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About the book

Explore the vibrant world of color through the lens of Jerod Foster's

insightful and engaging work, "Color". As a renowned photographer and

passionate teacher, Foster takes readers on a mesmerizing journey to

understand the essence of color in photography and beyond. He unravels the

astonishing ability of colors to evoke emotions, create depth, and tell stories

in the most compelling manner. From the soft, warm hues of a desert sunset

to the crisp, contrasting tones of a bustling cityscape, Foster brings colors to

life with vivid examples and inspiring insights. Whether you're a budding

photographer, an artist, or simply a curious observer, "Color" invites you to

see the world anew, appreciate its hidden beauty, and deepen your

connection with life's colorful canvas. Dive into this rich exploration, and let

Foster transform the way you perceive and appreciate the simple and

complex symphony of hues around you.
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About the author

Jerod Foster is a renowned American photographer, author, and educator,

celebrated for his profound expertise in the realms of color and nature

photography. With roots anchored deeply in the picturesque landscapes of

Texas, Jerod's affinity for the natural world transpired early in his life,

cultivating a passion he has honed into a distinguished career. As a professor

at Texas Tech University, he imparts his knowledge to upcoming

photographers, encouraging them to harness the power of visual storytelling.

His significant contributions to the field are exemplified through various

publications, where his work seamlessly marries technical precision with

artistic vision. Foster’s distinctive approach underscores the emotional depth

of everyday scenes, drawing viewers into vibrant narratives that transcend

traditional photography. As an author, he has keenly captured the essence of

color and its impact, providing readers with insightful and practical guidance

that reflects his dynamic perspective on this visual medium.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Color Wheel

In this chapter from "Color: A Photographer’s Guide to Directing the Eye,

 Creating Visual Depth, and Conveying Emotion," the text explores the

application of color theory in photography. Although the principles might

seem complex or intimidating due to their theoretical nature, understanding

them can significantly enhance a photographer's ability to guide a viewer’s

eye and create emotional depth in images. Whether you are constructing

environments in a studio or capturing more naturalistic scenes, a solid grasp

of color theory remains essential.

The chapter begins by introducing the concept of the color wheel, an

essential tool in color theory that organizes colors in a circular format,

allowing them to transition smoothly between each other. The primary

colors on this wheel are red, blue, and yellow, which differ from the red,

green, and blue used in digital color creation. Mixing primary colors yields

secondary colors—orange, green, and purple—while further mixing with

primary colors produces tertiary hues.

The practical applications of the color wheel in photography are numerous.

An important aspect is using analogous colors—those adjacent on the

wheel—for harmonious and mesmerizing compositions. This is particularly

useful in capturing natural environments like lush forests or desert

landscapes where similar shades prevail. The beauty of analogous colors lies
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in their subtlety and the cohesive visual stories they tell.

Complementary colors, which lie opposite each other on the color wheel,

offer a stark contrast and are instrumental when a photographer desires to

make an element pop in an image. Such contrasts create a visual 'vibration'

that is eye-catching. Popular complementary pairings include green with red

and blue with orange. While providing a compelling visual contrast, using

complementary colors comes with challenges; when overused, they can lead

to visual dissonance. It demands a photographer's discretion to maintain

balance and avoid viewer fatigue.

The chapter further enhances these explanations with photographic

examples. Images exemplify both analogous and complementary color

usage, underpinning the discussions with practical demonstrations. By

understanding and applying these color dynamics, photographers can craft

images that are not only visually striking but also emotionally resonant. The

guidance does not just end with theory, but encourages photographers to

experiment and develop an intuitive understanding of color in their

photography.

Key Points Details

Chapter Focus Application of color theory in photography to enhance images by
directing viewer’s eye and conveying emotion.

Color Wheel Organizes colors in a circular format, featuring primary colors (red,
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Key Points Details

blue, yellow) and their mixtures yielding secondary and tertiary
colors.

Color Theory
Applications

· Analogous Colors: Adjacent on the wheel, used for harmonious
compositions in natural scenes. 
        · Complementary Colors: Opposite on the wheel, used for
contrast to make elements pop. Challenges include potential visual
dissonance.
    

Analogous
Colors

Create subtle, cohesive visual stories. Effective in environments with
similar shades (e.g., forests, landscapes).

