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About the book

In "Don't Forget Us Here," Mansoor Adayfi invites readers into the

harrowing yet resilient world of Guantánamo Bay, where the stories of the

imprisoned echo the lasting scars of injustice and humanity. Through his

poignant memoir, Adayfi sheds light on the dehumanizing conditions and

psychological turmoil faced by detainees, while simultaneously capturing

the indomitable spirit of survival and hope that persists even in the darkest

of places. This powerful narrative not only challenges the reader to confront

the complexities of war, terrorism, and national security, but also urges them

to remember the individuals behind the headlines—those who suffered and

resisted, reminding us that their stories are not just histories to be forgotten,

but cries for empathy and understanding in a world often divided.
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About the author

Mansoor Adayfi is a former Guantanamo Bay detainee turned author and

activist, whose poignant experiences shape his compelling narrative in

"Don't Forget Us Here." Born in Yemen, Mansoor was captured in

Afghanistan in 2001 and spent nearly 14 years in the infamous detention

facility without formal charges. His time in Guantanamo profoundly

influenced his understanding of freedom, human rights, and the resilience of

the human spirit. Following his release in 2016, Mansoor became a vocal

advocate for justice and the rights of those wrongfully imprisoned, using his

writing to shed light on the complexities of the American war on terror and

its profound implications on individual lives. Through his work, he seeks not

only to tell his own story but also to amplify the voices of the countless

others still trapped in the web of systemic injustice.
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chapter 1 Summary: 

In the opening chapter, we meet a young Yemeni man who has been brutally

 tortured and imprisoned by U.S. forces in Afghanistan. The narrative begins

with his grim thoughts as he anticipates execution, having endured weeks of

darkness and torment. Captured alongside a friend on the highway by

warlords, he was initially held for ransom. However, the shifting tides of

war, especially the U.S. campaign against al Qaeda and the Taliban, turned

his fate when the warlords decided to sell him to American forces, who

assumed he was someone of great importance due to his Arab nationality.

He reflects on his childhood in a remote Yemeni village, where he was often

told of his intelligence and potential. This confidence was quickly

extinguished in the confines of captivity. His days blurred into a cycle of

horrifying torture, during which he was forced to confess to roles and

identities he never held—positions like that of an al Qaeda recruiter named

Adel. Despite painfully trying to maintain his innocence, the interrogators’

relentless abuse doomed his self-perception and sense of identity.

As he waits for his death, he clings to prayer and memories of his mother,

regretting past mistakes. The narrative captures the desperation surrounding

him; he hears the cries of others suffering alongside him and prays to Allah

for forgiveness and solace. Eventually, instead of execution, he finds himself

transported under severe conditions, and after a series of humiliating
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experiences, he arrives at an American prison camp in Kandahar.

When finally stripped of darkness, he is met with the harsh, blinding reality

of bright lights and the chaos of soldiers. It is in this tangible despair—cold,

naked, and shackled—that he experiences a fleeting moment of clarity and

peace. A woman’s voice, reminiscent of his mother’s lullabies, brings him a

brief respite from fear and suffering, imbuing him with a sense of hope. This

pivotal moment encapsulates his plight—caught between the trauma of

captivity and the longing for freedom and connection to his past. As he

absorbs his new reality, he dons a blue jumpsuit, marking the first time in

months he has felt some semblance of warmth and protection. The chapter

closes with his faint belief in a comforting promise: no matter the darkness

he faces, he recalls that Allah will never abandon him.
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chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapter Two, the narrator reflects on their life before being sold to a CIA

 black site in Afghanistan. The trauma of torture has warped their memories,

making it difficult to recall the happiness and anticipation they once felt

about their future. Just days away from returning to Yemen to prepare for

university, the narrator recollects their time as a research assistant in

Afghanistan, which had earned them a promise of a student visa and

financial support for their studies—vital opportunities that now feel

unattainable.

The chapter paints a vivid picture of the narrator’s childhood in Raymah,

Yemen, characterized by a close-knit family living amidst terraced coffee

farms and rocky mountains. Their mother, who could not read or write,

nonetheless worked tirelessly to ensure her children received an education, a

priority their father shared fervently despite the prevailing cultural norms

that often limited girls' schooling. The father, a figure of strength and

integrity who worked in Saudi Arabia to provide for the family, instilled

rigorous values in his children. His firm belief in education for all his

children, including his daughters, shaped the narrator's outlook on life.

The narrative elaborates on the deep affection the narrator has for their

family, particularly the joy of childhood games with siblings and the pride

felt for their father's high expectations. Transitioning to life in Sana'a at
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thirteen introduces a new world filled with electricity, city lights, and a

whirlwind of experiences that broaden the narrator’s perspective. They

eagerly embraced education and cultural interaction, as evidenced by their

curiosity about their surroundings and excitement at discovering new things

for the first time, such as using a telephone.

The narrator’s academic trajectory continues positively as they graduate high

school and aspire to attend university, yet financial limitations compel them

to seek work. At the Dar al-Hadith Islamic Institute, they excel in their

studies while securing a job as a security guard to support their education.

This role leads to an impressive promotion that reinforces their ambition and

social skills, catching the attention of a notable scholar, the sheik, who offers

mentorship and a potentially life-altering reference letter.

As the political atmosphere heats up with alarmist discussions about

al-Qaeda and jihad, the sheik, looking to develop his book on al-Qaeda’s

ideology, enlists the narrator for a special research task involving

interviewing extremist group leaders and gathering relevant literature. This

pivotal moment occurs shortly before the 9/11 attacks, marking a stark

transition from the narrator's once-bright future to the uncertain and

tumultuous events that would soon unfold in their life. The chapter closes

with the narrator boarding a plane, clutching tightly to the dreams of a bright

future, now shadowed by unforeseen darkness.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of education and mentorship

Critical Interpretation: In the face of overwhelming adversity and

trauma, the narrator’s journey emphasizes the profound impact of

education and mentorship in shaping one's destiny. This narrative

serves as a powerful reminder that no matter the circumstances you

may find yourself in, the pursuit of knowledge and the guidance of a

mentor can illuminate your path, inspire resilience, and create hope for

a better future, urging you to cherish every opportunity to learn and

grow.
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chapter 3 Summary: 

In this chapter, the protagonist describes his harrowing experience as a

 detainee, stripped of his identity and subjected to brutal treatment by

soldiers. The narrative opens with a vivid portrayal of fear and darkness as

he finds himself shackled and in agony aboard a military plane. With each

passing hour, doubts plague his mind as he contemplates his fate—possible

death or a life of torment. Memories of family comfort him, revealing his

longing for connection and the innocence of his past life in Yemen, where he

dreamed of studying and building a family.

As the plane lands, soldiers aggressively pull him from one location to

another. The protagonist's physical state deteriorates due to humiliation,

violence, and isolation. Arriving at a grim new environment, he's stripped of

clothing, hosed down in front of men and women soldiers, and brutally

photographed. Given a number to replace his name, he begins to

comprehend the extent of his dehumanization. All he has left is prayer, and

he finds solace in it even within the confines of his suffering.

The chapter shifts to the conditions inside the detention facility, where cages

house him alongside other detainees. The protagonist meets individuals of

various nationalities, each sharing their own stories of pain and confusion.

United by shared trauma, they attempt to establish bonds and comfort each

other, navigating the harsh reality of captivity. The protagonist learns to
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adjust to the torment, adapting to the soldiers' orders that strip him of dignity

and autonomy.

Interrogation scenes illustrate his struggle to answer repetitively asked

questions regarding terrorism, his fear of being labeled unjustly by the

soldiers. He remains steadfast in asserting his innocence, yet the guards

persist with threats and violence, deepening his sense of despair. He

questions the rationale driving the Americans' actions, reflecting on the

absurdity of being viewed as a threat despite his youth and frailty.

As the days blur together filled with chaos, the protagonist and his fellow

detainees devise ways to reclaim their humanity. They attempt to pray

together—a practice that evokes memories of a long-lost life, but that act is

met with more turmoil from the guards. Tension increases within the camp

as rumors of beatings circulate, and a collective decision forms around a

hunger strike to protest their inhumane treatment.

The hunger strike becomes a powerful act of defiance, allowing the

detainees to momentarily regain a sense of agency against their oppressors.

The narrative captures their strife and resilience amid the suffering. The

chapter concludes with an unexpected shift—an officer acknowledges their

plight after the hunger strike escalates. Promises of hearings and changes in

the camp’s treatment follow, offering a glimmer of hope. The experience not

only deepens the bonds between the detainees but also illustrates the
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complexities and moral dilemmas faced by those in power and those under

oppression. Ultimately, the protagonist's story remains one of survival, hope,

and a desperate need for freedom in a world that has stripped away

everything he once knew.
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chapter 4: 

In Chapter Four, the narrator finds himself in a bleak and isolating setting at

 Camp Delta after being transported there with a hood over his head and

shackles on his wrists. Although he has endured months of harsh

interrogation and confinement prior, the stark reality of solitary confinement

envelops him; he is placed in a small, cold, metal cell devoid of light, with a

minimal amount of belongings: a thin sleeping mat, flip-flops, and a Qur’an.

