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About the book

In a poignant tale rooted in the shadows of history, **Dash** by Kirby

Larson vividly captures the heart-wrenching yet hopeful journey of Mitsi

Katsumoto, a young girl of Japanese American descent, during World War

II. At the tender age of eleven, Mitsi is forced to grapple with the unfairness

of being uprooted from her life in Seattle to an internment camp, leaving

behind the one constant source of comfort and companionship in her life –

her beloved dog, Dash. Through Mitsi's eyes, Larson masterfully weaves an

emotionally resonant narrative that oscillates between the harsh realities of

prejudice and the enduring power of hope. As Mitsi and Dash are separated,

their unbreakable bond illuminates the universal themes of loyalty,

resilience, and the unwavering spirit of young dreams when challenged by

adversity. This evocative story promises to resonate deeply, serving as a

timeless testament to courage and kindness against the backdrop of troubled

times. With every turn of the page, young readers are sure to find themselves

inspired by Mitsi's journey and the enduring love of her four-legged friend.
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About the author

Kirby Larson is an acclaimed American author renowned for her engaging

historical fiction for young readers. With a talent for weaving compelling

narratives from history’s lesser-told stories, she has carved a niche for

herself in children's literature. Born in Portland, Oregon, and residing in

Kenmore, Washington, Kirby’s passion for history and storytelling emerged

early in her career, often drawing from her family's own rich past. Her works

frequently explore themes of resilience, friendship, and courage, exemplified

in her award-winning book "Hattie Big Sky," which won a Newbery Honor.

Dedicated to creating immersive experiences that resonate across

generations, Kirby continues to pen enchanting stories that celebrate the

indomitable spirit and enrich the landscape of children's literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Slanty Eyes

In this chapter, we are introduced to Mitsi Kashino, a young girl who is

 grappling with the perplexing reality of returning to school after Christmas

vacation amidst a turbulent period in American history—World War II,

particularly the aftermath of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Mitsi is

Japanese-American, and the post-attack sentiment has placed her in a

challenging position of experiencing prejudice in her daily life.

At the start of the chapter, Mitsi packs her belongings, including a newly

gifted sketch pad and a box of chalk pastels, feeling hopeful about showing

her friends, Mags and Judy, her new drawings. Her faithful dog, Dash,

senses her unease as she prepares for school, a signal of the emotional

comfort he provides amidst external tensions.

Arriving at the meet-up bench to find that her friends aren't there, Mitsi

heads to school, witnessing hints of a community atmosphere altered by

wartime fears. Her teacher, Miss Wyatt, attempts to convey a message of

unity amidst the chaos, but tension is reflected even in simple interactions,

such as receiving a pencil handed begrudgingly by Patty, a classmate.

Mitsi’s feelings of alienation deepen during recess when she finds Patty

occupying her usual spot among her friends, Mags and Judy. Her friends'

passive responses to Patty's overt unkindness, emphasizing a growing
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distance between them, further isolate Mitsi. The aftermath of Pearl Harbor

looms over them, affecting their friendships as they navigate a shifting social

landscape. Mitsi’s memories flash back to the day her life changed—the

radio broadcast announcing the attack and the resulting local actions against

Japanese-Americans in her neighborhood, including FBI raids and

vandalism.

Lunchtime finds Mitsi sidelined by Patty once more, forcing her to lunch

with other Japanese-American kids, magnifying her feelings of separation.

Attempting to bridge old connections, she finds it heart-wrenching that her

closeness with Mags and Judy seems to dissipate.

After school, Mitsi experiences direct bullying from older boys who taunt

her with racial slurs and destroy her belongings. An unexpected ally, Mrs.

Bowker, intervenes, scolding the boys with her broom and helping Mitsi

collect her possessions, demonstrating the rare kindness in a sea of distrust.

Mrs. Bowker’s actions lend a moment of relief to Mitsi’s distress,

highlighting that not all members of the community share the prejudiced

views.

The chapter closes with Mitsi reflecting on the wreckage of her paper and

art, while contemplating, with lingering sorrow, the more profound

disruptions in her friendships and identity. The chapter poignantly captures

Mitsi's struggle as she navigates a world where her heritage suddenly feels
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like a defining barrier, showcasing the broader impact of societal prejudices

on personal relationships during wartime.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Finding strength in unexpected kindness

Critical Interpretation: In a time when prejudice and fear dominate

your world, it's easy to feel isolated and defeated. Yet, the momentary

kindness of Mrs. Bowker demonstrates that even in despair,

unexpected allies can offer you comfort and strength. Her simple

gesture of standing up against the bullies, using nothing more than her

broom and her voice, underscores the power of empathy and support.

It inspires you to seek out and cherish those moments of human

connection, teaching you that the warmth of kindness can illuminate

your path, even when everything else seems lost. In realizing that not

everyone shares the discriminatory views surrounding you, you find

hope and resilience to face the challenges ahead.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Friends and Foes

In the midst of World War II, Mitsi and her grandmother, Obaachan,

 navigate the challenges of living in America as Japanese immigrants. Mitsi's

brother, Ted, is busy with his paper route, while their father is at work, and

their mother is bedridden with a cold. Mitsi is entrusted with the task of

accompanying her grandmother to register as an alien, a requirement for

anyone from Germany, Italy, or Japan at the time. The journey on the city

bus is unsettling for Mitsi as she notices a growing number of discriminatory

signs, including one declaring, "WE DON'T SERVE JAPS."

The alien registration, a consequence of heightened suspicion following the

attack on Pearl Harbor, is another unsettling hurdle. Mitsi recalls the FBI's

raid on their neighbor, Mr. Iseri, who was wrongfully accused of espionage

due to his recent trip to Japan. The fear of arrest looms over Mitsi's family,

especially her father who frequently attends church meetings. Mitsi is also

deeply aware of her grandmother's vulnerable status since Obaachan was

born in Japan, despite her longtime residence in Seattle.

At the registration office, Obaachan impresses upon Mitsi the profound

indignity of the alien registration process. Mitsi is keenly aware of the

humiliation as Obaachan is fingerprinted like a criminal, a green card

serving as a stark symbol of her outsider status. Despite the oppressive

experience, Obaachan suggests they share a moment of respite by going for
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ice cream at Woolworth's.

At the Woolworth's, Mitsi encounters Patty Tibbets and her mother.

Although Mrs. Tibbets is polite, Patty snickers at Obaachan's English,

leaving Mitsi feeling a deep sense of shame. The encounter serves as a

painful reminder of how Mitsi's world has shifted since the war began, and

she can't help but feel disconnected from former friends like Judy and Mags.

