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About the book

Nestled in the harsh expanse of the Kenyan desert lies Dadaab, the world’s
largest refugee camp, which stands as both a shadow and a beacon for those
fleeing conflict and persistent turmoil. In "City of Thorns," Ben Rawlence
masterfully illuminates the lives entangled within its boundaries, artfully
weaving an intricate tapestry of human resilience, despair, and unwavering
hope through the stories of nine individuals. Each narrative servesas a
poignant testament to the enduring power and complexity of the human
spirit amidst unimaginable challenges. With compassion and vivid
storytelling, Rawlence takes us beyond the statistics and headlines, inviting
readers to share intimate moments of triumph and sorrow, ultimately urging
us to confront the uncomfortable realities shaping the lives of millions. This
is not merely a chronicle of displacement; it is an invitation to witness the
indomitable courage found in the face of adversity—a must-read for anyone
seeking to understand the intricate tapestry of modern global displacement

and the enduring spirit of humanity.
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About the author

Ben Rawlence is a distinguished writer and researcher celebrated for his
profound insights into the human condition, often focusing on issues
surrounding displacement, migration, and humanitarian crises. Educated at
the London School of Economics and driven by a deep sense of social
justice, Rawlence has dedicated much of his career to capturing the voices
and stories of marginalized communities around the world. As aformer
researcher for Human Rights Watch and a dedicated journalist, his
experiences have taken him to some of the most challenging and
under-reported regions globally, providing him firsthand exposure to the
lives of those he writes about with such poignancy. His critically acclaimed
work, including "City of Thorns," showcases his exceptional ability to

I ntertwine meticul ous research with emotive storytelling, offering readers a
compelling glimpse into the intricate tapestry of human experiencesin the

modern world.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. TheHorn of Africa

The Horn of Africafaced arelentless drought from 2010, with hardly any

rain for two and a half years across Somalia, stretching from Cape
Guardafui to Ethiopia's hills and Kenya's plains. This dry spell disrupted the
lives of nomads and farmers, who watched helplessly as their livestock
weakened and crops failed under the weight of dust. The region's climate
traditionally cycled through three seasons. Hagar (windy season), Jiilaal (dry
season), and Gu (rainy season). However, with the climate's unpredictability,
the once dependable rains of Gu had failed, plunging the region into acycle
of drought and fear of abaar (drought).

Al-Shabaab, the dominant militant group in South-Central Somalia, faced
challenges as the drought rendered the land barren, depriving them of the
resources and taxes to fund their war against what they considered an infidel
government in Mogadishu. Their war effort intensified, absorbing men and
resources, including commandeering meager harvests as ‘ Zakaht’
(contributions for their holy war). Moreover, they banned US-branded food
aid and expelled the World Food Programme, complicating international
efforts to provide humanitarian relief. Meanwhile, US sanctions on
al-Shabaab threatened aid delivery, creating a dire situation compounded by
the threat of pirates.

The dire situation in Somalia became a 'perfect storm' of humanitarian crisis,
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with little international assistance reaching those in need. This catastrophe
unfolded as the ongoing "Battle of Mogadishu" saw al-Shabaab’ s forces
engaging in urban warfare, drawing in all available human and material
resources. The dusty plain, plagued by perpetual Jiilaal-generated twisters,
was a foreboding backdrop for the unfolding tragedy. Estimates of Somalia's
popul ation were uncertain, but between one-third and one-half of the
six-to-eight million people had fled due to the conflict, many finding refuge
in camps like Dadaab.

Despite the surrounding chaos and exodus, some remained in Somalia,
finding solace—or perhaps resignation—in familiar hardships over the
unknown. Guled, one of those who stayed, embodied the spirit of resilience,
as many Somalis adapted to war becoming a customary element of lifein

their homeland.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. Guled

Chapter 2 - Guled

The world's last significant attention on Somalia came in 1993, when two
American Black Hawk helicopters went down in Mogadishu, leading to the
withdrawal of US and UN forces. Around this tumultuous time, Guled was
born near the crash site into a city shredded by ongoing civil war, therelics
of battles forming the playground of his youth. Mogadishu, once adorned
with beautiful architecture and vibrant streets, lay in ruins, reshaped by
conflict. Guled's formative years were etched with survival lessons, as he
adapted to lifein a city constantly ravaged by warlords and shifting power

dynamics.

Guled, a perceptive and resilient young boy with aknack for blending in,
was orphaned in adolescence. He and his sister, along with other
war-displaced children, created a makeshift family, sustained by his sister's
meager income from selling snacks and petrol. While many fled to refugee
camps in neighboring countries, Guled and his sister stayed put, instilled
with a gritty sense of resilience rather than ambition. Soccer and survival
became his main pursuits. However, the rise of the Islamic Courts Union
(ICU) and al-Shabaab added layers of risk. Initially, the ICU seemed to offer

hope, bringing a semblance of peace under sharialaw, but their dominance
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was swiftly shattered by an Ethiopian invasion, funded by the US and other

nations wary of an Islamic government.

Asthe city fell into deeper chaos with recurring clashes between al-Shabaab
and international forces, Guled’ s life intertwined with the attending horrors.
Al-Shabaab’ s enforcement of strict Sharia law included banning soccer,
movies, and Western ideologies. Their punitive justice was meted out in
public spectacles as a demonstration of control. Meanwhile, the cycle of
violence was perpetuated by Ethiopian and later African Union
peacekeeping forces, who, lacking precise intelligence, responded with
indiscriminate shelling. Survival strategies had to be agile and immediate;
Guled often witnessed bombings interrupt his soccer games and
propagandists of jihad attempting to recruit in schools. Despite the
ideological pull and the dire economic realities, Guled steered clear, aided

by his sister's protective presence and his self-claimed lack of dreams.

However, the war's arbitrary cruelty loomed over everyday life. In schools
like Shabelle primary, adult interventions barely blunted the recruitment
drive by al-Shabaab, which intensified as the group targeted educational
institutions, resulting in fatal consequences for those who dared to resist.
The incessant bombardment eventually forced Guled and his sister to flee
deeper into Mogadishu’ s suburbs, joining countless internally displaced
people surviving under makeshift shelters.
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Guled found work as a minibus driver, navigating routes that wove through
territories controlled by al-Shabaab, earning for his household while
observing the hellish landscape of his city from behind the wheel. Driving
between destruction and military checkpoints, he maneuvered both physical
and ideological minefields, showing small acts of kindness to passengers

even at the risk of punishment from al-Shabaab.

In 2010, Guled's routine was threatened when insurgents raided his school to
conscript students as fighters. Despite the climate of fear, teachers at
Shabelle primary strived to maintain normalcy and a sense of community
among the children amidst the chaos. On an October morning, Guled and
several boys were selected by armed men to join al-Shabaab’ s ranks,
marking a stark transformation in hislife. The forces of conflict thus reached
into Guled’ s classroom, extracting him into the tumult of war, illustrating

the relentless grip of strife on Somalia’s youth.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3. Maryam

In Chapter 3, titled "Maryam," the story follows Guled, ayoung Somali boy
who finds himself in adire situation after being kidnapped by al-Shabaab, a
militant group in Somalia. When the blindfold is removed from Guled's
eyes, herealizes heisin acamp surrounded by other fearful youths, under
the command of alight-skinned man who insists they must fight and die for
|slam. The camp, despite its easily scalable fence, is a prison due to the

overwhelming fear of the consequences for any form of defiance.

The chapter provides a glimpse into the challenging yet heartfelt relationship
between Guled and Maryam, a determined and quiet girl who, like Guled,
livesin arefugee settlement on the outskirts of Mogadishu. The settlement,
located in the Afgoye corridor, is a bustling Slum area inhabited by those
fleeing famine and conflict, and it is controlled by al-Shabaab. Despite the
culture's restrictions on male-female interactions, Guled and Maryam
develop a bond on the school bus, sharing moments that strengthen their

affection for one another.

The harsh realities of Somali society are vividly depicted, particularly the
customs surrounding marriage. Due to economic hardships and societal
pressures, many girls marry before the legal age of eighteen. Guled and
Maryam choose to elope, unable to afford the formal betrothal process. They
travel to Woloweyne, the "Las Vegas of Somalia* for eloping couples, and
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marry under atreein abrief ceremony, reflecting their determination to be

together despite societal norms.

However, their marital blissis short-lived as Guled is kidnapped and
conscripted into al-Shabaab. He is assigned to the Hizbat, the al-Shabaab
police force, where he enforces strict rules on public behavior and religious
observance. The chapter highlights Hizbat's mundane duties and
al-Shabaab's complex relationship with modernity. Ironically, while it bans
the internet in Somalia for being too modern, al-Shabaab maintains an active

social media presence.

Guled's duties bring him close to home, and one day during a patrol in the
market, he encounters Maryam again. Their silent interaction underscores
the peril they both face. Despite the danger, Maryam remains silent,
understanding that any acknowledgment could endanger them. With the
camp rife with suspicion and distrust, Guled navigates his captivity with

caution, waiting for an opportunity to escape.

This chance comes unexpectedly when the boys are given afree day. Guled
seizes the opportunity to visit his aunt rather than Maryam to avoid putting
her at risk. Realizing the threat looming over him, Guled decides to escape
to Kenya, hoping to find refuge in the camps. Hisjourney is perilous,
punctuated by bribes and the constant danger of being recaptured or
extorted.
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With hisinstincts honed by yearsin a conflict zone, Guled navigates the
treacherous path to safety, finally reaching the sprawling refugee campsin
Kenya. His story highlights the personal cost of war, the loss of innocence,
and the perpetual struggle to find peace amidst chaos. As Guled settles into
the refugee camp, he becomes the newest resident in this large, makeshift
city, yearning for a semblance of normalcy and thinking of Maryam as he

twists the wedding ring on his finger.
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Chapter 4: 4. Ifo

In chapter four titled "1fo," the protagonist, Guled, awakens on the sandy
floor of a garage, surrounded by the grim reality of the refugee camps near
Dadaab, Kenya. His immediate goals are to locate his friend Noor in the Ifo
camp and to contact his family in Somalia, who might be in peril due to
al-Shabaab, an extremist group known for its violence in the region.
Strapped for cash, Guled embarks on ajourney to Ifo, revealing the

complexities and struggles of life within these sprawling camps.

As dawn breaks, Guled observes the bustling scene around him—men
engaging in morning routines, businessmen deep in conversation, and
throngs of young people vying for distraction, all in the southernmost camp
of Hagadera. Originally intended for 30,000 people, this camp now shelters
over 100,000. Guled isinformed that other camps, Dagahaley and Ifo, are
located fifteen miles to the north, beyond Dadaab town. Without the means
to make an expensive international call, he sets out on a minibus toward Ifo,
navigating checkpoints and the fortified administrative centers of the UN

and the World Food Programme.

Dadaab town emerges as arelic of colonial infrastructure, its proximity to
the border underscoring the plight of those displaced by conflict. Here, the
Kenyan authorities exert afirm grip, monitoring movement while

demonstrating indifference toward genuine refugee struggles. Guled's
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journey through dusty roads and checkpoints offers an unvarnished view of
the bureaucratic machinery behind the camps, with aid organizations

running efficient yet impersonal operations that sustain this teeming "city."

Upon reaching Ifo, Guled is struck by the camp's vastness and
infrastructure—afootball pitch, awater tank from the original borehole, and
a chaotic marketplace teeming with goods. The camp's originsin 1991 were
steeped in crisis, and its growth reflects the relentless tide of refugees
escaping war-torn Somalia. Despite the UN's efforts, the camp faces critical
water shortages, severe health crises, and overcrowding. Guled' sjourney
through Ifo underscores the reality that the refuge he sought is beleaguered
by squalor and disorder, similar but distinct from the dangers he fled in
Somalia

In his search for connection, Guled experiences the suspicion and hostility of
other residents, scarred by similar hardships. His relief is palpable when he
eventually reunites with Noor. Their shared history from a Mogadishu
primary school offers Guled not just afriend but alifeline in the unfamiliar
camp. Following Somali customs, Noor allows Guled to share shelter and
food, but the quest for money looms large. Guled soon learns of the camp's

economy, dominated by informal labor and the selling of UN rations.

Guided by Noor, Guled undergoes the lengthy registration process,

navigating through queues and bureaucratic protocols to receive aration
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card. Y et, the scarcity of resources means he must grapple with realities far
removed from his optimistic portrayal to his family—overcrowded shelters,

economic barriers, and insecurity linger.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. Nisho

In the heart of the economic activity in Dadaab's Ifo camp lies Bosnia, the
central market where goods ranging from tomatoes to trucks are traded,
representing a significant portion of the local economy. Although officially
considered a black market, it isavital hub for both the local and
cross-border trade, dominated by Somali entrepreneurs and traffickers who
skillfully navigate between Kenyan police and al-Shabaab to ensure their
goods reach their destination. Among these traders are individuals who have
amassed wealth from the humanitarian economy, often starting with funds
from relatives abroad, while many others, like Guled, struggle to find

opportunities amidst fierce competition.

Bosnia Market is a chaotic blend of color and bustling activity, with
makeshift shacks constructed from flattened oil drums, narrow alleys
buzzing with porters, traders, and countless others trying to eke out aliving.
Guled, new to the scene, naively believed that he could ssimply join the ranks
of the porters, an aspiration quickly dispelled by the territorial workersled
by Nisho, asmall porter who proudly claims connection to the camp since
his birth.

Nisho, aresilient and spirited character, embodies the unforgiving life of a

porter. Despite the exhausting work and low wages, Nisho finds a certain

satisfaction in his labor, as precarious asit may be. Born at the outbreak of
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the Somali civil war as his family fled to Dadaab, Nisho has known little
outside the confines of the camp, where hope is a scarce commodity and

survival often hinges on the network of clans and connections.

The market's dynamics reflect the broader socio-economic structures at play,
where clan affiliations and connections dictate access to resources and
wealth. Nisho's Rahanweyn clan status relegates him to menial tasks, while
others, like Abbas of the Ogaden clan, ascend to wealth and influence,

embodying the refugee dream of achieving citizenship and freedom.

