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About the book

In "Class A," Robert Muchamore plunges readers back into the

adrenaline-soaked life of young James Adams, whose latest mission as part

of the clandestine CHERUB agency sets the stakes higher than ever. This

time, the mission delves into the dangerous underworld of a notorious drug

empire, where James must navigate deceit, betrayal, and peril while posing

undercover as a teenager immersed in overindulgence and privilege.

Seamlessly blending daring espionage with the authentic dilemmas of

adolescence, Muchamore crafts a gripping narrative that explores the thin

line between right and wrong, offering a vivid exploration of loyalty,

ambition, and the true price of undercover work. As James fights to keep his

real identity a secret, he grapples with buried family secrets and trust in

those who could unravel everything. With its fast-paced action, "Class A"

ensures that readers will race through its pages, eager to discover just how

far James will go to dismantle the dangerous forces arrayed against him.
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About the author

Robert Muchamore is a celebrated British author renowned for his

captivating young adult spy novels, particularly the CHERUB series. Born

on December 26, 1972, in the lively city of London, Muchamore discovered

his flair for storytelling relatively late, transitioning from a 13-year career in

private investigation to the world of literature. In 2004, his inaugural novel

"The Recruit" marked the beginning of the CHERUB saga, propelling him

into the spotlight with its unique mix of covert operations, adolescent

intrigue, and compelling character narratives. Over the years, Muchamore's

works have not only captured the imaginations of young readers worldwide

but also earned critical acclaim for their gripping plots, relatable characters,

and insightful explorations of youth and espionage. As a master storyteller,

Robert Muchamore continues to influence the landscape of young adult

fiction with his distinctive voice and thrilling narratives.
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Chapter 1 Summary: HEAT

Chapter Summary: Heat

In a grueling endeavor to rescue two eight-year-olds held hostage, James and

Bruce embark on a ten-kilometer uphill jog on a rugged gravel path leading

to a secluded villa. The young boys, who are allies on a mission, struggle

with the oppressive heat and swarms of insects buzzing in the sunset. James,

who bears the brunt of teasing from Bruce about his body weight, insists that

his genetics are to blame. Their trek requires navigating the difficult terrain,

frequently necessitating stops for both rest and orientation with their GPS

and map.

Upon reaching the villa’s vicinity, they encounter the first major obstacle: a

wire fence. As they pause to patch up Bruce’s injured hand from

thorn-inflicted cuts, the team faces the grim realization of near proximity to

potential captors and danger. Equipped with a first aid kit, James tends to the

wound amidst mutual banters over their first aid class and romantic pursuits

gone awry.

Braving forward, the duo bypasses initial security barriers, honing in

stealthily towards the villa. Their progress is subsequently interrupted by an

encounter with a looming rottweiler, guarding the premises with fierce
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intent. A tense standoff ensues, where James distracts the dog while Bruce

manages to unlock the door, granting them shelter inside.

The boys, driven by urgency, conduct a quick but thorough search of the

seemingly deserted villa, noting signs of recent occupancy but no immediate

threats. They recover the keys to a Mercedes in the garage, envisaging it as

their getaway vehicle once they secure the hostages. Surprisingly

unchallenged, they rescue Jake and Laura, only to be delayed by Laura’s

insistence on a bathroom break, a mundane yet pressing need amidst the

chaos.

Tension peaks upon finding the getaway car inoperative, leading them to

suspect deliberate sabotage designed to entrap them. While contemplating

their next move, the unexpected catastrophe unfolds—James is rendered

incapacitated by gunfire from an unseen assailant, underlining the gravity

and danger of their mission.

Through this harrowing tale, author [Name] intertwines human vulnerability,

youthful whimsy, and rich narrative tension, setting the stage for the

precarious challenges that lie ahead for these brave young adventurers.

Layers of teamwork, friendship, and adversity are explored in this

suspenseful chapter, leaving the reader on tenterhooks, eager for the story’s

continuation.
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Chapter 2 Summary: STINGING

In Chapter 2, "Stinging," the focus is on a training exercise gone wrong,

 highlighting the competitive spirit among young recruits at CHERUB, a

covert organization where children are trained as agents. The chapter opens

with James Adams, a student at CHERUB, being bested in a paintball

exercise by his peers, Kerry Chang and Gabrielle. Despite James' surrender,

Kerry continues to fire paintballs at him, exacerbating his embarrassment

and pain.

The scene shifts to Mr. Norman Large, the head training instructor at

CHERUB, who appears with a trained rottweiler named Thatcher. Mr. Large

is known for his intimidating presence and rigorous training methods. He

critiques James and his teammate Bruce for their poor performance during

the exercise. The criticism centers on delayed arrival at the villa, lack of a

proper survey, and erroneous escape strategy, all of which go against the

training protocols. Mr. Large imposes an emergency fitness plan on James,

underscoring the importance of both physical fitness and tactical awareness.

Kerry and Gabrielle, having successfully completed the task, mock the boys'

failure, receiving a B grade for their efforts because they faced such weak

opposition. This interaction underscores the rivalry and camaraderie among

agents-in-training.
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The chapter concludes with Mr. Large and the others driving back, leaving

James and Bruce to find their way home on foot as a form of extended

punishment. The ordeal is a lesson in teamwork, strategy, and readiness, as

James reflects on his failure to heed advice to improve his act and fitness

level. This chapter effectively sets the stage for both character development

and the rigorous expectations of CHERUB training.
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Chapter 3 Summary: SUN

Chapter 3 of the story revolves around the misadventures of James and other

 kid agents on the Mediterranean island of C—, where they spend their

summers as part of the CHERUB program. CHERUB is a secret

organization that employs orphaned children as spies. While their time on

the island is intended as a mostly recreational retreat, the children are always

expected to maintain their fitness and participate in occasional training drills.

James, like many before him, becomes complacent amidst the allure of the

beach and the camaraderie of his fellow agents. He neglects his training

regimen, indulging instead in beach activities and late-night movie binges.

Ignoring the sage advice from his friend Kerry to prepare for a training

exercise, he opts for a carefree jaunt on a jet ski. This lapse in discipline

proves costly, as he and his friend Bruce later find themselves scrambling

back to their hostel against a midnight deadline.

En route, James reflects on his poor choices, realizing that the CHERUB

staff won't show leniency toward his negligence. Upon reaching the hostel,

they're greeted by the sight of Amy Collins, a senior CHERUB member,

who teasingly reminds James of his earlier dismissals of responsibility. The

evening’s lighthearted teasing continues in their shared accommodations

with Gabrielle and Kerry, where the girls gently rib James and Bruce for not

thinking to take a taxi back to the hostel—transforming what could have
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been a simple journey into a grueling 14-kilometer trek.

A tense atmosphere develops when the playfulness turns to anger,

culminating in a physical altercation between Bruce and Kerry. The fight

escalates, leading to a power outage when their struggle knocks over a

television, shattering it and cutting electricity. Amidst the darkness and

confusion, reinforcements arrive as other children, drawn by the commotion,

step in to help quell the chaos. 

Kerry suffers an injury to her still-delicate knee, re-igniting long-standing

tensions. As Bruce flees the scene emotionally overwhelmed, James tries to

assure him that submitting a truthful account of events to the CHERUB staff

might mitigate the consequences. Enter Meryl Spencer, James's handler and

retired Olympian, who sternly corrals the group and insists they all meet her

in her office. Annoyed by their behavior and lack of hygiene, she warns

them of severe repercussions if they don't clean up and comply.

This chapter spotlights the unique challenges and pressures faced by these

young operatives, balancing youthful indiscretions with the serious

responsibilities of their roles. The incident amplifies the themes of

accountability and camaraderie under pressure, as well as the potent mix of

adolescence and espionage.
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Chapter 4: GRASS

In Chapter 4, titled "Grass," the story unfolds with James, a member of the

 CHERUB organization—which is a secret service group of young

agents—relaxing at his home after being unexpectedly sent back from a

campus trip. His younger sister, Lauren, persistently pesters him to reveal

why he was sent home early, even resorting to picking the lock on his door

to gain entry—a skill common among the CHERUB kids.

James, groggy from sleep, reluctantly shares that he got entangled in a

situation where Bruce and Kerry, fellow CHERUB agents, got into a fight,

leading to Kerry injuring her knee. Despite his innocence in the core

conflict, James was also sent back with Gabrielle for trying to break up the

fight, and they were scheduled to meet the CHERUB Chairman, Dr.

McAfferty, later in the day for a disciplinary hearing.

James visits Kerry, who is bedridden in the medical unit with a severely

injured knee that aggravated a past injury due to Bruce's actions. Kerry,

despite being in significant pain and needing surgery, expresses her desire to

avoid any escalating feud, recalling a past incident where she accidentally

injured Bruce. She advocates for forgiveness and requests James to convey

her sentiment to Bruce.

Later, James, Gabrielle, and Bruce reluctantly face Mac in his office, set
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against the backdrop of Mac introducing a new mission preparation building.

This futuristic eco-building, part of the ongoing development of the

CHERUB campus, is designed for efficiency and modernity, reflecting

Mac's passion for advancing CHERUB's infrastructure.

Mac addresses the incident leading to their early return, emphasizing their

shared responsibility due to the taunting and bickering that sparked the

altercation. He assigns them to a month of gardening duties as punishment,

intended to make them reflect on their actions. Meanwhile, James's sister

Lauren and her friend Bethany mischievously spy on the meeting from

outside, but Mac is aware of their antics through a reflective picture frame,

resulting in their assignment to gardening duties as well.