Complementary
Colors

Create stark contrasts that capture viewer attention. Examples
include green with red & blue with orange. Balance is needed to
avoid viewer fatigue.

Photographic
Examples

Chapter uses images to demonstrate the principles, showing both
analogous and complementary color usage in action.

Conclusion
Understanding and experimenting with color dynamics allows
photographers to produce visually striking and emotionally resonant
images.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Dominant and Recessive Color

Chapter 4: Create Visual Depth with Color

This chapter explores the strategic use of color in photography to create

visual depth and guide the viewer's attention. It kicks off with a discussion

on complementary colors—contrasting hues found opposite each other on

the color wheel like red and green, which, while popular, can be

overwhelming if used equally. Skilled photographers often balance these

colors to reduce tension and focus on the key elements of their composition.

A key aspect of color manipulation is understanding dominant and recessive

colors. Dominant colors, like reds and oranges, have longer wavelengths and

quickly capture attention, often leading in compositions. These colors are

considered visually warmer, advancing towards the viewer and demanding

attention more than cooler, recessive hues like blues and greens, which tend

to recede.

The chapter also dispels common misconceptions about color

terminology—hue, tint, shade, and tone. A hue is a pure color. Adding white

creates a tint, black creates a shade, and gray produces a tone. This

knowledge, though more common among painters, is invaluable for

photographers to recognize color variations and effectively capture them.
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An engaging takeaway is how dominant colors can impact the perception of

neighboring colors. For instance, an abundance of red can cast a red tint over

an entire image, influencing how other colors are perceived. Similarly, a

widespread blue sky might cool the surrounding hues.

Ultimately, the chapter provides guidance on using these principles

compositionally. Dominant colors like saturated reds should be placed in the

foreground to signify their importance and project them visually and

narratively. Conversely, balancing these with recessive shades can add depth

and direction to the photograph's story. This knowledge helps photographers

compose images where both visual and narrative elements are cohesive and

striking.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Dominant Colors as Visual Tools

Critical Interpretation: Discover how embracing the power of

dominant colors can illuminate your daily experiences, much like they

do in photography. By recognizing these hues in your environment,

you can deliberately manipulate your surroundings to shape your life's

narrative. Imagine implementing bold reds and warm oranges, not

only in the images you capture but also in the spaces you dwell, the

clothes you wear, or even the art you embrace. Much like a

photographer strategically places saturated colors in the foreground to

signify importance, you can project your energy and intention toward

accomplishing personal goals, engaging more effectively with your

surroundings. As you consciously balance these explosive tones with

cooler shades, your life story gains depth, inviting you to appreciate

both dynamic excitements and serene respites.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Contrast

Chapter 4 focuses on creating visual depth in photographs using color. The

 chapter begins by emphasizing the power of using a limited color palette to

create strong images. By employing one dominant color alongside a

recessive color, photographers can simplify their compositions and draw

viewer attention in a compelling way. This approach often leads to highly

impactful images, as demonstrated in accompanying visual examples.

The author then connects this idea to the concept of contrast, a crucial

element in both photography and color theory. Typically, contrast is

understood as the difference between light and dark values, such as black

and white. However, in color theory, contrast arises from the interaction

between different colors. While analogous colors, those found next to each

other on the color wheel, tend to have minimal contrast when they possess a

similar intensity, complementary colors—which are opposite on the color

wheel—exhibit significant contrast.

The chapter also highlights the presence of color theory in nature. The

natural world, with its inherent variety and beauty, serves as a rich source of

inspiration and learning for photographers. Nature showcases different color

relationships effortlessly, from analogous hues like the greens and yellows in

plants to contrasting colors seen in vibrant flowers against dark foliage.

Observing these natural occurrences allows photographers to deepen their
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understanding of color theory and enhance their appreciation for working

with color. 

