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About the book

Step into the world of Nikki Maxwell, an ordinary girl struggling to navigate

her teenage years in a not-so-ordinary way, in the humor-packed, delightful

series "Dork Diaries" by Rachel Renée Russell. With heartfelt anecdotes and

laugh-out-loud moments, Nikki chronicles her daily dilemmas in a diary

filled with witty quips and charming doodles. From dealing with friendship

woes, battling the queen bee of the school, to navigating the whirlwind of

crushes, Nikki offers a refreshingly honest glimpse into the life of an

endearing, relatable "dork"—proving that it's perfectly okay to embrace your

inner awkwardness and still shine. Get ready to dive into a roller coaster of

emotions, discovery, and adolescent hilarity that's sure to leave you smiling,

reminiscing, and eagerly flipping through pages to see what adventure Nikki

will encounter next.
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About the author

Rachel Renée Russell is an acclaimed American author best known for her

highly popular "Dork Diaries" series—a captivating collection of novels that

charmingly explore the comedic and often treacherous journey of teenage

life through the eyes of her relatable protagonist, Nikki Maxwell. Born on

December 11, 1949, in Saint Joseph, Michigan, Russell pursued her passion

for storytelling alongside a career in law. A graduate of Northwestern

University, her background as an attorney provided her with unique insights

into the dynamics of character development and narrative structuring, which

she adeptly channels into her writing. Ever the advocate for young girls

embracing their unique quirks, Russell's works continue to empower and

entertain millions of readers globally, distinguishing her as a pivotal voice in

contemporary children's literature. Her stories, celebrated for their humor,

heart, and unforgettable characters, have secured a special place in both the

hearts of young readers and on the shelves of countless homes.
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Chapter 1 Summary: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11

The narrator finds herself in a familiar predicament as she navigates the

 challenges of middle school life, particularly her ongoing rivalry with

MacKenzie Hollister, the school's reigning queen bee. MacKenzie, known

for her popularity and mean-spirited nature, incessantly undermines the

narrator's confidence by spreading rumors and making snide remarks about

her fashion sense. Despite these challenges, the narrator harbors a secret

crush on Brandon, a classmate who recently asked her to be his lab partner

in biology, sparking hope that he might invite her to the upcoming

Halloween dance.

Fueled by excitement and anxiety, the narrator endeavors to impress

Brandon with her academic prowess, only to embarrass herself by mistaking

lint for a scientific discovery. This incident seems to dampen her hopes of

attending the dance with Brandon, especially after overhearing MacKenzie

boast about potentially going with him as a couple themed after 'Twilight's'

Edward and Bella. The situation is further exacerbated by MacKenzie's coy

remark about buying lip gloss just for Brandon, causing the narrator to

retreat to the girls' bathroom for a moment of silent frustration and an

empowering scream.

Reflecting on middle school hardships, the narrator concludes that remaining

calm and managing personal issues with maturity is crucial, albeit
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challenging. Her private scream-fest becomes a therapeutic release in an

environment where emotional turmoil is a daily occurrence. This chapter

reveals the narrator's struggle to balance her aspirations for social acceptance

with the reality of adolescent rivalries, highlighting the universal experience

of navigating young teen life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Managing emotions amidst challenges

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 1 of "Dork Diaries" encapsulates the

importance of effectively managing your emotions, even in the face of

adolescent rivalries and social hurdles. As you journey through life's

ups and downs, you may find yourself entangled in situations that test

your confidence and remarkably, your patience. In these moments,

turning inward and permitting yourself to feel, just as the narrator does

with a private scream, can serve as a powerful medium for emotional

release and self-discovery. This silent outburst isn't just an expression

of frustration; it's an empowering reminder that internal challenges

require not confrontation, but introspection and growth. As you reflect

on how stress and social pressures impact you, embracing such

moments of emotional release could transform perceived

vulnerabilities into strengths, fueling resilience and maturity. Just like

the narrator, your ability to remain calm amidst chaos can lay the

groundwork for facing future adversities with renewed fortitude.
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Chapter 2 Summary: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

The events of Saturday, October 12, are a whirlwind of excitement and

 unexpected triumph for our protagonist, Nikki. She recently discovered that

her friends, Chloe and Zoey, as well as Brandon, entered her tattoo designs

into the school’s avant-garde art competition without informing her. To her

surprise and delight, she won first place, along with a $500 cash prize. This

unexpected victory also meant triumphing over MacKenzie, the school’s

talented but often antagonistic fashion illustrator, who had been confident of

her own win. MacKenzie's displeasure was evident, especially when she

sarcastically congratulated Nikki, masking her jealousy with a veneer of

politeness.

