joshua Bell performed a stunning impromptu concert in

the Washington, DC, Metro station. Dressed like an ordinary street

performer and accompanied only by a Stradivarius valued at $3.5 million,

Bell played six classical masterpieces over forty-three minutes during the

morning rush hour. Despite the extraordinary artistry on display, only a few

out of nearly 1,100 passersby paused to appreciate the music, illustrating

how easily we can overlook beauty and significance when caught up in our

daily routines.

This scenario serves as a metaphor for how we often approach life,

particularly in our spiritual journeys. Just as the commuters couldn’t find the

time to listen to Bell's remarkable music, we may fail to recognize the

profound truths and beauty present in Scripture. The author, Nick, candidly

admits to experiencing this disconnect, acknowledging that, despite knowing

the value of God’s Word, he sometimes rushes past its splendor without fully

engaging with it. 
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The author expresses hope for readers that, through this book, they may

discover the wonder and privilege of knowing Jesus Christ as revealed in

both the Old and New Testaments. He emphasizes the role of biblical

theology as a transformative framework that guides believers to a deeper

understanding of Jesus, whom he describes as the fountain from which all

blessings flow. The aim is to open eyes and hearts to recognize Christ’s

presence throughout Scripture, much like the disciples who had their eyes

opened on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:31). 

The chapter concludes with a reminder of the prophetic foundation of our

salvation, as articulated by the Apostle Peter. He emphasizes that the

prophecies concerning Christ's sufferings and subsequent glory were written

for the benefit of future generations. Believers today occupy a privileged

position, witnessing the fulfillment of these promises and the grace they

entail. Thus, the call to action is clear: by seeking the Holy Spirit's guidance,

we are encouraged to delve deeply into the Scriptures to uncover the treasure

of glory contained within them.

Finally, the author suggests resources for further exploration of biblical

theology, providing a progressive path for those desiring to deepen their

study and understanding of God's Word, from beginner to advanced levels.

The overarching message of this conclusion is a call to slow down and

attentively embrace the beauty of God's revelation, ensuring that we do not

miss the extraordinary grace and truth offered to us in Scripture.
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Chapter 8: Appendix: Additional Biblical-Theological
Examples

In this appendix, the author, Nick, explores key biblical theology concepts

 through selected Old and New Testament passages, illustrating how a

contextualized understanding enriches scriptural meaning. He emphasizes

the importance of reading passages in their broader narrative frameworks,

facilitating a Christ-centered interpretation.

### Old Testament Examples

1. Blessings and Curses in Deuteronomy 28:1–6  

   Deuteronomy presents Moses outlining the blessings of obedience to God,

promising prosperity in various aspects of life for the Israelites. However,

proponents of the prosperity gospel misinterpret these blessings, suggesting

they guarantee financial and social success simply through obedience. Yet,

the overarching narrative of Deuteronomy reveals Israel's impending

disobedience and idolatry, thus foreshadowing the need for a new covenant.

This new covenant, anticipated by Moses and fulfilled in Christ, provides the

faithful with a hope for blessings despite humanity's essential inability to

achieve complete obedience.

2. God’s Sovereignty in Psalm 47:8  
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   Psalm 47 proclaims God’s royal authority over all nations, inviting all

peoples to praise Him as the supreme King. This reign is juxtaposed with the

sin of nations rebelling against God, which traces its roots to Genesis. The

psalm hints at a future where nations will worship God collectively,

promising a climactic fulfillment in Revelation, where all creation glorifies

Him and the Lamb who redeemed them. 

3. Wisdom in Proverbs 2:1–6  

   Proverbs invites readers, especially God’s sons, to earnestly seek wisdom.

Authored by Solomon, the passage connects to the anticipated wise king

descended from David. This is recognized in the New Testament, where

Jesus embodies wisdom and fulfills Solomon's role. Jesus not only

exemplifies the pursuit of divine wisdom but embodies it, as seen in His

teachings and actions.

