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About the book

In "Coop," Michael Perry invites readers into the heartwarming yet chaotic

world of his rustic Wisconsin homestead, where the trials of farming blend

seamlessly with the joys and misadventures of family life. As Perry

chronicles the challenges of raising chickens, forging a deep connection with

the land, and experiencing the transformative power of self-sufficiency, he

offers a touching narrative that celebrates the beauty of simplicity amidst the

complexities of modern existence. With humor, tenderness, and keen

observations, Perry captures the essence of what it means to cultivate not

just crops, but relationships, making "Coop" a compelling exploration of the

intersection between rural life and the timeless values of resilience, love, and

community.
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About the author

Michael Perry is a multifaceted American author known for his insightful

and often humorous explorations of rural life, nature, and the human

experience. Born and raised in the small town of Scranton, Wisconsin, Perry

has a unique ability to intertwine personal narrative with broader themes,

drawing on his own experiences as a farmer, writer, and family man. His

engaging storytelling is complemented by an extensive background in

journalism, which informs his keen observations and relatable prose. In

addition to "Coop," a reflective memoir about his adventures in raising

chickens and embracing the challenges of self-sufficiency, Perry has

authored several other works that resonate with readers seeking authenticity

and connection to the land.
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Chapter 1 Summary: This morning while splitting wood,
I attempted to clear my…

### Chapter 1 Summary

In the opening chapter, the narrator humorously recounts an event while

splitting wood, where an attempt at a “farmer snort”—a rural, no-nonsense

method of clearing one's nostrils—goes hilariously wrong, leading to a

cascade of physical mishaps. He reminisces about childhood lessons,

learning skills through observation and experience rather than formal

instruction, especially from his father, as he attempted to mimic the spitting

technique of a neighbor.

The narrator lives on a farm, contrasting his current life to twenty-four years

of city living, and now prepares for the winter by splitting firewood with a

methodical approach. He finds satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment in

this manual labor, linking it to traditional notions of self-sufficiency. The

narrative showcases the character’s connection to his heritage and the

importance of providing for his family during the long winter months.

The chapter highlights the living conditions of the family's farmhouse—a

patchwork of remodels with its heart still a log cabin from the 1880s. He

reflects nostalgically on the days growing up around the Monarch Model
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3755D wood-burning stove that his parents still use, which serves as a

central figure in their family life, providing warmth and culinary comfort.

Memories of childhood chores, particularly wood-gathering, are connected

to identity and family bonding.

As he anticipates the arrival of a new baby in April, the narrator grapples

with anxiety about parenting, contrasting his medical knowledge with his

wife's alternative healing beliefs. He contemplates the logistics of managing

their home and responsibilities, weighing the practicality of long-term

projects like wood-splitting against the emotional and psychological needs

of his family.

The chapter introduces key characters such as Anneliese, his wife, and their

daughter, Amy, while touching on complexities like blended family

dynamics. Through light-hearted storytelling, the narrator manages his fears

and experiences the beautiful chaos of family life, from preparing for a new

addition to the joy of mundane everyday tasks. The narrative is laced with

humor and warmth, inviting readers into a world where simple labor and

complex emotions coexist.
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Chapter 2 Summary: I am building a glorious chicken
coop in my mind.

Chapter 2 Summary:

The narrator begins by envisioning an ideal chicken coop, drawing design

ideas from various sources such as vintage poultry housing plans,

photographs from barn explorations, and even childhood memories.

Determined to avoid shoddy construction materials, he dreams of a robust

and aesthetically pleasing coop reminiscent of his rural roots. This fondness

for early 20th-century architecture leads him to reflect on a complicated

history with manual handiwork, marked by childhood mishaps and unmet

ambitions.