Initially, Nikki planned to spend the prize money on a new cell phone, but

she soon decided it would be wiser to save it for art camp, which aligns with

her dream of becoming a professional artist. Although she toyed with the

idea of sprucing up her drab locker, Nikki’s primary focus remained on her

artistic ambitions.

The awards banquet was a bustling affair attended by most of the school,

providing a lively backdrop for ongoing rivalries and friendships. When

Brandon, the school photographer and potential love interest, approached

Nikki to take her picture for the newspaper and yearbook, the moment was

both exhilarating and nerve-wracking for her. Chloe and Zoey, who are
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always by her side, added to the hilarity by making goofy faces behind

Brandon as he tried to snap the photo. Despite this distraction, Nikki

managed to endure and even enjoyed a brief, albeit awkward, moment alone

with Brandon in the atrium. It was clear to Nikki that they shared a mutual

attraction, as her heart raced with a mix of nervousness and excitement

during their conversation. However, this delicate moment was soon

interrupted by MacKenzie, who insistently sought Brandon's attention for

her own photo opportunity with her display.

As Nikki returned to the banquet, she was left pondering what Brandon had

intended to ask her before MacKenzie's interruption. The question lingered

in her mind, overshadowed by her frustration at herself for nervously

rambling about barbecue wing-dings. Nevertheless, Nikki concluded the day

with the assurance that Brandon’s photos of her turned out beautifully,

capturing more than just her image—they marked a day of personal victory

and growth.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Believing in Your Dreams

Critical Interpretation: In Nikki's story, the unexpected triumph of her

artwork underpins a pivotal lesson: believe in the power and potential

of your dreams, even when you least expect them to materialize. By

choosing to save her prize money for art camp over immediate

gratification, Nikki exemplifies the virtue of aligning resources with

long-term aspirations. This decision symbolizes a commitment to

nurturing one's talents and ambitions. Embrace your passions, invest

in your growth, and trust that even small victories can lead to

significant milestones. Your path may not always be straightforward,

but by staying focused on your dreams, you set yourself up for

extraordinary achievements.
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Chapter 3 Summary: SUNDAY, OCTOBER I3

The narrator is in a dreadful mood as she anticipates returning to school,

 feeling anxious about the upcoming dance and doubting anyone will ask her

to go. She whimsically wishes for a magic love potion that could make her

crush, Brandon, fall for her. Although she humorously considers the

possibility of such a potion as impractical, this highlights her insecurities

and yearning for acceptance.

Later in the day, her mom and little sister Brianna are decorating the house

for Halloween. Brianna, following their annual tradition, tries to scare the

family with a plastic spider, which her parents humorously indulge her in.

However, the narrator worries this could lead to embarrassing consequences

when Brianna starts middle school. She imagines her sister terrifying her

future classmates and fears needing to hide their familial connection.

Up in her room, the narrator is struggling to study for a French test,

particularly frustrated with the challenge of remembering masculine and

feminine nouns. Her concentration is interrupted when she mistakes a real

spider for Brianna's fake one, resulting in a startled reaction. Despite the

humorous misunderstanding, this mix-up does at least reinforce her memory

of the French word for spider, "araignée.” Yet, the stress of studying lingers

as she panics about failing the test due to confusion over the gender of

nouns. This blend of sibling antics and academic anxiety paints a portrait of
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a teen navigating everyday challenges with humor and vulnerability.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Imperfection and Humor

Critical Interpretation: Life can often feel like a series of daunting

challenges, whether preparing for a big event, like a school dance, or

tackling those tricky verb tables in your French class. In moments like

these, it's easy to feel overwhelmed, questioning your abilities and

fearing embarrassment. But, just like the Dork Diaries narrator, you

too can find inner strength by embracing your imperfections and the

humor in everyday mishaps. Let sibling antics and unexpected

mix-ups remind you that laughter can lighten even the most

nerve-wracking situations. This mindset not only helps you to

navigate through the present with more grace and resilience but also

builds the confidence to face future uncertainties head on. Remember,

it's perfectly okay to not have it all together, as long as you face the

world with a grin and the willingness to learn from each experience.
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Chapter 4: MONDAY, OCTOBER 14

On Monday, October 14th, the day at school started with an unexpected note

 on Nikki's locker from her friends, Chloe and Zoey. It revealed their secret

meeting spot in the janitor's closet for discussing highly confidential

personal matters. As Nikki joined her excited friends, they revealed their

plan to attend the upcoming Halloween dance. To Nikki’s surprise, Chloe

and Zoey had devised a scheme to make it seem like they had dates with

members of the band performing at the dance.