The omnipresent threat of incoming refugees like Guled adds to Nisho's
unease, as they bring new competition and challenge the fragile equilibria of
the camp's economy. Meanwhile, Nisho’s protégé, Mahat, symbolizes the
enduring struggle of the camp's younger generation. Despite trying various
jobs from shoe shining to water fetching, Mahat remains unable to escape

the grinding cycle of poverty.

As the camp grapples with increasing arrivals due to drought and conflict in
Somalia, Nisho contemplates his future, yearning for the elusive protection
of awell-connected benefactor. Y et, in absence of such connections, he
persistsin hisrole, pushing his wheelbarrow day in and day out, embodying

the spirit of resilience amidst adversity.

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Chapter 6 Summary: 6. Isha

Chapter 6: Isha

The chapter delves into the struggles faced by the people living in southern
Somalia, particularly focusing on the impact of drought and political strife
on agriculture and daily life. In the region where the Juba and Shabelle rivers
typically provided alifeline, even these great water sources were drying up
due to conflict and mismanagement. Land ownership and resource control
had been contentious issues since the civil war began. Farmers, including
those displaced like Isha's family, faced harsh conditions under al-Shabaab,
amilitant group taxing everything from livestock to harvests to fund their

urban warfare.

|sha, awoman rooted deeply in her community and land, embodies
resilience. She had lived through previous droughts and refused to leave her
home, unlike many others who sought refuge in Dadaab refugee camps. In
Rebay, atown symbolically named to mean "stay," Isharesisted
displacement, owing to her deep connection with the land she cultivated and
the community she led. Educated during her national service, she was seen
as both a farmer and ateacher, navigating life between traditional

pastoralism and settled agriculture.
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Y et, as drought wore on, the landscape itself seemed to protest its
barrenness. Clouds that promised rain dissipated, and the land withered,
driving animals and people to the brink of survival. Prices soared, and aid
was scarce, since a-Shabaab's control and US withdrawal of funds left many
without relief. Even as hope was draining, | sharemembered better times
under the former dictator, Siad Barre, in contrast to current leaders whom

she deemed corrupt.

The daily struggle for survival became alarmingly routine. Isha's husband,
Gab, symbolized the stoic resolve of pastoralists, ultimately deciding to
venture into the bush with their son and remaining livestock, betting on
finding pasture elsewhere. His departure left Isha with their other children,
relying on dwindling resources. Hunger became their constant companion,

eroding not just the physical body but hope itself.

Despite this grim reality, the community clung to prophecies of rain, a
collective promise whispered more as comfort than certainty. Isha, despite
the odds, chose faith over migration. She understood leaving meant losing
all—property, dignity, identity. Her internal wealth of spirit was paramount,

but she was entering a phase where such wealth would be profoundly tested.
As the chapter closes, Isha's anticipation of change, driven by desperation

yet grounded in pride and determination, mirrors the broader narrative of

Somalia's struggle—a nation caught between the persistent pull of survival
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and the longing for stability amidst relentless chaos.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. Hawa Jube

In Chapter 7, titled "Hawa Jube," we find Guled, a young man alonein the
sprawling Ifo refugee camp, struggling to make ends meet. The camp,
overwhelmed by waves of newcomers fleeing conflict and drought in
Somalia, isdivided into formal and informal sections, with the latter
growing out of necessity as space becomes scarce. Guled, unable to secure a
plot of hisown as asingle man, must find afamily to take him in, with
payment often being a share of his meager rations. He is introduced by Noor,
afellow refugee from Mogadishu, to awoman known as"Auntie," who is
willing to rent him aroom in her cramped abode in return for help and

shared provisions.

The narrative paints avivid picture of the camp's boundaries, marked by
graves and thornbushes warding off hyenas, and describes N block, known
as Hawa Jube, named after awoman reminiscent of a bottle due to her
figure. The camp's edges blur where informal settlements like N Zero and
Bulo Bacte emerge, popul ated by desperate newcomers who are forced to
create shelter from scant resources. Life in Hawa Jube is fraught with
hardship; banditry is common, and the proximity to the new, but still empty,
overspill camp, Ifo 2, serves as a constant reminder of their plight amid

bureaucratic inefficiency.

Guled triesto make aliving at the camp's market, using his strength as a
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porter to earn a small income. He dreams of bringing hiswife, Maryam, to
join him, but the physical |abor takes atoll, and he strugglesto carry the
heavy loads day after day, hoping the effort will expedite their reunion. The
market provides a glimpse into the realities of supply and demand, where
food aid, primarily sourced from international donations like surplus wheat

and maize from the U.S., becomes the cheapest nourishment in Kenya.

Eventually, Maryam arrives, pregnant and unimpressed by the dire
conditions that Guled had previously painted in optimistic light. Her
discomfort is heightened by the oppressive heat and dust, and her trust in the
community around them, largely unfamiliar and from different clans, is
limited. Even so, Guled and Maryam have to navigate life in the refugee

camp, adjusting to a harsh environment while hoping for better prospects.

The influx of refugees continues unabated, driven by relentless drought,
leading to a tense atmosphere as resources grow more scarce and the camp
swells with newly arrived, desperate souls. The future remains uncertain and
precarious for Guled, Maryam, and the countless othersin Ifo camp, every

day abattle against the elements and the wound of displacement.
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Chapter 8: 8. A Friday in Nairobi

Chapter 8, "A Friday in Nairobi," paints a stark contrast between the serene,
rain-soaked capital of Kenya and the desperate situation in the
drought-stricken regions of Somalia. The chapter highlights the acute
disconnect between aid agency officesin Nairobi, largely insulated from the
immediate crisis outside via air-conditioned comforts, and the dire reality on

the ground where aid is desperately needed.

The relief from a sudden rainfall in Nairobi belies the fact that, in areas like
Dadaab, temperatures remain punishingly high, straining the efforts of UN
staff. Somalia, plagued by ongoing conflict and insecurity, becomes
increasingly unapproachable for most foreign aid workers who rely on
reports from local partners. Since mid-2010, the situation there has been
deteriorating, with stark warnings from agencies like M édecins Sans
Frontiéres and FEWS showing alarming levels of malnutrition, warning of
potential famine if the situation remains unchecked. Y et, despite urgent
alerts and calls for action, the requests largely fall on deaf earsin the global
political centers, preoccupied with other global crises such as Japan's

earthquake and tsunami in March 2011.
Some aid workers in Nairobi grapple with guilt and frustration over the

inaction from far-reaching headquarters and donor governments. They

recognize both systemic failures—a preference for reactive over proactive
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measures, complicated by global political landscapes and logistical
challenges. The US Patriot Act and sanctions further complicate aid
distribution, as does competition between global disasters for media and
donor attention, as seen with Haiti previoudly. Acknowledging industry
tendencies, many aid workers cynically accept that resources only flow
readily when a disaster becomes an inescapable media spectacle, as has often

occurred in past crises.

The chapter also hints at internal complacencies and corruption that
exacerbate these challenges. Previous allegations of aid
mismanagement—such as the UN's involvement with Somali NGOs
diverting aid—sow distrust even amongst potential allies. The struggle for
resources persists not only between humanitarian bodies and restrictive
legislation, but also within Somalia’s own borders, where warlords exploit

aid efforts, misdirecting supplies for personal gain.

With the battle in Mogadishu ongoing, displaced Somalis flee regions like
Bay, Bakool, and Juba, facing escalating food prices and scant resources to
support them. Despite global attempts to address these agricultural and
nutritional challenges, the ground remains barren and people prepare to flee
hopelessly. Asthe risk of famine continues unmitigated, critical warnings

are disregarded or lost amidst bureaucratic inertia.

In aquiet reflection of global inaction, the chapter concludes with aid
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workersin Nairobi returning to their daily lives—retreating to socia
gatherings and restaurants, allowing the gravity of warningsto be
momentarily forgotten. The disparity between those experiencing

life-altering hardship and those merely discussing it becomes a poignant
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9. Maiden Voyage

In the chapter "Maiden Voyage" from the original text, we are drawn into the
harsh redlities of life in the sprawling refugee camp of Dadaab, Somalia. By
May, the anticipated Gu rains have failed to arrive, exacerbating the dire
conditions, with over 20,000 new refugees arriving in just two months.
Campslike N Zero and Bulo Bacte are swelling with over 15,000 residents
each. The hospital in Hawa Jube is overwhelmed with malnourished
children, including Maryam, who endures a complicated labor and
ultimately gives birth via C-section, to her dissatisfaction. The stark camp
life, with its onerous chores and lack of conveniences like those once
available in Mogadishu, fuels Maryam’ s longing to return home despite the

ongoing conflict there.

While Maryam grapples with life post-childbirth, Mahat in Bosnia faces
competition from a new gang of enterprising boys cornering the
shoe-shining market. Amidst these challenges, he struggles with compassion
fatigue towards the burgeoning influx of beggars, influenced by sermons of
charity from the local Imams. Among the few showing genuine kindnessis
Professor White Eyes, agrocery shop owner from aminority clan who
empathizes with the marginalized due to his own past experiences, including

an inspiring recovery from blindness that shaped his empathetic outl ook.

As the camp inhabitants, including Nisho, Mahat, and Guled, endure tougher
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conditions, Nisho becomes desperate over his mother’s erratic mental health.
The expense of her witchdoctor’ s treatments is a burden, pushing him to
seek more lucrative opportunities. This search leads Nisho to accept ajob on

atruck traveling to Somalia, despite hisfears of the war-torn country.

Embarking on this maiden voyage, Nisho is introduced to the vast, perilous
landscapes and the sobering sights of destitute, fleeing Somalis. His journey
takes him through al-Shabaab-controlled territories to cities like Kismayo,
and eventually to the bustling yet perilous streets of Mogadishu's Bakaara
market. The narrative paints avivid picture as Nisho's experiences reshape
his understanding of media depictions of Somalia and his motherland’' s

complex reality, blending beauty with destruction.

In the harrowing return trip, Nisho confronts the stark misery of returning
refugees and attempts to help by transporting as many people as possible

back to the border. His anticipated earnings shrink to a disappointing 500
shillings ($6), sparking his resolution to never undertake such perilous

journeys again—a decision underscored by a new layer of tragic weariness.

Upon his return to Bosnia, Nisho isfilled with a renewed appreciation for
the familiarity and safety of the camp, underscoring a poignant lesson from
his maiden voyage: amid despair and displacement, Dadaab has become his

sense of home.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10. The Silent March

The Silent March chapter encapsulates the harrowing journey of displaced
Somali families, driven by famine, conflict, and desperation, migrating
towards refugee camps to seek safety and survival. Nisho, a character
introduced earlier for his kindness as atruck driver, unwittingly crosses
paths with these trekking masses, including his future wife, Billal, and
ninety-three villagers from Salidley, as well as awoman named Isha and her

children.

The socio-political landscape of Somalia, marked by militant influence and
resource scarcity, forms the backdrop. Al-Shabaab, an |slamist militant
group exerting power over many regions, taxes communities into destitution
but occasionally shows compassion, such as allowing Isha's village to depart
with provisions. Isha, bound by familial ties and survival instincts, sets out
with minimal belongings and her five children, joined by other destitute

families.

Their journey through the harsh Somali terrainsis fraught with scarcity and
threats—from hunger and thirst to wild animals and armed forces. Along the
way, they encounter the cruelty of conflicts with checkpoints manned by
Al-Shabaab, instilling fear and deception among refugees, while government
forces and bandits also pose threats. Despite facing systemic violence, such

as rape, robbery, and the separation inflicted upon refugees, Isha and her
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group arrive at the town of Dhobley relatively intact, though deeply
exhausted.

Upon reaching Dhobley, the plight eases dightly with the intervention of the
UNHCR, which leads refugees to camps, albeit through a disorganized and
delayed process of asylum formalities. The Somali diasporatelegraph—a
metaphor for word-of-mouth communi cation—updates camps about
incoming groups, enabling relatives and aid committees to welcome the

weary and provide immediate assistance.

The Dadaab camp, swelling with nearly 400,000 people, becomes an
epicenter of humanitarian relief and settlement, although logistical hurdles
persist. The narrative highlights the struggles of securing basic amenities,
underscoring the critical role of existing refugees and local residents as first

responders amidst large-scale international aid efforts that are often delayed.

The chapter illustrates the sheer resilience and solidarity among displaced
Somali communities, illustrating both the individual and collective hardship
of their silent march towards a semblance of hope amidst systemic

adversities.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience and Solidarity

Critical Interpretation: The most important takeaway from Chapter 10
IS the extraordinary resilience and solidarity among the displaced
Somali families despite facing immense hardships. Imagine this: you
are part of acommunity, uprooted from the only home you've ever
known, caught in the relentless grip of war and hunger. Yet, evenin
such despairing circumstances, a profound strength emerges from
within you and those around you. Each step taken through barren
landscapes underlines your capacity to endure. Alongside you, fellow
travelers form bonds as deep as familiad ties, lifting each other up
when the weight becomes unbearable. You'll find that your journey,
defined by unwavering determination and compassion for those
trudging beside you, rekindles a simple truth—that even amid chaos,
hope and humanity will not falter. In your life, embracing this tenacity
can empower you to surmount any obstacle, while acknowledging the
unyielding support offered by your community as a source of
unbreakable strength.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11. Muna and Monday

Chapter 11: Muna and M onday

Amidst the harsh winds of the Hagar season, known as kharif, the Dadaab
refugee camp in Kenya becomes a hub of tension and desperation. The wind
IS strong enough to threaten the structures, and the sand invades the
temporary homes of countless refugees. The UN has set up registration
centers to manage the influx of people, yet the aid is still insufficient, with
thousands arriving each day. Among these refugeesis Isha, who, after days
of waiting in exhausting conditions, finally sees hope as international

assi stance begins to reach Dadaab.