As Mitsi grapples with her conflicting emotions, she finds solace in her dog,

Dash, and in reminiscing about happier times with her friends. Her brother

Ted, makes a brief visit with magic tricks, which unintentionally reminds

Mitsi of the subtle ways in which perceptions can be deceiving. Ted's trick

sparks a realization in Mitsi that her friendship might still be salvageable.

With Valentine's Day approaching, Mitsi decides to take matters into her

own hands by taking the first step toward mending her friendships with Judy

and Mags. She resolves to behave as if everything is normal, hoping for a

return to the camaraderie they once shared. As a result, she imagines a future

where Patty will have to find a new place to sit at lunchtime, signifying

Mitsi’s determination to reclaim her relationships and her dignity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience and Determination

Critical Interpretation: In the face of adversity and discrimination,

Mitsi's determination to mend her friendships and embrace normality

amidst chaos can inspire us all to persist through our own challenges.

Despite the humiliation her family endures and the subtle

disappointments in her social circle, Mitsi's resolve to take positive

action reminds us that even in the darkest times, the power to change

and improve our circumstances lies within us. By focusing on acts of

kindness and resilience, she demonstrates that maintaining human

connections and dignity can transcend societal barriers and prejudices.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Hearts and Flowers

In the backdrop of World War II, tensions are high, and confusion between

 various Asian ethnicities in the United States leads to unfortunate

circumstances for the Japanese community. Mitsi, a young

Japanese-American girl, notices a troubling trend in her neighborhood in

Seattle—businesses, including Cheeky's café known for its shrimp and rice

dish, are losing customers due to widespread racial prejudices. Some

businesses have resorted to placing signs in their windows to identify

themselves as Chinese, distancing from Japanese identity due to rising

hostility.

Amidst these challenging circumstances, Mitsi prepares for Valentine's Day

at school, filled with anticipation to share traditionally crafted valentine

cards with her friends Mags and Judy—an annual tradition since their early

childhood. However, the day at school does not unfold as Mitsi hopes.

During the exchange of valentines in class, the jest and chatter among

classmates reveal the brewing undercurrents of change. Despite Miss Wyatt's

effort to maintain normalcy with regular classes and a surprise pop quiz,

Mitsi is preoccupied with the excitement of Valentine’s Day. Yet, her joy is

short-lived when she realizes that her cherished friendships with Mags and

Judy have unexpectedly shifted; she receives no valentines from them.

In the cloakroom, Mitsi grapples with her friends' apparent abandonment.
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Her peek-a-boo card, a relic of their childhood bonding, is dismissed by

Patty, a classmate, as 'babyish.' Mitsi’s longing for normalcy and the

memories of she, Mags, and Judy as inseparable friends make the rejection

sting even harder. Later, as Mitsi ventures home, battling the Seattle rain and

her own despondency, she encounters her neighbor, Mrs. Bowker. This

interaction serves as a poignant reminder of hope and resilience—the

essence of surviving Seattle's long, bleak winters, both literal and

metaphorical.

Inspired by Mrs. Bowker's gardening dreams and how she hopes the barren

winter soil will soon yield vibrant blooms, Mitsi resolves to uplift both their

spirits. She decides to create a vibrant drawing of a garden filled with

colorful crocuses, daffodils, and tulips—flowers Mrs. Bowker plans to plant.

Along with her mother’s warm offering of homemade bread, Mitsi presents

the drawing to Mrs. Bowker, bringing unexpected warmth and joy into her

neighbor’s life.

The visit to Mrs. Bowker's home fills Mitsi with a sense of belonging and

appreciation. Surprised by the praise for her artwork, she discovers a

newfound sense of purpose and connection through her creativity. Their

shared moment over Ovaltine and homemade bread corroborates the notion

that in times of adversity, empathy, creativity, and simple gestures of

kindness can bridge the gaps left by misunderstanding and fear. Mitsi's art

becomes a beacon of hope—a reminder that even in the face of exclusion

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and loneliness, one can derive warmth and joy from the act of giving.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Empathy and creativity can bridge gaps

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 3, Mitsi learns a valuable lesson

about the power of empathy and creativity to connect with others and

bring light into their lives. Despite feeling abandoned by her friends,

Mitsi finds solace in her interaction with Mrs. Bowker, which inspires

her to channel her creativity into a thoughtful gesture. By drawing a

vibrant picture of the garden Mrs. Bowker dreams of planting, Mitsi

not only lifts her neighbor's spirits but also discovers her own sense of

belonging and purpose. This key point from the chapter is a

compelling reminder that even in difficult times, displaying empathy

and using one's creativity to perform small acts of kindness can bridge

the gaps of misunderstanding, foster meaningful connections, and

create moments of joy, not only for others but for ourselves as well.
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Chapter 4: Bad News on the Telephone Pole

In this emotionally charged chapter, Mitsi, a young girl with a passion for

 art, attempts to connect with her friends through creativity by making

personalized autograph books. However, her efforts are overshadowed by

painful discoveries. At school, Mitsi stumbles upon a stack of humiliating,

racist notes targeting her Japanese heritage, hidden among her friend's

school materials. She initially suspects Patty, a more overtly antagonistic

classmate, but is shocked to consider Mags, a friend, as a potential culprit.

Her distress is compounded by the recent dismissal of several Japanese men,

including her father, from their jobs due to the escalating tensions of World

War II.

The chapter further delves into Mitsi's internal struggle with the choice to

retaliate. Though she pens a vengeful note for Mags, reminiscent of the cruel

ones she received, Mitsi's inherent kindness prevails, and she discards it,

unwilling to respond with malice. Mitsi's emotional turmoil continues as she

grapples with the concept of change within her relationships, especially how

Mags could shift from a friend to a source of hurt. Her reflections are

interrupted by a reassuring interaction with Mrs. Bowker, an elderly

neighbor who reveals her own experience of witnessing racial injustice

during the Great War. This conversation becomes a lesson in empathy and

the importance of using one's voice against cruelty.
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Mitsi's return home brings more challenges. She finds solace in her pet,

Dash, and tags along with her brother Ted on his paper route, attempting to

distract herself from the heavy atmosphere at home, filled with her mother's

whispered, anxious conversations. Their outing takes a poignant turn at

Logan’s Drugstore where Mitsi encounters soldiers posting orders for the

evacuation of all persons of Japanese ancestry. The government's mandate

shakes Mitsi and Ted, leaving them confronting the stark reality of their

situation—forced relocation due to their ethnicity.