The plan was simple yet risky: they would volunteer for the dance clean-up

crew, arrive early to change into costumes, and spread a rumor that the three

cutest guys in the band were their dates. While the band played all night,

Nikki, Chloe, and Zoey planned to enjoy the evening together, letting others

believe they had impressive dates.

Nikki was skeptical about the plan, concerned it might backfire and damage

their already low positions on the WCD CCP Popularity Index—a fictitious

ranking of the least popular students at their school. She humorously

suggested they could dress as bags of trash as a pun on their clean-up crew

duties, using garbage bags stuffed with newspaper and accessorized with

yellow rubber gloves. This idea, met with quick rejection from Chloe and

Zoey, humorously highlighted Nikki's sarcastic perspective on their

predicament.
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Despite her reservations, Nikki decided to support her friends. She signed up

for the clean-up crew to ensure they could attend the dance together,

sacrificing her own pride for their friendship. As they reviewed the sign-up

sheets outside the office, it became clear the role of the chairperson for the

Halloween dance committees was still open, with many students having

withdrawn their names. Nikki hoped fervently for a suitable candidate like

Violet Baker or Theodore L. Swagmire III, fearing the wrong person could

make the event a nightmare.

This chapter highlights the dynamics of teenage friendship and the lengths to

which Nikki is willing to go to ensure her friends are happy, even risking

social embarrassment at a critical school event.
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Chapter 5 Summary: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15

In the diary entry from Tuesday, October 15, the protagonist enthusiastically

 shares her love for her role as a library shelving assistant (LSA) during fifth

hour with her friends Chloe and Zoey. Contrary to the stereotype of libraries

being dull and quiet, she finds the tasks enjoyable, including shelving books,

answering calls, distributing new magazines, and issuing bathroom passes

under the guidance of their kindly librarian, Mrs. Peach. Mrs. Peach even

bakes them delicious double chocolate chip cookies.

Her day takes a turn when Mrs. Peach hands her a note directing her to the

office, where she finds her parents waiting. They unexpectedly take her out

of school early to attend the funeral of Mr. Wilbur Roach, a local

businessman connected to the extermination industry. Despite never having

met him, her parents decide to attend due to her father's connections in the

field.

The journey is uncomfortable for her as she endures her dad's repetitive Pure

Disco 3 CD, particularly the song "Shake Your Groove Thing," playing on

loop, which drives her to the brink of exasperation. At the funeral, she

suffers from exceptionally loud hiccups, which draw disapproving glances

from her mother and frustrate Mr. Hubert Dinkle, the eulogist and Mr.

Roach’s best friend. In an amusing yet awkward incident, Mr. Dinkle

interrupts his eulogy and, in an effort to silence her hiccups, makes her drink
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a big glass of water in front of the attendees. This unexpected remedy

miraculously cures her hiccups.

The protagonist reflects on the peculiar experience, expressing relief that her

parents are unlikely to take her to another funeral soon. She humorously

worries about the possibility of encountering Mr. Dinkle again, perhaps at a

church event where he plays the organ part-time, fearing further awkward

interactions. Overall, her diary captures a blend of humor and mild

adolescent drama amidst the somber occasion.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Finding joy in unexpected places

Critical Interpretation: In the seemingly mundane role of a library

shelving assistant, you can learn to find joy and sense of purpose in

the smallest of tasks. Embrace this perspective as it encourages you to

view your responsibilities through a lens of enthusiasm and

fulfillment, regardless of how dull they might seem. The protagonist's

experience illustrates how embracing unexpected roles can lead to

enriching experiences, new friendships, and moments of genuine

happiness. By engaging wholeheartedly with any task, as she does,

you might often find unexpected rewards, warm connections, and even

a batch of delicious cookies from a kind-hearted mentor.
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Chapter 6 Summary: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16