While exploring nature offers immediate examples, the chapter encourages

readers to observe and practice color theory in any setting. Nature, having

already composed an abundance of harmonious and contrasting

combinations, provides an excellent starting point for photographers seeking

to master the art of color composition.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Using a Limited Color Palette to Create Visual Depth

Critical Interpretation: In your life, embracing the idea of using a

limited 'color palette' can simplify your approach to challenges and

interactions. Just as a photographer uses one dominant color

complemented by a recessive one to create striking imagery, you can

focus on a few core principles or values to bring clarity and intention

to your daily life. This selective approach can help you draw upon the

essence of your experiences and channel energy towards what truly

matters. By reducing distractions and highlighting what's most

important, you can elevate your life's narrative in a way that is not

only deeply personal but also profoundly impactful to those around

you.
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Chapter 4: Sensory Overload

Chapter 4 of "COLOR: A Photographer’s Guide to Directing the Eye,

 Creating Visual Depth, and Conveying Emotion" delves into the use of

color as a tool for enhancing depth and guiding viewers’ eyes in

photography, akin to the use of light and shadow. It begins by explaining

how contrast, both in light and in color, can be instrumental in creating a

sense of three-dimensionality in images. When photographing, identifying

where light and shadows fall can reveal opportunities to infuse depth into

shots, much like the interplay between contrasting colors, which can either

enhance or create a division in an image's composition.

The chapter emphasizes the potential sensory overload that can occur when

too many colors or intense contrasts are employed without careful

consideration. This phenomenon is likened to stepping into an

overwhelmingly decorated store, where an abundance of stimuli leaves one

feeling dazed. Such experiences in real life parallel the double-edged sword

of powerful color use in photography.

Photographs like those illustrating the smooth transition of tones in a

goose’s feathers against the contrasting blue water showcase how expertly

managed color contrast can separate a subject from its environment, lending

clarity and depth. Similarly, pictures where vibrant colors are juxtaposed,

highlight how light differences can also create visual layers.
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However, the chapter advises caution that piling too many vivid colors can

lead to visual cacophony, akin to the loud, clashing hues seen in a busy

market in Madrid. The expert hand of a photographer can skillfully

counterbalance this potential chaos through thoughtful composition and

color management.

To master the balance, the chapter suggests relying on a dominant subject or

color while using additional colors sparingly to provide context or

background. Even when working with a multitude of colors, as in tie-dye

patterns, one must apply methodical compositional strategies to ensure

visual harmony.

In essence, Chapter 4 educates photographers on the power of color in

shaping perception and depth within images, urging them to critically assess

and creatively wield color to avoid overwhelming the viewer and instead

create compelling, dynamic photographs.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Moving Forward

Chapter 4 of "COLOR: A Photographer’s Guide to Directing the Eye,

 Creating Visual Depth, and Conveying Emotion" explores the intricate

relationship between the technical and emotional aspects of color in

photography. It recognizes that while understanding the mechanics of

color—its creation, physical properties, and physiological effects on

humans—is foundational to producing strong images, relying solely on these

technical elements can be limiting. 

As photographers, the journey involves not just mastering the science of

color but also embracing how color interacts with viewers on an emotional

and cultural level. This chapter marks a transition from examining the

technical facets of color to understanding its subjective impact. The author

argues that the emotional and interpretive qualities of color can significantly

enhance the storytelling aspect of photography. This involves considering

the personal, social, and cultural meanings imbued within colors that capture

our attention.

The chapter also introduces practical applications of these ideas. For

instance, the author reflects on the vibrant colors of tulips at the university

where they teach. Despite the potential for such vivid color combinations to

be overwhelming in different settings, in this context, they create a beautiful

display that harmonizes with the semi-arid environment. This example
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illustrates how understanding both the technical and emotional aspects of

color can result in images that resonate deeply with viewers. 

Looking forward, the guide promises to delve into the subjective experience

of color, helping photographers not only to technically master their craft but

to also convey powerful emotions and messages through their use of color.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Emotional Impact of Color

Critical Interpretation: Embracing the emotional impact of color

encourages you to see beyond its technical aspects, delving into how

colors make you feel and how they can evoke certain emotions in

others. For instance, rather than focusing solely on the vivid hues and

their contrasting properties, consider how these colors make you feel

in specific contexts or what memories they conjure. Some colors

might remind you of a childhood memory, a cultural tradition, or a

personal experience, thus connecting your audience to a shared human

narrative and fostering a deeper understanding and resonance. This

insight can inspire you to not only use colors to enhance the visual

appeal of your photographs but to establish a meaningful emotional

dialogue with your viewers. By doing so, you're not merely creating

images; you're crafting stories that touch the heart and soul, leaving a

lasting impact on yourself and those who look upon your work.
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Chapter 6 Summary: C

The "Color: A Photographer’s Guide to Directing the Eye, Creating Visual

 Depth, and Conveying Emotion" serves as a comprehensive manual that

dives deep into the theory and application of color in photography. This

guide provides photographers with the essential tools to use color as a

storytelling device and a means to convey emotion and atmosphere

effectively.