Struggling against fear and confusion, he tries to hold onto his sanity as he

grapples with an onslaught of disorienting sounds—machines hum, guards

shout, and distant voices echo through the walls. 

His isolation weighs heavily on him, and as days pass within the blinding

lights of his cell, time becomes an abstract concept devoid of markers. Each

moment stretches into an eternity, degrading his sense of self and

diminishing his grip on reality. This psychological torment is compounded

by the focus of the interrogators to "soften" him, particularly as the methods

grow more systematic and cruel. When the interrogations commence in a

sterile laboratory-like room, he confronts educated, intimidating

interrogators who demand information about his life, falsely believing he is

a man named Adel from Egypt, despite him being Yemeni. They bombard

him with questions that seem personal yet are paradoxically based on lies

about his identity and alleged affiliations with al Qaeda—an organization of

which he knows little.
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As the interrogators taunt him, a masked enforcer instills raw fear through

violent outbursts. This man threatens to return him to torture if he does not

comply, leading the narrator to feel trapped within an endless cycle of false

confessions and retribution. Despite his youth and naivety, he finds himself

recounting horrific experiences of torture and coercion from his time in prior

detainment, hoping this truth will somehow liberate him from these

nonsensical accusations.

During his confinement, he finds solace in the occasional communication

with a fellow prisoner—the Nightingale, who claims to have been a

bodyguard for Osama bin Laden. Through whispered conversations, the

Nightingale encourages resilience and retains a sense of camaraderie

amongst the imprisoned men, many of whom come from backgrounds

differing starkly from the interrogators, who embody a warped sense of duty

and honor.

As his mental state deteriorates under continuous isolation and brutality, the

narrator's memories of family and home become a painful echo. He

desperately longs for the comforting presence of his mother as he recalls the

nurturing moments of his childhood. Yet these memories start to dissolve,

overwhelmed by the weight of his new reality, and during a protracted

hunger strike, he reaches a breaking point.
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This chapter crescendos to the arrival of a psychologist informally

nicknamed the Wrestler, whose imposing presence intimidates him further.

Despite her proclamations of concern for his welfare, the narrator is keenly

aware that she operates in concert with the interrogators—the very people he

has been avoiding. In a moment of reckoning, however, she indirectly

facilitates a shift in his confinement status, moving him out of solitary but

leaving him vulnerable and questioning what comes next in such a grim

landscape of manipulation and uncertainty. 

Ultimately, the narrator's journey reflects a struggle against dehumanization

and the loss of identity amidst the torment of war and imprisonment. The

significance of resilience, faith, and the haunting power of memory frames

this intense chapter—not only as a depiction of human endurance but as an

opening to a harrowing saga of survival against overwhelming odds.
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chapter 5 Summary: 

Chapter Five Summary

As the protagonist emerges from solitary confinement, he encounters the

stark reality of Camp Delta, a detention facility at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba,

designated for men captured in the so-called "war on terror" declared by

President George W. Bush. Initially struck by the unsettling environment, he

likens the open cages to a zoo or a laboratory, where the echoes of numerous

languages and voices resonate as fellow detainees greet him with

warmth—“Assalamu alaikum.” Despite the oppressive heat and discomfort,

the overwhelming sense of camaraderie provides a measure of solace.

The camp’s layout consists of metal shipping containers divided into cell

blocks, with each cage housing one man. Although the confinement is stark

and unyielding—complete with a shared toilet and relentless overhead

lights—the protagonist feels a renewed sense of hope and connection among

the diverse group of men, hailing from various countries and backgrounds.

His immediate companions include Fayez, a Kuwaiti man who immediately

recognizes his restlessness and longing for conversation, highlighting the

psychological toll of their harsh conditions.

The noise of the camp is both chaotic and chaotic by design, intended to
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disorient and control the detainees, a strategy referred to as “controlled

chaos.” This noise includes the clang of meal carts, guard commands, and

the constant interactions among detainees. However, they find ways to

express solidarity, singing a farewell tribute to those taken for interrogation,

signaling an unwavering bond among them amid the brutality.

One day, during his brief rec yard time, the protagonist sees Suhib, a

familiar face from his earlier days at Camp X-Ray, igniting a flicker of joy

in an otherwise grim existence. However, a momentary lapse leads to strict

punishment when he attempts to shake Suhib's hand, a seemingly innocent

gesture deemed a violation of the rules. The response from the guards is

harsh and swift, revealing the cruelty underpinning their authority and the

isolation imposed on the prisoners. Despite efforts to assert his innocence

and frustration at the oppressive rules, the protagonist faces a violent reprisal

from the Internal Response Force (IRF) team, who punish him severely for

his act of camaraderie.

Back in solitary confinement, he clings to the memory of his fellow

detainees, singing about his circumstances to the silent Nightingale, finding

a way to cope with despair by connecting to his brothers in spirit, even in a

setting designed to break him. The chapter poignantly encapsulates the

struggle for humanity and connection amid dehumanizing conditions,

underscoring the impact of oppressive systems on individual spirits.
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chapter 6 Summary: 

### Chapter Six Summary

In this chapter, the narrator outlines the harsh reality of life in Camp Delta, a

U.S. detention center located at Guantánamo Bay, where he experiences the

psychological and physical torment of solitary confinement and constant

relocation. Initially, the camp's personnel seemed unsure how to handle

detainees, often moving prisoners between solitary confinement and open

cages to disrupt any sense of familiarity or camaraderie among them.

The narrator describes the routine cries of "Chains are coming," a warning

that signaled escorts were coming to shuffle prisoners, leading to hurried

preparations as anyone could be taken at any moment. This uncertainty was

intentionally cultivated to enhance feelings of fear and dislocation. The

camp contained several blocks, each with its own conditions; the Behavioral

Health Unit (BHU) was particularly feared for its psychological

manipulation and extreme measures used against detainees.

While some blocks provided slight benefits, like proximity to the ocean

which could be glimpsed from time to time, solitary confinement was a

double-edged sword. Although it offered a brief escape from the chaotic life

in the open cages—often sweltering due to lack of air conditioning—it was
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also a space filled with deep psychological isolation. The ocean, despite

being out of reach, became a symbol of hope and a deep connection to the

lives the detainees once led, fostering shared dreams and memories among

them.

Among the prisoners, a deep bond formed through shared suffering and

resilience. The narrator recalls Bahr, a Yemeni detainee who found beauty in

singing and poetry, offering moments of joy and unity amidst the despair.

They confided their dreams to the sea and found solace in each other's

creative expressions.

The chapter also describes interactions with guards, who were sometimes

friendly but mostly dismissive of detainees’ humanity. Conflicts erupted as

oppressive rules were challenged; notable instances included instances of

protest where detainees banded together and resisted guards’ authority. The

narrator learns to navigate this oppressive environment, finding strength in

camaraderie and shared defiance.

The chapter culminates with the realization that the true purpose of Camp

Delta was not proper detention but interrogation—information extraction

through chaos and confusion. This understanding shapes the narrator's

evolving resistance against the camp's dehumanizing tactics, setting the

stage for ongoing struggles against oppression and longing for freedom.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of camaraderie and shared resilience in the

face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the bleak confines of Camp Delta, you

discover that connection with others can be a powerful source of

strength. The bonds formed through shared suffering, much like the

narrator's friendship with Bahr, inspire you to seek solidarity in your

own struggles. Whenever you face challenges, remember that leaning

on others and sharing your experiences can help foster resilience. Just

as the detainees found hope and joy amid despair through creativity

and camaraderie, you too can cultivate relationships that uplift you

during tough times, turning obstacles into opportunities for connection

and healing.
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chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter Seven Summary

In this gripping chapter, the protagonist awakens in a state of disarray,

shackled and disoriented in a cell within India's Block at Guantánamo Bay.

Having been drugged, he struggles to piece together fragmented memories

of recent events, mistaking elements of his incarceration for dreams. The

soothing sound of a female guard reciting the Qur’an provides a haunting

backdrop to his confusion, while he reflects on the harsh treatment of his

fellow detainees, particularly regarding their revered religious texts, the

Qur’ans.

He recalls a shocking incident involving a neighbor's Qur’an, which was

thrown carelessly by guards during an altercation, sparking chaos among the

inmates. The men, driven by a collective outrage, respond by launching an

uprising, emphasizing their deep respect for the Qur’an and the injustices

they face. The protagonist himself becomes a victim of the guards' brutality

as he attempts to intervene but ends up being subjected to severe beatings

and injections, ultimately resulting in his transfer to solitary confinement.

In the oppressive solitude of India Block, he endures further isolation and

drugging, marked by pain and the deafening sounds of rebellion echoing
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through the camp. Despite the mental fog caused by the injections, moments

of clarity allow him to observe high-ranking officials who pass by his cell,

including General Baccus, hinting at his dwindling humanity.

After a time that feels stretched beyond comprehension, the protagonist is

unexpectedly transferred to a well-appointed interrogation room, surrounded

by important military figures who had previously mocked him. He is

momentarily engulfed by the warmth and comfort of the room, contrasting

sharply with his recent harrowing experiences. However, he quickly learns

that rather than being set free, he is viewed as a troublemaker responsible for

the unrest within the camp.