On Wednesday, October 16, the day began with unexpected hilarity in

 Nikki's household. Her mom, attempting a morning of self-care inspired by

a TV show, donned an oatmeal face mask and cucumber slices while

meditating with the lights off. However, her meditative state resembled more

of a nap. The tranquility was shattered when Nikki's dad entered, turning on

the lights and encountering what he perceived as a bizarre creature. His

high-pitched scream of terror at the sight of the oatmeal-crusted,

cucumber-eyed "zombie" spurred a comedic chain reaction. The chaos

escalated as Mom woke up, equally startled, clinging to Dad, which only

intensified his panic. The scene was so absurd that Nikki wished she had

captured it on video, imagining it going viral and leading to a reality TV

offer.

Later at school, Nikki's day took a dour turn with the announcement that

MacKenzie had been appointed chairperson for the Halloween dance

committee. Known for her dramatic flair and tendency to cultivate drama,

MacKenzie made a grand display, complete with a special outfit, tiara, and

roses, requesting everyone address her as "Miss Chairperson." She held an

emergency meeting, ostensibly to share her "visionary" plans for the dance,

which included an unsolicited birthday party invitation. MacKenzie's

thinly-veiled jab at Nikki and her friends as "socially challenged"

highlighted tensions.
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MacKenzie structured the committees for the dance, relegating Nikki, Chloe,

Zoey, and others to a clean-up crew that she deemed unworthy of meetings.

She designed an absurd "uniform" for the clean-up crew, a bizarre mix of a

spacesuit and flannel underwear with cumbersome platform boots,

seemingly to embarrass them. Nikki recognized MacKenzie's ploy for what

it was—a public humiliation tactic. While Chloe and Zoey were somewhat

appeased by the chance to attend the dance, hoping the uniforms might look

better in reality, Nikki remained adamantly opposed.

Nikki’s frustration with the entire ordeal, including the wasteful meeting

when she could have been attempting to digest her unappetizing school

lunch, left her simmering with resentment toward MacKenzie and her

unnecessary theatrics.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Humor in Diffusing Stressful Situations

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, the chaotic, yet hilarious

morning at Nikki's home is a lesson in seeing the lighter side of

unexpected situations. Life can often throw bizarre or challenging

events your way, like Nikki's dad's panic-stricken encounter with his

masked wife mistaken for a 'zombie.' Instead of letting the moment

spiral into pure chaos or stress, the unintended comedy transformed

the situation into one of humor and family bonding. In your daily life,

embracing a sense of humor and recognizing the absurdity in

unexpected challenges can foster resilience and ease tension. By

finding laughter even in chaos, you cultivate an environment of

positivity and connection, encouraging a mindset that looks for

solutions rather than focusing on the negativity. Allow yourself to

laugh, and watch how humor can turn mishaps into memorable and

joyful moments.
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Chapter 7 Summary: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17

On Thursday, October 17, the protagonist, reluctantly, attended her younger

 sister Brianna's ballet recital. Brianna, much like her elder sister, wasn't

fond of ballet. In fact, Brianna despised the idea, wishing instead to pursue

karate. Their mom, however, had cherished dreams of her daughters

becoming ballerinas, a dream rooted in her own unfulfilled childhood

aspirations.

When the narrator was younger, she too was enrolled in ballet but quickly

pivoted to a more contemporary style of dance, inspired by MTV. Her

rebellion led to her being dismissed from ballet lessons, leaving their mom

disappointed. Similarly, Brianna was not favored by Madame FuFu, the

ballet instructor, mainly due to her disruptive behavior. Brianna's

mischievous spirit extended to vandalizing ballet school property and

blaming her imaginary friend, Miss Penelope—a character she created out of

her own hand.

During the recital, Brianna froze on stage in the last number, "Fairies and

Flower Friends Have Fabulous Fun." Her stage fright was a consequence of

a harmless jest by the narrator, who once terrified Brianna by fabricating a

story about the tooth fairy using children’s teeth for making dentures for the

elderly.
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After the recital, Mrs. Clarissa Hargrove, a fellow ballet mom, invited

Brianna to a Halloween party at the Westchester Zoo. Surprisingly, she also

approached the narrator to offer a job painting faces at the party, impressed

by her artistic skills as attested by her niece, a fellow student at WCD. In a

serendipitous turn, the narrator was offered $150 for her services, which she

eagerly accepted as it paved the way for her to purchase a cell phone she's

been wanting. This opportunity also provided her an escape from the

obligatory clean-up duties after the Halloween dance at school and

sidestepped a convoluted scheme concocted with her friends Chloe and Zoey

about fictitious dates.