Through this chapter, the dynamics of accountability, sibling relationships,

and the typical happenings of youth in a disciplined environment like

CHERUB are explored, alongside a glimpse into the organizational changes

and developments on campus.
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Chapter 5 Summary: SLEEP

In this chapter of the book, we find James, a young CHERUB agent,

 struggling to keep up with his demanding schedule. Two weeks after

returning to campus, his days are packed from dawn to dusk: early morning

runs, lessons, karate practice, circuit training, and garden duty. His body is

exhausted, and he's drowning in a backlog of homework, especially a

looming two-thousand-word history essay.

James's friend, Kyle, who's also a resident at the CHERUB campus,

discovers James asleep at his desk, buried in stress and fatigue. After waking

James, Kyle offers him notes and an old essay on the foundation of the

British Intelligence Service—a task James finds overwhelmingly dull—in

exchange for a small fee. The transaction underscores the camaraderie and

mild extortion present in relationships among CHERUB agents.

The conversation shifts from schoolwork to a new mission that Kyle, a

senior agent, is tasked with assembling a team for. Kyle proposes that James

join, promising a lighter workload by cutting some of James’s classes and

garden duties. However, James is hesitant because the mission would require

working with Ewart Asker, a mission controller he deems overzealous. Kyle

reassures James, noting Ewart's regard for him and hints at the inclusion of a

supervisory balance provided by Ewart's wife.
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As they discuss potential team members, James suggests Nicole, a girl

known for her sense of humor and notable physical features. Despite Kyle's

initial reluctance, he recognizes Nicole's potential contribution. In a

light-hearted exchange, James agrees to Kyle's proposal: to overlook their

prior transaction in exchange for Kyle's help in getting Nicole on the

mission.

The stress and the humor of the chapter highlight the rigorous demands

placed on young agents in training while also spotlighting the friendships

and alliances that form under such pressures. The inclusion of a

drugs-related mission introduces suspense and potential character

development as these young agents prepare to tackle real-world challenges

under the guidance of experienced handlers like Ewart and others at

CHERUB.
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Chapter 6 Summary: BRIEF

### Chapter 6 Summary

Mission Briefing for CHERUB Agents: James Adams, Kyle Blueman, Kerry

 Chang, and Nicole Eddison

Mission Context:

The briefing outlines a high-priority mission that involves the infiltration of

Keith Moore's drug organization, KMG, through his children. Children are

frequently used by drug dealers due to lenient punishments and their ability

to access schools, making them ideal distributors. The briefing also provides

an overview of cocaine, its impacts, and its distribution, particularly in

Britain where prices have fallen, and suggests how KMG operates.

Background on Cocaine in Britain:

Once an elite drug, the cost of cocaine has significantly decreased, indicating

plentiful supply, primarily smuggled in through the Caribbean. Strong legal

penalties have not curbed the trade. Authorities struggle to target

higher-level dealers within syndicates like KMG, led by Keith Moore.
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Keith Moore & KMG:

Keith Moore rose from a troubled youth to control a significant portion of

the cocaine trade in Britain. Born in Luton in 1964, Keith became entangled

in crime early, briefly pursuing boxing under the mentorship of JT Martin

before turning to drug dealing. By leveraging technology and strategic

alliances with South American cartels, Keith expanded his business,

managing to elude capture through legal maneuvering and loyalty. Despite

personal setbacks, including a separation from his wife and overlooking law

enforcement infiltration attempts, Keith remains influential.

Current Mission Request:

British intelligence agency CHERUB is deploying their young agents as a

last resort to infiltrate KMG. Despite facing setbacks, including police

corruption, standard methods have proven insufficient, necessitating this

high-risk mission. 

Mission Plan:

The CHERUB mission controllers Ewart and Zara Asker will lead the

operation, posing as a family with the four agents as their adopted children.

Each agent will befriend one of Keith's children to gain access and
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information. The children have been selected based on their potential

connections to KMG: 

- James Adams with Keith Jr. (Junior Moore)

- Kyle Blueman with Ringo Moore

- Kerry Chang with Erin Moore

- Nicole Eddison with April Moore

Agents are tasked with gathering evidence leading to the dismantling of the

drug operation, while maintaining cover within the community and school.

Secondary Objective:

Agents are to identify children on the Thornton estate who may be operating

as drug couriers, with prospects to infiltrate KMG's operations further.

Ethical Considerations:

The mission is classified as high-risk, with all agents apprised of their right

to withdraw. Exposure to violence and drugs is a concern, but agents face

exclusion from CHERUB if they willingly engage with these substances.
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Picnic Briefing:

In an informal setting, Zara and Ewart Asker gather the agents to go over the

mission while having a picnic. Lighthearted exchanges among the agents

reveal tensions, camaraderie, and personal dynamics, which underscore the

seriousness and the high stakes of their assignment. During this time, Zara

stresses the importance of the mission and the responsibilities of each agent. 

This mission represents a critical and unconventional step in a long-standing

effort to undermine a significant criminal network.
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Chapter 7 Summary: MOVING

Chapter 7: Moving

The chapter begins in chaos, as the characters prepare for a big move. The

scene is bustling with activity as a moving van and a people carrier are

packed with everyone's belongings. Notably, Kerry has difficulty with her

knee, so her brother James helps carry her items. Meanwhile, Kyle insists on

bringing his clothes rail, shoes, and ironing board, much to Ewart's

frustration. Ewart, presumably a supervisor or authority figure, is stressed

and anxious about making only one trip, which adds to the tumultuous

atmosphere.

James stands out as being practical and prepared, following his instructions

to pack light. His essentials include clothes, toiletries, and a backpack, while

his gaming console and TV have already been moved. The scene takes a

poignant turn when Lauren, James’ younger sister, appears in tears. Despite

her usual tough demeanor, she is worried about her upcoming basic training

now that her tenth birthday is near. James comforts her, reassuring her of her

capabilities and offering a potential visit on her birthday, while Kerry and

Zara offer support and encouragement. The chapter portrays a touching

sibling moment, highlighting the blend of emotions associated with growing

up.
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As the move progresses, the family splits up for travel. James, Kerry, and

Kyle join Zara in the people carrier while Ewart and Nicole follow in the van

with the luggage. During the journey, James unexpectedly demonstrates a

natural knack for calming baby Joshua, which hints at his empathy and

adaptability.

Upon arrival at the new estate, the setting shifts to a once-decent

neighborhood now plagued by noise from a nearby airport and housing a

diverse, troubled population. Their new home is triple-glazed but still

affected by the aircraft noise. Settling in, James and Kyle bunk in a small

room, reminiscent of their past shared experiences back in their council

housing days before joining CHERUB, a secret agency for children.

Dinner at Zara’s consists of simple fare—fish fingers, chips, and

peas—before the children witness a bit of neighborhood chaos, as some

local kids tip over a bin, scattering trash. Ewart swiftly dispatches the

children outside with a task: to make friends and network with local kids,

underlining their goal to integrate and identify potential risky elements in

this assignment.

While out, James, Kyle, Kerry, and Nicole engage with neighborhood kids,

getting a glimpse of the local tensions. The scenes hint at the undercurrent of

violence when a story of a past playground stabbing surfaces. The group
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eventually gets drawn into the thrill of watching joyriders in a stolen Subaru,

an event that excites them all except for the more cautious Kerry. A police

chase follows, splitting up the crowd and adding tension to the narrative,

cementing the neighborhood's unpredictable character.

The chapter closes with the children’s escape from the police, their return

home, and an unexpected interaction with their new neighbors, Ron and

Georgina. The amusing scene of tasting the neighbors’ prize-winning yet

stale homemade biscuits highlights community ties and the necessity of

keeping up appearances. Tired and slightly overwhelmed, James connects

back with Lauren over the phone to ensure she's all right, showcasing the

enduring bond between the siblings amid the changes in their lives.
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Chapter 8: CONTACT

In the chapter titled "CONTACT," we experience the first day of a new

 school year through the eyes of James, a student who has been uprooted

several times since the death of his mother. The school, Grey Park, is far

from prestigious; it exudes the aura of neglect with its smell of toilets and

walls covered with chewing gum. Students dressed in mismatched uniforms

and an aquarium filled with dead fish perfectly encapsulate the dysfunctional

environment.

James approaches the new school year with a plan: to seamlessly integrate

himself with the more rebellious students by likewise acting out. His initial

target is Junior Moore, a student who clearly wanted to establish himself as a

tough character by putting his feet up on the desk. James understands that a

direct approach would likely backfire, so he plays it cool, waiting for his

chance to fit in.

Their teacher, Mr. Shawn, stands out as someone full of self-importance and

unwittingly invites rebelliousness by being an easy target for mockery. The

class itself is banal, a stark contrast to the stimulating environment of

CHERUB, a government-backed institution specializing in training

adolescents for covert missions. James reminisces about the intense

curriculum there, making a normal school feel like time is crawling.
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In the classroom, James meets a peculiar character named Charles, who

stands out due to his odd appearance and habits like scratching his

eczema-laden skin. Charles offers to show James around, but James, intent

on winning over cooler peers, declines. Charles inadvertently becomes the

target of Junior's teasing in what appears to be a typical school hierarchy of

bullies and victims.

Outside the class, as they await their maths teacher, Junior picks on Charles,

further asserting his dominance by bending his thumb backward. Seeking

not to appear weak but also to avoid conflict, James positions himself

carefully between submission and aggression. When Junior tries to provoke

James, James deftly uses his CHERUB training to sidestep aggression,

pushing Junior to the ground, but manages to defuse the situation with a

show of camaraderie by helping him up.

As the day progresses, an air of rebellion fills the hallway. Junior and James

skip the boring history class for a chance to roam outside. They agree to go

to the Reeve Centre, a large shopping mall teeming with shops, taking

advantage of the situation to break school rules without consequence. Junior

shares some advice on how to avoid getting caught by changing out of his

school uniform, which James cannot do due to a lack of alternative clothing,

but the glee of small rule-breaking endears him to Junior.