Flooded with fear and confusion, Mitsi and Ted hastily return home, aware

that their world is on the brink of upheaval. Mitsi's journey in this chapter

poignantly captures the complexities of friendship, the impact of prejudice,

and the daunting prospect of displacement, all viewed through the lens of a

child's innocence and insight.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Dear General DeWitt

In these chapters, we witness the turmoil and heartache experienced by Mitsi

 and her family as they prepare for an uncertain future. They have just one

week to pack up their lives, following orders for internment during World

War II, when many Japanese Americans were forced into relocation camps.

Mitsi's mother, Junko, is overwhelmed by the daunting task of packing,

while her father, Pop, tries to comfort her even though he doesn't know how

long their displacement will last.

Mitsi, a young girl, faces the challenge of sorting through her belongings to

decide what to take, give away, or sell. It's an emotionally charged task, as

these items represent memories of her life and friendships, particularly with

Mags and Judy, her best friends who have now distanced themselves. Mitsi

struggles with these changes, trying to hold onto parts of her childhood that

are slipping away.

A poignant struggle arises when Mitsi realizes she cannot bring her beloved

dog, Dash, with them. General DeWitt, the man in charge of the evacuation,

has enforced a rule forbidding pets. This is devastating for Mitsi, who

considers Dash a family member. The scene is a heartbreaking reminder of

the personal sacrifices many families were forced to make during this era.

Mitsi’s experiences at school reflect the broader societal challenges she
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faces. Her class is asked to write letters expressing their feelings about the

separation from friends who will be relocated, and Mitsi, grappling with this

farewell, decides to write to General DeWitt. In her letter, she passionately

appeals for Dash's inclusion, hoping to sway the general's heart with her

sincerity and heart-wrenching plea. Her devotion to Dash symbolizes her

struggle for agency and the resistance of her personal identity against the

tides of historical injustice.

Through Mitsi's story, the chapters highlight themes of loss, resilience, and

the unyielding bond of family. They offer a child's perspective on the impact

of war, discrimination, and the inherent desire to fight for what we love.

Despite the challenges, Mitsi learns to navigate her new reality with courage,

underscoring her journey of growth in a world turned upside down.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Persistence in adversity

Critical Interpretation: We're often faced with challenges that seem

insurmountable, much like Mitsi when she struggles with the

emotional upheaval of leaving home and the heartbreak of potentially

being separated from her beloved dog, Dash. Mitsi’s courageous act of

writing a letter to General DeWitt embodies how persistence and

heartfelt advocacy can be a powerful force against daunting

circumstances. Her determination to hold onto what is dear to her,

despite the overwhelming authority that dictates otherwise, can inspire

us to advocate passionately for what truly matters in our own lives. It

teaches you that even amidst adversity, you have the power to voice

your desires and fight for the connections that define your identity,

history, and future.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Stay, Dash, Stay

In this poignant chapter, Mitsi, a young Japanese-American girl, experiences

 the painful onset of World War II’s internment order. As Mitsi steps into her

classroom, it becomes painfully evident that her classmates are aware of the

imminent separations she and her friends, Grace and Kenji, will face. Their

impending relocation to internment camps hangs over them like a specter,

leaving Mitsi feeling isolated despite being surrounded by peers.

In an attempt to create normalcy, their teacher, Miss Wyatt, reads from

"Little House in the Big Woods," a nostalgic story Mitsi had read before

about the pioneer sisters Laura and Mary. However, the classroom's familiar

comfort can't mask Mitsi's fear of loneliness in the camps, where she will be

separated from her beloved pet dog, Dash.

At recess, Grace, who is often bossy and disinterested in books, invites Mitsi

to play jacks, but Mitsi's heart isn't in it. Grace's cheerful mention of a

church camp contrasts sharply with the uncertain future Mitsi faces—one

that evokes more anxiety than summer fun.

The tension rises at home when a letter from General John L. DeWitt

arrives, coldly denying Mitsi's impassioned request to bring Dash to the

internment camp. Mitsi's heartbreak is raw and uncontainable as she realizes

she must leave Dash behind, deepening her feelings of loss and helplessness.
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Her parents, equally distressed, desperately search for a temporary home for

Dash, but the prospects are grim.

Amidst her despair, a glimmer of hope appears through Mrs. Bowker, a kind

neighbor with whom Mitsi pleads Dash's case. Despite the awkwardness of

the request, Mrs. Bowker agrees with warmth and generosity, promising to

take care of Dash and even suggesting Mitsi can work in her garden to cover

any expenses.

That night, Mitsi prepares Dash for his temporary new home, loading his

belongings and pushing a heavy heart. Mrs. Bowker graciously offers the

same comforts Mitsi provided for Dash, even allowing him to sleep in her

room. As Mitsi hugs Dash one last time, they take a photo, capturing a

moment filled with love, loss, and hope.

Throughout the chapter, Mitsi grapples with the unfairness of her reality, the

pain of saying goodbye to her best friend, and the resilience of finding

solutions despite adversity. Mrs. Bowker’s kindness not only ensures Dash's

safety but also reassures Mitsi that amidst the hardship, compassion and

friendship endure.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience and finding hope in adversity

Critical Interpretation: The way Mitsi confronts the immense

challenge of being separated from her beloved dog, Dash, during such

an unsettling time serves as a powerful reminder of your own capacity

for resilience. Faced with the unfairness of forced internment and the

heartache of leaving Dash, Mitsi doesn't give in to despair. Instead,

she actively seeks solutions, reaching out to Mrs. Bowker, who shows

a surprising well of compassion by opening her heart and home to

Dash. This act of kindness highlights how important it is for you to

find and build connections during trying times. Amidst the chaos and

uncertainty, Mitsi teaches you that resilience isn't simply about

enduring adversity; it's also about recognizing and nurturing the

glimmers of hope and kindness that exist around you. Through her

determination, you learn the value of taking initiative and accepting

help from others, transforming seemingly dire situations into pathways

for growth and hope.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Camp Harmony

In this poignant chapter, we follow Mitsi and her family on a journey that

 encapsulates the heartache and resilience experienced by Japanese

American families during World War II as they are uprooted from their

homes. The story opens with Mitsi feeling a profound emptiness in her life

as her once vibrant room is now barren, echoing like a gymnasium or a

cemetery. Bereft of furniture and comfort, she seeks solace with her family,

highlighting the strength they find in each other’s presence.

In the early morning, the family’s routine is disrupted in these dark,

uncertain times. Pop engages in a simple act of toasting bread, an act that

underscores the looming scarcity as they prepare to leave their home. A

subtle tension exists in these final rituals: Mom meticulously packs the last

of the dishes while leaving behind the percolator, as their belongings are

reduced to essentials that fit in suitcases.

