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About the book

In "Cyclonopedia: Complicity with Anonymous Materials," Reza

Negarestani invites readers to embark on a surreal exploration of the hidden

narratives and arcane forces that shape the Middle East through a lens that

bends known reality. This groundbreaking work teeters on the edge between

philosophy, horror, and speculative fiction, drawing the reader into a vortex

where geological structures pulse with malevolent intent, oil becomes a

sentient entity, and ancient evils seep through fractures in the earth, ready to

be unleashed. Brimming with esoteric wisdom and enigmatic theories

presented in an experimental format, Negarestani crafts a rich tapestry

interwoven with threads of occultism, geopolitics, and dark mythology. As

you delve deeper into the chaos and erosion of familiar boundaries, you're

left questioning the very nature of conspiracy and complicity in a world

where objects and materials possess an eerie agency. Brace yourself for this

mind-bending journey that promises to transform the way you perceive

matter itself.
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About the author

Reza Negarestani, an enigmatic Iranian philosopher and writer, emerges as a

vanguard of avant-garde thought, weaving together the threads of

speculative fiction and esoteric philosophy in his profound literary works.

Born in 1977, Negarestani's roots in Iran imbue his writings with rich

cultural nuances, while his fertile imagination propels readers into realms

where theory and fiction coalesce. Often regarded as a pivotal figure in

speculative realism and contemporary horror, Negarestani challenges

conventional narratives by combining elements of geopolitics, dark

mythology, and the unknown forces of nature. His groundbreaking work,

"Cyclonopedia: Complicity with Anonymous Materials," defies genre

boundaries, inviting readers to embark on cerebral journeys that echo the

chaotic interplay between humanity and its terrestrial confines. Through his

visionary lens, Negarestani continues to capture the essence of a planet in

turmoil, provoked by unseen energies and cosmic conspiracies at the heart of

existence.
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Chapter 1 Summary: BACTERIAL ARCHEOLOGY
NETHER . SUB-SOIL AND XENO-CHEMICAL
INSIDERS

Summary of the Chapters:

Bacterial Archeology:

In the enigmatic world of Hyperstition, an underground think-tank exploring

bizarre topics from occultism to military strategies, a significant discovery

stirs debate—the controversial notes of Dr. Hamid Parsani, a former Tehran

University professor whose work on Mesopotamian archeology and

mathematics challenges conventional history. Parsani, dismissed for his

'insufficient scholarship,' was obsessed with the Middle East's mysterious

past, particularly the legend of the Haftvad dynasty and its mythical worm.

His academic exile was punctuated by mysterious activities and illegal

excavations, hinting at a deeper fascination with the ancient Persian artifact

known as the Cross of Akht—a device with ties to occult Zoroastrian magic

and secret knowledge.

Nether, Sub-Soil, and Xeno-Chemical Insiders:
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Parsani's notes and his conceptual explorations delve into the Cross of Akht,

believed to be a conduit for understanding the geopolitical intricacies of the

Middle East, where oil plays a central role. The Cross's symbolic and

mathematic complexity—aided by its occult origins—becomes a metaphor

for broader geopolitical dynamics, particularly the region's turbulent

relationship with global powers and its inner conflicts depicted as a

numerical struggle between Yajooj and Majooj (Gog and Magog).

Palaeopetrology:

Obsessed with the history and politics embedded in oil, Parsani's writings

further illustrate how this resource functions as a catalyst for power changes

and chaos in the Middle East. His controversial ideas link oil to subversive

geopolitics, suggesting it as a sentient entity driving historical narratives and

contemporary politics. His notion of "Bacterial Archeology" frames the

Earth’s resources as living histories, with oil acting as a geo-political lube

moving towards the apocalyptic narrative of monotheistic dominance and

capitalist greed.

From Cog'Magogaxisto Petropunkism:
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In a multidisciplinary discourse on strategy, oil, and warfare, Hyperstition

participants engage with Parsani’s work to understand the militarized and

economic weight of oil. They contextualize oil within a petropolitical

insurgency framework, describing it as an entity that corrupts traditional

political structures and enforces new global dynamics. The discussion

touches upon alternate histories and fictional futures, where oil becomes a

medium of global conspiracy involving Islamic extremism and technological

capitalism, symbolizing a clash between monotheistic zeal and Western

technocapitalism. This narrative extends to pipeline politics where oil

becomes a vehicle for Islamic tactics, thereby creating new paradigms in

global power equations.