The refugee registration process is grueling and dehumanizing, reducing
individuals to numbers and fingerprints, but necessary for survival. Isha
willingly submits to this system, grateful for the protection and resources the
camp provides. As her family's details are recorded, she observes the diverse
mix of people in Dadaab, marveling at the tall, dark Sudanese refugees also
fleeing conflict. The cosmopolitan fabric of the camp is a stark reminder of

various ongoing conflicts across Africa

Within this patchwork of cultures, the Sudanese, particularly those from

Abyei and the Nuba mountains, have come seeking refuge from ongoing
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strife along the North-South Sudan border. The narrative introduces Mayar,
also known as Monday, a UN interpreter and refugee who fled hishome in

Abyei during civil strife. He is part of the 'Lost Boys,' a group of thousands
of Sudanese youths displaced or orphaned by war, known for their dramatic

escape to neighboring countries,

Monday's story intersects with that of Muna, a Somali refugee who
embodies the struggles of alife spent in camps. Having fled civil war in
Somalia as an infant, Muna grew up in the precarious environment of
Dadaab. Her independent spirit leads her to ajob in the GiZ compound
kitchen, where she meets Monday. Their relationship blossoms despite
cultura disapproval, culminating in an unplanned pregnancy that threatens

to disrupt the volatile peace of camp life.

Muna's story is one of survival against the conservative tides of her
community. With the scars of multiple marriages and the pressures of clan
honor, her decision to keep the child becomes a bold defiance of entrenched
norms. Her relationship with Monday becomes emblematic of the evolving
social fabric within Dadaab, challenged by rigid traditions but nurtured

within the protective confines of the refugee camp's diverse community.
Y et, this defiance comes at a price. Their interracial and interreligious

relationship becomes atarget, drawing hostility from both the Somali and

Sudanese factions in the camp. The mounting threats against them,
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particularly from the conservative elements within the Somali community,
underscore the cultural tensions exacerbated by the camp's overcrowded and
under-resourced conditions. They face social ostracism and even threats of

violence, challenging their hopes for a future together.

As Muna seeks refuge with Monday in the Sudanese block, the couple
grapples with rumors and threats of harm, including a chilling plot to harm
their unborn child. Muna's determination to carve out alife on her own
terms, amidst cultural hostility and personal loss, speaks to the broader
challenges faced by refugees who navigate the complex intersections of

identity, safety, and community in humanitarian settings like Dadaab.
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Chapter 12: 12. Live from Dadaab

Chapter 12: Live from Dadaab

In July 2011, the United Nations declared a catastrophic famine in southern
Somalia, drawing urgent global attention. The crisis affected 12 million
individuals, with 1.2 million at risk of starvation, and it brought a surge of
refugees to the Dadaab camps, notably increasing the camp's population by
40,434 in July alone. The emergency, characterized by severe

mal nourishment and disease outbreaks like measles, underscored the
inadequate international response. Oxfam criticized wealthy nations for their

“willful neglect” in handling a famine that was preventable.

The NGO Médecins Sans Frontieres (M SF) described the camp conditions
as "catastrophic,” with mortality rates soaring above emergency thresholds.
Hospitals overflowed with malnourished civilians, particularly children, and
medical staff faced immense challenges delivering modern healthcare to a
populace largely accustomed to traditional remedies. The media soon
descended upon Dadaab, turning the humanitarian distress into a spectacle,
which included robust campaigns led by ABC News and chaotic coverage
by multiple international outlets. This media frenzy attracted celebrities and
global attention, ultimately catalyzing much-needed aid but also trivializing

certain aspects of the crisis asjournalists prioritized sensational coverage.
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Amidst this turmoil, individuals like Muna faced personal crises. Muna, a
heavily pregnant Somali woman, chosen to report her harassment to the UN
amid cultural tensions, exemplified the profound social and personal
challenges faced by those living in Dadaab. Her bruising assault by family
members for violating cultural norms of marriage highlighted the intense
socia tensions within refugee communities. After afraught period and a
difficult delivery, the birth of her healthy daughter Christine added a new
layer of strain, as the child became a subject of controversy due to her mixed

Christian-Muslim heritage.

Meanwhile, the daily realities of life in Dadaab continued, as evidenced by
the Lost Boys of Sudan, who remained in a state of uneasy limbo despite
South Sudan's newly declared independence. The specter of extremist groups
like al-Shabaab cast a dark shadow over the camps, fostering fear and
emphasizing divisions. Against this backdrop, aid workers struggled to
manage the enormous influx of needy people while also contending with the
relentless media presence and the logistical nightmare of delivering aid in

such challenging conditions.

Muna's family story, interwoven with tales of survival, complicated cultural
mores, and resilience, acted as a poignant microcosm of the broader issues
within Dadaab. Celebrity visits, notably those of Jill Biden and Angelina
Jolie, highlighted the dual nature of such attention: both essential for
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fundraising and sometimes hollow gestures in the face of ongoing local

complexities.

Ultimately, this chapter underscores the global negligence and inefficiencies
that compounded the tragedy in Dadaab. The mediasrole in awakening
international aid, albeit marked by sensationalism, underscored the power of
storytelling and visibility in modern humanitarian efforts. Despite the
eventual arrival of aid, the crisis highlighted how the international response

is propelled by narrative rather than need, as evidenced by the phrase “Haiti

part two” coined bv media crews. showina atroublina normalization and
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13. Billai

The chapter "Billai" comes from a narrative focusing on the harsh readlities
faced by refugeesin Dadaab, Kenya, telling the story of Isha, Gab, and their
children, and introducing new characters like Nisho and Billai in the context

of survival and personal ambitions amidst a refugee crisis.

The scene opens with Isha and her family struggling to cook over a sparse
fire due to a shortage of firewood. Despite promises of relocation to a better
camp at Ifo 2, where more resources like water and schooling are available,
they remain in limbo a N Zero. During the holy month of Ramadan, many
refugees, including those who are weak, attempt fasting despite the dire

conditions, reflecting their deep faith and resilience.

The dusty, overcrowded N Zero camp juxtaposes sharply with the unused,
well-equipped Ifo 2 camp. International and local political maneuvers delay
the relocation of refugees. Corruption among Kenyan officials, who demand
lucrative deals in exchange for permits to open new camps, further

complicates and prolongs the suffering of displaced families like Ishals.

Ifo 2 eventually opens as atemporary solution, using tents instead of the
planned semi-permanent homes. The camp’s layout indicates alack of
privacy and control reminiscent of a prison, an intended strategy for order

and surveillance.
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|sha's struggle for survival encompasses rationing water and dealing with the
harsh elements. Meanwhile, the international response to the crisisis mixed,
with Turkey emerging as avital donor by providing cash and essential

supplies, thus becoming a beacon of hope for the refugees.

Enterprises like Nisho, ayoung and enterprising man in the camp, portray an
adaptive spirit. He seizes opportunities brought by the Turkish aid, landing a
job and earning a good wage. Nisho meets Billai, a beautiful but wary young
girl from Somalia, whose family has also endured much hardship. Their
budding romance, ignited under difficult circumstances, represents personal
and cultural resilience. Nisho's resourcefulness sees him finally organize a
wedding with Billai, leveraging a Turkish-sponsored initiative to provide

camels, atraditional dowry.

Their wedding, set against the backdrop of a striving camp community,
encapsulates hope amidst adversity. Nisho not only marries well according
to cultural expectations, but his union with Billai acts asasymbol of life and
continuity. Their story, with itstrials and successes, stands out as an intricate
part of the larger narrative of survival and dignity in the face of relentless
hardship.

Overadl, "Billa" captures the multifaceted lives of Dadaab refugees. their

patience, determination, love, and the intricate socio-political dynamics that
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shape their environment. Through Isha's perseverance and Nisho's
ambitions, the chapter depicts humanity's ability to adapt and thrive evenin
the bleakest circumstances.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14. Kidnap

Chapter 14: Kidnap

As October dawned, rain finally graced the parched lands of Dadaab, a
collection of refugee camps in eastern Kenya. Thistemporary reprieve from
heat transformed the areainto a slippery, mud-laden terrain that became
treacherous for its inhabitants, challenging their daily lives even further.
Despite the traditional Somali expression “bash bash,” hoping for the
blessings of rain, the residents increasingly viewed it as a harbinger of
flooding, disease, and hardship in their makeshift city with poor drainage

and infrastructure.

The rain brought both life and challenges. It revitalized the landscape,
painting the desert in bursts of color with budding grasses and blooming
flowers. Y et, the persistent rains complicated the relief effortsin the camp,
which by the end of September hosted 63,000 refugees, mostly relocated to
Ifo 2. The absence of a hospital meant the sick trudged to distant health

facilitiesfor care.
Among the international aid workers responding to the crisis were two

Spanish women, Blanca Thiebaut and Montserrat Serra, who volunteered
with Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF). Known for their dedication and hard
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work, they became popular figuresin the camp. On October 13, 2011, a
seemingly resolved land dispute lured them outside Ifo 2. However, this was
atrap. Upon reaching the meeting site, armed men attacked their vehicle,

shooting their driver and abducting the women.

The kidnapping underscored the vulnerability of the area. Somalian militant
group a-Shabaab, though denying direct involvement, likely facilitated such
acts for monetary gain. The recent defeats in Mogadishu and the drought had

weakened the group, making foreign aid workersideal targets for ransom.

The attack sent shockwaves through the aild community. Activities halted as
agencies evacuated staff, freezing vital services like new arrival registration.
This abduction not only threatened international aid efforts but also
prompted Kenyato declare war on a-Shabaab just days later—marking its

first such declaration since independence.

The chapter highlights the complex interplay of weather, geopolitics, and
humanitarian challenges in Dadaab, illustrating how the desperation of
al-Shabaab fed off regional instability, even amidst global attempts at
aleviating the suffering caused by drought and conflict.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15. The Jubaland Initiative

Chapter 15: The Jubaland Initiative

In the town of Dadaab, nestled within northern Kenya, the Department for
Refugee Affairsis stationed within afortified compound known as the
*Administration Police camp’. Here, deputy head Mr. Lukingi, a
kind-hearted civil servant known for his compassion toward refugees,
navigates a challenging day. October 17, 2011, marks the dawn of Operation
Linda Nchi ('‘Defend the Nation') as Kenya launches a military incursion into
Somalia, awakening the town with the wail of police sirens and the arrival of

camouflaged military convoys.

Theincursion, partly triggered by recent kidnappings, challenges Lukingi,
who grapples with handling journalists questioning the government's
motives. He believes an invasion could stabilize the chaotic relationship
between Kenya and Somali refugees, a viewpoint shaped by his frustration
and the historical animosities that have plagued the region since colonial
times. The Administration Police itself was borne from the need to suppress
tribal insurgencies, with tensions escalating into the * Shifta War’ following
Somalia's independence and lingering until a state of emergency was lifted
in the 1990s.
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Outside Lukingi’ s office, policemen discuss the night’ s devel opments,
cynical about the government's intentions, suspecting the war to be a
business scheme to control smuggling routes from Somalia’ s Kismayo port.
Some even doubt the existence of the kidnappings, suspecting them as a
fabricated pretext for the incursion. Amongst refugees and onlookers, it’s
understood that the invasion is more than a cry for security; it's a strategic
gambit to create Jubaland, a buffer state in southern Somalia. This plan,
aimed at containing refugee flow and providing a safe zone away from
al-Shabaab, was conceptualized years ago but needed the right conditions to

materialize.

The war's underlying tensions extend to the UN and Western governments,
with prior warnings about the impracticality of an invasion unheeded by
Kenyan authorities. The Jubaland Initiative, initially seen as a beacon of
hope, failed due to corruption and poor execution, leaving disillusioned

young recruits financially stranded and eventually returning home.

Across the sandy compound, T.K. Bett, the new District Officer, embodies a
different perspective. Less cautious than Lukingi, he expresses a bold
confidence in Kenya s military strategy, suggesting NGOs worsen matters
by disregarding safety protocols. He posits the invasion as a necessary show
of force against al-Shabaab, proudly aligning with his government's assertive

stance.
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As night descends, government officials, far from their central Kenyan
homes, gather to relax with drinks and BBQ under a makeshift shelter.
Drenched in rain and isolated in the desert, they find solace in Tusker lager
and televised news. Reports cheerlead the military operation, omitting the
grim realities of upcoming violence, and athin veneer of confidenceis
constructed around notions of a swift victory. But beneath the surface,
there's an awareness of Kenya being less a unified state and more a
faction-riddled bureaucracy, poised precariously on the precipice of
prolonged conflict. Yet, they persevere, embracing their rolesin thislooming
war, shielded only by the flickering glow of their television set and the

collective spirit of uncertain camaraderie.
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Chapter 16: 16. Tawane

The chapter focuses on Tawane, the youth leader of Hagadera, the largest
refugee camp in Dadaab, Kenya. As he sitsin a cafe contemplating the
escalating crisis, the narrative delves into his family's history and the

challenges they have faced over generations.

Tawane'sjourney to Dadaab began in 1992 at the age of seven when his
family fled the civil conflict in Somalia. The backdrop of his family's history
is one of nomadic life interrupted by colonial boundaries imposed by Italy,
Great Britain, and Ethiopia. His grandmother's poignant tales, shared
through animated gestures, recall the family's struggles and rearrangements
during times of upheaval, including her confrontations with British soldiers

and her husband's surprising alliance with the Italian police.

Tawane's father, Idris, emerges as a central figure in the family's migration
narrative. Initially rooted in Bengine, afertile town near the Juba River, Idris
worked hard to amass wealth despite the encroaching chaos of civil war. The
arrival of General Aidiid's militia shattered their lives. Forced to flee, Idris
led hisfamily in a harrowing escape across the Juba River to Kenya,
ultimately settling in Dadaab.