As the departure time approaches, Mitsi grapples with her feelings,

symbolized by a numbered tag pinned on her coat, reducing their identity to

mere digits as part of the broader governmental effort to intern Japanese

Americans during the war. Mr. Adams, who embodies the conflicted

conscience of some Americans, offers them a ride to the assembly point,

highlighting the community support amid societal betrayal.
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Their journey to the assembly point is laden with nostalgia as Mitsi recalls

fond memories associated with each step and familiar landmark, especially

their car which Mr. Adams now drives. Her memories are juxtaposed against

the stark reality of their forced departure. As they arrive at the assembly

point, farewells become tangible with neighbors expressing sorrow and

solidarity, stirring Mitsi’s emotions.

During their wait, the family experiences the disconcerting sight of soldiers

and military trucks, climaxing in Mitsi’s encounter with an overwhelming

crowd, full of families who are similarly displaced. Here, a defining moment

unfolds when Mitsi receives a thoughtful art set from Miss Wyatt, her

teacher, demonstrating support and hope amid uncertainty.

Boarding a military truck to their new destination—a euphemistically named

Camp Harmony—they endure a long, uneasy ride filled with tension and

anticipation. Mitsi’s dreams of playing fetch with Dash, their dog, sharply

contrast with the dreary, anonymous expanse unfolding before them as they

wake up to an internment camp set on familiar fairgrounds—humanizing the

physical and emotional transition from freedom to confinement.

Navigating through a chaotic process upon their arrival, the family is

directed to their assigned barrack. Despite attempts at normalcy with

introductions to neighbors like Mrs. Tokuda, Mitsi observes how their new

‘home’ strips away all comforts, leaving behind a stark, empty shell. Their
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living space is cramped and bare, signifying the loss of personal freedom

and dignity.

The chapter closes on a melancholic note as Mitsi battles her urge to cry,

echoing the profound sadness enveloping the new community. Despite this,

her brother Ted strives to inject some levity with a simple magic trick,

symbolizing resilience and the hope of reclaiming joy in the bleakest of

circumstances. The phrase “It cannot be helped,” reins in the reality of their

situation, marking the chapter as a powerful depiction of loss and the

enduring strength of family during one of America’s darkest chapters in

history.

Summary
Element Description

Setting
Mitsi and her family are facing the upheaval of World War II, which
forces Japanese American families to leave their homes and relocate to
internment camps.

Plot
Development

The chapter details Mitsi’s emotional experience as she observes her
empty room, family routines disrupted, and essential belongings packed
as they prepare to leave.

Symbolism The numbered tag on Mitsi’s coat symbolizes the reduction of personal
identity during internment.

Community
Aspects

Mr. Adams offers them a ride, reflecting mixed societal support.
Neighbors express sorrow, signaling community solidarity.

Conflict Mitsi struggles with leaving home, the past clashing with her current
reality.
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Summary
Element Description

Emotional
Climax

Mitsi encounters the displacement reality facing many families. Miss
Wyatt's gesture of giving art supplies provides a moment of support and
hope.

Final Scene
The family’s ride to Camp Harmony marks the transition from freedom
to internment. The barrack life is a symbol of loss of freedom, yet Ted’s
magic trick reflects resilience.

Conclusion The close highlights resilience through familial support despite the
sorrow and loss experienced.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you witness Mitsi and her

family's resilience as they confront one of life’s harshest

realities—being uprooted from everything familiar. Despite the

overwhelming sadness and fear accompanying this involuntary

journey, they embody strength and determination through their

commitment to each other. This narrative vividly illustrates how, even

during the darkest moments, you can find solace and courage in unity

and shared hope. Their story inspires you to embrace resilience,

reminding you that even when life's circumstances feel beyond your

control, the bonds of family and community can offer profound

strength and inspiration. As you reflect on their journey, you're

encouraged to tap into your inner fortitude to overcome personal

adversities, knowing that resilience is not just about enduring but also

about persevering with a hopeful heart.
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Chapter 8: Freeze Tag

In the narrative, Mitsi finds herself grappling with unexpected challenges at

 Camp Harmony, an internment camp for Japanese Americans during World

War II. Beyond the camp's physical discomforts—with its intrusive lack of

privacy in the bathrooms and its monotonous meals that often include

Vienna sausages—Mitsi feels the emotional strain of being separated from

her beloved dog, Dash, and the disruption of her family dynamics.

Used to a structured family dinner routine at home, Mitsi is unsettled by her

family members dispersing in the camp's mess hall. She worries that they are

drifting apart, much like the dandelion puffs blown by the wind. Her brother,

Ted, is making new friends and adopting a nickname, "Magic," while Mitsi

struggles to adapt, finding refuge in packing her belongings for an unlikely

immediate departure.

As food poisoning from the Vienna sausages strikes others, Mitsi delights in

her family's temporary reconnection at meal times, but this reprieve is

short-lived. The camp returns to its usual bustle, Ted resumes his

socializing, and Mitsi, frustrated with her family's new normal, sabotages

her artwork—her coping mechanism.

Despite her parents' encouragement to engage with other children or

activities, Mitsi's mind is set on returning home, and she is isolated in her
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rebellion. She witnesses Ted’s questionable interactions—like earning

money from visitors to relay messages—and feels distant from her own

childhood innocence. 

The story's tension heightens when Mitsi covertly observes Ted's friend,

Lefty, stealing at the shower house. While Mitsi keeps this secret, her

internal conflict and disconnection from her parents persist, underscoring her

yearning to escape Camp Harmony and the discord it has sown within her

once close-knit family. Through Mitsi's eyes, readers experience the painful

adjustments forced upon Japanese American internees and the complex

layers of loyalty, identity, and adolescence unfolding amidst wartime

injustice.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Love, Mitsi

In this chapter, Mitsi and her family are navigating life at an internment

 camp during World War II, highlighting the challenges and emotional

struggles they face. The story is set in a mess hall where Mitsi, her parents,

siblings Davy and Donna, and Mrs. Tokuda, a fellow internee, gather for a

meal. The poor quality of the food is a point of humor and frustration,

particularly when Vienna sausages are mentioned, but the family's spirit

shines through as they attempt to find comfort and laughter in small things,

like Ted's magic tricks.

During the meal, Mrs. Tokuda reveals a locket with a photo of her husband,

who has been relocated to Fort Missoula, showing the emotional toll of

families being separated. Mitsi and her family empathize with her, drawing

comfort from knowing they're not alone in their hardship. Mitsi's thoughts

drift to her dog, Dash, whom she imagines keeping close with a locket of her

own.

After dinner, Mitsi's brother Ted is eager to associate with his new friends,

including a boy named Lefty. Mitsi is wary of Lefty's influence, as she

witnesses his bullying behavior and wonders why Ted, once a reliable big

brother, has taken to hanging out with him. Despite her observations, Mitsi

joins Ted to check the mail, a tangible connection to their life outside the

camp. She is thrilled to receive a letter from Dash, penned by their neighbor
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Mrs. Bowker, who cares for him back home.