The interrogation turns to the incident involving the Qur’an, emphasizing its

significance in the conflict between the guards and the detainees. The

protagonist vehemently defends the sacredness of the Qur’an, stressing its

importance to all Muslims, and insists that the disrespect shown towards it

breeds further resentment and distrust. Despite his honest attempts to calm

tensions within the camp, he feels their condescending disbelief of his

sincerity.

As the chapter progresses, the protagonist endures the humiliation of being

returned to his cell in just his shorts, greeted by the cheers of fellow

detainees who herald him as a hero for his defiance. He finds camaraderie in

Charlie Block, particularly with Omar, a one-legged Libyan who shares a
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similar background of oppression and resilience. Omar reveals the extent of

the uprising sparked by the protagonist’s treatment, recounting a hunger

strike and widespread unrest among detainees.

Despite his initial hesitations, the protagonist is thrust into a leadership role

as the newly elected block leader, tasked with negotiating better conditions

for his fellow inmates. Guided by Omar’s wisdom, he takes on this

responsibility, driven by an innate desire to advocate for those suffering

injustice. This marks a pivotal moment for him, as he realizes his purpose is

not just to survive but to actively resist and strive for dignity amidst the

brutality of Guantánamo Bay.
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chapter 8: 

In Chapter Eight, the narrator recounts his harrowing experience in solitary

 confinement at Guantánamo Bay, where the newly appointed General

Miller has transformed the prison into a brutal interrogation facility. Before

Miller's takeover, conditions were marked by misguided hope and constant

rumors about potential release, despite few detainees knowing the truth of

their circumstances. However, Miller's arrival signals a drastic change as he

merges the detention and intelligence operations, enabling him to

concurrently oversee both aspects with alarming authority.

Life under Miller quickly devolves into a nightmare. He initiates a midnight

cell search involving aggressive Immediate Response Force (IRF) teams,

leading to humiliating physical assaults and strip searches on the detainees.

The author's own experience reveals the extent of the brutality, as guards

administer unnecessary violence and humiliating searches, stripping all

comfort items and privileges to further demoralize the prisoners. The regime

introduces a punitive tiered system that reduces inmates to mere numbers

while stripping away their identities and rights.

Among the despair, a new detainee arrives, prompting the author to

empathize with his plight. Through the confines of their cells, they share a

moment of camaraderie amidst the chaos. Early interactions hint at the

young man’s traumatic history and brutal treatment, which resonates deeply
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with the author. He soon learns that the newcomer’s truth and sad journey

mirror the collective suffering of many Muslim men wrongfully imprisoned

under false premises.

Motivated by a growing sense of solidarity, the author begins to protest the

mistreatment of his fellow inmate, refusing to comply with orders from

guards in hopes of drawing attention to the injustice faced by those around

him. His resolute acts of defiance lead to brutal punishments. The narrator’s

bonds with his fellow inmates strengthen as they collectively endure the

inhumane conditions, reinforcing a pledge to resist collaboration with their

captors, despite the risks involved.

As the turmoil grows, the narrator is summoned to meet with a high-ranking

interrogator who offers an insidious proposal to betray his brothers for

personal gain. This tempting offer, designed to exploit the despair of the

detainees, is met with firm rejection from the narrator, who understands the

profound implications of such betrayal. He stands firm on his principles and

vows not to distance himself from the community of brothers who share

their suffering.

The chapter concludes with the narrator's defiance reaching its peak. He

passionately addresses his fellow detainees about the importance of unity

and resistance against their shared oppression, igniting a rallying cry that

reverberates throughout the blocks. His courage, however, is met with
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immediate repercussions. The IRF team retaliates with force, demonstrating

the brutal reality of dissent in Guantánamo as the narrator is once again

imprisoned in solitary confinement.

This chapter illustrates the psychological and physical trials faced by the

narrator and his fellow detainees, highlighting themes of solidarity,

resistance, and the struggle to maintain one's identity and integrity in the

face of dehumanizing treatment. The oppressive environment crafted by

General Miller's regime is designed to break their spirits, yet the narrator’s

unwavering conviction serves as a beacon of hope amid the darkness.
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chapter 9 Summary: 

In Chapter Nine, we delve into the harrowing experiences of Zakaria, a

 detainee suffering from a severe toothache, which becomes a focal point for

the guards and interrogators in their attempts to exert control over the

prisoners. Zakaria's tooth was likely broken during his brutal transport to the

camp, resulting in unbearable pain that hindered his ability to eat and sleep.

As the block leader, the narrator attempts to facilitate medical assistance, but

the guards insist that treatment is contingent upon cooperation with

interrogators, who hold an omnipotent grip over every aspect of the

detainees' lives, including their health.

The camp, led by General Miller, is designed to instill a sense of dependency

and helplessness among the detainees, as many refuse to cooperate with the

interrogators. Some have taken an oath to not engage with their captors after

being insulted or mistreated, with one brother issuing a fatwa declaring such

cooperation a sin. This sentiment fosters a culture of resistance, whereby

brothers like the narrator, Waddah, Hamzah, and Sayd nurture a deep moral

code rooted in tribal integrity and honor, uniting them against their

oppressors.

As Zakaria's condition deteriorates, the brothers devise collective protests to

pressure the guards into providing the necessary dental treatment. This unity

becomes a source of strength against their captors, as they refuse meals and
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disrupt camp routines, demonstrating both rebellion and solidarity. Tactics

such as refusing to return from recreation and shower, and even splashing

guards with milk become acts of defiance that highlight the detainees'

determination to support Zakaria.

When the guards finally relent and allow Zakaria to visit the hospital, the

outcome proves disastrous. Upon his return, it becomes evident that the

medical staff, ostensibly equipped to treat his dental problem, had extracted

eight of Zakaria's teeth instead of addressing the original issue. This

shocking revelation fosters despair, demonstrating the dehumanizing

conditions within the camp and inciting outrage among the brothers. 

The incident not only shatters their hopes for humane treatment but

reinforces their understanding of the brutal reality they face—a betrayal of

the ideals they once held about care and compassion in America. The

chapter closes with the sobering realization of their powerlessness, as most

of the men in Sierra Block are returned to solitary confinement, further

solidifying their collective suffering and the notion that resistance may

ultimately yield little more than additional pain and loss. The painful lesson

about the true nature of their captors lingers as they reflect on the

consequences of trust in a system designed to break them.
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chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter Ten, the harrowing reality of Guantánamo is vividly illustrated as

 the protagonist and fellow detainees navigate an environment steeped in

absurdity yet rife with danger. Here, the rules are fluid, power dynamics

skewed, and humor often serves as a lifeline against a backdrop of constant

interrogations. The narrator reflects on the surreal aspects of their

imprisonment, where salt's value eclipses that of gold, and where even the

most innocuous jokes can lead to severe punishment.

Amidst oppressive conditions, the detainees engage in light-hearted banter to

reclaim a sense of control over their lives, as illustrated by a comedic

incident involving a Yemeni brother who pretends to perform Islamic

healing on a water bottle. His antics inadvertently terrify a new female

guard, leading to a dramatic scene in which the detainee’s recitations of

Qur'anic verses coincide with thunder, amplifying the guard's fears of the

supernatural.

However, not all humor is innocent. A Saudi detainee manipulates the

camp’s security protocols by falsely reporting that a worker camp nearby

harbors an al-Qaeda spy, resulting in harsh treatment of innocent Filipino

workers outside the camp. His gleeful enjoyment at the chaos showcases a

darker side of survival, illustrating the moral complexities the detainees face

as they seek agency in their dire circumstances.
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The narrative further unpacks the psychological toll of the environment,

particularly under the command of General Miller, who strips the inmates of

their dignity and camaraderie. The detainees respond with shared laughter

and resilience, gathering to sing and share stories during their limited

freedoms—an activity suddenly disrupted by the arrival of vacuum cleaners

intended for cleaning purposes, which soon become instruments of torment.

As the guards exploit these vacuums to further suppress the detainee's

spirits, the protagonist devises a plan to reclaim power through deception,

feeding extravagant lies to the interrogators. This culminates in a moment of

triumph when he reveals that his supposed intelligence was simply a

fabrication, asserting control over his narrative. 

Amidst the torture, fear, and denial, there lies an indomitable spirit within

the protagonist, who prays and recites verses to find solace. He is

determined to maintain his humanity in an environment designed to strip

him of it. Even when subjected to extreme violence and humiliation, he

envisions a future beyond Guantánamo, finding strength in his convictions

and solidarity with fellow detainees. 

In this upside-down world of Guantánamo, the interplay of humor,

resilience, and despair forms the core of their survival, revealing the

profound impact of psychological warfare in the context of torture. The
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chapter underscores the theme that even in the depths of oppression, the

spirit can resist and find ways to challenge authority—fueled by hope for

freedom and justice.
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chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapter Eleven, the protagonist finds himself deep within the oppressive

 environment of Guantánamo Bay's detention camp, designated as part of the

interrogation blacklist. This status subjects him to severe psychological and

physical abuse designed to break his will. The guards employ a horrifying

technique known as the “Frequent Flyer Program,” where they keep

detainees awake by repeatedly moving them from cell to cell while

physically assaulting them. The relentless torture includes sleep deprivation,

which can last for months, affecting both the detainee's health and mental

state.