### Understanding Color in Photography

The guide begins by introducing color theory, including concepts like

analogous and complementary colors, which help photographers create

harmony and contrast in their images. Techniques related to minimizing

dominant colors or using energetic colors are also discussed, demonstrating

how color can alter the perception and mood of a photograph.

### Mastering the Technical Aspects

For those looking to refine their technical skills, the book explores the

various file formats such as 8-bit and 14-bit files, and how they impact color

fidelity and detail. A detailed examination of RGB and CMYK color spaces

is included to explain the best practices for managing and reproducing colors

accurately in both digital and print formats.
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### The Role of Light in Color Photography

Light is a crucial element in photography, and the guide emphasizes its

impact on color. Chapters are devoted to mastering ambient and artificial

lighting, focusing on how different light affects color perception. The

nuances of white balancing are also covered extensively, providing

photographers with techniques to achieve desired color temperatures and

moods in various lighting conditions.

### Post-Processing Techniques

Post-processing tools like Adobe Photoshop, Lightroom, and Camera Raw

are key to achieving the final look of a photograph. The book elucidates how

tools such as HSL controls and Clarity can be used to enhance color depth

and vibrancy. Color calibration of monitors and printers is also highlighted

to ensure consistency from capture to output.

### Exploring Black-and-White Photography

An intriguing section of the guide is dedicated to black-and-white

photography, reflecting on its timeless appeal and its simplicity in directing

viewer focus. Tips on camera settings, high-contrast lighting, and the use of

specific plug-ins provide insights into achieving striking monochromatic
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images. The differences and interplay between color and black-and-white

imagery are examined to help photographers decide which approach best

suits their artistic vision.

### Practical Applications and Case Studies

Throughout the manual, real-world examples, such as photographing

cityscapes during the blue hour or capturing the vibrant hues of American

West landscapes, illustrate the principles discussed. References to historical

and modern photographers, like Henri Cartier-Bresson and Richard Avedon,

offer context and inspiration, demonstrating how these masters utilized color

in their iconic work.

In essence, "Color: A Photographer's Guide" is not just about technical

mastery but also about understanding how color influences human emotion

and perception, encouraging photographers to use these insights creatively to

enhance their visual storytelling.
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Chapter 7 Summary: D

The chapters in question delve into the intricate world of color, exploring its

 multifaceted significance in both artistic and cultural contexts. This

exploration begins with foundational concepts of color theory and the

science of how human eyes detect hues. Understanding the emotional and

psychological impacts of colors, the text reveals how color can guide the

viewer's eye, create visual depth, and influence perceptions, all backed by an

explanation of the cultural meanings associated with different colors.

The narrative further investigates the dichotomy between bright and dark as

well as cool and warm colors, revealing how each category influences mood

and artistic output. Practical considerations, such as the interpretation and

control of color through photography, are explored in depth. Techniques to

manipulate color include the use of white balancing and color correction

gels, while the introduction of color photography highlights the intricacies of

capturing color through film selection, ISO settings, and post-processing.

Cultural color perception is addressed with a detailed examination of its

influence on various aspects of life, from clothing and flags to local customs

and community subcultures. Here, color signifies much more than an

aesthetic choice; it reflects complex societal values and traditions. The text

outlines the impact of cultural color, bridging broad topics such as housing

design and food presentation.
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Attention is also given to the physical composition and texture within

photography, emphasizing the contrast and use of complementary colors to

enhance imagery. The importance of contrast in creating dynamic

arrangements within the photographic plane is highlighted, underscoring

how various elements like depth of field and dynamic range contribute to the

ultimate presentation of color.