In summary, the chapters explore the intersection of historical archeology,

the mystical allure of ancient Persian narrative, and contemporary

geopolitical upheaval through the lens of an otherworldly entity—oil,

unveiling the complexities and contradictions within global power struggles

and cultural narratives.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: understanding geopolitical dynamics through hidden

narratives

Critical Interpretation: Cyclonopedia's exploration of archeology and

oil can profoundly inspire you to consider how seemingly unrelated

elements, such as ancient myths and modern resources, intertwine to

shape our understanding of the world. Dr. Parsani's work, showcasing

the connection between historical artifacts like the Cross of Akht and

today's geopolitical struggles, encourages you to delve beneath the

surface of traditional narratives. It's a call to recognize how history,

culture, and resources are not isolated threads, but rather interwoven

fabrics that influence and drive global dynamics. By embracing this

perspective, you can see the world as an intricate web of stories and

symbols that guide and challenge your understanding of current global

issues. This insight can empower you to approach complex problems

with a nuanced understanding, considering hidden narratives and the

influence of seemingly disparate forces.
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Chapter 2 Summary: EXHUMATIONS
RELICS AND DIABOLIC PARTICLES

In 1929, a remarkable excavation occurred near the throne room of Assyrian

 King Sargon II in Khorsabad, unearthing fragments of a colossal relic

designed for warfare in the harsh desert environment of Mesopotamia. This

relic, identified as a Lamassu—a mythical winged bull or lion with a human

head—epitomized the Assyrian strategy of creating warmachines that were

both militarily powerful and shrouded in the occult. The Lamassu, part of

the Sargonian era's "Axis of Evil-against-Evil," symbolized the Assyrian

doctrine that war is an autonomous force that spawns warmachines only to

eventually devour them. This doctrine sought to merge military tactics with

strategy, creating self-sustaining, adaptable war entities capable of blending

into any environment, thus destabilizing both enemy forces and the state

itself. 

The Assyrians believed that war, rather than being a mere clash of tactics,

operated as an external, strategic force indifferent to the survival of any

particular warmachine. The Lamassu was both a guardian and an offensive

entity, its constant presence at palace gates a testament to the Assyrian

understanding of war as an insidious, ever-present element capable of

devouring the very war machines it birthed. The Assyrian civilization,

despite its advanced military strategies and the deployment of such

supernatural guardians, ultimately succumbed to its own doctrines; by
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relying on the autonomy of these warmachines, they inadvertently allowed

them to turn into double agents, eroding the state's foundations and leading

to its downfall by 612 BC.

The notion of war as an autonomous force is further explored through the

idea of "diabolical particles"—relics of past warmachines dispersed through

Mesopotamia as remnants of an endless, cyclical melee between military

entities and the strategic force of war itself. This military philosophy deeply

influenced later cultures and religions, including Zoroastrianism and Islam,

embedding the idea of war as a force beyond human control into doctrinal

narratives like Qiyamah, the Islamic apocalypse.

This doctrine highlights an enduring tension between structured

warmachines and the overarching, uncontainable chaos of war—a theme

mirrored in modern geopolitical strategies involving covert operations and

the manipulation of occult and conspiracy theories as means to extend state

power while subverting the political engagement of the masses.

On a grander scale, the culture of dust and desolation in the Middle

East—symbolized by the recurring theme of "dust to dust"—illustrates a

world persistently returning to its elemental origins. Told through the lens of

Middle Eastern narratives, dust becomes a metaphor for both decay and a

catalyst for new beginnings, a vehicle for insurgency and unpredictability

beneath the surface of historical and present-day events, constantly
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reshaping socio-political landscapes. These narratives ultimately position the

Middle East as a critical space where existential forces of change and

continuity collide, prompting reflections on both historical legacies and

future trajectories of civilizations shaped by war, belief, and the ever-shifting

sands of time.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Autonomous Nature of War

Critical Interpretation: Imagine the essence of war not as a mere

succession of battles or strategic moves but as an overriding, living

force that persists beyond the individual warriors and warmachines.