James’ ability to mix rebelliousness with subtle charm makes him quickly
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rise in the social ranks. His back-and-forth with Junior hints at a budding

friendship, built on mutual understanding and shared disregard for the

mundane rules of school life. The day closes with James tagging along with

Junior, blending seamlessly into his new environment, the chapter

underscoring how well he plays the social game to establish connections

with potential allies or friends.
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Chapter 9 Summary: THEFT

Chapter 9: Theft

James and Junior find themselves at the Reeve Centre, killing time by

window shopping trainers and computer games they can't afford. Junior, son

of a wealthy, tight-fisted businessman named Keith Moore, complains about

his financial limitations despite his family's wealth. Keith is actually a drug

baron, a fact kept hidden under the guise of a businessman involved in

import-export, and Junior himself seems oblivious to his father's illicit

activities. Junior learns that James lives in the poor Thornton estate area,

known for its rough environment and incidents like children throwing bricks

at police cars. An unlikely friendship forms between the boys, bolstered by

Junior’s invitation to James to join a local boxing club, sponsored by his

father.

Their conversation takes a turn toward shoplifting when Junior expresses

frustration over not being able to afford his desired games. Trying to impress

and solidify his bond with Junior, James boasts about expertise in

shoplifting, supposedly a skill handed down from his late mother. He reveals

a tactic involving tinfoil to bypass store security systems. Despite his lack of

real experience, he convinces Junior that it's foolproof.
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The boys head to Gameworld, a store known for keeping games in

accessible boxes, perfect for their heist. While Junior distracts the store staff,

James, armed with his foil-lined backpack, attempts to pocket several

PlayStation games. The plan goes awry when an alarm blares as James

attempts to exit. A melee ensues as they flee, with Junior unexpectedly

joining in by attacking a security guard, leading to a chaotic chase through

the mall.

With security guards in pursuit and an alarming escape through a police

crime prevention exhibit, the boys duck into a car park, giving them a lead.

They skillfully evade capture by crossing a busy road and blending into the

crowd, eventually boarding a bus to safety. Despite the close call, Junior is

exhilarated by the adventure, and their shared experience strengthens their

bond. On the bus, they inventory the games they've stolen without further

consequence.

Meanwhile, at CHERUB headquarters, James returns late, drawing mild

concern from his handlers, Zara, Kerry, and Kyle. Covering his escapade

with a vague account of a typical day, James hides the truth about the

shoplifting and chase, aware that CHERUB protocol mandates returning or

donating stolen goods. Yet, remaining nonchalant, he rejects the idea of

turning over his hard-earned games.

As the chapter ends, Zara’s inquiry about Junior and Kyle's unease about his
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interaction with Ringo Moore—a potential mission target—carries a whiff of

James's future challenges. James barely avoids exposing his subterfuge when

Kerry notices the tinfoil in his backpack. His secretive behavior suggests a

sense of restlessness and rebellion, but for now, the thrill of his successful

criminal adventure overshadows any fear of the consequences.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Dangerous Temptation of Quick Thrills

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 9, "Theft," one of the most

compelling themes is the allure and peril of seeking instant

gratification through risky, unethical actions. As you delve into this

chapter, you encounter James's temptation to validate his friendship

with Junior through the excitement of shoplifting. Immersed in the

adrenaline rush and the potential to prove his worth, James risks his

integrity and safety, a conflict many may grapple with in real life.

This pivotal moment serves as a profound reminder for you to reflect

on the instantaneous yet temporary nature of such thrills. While the

immediate reward may appear enticing, it often carries a hidden cost

that far outweighs the momentary pleasure. Consider how easily one

can be swayed to make impulsive decisions to gain acceptance,

attention, or satisfaction, even when those choices jeopardize personal

values or future prospects.

Thus, this key point urges you to pause and evaluate your own

temptations for quick fixes or shortcuts. It challenges you to build

enduring satisfaction through patience, resilience, and ethical choices,

understanding that true validation and success are earned through
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consistent effort and integrity, not risk-laden shortcuts.
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Chapter 10 Summary: PUNCH

In Chapter 10, titled "PUNCH," the narrative unfolds on a typical Friday

 after school with a group of kids lounging at home. James, Kyle, Kerry, and

Nicole are unwinding after school, but each has different plans for the

evening. James plans to attend a boxing session with Junior, leading to

playful banter with Kerry. Kerry, annoyed at the teasing and already in a

sour mood due to troubles with a problematic student teacher, Miss Perez,

who is bullied by Erin Moore and her friends, storms off after a spat with

James.

Kyle senses the tension and urges James to apologize, a gesture that

highlights James’ sometimes insensitive nature. Meanwhile, James finds

some solace in looking after Joshua, a baby who seems to favor him. This

interaction softens Nicole's earlier ire towards James, hinting at James'

potential as a nurturing figure.

Later, James heads to the boxing club for training. The gym is bustling, and

he's directed to a room where young fighters like him are practicing. The

trainer, Ken, instructs James on the basics, warning him about the strict

no-fighting rule unless sanctioned. Despite his initial awkwardness, James's

fitness from CHERUB training makes him stand out, prompting Ken to give

him a skipping rope for further practice.
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After boxing, James joins Junior at the youth club downstairs, where the

atmosphere is more social, albeit segregated by gender. In this setting, Del,

another peer, casually discusses his role as a cocaine courier for Keith

Moore’s Gang (KMG), revealing the underworld activities surrounding

them. Del's candor about delivering cocaine sets up an opportunity for James

to inquire about joining in, despite his surprise at the illicit dealings.

Later, James meets Kelvin and Marcus, coaches from the boxing club, who

also have connections to the drug network. They offer him a trial to deliver

cocaine, laying down strict rules that emphasize secrecy and reliability.

Kelvin outlines the operational details and the serious consequences of

crossing the gang, setting a tense backdrop for James’s possible

involvement.

The chapter creates a juxtaposition between James’ innocent appearance at

the family home and his potential engagement in criminal activities,

emphasizing themes of youth, peer pressure, and the allure of easy money.

Throughout, the interaction with various characters such as Junior, Del, and

the Moore siblings provides a vivid glimpse into the complexities of their

adolescent lives amid the influence of crime.
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Chapter 11 Summary: KITCHEN

In this chapter, we explore James' emotional turmoil as he grapples with

 complicated friendship dynamics and new information. James is walking

home with Nicole, troubled by his feelings about Kerry, who he saw with

someone else at the youth club. This encounter stirs his emotions, and he

ends up in the kitchen with Nicole, discussing these feelings while sharing a

moment of unexpected intimacy.

Nicole teases James about his apparent jealousy over Kerry, but when James

tries to deflect by asking about Nicole's encounter with Junior, the

conversation turns flirtatious. They share a moment of closeness that is

interrupted by Kerry's sudden appearance. Though James tries to play it

cool, the incident leaves him confused about his feelings for both Nicole and

Kerry.

Later, in his room, James confides in Kyle about his complicated feelings

toward Kerry, revealing an affection he hasn't admitted even to himself.

Kyle advises James to be honest with Kerry, encouraging him to take a risk

in expressing his feelings. This prompts a candid disclosure from Kyle about

his own secret: he is gay. James is taken aback, realizing that beneath their

straightforward conversations, each of them has been grappling with their

truths.
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The next morning, as James processes the revelation, he is eager to share

what Kyle confided in him. Over breakfast with Kerry and Nicole, he blurts

out Kyle's secret, unaware that it was already obvious to others. This

moment highlights James' naivete and the assumptions he's held about his

environment—assuming he knows everything happening around him when,

in fact, he doesn't.

Kerry and Nicole respond to James with a mix of amusement and irritation,

trying to make him realize that being gay is not abnormal or threatening, nor

does it change Kyle as a person or friend. They caution him about his

language and attitudes, emphasizing the importance of being supportive and

understanding, especially as Kyle trusted James with his truth.

The chapter closes with tensions high, as James is confronted with his own

prejudices and the realization that his narrow perspective is being

challenged. It’s a turning point, not just in his relationship with Kyle but also

in how he perceives his friendships, asking him to be more empathetic and

open-minded. This experience is mirrored by his ongoing struggle with his

feelings for Kerry, as honesty and vulnerability become central themes in

both his friendships and budding romantic inclinations.
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Chapter 12: SUBURBAN

Chapter 12: Suburban Summary

It’s a typical Wednesday evening for James, who is on his third night

working as a delivery boy. His phone rings intermittently, with a motherly

voice on the other end providing instructions and wishing him well. The

deliveries involve short bike rides through suburban neighborhoods, far from

the wild clientele James initially imagined—his customers are largely

middle-class individuals living in newly developed housing estates.

James finds himself at an upscale street, Trombone Villas, looking for a

house named Stonehaus. After some searching, he makes a delivery to a man

who nonchalantly buys cocaine while his son watches TV nearby. The sale

is profitable for James, who earns a commission and a generous tip.

Later, James returns home for a team meeting with his fellow undercover

agents. They are two weeks into a mission aimed at gathering intelligence on

local drug operations. The meeting is orchestrated by Ewart and Zara, who

lead the mission. They ask each team member to report on their progress.

Nicole has managed to infiltrate the home of April, the daughter of a key

target, Keith Moore. She has built enough rapport to attend a sleepover and
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plans to plant listening devices in strategic locations around the house.

James, who has befriended another of Keith’s children, Junior, discusses the

ease of his delivery job and the potential for deeper involvement in the drug

network.

The conversation turns to Kyle, who is skeptical about his target, Ringo,

being involved in anything significant, although he continues to attend

parties where drug use is prevalent. Kerry, struggling to connect with a girl

named Erin, pleads with Zara and Ewart to allow her to explore a promising

lead involving another classmate, Dinesh, whose father may have business

ties to Keith Moore. The team leaders reluctantly agree to give her more

time.