In the sprawling sands of Hagadera camp, Idris refused to fully acclimate,

aways yearning for areturn to Somalia. This tension between adaptation
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and the hope of return shaped Tawane's upbringing. Though mired in the
limitations of refugee life, Tawane found away to thrive economically by

participating in a community-run power project.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17. Heroes Day

Chapter 17: Heroes Day

October 20th marks Heroes Day in Kenya, a day historically dedicated to
honoring those who fought against British colonia rule. However, this year
it holds additional significance due to Kenya's military involvement in
Somalia. Kenyan troops find themselves mired in mud near the
al-Shabaab-controlled town of Afmadow, sparking critical media coverage
like the Time magazine headline, “Kenya Invades Somalia. Does it Get Any

Dumber?’

Meanwhile, in the UN base at Dadaab, aid workers, largely confined to their
compounds due to arecent kidnap incident, watch the Heroes Day
celebrations broadcast from Nairobi. Once avibrant hub of activity, the
compound now feels like a ghost town. Many workers reminisce about the
lively camaraderie during the emergency period, marked by frequent socia

gatherings and a sense of community.

Since the kidnapping, larger aid agencies pulled out most expatriate staff,
leaving the camp to operate under severe constraints. Non-life-saving
services have been suspended, affecting education, resettlement, and

counseling among other services. The vacuum created by their departure
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forces the remaining aid personnel to reevaluate their operations and seek

internal solutions.

The focus shifts to the camp's youth, particularly those from the ' 92
group—refugees who came to the camp in the early 1990s and have grown
up with a unique identity shaped by years in Dadaab and exposure to NGO
culture. These individuals, such as Tawane, an influential figure within the
youth center, unexpectedly find themselves in positions of authority. They
are tasked with organizing essential services like food distribution and water

supply, roles formerly filled by the evacuated international staff.

Despite their humanitarian upbringing, this’92 group views itself distinct
from both older generations and newer, less educated arrivals. They pride
themselves on their education and progressive ideas, while harboring

suspicions towards the newcomers who might be prone to radicalization.

As Tawane navigates his newfound responsibilities, personal challenges
loom large. Hiswife, Apshira, is critically ill after childbirth, awaiting a
blood transfusion in a hospital struggling with increased demand and an
outbreak of cholera. Despite the personal turmoil, Tawane remains dedicated
to his community, leveraging his position to manage resources and

coordinate efforts in the absence of international support.

The story weaves between Tawane's personal and public life, painting a
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vivid picture of aman who, despite the confinements of camp life, cravesa
sense of purpose and influence. His interactions reveal the complexities and
resilience of acommunity under duress, seeking to exercise agency in a
situation where their fate seems largely dictated by geopolitical forces
beyond their control.

Dadaab’ s landscape—a quilt of refugee stories, political differences, and
aspirations—provides a poignant backdrop to this evolved Heroes Day,
highlighting a community endeavoring to celebrate indispensable, unsung

heroes amid ongoing instability and challenges.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18. Kheyro

In Chapter 18, titled "Kheyro," we explore the challenging lives of young
refugees in the Dadaab camps, focusing on the contrasting experiences of
Muna and Kheyro. Both women belong to the '92 cohort of babies who
arrived at the camp, yet their journeys diverged significantly. While Muna
left school dueto love, Kheyro struggled to balance education with familial
responsibilities, delaying her academic progress. At nineteen, shefinally
approached her secondary school graduation, a milestone threatened by the

Imminent suspension of exams amid rising tensions in the camp.

With the start of the Kenyan Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE)
exams on October 18th, amid the kidnapping incident that led to a
suspension, there was growing anxiety among the students. Despite the
chaotic backdrop of war between Kenyan forces and al-Shabaab militants,
the exams proceeded without delay. This was the pinnacle moment for
students like Kheyro, who worked tirelessly over the years to secure one of
the scarce secondary school spots in Dadaab, primed for a path out of the
camp through education.

Living together in arented house near Ifo secondary school, Kheyro and her
class focused on preparing for their exams, tackling their studies under
challenging conditions, including police supervision and the threat of

violence. The strenuous environment highlighted the importance of
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education as their potential salvation, exemplified by the World University
Service of Canada's scholarships, which offered rare opportunities for further
study abroad, and the dwindling hopes of resettlement with countries open to

accepting refugees.

Kheyro's life was marked by hardship and sacrifice. Her mother, Rukia, had
fled Somaliain 1992, carrying Kheyro as a baby, hoping for a better future.
Eking out aliving by selling firewood, Rukia invested everything into
Kheyro's education, a symbol of hope for the family. Education promised a
life beyond the refuge of the arid camp, a sentiment compounded by the
oppressive influence of groups like al-Shabaab, who threatened secular
education in Somalia

With aheavy heart and resolve, Kheyro imagined her future in aplace like
Canada, despite knowing little about it, driven by the hope of academic
success and what it could afford her family. Y et, looming terror cast a
shadow on her aspirations. On November 5th, a bombing incident brought
new fears of exam cancellation, threatening the aspirations of students like

Kheyro in alandscape fraught with peril.

Despite the tensions, the exams concluded on November 14th, just as
al-Shabaab's violent campaign claimed its first victim in the camps the
following day. The chapter encapsulates the harrowing journey of young

refugees fighting to realize their dreams against insurmountable odds and the
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indomitable human spirit embodied by Kheyro and her peers.

Key Subject Details

Focus Chapter Chapter 18: Kheyro

Main
Characters Kheyro and Muna
Cohort 92 cohort of babies arriving at the camp

. Contrasting experiences - Muna left school for love, Kheyro balanced
Life Paths . . .

education and family duties

Educational Approaching secondary school graduation, a milestone challenged by
Milestone camp tensions

KCSE exams began on October 18th
Exam Detalils Tensions included kidnapping and conflict with al-Shabaab
Tension, but exams proceeded

L'V'ng. : Rented accommodation near Ifo secondary school
Conditions
Study under police supervision amid threats
Focus on " o : . :
. Opportunities highlighted like scholarships and potential
Education
resettlement
Family Kheyro's mother, Rukia, fled Somalia in 1992 with Kheyro, living on
Background firewood sales
Symbol of Education as a path to a better life beyond the camp
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Key Subject Details

Hope
Future Dream of studying in Canada
Aspirations ying

: Bombing on November 5th reignited fears of exam cancellation
Major
Incidents E?<ams concluded on Nover_nber 1_4th

Violence by al-Shabaab claimed life in camp the next day

Chapter Resilience of young refugees against adversities and hopes for a
Theme brighter future
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19. Police! Police!

The chapter, "Police! Police!" provides avivid and intense snapshot of the
escalating violence and chaos in and around the refugee camps of Dadaab,
following the Kenyan military invasion of Somalia and the subsequent
crackdown on alleged al-Shabaab activities.

The chapter begins with Tawane, aresident of Dadaab, experiencing an
explosion that shook the ground beneath him. This marked the war's arrival
in his hometown. With the Kenyan army issuing warnings and carrying out
airstrikesin Somalia, there was a growing tension in Dadaab, where
residents were gripped by a profound fear, especially as aid services, which

had just resumed, were quickly suspended again.

In the midst of this chaos, Tawane managed logistical challenges, trying to
maintain some semblance of order amid increasing desperation in the
understaffed hospitals. The chapter portrays the severe impact of the
suspension of aid services on the vulnerable camp population, with rising

mortality rates and a deepening humanitarian crisis.

Guled, a character who had once benefitted from the aid distribution,
represents the broader community's struggle with a dwindling aid supply and
increased economic pressures due to the war's spillover. Amid alandscape

of sparse resources and inflated prices, he found himself relying on
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remittances from family back home.

The narrative shiftsto detail further violence, marked by bombingsin
various camps like Ifo, which escalated the police's mistrust of the refugees.
Thisresulted in acycle of violence, with refugees facing indiscriminate
arrests and brutal beatings from Kenyan police officers. Isha and Nisho,
introduced as residents of the camp, witness these violent reprisals, adding

human faces to the mounting tension.

The police, equating the refugee population with potential terrorists, carried
out brutal measures, raiding homes and businesses, targeting refugees like
Bishar and even leading to sexual violence against women. In the camp, fear
and mistrust grew, creating an atmosphere where neither refugees nor police
felt safe. The refugee population became wary of the police, leading to

mistrust and fear among both sides.

Economically, the camps were hit hard. Many struggled to maintain
businesses amid constant threats and extortion by the very police meant to
protect them. This deterioration of security and economic stability
highlighted the vulnerability of the refugees' status as they were forced to

navigate an increasingly hostile environment.

In response to the violence and ongoing threats, Tawane started organizing

community patrols to monitor the roads for |EDs, stepping into arole that
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both protected and put the refugees at further risk. Thisinitiative reflects the
desperate resolve of refugeesto ensure their own safety when institutional

infrastructures fail them.

As the section closes, the chapter outlines the massive challenges faced by
relief agencies, caught in an impossible bind of providing aid amidst security
threats both real and perceived. The separation between the refugees and aid
workers becomes symbolic of alarger schism, marked by the increasing
fortification around aid compounds, |eaving the refugees to fend for

themsealves.
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Chapter 20: 20. Nomadsin the City

Chapter 20: Nomadsin the City

In this chapter, we delve into the tumultuous life of Tawane, akey figurein
Dadaab, a sprawling refugee camp in Kenya that houses hundreds of
thousands of displaced Somalis. Tawane is plagued by constant pressures
arising from his duties coordinating essentials like fuel, water, and food for
the camp. His responsibilities are compounded by repeated meetings with
the UN, police, and various agencies, leaving him exhausted and concerned
for his health. Hisfather, Idris, seems to constantly remind him of the

dangers involved.

The backdrop to Tawane's plight is atense and fearful atmosphere in
Dadaab, fueled by bomb threats and attacks linked to al-Shabaab, a militant
group. The police and UN struggle for cooperation from the refugees, who
fear retaliation if they reveal any information. During a significant meeting
in the Hagadera mosgue, alocal leader named Ahmed Mahamoud
Mohammed, or 'Sanyare,' courageously voices the community's fear:
revealing bombers' identities could invite deadly reprisals from the attackers

families.

Tragically, Sanyare is shot days later, asis another camp leader, heightening
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the climate of fear. By 2012, external pressures mount with ongoing military
conflictsin Somaliainvolving Kenyan forces, while Tawane is urged by
family and friends to leave Dadaab for his safety. Meanwhile, Fish,

Tawane' s close friend named after his grandfather, decides to flee the camp.
With the help of contacts, he secures a pass to Nairobi, hoping for refugein

the city’ s bustling and predominantly Somali neighborhood of Eastleigh.

Fish’s migration to Nairobi paints avivid picture of contrast between the
squalor of Dadaab and the teeming, vibrant life in Eastleigh—a place
reminiscent of “Little Mogadishu” with Somali businesses thriving amidst
poverty. The Somali community hereis areflection of resilience and
adaptation amidst adversity, even as they contend with police harassment

and precarious living conditions.

The chapter captures Fish’sinitial strugglesin this new urban setting, where
he grapples with scarce resources, making do with the camaraderie of
strangers and the comforting albeit temporary warmth of a shared mattressin
Eastleigh. Additionally, Fish receives crucial support from afriend abroad,
representing the lifeline that remittances from the diaspora provide to many

Somali refugees.
We also see how the city, daunting asit is, offers Fish a glimpse into

possibilities beyond the confines of refugee existence, igniting dreams of

pursuing formal education in business administration. Meanwhile, Tawane
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remains behind, more isolated and under pressure with the leadership

departures, yet steadfastly committed to his duties despite the danger.

"Nomads in the City" juxtaposes the refugee experience in Dadaab against
urban survival in Nairobi, highlighting themes of resilience, community

support, and hope amidst insecurity and threat, and reflects the broader
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Chapter 21 Summary: 21. We AreNot Hereto Impose
Solutions from Afar

Chapter 21: "WeAreNot Hereto I mpose Solutions from Afar"

In February 2012, a London conference addressing Somali peace saw
fifty-five nations gathered under a sky warmed by climate change. The
setting was elegant Lancaster House, where the British Prime Minister,
David Cameron, acknowledged the West’ s inconsistent involvement in
Somali issues. Despite his claim of not imposing foreign solutions, leaked
plans and a seating arrangement reflecting power disparities hinted
otherwise. Flanked by influential leaders like UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon and Ugandan President Y oweri Museveni, Cameron led

discussions, sidelining Somalia's own Prime Minister, Abdiweli Ali.

Historically, Somalia's conflicts trace back to colonia borders established in
the 1890s, without regard to the Somali people, leading to subsequent
disputes with neighboring Ethiopia and Kenya. The cartoon in a Somali
paper humorously captured foreign leaders dividing Somalia like a steak.
Kenya's President Mwai Kibaki, dismissing historic border issues, focused
instead on overcrowded refugee camps in Dadaab, suggesting refugees be
resettled in 'secured' areas, an idea rooted in the Jubaland Initiative which

sought to manage border tensions.
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Kenya harbored historical grievances against Somali populations, recalling
past violent incidents and fearing its Somali citizens as potential insurgents.
To fully acknowledge refugees would force Kenyato confront its colonial
legacy and recognize refugee rights, threatening its national narrative and
stability. Consequently, refugees were demonized, blamed for terrorism,
aligning with broader African strategies of addressing insurgencies asterror
threats.

The London conference, true to international patterns, emphasized military
solutions: more troops, training, and arms. Copying narratives from warsin
Afghanistan and Irag, financial corruption plagued Somali efforts, drawing
parallels with devel opment funds misappropriated and aid inadvertently
reaching al-Shabaab. Despite attempts at oversight, Somali politics remained
unpredictable, with soldiers and alliances shifting frequently. Stability in
Mogadishu was left to the AMISOM peacekeepers from Uganda and

Burundi, turning a blind eye to their own misconduct.

Post-conference, action spoke louder than words. A US drone strike in
Somaliakilled alleged militants, echoing the conference's military focus.
Thisillustrated the on-ground reality for southern Somalis: a cycle of foreign
intervention feeding sustained conflict. While Cameron presented a vision of
atentative peace in Mogadishu, other regions remained embroiled in battles,

complicated by complex aliances and escalating violence around the
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Kenyan border, far from safe for returning refugees or journalists.