One particularly heartbreaking case is Nadeem, an Afghan detainee who has

been subjected to sleep deprivation for nine months. Despite his condition

deteriorating dramatically, many detainees, especially Afghans, remain

silent, fearing repercussions. The tension escalates when a guard disrespects

the Qur'an, a deeply revered text for the Afghan detainees. This act sparks

outrage, leading to a collective uprising among the Afghan brothers, who

begin to protest vehemently against the mistreatment.

As the deterioration of conditions becomes evident, the Afghans initiate

protests that escalate into hunger strikes, refusal to cooperate with guards,

and ultimately, a tragic mass suicide attempt. This dramatic act aimed to

convey their desperation for change within the camp results in a wave of
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“Code Snowball” incidents, where more than sixty brothers hang themselves

in solidarity. The camp authorities respond with heightened repression, yet

this crisis forces them to take some measures to placate the detainees.

Colonel McQueen, the camp warden, attempts to calm the situation,

promising to address grievances regarding the Qur'an. The most senior

commander, General Miller, eventually issues a statement over the

loudspeakers, claiming that the offending interrogator has been removed.

While this announcement offers a temporary respite and fulfills a need for

relief among the detainees, skepticism remains widespread as they recognize

that such assurances have been made before without follow-through.

The chapter intensifies when General Miller unexpectedly walks through

Lima Block, the area where the protagonist resides. Detainees prepare to

retaliate against him for both the ongoing abuses and their frustrations. As

Miller approaches, a brother shouts a phrase glorifying God, prompting all

detainees to throw whatever they have at him—urine, dirty water, and, in

one instance, feces. This spontaneous act of defiance leads to a euphoric

moment for the detainees, who celebrate their small victory against their

oppressors, despite the imminent punishment this will likely incur.

However, the euphoria is short-lived. That night, the guards retaliate by

drugging the detainees’ meals, rendering many too incapacitated to resist

further abuse. The protagonist experiences hallucinations of the guards'
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brutal treatment in a painful dream. When he wakes up, he finds himself in

solitary confinement, confronting the grim reality of his situation, yet still

clinging to the notion that their act had resonated, even momentarily, with

the oppressive authority embodied by General Miller. 

This chapter starkly illustrates the cycles of violence, desperation, and small

acts of rebellion within the confines of Guantánamo, capturing the complex

dynamics between the detainees and their captors amidst horrifying

circumstances.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of solidarity in the face of oppression

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 11, the devastating experiences of

the Afghan detainees highlight the profound strength that can emerge

from unity and collective resistance. When faced with unimaginable

suffering, their decision to stand together in protest against their

mistreatment serves as a powerful reminder that even the harshest

circumstances can be challenged through camaraderie and shared

purpose. By embracing solidarity, you are inspired to recognize that,

in your own life, overcoming adversity is often possible by leaning on

each other and amplifying your voices, creating a ripple effect that has

the potential to incite change and instill hope.
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chapter 12: 

Chapter Twelve Summary

As tensions escalated in the camp, particularly with the actions of General

Miller, the atmosphere grew increasingly volatile. Guantánamo Bay felt like

a living beast—under constant construction and adaptation, with guards

persistently repainting and reinforcing the blocks to contain the prisoners.

Among these blocks, Romeo Block stood out as the worst, known for its

harsh conditions and poorly regarded guards. For over a month, construction

had been focused there, but the prisoners could only speculate about the

purpose of these seemingly secretive operations.

One fateful day after the third prayer, commotion erupted from Romeo

Block, marked by the sounds of guards shouting and dogs barking. The

prisoners in Tango Block exchanged words with their brothers in Romeo.

Among them was Azani, a Yemeni who had always been calm and

compliant, but who now cried out for help—guards had stripped him naked,

enforcing a new rule in the brutal environment of Romeo. General Miller

and the interrogators sought to exploit the most compliant prisoners,

anticipating that the stripping would break their spirits and make them talk, a

tactic previously employed with mixed results.
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As more brothers voiced their distress, hostility was palpable. Omar, who

understood Miller's tactics, warned that they were being baited into protest.

With around seventy Redeyes—a diverse mix of detainees—gathered in the

camp, they felt a strong collective identity and reputation. A war summit

was convened among twenty-three prisoners who resolved to stand up for

their brothers in Romeo Block. They prepared for confrontation by filling

their sinks with water, hiding their belongings, and praying for strength.

Attempts to communicate their grievances to the camp officers were met

with refusal. The guards retaliated with aggression, shutting off

communication and water, leading to mounting frustration among the

inmates. Provoked, Omar confronted a somewhat sympathetic guard to

express that they were being manipulated into conflict. However, this effort

did little to alleviate the situation. The nastier guards escalated matters,

using pepper spray against the detainees, marking the beginning of violent

clashes as prisoners retaliated with whatever they had at hand.

The fight intensified as they unleashed further chaos, breaking off metal

bean hole doors from their cages. This surprised the guards, prompting a

significant response from the camp administration, and drawing General

Miller himself into the fray. The prisoners, emboldened by their small

victory, continued to resist, showcasing their unity and determination against

the oppressive force of the guards.
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However, despite their momentary success, the guards retaliated with

extreme measures, deploying pepper spray and physical violence against the

prisoners. Many were beaten brutally, and arguments arose over their

treatment. Personal recollections highlighted the sheer brutality, with one

prisoner using cunning against a guard dog, showcasing their unwillingness

to succumb to fear.

Subsequently, prisoners were relocated, stripped of their clothing, and

subjected to cruel humiliation. General Miller's attempts to assert control

ultimately backfired; the prisoners refused to capitulate and found humor in

their absurd circumstances—a testament to their resilience. The guards’

cruel act of shaving their heads in mocking styles only served to strengthen

their resolve. Laughter amidst pain symbolized their defiance.

As isolation persisted in the new solitary confinement (Oscar Block), the

guards paraded their victims before camp officials. Despite the humiliation,

detainees held onto their dignity, refusing to engage with interrogators.

Though the Red Cross dismissed their treatment as insufficiently brutal, the

prisoners stood united in their humanity, signaling that resilience was their

greatest strength against systemic oppression.

Ultimately, though General Miller aimed to break their spirit, his efforts

only solidified the prisoners’ solidarity and commitment to resistance. The

battle at Guantánamo had become more than personal—it became a broader
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fight for humanity, dignity, and survival against escalating tyranny. The

lesson learned was that they had nothing left to lose, and the more the camp

administration sought to control them, the more fiercely they resisted.
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chapter 13 Summary: 

Chapter Thirteen Summary

The chapter unfolds in the oppressive atmosphere of Camp Delta, where a

group of twelve young detainees known as the Redeyes—consisting of

characters such as Waddah, Abdullah Alajmi, Khalid, Yassir, and the

narrator Mansoor—find themselves in Oscar Block, a section of the camp

notorious for its harsh treatment. Formed by a tribal code of respect among

them, the Redeyes had been moved from various blocks due to the fallout

from earlier riots, specifically the one in Romeo Block, which was ignited

by escalating tensions and brutal guard behavior.

The group, considered the youngest and most resistant of detainees, sensed

an impending confrontation as new guards, notorious for their abusive

nicknames like "Fat Ass" and "Lazy Rabbit," began mistreating them. Meals

were mocked and discarded, escalating frustrations that had already reached

a boiling point. The Redeyes, weary from endless provocations but bound by

their rules—never to initiate violence but ready to respond—decided to

strategize after their prayers.

As the guards intensified their harassment—cutting off water, cranking up

the heat, and spraying pepper spray—the Redeyes grew determined to act.
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Rather than simply endure the abuse, they devised a daring plan to escape by

breaking down their cages. With makeshift tools fashioned from their

limited possessions, they aimed to destroy the steel structures confining

them, hoping to break free.

The narrative shifts to the chaotic night of their rebellion, with their

makeshift hammers causing commotion as they tear apart their sinks and

toilets, leading to a hole large enough to escape through. Their teamwork

becomes evident as they work in tandem to distract the guards while

executing their plan. Excitement and hope fill their conversations as they

dream of freedom, even if constrained within the confines of the block.

When the guards discover their activities, chaos ensues, leading to an influx

of security personnel and media. The Redeyes, however, confront their

captors with bravado, demonstrating their resilience and defiance in their

circumstances. Amidst the conflict, Mansoor manages to communicate their

shared humanity through his actions, culminating in a poignant, bloody yet

triumphant moment.

As they clash with the overwhelming number of guards and find themselves

beaten down, the Redeyes reflect on the power dynamics at play. They

realize that their small band of brothers managing to instill fear in their

captors served as a testament to their spirit. The chapter closes with a

somber acknowledgment that, despite the harsh repercussions from the camp
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admin—who would increase surveillance and rebuild stronger cells—the

message they sent reverberated throughout the facility. They were not

simply prisoners; they were individuals capable of resistance, united in their

humanity and their quest for dignity amidst desperate conditions. 