He recalls moments from his childhood on the family farm, particularly the

structured routine of milking cows, which his father undertook daily without

fail. Rather than taking part in the full burden of farm life like some friends,

he and his brother split milking duties with their father. They used a vacuum

pump system to extract milk from the cows—a process filled with nostalgia,

tediousness, and occasional mishaps like kicked-over milking machines. The

narrative explores the lessons learned from the challenges of farm life,

highlighting not just the practicalities of animal husbandry but the emotional

thread that connects generations through shared experiences.
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As he paints his childhood in vivid detail, the narrator brings to life the

characters of his family—the hardworking father anchored to farm duties,

the supportive yet pragmatic mother, and the siblings engaged in strange

games and playful mischief. The joy of simple childhood pursuits

intertwines with the raw realities of farm life, creating an idyllic yet stark

backdrop against which the narrator grapples with the formative experiences

of youth.

The chapter transitions to the impact that peers and social environments had

on him. Struggling with the mischievous influence of schoolmate Hardy

Biesterveld, the narrator reflects on a pivotal moment in childhood when he

encounters a frightening poem, "The Hell-Bound Train," which brings him

to a moment of moral reckoning. This experience ignites a newfound desire

for redemption and a longing for a more virtuous path.

As the narrative progresses, he juxtaposes his then-innocent ambitions with

the rigors of adult responsibilities, specifically his career as a freelance

writer. Despite the struggles of sustaining a living through

writing—compiled with the recollections of scant childhood resources—the

narrator expresses a deep-seated connection to his farming roots. There’s a

blending of nostalgia with present duties, as he laments the learning curve of

farm mechanics and the challenges of equipment repairs. His aspirations for

a more rustic life emerge through humor and reflections on frugality, linking
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back to childhood memories of thrift and resourcefulness nourished by his

upbringing.

Ultimately, Chapter 2 serves as a tapestry interwoven with nostalgia for farm

life, the intoxicating pull of nature, the burdens and joys of family legacy,

and the realization that despite embarking on a different path as a writer, the

essence of his experiences remains strong within him. As he looks upon the

stars in the night sky, the narrator finds comfort in their constancy,

symbolizing connections to his father and roots—unwavering in the face of

his own uncertain journey.

Key
Themes Description

Ideal
Chicken
Coop

The narrator envisions a robust and aesthetically pleasing chicken
coop, drawing inspiration from vintage plans and childhood memories.

Childhood
Memories

Reflects on farm life experiences, especially milking cows, which
highlights the lessons learned and emotional connections with family.

Family
Dynamics

Describes the hardworking father, supportive mother, and playful
siblings, blending the joy of childhood with the realities of farm work.

Sociocultural
Influences

Recounts the impact of peers, particularly a schoolmate, which leads to
a moment of moral reckoning through the poem "The Hell-Bound Train."

Transition to
Adulthood

Contrasts innocent ambitions of childhood with adult responsibilities,
particularly the challenges of a freelance writing career.

Nostalgia
and Frugality

Expresses a connection to farming roots, blending nostalgia with humor
regarding thrift and resourcefulness learned in childhood.
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Key
Themes Description

Conclusion
Chapter 2 emphasizes the enduring essence of childhood experiences
despite the narrator's diverging path, finding comfort in connections to
his roots.
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Chapter 3 Summary: I am in the office working after
supper when Anneliese…

Chapter 3 Summary

The chapter begins with the narrator receiving a call from his pregnant wife,

Anneliese, who experiences contractions. Though they seem to be early

Braxton-Hicks contractions for her sixth month, the narrator feels a surge of

anxiety as he rushes to their home. Despite having intended to read birthing

books beforehand, he finds himself unprepared and hastily skims through

them for guidance. Anneliese's contractions become more frequent but

eventually subside by bedtime, allowing both to find some comfort as the

narrator checks the baby's heartbeat repeatedly with a stethoscope,

alleviating his worries temporarily.

As the narrator reflects on his upbringing, he reveals that he was raised in a

strict, nameless fundamentalist Christian sect, which placed strong emphasis

on community living without formal church structures. The group believed

in simplicity and humility, holding gospel meetings in homes rather than

established churches. These meetings involved hymns, prayers, and brief

sermons, focusing on spiritual and moral guidance rather than fiery

preaching. The narrator illustrates this upbringing with humorous anecdotes

about church life and the various characters, like his eccentric relatives who
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occasionally disrupted the norm. He contrasts that upbringing with how

outsiders often misunderstood their belief system, revealing his mixed

feelings about his past when he mentions the oddities of his childhood.