As the meeting concludes, family dynamics come into play. They discuss

the upcoming visit of Lauren, James's sister, for her birthday. James stays

behind to console Kerry, who feels insecure about her performance on the

mission. They bond over their shared frustrations and supportive words,

hinting at a deeper friendship.

The chapter illustrates the complexities and dangers of undercover work

while also highlighting interpersonal relationships and emotional struggles.

James and his team navigate their mission with a mixture of professionalism

and youthful exuberance, each member contributing to the bigger picture in

their unique way.
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Chapter 13 Summary: VISIT

In Chapter 13 of the story, there's a sense of familial bonding amidst the

 backdrop of a secretive mission. It's Lauren's 10th birthday, a milestone

marked by her visiting James, her brother, at the CHERUB organization,

where they both reside as young agents. CHERUB is a secretive school-like

environment where children are trained to become spies because they're

unlikely to be suspects. This gives them a unique edge in intelligence

gathering.

Lauren's arrival is a joyful occasion for James, and he greets her with a hug

and a playful acknowledgment of her age milestone. Despite the celebratory

mood, there's a hint of James' cheeky personality when he mentions he hasn't

bought her a present yet but offers her money he’s earned on a recent

mission. There is banter between the siblings and their friends as they tease

one another and express excitement over a planned shopping trip.

The mood then shifts to a day of casual shopping and dining, where Lauren

buys clothes and accessories, and even treats James to lunch as a thank you

gesture. However, the ambiance becomes tense again when Kerry, another

CHERUB agent and James' friend, goes missing after a meeting with

Dinesh, sparking concern among the group. Kerry's whereabouts become a

mystery, and while Zara, a senior staff member, tries to manage the situation

and calm everyone down, Kerry contacts Lauren late at night, explaining she
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needs help with a break-in at Dinesh's father's company, Thunderfoods.

Kerry suspects something crucial but cannot involve CHERUB staff for fear

of appearing foolish if incorrect.

Faced with this clandestine request, James is torn between the rules and his

impulsive nature. Eventually, he decides to help Kerry, understanding the

necessity of acting boldly when instincts kick in. Lauren insists on joining,

despite her lack of training, with a stubborn determination that mirrors

James’ own rebellious spirit.

The chapter closes with James and Lauren preparing to sneak out of the

facility, carefully collecting tools and essentials Kerry requested, including

their lock gun and digital camera. The scene encapsulates a blend of

youthful defiance and sibling loyalty, setting the stage for an adventure

steeped in secrecy and potential peril, layered with the genuine affection and

complex dynamics of young CHERUB operatives embarking on a risky

mission.
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Chapter 14 Summary: CURRY

### Chapter 14: Curry

The chapter begins late at night with James, Kerry, and Lauren embarking

on a risky operation at Thunderfoods, a factory known for mass-producing

chilled pastas and curries. Kerry has uncovered potentially explosive

information from Dinesh, Mr. Singh’s son, revealing a possible illegal

operation involving cocaine concealed in the factory. Dinesh, indebted to

KMG for his father's financial rescue, has mentioned suspicious bags of

cocaine stored at the facility. Kerry, using a stolen swipe card from Mr.

Singh, plans to infiltrate the storage building to gather evidence.

To cover their tracks, Kerry concocts a believable story by opening a can of

beer to simulate drunken teenagers on a prank. The trio adopts the guise and

makes their way into the facility under the cover of darkness, with Kerry

skillfully picking the lock.

Once inside, their flashlight beams illuminate a warehouse filled with sacks

and tins, but not cocaine—at first glance. James proposes the cocaine might

be masked as curry powder, but Kerry recalls Dinesh’s description of clear

bags holding white powder. The situation takes a tense turn when they find

sacks labeled "Borax," a substance often used to dilute cocaine for street
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sale. While Kerry photographs their find, they speculate on Mr. Singh’s

potential defense—the borax is merely a disinfectant.

Lauren identifies a loft space above the flat ceiling, which James, guiding

his knowledge from video games, suggests how to reach. Up in the loft,

Kerry’s grin upon uncovering packages meant for drugs affirms their

success.

Meanwhile, another narrative unfolds with Kyle. A parallel story paints Kyle

returning from a raucous party early in the morning to find his family awake

and an unknown car in the drive. Inside, MI5 agent John Jones has joined

the family. Despite his initial skepticism about involving child agents from

CHERUB, he praises their efforts after reviewing photographs taken at

Thunderfoods. He explains the sophisticated operation: packaging

high-purity cocaine into market-ready units. However, they find no cocaine

on their night mission, suggesting the operation is mobile and transient.

John details the plan to monitor the facility, rigging it with surveillance to

unearth larger drug smuggling operations connected to KMG. This

discovery is just the start of a comprehensive investigation to trace and

dismantle the cocaine distribution chain. Successfully uncovering the covert

operation, James, Kerry, and the team receive appreciation and a task to

continue intelligence gathering, highlighting their significant breakthrough

in the mission against KMG.
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As the chapter closes, morning brings new realizations. James and Kerry

face minor disciplinary action involving chores for their unsanctioned

mission. James is left pondering his part in the unfolding mission, his sister

Lauren leaving behind a warm note of farewell, now embarking on her

training, and Kerry speculating over the thrilling, albeit consequences-laden,

adventure they shared.
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Chapter 15 Summary: CONTENDER

Chapter 15: Contender

In the weeks following their break-in at Thunderfoods, life for James and his

peers settled into a predictable pattern typical of undercover operations.

Initial discoveries had come quickly, but further progress required patience

and the careful cultivation of trust among targets. As they embedded

themselves deeper into the criminal organization KMG, the young agents

maintained their day-to-day routines, which often felt like a typical

teenager's life. James navigated the social dynamics of school, engaging in

seemingly mundane activities, while also participating in KMG's illegal

operations, earning a weekly sum that granted him a lifestyle full of new

clothes and video games.

Communication with Meryl Spencer, an oversight figure, revealed that

Lauren, another young agent, was coping well with her training. Meanwhile,

Nicole, a fellow agent, managed to successfully plant surveillance

equipment in Keith Moore's home. While there was undeniable chemistry

between James and Nicole, his heart leaned towards Kerry, a skilled agent

tasked with infiltrating Mr. Singh's household. However, James hesitated to

confess his feelings to Kerry, often discussing it with his friend and fellow

agent Kyle, who had adjusted well to James's initial surprise regarding his
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sexuality.

The chapter delves into James's newfound interest in boxing, where he

discovers the intoxicating rush that comes from being in the ring. Despite

failing to meet certain training targets, his physical build makes him a

natural. His sparring sessions bring out a fierce competitive spirit, although

it also shows his naivety regarding the sport's nuances. Encouragement from

his coach, Kelvin, not only highlights his strengths but also prompts James

to refine his technique.

An opportunity arose for James in the form of a high-stakes train delivery of

illicit substances. Though Kyle was unavailable, Kerry stepped in to assist,

showing her readiness to handle risky situations. During this assignment,

tensions flared when Costas, the contact, dismissed Kerry's capability due to

her gender, a decision quickly overturned by her unexpected martial

prowess. Her intervention won his reluctant respect, and they continued their

mission, carrying the spoils of a modest payout.

The resulting tension between James and Kerry over the distribution of their

earnings hints at the complexities of trust and friendship amidst their

dangerous undertakings—not to mention the weight of moral choices they

face as young operatives in a world that demands both cunning and courage.
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Chapter 16: LOST

James and Kerry, two teenagers, find themselves in an unexpected

 predicament when they arrive at the desolate town of St. Albans. James,

dripping in sarcasm, dismisses Kerry’s enthusiasm for the town’s historic

sites, as they have a more pressing task at hand—delivering a suspicious

package to a housing estate. Their journey from the station is a stark

transition from affluent suburbs to a decrepit, crime-ridden area, where the

contrast is as jarring as stepping into a different world. They're led to a

dilapidated housing estate, only to discover that the address they have,

“twenty-two, third floor, Mullion House,” doesn’t exist. Stuck without any

mobile signal and left without a working payphone, James and Kerry feel

increasingly vulnerable.

The sense of unease grows as night approaches. They're stranded, having

failed to complete their delivery, which contains a significant quantity of

drugs expected to be worth over three hundred thousand pounds wholesale.

This not only exposes them to danger but also means a botched delivery

reported to their employer, the formidable KMG, who runs a notorious drug

operation. As they contemplate their predicament, a group of intimidating

locals emerges from a nearby snooker club, targeting them for a mugging.

James and Kerry, possessing skills from their CHERUB training—a secret

British youth intelligence agency—initially hold their ground, subduing two

knife-wielding skinheads.
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Just as they gain the upper hand, the real danger appears—a man with a

sawn-off shotgun, who reveals that he knows the contents of their backpacks

and leaves no doubt that the neighborhood is hostile territory controlled by

criminals. With no choice but to comply, James and Kerry are robbed of

their valuables—including the crucial backpacks—while being warned

against involving themselves again in the area’s illicit affairs. The

long-haired figurehead of the group further taunts, indicating their efforts are

in vain, and the seemingly abandoned evening bus route furthers their

isolation in this forsaken place.

James’ and Kerry's failure highlights not only the vulnerability that comes

with a dangerous mission gone awry but also the unsettling reality that

behind every bad deed is a network of people ready to exploit weakness.