This chapter encapsulates the Redeyes' struggle against dehumanization,

showcasing their fierce camaraderie and resolve to fight back against

oppression, ultimately emphasizing how their dignity cannot be extinguished

even in the direst of circumstances.
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chapter 14 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapter Fourteen

In the sweltering summer of 2004, the conditions at Guantanamo Bay turned

increasingly dire. Detainees faced oppressive heat within their cages,

unexpected thunderstorms, and winds that threatened to tear their

surroundings apart. Amid this turmoil, rumors began circulating in the

Tango Block—there was talk of an imminent move for several detainees,

typically indicative of their release. Excitement electrified the camp when

news broke that approximately seventy detainees, comprised of diverse

backgrounds from various countries, might be on a list of those set to leave.

Among them were compliant detainees known as "Redeyes" and even a

fourteen-year-old boy.

As whispers of hope spread, brothers exchanged optimistic theories about a

large airplane allegedly spotted in the sky. Exhilaration mingled with

skepticism, knowing the administration's tendency to sow fear and

confusion. The mood shifted significantly when Hamid, a friend, received

confirmation from guards that he was on the list to leave. His elation was

infectious, prompting others to dream wistfully about reunions with family

and the lives awaiting them outside of the barbed-wire confines of

Guantanamo. Yet, for the narrator, the joy was bittersweet; he was left
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behind, grappling with mixed emotions as his friend prepared to leave.

Days passed with no updates on releases, and hope began to fade. The

situation worsened, with increasingly harsh treatment from guards and

heightened stresses during interrogations. Conversations about what freedom

would bring turned somber, as the reality of their situation settled in once

more.

Eventually, military officers arrived to announce a new procedure—the

Combatant Status Review Tribunal (CSRT). This process, conducted

without lawyers, sought to classify detainees as "enemy combatants,"

effectively justifying their indefinite detention and sidestepping Geneva

Convention protections. This bureaucratic maneuver added layers of despair,

as many brothers' statuses were not contested, despite the questionable

grounds for such claims. The resulting classification condemned them to

endure further torture and uncertainty.

Simultaneously, the camp was hit by a hurricane, leading to an eerie calm

when guards evacuated, leaving detainees alone in silence. Stripped of

obstructive tarps, they glimpsed the expansive sea—a majestic yet haunting

symbol of their confinement. For a fleeting moment, the ocean's beauty

brought solace, and prayers were offered in gratitude to Allah. Yet, as

normalcy returned with guards reinstated, the harsh reality of their

entrapment came crashing back.
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Then came the startling return of Hamid to the block, but he was a shadow

of his former self—emaciated and traumatized. He recounted his experience

in a different cell, revealing the mental and physical torture he had endured.

His harrowing narrative of isolation, hunger, and torment shattered any

illusions of hope the remaining detainees clung to. He spoke of their

captivity turning into a hellish nightmare—surrounded by friends, yet

painfully alone in their suffering.

As despair deepened, the narration shifted to more brothers returning with

similar troubling reports about their treatment. Hope was quickly replaced

by a dreadful realization: the camp's administration intended to break their

spirits.

When the officers returned with more release announcements, the dread

increased. The protagonist anticipated his name on the list and, despite

trepidation, feigned courage, vowing not to show fear. The guards shackled

him, initiating the next phase of his journey to Camp V—a facility designed

specifically for isolation and sensory deprivation.

In this new prison, the environment was frigid and desolate. Upon inspection

in the mirror, the narrator saw a stranger, a man marked by years of

suffering. He experienced strange sensations of anxiety and restlessness as

interrogators employed new tactics to break him down. Despite their
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relentless psychological manipulation, prayer and recitation of the Qur'an

became his refuge, allowing him to endure their torment.

Eventually, weary and worn, he forged bonds with fellow detainees in Camp

V, strategizing ways to resist the inhumane treatment. They recognized the

futility of their previous attempts at rebellion and thus devised a new plan: a

widespread hunger strike, aiming to challenge the camp's administration by

collectively risking their lives in a potent show of solidarity and defiance.

With hope dwindling and despair looming, they committed to fighting back

against the cruelty that sought to extinguish their spirits.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Solidarity in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the face of overwhelming despair and

suffering at Guantanamo Bay, the realization that solidarity among

detainees could serve as a source of strength stands as a profound

lesson for your life. Just as the protagonist and his fellow detainees

banded together to resist the inhumane treatment they faced, you, too,

can find solace and resilience in unity during your own struggles.

Whether confronting personal challenges or societal injustices, the

bonds formed through shared experiences and collective action can

empower you to endure hardships, infuse hope into seemingly

hopeless situations, and inspire you to fight for what is right,

reminding you that you are never truly alone.
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chapter 15 Summary: 

### Chapter Fifteen Summary

Organizing a hunger strike across the diverse detainee populations in several

camps proved to be an immense challenge, both logistically and

emotionally. The protagonist was transferred from Camp V to Papa Block in

Camp 3, where he soon learned that fellow detainees—Yousif, Waddah,

Kamal, and Hashim—had joined him in refusing meals. Solidarity grew

among the inmates as they faced a shared crisis of indefinite detention and

abuse. Each individual's act of resistance transformed into a unified stand, as

they understood the profound significance of their collective plight.

As the hunger strike commenced, the protagonist described it metaphorically

as entering a dark tunnel with death as the distant light. Physical suffering

began with waves of gnawing hunger, memories of home-cooked meals

surfacing in vivid dreams, only to be intensified by the hunger's brutal

reality—loss of sleep, concentration, and eventually health. Deterioration

followed, manifesting in muscle loss, confusion, and hallucinations. Despite

the despair, the impulse to endure remained. This protest was deemed

necessary as the detainees grappled with the degradation of their existence

and the desperate need for acknowledgment of their humanity.
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Suddenly, the protagonist found himself isolated in solitary confinement as

the hunger strike gained momentum. Nevertheless, news of the protest

spread rapidly, prompting numerous brothers across all camps to join. As the

summer days wore on, the effects of starvation became life-threatening.

Detainees began to faint as the admin struggled to contain the situation,

leading to a temporary shutdown of recreational activities and medical

appointments in the camps.

Despite the growing urgency, the detainees’ core demands remained simple:

respect for their faith, legal representation, humane food and water, access to

sunlight, clarity about their treatment, basic human rights, family contact,

equality among inmates, and oversight of their conditions. Colonel

Bumgarner, the new commander, met with detainee Omar to negotiate, yet

dismissed him when Omar would not agree to trivial requests. When

negotiations later shifted to include Kamal, a detainee advocating for rights,

uncertainty lingered. While Kamal believed he had secured concessions and

a potential path towards better conditions, the protagonist harbored

skepticism about Kamal’s intentions and the admin’s sincerity. 

Tension escalated after punitive measures and brutal treatment of detainee

Hamzah indicated a retaliatory approach by the camp’s administration. The

atmosphere darkened further when talks of negotiation culminated in a

failure, prompting the protagonist and many others to resume the hunger

strike. The chapter highlights the prisoners’ fear that basic human rights
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could remain unattainable despite their suffering.

As Congress passed a law permitting force-feeding, a new abhorrent chapter

of torture began for the starving strikers. The protagonist endured forced

feedings that turned into a grotesque violation of dignity, amidst threats and

humiliation. Despite this inhumane treatment, he remained committed to his

resistance, finding moments of spiritual solace in his memories of home.

Eventually, the relentless torture took its toll when Waddah urged him to

stop, fearing for his life. In an emotionally fraught decision that echoed the

broader theme of desperation, he and others halted their hunger strike,

realizing that their struggle may have been marginalized without true

negotiation.

In the backdrop, human rights organizations and attorneys documented the

abuses, yet the colonel's punitive victory over their resistance demonstrated a

stark reality: the administration's ability to maintain control disregarded the

humanity of the detainees. The protagonist’s predicament, amidst his

deepening physical decline and loss of trust, represents a broader

commentary on the moral complexities surrounding the protest and the dire

circumstances faced by those subjected to systemic dehumanization.
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chapter 16: 

In Chapter Sixteen of this harrowing narrative from Guantánamo, the

 atmosphere in Camp 1’s Alpha Block is charged with tension, exacerbated

by Colonel Bumgarner's erratic leadership following a series of unsettling

events. The colonel, driven by a need for control, consolidates many of the

detainees labeled as 'Redeyes'—those seen as troublemakers—into one area

to prevent any potential organization against the camp's oppressive regime.

This comes after surgery for a brother, where prescription pills were

discovered, leading to increased security measures and despair among the

detainees.

The chapter unfolds through the eyes of Mansoor, who provides insight into

the culture, dreams, and unity among the detainees, juxtaposed with the

menacing presence of the colonel and guards. The arrival of al-Etaby, a

well-educated brother, adds layers of critique regarding the colonel's

unstable and dangerous behavior, particularly regarding the ludicrous notion

that their release could be contingent on the deaths of three brothers, which

the colonel had recently mentioned. This serves as a grim backdrop to the

unfolding tragedy.