The narrative then shifts to his parents' early days together. His mother and

father had their own unconventional journey, marrying against some

religious norms, particularly since his mother was expected to marry within

their faith. Their relationship blossomed in the context of familial

expectations and personal desires, ultimately leading them to blend

conventional life with fostering children. The narrator recounts their union

and the subsequent decision to bring in multiple children through foster care,

sharing the profound impact this choice had on his family dynamics. This is

embodied in the many siblings that came into their lives, some permanently,

some temporarily, each one weaving into the family narrative.

As he transitions back to the present, the narrator contemplates the idea of

having a second child with Anneliese, paralleling her determination to allow

their daughter Amy to have a sibling. A midwife visits them to give birthing

instructions, and the couple finds unexpected humor in the situation,

reminiscing about their early connection and the love that has grown

between them. Despite the challenges Anneliese faces during her pregnancy,

the narrator expresses deep admiration for her resilience and devotion.

The chapter closes with reflections about his childhood home, where his
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parents still provide care for children with special needs. Through these

experiences, the narrator is aware of the sacrifices his parents made for their

children, drawing connections between his past and his present as he

prepares for the arrival of a new member in the family. As he spends time

with Anneliese and Amy, watching a movie together by their warm

fireplace, he feels a sense of joy, continuity, and purpose, highlighting the

intertwining of family life across different generations.
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Chapter 4: Winter is on the fizzle, and Mister Big Shot
is…

### Chapter 4 Summary: 

As winter wanes, a cock pheasant named Mister Big Shot has made his

presence known by regularly strutting at the edge of the yard, enthralled by

love yet burdened by the loss of his tail feathers. Despite his bright colors,

reminiscent of a confetti explosion, his bobtail seems to hinder his romantic

prospects. In this chapter, the narrator and his daughter, Amy, observe and

speculate about Mister Big Shot, wondering about the circumstances of his

feather loss—perhaps a predator encounter or a mishap from being raised in

captivity. The narrator shares a fable about how the bear lost his tail, leading

to a playful impersonation of Mister Big Shot that brings joy and

contemplation about the bird's future.

The narrative shifts to the father’s memories of his own upbringing on a

farm, recounting how he grew up amidst a diverse farming landscape that

included sheep. His father, who humorously dismisses his sheep-farming

endeavors as “dumb," possesses a deep affection for the animals, illustrating

a contrast between the demands of raising dairy cows and the

sometimes-overlooked responsibilities of sheep husbandry. He recalls the

labor-intensive lambing season, highlighting the joys and challenges that
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arise when ewes go into labor. 

As the season turns, there are poignant glimpses into family life. Anneliese,

the narrator’s wife, struggles to sleep as she awaits the arrival of their new

baby, and the narrator reflects on his own anxieties about being present

during the birth, despite a wealth of medical experience. Meanwhile, he and

Amy engage in collecting maple sap, forging a father-daughter bond amid

the fleeting transitions of nature.

Amidst their everyday tasks, the narrator reminisces about a childhood

friend, Ricky, and their adventures, often centered around water and the

local landscape. This friendship, however, faded with age and circumstance,

leaving a bittersweet impression that resonates throughout the narrative. As

he navigates his responsibilities, he often thinks of the simplicity of

childhood explorations, the transient beauty of nature, and the deep

connection to his family and their land.