The letter, humorously written from Dash’s perspective, provides Mitsi with

solace and a connection to the outside world. However, an altercation with

Lefty ensues when he attempts to take the letter, illustrating the social

challenges Mitsi faces amidst having to acclimate to this new environment.

Once back at her barrack, Mitsi reflects on life at Camp Harmony and

decides to write back to Dash. She uses her letter to share snippets of camp

life, carefully choosing her words to paint an honest, yet gentle picture of her

experience. Mitsi refrains from sharing too much negativity, as she does not

want to worry her friends. In her letter, she expresses her longing for

normalcy, her dislike for the camp conditions, and her joy at hearing from

Dash. Her writing becomes an emotional outlet, allowing her to maintain a

semblance of friendship and routine despite the chaos around her.

Through these exchanges, the chapter poignantly conveys Mitsi's resilience

and the importance of holding on to connections with loved ones during

times of uncertainty and upheaval.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience through Connection

Critical Interpretation: Imagine facing challenges that uproot your

entire life, yet finding ways to sustain hope and sanity. In the midst of

chaos, Mitsi holds onto her connection with loved ones, especially her

dog Dash, to anchor her spirit. You too can channel this fortitude by

nurturing relationships that remind you of the person you are beyond

the storm. Just as Mitsi finds solace in writing letters to Dash, use

communication to strengthen those bonds, becoming both a lifeline for

yourself and a beacon for others. Within these exchanges, let stories

and shared experiences remind you of the love and life that persist

despite difficulties.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Muddy Buddies

In this chapter, we follow twelve-year-old Mitsi and her brother Ted as they

 navigate life during their family's internment at Camp Harmony during

World War II. With Mitsi's mother still seeing her as a child, Mitsi

reluctantly allows Ted to accompany her to the post office to mail a letter.

Ted, who is a teasing yet caring brother, uses the outing as a social

opportunity, interacting with other kids and neighbors despite Mitsi's

occasional embarrassment.

The day is filled with small but significant encounters: Ted apologizes to a

group of boys by giving them his marbles, they meet Mr. Hirai, an elderly

neighbor known for his humor and questionable dentures, and Mitsi musters

the courage to face a post office clerk who knows her family. A highlight of

the visit is when Mitsi receives a cherished letter and photograph of her

beloved dog, Dash, from Mrs. Bowker, the kind neighbor taking care of him

in her absence. The photo sparks conversations and connections with various

camp residents as Mitsi makes her way home with Ted. 

Mitsi's day continues with interactions that bring her closer to the camp's

community. She meets Eddie Sato, an aspiring artist, who sketches life in the

camp, and is encouraged by his attitude of resilience. Mitsi also befriends

Debbie, a lively and kind girl her age, who shares Mitsi's love for books and

expresses interest in Dash. Debbie reveals the camp's harsh realities through
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small anecdotes such as needing glasses sent from outside. They bond over

games and the shared experience of making the best out of their situation.

Mitsi's interactions throughout the chapter illustrate her growth from a shy

girl hesitant to face new challenges to one who finds camaraderie and hope

despite the grim environment. The chapter closes with Mitsi reflecting

during dinner with her family on how Dash, even from far away, has helped

her find friendship and solidarity within the camp. Her anticipation for

tomorrow and the simple joy of Dash’s letters convey her enduring hope and

resourcefulness.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Three Dollars and Ninety-Five
Cents

Mitsi was in a rush, eager to get out the door and head toward an uncertain

 opportunity for work near the camp fence. Though she told her parents she

planned to meet her new friend Debbie, the real reason for her hurry was the

chance to earn some money by delivering messages, a common practice for

kids at the camp. Mitsi navigated through muddy walkways, hoping to

secure quick jobs and added some coins to her collection.

At the fence, she joined a throng of children hoping to get the attention of

visitors on the other side. Mitsi soon found herself relaying messages for

grateful visitors, earning small tips. Despite the muddy conditions, which

made her shoes heavy with muck, Mitsi accumulated forty-five cents by the

end of her morning—far from the sum needed for the silver locket she

wanted, priced at three dollars and ninety-five cents.

During lunch, Mitsi joined her parents and listened in on a conversation with

Mrs. Iseri about camp hardships and practical imports like a new mattress.

Mitsi's mother had a pragmatic stance on chores within the family, insisting

everyone chip in without monetary rewards. However, Mrs. Iseri required

some help carrying laundry, a task Mitsi gladly volunteered for, albeit

without payment. 
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Later that night, the rain picked up, turning the camp into a mire of

chocolate sludge. As Mitsi lay awake, she noticed her brother Ted sneaking

in after curfew, emitting the stale scent of cigarette smoke. She suspected his

clandestine activities related to Lefty, a local troublemaker. Despite her

curiosity, Mitsi hoped for the best in her brother's choices.

The next day, Mitsi struggled through the mud to deliver a message,

questioning whether to pocket the tip without following through, a shortcut

Lefty often took. As she wrestled with her dilemma, Mr. Hirai, a wise but

eccentric elder, appeared. He offered her a practical solution in the form of

geta sandals—wooden footwear suited for muddy conditions. Mitsi

graciously accepted, realizing the sandals would benefit her greatly. As she

clomped along in her new footwear, she appreciated Mr. Hirai's kindness

and wisdom.

After a profitable afternoon, Mitsi returned to camp to find Debbie, who had

just returned from her trip. Debbie admired Mitsi's getas, recalling she once

had a similar pair. Mitsi invited Debbie to a screening of "Pinocchio" that

evening. As Mitsi continued to accumulate earnings towards her cherished

locket, she savored a sliver of normalcy and friendship within the camp's

confines. The perseverance she showed despite adversity was influenced not

just by dreams of a locket, but the subtle lessons learned from those around

her, like Mr. Hirai and her parents.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace kindness and wisdom amidst adversity.

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of the struggle and mud at the

camp, Mitsi enlists the help of a wise, elderly leader, Mr. Hirai, who

gifted her geta sandals, a clever, traditional solution that made

navigating the muddy pathways far easier. His act of kindness offers a

powerful reminder that resilience and perseverance are often nurtured

by the wisdom and goodwill of those around us. Embracing such

kindness allows you to continue forward, even when circumstances

seem insurmountable. Let this heartfelt lesson inspire you to seek

guidance when faced with your own challenges and accept the wisdom

others wish to share. Through such interactions, the obstacles may

remain, but navigating them becomes a shared journey—a journey

made brighter by the kindness and experience of others.
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Chapter 12: Camp Birthday

The chapter unfolds on Mitsi's twelfth birthday, capturing a tender moment

 as her family celebrates in their makeshift home at Camp Harmony, a

setting where they are interned during World War II. Mitsi awakens to her

younger brother Ted's humorous antics, immediately setting a playful and

affectionate tone between the siblings. Her parents, Mom and Pop, join in,

demonstrating their close-knit family dynamic despite their challenging

circumstances.