That night, the quiet block is shattered by chaos as guards violently carry out

Yassir, a cherished friend of Mansoor's, followed by the shocking news that

Yassir is dead. The realization that two other brothers, Mana’a and Ali, have

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


also perished devastates the block, leading to confusion and anguish. The

narrators’ grief is palpable as they grapple with the idea that these deaths

may be falsely labeled as suicides, given that none had voiced suicidal

thoughts or intentions. 

Colonel Bumgarner reacts with fury, imposing a strict crackdown that

further escalates the already volatile environment. Detainees find themselves

subjected to brutal treatment and exhaustive surveillance, resulting in

increased isolation and distress. Mansoor's narrative illustrates the

suffocating conditions under which detainees exist, where violence and

desensitization become commonplace, and guards engage in cruel games,

treating them as mere fodder in a brutal regime.

In the subsequent escalation, Mansoor faces further brutality when he is

taken to interrogation, where he is met with hostility rather than empathy.

The interrogators demand to know what led to the brothers' deaths,

miscasting the situation as one of self-inflicted harm rather than systemic

violence. Mansoor's defiance becomes increasingly clear as he refuses to

take responsibility for events he did not cause, declaring the guards and the

colonel as complicit in the suffering of the detainees.

As the chapter progresses, Mansoor is thrust into solitary confinement in a

newly designed block intended for heightened punishment, just as the

brothers who preceded him had been. Surrounded by overwhelming noise
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and brutal treatment, he learns the importance of solidarity among detainees,

even in the face of such cruelty. The sense of despair deepens within him;

even the decent guards become complicit in the cycle of violence. His

physical, emotional, and spiritual degradation turns into a testament to the

resilience and sheer willpower it takes to survive within these walls, where

humanity is simultaneously stripped away and fiercely defended.

Eventually, Mansoor is called before an Administrative Review Board

hearing. This event fills him with a mix of cynicism and defiance, leading

him to prepare a powerful thirteen-page letter that serves as both a testament

to his suffering and an indictment of his captors. He openly confronts the

lies perpetuated by his captors as well as the injustices faced by all

detainees. His message is clear: the inhumane treatment they endure only

fuels his rage and resolve to resist even more fiercely.

When finally before the board, he faces a test of character and conviction.

Refusing to comply with their mandates, he presents a forceful statement

about their actions, accusing them of injustice and breeding extremism

through their methods. His bold assertions that he would continue to fight

against American oppression underscore the transformative impact of their

treatment. Concluding with an audacious proclamation of solidarity with

jihad, he confronts the reality of his captivity; through pain and loss, he finds

a stark clarity and a renewed sense of purpose in his struggle against

oppressive forces, even as hope seems frail.
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This chapter encapsulates the struggle between survival and submission in

the face of systemic violence, offering a profound exploration of identity,

resilience, and the quest for justice amidst unfathomable brutality.
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chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter Seventeen, the narrator, reflecting on his six years in

 Guantánamo, recounts an incident involving an Algerian detainee named

Ahmed, a well-educated doctor. One day, while the narrator watches from

his cell, Ahmed confidently walks through Camp V without guards or

shackles, only to later reappear during a chaotic alarm, having escaped a

shower. Ahmed's boldness serves as a brief moment of levity in their grim

reality, yet it also prompts deeper contemplation about their situation. The

narrator acknowledges that, after being deemed a significant threat

post-tribunal, he accepts that escape is impossible and instead tries to live in

the moment, exhibiting a resigned faith in Allah’s plans.

As the narrative dives into the passage of time at Guantánamo, the narrator

describes the effort to count time through meals and shifts of guards,

reflecting on the indifference that permeates their detention. They had once

tried to measure time with the changing of guard rotations but ultimately felt

lost amidst the indistinguishable flow of days, months, and years. The

guards' interactions are revealed as a mix of nostalgia and trauma; some

detainees foster connections with certain guards, while others are haunted by

past experiences of violence. The guards, in turn, ask about released

detainees, many of whom were deeply affected by their time in the camp,

revealing a mutual recognition of suffering.
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The chapter vividly portrays the gradual deterioration of Camp Delta and its

inhabitants, who are moved to solitary confinement in Camp VI. The strict

isolation fosters a sense of desperation, and the narrator realizes he has

received no letters from family during his entire detention. Early attempts to

communicate were thwarted by interrogators who read and manipulated

correspondence, erasing the connections that kept hope alive. Letters from

families, particularly those that were intercepted by interrogators, become

tools for manipulation—a cruel reminder of their human ties and unresolved

grief.

In the midst of this hopelessness, the narrator finds his voice through

writing. These twenty minutes each week to write letters become acts of

rebellion and documentation. He writes not only to his family but also to

prominent figures—including then-President Bush, military officials, and

various organizations—using the opportunity to express his suffering and

the injustices of Guantánamo. Despite the harsh reality of his

correspondence being blacked out or denied approval, the act of writing

serves as a lifeline to his identity and memories.

As time progresses and hopes rise and fall with rumors of releases, the

narrator feels a complex blend of solidarity and jealousy within the camp.

The release of others brings a mix of joy and despair, particularly when older

detainees learn about family tragedies through letters that interrogators

deliberately distort, further deepening the psychological toll of their
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captivity. 

The chapter culminates as more brothers join a renewed hunger strike,

indicative of their collective resistance against their inhumane treatment.

The hunger strike, while a profound expression of agency, leads to further

suffering as guards attempt to forcibly feed them, rekindling memories of

previous abuses. The narrator reflects on their diminishing humanity—their

way of fighting back against relentless isolation and humiliation. Ultimately,

the chapter paints a stark picture of the psychological and emotional

landscape within the camp, where the struggle for dignity persists amidst

endless cycles of despair and defiance.
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chapter 18 Summary: 

In Chapter Eighteen, the narrative reflects on the hunger strike in the

 Guantanamo Bay detention camp as it stretches into 2008, growing

increasingly tense in anticipation of the American presidential election. The

detainees, living in solitary confinement and subjected to daily

force-feedings, find a glimmer of hope in the potential of a new leader.

Despite their isolation, they communicate through their makeshift network,

the DNN, and share their thoughts about the election. 

The chapter begins by illustrating their disdain for President George Bush

and their hope that Barack Obama, a Black candidate who promised to close

Guantanamo, would win. The racial dynamics within the camp are

highlighted; many detainees resent the predominantly white guards, whom

they view as racist. The political climate engenders heated debates among

the detainees about the implications of the election, with varying opinions on

whether Obama or Hillary Clinton would be a better choice. A particularly

educated brother, Magid, emphasizes the historical significance of the

election, suggesting that it could represent a turning point in U.S. history and

potentially lead to Guantanamo's closure through an executive order.

As election day nears, a palpable tension builds within the camp. Detainees

grow increasingly anxious, eager to receive news of the results. They

fantasize about celebrating Obama's victory as a way to undermine the
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authority of the guards, whose disdain for Obama is apparent. San, a Yemeni

prisoner who had been wrongfully detained, emerges as a key figure, vocally

rallying others to prepare for a celebration should Obama win.

On election night, the excitement culminates when San gleefully announces

Obama’s victory, causing a fracas in the camp. His jubilant behavior,

including banging on his cell, evokes mixed reactions; while some guards

are concerned, others cannot hide their excitement. A humorous exchange

occurs between the detainees and the guards, sharply contrasting their

emotions regarding the election outcome.

San's defiance escalates as he covers his window, prompting the guards to

respond with the martial call of "Code Yellow," a signal for riots. This

confusion and joy spread like wildfire throughout the camp, inciting a

celebration. San's antics culminate in a comedic proposal to the camp

officers to relay a message about the new "Black House," a playful spin on

the White House, reinforcing the jubilant atmosphere among the detainees.

Ultimately, the guards, bewildered by how the news reached the detainees so

quickly, swarm the camp in an attempt to ascertain the source of this

supposed communication network. Unbeknownst to them, the unity and

resourcefulness shown by the detainees speak volumes about their resilience

in the face of oppression. The chapter closes with a juxtaposition between

the guards' rise in anxiety and the detainees' elation, hanging on the hope
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that change might be on the horizon with Obama's presidency.
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chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapter Nineteen, the protagonist reflects on the hopeful atmosphere

 among detainees at Guantánamo Bay following President Obama's

executive order to close the facility. This hope resonates deeply among the

prisoners, as they share a bond forged through their collective suffering

during years of confinement and torture. The brotherhood they’ve built is

marked not just by shared pain but also by small moments of joy. Despite

the optimism, he is acutely aware of the disillusionment that often

accompanies promises from the U.S. government, especially after so many

years of neglect.

As detainees begin planning a major hunger strike to draw attention to their

conditions and push for change, the protagonist and his friends, including

Waddah, Hamzah, and Adnan, remain resolute. They understand that

organizing their protests is complicated by surveillance and isolation tactics

from camp administrators. The protagonist reflects on past hunger strikes

and the damage done to those who participated, emphasizing a cautious yet

determined approach to their resistance.

Colonel Vargo, the camp commander, engages with the protagonist during a

force-feeding session, urging him to abandon his protest. The protagonist

stands firm, insisting that dignity and respect are fundamental rights.

Waddah, chosen to represent their collective grievances, exemplifies quiet
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resistance and strength. However, after Waddah is taken away under dubious

circumstances, the protagonist is left to grapple with anger and fear, feeling

increasingly isolated.