Through the lens of Assyrian history, this chapter reveals a captivating

perspective of war as an autonomous entity. These powerful Lamassu

relics, discovered in the ancient remnants of Khorsabad, embody this

ideology: creations crafted to outlast their makers, acting with a life

and will of their own. Just as in personal journeys, there comes a time

when we must recognize the forces we've set into motion in our

lives—our ambitions, insecurities, and dreams—often take on a life of

their own, influencing our paths in unimaginable ways. This

acknowledgment urges a balance between control and acceptance,

fostering growth while acknowledging the chaos that can reshape,

challenge, or even threaten to dismantle our foundations. Therefore,

let this lesson from the ruins of ancient empires inspire you to

embrace the ungovernable aspects of your journey, integrating them

into a narrative of adaptability, resilience, and renewal.
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Chapter 3 Summary: THE LEGION
WARMACHINES. PREDATORS AND PESTS

The text explores the intertwining themes of ancient demonology, Middle

 Eastern historical narratives, and modern geopolitical intrigues, filtered

through a lens that synthesizes mythology, warfare, and philosophical

musings on existence.

Pazuzu, the Desert Demon:

Pazuzu, a Sumero-Assyrian demon, embodies the power and unpredictability

of dust and plague in ancient Mesopotamian culture. The demon is portrayed

as an enforcer of disease, a figure both awe-inspiring and fearful,

orchestrating epidemics through the movement of dust and wind.

Symbolically, Pazuzu's unique morphology—including a tetra-winged body

and a sinister appearance—serves to reflect the societal fears and

environmental challenges faced by ancient Middle Eastern civilizations.

Pazuzu's association with plagues and his dual role as both protector and

threat create a complex narrative that highlights the intricate beliefs

surrounding disease and divine intervention in ancient societies.

The Concept of Taqiyya and The Thing:

Drawing parallels to John Carpenter's "The Thing," Parsani's analysis of
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Taqiyya in the Middle East presents it as a survival strategy and an

instrument of camouflage in warfare. Originally a Shia practice of

concealing belief to avoid persecution, Taqiyya is reconceptualized as a

sophisticated means of both personal survival and societal subversion

against inimical forces. By blending into their enemy's societal norms,

practitioners become indistinguishable from civilians, thereby turning

straightforward warfare into a complex game of infiltration and

psychological operations. This tactic compounds the challenges faced by

adversaries in discerning friend from foe, echoing the invasive and deceptive

qualities of "The Thing," where the boundaries of identity and allegiance

blur.

Colonel West and the Grasp of War-as-a-Machine:

Colonel West, a maverick military figure, embarks on a philosophical

exploration of war as an autonomous, self-propagating entity. He postulates

that the Middle Eastern landscape—characterized by its desolation and rich

history of conflict—demonstrates an intrinsic understanding of war not just

as a series of battles but as a living, breathing machine. War consumes and

creates warmachines to perpetuate its existence, much like the insatiable

loop of consumption depicted in Norse myths. West's narrative suggests a

world where the desires for oil and the inexorable drive towards conflict

intertwine, making oil both a catalyst for and an inseparable part of modern

warfare.
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Urbanized War and Strategic Insight:

West's theories on "urbanized war" advocate for transforming military tactics

to adapt to the complexities of urban battlefields. Unlike traditional open

warfare, urbanized war demands that cities be perceived as tactical arenas,

with each building, alley, and citizen potentially playing a role in conflict.

The doctrine emphasizes the importance of adapting military strategies to

the intricate urban terrain, where conventional distinctions between civilians

and combatants dissolve. The idea is to turn cities into arenas where the very

architecture becomes a tool of war, echoing the convoluted nature of guerilla

tactics and the Middle Eastern flair for insurgency-oriented strategies. 

Desert as the Theatre of War:

Both historical and contemporary narratives converge on the desert as a

central character, shaping the conduct and outcome of warfare. Deserts are

portrayed as ultimate spaces of purification and annihilation, where ideals

and identities collapse under the harsh realities of survival and warfare. In

this environment, entities like Wahhabism and jihad adapt monotheistic

principles into a form of militant purity that challenges all opposition by

adopting the very logic of the desolate landscape they inhabit. This thematic

thread captures how the desert's austere conditions influence not only

military strategies but also the philosophical and religious underpinnings of
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societies dwelling within its bounds.