To mark Mitsi's birthday, her father presents her with a handcrafted treasure

box made from leftover wood scraps, a symbol of creativity and

resourcefulness amid scarcity. This gift, albeit simple, reflects the love and

effort of her family, as they worked together to create something special for

her. Mitsi cherishes the box, not for its absence of material value but for its

sentimental worth, and she decides to store letters from Dash, her beloved

pet dog now living elsewhere, in it.

The narrative contrasts past birthday traditions with the present situation. In

their previous life, a birthday breakfast was an occasion for family

camaraderie, with homemade waffles and growth measurements etched on

the kitchen door frame. At the camp, however, breakfast consists of waiting

in line for porridge and a birthday wish for her family to sit together.
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Debbie, Mitsi's friend, brings lightness with a small gift of penny candy,

offering a reminder of youthful joy. This exchange subtly juxtaposes

childhood innocence against their constrained environment. The birthday

breakfast gives way to a playful chase around the camp, with Ted and his

friends in pursuit, culminating in a spirited adventure as Mitsi and Debbie

sneak into Area D, a place they are typically restricted from accessing.

Debbie, with her bravado, tricks the soldiers at the gate, showcasing her

daring nature and spurring a lighthearted wager with the boys.

Once inside Area D, the girls' adventurous spirits temper as they witness the

conditions of others interned in horse stalls, prompting a somber reflection

on their own lives. This moment underscores the gravity of their

circumstances, highlighting the layers of hardship beyond their immediate

experience. Mitsi's earlier whimsical wishes momentarily clash with the

stark reality, fostering a deeper awareness of their collective plight.

Later, at the post office, the girls collect mail, including a card from Dash,

enriching Mitsi's connection to her past life with a touchstone of hope amid

uncertainty. Debbie receives a mysterious official-looking letter, which

seems to cast a shadow over her usual vivacity and prompts a quiet

introspection as they part ways. Mitsi, perceiving Debbie's uncharacteristic

silence, ponders its cause but decides not to press the issue, perhaps

respecting an unspoken need for privacy.
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The chapter concludes with an impromptu birthday celebration, centered

around store-bought cinnamon rolls, organized by Mitsi's mother—a

testament to her determination to maintain family traditions despite

constraints. Her brother Ted surprises her with an Archie comic book,

revealing a selfless gesture that likely cost him personally. As Mitsi blows

out the candles, she clings to her birthday wish with hope, embracing the

sweetness of the moment, though mindful of the realities they all face.

Overall, the chapter masterfully balances humor, warmth, and poignancy,

weaving together the themes of family, resilience, and the bittersweet nature

of growing up in an environment shaped by historical conflict and scarcity.

Mitsi's interactions with her family and friends reflect the enduring strength

of familial bonds and the small acts of kindness that serve as anchors in

turbulent times.
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Long Train Ride

The chapter provides a poignant and vivid account of Mitsi's experiences as

 she prepares for, and then embarks on, a journey from one internment camp

to another during World War II. 

Mitsi, a young Japanese American girl, has finally saved enough money to

buy a locket, which she hopes will help her feel closer to Dash, her dog,

whom she had to leave behind with Mrs. Bowker. Mitsi writes a letter to

Mrs. Bowker, requesting that she purchase the locket and send it to her. She

includes a humorous letter "from" Dash, in which she shares snippets of her

life and gratitude for the birthday card she received.

Mitsi is temporarily alone since her family is elsewhere, attending various

activities. She expresses concern about her brother Ted's choice in friends,

particularly someone named Lefty.

The chapter conveys a sense of impending change when Mitsi learns her

family will be relocated from their current internment camp to another called

Minidoka, in Idaho. Devastated by the news, Mitsi finds solace in writing

another letter — this time addressing Dash — expressing her disappointment

about the move and mentioning to Mrs. Bowker that she hopes the locket

hasn’t been mailed yet.
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As Mitsi and her family prepare for the move, they endure a grueling

three-day train ride. The journey is uncomfortable, with cramped, hot, and

shabby conditions described in vivid detail. Mitsi's family shares the

compartments with other internees, finding ways to make the best of a

difficult situation. They find small joys, such as meals in the dining car and

fleeting glimpses of the outside world through dusty windows. Mitsi enjoys

a moment with her friend Debbie on the train, exploring and trying to

distract themselves from their sorrow.

Throughout the chapter, Mitsi's feelings of loss, displacement, and longing

for familiarity are palpable, especially when she reminisces about times

spent with Dash or even anticipates a gift that might bring her some comfort.

Despite the hardships, Mitsi finds small comforts in her friendships and

memories.

Upon arrival at Minidoka, Mitsi's family faces the harsh reality of starting

over, as they are greeted by dust and yet another round of organizational

chaos. The scene mirrors their first experiences at Camp Harmony,

emphasizing the monotony and dehumanization of internment. Mitsi’s

closing letter to Dash encapsulates her frustration and helplessness but also

hints at a small relief in having Debbie as a neighbor.

Though desolation is a recurring theme, Mitsi’s resilience and the presence

of friends like Debbie offer a glimmer of hope in her otherwise challenging
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circumstances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Mitsi's story, you're faced with the stark

reality of being uprooted from everything familiar and the fear of the

unknown. Yet, even amidst so much uncertainty and the confines of

internment, Mitsi showcases a remarkable resilience. Her strength lies

in her ability to find small joys and maintain connections despite the

bleakness around her. Just as Mitsi writes letters to Dash, finds solace

in friendships, and clings to the hope of receiving a cherished locket,

you too can find resilience in your darkest hours. By seeking out those

little sparks of joy and meaningful connections, you are reminded that

while circumstances may be beyond your control, the way you

navigate them is profoundly within your grasp. In every challenging

moment, you have the power to choose hope and forge ahead with

courage, knowing that resilience grows with each step you take

towards holding on to what truly matters in life.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Vitamin D

Mitsi is struggling to adjust to life at the Minidoka internment camp, where

 the dusty environment and high altitude have taken a physical and

emotional toll on her. Her family, the Kashinos, live in cramped quarters

within a long barrack, shared with other families like the Sudas and Debbie's

family. The lack of privacy and incessant noise make for uncomfortable

living conditions, and Mitsi feels increasingly isolated and troubled,

especially by the absence of her dog, Dash, left with a family they

befriended before being relocated.