The mood shifts when the protagonist learns he has been assigned an

attorney, Andy Hart, after seven long years of detention without formal

charges. Despite skepticism about the motive behind this sudden

representation, Andy's demeanor and genuine concern create a connection

that begins to break through years of despair. He recognizes the protagonist

not as a mere number, but as a person deserving of rights and a fair

defense—a stark contrast to how the camp administration sees him.

While discussions about closing Guantánamo progress, the camp

administration resists improving conditions, reinforcing the notion that they

view detainees as combatants rather than humans. In a poignant moment, the

protagonist receives a call from his family, bringing a mix of joy and grief as

he learns of their wellbeing but is reminded of the years lost to his captivity.

The chapter crescendos with devastating news of Waddah’s death, officially

reported as a suicide, which the protagonist cannot accept given the

circumstances. They suspect foul play and rally to honor Waddah by

continuing their hunger strike. This event galvanizes the detainees and

underscores the injustice they face: a fight for survival against an

administration that dehumanizes them.
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Amid rising tensions and frustrations within the camp, a new colonel arrives,

hinting at the possibility of negotiations that could lead to better living

conditions. The protagonist grapples with conflicting emotions: the desire

for tangible improvements against the fear that succumbing to the camp's

demands might dampen their fight for freedom. With the negotiations on the

horizon, there is a looming uncertainty about whether the camp’s promises

could finally lead to the relief they desperately seek, or if it would further

entrap them in a system that has already caused so much suffering.

In summary, this chapter captures the relentless spirit of resilience among

the detainees, their deep emotional connections with each other, and the

complexities of navigating hope in a landscape riddled with despair.

Waddah's tragic fate becomes a powerful catalyst for collective action,

emphasizing the ongoing struggle for justice amidst a system built on

oppression.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


chapter 20: 

In Chapter Twenty, the narrator reflects on his time in Camp V Echo, a

 section of the prison filled with shipping containers, where he and other

detainees lived under harsh conditions but began to find ways to cope

through humor. Eager to leave behind the isolating punishment of solitary

confinement, the narrator awaited the transfer to Camp VI, where promised

improvements in conditions would take place. 

Despite the gloom of their incarceration, the atmosphere within Camp V

Echo shifted as the fighting with guards diminished. This created a shared

experience of boredom between the detainees and the guards. Interestingly,

Camp V Echo was one of the few blocks without surveillance cameras,

which allowed both parties to engage in more relaxed interactions. The

detainees began to play pranks on the younger and inexperienced guards,

who arrived with preconceived notions of their guilt and danger.

The narrator describes how they concocted elaborate, humorous myths to

frighten the new guards, such as claiming that they required a “bedtime

story” before sleeping. The block sergeant played along with the joke,

challenging the guards to read to the detainees as they settled in for the

night, leading to a surprising moment of camaraderie where everyone shared

a laugh as the guards read books aloud, revealing their shared humanity

amid the grim surroundings.
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Additionally, the chapter highlights the darker aspect of their humor through

the pranks played on new arrivals from Camp 4. These detainees, unfamiliar

with the more brutal reality of Camp V Echo, were subjected to cruel jokes

that mirrored their worst fears, such as being forced to sleep without clothes

at night, a practice designed to humiliate but also serve as a bizarre initiation

to their new environment. 

The reactions of the new brothers—confusion, panic, and eventually a

reluctant acceptance—underscored the ways in which fear and laughter

intertwined, helping to forge a bond among the detainees. Although their

experiences were brutal, the jokes acted as a coping mechanism, revealing

their shared plight and humanity amidst the horrific conditions. The chapter

concludes with the reminder that humor, even in its cruelest forms, served as

a means for these men to maintain their identities and connections to one

another despite the dehumanizing environment of the prison.
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chapter 21 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-One, the protagonist, Mansoor, begins a new chapter of

 his life as he is moved from the oppressive isolation of Camp V Echo to the

comparatively open environment of Camp VI. The transfer is marked by an

unexpected warmth from the Camp VI commander and staff, contrasting

sharply with the hostility he had endured for years. The commander

acknowledges the difficult past of the detainees and expresses a commitment

to improving relations, establishing a more amicable atmosphere. 

Once in Camp VI, Mansoor experiences an overwhelming sense of freedom

and joy as he reunites with fellow detainees, who are no longer shackled and

live in communal spaces. The environment is celebratory and vibrant, a

much-needed change from the brutality of solitary confinement. As he

explores his new surroundings, he is struck by the joy and simplicity of life

among the brothers, from shared meals to laughter in the recreation yard.

The scenic views and open skies trigger emotional memories and a

realization of how long he had been deprived of such basic freedoms.

Mansoor becomes aware of the challenges that come with communal living,

including the need for cooperation and negotiation among the detainees. He

finds himself advocating for shared activities, such as playing video games

and watching television, which initially face resistance but ultimately

become sources of joy and bonding. The introduction of video games,
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particularly Mario Bros., becomes a metaphor for their desire to escape their

harsh reality and find joy in small pleasures.

Throughout this newfound freedom, Mansoor is determined to educate

himself. He teams up with Omar, Khalid, and others to push for English

classes and better conditions. The camp staff's improvements—like friendly

guards and better food—provide a glimmer of hope, though Mansoor

acknowledges it as a tactic by the U.S. government to quell unrest among the

detainees. 

Mansoor struggles with the effects of his past, battling headaches and

difficulty focusing, yet he is motivated to learn English and prepare for a

future beyond Guantánamo. He takes the initiative to read and translate

materials, often borrowing resources wherever he can find them. Despite the

challenges, he becomes increasingly integrated into communal life, building

friendships and engaging in conversations that bring a sense of normalcy.

As Mansoor grapples with his past and reclaims agency over his life, his

relationship with Andy, his attorney, strengthens. Andy represents a beacon

of hope, understanding Mansoor's aspirations and encouraging him to

articulate his experiences through writing. Their meetings become a source

of nourishment for Mansoor's spirit, bridging his confinement with dreams

of a vibrant future and connection with the outside world.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Mansoor also meets Shasha, a fellow prisoner who becomes a pivotal figure

in his life. Shasha organizes English classes and helps create a makeshift

classroom that embodies their aspirations for learning and growth. As

Mansoor takes on leadership roles in group projects, he collaborates with

fellow detainees to draft a business plan for a sustainable cooperative farm,

symbolizing their shared dreams and the possibility of a fresh start after

Guantánamo.

The chapter concludes with Mansoor reflecting on the unique bond formed

with his fellow detainees, characterized by shared experiences and resilience.

The chapters of pain and isolation slowly transform into narratives of hope

and camaraderie, further enriched by small yet significant victories in

pursuing education, freedom, and a sense of control over their lives.

Through laughter, learning, and deepened friendships, Mansoor begins to

envision a life beyond the camp, filled with possibilities.
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chapter 22 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Two, the narrative explores a pivotal moment in the lives

 of detainees at Guantanamo Bay, particularly focusing on Moath, an

innovative prisoner who creatively builds "windows" inside his cell to

symbolize hope and freedom. These windows serve as a metaphor for the

longing for a life beyond the oppressive and windowless confines of Camp

VI. Moath's talent for creation is highlighted as he uses repurposed materials

like plastic bottles and cardboard, transforming not just his life but also

inspiring fellow inmates to engage in acts of creativity amidst the harsh

realities of their imprisonment.

As the chapter unfolds, it contrasts the grimness of Camp VI—characterized

by concrete walls and the absence of natural light—with the brothers’

endeavors to reclaim their humanity through art and communal living. The

guards, initially seen as oppressors, gradually become allies in their pursuit

of normalcy, allowing a significant relaxation of rules that permits the

detainees to express themselves more freely. This newfound camaraderie

fosters a spirit of resilience and hope among the prisoners, who begin to

redefine their existence through creative outlets, including writing, drawing,

and crafting intricate artworks.

The introduction of art classes led by Adam, an Iraqi teacher with a PhD,

plays a crucial role in this transformation. His encouragement and
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resourcefulness lead to the emergence of art as a vital form of expression,

allowing the brothers to depict their experiences and aspirations creatively.

Their collective efforts turn the starkness of their environment into a vibrant

display of self-identity, hope, and rebellion against their dehumanizing

situation.

Amidst these developments, the brothers engage in self-education, sharing

knowledge about topics ranging from journalism and cooking to love and

marriage. A "marriage class" led by an older inmate named Kareem offers an

avenue for exploring relationships and love—concepts that feel distant yet

profoundly desired. Through shared stories and playful banter, they restore

warmth and humanity to their lives, despite the walls confining them.

The chapter poeticizes their longing for freedom, illustrated through artistic

endeavors like Moath's windows and the communal library they build

together—a physical manifestation of their dreams and knowledge. The

narrative reveals how art and storytelling become powerful tools for

resistance and self-definition in a place designed to strip them of their

identities.