Their skills temporarily saved them, but they must now navigate not just

physical threats but the fallout of a botched operation in a world with

deep-rooted criminal ties. The chapter underscores the tension between

youthful bravado and the unpredictable dangers lurking in the shadows of an

illicit world.
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Chapter 17 Summary: CRAZY

Chapter 17: Crazy

After a beating by thugs, Kerry and James find themselves at a bus stop,

recovering from the attack. They quickly realize they’re meant to deliver a

message to Keith Moore, a powerful figure in their mission. Despite their

injuries, they contemplate their next steps, knowing the incident might ruin

their mission and put their team, including Kyle, Nicole, Ewart, and Zara,

under scrutiny.

Kerry and James surmise that the man who attacked them, identified as

Crazy Joe, is small-time despite having a gun. They decide to confront him

to retrieve the drugs they lost, recognizing he’s likely still nearby and

unaware of Keith Moore’s potential reaction.

They search the neighborhood, where local teenagers confirm Joe’s identity

and direct them to Alhambra House, his rundown apartment complex. After

luring Joe out of his apartment, they knock him out, search the flat, and find

their stolen drugs, some guns, and additional narcotics hidden in the

apartment.

James and Kerry bind Joe, fervently questioning him while ransacking the
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apartment for anything useful. They discover Joe’s prized 1971 Ford

Mustang Mach 1 from a photograph on the wall, and with his keys in hand,

they decide to use it to escape.

Despite knowing the risks, James, an experienced driver due to the training

all CHERUB agents receive, takes the wheel of the Mustang. Although not

used to the car’s power, they manage a smooth getaway from the dangerous

area.

Once a safe distance away, they abandon and burn the stolen vehicle to hide

any evidence linking them to it. Exhausted, they trek back home to

Thornton, where Ewart, Zara, and Nicole await their return. The team tends

to their injuries, and James contacts Kelvin to explain the situation.

Understanding the consequences of their night’s escapades, James and Kerry

are advised to take the next day off from school to recover, bringing a sense

of temporary relief after their harrowing encounter with Crazy Joe.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 17 of 'Class A,' Kerry and James

demonstrate remarkable resilience after being attacked, choosing not

to succumb to fear or discouragement despite their injuries. Instead,

they devise a plan to reclaim what was lost and press forward with

their mission. This steadfast determination highlights the power of

resilience: facing setbacks boldly, learning from each experience, and

continuing to move towards one's goals. Their story inspires the idea

that resilience can transform obstacles into stepping stones, reminding

us of the inner strength we possess to navigate life's challenges.
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Chapter 18 Summary: RISKS

Chapter 18, titled "RISKS," opens with James waking up battered and

 bruised from the previous night's events. He joins Kerry and Joshua in the

kitchen, where they reflect on their recent adventure. Despite their physical

pains, they recall their successful recovery of the drugs and feel a sense of

accomplishment. Zara, who oversees their missions, enters and cautions

them about the risk they took confronting an armed assailant. She explains

the importance of CHERUB, a secret organization where operatives like

James and Kerry work undercover, and outlines the potential repercussions

if their actions had led to a serious injury or worse.

Later, James receives a call from Kelvin, inviting him and Kerry to the

boxing club with the items they took from Crazy Joe, a small-time criminal

they had confronted. On arriving, they encounter Keith Moore, a seemingly

ordinary yet influential figure in the drug trade. Keith commends them for

their bravery, revealing that their ordeal was a test designed to gauge their

loyalty and composure under pressure. He is impressed by their decision to

retrieve what was stolen instead of succumbing to fear.

The meeting is interrupted by Crazy Joe, who demands the return of his

belongings. In a comedic turn, Kerry admits they burned his car, a revelation

that infuriates Joe but amuses Keith. Despite Joe's protests, Keith ensures

James and Kerry are compensated for their losses with money deducted from
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Joe's share, highlighting the controlled yet ruthless dynamics of the criminal

underworld.

As Keith leaves, he acknowledges the potential he sees in them, hinting at

future opportunities if they remain loyal. This offers James and Kerry

validation for their risky actions, suggesting they are on a path to earning

respect and possibly greater responsibilities within the organization. The

chapter concludes with Kelvin acknowledging their potential, implying that

their futures are promising within this illegal operation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Challenges Tests Your Resilience

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 18 of 'Class A,' you learn the value

of facing challenges head-on, how doing so can reveal your true

capabilities and open unexpected doors. James and Kerry, despite the

risk and physical toll from their previous night's adventure, find

validation through their courage and ability to recover stolen goods

from a criminal figure. This ordeal, instead of being a setback,

becomes a pivotal test that gauges their loyalty and determination

under pressure. By choosing not to succumb to fear and opting to take

bold actions, they earn respect from influential individuals in the

criminal underworld. This narrative teaches the importance of

embracing difficult situations with bravery and steadfastness –

showing you that adversity, when met with poise and valor, can carve

out opportunities for growth and recognition, revealing paths you

might have otherwise overlooked.
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Chapter 19 Summary: THIRTEEN

Chapter 19: Thirteen

The chapter opens on the morning of James' thirteenth birthday. His friend

Kerry knocks on the door, asking if she can enter. Inside, James, still in bed

after a late night of playing video games with his friends, groans in

acknowledgment. Kerry enters with Joshua, a young child who is now

comfortable enough with her that he doesn’t fuss when she picks him up.

She playfully drops Joshua on James' bed, waking him up with a birthday

greeting. Joshua, oblivious to the world that morning, inadvertently

administers a smelly birthday surprise that Kerry and her sister Nicole find

hilarious. 

After some playful banter, James takes Joshua to the kitchen, where they

find Zara cooking breakfast. She teases James about handling his first nappy

change—an unexpected life lesson now that he's a teenager. The family

atmosphere is humorously interrupted by Ewart, who offers a glimpse into

the realities of adulthood, by joking about the quick progression from

courting "hot chicks" to changing nappies.

As James settles at the table, he starts opening a pile of birthday cards from

fellow CHERUB members, a unique tradition as none of the young agents
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have typical family settings. The cards come from all corners—South Africa,

Texas, and Australia—reflecting the global network and camaraderie of

CHERUB. Among them is a cheeky card from his sister Lauren, filled with

affectionate sibling sarcasm.

James waits for Kyle and the girls to join him before opening his presents,

which include new trainers from Ewart and Zara to replace stolen ones, a

T-shirt from Nicole and Kerry, and a set of toiletries from Kyle. The gifts are

thoughtful and practical, reflecting the daily life and friendship dynamics

within the group. As James eats his breakfast, his thoughts drift back to past

birthdays and memories of his mother, triggering a flush of emotions he

wishes to contain. Retreating to the bathroom under the guise of needing to

pee, he washes away the tears. Despite the sadness, James embraces the

transition into adolescence with a sense of anticipation.

Later in the day, James plans a lunchtime escape with friends—Nicole,

April, and Junior—to the cinema. Swapping school uniforms for casual

clothes, they head out for some teenage rebellion. James, flushed with

birthday cash, treats everyone to tickets and snacks. The film, a thriller,

becomes a backdrop for juvenile antics. Amidst Nicole's sarcastic giggling at

a false London accent and James and Junior's whistling at an attractive

actress, an elderly patron attempts to quiet them, sparking a rebellious

response from Nicole.
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The theater manager steps in to restore order, and James soon finds his

friends cozying up to each other. Nicole and Junior start snogging,

prompting James to take the opportunity to connect with April. Though

initially feeling like a pawn in a matchmaking scheme, he finds April

appealing and soon they are sharing a moment during the film.

As the movie closes, Nicole and Junior concoct a vile concoction from their

drinks and snacks and dump it on the old man as a misguided gesture of

rebellion. This action leaves James feeling uncomfortable and angry. He

realizes the difference between playful mischief and sheer nastiness. April

silently aligns with James, showing her disapproval.

As they leave the cinema, Junior and Nicole laugh off the incident, but

James confronts them about their behavior. Nicole dismisses his concerns

with a defiant stance, confirming her "live fast, die young" attitude. The

group begins to fragment as different priorities emerge, and James decides to

head home, contemplating his role and response to peer pressure. Before

parting ways, April reassures James that the prank shouldn't ruin his day and

encourages him to join them at the youth club that night. Quietly wrestling

with the moral implications of the afternoon's antics, James considers how

moments of petty cruelty can overshadow the lighter aspects of youthful

defiance, leaving him with a conflicted sense of maturity on his thirteenth

birthday.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Transition to Adolescence

Critical Interpretation: As you embark on the journey of adolescence,

let the transition be your ally, not a foe. James shows us the

importance of embracing life's changes, even when challenges stir

emotions like nostalgia, fear, or sadness. By opening yourself to

growth and freedom, each milestone becomes a stepping stone toward

maturity and discovery. It's a time to reflect on past lessons while

envisioning the vast possibilities ahead. Celebrate every step, welcome

the kindness of friends, and gear up for life's unexpected lessons. In

doing so, you nourish the seeds of potential that youth is meant to

explore.
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Chapter 20: CELEBRATION

Chapter 20: CELEBRATION

The chapter opens with a supposed-to-be hushed incident involving Crazy

Joe, which doesn't remain secret for long. The tale spreads quickly, gaining

James a newfound respect, especially now that Keith Moore, a prominent

figure, backs him. As James enters the youth center with his friends Kerry

and Dinesh, he's greeted warmly, reflecting his elevated status.

James joins friends Junior and Nicole, who are already indulging in

forbidden beers. The supervisor of the club, usually preoccupied with

translating books into German, turns a blind eye to such minor infractions,

so the kids drink and jest freely. The mood is light and festive, with April,

another peer, joining James for a kiss despite Kerry's presence.

The celebration turns hazy as drinks circulate, with James and a few others

consuming moderately while Junior and Nicole intoxicate themselves

further. Amidst the revelry, James observes Nicole in a fit of giggles so

intense she falls off her chair. As the night winds down and the club shuts at

ten, James detours to the basement restroom, where he unexpectedly

encounters Junior.
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In a private moment, Junior seeks forgiveness for a prior incident involving

an elderly man, attributing it to Nicole's peculiar aversion to old people.