Reflecting the conference's essence, Somalia's narrative underlined the
difficulty of enforcing external solutionsin acountry rich in historical and
tribal complexities, leaving a fragile peace overshadowed by lingering

instability.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The inherent limitations of imposed solutions

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 21 of "City of Thorns' servesasa
poignant reminder that sustainability and stability cannot be achieved
through foreign-imposed solutions. The London conference, despite
its proclaimed intentions, largely mirrored an age-old international
approach where foreign powers gather to devise strategies for conflict
regions. The key takeaway from this chapter highlights the futility and
drawbacks of 'solution imposition' — illustrating that meaningful and
lasting change stems from within the affected communities. As an
individual, this point resonates by reminding you to foster solutions
that emerge from collaboration, mutual respect, and understanding of
local contexts. It encourages you to reflect on your own life
interactions, urging the welcoming of diverse perspectives and

nurturing solutions that are homegrown and contextually grounded.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 22. Y = al-Shabaab

In Chapter 22, we follow Kheyro, a determined young woman living in a
refugee camp, as she navigates the after-effects of receiving her secondary
school exam results and makes significant life decisions. The chapter opens
on February 29, the day her exam results are expected. Though results are
unavailable at school, rumors spread that they are online. For a small fee,

students can check their scores at a cyber cafe in a part of the camp

nicknamed Bosnia.

As Kheyro awaits her results, the atmosphere is tense. The students express
frustration over the harsh grading system, with many worried about
recelving afailing grade of "Y', which some equate to being forced into
joining extremist groups like al-Shabaab due to lack of opportunities.

However, Kheyro dismisses these fears as exaggerated.

Upon receiving her result—a D+—Kheyro realizesit is insufficient for her
dream of moving to Canada but resolves to retake the exam to improve her
score. When she shares this plan with her mother, Rukia, she is discouraged

from returning to school and urged to work instead.

In the competitive job market of the camp, Kheyro manages to secure ajob
with Handicap International as a case worker in the newly established camp,

Ifo 2. Thejob brings both financial stability and a sense of pride, as her
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incentive salary allows her to contribute significantly to her family's
well-being. A celebration marks her entry into the workforce, where Kheyro

provides her family with ataste of luxury by cooking camel meat.

Walking to work each day, Kheyro dons a nigab veil, which she claimsisfor
protection from the dust but also carries an air of sophistication and status.
Her work involves assisting individuals with disabilities, many of whom are
victims of conflict and al-Shabaab's brutal punishments.

Kheyro gains confidence through her role as a breadwinner, defying gender
normsin a patriarchal setting. She juggles family responsibilities while
planning her future education. With aspirations to leverage available
scholarships, she saves part of her salary each month, determined to become

ateacher.

The chapter closes with Kheyro’ s transformation from a dependent student
to an independent professional, altering her family's lifestyle and community
perception. Despite immediate challenges, her vision for a better future
remains undiminished, as she continues to pursue her dreams of education

and empowerment.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 23. Buufis

In February, the prospects of resettlement to Canada created a wave of hope
and despair within the Dadaab refugee camp. Even for Tawane, who had put
thoughts of resettlement aside to focus on the immediate crisis, the news of
his sister's selection for Canadian resettlement left him feeling emotionally
paralyzed. In Dadaab, thislonging for a better life elsewhere is known as
"Buufis," aunigque term that reflects a deep yearning for resettlement. It's
akin to a pervasive, incurable condition in the camp, casting a shadow over

the present and infusing the mundane routines with unfulfilled dreams.

For people like Tawane, the resettlement process feels personal. Despite his
contributions to the community, he grapples with the frustrating belief that
he has overstayed his welcome—yet he's still denied the "durable solution”
to his displacement, one of the rights set by the UN. This durable solution
usually involves returning home, integrating into the host country, or
resettling elsewhere. With the bleak prospects for reintegration or return for
Dadaab's residents, resettlement remains the only hope. But the spaces are
limited, and the eligibility requirements are stringent, leading many to craft

el aborate backstories to secure a chance to leave.
Corruption once plagued the resettlement process, with insiders trading

resettlement dlots, leaving hopeful candidates stranded. Though the worst of

these practices were exposed by the UN in 2001, trust issues remain between
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the refugees and those organizing resettlement. Each year sees fewer than
2,000 people leave Dadaab, even as the camp population grows by about
1,000 births a month. Nisho, Tawane, and others regularly check the
noticeboards for any updates, while some, like Guled, refrain, remembering

that they have not shared the ordeals necessary to be noticed in the system.

As communal figures leave for opportunities abroad, those left behind
experience immense stress, and contemplating resettlement becomes a
cultural focal point. Buufisis exacerbated by social media, with refugees
often crafting alternate identities online to imagine lives beyond the camp.
Simultaneously, conditions in the camp worsen, with health services
overwhelmed and basic necessities like sanitation breaking down. Amid this
decline, Tawane tries to remain focused on immediate needs, though he

struggles against growing despair and the pressure of unending duties.

Events take a darker turn in March when terrorist attacks hit Nairobi,
multiplying Tawane's fears. A menacing text message from an unknown
number promised retribution for cooperating with "infidels," signifying a
tangible threat to hislife. Y et, despite sharing this threat with UNHCR, no
help materializes. Overcome with frustration at the failed bureaucracy,
Tawane is urged by family to leave for Nairobi, but finds himself drawn
back to Dadaab, even as new threats force him into atransient lifestyle,

moving between friends homes to avoid danger.
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The chapter ends with Tawane balancing atenuous hopein his clear
conscience with the perpetual threat of violence, epitomizing the entwined

despair and resilience of life in Dadaab.

More Free Book %\ s e
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Chapter 24. 24. Grufor

In Chapter 24, titled "Grufor," the story delves into the tumultuous lives of
the characters living in the Transit section of the Dadaab refugee camp, an
environment riddled with insecurity and social tensions. The chapter reflects
on the constant threat of violence, which leaves many residentsin a
perpetual state of insomnia and fear. The murder of a chairman and
subsequent threats against his family serve as a harsh reminder of the

dangers that loom over the camp's inhabitants.

The narrative follows several central characters, including Muna, her

husband Monday, and their children, who seek safety in Transit, yet find
themselves embroiled in the multifaceted conflicts that engulf the camp.
Muna, a Somali woman, married Monday, a man from a different ethnic
group, which subjects them to scorn and threats from traditionalists who

view their union as a betrayal of clan customs.

Astensions escalate, the narrative broadens to encompass the broader
conflict outside the camp, with landmines and bombings perpetuating
instability in Kenya, driving home the constant danger the characters face.
Amidst this chaos, Muna and Monday strive to protect their family while

navigating the discrimination they face due to their interracial marriage.

In an environment rife with clan traditions and religious pressure, Monday
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faces societal pushback, including pressure to convert to Islam to appease

the leaders, though he feels trapped between cultures. Meanwhile, Muna's

relationship with her family in Nairobi suffers due to her marriage, leaving
her further isolated.

Transport of other refugee groups to different camps further weakens the
fragile safety net for Muna's family, as the children become targets for
bullies. However, the hope of being resettled in Australia offers a glimmer
of optimism. A past opportunity for resettlement was thwarted by Muna's

mother, but now they cling to the chance for a fresh start.

Despite their aspirations, daily life is fraught with difficulties. Monday
secures work as a plumber, and Muna briefly works as a community health
worker before personal struggles disrupt her employment. She succumbs to
the stresses of camp life, indulging in khat, a common addiction among the
camp's distressed inhabitants. Muna's friendship with Sweetee, an enigmatic
woman with atroubled past, introduces her to destructive habits that further
unravel her relationship with Monday.

The chapter paints avivid picture of "Grufor," a notorious block near
Transit, known for its vice and residents who have strayed from the straight
and narrow, often driven there by desperation or rejection by their own
communities. It'sinhabited by individuals like Zim Zim, who defy societal

norms for love, and women like Hamdi, who are shunned for their lifestyles.
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As the couple grapples with their degrading circumstances, their domestic

disputes escalate, frequently necessitating interventions by unscrupulous
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Chapter 25 Summary: 25. In Bed with the Enemy

Chapter 25: In Bed with the Enemy

This chapter delves into the complex situation in Somalia, focusing on the
Kenyan military's slow and arduous campaign to capture the coastal city of
Kismayo. Officialy, Kenyasintervention aimed at dismantling the militant
group al-Shabaab, but the true objective was the establishment of Jubaland, a
buffer state. By September 2012, the Kenyan forces were on the brink of

capturing Kismayo, atask that took them a year to achieve.

The city's bombardment by warships drove hundreds to flee to refugee
camps in Dadaab. However, those seeking refuge were confronted with
suspicion and violence by the supposed protectors, suffering from theft and
assaults, underscoring the chaos and mora ambiguity of the conflict.
Refugees recounted chilling stories of destruction, with bombs from various

international forces adding to the atmosphere of uncertainty and terror.

On September 29, 2012, Kenyan troops, supported by US and European
special forces, entered Kismayo unopposed, capturing it as part of
"Operation Sledgehammer." This raised the hopes of some clansin Dadaab,
such as the Ogadeen, who aspired to see the birth of a new state, Jubaland,
despite the implicit conflict between supporting a breakaway state and a
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unified Somalia.

Historically, Somalia has wrestled with division since its civil war began in
1991, leading regions with dominant clans to declare autonomy. The
emergence of Jubaland showcased the divide between clan-based federalism
and the unifying, albeit militant, IsSlamic vision of al-Shabaab.

However, the Kenyan army did not withdraw after their military success.
Instead, they got involved in the lucrative local trade, historically controlled
by al-Shabaab. Theillegal charcoal trade, vital to a-Shabaab's funding,
continued under Kenyan oversight, even increasing in volume. Corruption
and profiteering began to thrive, and the Kenyan forces, along with local
militias, shared in the spoils; al-Shabaab also retained a stake.

Criminal enterprises flourished, embedding Kenyan interests in the region.
The Kenyan political scene mirrored this corruption, with high-profile
politicians being implicated inillegal activities, including drug trafficking.
In an election year, with the previous cycle marred by violence, candidates
like Uhuru Kenyatta and William Ruto, despite facing international charges,

sought to leverage these illicit resources for political gain.
The socio-economic impact extended to Dadaab camp. The Kenyan forces

deepened involvement disrupted established smuggling networks critical to

the camp's economy. Lawlessness surged, deteriorating conditions and
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increasing security threats. The camp, stretched beyond sustainable capacity,

could no longer provide safe refuge.

Particularly vulnerable were women, who suffered escalating gender-based
violence. The breakdown of structure and law exacerbated an already dire
situation, forcing some families to choose returning to conflict-ridden

Somalia over remaining in the unsafe camps.

NGOs in Dadaab issued dire warnings, highlighting the lack of resources
and deteriorating living conditions. The humanitarian crisis was worsened
by Kenya's political instability and environmental unpredictability. As
discussions of returning to Somalia surged among refugees, emotions
fluctuated between hope and despair, reflecting the volatile nature of their

predicament.

Ultimately, Chapter 25 portrays the intertwined complexities of political
ambition, military intervention, and human suffering in the Somali-Kenyan
context, with the people of Dadaab caught in an inescapable cycle of

violence and uncertainty.

Section Summary
Sg@;t::/e of Kenya's goal was to dismantle al-Shabaab and establish Jubaland, a

: buffer state, rather than solely seeking peace.
Intervention
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Section Summary

The campaign to capture Kismayo was slow, involving bombings,

'(\:Aglr;aréi . and took a year, ending successfully with Operation Sledgehammer
paig in September 2012.

Impact on Bombardment led many to flee to Dadaab camps, where they faced

Refugees suspicion, violence, and further hardships.

Clans' Hopes
and Historical
Context

Victory incited hopes for Jubaland among some clans, reflecting
Somalia’'s history of clan-based division versus unified visions.

Kenyan Military After capturing Kismayo, Kenyan forces engaged in local trade,

and Economy including illegal charcoal, profiting alongside al-Shabaab.

Political Corruption linked to illegal activities reached Kenyan political circles,
Implications influencing election dynamics.

Dadaab

Kenyan involvement disrupted Dadaab's economy and order,

Economic and . : . i
increasing lawlessness and insecurity.

Security Issues

Humanitarian Women faced rising gender-based violence while NGOs warned of
Crisis lacking resources and worsening conditions.
Return to

Refugees debated returning to Somalia, weighed between hope and

Somalia despair amidst the ongoing humanitarian crisis.

Considerations

Overall The chapter highlights the entanglement of political ambitions,
Depiction military actions, and the resultant human suffering in the region.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The moral ambiguity and duality of protectors becoming
predators

Critical Interpretation: The chapter highlights the disheartening reality
where supposed protectors transformed into predators, exploiting the
very individuals they were meant to safeguard. This pivots on a central
realization: that the lines between friend and foe can blur in times of
conflict or upheaval. Reflect on how in your own life, challenges may
arise from sources you least expect. Often, those who should be allies
can inadvertently become adversaries not through their intentions, but
through the roles they play or circumstances they face. By
acknowledging the complexity of human motivations and actions, you
can find a deeper empathy and understanding for others and yourself.
This chapter's point will inspire you to remain vigilant, uphold
integrity, and resist falling into cycles of harm, even when pushed to
react amidst chaos. It motivates the cultivation of resilience and
advocates for compassion as a guiding principle, navigating the moral

intricacies of modern conflicts and choices.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 26. Crackdown!

Chapter 26: Crackdown!

In Eastleigh, Nairobi, a tense atmosphere pervades the Somali refugee
community, as the threat of random police raids looms large. The chapter
opens with a knock on the door of a modest bedsit occupied by three young
men, aknock that the residents had been dreading. The city has become
perilous for refugees like Fish, ayoung Somali man navigating life in
Nairobi amid rampant police extortion and hostility. Fish and his friends
face a police inspection, a harrowing process they are familiar with, given

the pervasive practice of targeting refugees for bribes.