The Codex of Yatu:

The enigmatic Codex, attributed to a figure named Jay, encapsulates a vision

of war and belief interlinked with the mystique and brutality of the desert.

The text articulates a fatalistic embrace of war as an inexorable path toward

divine communion, wherein the aggressive tactics and overkill strategies of

Western militaries inadvertently align with the ultimate goals of

jihad—expanding the desert metaphorically and physically to consume all in

its path. The Codex offers a critique of Western military interventions,

presenting them as unwitting participants in a grand, existential theater

orchestrated by ancient and relentless forces. 

In essence, these narratives weave together the elemental forces of

demonology, historical conflict, and contemporary military strategies to

propose a worldview where war is not merely a human enterprise but a vast,

self-sustaining mechanism perpetually reshaped by and reshaping its

participants.

Chapter Section Summary

Pazuzu, the
Desert Demon

Pazuzu, a demon from Mesopotamian mythology, embodies
disease and chaos, symbolizing societal fears of plagues. As a
figure of both protection and threat, it reflects the complexities of
ancient beliefs regarding diseases and divine intervention.
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Chapter Section Summary

The Concept of
Taqiyya and The
Thing

Taqiyya is analyzed as a survival tactic akin to the deceptive
horror of "The Thing." Practitioners of Taqiyya blend into society to
evade persecution, complicating warfare dynamics by blurring
lines between ally and enemy.

Colonel West and
the Grasp of
War-as-a-Machine

Colonel West views war as a self-sustaining entity, likening the
Middle East's relationship with conflict to a machine fueled by oil.
This perspective draws parallels between the relentless drive for
oil and continuous warfare.

Urbanized War
and Strategic
Insight

"Urbanized war" transforms cities into tactical zones, eroding
distinctions between combatants and civilians. It focuses on
strategic adaptation to urban landscapes, pushing military thinking
towards guerilla-style operations.

Desert as the
Theatre of War

The desert is depicted as a purifying force influencing warfare and
religious ideology. It is a place of collapse and transformation,
shaping militant philosophies and challenging traditional ideals.

The Codex of Yatu

The Codex portrays war as intertwined with religious zeal and
desert's brutal ethos. It critiques Western military interventions as
inadvertently contributing to a self-destructive, existential conflict
driven by ancient forces.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Complexity: The Concept of Taqiyya for

Strategic Adaptation

Critical Interpretation: Imagine finding yourself amid a complex and

chaotic environment, impossible to navigate using a single identity.

The concept of Taqiyya, from ancient Shia practices as described in

'Cyclonopedia', powerfully demonstrates the potential of fluidity in

belief and identity to negotiate the intricacies of survival and

resistance. In your own life, drawing from Taqiyya might inspire an

adaptive mindset—one that embraces multifaceted approaches rather

than rigidly adhering to a single perspective. This form of strategic

camouflage can empower you to move seamlessly through challenging

social or professional landscapes, enabling you to recognize

opportunities and mitigate threats by remaining perceptually agile,

ultimately fostering resilience amidst uncertainty.
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Chapter 4: TELLURIAN INSURGENCIES
XERODROME. SOLAR TEMPESTS AND
EARTH-SUN
AXIS

In "Tellurian Insurgencies," Hamid Parsani delves into an intricate

 exploration of the cosmic interactions between the Sun and Earth, revealing

an undercurrent of mysterious and turbulent ties within the Middle East. In

his essay "The Rise and Fall of the Solar Empire," Parsani posits a unique

hypothesis of "Tellurian Blasphemy," a complex configuration of the Earth's

body's demonic decoding, as a means to unravel the mysterious 'Assyrian

Syndrome.' This syndrome is a catastrophic melting point of ancient

civilizations such as Babylonia, Egypt, and Persia, resulting from an

insidious connection between the Sun and an enigmatic 'Tellurian Insider'

within Earth. Fascinated by the non-linear vocalization of Middle Eastern

languages, Parsani examines their historical portrayal as "Barbaric Music"

by Greeks and Romans. These ancient vocalizations, he claims, are key to

understanding the harmonious yet rebellious unification of the Middle East,

from religious and political dimensions to cosmic influences, through a

unique mix of earthly and celestial knowledge. This cosmic understanding

gives rise to "Sonic Holocausts" during solar tempests that disrupt Earth's

ionosphere and communication systems, depicting a chaotic auditory

battlefield known as "Solar Rattle."
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The conspiracy described spans the ionosphere and magnetosphere of the

Earth, an age-old conspiracy forming natural war machines capable of

capturing solar winds and transforming them into planetary sonic entities.