### New Testament Examples

4. Jesus Walking on the Sea in Mark 6:45–52  

   This account highlights Jesus' divine authority as He walks on water

toward His struggling disciples, who fail to acknowledge Him and assume

He is a ghost. Mark’s text echoes Old Testament themes of divine presence
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(“passing by”) found in Moses’ encounter with God and Elijah's experience,

signifying Jesus’ identity as the incarnate God. The narrative culminates in

the revelation of Jesus as the divine "I AM," indicating His oneness with

God and emphasizing His role in the disciples' salvation amidst their fears.

5. The Good Shepherd in John 10  

   In His assertion of being the “Good Shepherd,” Jesus contrasts Himself

with false leaders, alluding to Ezekiel 34, which prophesizes the Lord as a

shepherd figure. Jesus fulfills this role as both God and the Davidic king,

emphasizing His divine nature and mission to protect and redeem His flock.

His sacrificial laying down of life stands as the ultimate act of love and

rescue—a fulfillment of the shepherding motif from Scripture.

6. Redemption in Colossians 1:12–14  

   Paul links the deliverance of God's people through Christ to the theme of

the Exodus, framing it as a new exodus from spiritual darkness into light.

This rhetorical move serves to communicate the profound nature of

comprehension of salvation and its impacts. Paul emphasizes thanksgiving

for this redemptive act, warning against complacency and forgetfulness like

that of the Israelites after their own exodus.

Overall, these examples illustrate that biblical texts should be examined
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within their larger theological narratives to grasp their implications fully.

They serve to point to Jesus, the fulfillment of God’s promises and

covenants, highlighting the continuity of God’s redemptive work from the

Old to the New Testament. Nick concludes by exhorting readers to

appreciate their salvation and the necessity of gratitude toward God for His

works, as evident in the biblical storyline.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Notes

### Summary of Chapters

Chapter 3: What Is the Bible’s Big Story? Part 1

In Chapter 3, the author introduces the overarching narrative of the Bible,

which is intricately designed as a story about God’s covenant relationship

with humanity. Central to this narrative is the concept of covenant, a binding

agreement that carries with it promises and obligations both for God and His

people. The author references Paul R. Williamson's work on covenant

theology to illustrate how this theme unfolds throughout Scripture, marking

pivotal moments in the biblical narrative, from creation and fall to

redemption and restoration. The chapter emphasizes that understanding the

Bible's big story helps believers grasp their place within it and the

significance of God's promises.

Chapter 4: What Is the Bible’s Big Story? Part 2

Building on the previous chapter, Chapter 4 delves deeper into the theme of

God's Kingdom, as described in the Bible. The author draws on Graeme
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Goldsworthy’s insights to explain how the Kingdom of God serves as a

central motif linking the Old and New Testaments. This chapter highlights

key events, such as the establishment of Israel as a nation, the prophetic

promises of a coming Messiah, and the fulfillment of those promises in

Jesus Christ. The narrative arc represents a transition from the anticipated

Kingdom in the Old Testament to its inauguration through Christ's ministry,

death, and resurrection, ultimately leading to the hope of the Kingdom's

complete realization in the future.

Chapter 5: Biblical Theology Shapes a Church’s Teaching

In this chapter, the author discusses how a solid understanding of biblical

theology can profoundly shape the teaching practices of a church. By

utilizing an analogy from Andrew Errington, the chapter asserts that just as a

tree bears fruit by drawing on its roots, a church's teaching must be grounded

in the biblical story to flourish. The importance of interpreting Scripture in

light of its covenantal themes is emphasized, as is the need for sound

teaching that navigates the complexities of biblical texts. Sinclair Ferguson's

reflections on the authority of God's word further reinforce the idea that

effective teaching not only informs but transforms the lives of believers,

leading to a deeper connection with the narrative of Scripture.

Chapter 6: Biblical Theology Shapes a Church’s Mission
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In Chapter 6, the author explores how an understanding of biblical theology

influences the mission of the church. Highlighting the dangers of distorted

views, such as the prosperity gospel, the chapter critiques ideologies that

detract from the core message of the Gospel. The author references works by

David W. Jones and Russell S. Woodbridge to illustrate the actual versus

perceived benefits of following Christ. Further, by analyzing Jonathan

Leeman's interpretations of the church's soteriological mission—focusing on

salvation—the chapter emphasizes the necessity of aligning a church’s

mission with biblical teachings. Practical examples, including insights from

Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, offer guidance on how churches can adopt

a deliberate approach to ministry that reflects their theological understanding

and fulfills the Great Commission.