The Kenyan government's crackdown on urban refugees, announced in
December 2012, escalates tensions. This directive aims to force refugees
back to camps like Dadaab and Kakuma and is justified by the government
as aresponse to recent terrorist attacks in the country. These attacks have
fueled awave of xenophobia, primarily directed at Somalis, as Nairobi
grapples with rising insecurity attributed—wrongly—to its refugee
population.

Fish, arefugee who has learned to navigate the hazards of living in Nairobi,

routinely uses his student ID to deflect police attention. However, the
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extortionist "fines' demanded by police weigh heavily on him, restricting his
daily life and forcing him to remain homebound. The streets of Nairobi,
once a place of opportunity, have become hostile, as each encounter with

law enforcement threatens his safety and freedom.

Background context enriches the narrative, highlighting Kenya's historical
unease with nomadic groups. This distrust traces back to colonia
administrative practices that sought to control and contain nomadism. The
modern reprise of such practices manifestsin policies attempting to
segregate and confine Somali refugees, mirroring colonial interventions of
the past.

The crackdown is emblematic of systemic abuses—the police exploit the
situation for personal gain, while societal fear and governmental measures
perpetuate the cycle of restriction and hardship for refugees. For Fish, these
adversities precipitate areconsideration of his stay in Nairobi. The
oppressive environment, compounded by financial strain and constant fear,

prompts him to contemplate returning to the refugee camps temporarily.

Somali ministers, human rights organizations, and Kenya'sjudicial system
attempt to counter the government’ s draconian efforts. However, the damage
is profound, as many Somalis, caught between the violence of war and the
hostility of their host country, opt to risk returning to Somalia. The narrative

encapsulates the broader themes of refugee displacement, the tenuous
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balancing act of survival in aforeign land, and the enduring hope for safety
and stability. Ultimately, for Fish, the decision to leave Nairobi is driven by

pragmatism and an earnest search for a semblance of peace.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the heart of adversity, you find Fish, ayoung
Somali refugee whose enduring resilience amidst hostile surroundings
serves as a beacon of hope and strength. Navigating a city that feels
increasingly menacing, Fish embodies remarkable adaptability and
resourcefulness, traits that you too can harness in challenging
situations. As the ever-looming specter of police extortion shadows
hisdaily life, Fish's determination to forge on despite uncertainty
speaks volumes about the power of the human spirit. This chapter,
while highlighting systemic injustices, underscores a vital lesson: in
life, cultivating inner resilience and finding innovative ways to
overcome barriers can transform the bitterest struggles into stories of
endurance and eventual triumph. By channeling Fish's resolve, you
can tackle life's hurdles with a strengthened mindset, turning adversity

into an opportunity for growth and self-discovery.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 27. The Stain of Sugar

Chapter 27 Summary: The Stain of Sugar

In Dadaab's Ifo 2 refugee camp, after surviving famine, Billai's family
decides to return to Somalia, influenced by Kenya's intention to repatriate
refugees. The return is marked by massive departures from the camp, though
few surrender their ration cards, an essential currency for food. Billai
remains behind with Nisho, entrusting him with their funds. Though Kenya
and AMISOM make progress in southern Somalia, her hometown Salidley
remains under al-Shabaab control, but the promise of stability and safety

there is compelling.

In Dadaab, a prayer gathering is held to combat rampant sexual violence,
where Nisho and Billai join others. The event is prompted by Selma's plight,
afriend who was raped and pressured into an unwanted marriage. Sheikh
Mohammed, a respected cleric, leads the prayers, cursing the perpetrators,

which seems to spark a decrease in attacks.

Soon after, two men are beaten by a crowd for smuggling ammunition,
highlighting community tensions. Meanwhile, inflation and economic
instability, exacerbated by the political dynamicsin Kenya and control of

northern smuggling routes, burden Nisho and Billai, straining their marriage.
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The sugar trade reflects the corruption entwining politics and business, as

diminished smuggling impacts livelihoods.

In the camp, other marriages suffer similar strains. Guled and Maryam face
hardship after their child’ s birth without her mother's support. Meanwhile,
Monday and Muna's relationship deteriorates due to the uncertainties of
camp life. A notable camp story, "Professor White Eyes," surfaces,
illustrating marital discord: a man divorces his wife, Habibo, for secretly

using contraception, refusing to have a child in the camp’ s desolate environs.

Nisho, seeking solace from his marital woes, confidesin his friend Mahat.
They philosophize over the camp's ebbing fortunes and the broader
implications of local political and economic gambles, with the worsening
plight of refugees underpinning a shared sense of despair but also
camaraderie. The narrative juxtaposes personal and communal struggles,

underscoring resilience amid adversity in the unforgiving refugee

environment.
Topic Details
Setting Dadaab's Ifo 2 refugee camp
Billai's Family Considers returning to Somalia due to Kenya's repatriation
Decisions policy.
Ration Cards Most refugees retain them as essential for food.

More Free Book %\ A P
undefin |


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Topic Details

Some areas, like Salidley, are under al-Shabaab, but there's

Control in Somalia hope for stability.

Held to combat sexual violence in the camp, led by Sheikh

Prayer Gathering Mohammed

Her experience of rape and forced marriage prompts

Selma's Plight i :
community action.

Community Tensions Two men beaten for smuggling, reflecting camp tensions.

Inflation and precarious conditions strain family dynamics and

Economic Challenges .
marriages.

Highlights corruption and impact on livelihoods due to

Sugar Trade .
smuggling control.

Relationships like Guled and Maryam's face difficulties due to

Marital Struggles camp conditions.

"Professor White lllustrates marital discord over secret contraception use in
Eyes" Story harsh camp conditions.

Nisho and Mahat consider camp's future and political

Refugees' Discussion o
implications.

Overall Themes Personal and community struggles showcase resilience.
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Chapter 28: 28. Becoming a L eader

#i# Chapter 28: Becoming a L eader

In the bustling refugee camp of Hagadera, a significant transition is
underway at the CARE social hall, a seemingly cage-like building where the
community gathers. Outside, a group of boys eagerly wait for arare musical
event, showcasing the cultural deprivation faced by the refugees. The scene
isset at atime of political change and uncertainty within the camp, where
youth |eadership elections highlight the aspirations and challenges of

refugees caught in the limbo of displacement.

Inside the hall, Tawane, the outgoing chairman of the youth umbrella, is
preparing to pass on the mantle to a new leader. Over the years, Tawane has
become a symbol of leadership for the youth, modeling his actions on the
principles of democracy and accountability he learned from NGO training.
His decision not to seek re-election aligns with a shift in national policy
under President Kenyatta, who has announced plans to repatriate Somali
refugees, igniting concern and anger among camp residents. Tawane, with
his political foresight, has already begun pivoting towards a new venture, an
NGO aimed at promoting peace in Somalia and managing the return of

refugees—projects that can secure future funding and influence.
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Fish, akey figure among the youth due to his English skills, shoulders the
role of trandator, reflecting the camp's international ambitions. As Tawane
steps down, heisreplaced by Garad, a younger leader who embodies the
next generation's optimism. Garad's inauguration speech isfilled with
hopeful rhetoric about democracy and unity, reflecting the aspirations of
young refugees eager to connect with aworld they imagine to be defined by
liberal ideals.

As speeches unfold, music becomes a metaphor for the cultural identity
suppressed by years of conflict and displacement. Performances by local
artists like Madar, a seasoned musician whose career was curtailed by war,
and Sid Ali, a poet displaced by a-Shabaab threats, infuse the event with a
poignant nostalgiafor Somali culture. Jowahir, asinger whose life reflects
the camp's hardships and resilience, captivates the crowd with her voice,

evoking memories of a home many long to return to.

Despite the hope and energy within the hall, challenges loom outside.
Tawane's speeches emphasi ze ambition and potential, but they clash with the
stark reality of limited opportunities for many camp residents. As the event
concludes, NGO messages of change echo hollowly, competing with
deep-rooted cultural practices like FGM, which Tawane navigates with one

foot in tradition and another in modernity.

The chapter closes with Tawane and the newly elected Garad busy with their
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laptops, plotting new paths in response to forthcoming policy shifts and
funding opportunities. They are emblematic of the camp's youth—a

generation that, despite the constraints of refugee life, dreams of leadership
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Chapter 29 Summary: 29. Too Much Football

Chapter 29: Too Much Football

In this chapter, the political landscape in Somalia mirrors the situations
faced by many countries where peace is declared prematurely. President
Kenyatta' s speech about Somalia echoes proclamations madein Irag and
Afghanistan, suggesting an unrealistic promise of peace. However, for Guled
and Maryam, two refugees living in the Dadaab camp in Kenya, the concept

of peace feels distant and subjective.

Maryam's mother, who has returned to Somalia, paints a picture of a
revitalized Mogadishu adorned with fresh fish, fruits, and opportunities,
contrasting sharply with the dreariness of Dadaab. Maryam, a mother of two
young children, finds the prospect of a better life and childcare in
Mogadishu difficult to resist. Still, she grapples with her husband Guled' s
obsession with football, which leaves him with little contribution to the
househol d.

The couple faces the harsh economic realities of camp life. While Guled
dreams of playing for Manchester United, he struggles with the lack of
money for essentials like powdered milk, which is viewed as a necessity

among camp mothers despite its expense. Guled'slove for football isa
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source of contention as Maryam struggles to secure sufficient support and

stability for their family.

The camp’ sinsecurity exacerbates their situation. Attacks and violence
become alarmingly commonplace, including an incident where ayoung
gunman shoots a police officer, leading to a public lynching. This event
becomes a crucial tipping point for Maryam, convincing her that it’stime to
return to Somalia for the sake of their children’s safety.

Maryam decides to leave for Mogadishu with their children, while Guled
remains in Dadaab, plagued by fears over returning due to his past with the
militant group al-Shabaab. Despite a public debate among the neighbors
siding with Maryam’ s decision, Guled is unsettled by the separation and his
inability to protect his family.

Guled isleft to navigate life in the camp without his family, wrestling with
his choices against the backdrop of economic hardship and insecurity.
Meanwhile, in Mogadishu, Maryam is surrounded by support from relatives,
prompting her to urge Guled to join her. However, Guled remains torn,
partly due to hisfears of being targeted by al-Shabaab.

The chapter draws to a close with Guled's struggle with the weight of his
decisions and the emptiness left by his family's departure. The photos sent

by Maryam serve as bittersweet reminders of what he has lost, underscoring
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his isolation and longing for afuture where he can be both secure and
reunited with his loved ones. Without his family, Guled' slifeinthecampis
stark; what was once their home is now an empty shell, reflecting the

emotional and physical void left by their absence.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 30. The Night Watchmen

### Chapter 30: The Night Watchmen

This chapter delves into the events surrounding the escal ation of violence
known as the "sugar wars" within arefugee camp. It begins with the
character Guled reflecting on the fortuitous timing of Maryam's departure
amidst rising tensions. On May 23rd, tensions culminated with a violent

attack on the camp's night watchmen, instigating fear among the residents.

Kheyro and her sisters are startled awake by the sound of gunfire, which
leaves them anxiously counting the shots in the darkness. The following
morning, their mother, Rukia, returns with distressing news: three
individuals were killed, and one was injured, with two of the victims being
their relatives, Ero and his son, Weli. This tragedy affects Kheyro deeply,
prompting her to take a day off work to support her family.

The chapter then provides background on Ero, a man with a complex past
tied to the Ogaden region in Ethiopia, where an ongoing insurgency has
displaced many refugees. Ero had escaped persecution for allegedly
collaborating with the rebel Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) and
found refuge in Dadaab, where he ran a small food stall and worked as a

night watchman.
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The narrative shiftsto Ero's account of the night of the attack. Concerned by
the presence of individuals linked to Ethiopian intelligence, Ero warned his
son to stay under the mosquito net while he conducted his watchman duties.
Tragicaly, Weli confronted two men looking for Ero. As Ero tried to protect

his son, gunmen fired, injuring Ero and killing Weli.

Following the shootings, the refugee community gathers for the funerals of
the victims. Nisho, afriend of one of the deceased, and other camp residents
feel a deep sense of communal loss, prompting widespread participation in
the mourning. The presence of characters like Guled and Professor White

Eyes highlights the broader impact on the community.

Ero, now recovering from hisinjuries, faces ongoing threats and
bureaucracy, with limited trust in the local authorities or the UNHCR.
Despite these challenges, the chapter underscores the complex web of
violence and conflicting narratives within the camp. Various theories
circulate about the motives behind the attack, ranging from robbery to gang
disputes, with local and international media often misconstruing the

situation, further fueling prejudice against the refugees.
The chapter paints agrim picture of life in the camp, illustrating the

pervasive insecurity and the tangled interplay between personal stories and

larger geopolitical tensions.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Strength in community and resilience amidst adversity
Critical Interpretation: In the face of the relentless challenges that life
throws at you, it’s easy to feel isolated and overwhelmed. However,
this chapter serves as a poignant reminder that you are never truly
alone, even in desperate times. When tragedy unexpectedly strikes the
refugee camp, robbing families of their loved ones and instilling fear,
it is the community's collective spirit that shines through the darkness.
The chapter illustrates that by rallying together, sharing grief, and
supporting one another, you can uncover a profound strength to
endure even the most daunting adversity. Witnessing the deep sense of
communal loss and the solidarity at the funerals shows you that it is
through connections and shared human experiences that you find the
resilience to persevere. Despite the chaos and insecurity surrounding
them, the characters in the camp embody a significant lesson in unity,
underlining an essential truth — that through togetherness and mutual

support, you can face any challenge that comes your way.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 31. Sugar Daddy

Chapter 31 of the book unfolds against the backdrop of atense and complex
situation in the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya, overshadowed by the
intertwining issues of sports, smuggling, and insurgency. On Saturday, May
25, the day after afuneral, most young men in the camp are drawn to the
alure of the UEFA Champions L eague final between Bayern Munich and
Borussia Dortmund—a rare escape from their harsh realities. Y et, amid the
excitement, some, like Guled, are reminded by cautionary voices like Auntie
of potential police crackdowns that often follow security incidents, leading
him to miss the match and instead keep alow profile by calling friends for
updates.