Amidst the morning chaos, Mitsi seeks solace in small routines, such as

checking for notes from her friend Debbie. Their living quarters, hastily

converted with a few wooden crates and a potbelly stove, fail to offer any

comfort. Sand infiltrates every crevice, even lingering in their breakfast,

making eating a gritty affair. Communication among families occurs in these

shared spaces, wherein they exchange limited news about forthcoming

school openings and lingering concerns about the children with too much

free time.

Mitsi's brother Ted is notably absent during meals, allowed more freedom by

their parents, which Mitsi resents in her solitude. The atmosphere among the

adults is equally strained, with furtive discussions about camp activities and

worry about family members detained elsewhere. A brief respite comes
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when Mitsi and Debbie help Mr. Hirai, a fellow internee, arrange

tumbleweeds and stones into a semblance of a garden, a symbolic attempt to

find beauty and peace amidst adversity.

The prospect of small pleasures like ice cream provides short-lived

excitement for Mitsi and Debbie. During a trip to the canteen, Debbie and

Mitsi briefly enjoy games and the idea of treats, but Mitsi's spirits plummet

when she witnesses Ted pocketing a candy bar, hinting at his entanglement

with less reputable peers like Lefty and Pudge. Mitsi is left feeling powerless

and unable to confide in anyone, not even Debbie or her distant dog Dash,

who represents a comforting past now inaccessible.

Faced with overwhelming desolation, Mitsi returns to her cot, overwhelmed

by the realization that her family is torn apart by the internment, exacerbated

by General DeWitt’s orders that forced their relocation. Exhausted from the

emotional burden and oppressive heat, she slips into a fitful sleep, carrying

the weight of an uncertain future and fractured family unity. The experience

at Minidoka becomes a crucible of endurance for Mitsi, where finding hope

and beauty in the midst of confinement seems an insurmountable challenge.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Finding beauty in adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the face of overwhelming challenges at the

Minidoka internment camp, you, like Mitsi, can discover the strength

to seek beauty in the most unlikely of places. Within the confines of

your own emotional struggle, consider how the simple act of creating

something beautiful, no matter how small or fleeting, can uplift your

spirit and provide a sense of peace. As Mitsi collaborates with Debbie

and Mr. Hirai to assemble a garden of tumbleweeds and stones, she

embraces a powerful symbol of resilience and hope. This momentary

escape into creativity is a poignant reminder that even in suffocating

circumstances, fostering beauty allows you to reclaim some control

over your environment and outlook. Let this inspire you to find or

create moments of joy and beauty, no matter how dire or confined

your circumstances might feel.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Stealing Home

In this chapter, we delve into the struggles of Mitsi, a young girl who is

 trying to uncover the truth about her brother Ted's suspicious activities.

Mitsi's experiences at the internment camp, where her family has been

relocated during World War II, unfold alongside her suspicions. The camp is

characterized by its harsh conditions—hot during the day and soon to be

cold enough to need coal for heating, which is in short supply. Mitsi's

parents and grandmother are occupied with various tasks, leaving Mitsi with

moments of solitude to pursue her investigations into Ted's odd behavior.

Ted, her brother, is elusive and seems aware that Mitsi is watching him.

Mitsi suspects that Ted may have been involved in a theft, as she thought

she saw him take something from the camp canteen. To gather information,

she cleverly tries to draw a confession from him by discussing a book about

a girl who steals a candy bar, but Ted deflects the conversation. Mitsi is

conflicted, weighing her suspicions with the presumption of innocence, a

concept she's heard is the American way.

While Mitsi tries to piece together Ted's actions, her friend Debbie shares a

personal struggle: her father, like many other Japanese-American men, was

taken away to Fort Missoula after the Pearl Harbor attack. Debbie hopes for

his release with the help of references gathered by her mother. Debbie and

Mitsi have formed a bond over their shared experiences at the camp, and
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they often escape reality by babysitting or visiting places like the post office,

where Debbie sends hopeful letters.

A twist comes when the girls learn of a burglary at the canteen, where candy

bars and cigarettes were among the stolen items. This news disturbs Mitsi, as

it aligns with her suspicions about Ted. While Debbie is unaware of Mitsi's

concerns, she remains supportive.

Amidst suspicions and challenges, there are moments of normalcy. Pop,

Mitsi's father, demonstrates his resourcefulness by making wooden furniture

for their camp apartment and for Debbie. These tasks give Mitsi a sense of

comfort and pride in her family's resilience.

The chapter closes with Mitsi trying to convince herself that Ted was simply

playing baseball, as he claimed. Yet, the conflicting emotions and realities

she faces are complex, mirroring the difficult circumstances of

Japanese-American families during wartime America. This chapter captures

the innocence of childhood against the backdrop of uncertainty and the harsh

reality of life in an internment camp.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in Difficult Circumstances

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in Mitsi's shoes, navigating

the complexities of growing up in an internment camp, where hardship

is the norm and suspicion can erode trust within families. Yet, through

the unwavering resilience of her family—particularly her father, Pop,

who crafts wooden furniture to create a semblance of home—you find

a glimmer of strength and adaptability. This chapter of your life

encourages a powerful realization: even in the harshest of conditions,

it's your inner resolve and resourcefulness that define your experience.

Drawing inspiration from Mitsi's story, you learn that overcoming

adversity isn't just about surviving the moment but reclaiming your

sense of identity and finding moments of normalcy amid chaos. Allow

this narrative to remind you that resilience is not merely enduring but

thriving and finding beauty and comfort even in the direst of

situations.
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Chapter 16: A Silver Lining

In this chapter, the atmosphere at the camp is tense, as a recent burglary case

 remains unresolved. However, the camp superintendent reassures the

residents that the situation is under control. Mitsi, a young girl at the camp,

feels relieved after several days of anxiety. She spends a warm moment with

her mother, shopping for school supplies at the camp store, invoking

memories of their pre-camp life.

During a visit to the camp's mail station, Mitsi receives a surprise

package—a beautifully designed locket containing photos of herself and her

dog, Dash. The locket, thought to be a gift, reveals a heartfelt note from

Mags, a former friend who expresses regret for past misunderstandings.

Mags clarifies her role in previous tensions involving another girl, Patty, and

explains how she coordinated with Mrs. Bowker, a supportive friend from

back home, to deliver this gesture of reconciliation.