As the chapter progresses, the recurrence of seasonal change becomes a

backdrop for reflection on life, loss, and the unbreakable ties of family. The

narrative intertwines the routine of agricultural duties with the anticipation

of new life, leading to a touching moment when Mister Big Shot is finally

accompanied by a female pheasant, demonstrating that even those with

imperfections can find companionship.
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By the chapter's conclusion, there's an undercurrent of hope. The narrator

contemplates the enduring cycles of nature and life while waiting for the

arrival of their baby, representing a new chapter that parallels the arrival of

spring. The day is not just about the practicalities of farm life but also about

the rich tapestry of memories, familial bonds, and the quiet elegance of life's

ongoing transformations.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Across the valley, the bare-bone
tree line is thickening. The…

In Chapter 5, the story unfolds against the backdrop of an eagerly awaited

 home birth. The setting is a vibrant valley, where spring is in full bloom,

reflecting the hope and anticipation surrounding Anneliese’s impending

delivery. Ten days have passed since a false alarm left her emotionally

drained, and the family is on high alert as contractions return.

Anneliese reveals to her husband, Michael, that labor seems to be underway.

Their daughter Amy is caught in a conflicting mix of excitement and

apprehension about witnessing her mother's pain. After conferring with

Leah, the midwife, they confirm that Anneliese is progressing well, reaching

six or seven centimeters—a promising sign.

As preparations intensify, family members arrive to provide support,

including Anneliese's mother, Donna, and a close friend, Mills, an

experienced paramedic who has delivered multiple babies. Amid the chaos,

Michael’s focus turns toward logistical details—preparing the birthing tub

and managing water temperature—trying to stave off anxiety but feeling

increasingly overwhelmed.

Anneliese’s labor intensifies, characterized by increasingly painful

contractions. During a moment of distress when her water breaks, Amy
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becomes frightened and is taken away to avoid witnessing her mother's

suffering. Despite this, Michael reassures her about the process, emphasizing

that everything is okay.

The atmosphere culminates as Anneliese enters the birthing tub, her

determination evident as she pushes through. The climactic moment arrives

when their baby is born into Michael’s hands, a fragile life emerging from

water. Amid waves of relief and joy, Anneliese brings the baby, a girl named

Jane, to her breast, solidifying their new family unit. The moment is

celebrated with warmth and laughter, especially as Amy discovers she has a

sister.

As the day progresses, the family settles into the new routine, sharing joyful

memories and nurturing bonds while navigating the chaos of early

parenthood. Anneliese experiences a gentler recovery than with their first

child, and the family finds solace in their nurturing environment. They revel

in bonding moments while adjusting to the complexities of caring for a

newborn, seldom stepping out to visit with others in the first week.

Amidst the happiness, Michael receives an unexpected and heartbreaking

email informing him of the death of his dear friend Tim, who had been

suffering from cancer. This news intertwines joy and sorrow, prompting him

to reflect on their long friendship and the memories they created together.

While mourning his absence, he finds comfort in the love that now
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surrounds him at home, once again reminding him of the fragility of life.

As he processes this personal loss, Michael continues to immerse himself in

home and family responsibilities, wrestling with the demands of work amid

growing emotional challenges. He reflects on the importance of being

present for his wife and daughters, recognizing that sometimes moments of

stillness can be just as valuable as the hustle of day-to-day life.

The chapter encapsulates themes of new beginnings, love, and the

bittersweet nature of life, as the family embarks on a new chapter with Jane

while also grappling with grief. The cycle of life is poignantly illustrated

through the juxtaposition of birth and death, underscoring the deep

connections that bind them to one another and to their past.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Today a dog bit me grievously upon
the ass. I…

### Chapter 6 Summary

In a comically chaotic day, the narrator begins with an unexpected incident:

while wrestling a pig during his quest to raise swine, he is bitten by a dog.

This dual initiation—his first serious dive into pig husbandry and the rude

awakening from the dog—sets the tone for the chapter.

The narrator reflects on his family’s farming background, particularly their

minimal experience with pigs, which his father avoided due to their smell.

Over the years, various family members have raised pigs, contributing

anecdotes about their experiences, including tales of butchering and the bond

between pigs. The narrator, inspired and somewhat naive, has been

contemplating pig ownership for months but has yet to make any practical

moves. Today, he finally plans to change that.