Shrugging off the apology, James is stunned when Junior reveals his cocaine

use—something that began at the cinema. The revelation sheds light on

Junior and Nicole's wild behavior. Junior offers James a chance to try the

drug, using peer pressure tactics, but James hesitates despite his curiosity.

Interrupted by the club's supervisor Kelvin, who demands the group leaves,

they exit, leaving the offer of cocaine unaccepted by James. Back outside,

the autumn chill meets them, and James invites April over, though she

declines, planning to sneak Junior home due to his state.

Beyond the celebratory night, consequences loom. James and Kerry help

Nicole, who is severely inebriated, back to their house. With the adults,

Ewart and Zara, already in bed, they cautiously navigate Nicole to the

kitchen, offering water to counteract dehydration. However, Nicole, feeling

unwell, begins bleeding from her nose—a result of cocaine use James soon

divulges to the adults, prioritizing her safety.

Ewart, learning of the cocaine amid the chaos, rushes Nicole to the hospital.

Meanwhile, James and Kerry face Zara's interrogation regarding

involvement with drugs. James truthfully insists he abstained from using

cocaine despite pressure, a claim he maintains privately with Kerry as the

two seek comfort in each other’s company amidst their worry for Nicole.
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The chapter closes on a cliffhanger, as Kerry receives an unexpected call

from Dinesh, troublingly phoning from a police station, adding a layer of

unfolding mystery to the story.
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Chapter 21 Summary: BRAINDEAD

### Chapter 21: Brain Dead

The chapter begins three hours prior to a significant event, with Dinesh, a

young boy, getting a ride home with friends Kelvin, April, and Junior. He

lives with his parents in a well-off neighborhood, a few doors down from

Keith Moore. Upon arriving home, Dinesh finds his father, Mr. Singh,

working late in his study. Despite the late hour, Dinesh isn’t surprised to see

him still at work. After a brief chat with his father, where he jokes about his

mother’s typical check-up on him, Dinesh heads to bed.

As Dinesh is settling in, he hears a car pull into the driveway. It's followed

by another vehicle, this time a police car with blue lights. Alarmed, Dinesh

calls out for his father. Plain-clothes and uniformed officers storm the house,

urgently instructing Dinesh to lie on the floor with his hands visible. The

officers search the house, and Mr. Singh is handcuffed and read his rights.

Dinesh, shaken and confused, is informed that he cannot be left alone and

must accompany the police.

Later, a police car brings Dinesh to Zara’s house, where his friend Kerry

lives. Dinesh asks if he can stay until his mother returns from Barcelona.

Zara reassures him, seeing no issue with another child in the bustling
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household. Kerry expresses her sympathy about Mr. Singh’s arrest, to which

Dinesh responds with anger, implying he knew his father was involved in

illegal activities. Here, it is revealed that Nicole, another child from the

youth club, had to be hospitalized. James, another character, updates Dinesh

on Nicole's condition and treatment, reassuring him about her recovery.

The story then shifts to Saturday morning, where Ewart, presumably an

authority figure at CHERUB, is incensed as he wakes James to question him

about the previous night. He discovers a metal straw with cocaine residue in

James’s pocket, prompting a confrontation in which Ewart demands urine

samples from James, Kyle, and Kerry to be tested for drug use. James,

confident of his innocence, agrees to the test and taunts Ewart about betting

on the results. Despite the tension, James maintains his composure, aware of

how close he came to endangering his place at CHERUB with the possibility

of having used drugs inadvertently during their mission.

The chapter ends with James reflecting on his near brush with disaster. His

relief is palpable as he considers how a slight delay could have altered his

path drastically, highlighting the ever-present risks and temptations in his

environment.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Temptation and its impact on life choices

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 21 of 'Class A,' the narrative

presents a significant moment when James reflects on his near

entanglement with temptation and its potential consequences. As you

venture through life, moments of temptation may come unexpectedly

and it is crucial to navigate these wisely. Like James, staying vigilant

and aware of your actions is essential, as seemingly minor deviations

can spiral into major repercussions. This chapter serves as a reminder

of the importance of making mindful decisions, understanding the

risks involved, and reaffirming one's purpose and goals despite the

challenges and distractions that may arise. Embrace this lesson as a

beacon of wisdom, using it to fortify your resolve and guide your path

toward making choices that align with your values and aspirations.
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Chapter 22 Summary: NICOLE

In Chapter 22, tensions rise as the unfolding chaos from recent drug busts

 sends ripples through the lives of James and his friends. The story starts

with Junior calling James to share the pandemonium following the arrest of

over eighty KMG members, including some close to Junior. Junior’s mood

is uplifted by his recent encounter with Nicole, James’s sister, but he’s

shocked to learn she’s been hospitalized due to a cocaine overdose. James

informs Junior that Nicole is being sent back to London for a psychiatric

assessment, crafting a cover story to conceal the true nature of her addiction.

Meanwhile, John Jones arrives to brief James and his friends about the

immense progress of the undercover operation. The surveillance and leads

generated from the discovery at Thunderfoods, a key packaging site for

KMG’s drug operations, have resulted in a wave of arrests, with more to

come. However, despite the success, the political pressure to show

immediate results makes it difficult to pin down Keith Moore, the kingpin of

KMG.

As the team processes this information, Zara decides it’s time to withdraw

the kids from the harmful environment, especially after what happened to

Nicole. She advises them to subtly prepare their friends for their eventual

departure back to campus.
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The chapter also explores individual struggles and tensions within the group.

Ewart reprimands James and Kerry for alcohol consumption, albeit

sparingly. Ewart seems particularly upset with Kyle, later revealing traces of

cannabis were found in his system, resulting in disciplinary action in the

future.

Amidst these developments, interpersonal relationships fray, particularly

between Kerry and Nicole. Their argument over Nicole’s reckless behavior

and expulsion leads to a tense, bitter exchange. Nicole, set to return to a

foster family and normalcy, embraces her departure as liberation from the

constraints of CHERUB life, sharing her tragic backstory with James,

revealing her deep-seated disdain for authority figures.

As the chapter closes, James and Kerry reconcile briefly to bid Nicole a

farewell, squaring their thoughts with Zara’s assurance that not everyone is

cut out for the demanding life of a CHERUB agent. The narrative weaves

through themes of consequence, loyalty, and the personal sacrifices behind

the facade of youthful espionage, fleshing out the mature realities faced by

these young agents amidst life-altering chaos.
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Chapter 23 Summary: LUCK

In Chapter 23, titled "Luck", we follow James as he enjoys a rare relaxing

 Sunday morning playing on his Playstation, reflecting on the recent

turbulence in his life. His good friend and mentor, Ewart, interrupts,

reminding him of his responsibilities beyond chilling at home. Much of

James' involvement in the drug delivery operations through Kelvin has

halted due to a crackdown by the police, which has crippled KMG (Keith

Moore's Gang). With their operations in limbo, Ewart stresses that the

mission continues until Keith Moore is apprehended or they receive other

orders.

James obliges, heading off to the Moore household where he finds Keith

Moore in a surprisingly good mood despite the recent arrests. The Moore

household is lively and chaotic, displaying the signs of a lived-in family

home. James quickly integrates into their routine, joining Junior and April in

their indoor pool. The atmosphere is lighthearted, though the shadow of

recent police actions looms as they watch a news bulletin on the raid,

showing the operation's achievement in making an extensive number of

arrests. Keith leads a mock protest at the news, but it is clear everyone is

unsettled.

This visit also presents an unexpected opportunity for James. Keith invites

him to join Junior on a trip to Miami, a trip filled with the promise of
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relaxation and adventure. However, James shares the news with his

CHERUB contact, John Jones, who relays the strategic importance of Miami

as a hub in the drug trade, particularly for KMG's operations. Keith's ties to

Miami and the need to secure new drug supplies for KMG reinforce the

significance of this trip.

Recognizing the critical opportunity, a meeting is convened at James's home

with CHERUB colleagues including Zara and John Jones. They discuss their

hopes that during James's stay in Miami, he could uncover vital financial

information about KMG. The mission intensifies as they prepare James for

this enormous responsibility, emphasizing the importance of the Miami

connection to unravel Keith's financial underpinnings with the Lambayeke

cartel.

With a newfound purpose, James is whisked away for an intense two-day

training session at his campus to prepare for this unexpected but crucial

opportunity. His cover story is quickly adjusted to explain his absence from

school, painting the picture of a student visiting family, while at the heart of

drug disruption overtures laying the weight of CHERUB's aim to dismantle

KMG.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Seize Unexpected Opportunities

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, James is presented with an

unexpected opportunity to visit Miami with Keith Moore's son, Junior.

At first glance, this might seem like a chance for typical relaxation,

filled with 'sun, sand, and sea'. However, James realizes that this trip

holds deeper significance to his mission. This highlights an important

lesson for our lives: always be open to recognizing and seizing

unforeseen opportunities that come your way. Life may surprise you

with golden chances disguised as ordinary events. By staying alert and

perceptive, much like James did, you can turn what seems like mere

leisure into pivotal avenues for growth, learning, and achieving your

goals. Maximizing unexpected opportunities can lead to profound

impacts on your journey, especially when aligned with your larger

objectives.
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Chapter 24: FACTS

Chapter 24: Facts

James enjoyed a restful sleep at CHERUB, a welcome change from his

cramped and noisy accommodations in Luton. Unlike his usual surroundings

with malfunctioning plumbing and disturbances from airplanes, he relished a

quiet space without his roommate, Kyle. The morning started with a

refreshing shower, accompanied by Metallica music, free from the worry of

unpredictable hot water.