The work amounting to a rich tapestry of color exploration concludes with

practical considerations for modern digital photography and color

management, encapsulated by discussions on calibration tools like the

Datacolor Spyder4Elite and techniques for achieving color accuracy and

saturation. Across these chapters, the theme emerges that, beyond its visual

appeal, color serves as a universal language shaped by both nature and

culture, influencing everything from personal attire to community identity.
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Chapter 8: J-K

Chapter Summary: A Photographer’s Guide to Color

The book "248 Color: A Photographer’s Guide to Directing the Eye,

Creating Visual Depth, and Conveying Emotion" provides a comprehensive

exploration of the use of color in photography. It begins by discussing the

emotional impact of color, emphasizing how various hues can evoke feelings

such as happiness, jealousy, energy, or calmness. Understanding color

psychology can aid photographers in creating imagery that resonates

emotionally with viewers.

The guide delves into technical aspects, such as the intricacies of highlights

and lighting. High-contrast lighting, as often seen in film noir, and

techniques for managing highlights—including avoiding overexposure—are

thoroughly examined. The influence of environmental conditions like the

golden hour and blue hour on color temperature and mood is highlighted,

offering photographers insight into optimizing natural and artificial lighting

to enhance their compositions.

Central to the book is the concept of guiding the viewer's eye through

strategic color use. By analyzing the placement of vibrant versus subdued

colors, photographers can construct images that lead the observer's gaze
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purposefully across the scene. This section is complemented by the

discussion of the electromagnetic spectrum and the physiology of color

perception, providing scientific context to artistic choices.

The book further explores technical tools such as HSL controls, ISO

settings, and gel filters to manipulate color intensity and balance. In

particular, it explains the difference between CTO and CTB gels and how

they can be used to adjust lighting environments creatively.

Practical examples and case studies are included, for instance, the vibrant

representation of flowers as a visual treat, or how selective coloring in a

photograph can bring its subjects to life. Renowned photographers like

Gregory Heisler and their techniques are also discussed to offer insights and

inspiration for aspiring photographers.

Throughout, the guide stresses the importance of simplifying

compositions—whether by decluttering scenes or using monochrome

palettes—and adapting to different environmental backdrops, such as foggy

landscapes or urban graffiti, to convey the intended message. The

overarching theme is developing a nuanced understanding of color that can

inform both the technical and emotional facets of photographic artwork.
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Chapter 9 Summary: P

Summary of Chapters:

This text explores various interconnected themes revolving around

photography, culture, and specific locations. It delves into the world of

photography by discussing different styles, lighting techniques, and

equipment. Notably, it highlights the contrast between black-and-white and

color photography, emphasizing the impact of lighting and color choices,

such as those found in landscapes and portraits. For instance, understanding

the nuances of golden hour and blue hour lighting can significantly affect the

outcome of landscape images.

The narrative then shifts to the cultural aspects of specific regions like New

Mexico and Mexico, touching upon the unique architecture, landscapes, and

local traditions. The significance of local culture in photography is

underscored, with references to Madrid's vibrant street life and traditional

clothing, as well as Mexico's rich musical heritage and evocative landscapes,

exemplified by characters like "Midnight Matador."

The text also offers insights into the history and technology of photography,

mentioning pioneers like Joseph Niépce and contemporary tools such as

Nikon's Picture Control settings and Adobe Lightroom. These references
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highlight the evolution from early photographic techniques to modern digital

enhancements that photographers utilize to create visually compelling

images.

A compelling aspect of this narrative is the exploration of human emotions

and their representations through color and light in photography. Concepts

such as negative emotions, mourning, and peace are examined, suggesting

how colors and shadows influence the mood and interpretation of images.

Knowledge of technical details is also woven throughout, covering topics

like noise reduction, lens choices, and color mixing in photography. Brief

mentions of leading photographers and the industries they serve provide

context, showcasing the diversity within the photographic community.

In summary, the text offers a holistic view capturing both the artistic and

technical dimensions of photography, while simultaneously reflecting on the

cultural elements of various regions and how they inspire photographers to

convey stories through their lenses.
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Chapter 10 Summary: S

"250 Color: A Photographer’s Guide to Directing the Eye, Creating Visual

 Depth, and Conveying Emotion" offers a comprehensive exploration of how

color can enhance photography, influencing visual depth and emotional

impact. The book emphasizes the importance of understanding color theory,

light, and the camera settings required to capture vibrant, emotionally

engaging images. 