In Dadaab, Chief of Police Sharif, a man wrapped in dubious dealings and
visibly prosperous from orchestrating illegal sugar smuggling operations,
stands at the center of aweb of corruption. Sharif is suspected of profiting
substantially from allowing trucks of smuggled sugar and even flour stolen
from the UN to pass through with fake documentation. Hisillicit dealings
cause resentment among the rank-and-file policemen, who feel exploited and
underpaid. Sharif’s notorious reputation has even earned him the moniker
"sugar daddy" among the UN staff, as he seamlessly engages with both
sides—cooperating with US-funded community policing while making

appearances at the UN canteen.
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The day continues with a dramatic shift as an al-Shabaab attack near the
Somali border at Damgjale unfolds. The militants take advantage of the
night’s major soccer distraction, causing casualties and kidnappings. The
attack exposes the tension between the police's vigilant duties and Sharif’s
negligence, as heis rumored to have ignored warnings to reinforce the

attacked area, allegedly due to gripes over disrupted smuggling operations.

This dangerous mix of soccer distractions, police corruption, and militant
activitiesresultsin Sharif's eventual downfall. Frustration within the force
and distress in the refugee camps due to heightened smuggling-associated
instability call for immediate governmental intervention. Consequently, a
change in leadership is decreed from Nairobi, replacing Sharif with Hassan,
alocal Somali who effectively tackles the smuggling networks. Hassan's
understanding of local dynamics leads to atemporary halt in smuggling and
fights, much to the relief of the refugees despite increased market prices due
to the lack of smuggled goods.

However, Hassan's efficient disruption of the sugar trade creates
dissatisfaction among higher-ups profiting from the racket. The market
dynamics compel authorities to replace Hassan quickly. His successor,

Roba, from the Borana tribe, reinstates the previous order under different
directives, allowing smuggling to quietly resume and leading to adrop in
sugar prices, reducing tension in the camp. Misguided local beliefs credit the

improvement to divine intervention during Ramadan, but UNHCR'’ s new
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head, Ahmed, with insights from past experiences in conflict zones,
understandsiit’s orchestrated smuggling peace keeping local economic

conditions stable at the cost of continued |awlessness.
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Chapter 32: 32. Italy, or Die Trying

Chapter 32: "Italy, or Die Trying"

The chapter opens on a tense Sunday morning in Dadaab, a massive refugee
camp in Kenya, where fear and uncertainty pervade the atmosphere
following arecent violent attack in nearby Damajale. The residents,
including young Guled and his friends, are gathered around Guled' s Auntie's
khat stall seeking comfort in each other's company. The khat stall actsas a
central hub where the young men discuss the challenges they face. The
group employs coded language and hand signals to avoid the ears of
potential informants, as discussing sensitive topics openly is dangerous due

to the presence of spies from al-Shabaab or local government forces.

The stall turnsinto alively scene as the boys joke about khat, a local
stimulant, sharing humorous anecdotes about its side effects. However, the
mood shifts when one of the group members receives a call from afriend
who successfully made it to Italy. This boy, who left Dadaab a year prior,
describes hisjourney across perilous migration routes through Sudan, Libya,
and finally across the Mediterranean to the Italian island of Lampedusa. He
paints a picture of opportunity and successin Italy, contrasting starkly with
their stagnant situation in Dadaab.

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

The phone call sparks a fierce debate among the friends about attempting the
dangerous journey themselves. Different migration routes are discussed,
each fraught with risks such as kidnappings, exorbitant costs, and the threat
of death at sea. Despite these dangers, the alure of a better lifein Europeis
strong. For many in the camp, reaching Europe symbolizes success and

hope, a stark contrast to their life in Dadaab where opportunities and futures

seem dim.

Their current predicament is amplified by geopolitical shifts: routes to

Y emen and Saudi Arabia are closed due to border fortifications, and Isragl's
strict policies and harsh treatment of migrants have made northern routes
impossible. Instead, the desperate continue to attempt the crossing to Europe

via treacherous smuggling paths.

The group discusses the high costs associated with such journeys, often
requiring savings or debt from extended families. The conversation reveals a
grim reality where many undertake these perilous journeys with survival
merely a hope and no guarantee. Italy, though not the ideal destination, is
seen as a gateway to Northern Europe—the ultimate goal for many, despite

the harsh conditions awaiting them there.
News of another explosion in the camp soon follows, cutting communication

by destroying atelecom tower and deepening the insecurity felt by the
refugees. This reinforces the bleak situation they face, caught between
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conflict-ridden Somalia and an increasingly voléatile refugee existencein

Kenya.

Amidst the uncertainty, Guled contemplates his responsibilities and the pain
of being unable to provide for his family. With no immediate prospect of
change, he resolvesto fast, both as a spiritual act and a means to send what
little he can save to his family. Ramadan approaches, offering afleeting

sense of solace as he navigates the complexities of faith, family, and survival
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Chapter 33 Summary: 33. Waiting for the Moon

In the chapter "Waiting for the Moon," the atmosphere in Dadaab refugee
camp reflects a cautious optimism as fasting during the holy month of
Ramadan seems to bring blessings and positive changes. The camp embraces
asense of collective spirituality, evident in an unexpected cool breeze during
the otherwise harsh Hagar season, which the refugees interpret as adivine
blessing. This month traditionally associated with violence by militants like
al-Shabaab, instead, marks liberation for kidnapped M SF (M édecins Sans
Frontieres) workers in Mogadishu, signaling a moment of relief even though

it does not change security protocols moving forward.

As Ramadan progresses, characters like Guled begin to see signs of
normalcy returning to life. His enthusiasm is captured by hosting a football
match between his team, Leopards FC, and an Ethiopian side, demonstrating
some semblance of organization and community effort. However, Guled,
like many others, wrestles with personal longings as he engages in selling
khat during Ramadan, treating it as a necessary distraction from his yearning

to reunite with his family.

Meanwhile, the camp undergoes significant changes. Along the expansive
roads of 1fo 2, women are seen building huts to replace old tents, signifying
a period of reconstruction and hope. Nisho, another key character, builds a

new home beside his old rental, marking a shift in priorities as he focuses on
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creating a permanent settlement while ignoring the relevant socio-economic
changes such as resumption of smuggling or a departure of a corrupt police
chief. Concurrently, UN biometric verification procedures disrupt the
existing system as they aim to correct inflated food distribution lists. This
move causes a stir, drawing families from far and wide who need to verify
their food ration cards, as they are no longer valid under the new system.
Thisinflux of people causes the camp to swell, as they navigate the process
amidst the pressures of the external political situation and internal power

dynamics.

For Nisho, the chapter is also about personal growth. His father-in-law's
return from Somalia brings news of hard-won freedoms and setbacks alike,
describing a harvest devoured by birds. This narrative impacts Nisho and his
wife, Billai, fostering both nostalgia and a cautious approach to the idea of
returning to Somalia. Their perspectives undergo a shift with the news of
Billai's pregnancy, which solidifies their commitment to building alifein
Dadaab. Nisho's dedication to constructing a new house underscores his
sense of responsibility and the blending of personal aspirations with tangible
goals.

As the chapter unfolds, Eid approaches, atime of reflection and celebration,
yet marred by scarcity. Mahat, another camp resident, exemplifies the
struggle to balance spiritual fulfillment with everyday needs. Having quit a

job during Ramadan due to poor pay and harsh conditions, he finds solace in
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religious practices and dreams of afuture as a sheikh, while the camp seesa
wave of pressure from militias soliciting recruits with promises of food and
purpose. Despite the looming economic and political uncertainties, Mahat
focuses on enriching his spiritual practice, holding onto the hope of

improving his life post-Ramadan.

As preparations for Eid culminate with the awaited sighting of the new
moon, Nisho and Mahat ponder their limited resources to partake in the
feast. Community-driven efforts rise to support those in dire need,
emphasizing solidarity within the camp even in times of scarcity. In this
narrative of interwoven personal and communal journeys, the chapter ends
with avisual acknowledgment of the resilient spirit within Dadaab, where
dreams coexist with the enduring presence of patience and hope against all
odds.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 34. Eid EIl-Fitr

Chapter 34 Summary: Eid €-Fitr

On the murky night of Wednesday, August 7, the sky over Dadaab, Kenya,
was obscured by thick clouds, making it difficult for the mullahs to spot the
new moon, which would signal the end of Ramadan. Confusion reigned
when reports later suggested no confirmed sightings of the moon, leading to
an official delay in Eid celebrations to Friday in many parts of Kenya.
However, in the town of Dadaab and nearby areas, the faithful continued
with their celebrations undeterred by the ambiguity, marking the end of

Ramadan with excitement and anticipation.

By the morning of Eid, Dadaab was abuzz with festivities. Streets burst with
life as women, men, and children donned their finest attire, immersing
themselves in celebratory commerce and exchanging last-minute gifts.
Amidst the joyous atmosphere, the local town madman enjoyed himself,
playfully miming the children's choice of toy for the day: plastic guns. As
the festival continued, stores buzzed with activity and shopkeepers shared
their wealth generoudly.

Traditionally marked with mass prayers, Eid saw the convergence of the

town's community and the nearby refugee camps. Despite tensions between
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different Islamic sects, the dominant Sufi community continued to preside
over the event. Tens of thousands gathered in prayer, forming endless rows
of worshippers glimmering in colorful attire under a clouded sky. The
spiritual silence was broken only by the call to prayer and the blessings

marking Ramadan's end.

Following the prayers, the festive mood continued with family gatherings
and feasting. Nisho, exhausted from a night of work but joyful with earnings
in hand, joined the bustling market, mingling with other celebrants. Even as
children flocked around juice vendors and playful banter filled the air, the

pal pable camaraderie of the day overshadowed usual societal divisions.

Conversations drifted from pleasantries to discussions about politics and
socia dynamics, especially among male gatherings, a common theme
interwoven into communal interactions. White Eyes, a vivid character of
ambitious spirit, entertained guests with tales illustrating social mobility, a
myth essential for maintaining hope in Dadaab, as gossip and laughter

intertwined with political discourse over tea and feast offerings.

Elsewhere, Muna, embroiled in personal struggles and verging toward a
life-changing move to Australia, spent Eid with her new boyfriend and
friends, engrossed in a haze of khat and alcohol. The past month had seen
her entanglements lead to dramatic confrontations and realignments of

relationships, emblematic of her turbulent struggle within camp life. Her
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aspirations for resettlement and release from the confines of Dadaab were
interspersed with necessary steps such as interviews and medical
evaluations, propelled by hopeful anticipation alongside cynical awareness

of her current lifestyl€e's detrimental effects.

Asthe day unfolded, the camp's dual nature was evident: saturated with
sacred observance and secular indulgences, comforted by traditions yet
infused with individual aspirations and social interactions. Muna, while
vowing to better herself before starting anew in Australia, contemplated the
possibility of finding khat even in her future haven, a poignant reminder of

the perennial binds of her habits and cultural ties.

In the interwoven lives of Dadaab residents, the chapter paints avivid
picture of Eid as amicrocosm of broader struggles and hopes, illustrating
resilience, cultural interplay, and the constant yearning for change amid the

steady pulse of camp life.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 35. Solar Mamas

Chapter 35, titled "Solar Mamas," describes a significant turning point in the
lives of Isha and her family, who have been living in a refugee camp after
fleeing from Baidoa. As Eid celebrations unfold for the third time in the
camp, Ishafeelsamix of excitement and apprehension due to a new

opportunity that has come her way.

Bunker Roy, an Indian philanthropist known for his work with Barefoot
Collegein Rgjasthan, India, visits the camp with a UN team. He introduces a
program aimed at empowering isolated and underserved communities by
training women as solar engineers. The program's innovative approach,
guided by the philosophy that technology and innovation should originate at
the village level, seeksto train illiterate grandmothers from various
countries, utilizing hand gestures and visual learning to overcome language
barriers. However, in Isha’'s block, elders choose |sha and her neighbor
Hawo, both of whom do not fit the traditional criteria. Ishais chosen because
she can read and write, while Hawo is selected due to her husband's

polygamous situation.

Despite concerns about security and cultural differencesin India, Bunker
assures the community that the women will be safe. The women also learn
that communication with their families during the training period will be

allowed. The program promises to transform their lives, offering them a
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chance to bring sustainable energy back to their community. However, the
guick decision-making process and lack of preparation cause concern among
some UN staff.

As Ishaand her group prepare for the journey, they find themselves caught
between excitement and fear. The chaotic yet hopeful environment within
the UN compound contrasts starkly with the refugee camp's harsh realities,
where Isha's children still face basic struggles like slegping in tents during

the rainy season.

During the UN-facilitated preparations, Ishafills out her travel forms, a
process that highlights the communication challenges and cultural gaps they
face. Despite the language barrier, they come to trust the process, bolstered
by Sam, a compassionate UN worker who helps guide them.

Rumors and skepticism swirl within the camp, driven by distrust in foreign
motives and fear of exploitation. Isha reassures Hawo and her family,
focusing on the potential positive outcomes. Though worried about her
family's welfare in her absence, Ishais supported by her husband, Gab, who

sees the program as a path to hope.
Driven by the vision of a better future, Isha puts her faith in Bunker Roy's

charismatic promise of change. She dismantles her survival strategiesin the

camp and prepares for a journey filled with unknowns, trusting in the
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possibility of transformation.
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Chapter 36: 36. Knowledge Never Expires

Chapter 36: Knowledge Never Expires

Kheyro, arefugee in the Dadaab camp, was about to |eave the camp for the
first time. Though it wasn't her dream destination of Canada, the trip to
Garissafor teacher training felt like a significant step forward. Recently,
Kheyro had been able to afford new clothes and shared meals with
neighbors, making her family feel prosperous.