Accompanied by his daughter Amy, he heads to a livestock auction,

recalling his own childhood visits to the same place, a nostalgic blend of

excitement and confusion. There, they meet Kenneth Smote, a retired

psychology professor and goat farmer, who is expected to provide guidance.

The atmosphere is charged with the thrill of the auction, but the narrator
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feels out of place and a little overwhelmed, particularly when he encounters

an ex-boyfriend of a former flame.

After discovering no feeder pigs at the auction, the narrator seeks out a

nearby farm where he stumbles upon a friendly farmer with pigs for sale. A

nervous transaction ensues, where the narrator buys two feeder pigs.

However, chaos strikes when a dog, chained at the entrance, bites him as he

attempts to hoist the pigs into his truck. Despite the pain, he manages to take

home the pigs, enduring the comical embarrassment of his circumstances.

At home, Amy enthusiastically names the pigs Wilbur and Cocklebur,

igniting the father’s moral dilemma about naming animals meant for

butchering. He explains to her the purpose of their acquisition, injecting a

dose of reality into their initial joy. As the pigs settle into their new

environment, the narrator grows increasingly enchanted, watching them

adapt as they root in the earth for the first time.

The chapter shifts to the narrator's daily life filled with chores, family

interactions, and the discoveries he makes with the pigs. Much of his labor

focuses on ensuring the pigs are comfortable, even though they find ways to

complicate his efforts, such as uprooting their water supply.

In a reflective moment, the narrator captures the joy of family life

intertwined with the challenges of farming. He bonds with Amy over
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growing vegetables for the pigs, and their relationship deepens through

shared experiences in nature and labor. As he watches the pigs thrive, he

contemplates the simplicity and complexity of rural life, crafting a narrative

steeped in family, work, and the land. Overall, Chapter 6 seamlessly weaves

humor, nostalgia, and the realities of pig farming into a vivid depiction of

life on the farm.
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Chapter 7 Summary: My daughter is weeping in the
timothy. She is a…

In Chapter 7, the narrator reflects on a poignant scene as his daughter, Amy,

 weeps in the fields, clutching grass clippers and a handful of timothy hay.

He observes this through the kitchen window, likening it to a painting that

captures both beauty and sorrow. The reason for her tears is linked to the

high cost of guinea pig hay, highlighting the narrator's frugality. When he

discovers that replacing the depleted supply from Aunt Barbara costs an

exorbitant amount, he comically considers absurd alternatives to finance it

before returning home and explaining to Amy why they must forage for hay

from their own property.

As he reminisces about his childhood haymaking days with his father, the

narrator feels conflicted. This nostalgia stirs memories of joyfully cutting

hay with a tractor and the sense of accomplishment it brought him,

contrasting with his current predicament of explaining economic lessons to a

seven-year-old. Ultimately, he and Amy embark on a makeshift

grass-harvesting adventure in their lawn, where they gather the grasses

sprouting in their overgrown yard—drawing parallels between his youth and

the present day.

Through rich descriptions, the narrator illustrates his experiences making

hay, emphasizing the magic and satisfaction of the process, as well as the
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challenges faced with older equipment. He shares the intricacies of using a

sickle mower and haybine, revealing the often chaotic nature of haying while

simultaneously teaching Amy the importance of self-sufficiency and hard

work.

As summer unfolds, the family engages in routines such as raking hay and

bonding over the chores, although Amy struggles with the labor-intensive

aspects, revealing a generational gap in perceptions of work. The idyllic

landscape filled with life and the warmth of family connections contrast with

the frustrations and challenges of grounding lessons into the lives of the next

generation.

As the season progresses, the narrator’s reflections deepen, especially after a

family wedding and a trip to Washington Island, where he experiences a mix

of joy and nostalgia. Returning home, he finds solace in watching the

chickens and pigs they have acquired, culminating in an evolving

relationship with his children as they engage in their own unique rural

adventures. 