The guide begins by discussing the science of color—explaining how the

human eye perceives hues through photoreceptors like rods and cones—and

how this understanding is crucial for photographers. It introduces concepts

such as RGB and sRGB color spaces, which dictate how colors are

represented digitally, and important tools like spectrophotometers and

color-correction gels for achieving precise color accuracy. 

The book also delves into practical applications, including mastering white

balance to capture true-to-life tones in varying lighting conditions. It

examines the nuances of different types of light, such as natural,

golden-hour, and artificial lighting, and the effects they have on skin tones,

shadows, and image contrast. Readers learn about techniques like

underexposing to enhance mood and using shadows to add texture and

depth, particularly in black-and-white photography where color is replaced

by tonal contrast.
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Throughout, the guide provides detailed explorations of how different

cultural settings affect color use in photography. It highlights vibrant

locations like Spain and Texas, emphasizing their signature colors and

unique architectural features. Scenic landscapes are contextualized with

advice on capturing dynamic settings, including skies filled with different

cloud formations or colorful sunsets. The role of secondary colors and

techniques for simplifying images and separating subjects from backgrounds

is also discussed, ensuring photographers can effectively direct the viewer's

eye and enhance storytelling through visual cues.

Moreover, the guide touches on specific genres of photography such as

street, portrait, and wedding photography, providing insights into utilizing

color to align with different themes and emotions—from the purity of a

wedding dress to the vibrance of a musician's performance. Discussions on

advanced tools like Photoshop for post-processing, and Picture Styles for

Canon cameras, emphasize the importance of technological mastery in

achieving professional results.

In the end, the book serves as both an artistic and technical manual,

encouraging photographers to experiment with stacking colors, leveraging

speedlights and strobes, and mastering the rule of thirds to create visually

compelling photographs. Whether harnessing the reflective quality of water

or the vibrant tones of a rural landscape, this guide equips photographers
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with the knowledge to not just take photos, but to craft images that are as

vibrant and diverse as the world they capture.
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Chapter 11 Summary: X-Y

The index provides a comprehensive overview of the book's topics,

 exploring various aspects of color, photography techniques, and settings.

Key subjects include underexposing film, which is discussed in the context

of managing light and shadows, and the influence of uniforms and the

United States flag on color perception. The upholstery store on page 65 hints

at the role of specific settings in capturing visual interest.

Velvia, a saturated color film, and notable photographer Vincent Versace are

highlighted, pointing to the focus on vibrant colors that permeate the text

(pages 6, 54, 216). The discussion extends to vibrating colors and their

visual impact, particularly at pages 54, 63, 66, and 224, and incorporates a

nuanced examination of color wavelengths and their importance in

photography.

The narrative takes us to diverse locations, such as the expansive landscapes

of West Texas, with an emphasis on its seasonal characteristics, skies, and

diverse fields (pages 144, 162-169). The book also touches on techniques

such as white balance adjustment to ensure color accuracy across different

scenes (pages 171, 176–187).

Wedding photography, associated with white dresses and the notion of virtue

(pages 33, 107), is another key element, as is the color theory essential for
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effective visual communication (pages xi, 18, 48). The Texas backdrop, with

its panoramic skies and fields, provides a rich canvas for the exploration of

color science, especially in sunsets, underscoring the fascination with strong

orange hues and the technical challenge of capturing them in photographs

(pages 18–19, 99, 204, 221, 238–239).

The use of color correction tools like X-Rite ColorMunki and i1 Display Pro

(page 215), alongside the analysis of specific colors such as yellow and its

psychological connotations (pages 90–95), is meticulously covered. 

The book rounds out its exploration with practical photography insights,

including lens usage (both wide-angle and telephoto) to enhance

composition (pages 39, 41), and the application of the rule of thirds to guide

visual balance. The mention of Tri-X film (page 244) and trends like

traditional clothing and tapas (pages 114–115, 127–129) suggests an

integration of cultural aspects and emerging trends in visual storytelling. 

Moreover, background elements like thunderstorms and sunsets are utilized

not only to enrich the narrative but also to illustrate the dynamic interplay of

color and natural phenomena (pages viii–ix, 6, 162–163). This careful

structuring achieves a seamless blend of theory, practical know-how, and

cultural insights, making the book a holistic guide to understanding and

applying color in visual media.
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