Ultimately, these creative expressions not only beautify their harsh

surroundings but also create a sense of community among the inmates,

allowing them to bond over shared experiences of suffering while dreaming

of a future filled with hope. The brothers emerge as resilient artists,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


reclaiming their narratives and identities through their artwork, forging a

path toward healing and potentially brighter horizons.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Three, the narrator reflects on the changing conditions at

 Guantánamo Bay as control switches from the navy to the army. This

transition stirs fear among the detainees, who have grown accustomed to a

slightly improved quality of life under naval authority since 2010. The shift

brings back the harsher realities of past experiences, as new army officials

impose stricter rules and erode the freedoms they had gained. Among the

new leadership is Colonel Bogdan, whose perspective is shaped by years in

Iraq, seeing the detainees as threats, which contrasts sharply with the navy's

approach that prioritized peace and engagement over control.

The detainees, aware of their precarious situation, watch as punitive

measures are reinstated—art supplies are confiscated, privileges are stripped

away, and old routines of harassment return. Despite these provocations,

they attempt to remain peaceful, mindful of the painful history under

previous army administrations. However, distress escalates when one of

their own, Adnan, is transferred to solitary confinement and subsequently

dies—supposedly by suicide, although doubts linger. This loss sparks

determination among the detainees to organize a hunger strike to protest

their dire conditions, as it has been their only means of getting attention

from the outside world.

As tensions rise, the narrator confronts army officers, seeking
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acknowledgment of their plight and imploring them to reconsider their

treatment. His protest draws some attention, and despite not changing their

circumstances significantly, it underscores the growing unrest within the

detainee population. Repeated harassment, searches, and strict regulations

lead to a unified response from the detainees, who choose hunger as their

form of peaceful resistance.

Their hunger strike garners media attention and support from family

members and legal representatives outside the prison. The camp

administration, feeling threatened, resorts to severe crackdowns, employing

violence and intimidation tactics to suppress dissent. The situation

intensifies, resulting in riots and brutal treatment from guards, leading to an

environment where survival becomes increasingly difficult.

Amidst the chaos, the narrator reflects on the devastating news from

home—his youngest brother and a beloved sister have both died, significant

losses that deepen his despair and sense of isolation. As he grapples with

grief, the struggle for survival at Guantánamo continues, leading to

force-feedings and further medical issues. Despite the suffering endured, the

narrator experiences a spiritual moment during a dream about Maryam,

bringing him renewed strength to persist.

Eventually, a negotiation around Ramadan leads to marginally improved

conditions, although much of the damage inflicted during the crackdown
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remains fresh in their memories. As talks of potential release and closure of

Guantánamo emerge, the detainees reflect on their journey, acknowledging

that while they have lost much, they have also gained a sliver of hope for

freedom. With this, some choose to end their hunger strike, looking forward

to a future where justice and release could become a reality.
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chapter 24: 

Chapter Twenty-Four Summary:

Shortly after Eid al-Fitr, celebrating the conclusion of Ramadan, the impact

of the hunger strike became evident when two brothers were released from

detention—an event marking the first in over two years. This development

sparked a renewed sense of hope among the detainees, suggesting that

tangible change was possible after more than a decade of struggle. I

remained in the BHU for months to recuperate from my hunger strike, while

some brothers opted to continue their protests, uncertain if the changes

heralded by the administration were genuine or fleeting.

Among the brothers, discussions about the upcoming Periodic Review

Boards (PRBs) circulated, prompting me to seek out Andy, my attorney.

Despite his previous encouragement to engage with any review process, his

silence over the months filled me with worry, especially hearing from others

that their attorneys had ceased communication without explanation. My

anxious thoughts spiraled—had I done something to offend him?

As I regained my strength, I was transferred to Camp Echo—a place

repurposed to separate us and mitigate collective protests. Here, life was

somewhat more comfortable within cottage-like cells. One day, news of an

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


FBI appointment reached me regarding the books I had penned during my

time in Camp VI. My drafts, which I had crafted painstakingly and

considered my life’s work, had been confiscated. Meeting with the FBI

agents only compounded my angst when they expressed interest in my

writings, yet I was left feeling their inquiries were superficial and insidious.

They seemed more intrigued by the connections I made rather than valuing

the stories themselves.

In Camp Echo, I developed friendships with the guards, leveraging my

ability to engage in conversation as a survival technique. One exchange with

a friendly guard revealed rumors about me being labeled as a leader of the

“055 Arab Brigade” associated with al-Qaeda—news to me and a label I had

never claimed. Meanwhile, interrogation sessions continued, with agents

seeking deeper psychological insights rather than actionable intelligence.

My connection to Andy was shattered when I received a call from Carlos,

his colleague. Andy had passed away several months prior, leaving me

shaken and grieving. The profound loss of a person who had believed in my

humanity and advocated for me was a devastating blow. I felt adrift without

his guidance, especially as discussions about PRBs intensified. Andy had

been instrumental in fostering my dreams of education and a life beyond

Guantánamo.

Determined to prepare for the PRBs, I diligently worked on my studies,
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getting closer to achieving my GED and developing my business plans

under the direction of Shasha, another brother in detention who encouraged

me in more ways than one. However, when seeking new legal

representation, I found myself confronted by yet another attorney who

couldn’t see past my label as a number or an accusation.

Then, a new and unsettling FBI appointment forced me into a stark

realization. Agents presented me with an ultimatum when they sought my

cooperation to testify against a figure related to al-Qaeda in exchange for a

new life—a lavish offer of safety and stability. Despite the allure of a chance

to escape my nightmare, I steadfastly refused to betray my principles by

testifying against someone I did not know nor could candidly identify. This

refusal underscored my desire to retain my integrity, cultivated over years in

the harshest of environments.

The pressure to capitulate weighed heavily, yet I remained resolute in

maintaining my moral compass, even amidst continued attempts from the

FBI to persuade me otherwise. Eventually, I was moved again—this time to

Camp V Delta—where I reunited with several brothers, returning to a

semblance of communal life, while continuing my struggle to preserve my

identity and values in the face of relentless adversity.
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chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Five, the author reflects on the toll that thirteen years of

 detention at Guantánamo has taken on both his body and mind, juxtaposing

bleak humor about their prolonged captivity with the harsh reality of

deteriorating health among many detainees. This chapter encapsulates the

struggle to retain memories and a sense of connection to life outside prison

walls, as well as the solace the narrator finds in the sea, which serves as a

poignant reminder of his childhood in Hudaydah. With its rhythm and

constancy, the sea provides a healing presence, evoking fond memories and

emotional bonds with his family, even as the reality of detainment lingers

painfully.

During an introspective moment while walking the yard, the narrator reflects

on a significant memory with his father—a hunting excursion where they

chose to spare a pregnant fox, a moment that encapsulates themes of

compassion and survival. This memory initiates a yearning for freedom and

reunion with his family, as he grapples with the reality of being detained

without justification.

The narrative shifts when the narrator has a vivid dream about a woman in a

navy uniform—a harbinger of change suggesting he is in line for a Periodic

Review Board (PRB) hearing. As anticipation builds in the spring of 2015,

hope surfaces as several detainees are cleared for release. Despite his
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optimism, the author remains cautious, skillfully dissecting a world that has

been both cruel and dehumanizing.

When the woman from his dream, a lieutenant colonel nicknamed Militia,

appears as his PR representative, there is an infusion of hope and sincerity.

The dynamics of their meeting reveal that, unlike traditional legal

proceedings, the PRB’s purpose is to evaluate the perceived threat the

detainee poses rather than address the legality of their detention. The author

expresses a sense of camaraderie with Militia, comparing her to a character

from *The Hunger Games*, suggesting an understanding of the twisted

game in which he finds himself navigating.

Soon, a highly regarded attorney named Beth Jacob agrees to represent him.

Her compassionate approach and firm stance instill confidence, and together

they create a powerful strategic narrative for the PRB regarding his

education and aspirations for a future outside of Guantánamo. The

collaboration allows him to articulate his metamorphosis from the person he

was when first detained into someone capable of contributing positively to

society.

As Aunt Beth tirelessly curates his case, collecting testimonials and

outstanding documentation to bolster his position, the significance of their

bond deepens. The author’s excitement grows as he discovers a video

message from his family, reaffirming their love and memories which help
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bolster his resolve for freedom. 

On the day of the PRB hearing, the author feels prepared and empowered

due to his supportive team. During the meeting, he presents himself

sincerely, showcasing his growth and aspirations. Following the

presentation, there is an anticipation for the decision, embodying both hope

and trepidation—a recurring theme reflective of his time in detention.

A month later, the author receives the extraordinary news that he has been

cleared for release, marking a pivotal moment filled with joy and the

realization that the journey, although fraught with challenges, may be

coming to an end. However, uncertainty looms regarding his resettlement,

especially given the tumultuous state of Yemen with its civil war. The author

grapples with the reality of possibly relocating to Serbia, a country with a

complicated history with Muslims.

Reflecting on his impending departure from Guantánamo, he says heartfelt

goodbyes to the brothers who supported him over the years, recognizing that

many will remain behind, trapped in the same cycle of despair he once

endured. As he boards a military transport plane bound for an uncertain

future, the author clings to hope while confronting the next chapter of his

life with resolve, ready to share the stories of his experiences and advocate

for a truthful narrative amid the ongoing injustices faced by those still

captive.
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