Ultimately, the chapter illustrates the complexities of parental responsibility,

the lessons of self-reliance, and the bittersweet nature of childhood—echoed

in the narrator’s experiences with haymaking and parenting as he hopes to

instill enduring values in Amy despite the challenges involved.
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Chapter 8: At some point every Sunday evening of my
childhood there…

In Chapter 8, the author reflects on the comforting ritual of “Popcorn

 Sundays” from his childhood, a tradition that involved gathering as a family

to enjoy homemade popcorn while reading. This chaotic yet delightful

experience included the heat and frantic shaking of the popcorn pot by his

mother, who managed multiple tasks simultaneously, filling the air with the

warm, nostalgic scents of snacks and burnt Crisco, evoking a sense of

familial love and unity amidst the organized chaos. 

The chapter paints a vivid picture of family dynamics, showcasing the

siblings each immersed in their chosen books at the dining table during this

shared meal, creating a lively atmosphere punctuated by the uproar of spilled

drinks and laughter. As the years pass, this tradition evolves, becoming a

cherished gathering for adults and children alike, emphasizing community

connection and continuity.

As the narrative shifts to the present, the author describes returning to his

parents’ home, where the tradition continues with new faces. The warmth of

family ties is palpable, filled with familiar characters and the buzz of

activity, likened to an idyllic snapshot of rural life infused with hard work

and simple pleasures. Here, the new generation plays and bonds over the

fond sounds and tastes of their childhoods while the adults share stories,
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weaving a rich tapestry of past experiences and challenges.

This chapter juxtaposes moments of familial joy against the realities of farm

life, with chickens and pigs populating their daily existence. The

descriptions of farm activities highlight the author’s growing attachment to

the animals, especially a trembling chicken affectionately named "Little

Miss Shake-N-Bake," whose struggles and perseverance draw empathy from

both Amy and the author. The struggle to care for the farm mirrors the

emotional undertones of family life and the bittersweet moments of growth

and loss.

The chapter takes a heavier turn when the narrative shifts to a traumatic

event involving the author's brother, Jed, and his son, Jake. A sudden phone

call conveys the shocking news of an accident, thrusting the family into a

crisis. Readers learn about Jed’s background—his deep-rooted connection to

farming, and the profound impact of losing his wife Sarah in a tragic

accident. The author recounts the severe emotional toll of Jake’s accident,

painting a picture of a family reeling from grief yet coming together to

support one another in the face of unimaginable loss.

In the aftermath of the accident, the stark contrast of life continues. The

narrative punctuates moments of rustic farm life interspersed with

grief—feeding pigs, digging worms, and the peculiar antics of "Little Miss

Shake-N-Bake," all serve to ground the story within the realm of everyday
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life while the backdrop of tragedy looms over them. 

Through it all, the chapter emphasizes resilience in the face of sorrow,

showcasing the strength of familial bonds forged in both joy and heartache.

Themes of love, loss, and the cycle of life are intricately woven together,

illustrating how traditions, however playful, can also serve as anchors during

times of profound distress. Ultimately, Chapter 8 balances the weighty

themes of grief with the lightness of cherished memories, inviting reflection

on the complexities of life, love, and the power of family.
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Chapter 9 Summary: One summer evening when the
other kids got to go…

### Chapter 9 Summary

On a summer evening long ago, the narrator has a vivid memory of being

left behind while his siblings go swimming, marking the beginning of a

feeling of loneliness. Presently, he reflects on a yard dance that he and his

wife, Anneliese, held the night before their wedding, where a string band

called Duck for the Oyster provided lively music. Their daughter, Amy, was

looking forward to attending a family dance, but her recent behavior has led

to stricter parental measures. She has been uncooperative with chores and

schoolwork, leading the narrator and Anneliese to enforce some

consequences, including the possibility that Amy might stay home instead of

going to the dance.

As the day unfolds, the parents secretly hope Amy will complete her tasks,

but she falls short despite attempts to encourage her. When Anneliese

prepares to go out for the night, Amy's realization that she will have to stay

home instead brings on a flood of tears. This turns into a poignant moment

for the narrator as he witnesses her disappointment, feeling the weight of his

parental decisions. They share a bedtime story where the narrator recounts

his own childhood experience of being left out, fostering a deeper
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understanding between him and Amy.