Mitsi's joy at reconnecting with Mags is tempered by concern for her friend

Debbie, whose father, Mr. Miyake, faces uncertain circumstances,

emblematic of the challenges many face in the camps. Debbie's current

distress mirrors Mitsi’s earlier feelings of loss and longing for her own dog,

Dash. Mitsi decides to offer Debbie the locket as a symbol of comfort and

hope, understanding the significance of having a cherished keepsake.
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As Mitsi busies herself with babysitting young Davy, she discovers her own

talent for drawing, which soothingly captivates him. This skill, previously

encouraged by Mrs. Bowker, offers Mitsi a way to connect with others and

express herself, providing her with a sense of empowerment and purpose.

The chapter concludes with Mitsi deciding to create heartfelt drawings for

those who've supported her, reflecting her growth in empathy and artistry. A

sense of gratitude permeates the closing moments, as Mitsi receives a simple

but meaningful "Thank you" note through the camp’s knothole

communication—another sign of renewed friendships and connections

overcoming adversity.
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Chapter 17 Summary: My Brother’s Keeper

In the turbulent first weeks of sixth grade, students encounter multiple

 teachers, each leaving under unusual circumstances. Initially, the teachers

falter—one fleeing in fear of a rattlesnake, while another departs over the

lack of basic classroom supplies. The third teacher, Miss Pellegrino, arrives

with a determined spirit despite the odds. With an old-school approach, she

rallies the class to transform their bare surroundings into a vibrant learning

environment. She has the students repurpose items like butcher paper for a

blackboard and sends them on creative pursuits to gather natural materials

for lessons in science. 

Amidst this challenging backdrop, significant character developments

unfold. Mitsi, a student in the class, blossoms under Miss Pellegrino's

innovative instruction. Her excitement is evident as she helps create a class

library and becomes engrossed in working on a project about burrowing

owls for the natural sciences corner. Her academic enthusiasm is contagious,

spreading to her conversations with her friend Debbie, who shares her

excitement and lends her resources like an encyclopedia.

Beyond academics, Mitsi deals with family complexities in the unsettling

environment created by the war and the accompanying internment (a

reference to the historical context of Japanese American internment during

World War II). Mitsi's brother, Ted, presents an emotional challenge—he
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hides his troubles, evidenced by a black eye, the result of his involvement in

a problem plaguing their community. Mitsi’s concern for Ted displays a mix

of sibling protectiveness and frustration. The mystery of Ted’s injury ties

back to a local incident involving another student, Lefty, whose mirrored

bruise suggests an altercation that forced a confession to a recent robbery.

Ted's resilience and ultimate decision to engage with the camp community

through a magic show signals his return to stability and a heartfelt

reconciliation between the siblings.

As Mitsi gains confidence in her artistic abilities, her drawings become

reflections of her life in the camp. Under Miss Pellegrino’s guidance, Mitsi’s

art evolves and gains recognition from her classmates, further boosting her

self-esteem. She captures camp life through her drawings, preserving both

her personal growth and communal experiences in a scrapbook—a tangible

reminder of this unique period.

Faced with the stark reality of internment, Mitsi learns from the resilience of

those around her, like Mr. Hirai, who beautifies their surroundings despite

challenging circumstances. Her reflections culminate in a drawing she sends

to a friend back home, capturing both the desolation and the unexpected

beauty of camp life.

Ultimately, Mitsi’s journey is one of adaptation and creativity, transforming

her limited environment into a series of rich personal experiences. Her
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relationship with Debbie becomes a source of steadfast friendship and

support. The narrative concludes with Mitsi extending an invitation to

Debbie, symbolic of their shared journey and the community they’ve built

together, despite the adversities they face.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: Adaptation and Creativity in Challenging Circumstances

Critical Interpretation: The story of Mitsi and her classmates turning

their sparse classroom into a vibrant space epitomizes the power of

adaptation and creativity in challenging situations. This

transformation, inspired by Miss Pellegrino's inventive methods,

illustrates how you can nurture hope and cultivate resourcefulness

even in the face of adversity. As you tackle obstacles in your own life,

remember Mitsi's journey to see potential in limited resources and find

opportunities where none seem to exist. Embrace the challenges

around you, not as barriers, but as stepping stones to creative solutions

and personal growth.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Special Deliveries

In a heartwarming tale of friendship and reunion, the story follows Mitsi, a

 young girl living in a camp due to the wartime internment of Japanese

Americans during World War II. The narrative unfolds in a classroom where

Mitsi and her friend, Debbie, are assisting with a holiday craft project led by

their new art teacher, Mrs. Light. The principal interrupts, calling Debbie

out, and Mitsi fears they may be in trouble for a harmless prank involving a

lizard in the dining hall. However, Debbie returns with joyous news: her

father has arrived, reuniting their family and filling her with happiness.

During supper that evening, Debbie proudly introduces her father to the

camp's residents, including Mitsi. The scene highlights the sense of

community and the small joys found even amidst the challenging

circumstances of camp life. Mitsi, sitting between her parents, reflects on

how life will never be the same because of the camps, yet it still holds

moments of happiness and solidarity.

The narrative takes another uplifting turn when Mitsi receives unexpected

good news from her friend Ted. He shares an announcement that the camp

authorities now allow pets, a decision stemming from General DeWitt’s

revised policy. Mitsi is overjoyed and rushes to write a letter to her beloved

dog, Dash, sharing the double good news of Debbie’s father’s arrival and

Dash’s impending return.
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The scene shifts to Mitsi eagerly awaiting Dash’s arrival, braving the

December cold with visible anticipation. Her suspense and worry fade as a

familiar bark pierces the air, and she is reunited with Dash, who leaps into

her arms with unconditional love. Mrs. Bowker, who took care of Dash

during the family's relocation, expresses her delight at seeing the reunion,

while her son, Alan, playfully acknowledges the strong bond they share with

Dash.

Mitsi, grateful beyond words, invites Mrs. Bowker and Alan to join her

family for cookies and tea, offering a glimpse of the hospitality and kindness

that persists even in difficult times. As Mitsi carries Dash back home, she

relishes the moment, planning to introduce him to friends and show off his

tricks.

This touching story encapsulates themes of friendship, resilience, and the

enduring bond between a girl and her dog. In the face of adversity, these

small moments of joy and reunion provide a poignant reminder of hope and

the power of community.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Small joys and community in adversity

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 18 of "Dash" emphasizes the presence

of small joys and a strong sense of community even amidst difficult

circumstances. As you navigate the myriad challenges of life, you are

reminded that hope and happiness can be found in unexpected places.

Whether through reconnecting with loved ones or welcoming an old

friend like a pet, these moments refresh the soul, propelling you

forward with renewed energy. The essence of life encompasses both

trials and triumphs, and by embracing the moments that lift your

spirit, you learn to cherish the bonds that sustain you. It's a lesson that

encourages resilience, teaching you to focus on the unity and joy that

make it possible to thrive despite obstacles.
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