The Earth's molten core, Cthelll, is posited as a treacherous conspirator,

drastically influencing global magnetic fields. When solar storms arise, they

challenge terrestrial defense mechanisms like the magnetosphere, initiating

disturbances that threaten radio communications and align with Parsani's

strategic framework for an insurgent Earth. This narrative elaborates on the

hidden complexities and the secretive nature of the conversations between

the Earth and the Sun, suggesting a harmonious yet brutal battle of cosmic

forces.

Furthermore, Parsani links the numerical symbolism found within ancient

mythologies, using the concept of Moloch, an ancient deity receiving child

sacrifices in fiery rituals, as another portrayal of a cosmic connection. The

numerology surrounding sacred rituals and numerical configurations ties

into the concept of Hell as a burning axis stretching between Earth’s core

and the Sun. The narrative also transports to realms where mysticism

associates the Middle Eastern languages' peculiar vowelless alphabet

systems as powerful symbols for invoking and communicating with cosmic

entities, underscoring their profound, strategic insurgency against the Solar

Empire—a reimagined conflict of grand metaphysics.

In later works, Parsani marries these ideas with the notion of Hell as not
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exclusive to solar forces but as an internal affair of Earth itself—a massive

conspiracy where Hell brews within Ge Hinnom (Hell) the burning lake

within Earth's core, rather than the monopolistic ownership of the Sun.

Celebrating the power dynamics in Middle-Eastern languages and phonetic

systems, he suggests that the secrets of insurgency lie within the twisted

symbols of their writing—a calligraphy reflecting the serpentine and

insurgent twists of the Earth’s own rebellion.

In summary, "Tellurian Insurgencies" explores the cosmic interplay linking

the Sun’s dominion and the insurgent potential of Earth, revealing a complex

web of myth, language-infused conspiracy, and sonic warfare that challenges

our understanding of celestial influences within historical and modern

paradigms. The bold theoretical claims persistently encourage readers to

consider the artistic and poetic musings of a world where cosmic, linguistic,

and insurgent threads weave an infinite web reaching toward both Earthly

and celestial domains.
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Chapter 5 Summary: UNCHARTED
REGIONS:CATALYTICSPACES

The chapter "Decay" delves into Hamid Parsani's exploration of Middle

 Eastern socio-political phenomena through enigmatic concepts. Parsani,

recognized for his controversial works on Middle Eastern dynamics,

categorizes the region into three core enigmas: the degeneration which

avoids total destruction, geopolitics dictated by petroleum, and the paradox

of openness in socio-economic and religious fields. These enigmas, Parsani

posits, form the basis of a unique Middle Eastern life-form: Decay.

Parsani theorizes decay as a creative force not aligned with creationism but

as a perverse insurgency against established order. Later termed "undercover

softness," decay reflects a Middle Eastern approach to survival,

characterized by a paradoxical liveliness entwined with corruption. This

perspective aligns with Parsani's view of the Middle East as a living entity

resisting both complete vitality and death by embracing decay.

The chapter expands on the idea that decay undermines traditional power

structures, rendering socio-political formations unstable yet continuously

alive. Such decay disrupts the functional grounding needed for political

domination, leaving a chaotic yet vibrant chaos in its wake. Parsani argues

that this decay does not signify annihilation but rather a resistance to

finality, pushing entities toward indefinite survival.
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Further connecting decay to cultural sublimation, Parsani draws from

Zoroastrian mythology, referencing Ahriman—an embodiment of

destructive creation—as a symbol of counter-conventional creativity. By

highlighting Ahriman's self-mutilation to breed new forms, Parsani

illustrates a form of creation that subverts divine order, representing

rebellious ingenuity in Middle Eastern art and literary expressions.