In the following days, the narrator observes his chickens, particularly a sick

Speckled Sussex that ultimately dies, leading him to contemplate the

fragility of life and the responsibilities of rural living. He also reflects on his

relationship with Anneliese, their anniversary dinner being a rare

opportunity to connect away from their parental duties, and they take time to

revisit their wedding vows, focusing on themes like reverence and presence.

As autumn approaches, the narrator’s pork project intensifies. He and a

friend, Jed, salvage an old pigpen and work together to clear and log trees.

The bond formed through shared hard work helps to navigate the grief

surrounding the recent loss of Jed's son. Meanwhile, the narrator expands his

pigpen, nurtures the pigs, and tries different feeding methods, all while also

dealing with the realities of butchering animals for sustenance.

As the meat chickens grow, he learns the ins and outs of their care, battling

issues with their coop setup and the challenges caused by the loss of

chickens to predators. Despite these hardships, he enjoys the moments spent

with his daughter, Amy, and appreciates the rhythms of farm life, including

the process of butchering, which he endeavors to share with her when the

time comes. Through glimpses of these experiences, he also illustrates the

passage of time and the ongoing cycle of life on the farm, leading up to the

significant moment of butchering the pigs—another harsh but necessary part
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of their lifestyle.

The bustling activities of preserving food with friends and preparing for the

changing seasons bring a sense of community and nostalgia. The chapter

ends with the narrator appreciating the simple joys, the laughter of his

children, and the quiet moments shared with family amid the hustle of farm

life.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Sunday mornings when I was a
boy I worshipped the…

### Summary of Chapters 10

In Chapter 10, the narrator reflects on his childhood experiences attending

church in a simple white clapboard house. Each Sunday morning, he would

sit on a hard chair along a plaster wall, absorbing the warmth of the radiator

while listening to the elder lead hymns, prayers, and testimonies in the calm

atmosphere. The congregation, composed of familiar faces, shared their

reflections and spiritual journeys, fostering a close-knit community. The

narrator recalls his first testimony, hesitating before quoting scripture, which

reflects both the simplicity and significance of the gatherings, emphasizing a

sense of belonging and reverence.

As an adult, the narrator grapples with his evolving beliefs. He remembers

helping his sister butcher chickens, a task that he initially felt proud to tackle

himself but ultimately turns to neighbors for assistance—signifying a shift

from self-sufficiency to pragmatism. His and his wife Anneliese's debate

about what church means to them reflects their respective upbringings and

desires: he, raised in a less structured faith, finds joy in simplicity, while she

craves the comfort of ritual. This conflict is compounded by their desire to

instill values in their daughters, Amy and Jane.
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The chapter explores the narrator's ongoing dialogue with faith and beliefs.

A significant moment occurs when Amy asks about God, leading to a

heartfelt discussion about Jesus—illustrating the complexities of parenting

intertwined with personal faith. Meanwhile, reminiscences of family games

and cherished rituals highlight a longing for connection amid the challenges

of modern life, leading the narrator to reconcile his upbringing's harsh truths

with a desire for spiritual exploration and authenticity.

Transitioning back to the present, the narrator details a busy routine on the

farm, revealing both pride and frustration over balancing pastoral duties with

family life. He yearns for deeper connections with Anneliese and their

children and reflects on the nostalgic simplicity of his childhood contrasted

with the more complex path he now navigates. As he and Anneliese work

together butchering chickens and preparing for winter, they forge a

partnership that emphasizes shared purpose. Their quiet satisfaction at the

end of the day becomes a focal point reflecting their commitment to family

and sustenance through their collective labor.

Overall, Chapter 10 encapsulates the narrator's journey through childhood

faith, parental roles, and the quest for meaning in the face of contemporary

parenting challenges, underscored by a desire for authenticity and

connectedness in both life and spirituality.
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