As the chapter concludes, the protagonist reflects on her unexpected

windfall, facilitated by Mrs. Hargrove, and anticipates the arrival of the art

supplies she'll use for the upcoming party.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Seizing Unexpected Opportunities

Critical Interpretation: You might not be thrilled about attending a

seemingly mundane event or activity, just like attending Brianna's

ballet recital. Yet, remaining open to unforeseen opportunities can lead

to remarkable rewards. Imagine yourself in the shoes of the narrator:

reluctant at the start, but then unexpectedly offered a chance to

showcase your unique skills, ultimately earning something that aligns

with your dreams — like purchasing that coveted cell phone. Embrace

those moments, for you never know when a serendipitous encounter

might present an opportunity to earn, grow, or achieve something

meaningful in your life. This chapter reminds you that sometimes,

open minds lead to unexpected, yet fruitful, endeavors.
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Chapter 8: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18

On Friday, October 18th, Nikki is consumed with curiosity over what

 Brandon, a classmate she has a crush on, wanted to ask her at an awards

banquet. Despite rumors, spurred by the school's gossip queen, MacKenzie,

that Brandon has a date for the Halloween dance, Nikki hopes he wants to

interview her about her recent art show win. However, their interactions

remain brief and awkward, especially with MacKenzie's constant

interference in class, trying to flirt with Brandon whenever she's nearby.

Nikki discusses her dilemma with her best friends, Chloe and Zoey. Chloe

recommends that Nikki just ask Brandon directly what he wanted, but Nikki

finds this challenging due to MacKenzie's interference. Zoey then shares that

she overheard MacKenzie boasting about Brandon covering her birthday

party for the school newspaper, suggesting that Nikki use the opportunity to

talk to him there. Nikki is initially horrified at the thought of attending

MacKenzie's party alone, but is relieved when Chloe and Zoey volunteer to

accompany her, ostensibly for moral support, though they also have ulterior

motives involving their own crushes attending the party.

Needing a suitable outfit, Nikki decides to use her prize money from the art

show to buy a glamorous dress for the party. Her mother agrees to take her

shopping at the mall, a departure from their usual trips to discount stores.

After trying on numerous dresses that don’t quite suit her style, Nikki finally
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spots the perfect dress on a mannequin. Encountering a dismissive sales

clerk unwilling to help, Nikki takes matters into her own hands by sneaking

into the window display to retrieve the dress herself. This turns into a

comedic ordeal when she accidentally knocks over the mannequin, causing

commotion in the store and alarming the onlookers. Eventually, she manages

to purchase the dress and escape the store without further incident, resolving

never to return to that particular department store.

This quirky adventure wraps up with Nikki readying for the party, hopeful

about finally getting a chance to speak with Brandon and amused by the

lengths she's gone to in pursuit of her goal. The chapter effectively

intertwines themes of adolescent crushes, friendship, and the hilarities of

navigating teenage life.
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Chapter 9 Summary: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

On Saturday, October 19, an unexpected turn of events at MacKenzie's

 lavish party leaves Nikki feeling humiliated and upset. MacKenzie throws

an extravagant celebration at a country club, reminiscent of a grand "My

SuperSweet 16" event, complete with high-end facilities like a dance club, a

private chef, and a Starbucks barista. Dressed like celebrities, Chloe, Zoey,

and Nikki feel out of place among the cool and popular (CCP) kids.

Despite their insecurities, the night takes a positive turn when Jason and

Ryan ask Chloe and Zoey to dance, leaving Nikki to explore a massive

chocolate fountain. However, the situation quickly deteriorates as

MacKenzie and Jessica, known for their mean antics, approach Nikki.

Jessica causes a mess by knocking her plate into the chocolate fountain,

covering Nikki in chocolate and ruining her designer dress. Their laughter at

her expense makes it clear that Nikki was invited to be publicly humiliated.