The conceptualization of this decay as rife with socio-political ramifications

imagines art and insurgency as intertwined forces inspired by Ahriman's

mythology. Parsani aligns these forces with Middle Eastern artistry,

transforming perceived decay into a vehicle for creativity and subversion.

In summary, Parsani's writings transform decay from a symbol of ruin into

an active, creative force embedded in the Middle Eastern psyche, redefining

socio-political narratives against traditional notions of power and creation.

This decay, a testament to paradoxical endurance and subversion,

complicates the Western understanding of the region, suggesting an

ever-evolving landscape of creative insurgency and undying socio-political

dynamics.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Decay as a Creative Force

Critical Interpretation: Awaken in the paradoxical notion that decay is

not merely the harbinger of ruin or an end, but a vibrant cradle of

creativity and defiance against oppressive constructs. Imagine

embracing decay in your life — viewing life's inevitable detours and

setbacks not as barriers, but as pathways to new, unforeseen

opportunities for growth. 
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Chapter 6 Summary: POLYTICS
COMPLICITYANDSCHIZOTRATEGIES FOR
OPENNESSAND INSURGENCY

The chapters from the book explore complex ideas about openness, both in

 geopolitical and philosophical contexts, focusing on the concept of "radical

openness." This idea, pioneered by the character Hamid Parsani, posits that

true openness doesn't necessarily align with liberal values but instead

involves exposing and engaging with the chaotic and often harsh realities of

the world. Parsani's book, "Defacing the Ancient Persia," serves as a guide

to understanding openness in the context of Middle Eastern politics, ancient

civilizations, and the broader metaphysical ideas of how we relate to the

"Outside."

Parsani challenges conventional ideas around openness, critiquing liberal

societies for their inability to achieve true openness, which he believes is a

strategic, almost militant process that the Middle East has historically

engaged with. He suggests that true openness comes from engaging with

external forces beyond human control, likening it to interacting with the

Earth itself as an "inside-out subject" of our openness. This idea ties into his

discussions about the Middle Eastern approach to openness, which combines

historical, cultural, and geopolitical dynamics.

In examining the Middle East's strategic position, Parsani introduces the
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notion of "schizotrategy," a blend of paranoia and openness. This involves a

paradoxical strategy where extreme closure—such as monotheistic or ethnic

purity obsessions in Middle Eastern history—can lead to radical openness

and exposure to external chaos. This is compared to the works of H.P.

Lovecraft, whose cosmic horror reflects the terror of radical exteriority, with

human civilization inevitably vulnerable to unnameable external forces.

Lovecraft’s horror stories resonate with themes of xenophobia and fear of

dilution, echoing the historical Aryan obsession with racial purity that faced

subversion through the indigenous sorcerous traditions on the Iranian

plateau.

The concept of "The Z. Crowd" explores the infiltration and subversion of

Aryan purity by pre-Aryan populations regarded as adept sorcerers who

perceived life itself as external to survival—a radical exterior force to be

engaged with, not evaded. The Z. crowd embodies ancient peoples whose

belief systems infused and eventually reshaped Zoroastrian monotheism

from within, turning it into a vehicle for subversive practices aimed at

feeding the outside chaos.

Extending this to religious dynamics, Parsani notes how Islam, as the

culmination of monotheism, inadvertently becomes an incubator for diverse

subcultures and heresies, thus embodying a form of radical openness. It

spreads its influence by embracing this paradoxical strategy, using ideas of

finality and oppression, as seen in its strategic adoption of the victim role on
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the global stage, leading to an "emancipatory" conversion through

humanitarian concerns, rather than traditional religious conversion.

Ultimately, Parsani's explorations suggest a deep entwining of radical

openness with historical, strategic, cultural, and philosophical strands,

positioning openness as both a chaotic and creative force that disrupts

existing orders, inviting us to rethink our approaches to history, politics, and

existence itself. Through the notion of radical openness, Parsani critiques

both past and present strategies, calling for a reconsideration of how we

engage with the reality beyond human control, challenging accepted

paradigms of openness and closure, survival and extinction.
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