Dressing in his CHERUB uniform, James was reminded of staying in a

high-end hotel, even considering the lack of room service. He indulged in a

hearty breakfast and caught up with Amy, a fellow CHERUB who’d retired

from operations after passing her A-levels at seventeen. Amy revealed her

plans to visit her brother in Cairns, Australia before starting her university

journey. Despite James’ disappointment at Amy leaving, she encouraged

him to visit.

The conversation shifted to James’ upcoming Miami mission training under

Amy’s guidance. She warned him about her authority to impose

punishments as a staff member but lightened the mood by sharing anecdotes

of dealing with unruly CHERUB trainees. Amy handed James a stack of
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advanced books on hacking and international banking, necessary for

distinguishing between legitimate banking conversations and criminal

activity linked to the infamous Lambayeke cartel.

As they delved into intense study, compressing weeks of mission

preparation into days, James prepared for the challenge. That evening, Amy

and James reminisced over a swim, where Amy’s superior skills remained

evident. Conversations ventured into the emotional bonds formed at

CHERUB, attributed to the absence of parental figures. Amy explained how

such environments foster lifelong friendships and potential romances, a

phenomenon she’d learned from her psychology studies.

The next day, the duo examined a comprehensive dossier from MI5 on the

Lambayeke cartel. This required careful analysis in a secured preparation

room. Following this, Amy set up practical hacking exercises across

multiple laptops. James struggled initially, overlooking basic hacking

principles that emphasized exploiting human errors for system access. 

Despite his initial rush to solve the task, James eventually succeeded in

finding the hidden data, although he left obvious traces. Amy reminded him

that true expertise required thorough coverage of one's tracks, leaving no

evidence of tampering. Amidst the tension, Amy humorously denied his

request for a break, urging him to continue honing his skills as he prepared

for the challenges of his mission in Miami.
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Chapter 25 Summary: DIGGING

In Chapter 25 of the book, titled "Digging," the story unfolds with James

 struggling to develop his hacking skills. Amy keeps him back for extra

lessons, and they miss dinner in the dining hall. Tensions rise as James

sulkily returns to his room only to encounter Lauren, his sister, who is in

distress after a particularly tough day in basic training.

Lauren, clad in her muddy training kit, is overwhelmed with emotion. She

recounts a harrowing incident in which Mr. Large, a notorious and harsh

training instructor at CHERUB, pushed her and another recruit, Bethany,

beyond their limits. As punishment for their poor performance on an assault

course, Mr. Large had them dig holes as a form of physical punishment and

then doused Bethany with a hose when she asked for a break, showing no

mercy even as she struggled with an injury.

In a moment of anger and fatigue, Lauren had lashed out at Mr. Large,

striking him with a spade, knocking him unconscious. Despite James finding

an aspect of dark humor in the situation, Lauren is consumed by fear of

expulsion for her actions, which culminated in her fleeing from the training

compound to find James for support.

They seek out Mac, the head of CHERUB, to confront the issue. Mac is

grave but lenient. He acknowledges the severity of Lauren's offense while
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understanding the extreme circumstances that led to it. Rather than resorting

to expulsion, he proposes a demanding punishment: Lauren must clear

blocked drainage ditches on the CHERUB campus. She must complete this

grueling task every day before and after school, and on weekends, until she

can rejoin basic training. The alternative offers a silver lining—Lauren won't

be expelled but placed on a strict final warning. Furthermore, Mac extracts a

promise from James that he'll remain at CHERUB even if Lauren violates

this condition.

The following day, the mood shifts dramatically. Lauren gains unexpected

hero status among her peers. Having faced down the universally feared Mr.

Large, she receives an outpouring of support. Students rally around her,

volunteering to help with her punishment and even initiating collections to

provide her with gifts and rewards. Lauren resolves to stay strong

throughout her ordeal, creating a countdown chart to keep track of the days

until she can reattempt her training.

"Digging" reinforces themes of resilience and camaraderie. Lauren's

determination to endure her punishment and the collective support she

receives from her peers highlight the deep bonds and shared experiences

among the young recruits at CHERUB. Despite the harsh discipline system,

the chapter reveals a community built on mutual respect and the

understanding of each individual’s struggles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 25, 'Digging,' you are introduced to

Lauren's remarkable display of resilience during a dire situation,

which can inspire you to develop a similar trait in your life.

Confronted with an unfair and exhausting punishment from Mr. Large,

Lauren faces an uphill battle both physically and emotionally. Rather

than succumbing to despair, she channels her fear and frustration into

a strong resolve to persevere, no matter how daunting the challenge

becomes. This noteworthy stance exemplifies the vital role of

resilience in overcoming life's inevitable hurdles. Moreover, the

chapter reveals the empowering impact of community and support, as

Lauren's peers rally around her, transforming her initially isolating

experience into a testament to solidarity. Ultimately, Lauren's journey

serves as a dynamic reminder that no matter how difficult a situation

may appear, resilience intertwined with camaraderie strengthens your

ability to endure and inspire others along the way.
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Chapter 26 Summary: SOCKS

In Chapter 26, "Socks," we see a moment of transition and unexpected

 emotions among James, Kerry, and the underlying network of relationships

at the training facility, Thornton. As James prepares for a five-day mission

in Miami, tension brews between him and Kerry, his fellow trainee, who

resents being stuck at their current location while James takes off for what

seems like a luxurious assignment. James, however, downplays this

privilege as merely his role within the team's broader mission.

Amidst packing, James struggles with his dirty socks, the state of which

becomes a humorous point of contention between him and Kerry. The

comedic break gives way to a more serious conversation about James's

tangled romantic entanglements, particularly with April, a girl from their

campus who is overly attached to him.

As the two friends banter, Kerry challenges James on his previous romantic

indiscretions, mentioning Nicole, a girl James had unintentionally hurt.

Defensively, James expresses a desire to be straightforward about his

feelings, hinting at a deeper emotional connection with someone else.

The pivotal moment arrives when James reveals his long-standing feelings

for Kerry. His confession, initially met with skepticism, soon creates a bond

of mutual affection between them. Kerry, surprised by James's honesty,
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reciprocates his sentiments, admitting that she too has felt a pull towards

him despite their frequent disagreements.

What emerges is a mutual understanding and an agreement to pursue a

relationship, albeit with Kerry humorously laying down a condition—James

must ensure his underwear is worn only once before washing. This condition

symbolizes both Kerry's sincerity and their playful rapport.

Through this chapter, the dynamics of adolescent relationships, moving from

banter to genuine intimacy, shine brightly. With James about to embark on

his Miami mission, his acknowledgment of feelings towards Kerry grants

him an emotional momentum, adding depth to his character and setting the

stage for both personal and plot development in forthcoming events.
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Chapter 27 Summary: MIAMI

In Chapter 27, titled "Miami," James and Junior arrive in Miami on a

 Saturday evening. They are greeted by George, Keith's burly security guard,

who drives them to Keith's lavish house. Their arrival is marked by James's

childlike fascination with the distinct features of an American city, such as

its traffic lights and enormous trucks. Keith's house, a sprawling pastel-blue

mansion by the ocean, leaves James in awe, especially when he discovers the

garage filled with luxury cars, including several Porsches.

Keith offers to show James a good time during his stay, suggesting a cruise

down South Beach and a possible trip to Universal Studios in Orlando. He

also generously hands both boys three hundred dollars for spending,

encouraging them to buy gifts, including one for April, a girl who fancies

James. After a quick call home, James and Junior enjoy an evening swim,

embracing the stark contrast to their long flight.

The following morning, James wakes up to an opulent guestroom complete

with a four-poster bed and a stunning ocean view. As he takes in Miami's

vibrant atmosphere, he ponders his future, wondering if he'll end up living a

luxurious life like Keith or working hard like the elderly gardener he spots

below.

Junior interrupts James's thoughts, inviting him for breakfast at IHOP, a
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pancake house known for its indulgent portions. Keith and George drop the

boys at a massive mall before heading to a business meeting. At the mall,

James treats himself to new clothes and gifts, while they also catch a movie.

Upon their return, Keith hints at a successful meeting, which intrigues James

about the nature of Keith's business.

Later, James utilizes his skills to discreetly access Keith's laptop while the

others are out swimming. He discovers encrypted files but decides not to

attempt breaking into them due to time constraints. Instead, he copies the

files onto a USB memory card. James then contacts John Jones from the

Drug Enforcement Agency, revealing his progress and arranging a discreet

transfer of the memory card. They plan to hide the card inside a box of Milk

Duds, which will be collected by the DEA disguised as a routine rubbish

pickup.

Before ending the call, James reports an odd statement from Keith about

future business operations being different, which piques John's interest. The

chapter closes with James taking precautions and maintaining contact with

the agency, as the adventure in Miami unfolds.
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Chapter 28: ORLANDO

In Chapter 28 of "Orlando," James is having a great time vacationing in

 Miami, thanks to the hospitality of Keith Moore, a man entangled in the

drug trade. Along with his friend Junior, and Keith, they embark on a trip to

Orlando, where they enjoy roller coasters and other theme park attractions

before resting at a hotel. During dinner by a man-made lake, Keith sheds

light on the intricate surveillance he believes himself to be under, discussing

how pervasive the police presence is in his life. He suspects informants in

his organization and reveals the pressures he's facing from authorities,

particularly due to Operation Snort, a police effort aiming to dismantle drug

operations like his.

Amidst their chat, James learns about the potential fragmentation of Keith's

organization, KMG, should Keith retreat. Although the disbanding of KMG

might momentarily disrupt the drug supply chain, Keith cynically believes

that it's a futile effort, akin to a tiny Year Seven kid fighting the Year Twelve

rugby team. Keith also hints at his plan to step away from the drug scene,

recounting how he's settling debts and financing family security through

international transactions. 