Kheyro had always wanted to visit Garissa, the capital of North Eastern
Province, but lacked the necessary documents and funds for a bribe to obtain
atravel pass. lronically, the chaotic security situation, worsened by
bombings, led to a shortage of Kenyan teachers willing to work in the camp.
This opened opportunities for less-qualified incentive-refugee instructors

like Kheyro.

After growing weary of her job at Handicap International, Kheyro applied
for ateaching position advertised in the camp. She confidently navigated the
interview process and was offered a job at Equator Primary School in Ifo 2.
The transition from giving massages to teaching offered a new sense of
purpose and excitement, alleviated by the convenience of aminibusto

transport her between camps.
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Equator Primary faced significant challenges, with an overwhelming
pupil-to-teacher ratio. The school was a collection of concrete classrooms,
home to over 2,150 pupils, representing only afraction of school-aged
children in the camp. Despite the hurdles, Kheyro embraced her role,

enriched by the school's motto, "Knowledge never expires."

The headmaster, a Ugandan refugee with arich history, had once been
Kheyro' s teacher. Together with the other staff, they worked to educate
children who, due to the disruptive effects of war, did not adhere to standard
grade placements. Kheyro juggled teaching three subjects, including her
favorite, science, despite cultural sensitivities surrounding human biology

lessons. Her work was physically and mentally demanding but fulfilling.

Kheyro quickly realized the unequal dynamics of the incentive system.
Refugee teachers earned a fraction of what their Kenyan counterparts made,
fostering frustration and a sense of injustice. Despite lacking benefits like
paid sick leave, vacation, and a pension, Kheyro’sincome was vital for her

family, saving them from relying on unfamiliar rations like sorghum.

Soon, Kheyro and other teachers boarded a bus for Garissa Teacher's
College. Nervous about police checkpoints due to their lack of identification,
they managed to reach Garissa with external assistance. The college

experience was life-changing for Kheyro, who relished the comfort and
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cleanliness, savoring three daily meals for the first time.

Back home, her mother, Rukia, noticed her daughter's enhanced appearance
and optimism. The trip kindled Kheyro’ s aspirations for higher education.
Fortunately, educational opportunities were becoming more accessible:
Kenyatta University had opened a campus in Dadaab, and Y ork University
introduced online diplomas for refugees. With dreams of further education

and new horizons, Kheyro looked towards the future with hope and
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Chapter 37 Summary: 37. Welcome to Westgate

### Chapter 37: Welcome to Westgate

The Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi's affluent Westlands area,
characterized by luxury and security, starkly contrasts the nearby
Somali-popul ated neighborhood of Eastleigh. The mall, owned by Israglis,
was ahub for Nairobi's elite and expatriates, with high-end shops and
international dining options. It was, unfortunately, a marked target for
potential terrorist attacks, suggested by security warnings of imminent
threats from both national and Western agencies in the days leading up to the

incident.

On asunny Saturday, September 21, 2013, the tranquil air shattered when
armed gunmen launched a brutal attack on the mall. Arrivingina
Mitsubishi, they unleashed grenades and gunfire, initially targeting dinersin
open-air restaurants. They then split up, entering the mall from different
points and shooting indiscriminately, their methodical approach akin to a

grim video game scenario.
Chaos erupted as shoppers, caught unawares, scrambled for safety, many

trying to escape through emergency exits or hiding in cupboards and toilets,

while gunfire and grenade explosions resonated throughout the building.
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CCTV footage captured the chilling eventsin real-time, displaying civilians

desperate actions and the attackers' cold efficiency.

The attackers, linked to the Somali militant group al-Shabaab, |ater
identified themselves during the siege, targeting non-Muslims among
hostages by demanding they recite Islamic declarations of faith. Initialy, the
police response was sluggish, with jurisdictional disputes delaying effective
containment. Frustrated vigilantes, including former Kenyan special forces
and influential figures, attempted rescue operations, highlighting the
inadequacy of the official response.

Despite the attackers eventual retreat after police intervention, the
government's handling of the crisis was marred by miscommunication and
inefficiency. Kenyan President Kenyatta's declaration of a successful
operation contradicted the grim reality of death, destruction, and failed
coordination efforts among security forces. Subsequent revel ations exposed
military looting and misinformation regarding the attackers' numbers and

identities,

The Westgate attack had broader implications, exacerbating ethnic tensions
within Kenya, particularly against the Somali community. In the aftermath,
the government faced criticism over extrgjudicial actions and the harassment
of Somali residents and refugees. A nationalist sentiment, propagated by

state slogans, excluded Somalis, who were increasingly viewed with
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suspicion.

Internationally, the incident drew condemnation and highlighted the ongoing
conflict in Somalia, with al-Shabaab claiming the attack as retaliation for
Kenyan military activitiesin Somalia. The siege became a turning point,
altering perceptions of security and ethnic relationsin Kenya, while

intensifying calls for actions against perceived internal threats.

Domestically, the attack provoked political maneuvering, with the President
and Vice President utilizing the crisisto further their agendas, particularly to
address international legal pressures at The Hague. Y et, the aftermath saw

little accountability or change, as investigations stalled and political rhetoric

failed to trandate into meaningful security reforms or reconciliation efforts.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 38. Westgate Two

#i## Chapter 38: Westgate Two

In the aftermath of Maryam's departure, Guled found solace in watching
television at the makeshift cinemain his block. The routine was disrupted
when news of aterrorist attack at Nairobi's Westgate Mall flashed on the
screen, capturing the attention of everyone present. However, the grim
reality of violence was not new to the young men of the camp, desensitized
by frequent reports of bombings in places like Mogadishu, Syria, and
Afghanistan. The group was divided; one faction wanted to continue
watching the news, while others preferred to watch afootball match. The

dispute was resolved with the arrival of another television.

Guled was troubled by the Westgate attack's impact on innocent lives but
found his personal crisis regarding Maryam more pressing. He hadn't sent
her money for weeks due to financial struggles and was contemplating
returning home, despite the risks. Then, unexpectedly, Maryam called during
the attack, informing him that she was on her way back to the camp from
Jilib. Guled was unsure of her intentions but planned to discuss his decision

to return.

Their reunion at Hawa Jube revealed changes. Maryam appeared healthier,
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but notably, their daughter, Sadr, had been left behind with Guled's sister.
Maryam'sinitial happiness faded as she disclosed that her return was also
driven by medical needs. A persistent tumor, caused by a past injury,
required surgery she hoped to access in Dadaab, but the camp's medical

facilities were overwhelmed and unreliable.

The camp was tense, fearing retaliation for Westgate. Amidst this, Nisho and
Billai faced personal tragedy; Billai miscarried, heightening domestic
tensionsin their household. The couple struggled with grief and financial

pressure, as Nisho needed funds to furnish their new home.

In the broader context, the Westgate attack intensified scrutiny on Dadaab.
The Kenyan government accused the camp of sheltering terrorists, aclaim
dismissed by camp officials who insisted Dadaab was heavily monitored.

However, mistrust lingered, feeding calls for a crackdown on the refugees.

A secondary attack, dubbed 'Westgate Two', occurred at the cinema when
armed men opened fire during a film screening, injuring several boys. This
event, while not as deadly as the original Westgate attack, instilled fear
similar to that experienced in Nairobi. Guled, alarmed for hisfriends' safety,
helped transport the injured to the hospital.

Maryam, shaken by the violence and poor living conditions, questioned her

decision to return. The camp's demoralizing atmosphere worsened with food
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ration cuts by the World Food Programme, interpreted as punitive measures
linked to Westgate. A solar eclipse further unsettled the refugees, considered

an ominous sign.

Amidst these challenges, a 'Tripartite' agreement was signed by Kenya,
Somalia, and the UN, aiming for the 'voluntary' repatriation of refugees to
Somalia. Appointed officials, like Cabinet Secretary Joseph Ole Lenku,
publicly declared intentions to close Dadaab, urging refugeesto aid in
rebuilding Somalia despite ongoing conflicts and instability in the region.
Refugee leaders argued that conditions were not conducive for a safe return,
but their concerns were largely ignored. The future of Dadaab and its
inhabitants hung in uncertainty as political motives overshadowed

humanitarian needs.
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Chapter 39 Summary: 39. A Lap Dance with the UN

In March 2014, in the sweltering heat of Dadaab, Kenya, Albert, the District
Commissioner, grappled with frustration as he waited for UN orders to
execute a repatriation agreement for Somali refugees. The initiative had been
stalled by complex international politics involving the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and various human rights
organizations, concerned about sending refugees back to conflict-ridden
Somalia. Albert laments that political motivations overshadow the refugees

plight while highlighting the internal chaos within the Kenyan government.

As Albert waits, bureaucratic squabblesin UN officesin Geneva halt
progress on the tripartite agreement for refugee return, which remains vague
and controversial. The sheer logistical challenge of repatriation,
compounded with Somalias instability, raises ethical dilemmas about
whether aiding returnsis inherently humane or endangering. While some
UN officialsin Nairobi favor avoluntary return process, the stark realities of
ongoing Somali violence and political uncertainties muddle these

discussions.

Simultaneously, local dynamics in Dadaab reflect larger political games.
Resettlement quotas in aid agencies see continuous cuts as the notion of
Dadaab being atemporary camp gets further cemented, despite its longevity
and size. Amidst tightened rations and budget slashes, desperation growsin
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the camp as an imagined narrative of an eventual peaceful return to Somalia

persists, forcing agencies to revise strategies and slash services.

Tensions rise outside Dadaab with increased terror incidents in Kenya,
further inflaming xenophobia against Somali refugees. Government
crackdowns ensue, culminating in "Operation Usalama Watch," ostensibly
targeting illegal aliens but effectively pushing many to flee back to Dadaab
or risk detainment. Despite the operation's mishandled execution, which
merely results in extorting bribes and mistakenly deporting even Kenyan
citizens, it bizarrely garners diplomatic support from Western nations,

granting Kenya areprieve from international scrutiny.

Meanwhile, Fish, a Somali refugee in Nairobi, experiences escalating police
harassment amid the raids. Constantly extorted for bribes, his precarious
situation in the city becomes untenable, mirroring broader struggles faced by
Somali communities across the country. Many, like Fish, end up gravitating
back to Dadaab, illustrating the cycle of displacement and uncertainty faced
by the refugees.

Despite the political hullabaloo aiming to reduce Dadaab’ s population,
conflict in southern Somalia, driven by AMISOM's military operations,
destabilizes the region further. Disrupted trade routes and spiked food prices
fuel fresh displacement within Somalia, with many fleeing to Dadaab,

inadvertently swelling the camp's numbers against the Kenyan government’s
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ambitions. In essence, while international diplomacy and local politics push
for an organized reduction, the complex web of insecurity and bureaucratic

inertia ensures that Dadaab’ s story remains one of resilience amid chaos.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience Amid Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 39 of "City of Thorns," Albert's
endeavor amidst overwhelming bureaucratic and political obstacles
highlights a powerful theme: resilience amid adversity. This key point
sheds light on the importance of maintaining resilience when faced
with multifaceted challenges, ssimilar to how you might navigate
obstaclesin your own life. Even when every path seems barred by
bureaucracy or delayed by political intricacies, the persistence
displayed by individuals, like Albert, encapsulates the human spirit’s
ability to withstand, adapt, and remain steadfast. Reflecting on this,
you can find inspiration to stay resolute and determined, even in trying
circumstances, believing that with persistence and resilience, you can
forge a path through even the most tangled situations to create

meaningful change.
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Chapter 40: 40. A Better Place

The chapter "A Better Place" follows the complex lives of refugees from the

Dadaab camp as they face difficult choices, underscored by an
acknowledgment of the multi-layered challenges faced by displaced
populations. Set in December 2014, this intricate narrative spans the hope
and despair experienced by severa characters as they navigate the

exigencies of war, displacement, and aspiration.

The chapter opens with the symbolic return of ninety-one former refugees
from Dadaab camp to Kismayo, Somalia. This followed an agreement for
"spontaneous, voluntary returns,” a decision influenced more by dire
conditions in Dadaab than by improvements in Somalia's stability. Asthey
crossed the barren border under the protection of Kenyan and Somali police,
encompassing both hope and peril, it becomes evident that the
socio-political context remains bleak, with al-Shabaab still posing a credible
threat.

The logistics of resettlement are outlined: returnees receive basic
supplies—mosguito nets, jerrycans, solar lanterns—along with food rations
and a small monetary stipend meant to aid in transition. Despite these
efforts, there isa striking paradox: amidst requests for global humanitarian
aid totalling hundreds of millions, both sides of the border face severe

hunger. This situation reaches a critical point in Dadaab, where the World
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Food Programme drastically cuts rations due to financial constraints,
exacerbating the plight of those already on the edge. The stark ration cuts
prompt many, particularly those in dire need like the inhabitants of block
M2, to contemplate returning to war-torn Somalia as survival within the

camp becomes untenable.

Central to this story is Isha, an ambitious refugee with dreams of becoming a
solar engineer, a vision obstructed by bureaucracy and broken promises.
Faced with the harsh new reality of ration cuts, she is determined to stay for
the sake of her children's education, the initial reason she fled Somalia. Her
situation reflects a broader theme of tenacity and sacrifice, a poignant aspect

of the refugee experience.

Parallel narrativesillustrate the varied ways refugees adapt. Nisho, afather
struggling with malnutrition due to self-sacrifice for his family amid waning
economic opportunities, embodies the grim challenges faced by many in the
camp. Meanwhile, figures like Tawane navigate these turbulent
environments through strategic engagement with authorities and non-profits,
hopeful yet burdened by the ‘what ifs' of potential freedom and opportunity

had circumstances been different.
The chapter also highlights those who find a sliver of fortune. White Eyes, a

refugee who leveraged his social skillsto become aradio host, sees a bright

future both for his career and potentially in America, adding athread of
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optimism amidst the uncertainty. In contrast, Guled, with agrowing family
and mounting debt, contempl ates the hazardous journey of "tahrib," or

illegal migration to Europe, considering it a desperate yet noble attempt to
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