Conclusion

The conclusion draws a poignant analogy from Gene Weingarten’s “Pearls

before Breakfast,” which highlights the often-overlooked beauty present in

everyday life and the need for attentiveness. In parallel, the author suggests

that the story of the Bible offers believers profound truths and insights that

can transform their lives if they choose to engage thoughtfully with its

teachings. This closing thought encourages readers to recognize the riches of
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the biblical narrative and the call to live out its truths within their

communities.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Recommended Resources

### Summary of Biblical Theology Chapters

#### Recommended Resources

To deepen your understanding of biblical theology, you can explore a variety

of resources arranged from beginner to advanced levels:

1. David Helm's "The Big Picture Story Bible" - An engaging

 introduction to the overarching narrative of the Bible.

2. Vaughan Roberts' "God's Big Picture" - A guide to tracing the

 storyline of Scripture.

3. Chris Bruno's "The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses" - A

 concise overview of key biblical themes and events.

4. David Helm's "Expositional Preaching" - Insights into effectively

 communicating Scripture's message today.

As you progress, further readings include works by scholars like Graeme

Goldsworthy and D. A. Carson, which delve deeper into theological

concepts and church implications.

---

#### Additional Biblical-Theological Examples
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1. Deuteronomy 28:1-6 - The Promise of Blessings

Deuteronomy 28 outlines God's covenant with Israel, emphasizing the

connection between obedience and blessings. While prosperity-gospel

interpretations may distort this to imply immediate material wealth through

obedience, a closer examination reveals that Israel's historical disobedience

ultimately led to curses. Moses recognized Israel's inability to uphold the

covenant and pointed to a future hope—a new covenant fulfilled in Christ,

who bore the curses of the law and paved the way for blessings through his

obedience and sacrifice.

2. Psalm 47:8 - God's Kingship

Psalm 47 celebrates the sovereignty of God, urging nations to praise Him as

the Great King. This calls back to the Tower of Babel narrative, illustrating

mankind's rebellion against God's rule. However, Psalm 47 anticipates a

time when the nations will acknowledge God's sovereignty, ultimately

fulfilled in Revelation, where all creation praises the Lamb who sits on the

throne.

3. Proverbs 2:1-6 - The Pursuit of Wisdom

The Wisdom literature, especially in Proverbs, urges the pursuit of
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God-given wisdom. Solomon, a type of the anticipated Messiah, calls his

"sons" to heed wise instruction. This ultimately points to Jesus, who

embodies God's wisdom and fulfills the royal role of leading his people in

righteous living as their Good Shepherd.

4. Mark 6:45-52 - Jesus Walking on Water

In this passage, Jesus walking on water is a demonstration of his divine

authority reminiscent of God’s theophanies in the Old Testament. When

Jesus offers reassurance with "It is I" (echoing God's name "I AM"), it

underscores his identity as the incarnate God. His miracles reveal him as

divine and foreshadow his ultimate revelation on the cross.

5. John 10 - Jesus as the Good Shepherd

In John 10, Jesus identifies himself as the Good Shepherd, echoing Ezekiel

34, which prophesizes God's promise to shepherd his flock. Jesus claims

unity with the Father, provoking strong reactions from his audience. His dual

role as the Good Shepherd and as God himself highlights the fulfillment of

the scriptural prophecies concerning both divine care and leadership.

6. Colossians 1:12-14 - The New Exodus

Paul's reference to the exodus in Colossians articulates the believer's
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transition from darkness to light through Christ, framing Jesus' redemptive

work as a greater Exodus. Just as God delivered Israel from Egypt, He

rescues humanity from spiritual bondage through Christ’s sacrificial act.

This passage encourages gratitude, urging believers to recognize and

respond to God's saving grace, contrasting Israel's historical ingratitude.

---

By examining these passages through the lens of biblical theology, we

uncover a cohesive narrative that showcases God’s redemptive plan

culminating in Christ. Each scripture emphasizes the importance of

covenant, obedience, and the transformative work of Jesus, inviting

believers to grasp the fullness of their identity in Him.
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