Later that night, James relays updates to John Jones, an MI5 contact, through

a secretive call. They discuss Keith's intentions, including financial

provisions he has set up for his family, indicating he plans to vanish to avoid
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imprisonment. John informs James that Keith might be preparing for a

permanent escape either via boating or through identity changes, possibly

heading to South America. Due to limited resources, MI5 and DEA struggle

to maintain full surveillance, implying James's role could be pivotal in

preventing Keith's escape.

James continues pondering Keith's future and moral dilemmas, even

questioning what he himself might do if he saw Keith attempting to flee.

The next morning, having returned from Orlando, James wakes with Keith

lightly teasing him for being so exhausted the previous night that he had to

be carried to bed. Once refreshed, James discovers he missed checking in

with John due to his phone battery dying. John, who had worried about

James, had tracked his whereabouts, and they discuss how the authorities are

moving forward with extradition efforts against Keith on grounds of money

laundering.

As the chapter closes, it's revealed that the operation involving James is

drawing to a close, with the plan being for him to fabricate a story about his

family's relocation as his excuse to leave without arousing suspicion from

Keith or Junior.
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Chapter 29 Summary: NIGHT

Summary of Chapter 29: Night

In this chapter, James and Junior bond over a horror movie night in Junior's

room. As the film ends, Junior invites James to stay over, suggesting they

talk more. They discuss mundane and humorous topics, like hypothetical

scenarios involving money for peculiar acts—James highlights how a

million pounds could change his life. Their conversation, however, is

interrupted when Keith, Junior’s dad, advises them to sleep, reminding them

of an early morning plan.

Despite Keith's warning, the boys get drawn into a spontaneous midnight

boxing match on the beach, albeit without protective gear. With a makeshift

ring and professional gloves, they spar, and the fight gets intense. James

quickly realizes Junior is strong and fast, making him question the wisdom

of their brawl. A punch from James accidentally gets sand in Junior's eye,

causing them to call the match a draw.

Afterward, they wade into the sea to wash off sweat and sand, sharing stories

of childhood fears, triggered by scary movies or sibling pranks. Junior notes

the unusual fun they've had with Keith, unlike their usual routines,

attributing it to Keith’s attempt to solidify memories before an uncertain
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absence.

Returning to the house, the boys witness a chilling scene—George, who'd

fallen asleep earlier, is now dead, laying in a pool of blood. The sight leaves

them shocked, with Junior screaming at the grim, unexpected discovery. The

chapter concludes on a tense note, with the playful night turning into a grim

encounter, suggesting dangerous developments ahead.
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Chapter 30 Summary: BODY

Chapter 30 Summary:

James is haunted by the memory of finding his mother dead and is now

confronted with another traumatic scene—George's lifeless body on the

floor, blood pooling by the sliding doors. He suspects Keith shot George for

betrayal but is shocked to find Keith being violently interrogated by three

armed men in the kitchen, looking rough and desperate.

As James plots an escape, he orders Junior to seek help, sending him

sprinting down the beach. However, he's intercepted by another henchman

before James can flee. Trapped and with few options, James resorts to

turning Keith's record into a makeshift weapon, reflecting his CHERUB

training. He musters the courage to confront the intruder, eventually

disarming him and taking the gun.

Despite reluctance, James remembers his firearms training and shoots the

intruder in self-defense, a decision that rattles him. He hurries to find a way

out, but another gunman is bringing Junior back toward the house. Realizing

the danger of escaping through the front, he heads upstairs, where he

connects with Beverly Shapiro, a DEA officer working alongside John

Jones.
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With limited time before the gunmen discover his whereabouts, James

formulates a daring escape plan involving Keith's garage and Range Rover.

After a chaotic and destructive attempt to smash through, involving bullets

and tumbling trees, James finds himself on the beach, breathing a

momentary sigh of relief amid the chaotic getaway.

Driving along the sands, he contacts John Jones and agrees to meet him at a

nearby IHOP. John warns him to be cautious, especially since Beverly is

unaware of the CHERUB operations. As they converge at a McDonald’s due

to the IHOP’s closure, James reflects on his blood-stained trainers and the

perilous ordeal.

At the McDonald's, John and Beverly reveal that the attackers were likely

linked to the Lambayeke cartel, targeting Keith’s hidden fortune in secret

bank accounts. John's hypothesis is that they aimed to torture Keith for his

banking information. The police intervened just in time to foil their plan, but

Keith was injured in the confrontation, and Junior was also harmed.

The trio discusses the complexities of Keith's dealings with the cartel and the

paradox of a crime where neither the victims nor the perpetrators can seek

justice through lawful means. James feels uneasy but relieved that his

spontaneous actions possibly prevented a more dire outcome.
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This chapter illuminates the tangled web of crime, betrayal, and survival

James navigates as he confronts mortal danger, relying on his CHERUB

training and sharp instincts to save himself and seek justice in a world where

trust is a rare commodity.
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Chapter 31 Summary: CATCH

In Chapter 31, titled "Catch," James finds himself at the DEA’s Miami

 headquarters, briefly catching up on sleep in Beverly Shapiro’s office. In the

morning, Beverly provides him with fresh clothes and informs him about the

upcoming interrogation of Keith Moore, a significant figure linked to the

Lambayeke cartel. Despite being shot in the shoulder, Keith is stable enough

for questioning.

James, feeling responsible for Junior's injuries—sustained when

interrogators assumed Keith was withholding information—learns that

Junior won't be returning home anytime soon due to his severe injuries.

Despite wanting to visit Junior, James is informed by Beverly that his

presence in the U.S. is complicated by the absence of any immigration

record for him under the alias James Beckett, and he must leave for London

that evening to avoid legal scrutiny.

Haunted by the memory of having killed an assailant in self-defense, James

reflects on his actions and the weight they carry while preparing to observe

Keith's interrogation. Throughout the chapter, he grapples with the burden of

his experience, feeling both relief and melancholy over the necessity of his

deadly act.

In the observation room, James watches as John Jones, representing British
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Intelligence, leads the interrogation of Keith Moore. Despite Keith’s

attempts to invoke his right to a lawyer, John lays out the gravity of Keith's

situation. Faced with the prospect of spending years in a dangerous Florida

prison or cooperating in exchange for immunity in the U.S. and a potentially

lighter sentence in the U.K., Keith reluctantly agrees to provide information

on his drug dealings with the Lambayeke cartel.

After the successful negotiation, James calls home, updating his peers on

Keith’s capture. He's relieved to hear that the police have detained many

involved with the cartel, thanks to a raid linked to evidence left by a former

associate. As he discusses the next steps with his friends, James playfully

dodges details regarding Kyle's new romantic interest and confirms with

Kerry their plans to reunite soon, affirming their evolving relationship.

Throughout the chapter, the narrative develops a sense of resolution as

Keith's arrest signifies a breakthrough against the cartel, and James prepares

to return home, contemplating the events that led to this point and looking

forward to reconnecting with Kerry and his friends.
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Chapter 32: LAST

In the final chapter of the book, we find James Adams returning to the

 CHERUB campus after successfully completing a complex mission. He

meets with his handler, Meryl Spencer, whose office has a view of the

campus athletics track. Meryl expresses her admiration for James'

performance during the mission, reflecting the praises he received from

other key figures, including Ewart, Zara, and Mr. Jones from MI5.

Specifically, James' cool demeanor under pressure during a hostage situation

involving the drug dealer Keith Moore impressed them all.

James places a bin liner on Meryl's desk filled with items he had obtained

through questionable means, including stolen goods and cash from drug

sales. He expresses his desire to donate the remaining money to a charity

that helps young people overcome drug problems, a suggestion influenced

by his friend Kerry. Meryl, approving of his choice, agrees to add James’

pocket money to the donation, highlighting what seems to be a positive

transformation in James' character. His growth is attributed, in part, to

Kerry's influence, signifying a tentative shift from his previous reckless

behavior.

Despite beginning his journey on CHERUB uncertainly, James now muses

over his development over the past year, recognizing the hard work and

discipline he learned, culminating in skills that allowed him to keep his head
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during dangerous situations. In discussing Keith Moore, James shows a

nuanced understanding of the man’s dual nature as both charming and

criminal. Meryl reinforces that although Moore tried to keep a distance from

the brutal side of the drug business, he was fully aware of its darker aspects.

Meryl informs James that he will not be given another mission until the new

year due to his school absences. Although slightly disappointed, James is

also relieved at the prospect of a break from the high-stress environment of

missions.

James candidly discusses his lingering trauma from the mission, admitting

his unease over the dangers he faced, including a fatal encounter. Meryl

reassures him, arranging for counselling to help him process these

experiences.

Later, James meets with Kerry, who playfully teases him about punishment

laps, none of which Meryl had assigned due to his improved behavior. James

shares the news of his break from missions, revealing his contentment with

the idea of spending time on campus and casually dismissing the

significance of his achievements, including earning his navy CHERUB

T-shirt, much to Kerry's chagrin, as she strives for similar accomplishments.

The conversation shifts from playful banter to a possible romance as James

suggests a walk. They joke about Kerry's moderate punishment for drug use
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and engage in flirtatious teasing, ultimately making plans for a romantic

pursuit while subtly maintaining their camaraderie.

As evening falls, James and Kerry, along with other CHERUB kids, visit the

local bowling alley. Content and relaxed, James reflects on his journey from

a year ago, marveling at how much his life has changed since joining

CHERUB. He thinks of his time on campus, the friendships formed, and the

respect he has earned over time. CHERUB, once unfamiliar and

intimidating, now feels like home to James, marking a poignant

transformation since the loss of his mother.
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