Feeling betrayed and foolish for wanting to talk to her crush, Brandon, Nikki

decides to leave without informing Chloe and Zoey, who are having a

wonderful time on the dance floor. However, as she waits for her parents

outside, Brandon appears, trying to talk to her about the newspaper photos

he's been taking. Embarrassed and feeling defeated, Nikki brushes him off

and leaves, only to later regret hurting someone she genuinely cares about. 
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Reflecting on the night, Nikki feels like the most unpopular and cruel

person, confused about her emotions and the social complexities she faces.

This incident becomes another dreary day in the challenging life of a middle

school girl trying to navigate the treacherous waters of popularity and

friendship.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the Face of Humiliation

Critical Interpretation: This chapter vividly portrays a turning point

where one must grapple with unexpected public embarrassment, a

situation many fear. Instead of succumbing to despair, the situation

encourages you to embrace resilience. While Nikki experiences a

moment of humiliation and self-doubt, the real inspiration lies in how

you can learn from such moments. Life will inevitably present

situations where things go awry, or others try to bring you down. In

these times, like Nikki, you can choose to rise above the negativity.

Overcoming setbacks offers a chance to grow stronger and cultivate

strength, empathy, and humility. Through resilience, you forge a path

to personal growth, embracing and learning from every stumble along

the way. This ability to recover and persevere not only refines your

character but also deepens your understanding of yourself and those

around you, turning challenges into opportunities for profound

self-improvement.
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Chapter 10 Summary: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20

The protagonist's Sunday morning begins with a brief moment of peace

 before the unsettling memories of MacKenzie's disastrous party resurface,

leaving her distressed and seeking solitude. Despite a flood of phone

messages from her friends Chloe and Zoey, she avoids reaching out,

overwhelmed by the recent turmoil created by MacKenzie and her friend

Jessica at the party, which involved ruining her dress.

As she navigates her morning, her mother arrives with a surprise—a

discovery from the attic. Apparently, her father found a box containing her

mother's vintage Shakespearean costumes from college. She is particularly

captivated by the stunning Juliet costume, made of rich purple velvet

adorned with gold trim, along with accessories like a wig and a decorative

eye mask that gives the impression of regal elegance. However, despite her

love for the costume, she's still shell-shocked from the night before and can't

fathom attending another party, especially not the upcoming Halloween

dance at school.

Instead, to avoid more potentially distressing social situations, she plans to

fulfill her obligation at her younger sister Brianna's ballet party, a job she

took to earn some extra cash. She doubts any complications could arise at an

event for six-year-olds and resigns herself to spending Halloween sulking

quietly in her room afterward. Her main concern is whether her withdrawal
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from social events might cost her the friendship of Chloe and Zoey, her

closest confidantes.

Additionally, she can't escape the dread of facing Brandon, a boy from her

biology class, the following day. She believes her behavior at the party

likely damaged her relationship with him, causing her to fear he now harbors

negative feelings toward her. This worry compounds her emotional turmoil,

making the intricacies of friendship and personal relationships feel

overwhelmingly complex.

Amidst these challenges, she finds herself longing for the simplicity of life

before all the drama and wishing she could return to that care-free state, all

while dealing with the pressures of peer relationships and personal

insecurities.
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Chapter 11 Summary: MONDAY, OCTOBER 21

On Monday, October 21st, tensions are running high for the protagonist,

 who finds herself under scrutiny from MacKenzie and her sidekick, Jessica.

The root of this animosity stems from an incident at MacKenzie’s birthday

party, where a misunderstanding with a chocolate fountain spiraled into a

rumor. The protagonist is accused of deliberately causing chaos to thwart

MacKenzie’s chance to go to a dance with Brandon, a boy both girls have an

interest in.

The protagonist is frustrated with the situation, especially since it was an

accident with Jessica knocking her plate that led to the mishap. Although

she's at odds with MacKenzie, she insists she’d never sabotage her party out

of spite. Guilt-ridden and feeling isolated, she hasn't confided in her friends

Chloe and Zoey about these events, partly out of confusion about her

feelings for Brandon.

Upon learning about the situation, Chloe and Zoey offer solidarity instead of

blame. They express anger towards MacKenzie and Jessica for bullying and

express regret for not being there for their friend. This compassion moves

the protagonist deeply, leading to an emotional moment of shared tears.

Chloe proposes that they resign from their roles as the clean-up crew for the

upcoming Halloween dance, a decision symbolizing their refusal to tolerate
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MacKenzie and Jessica's antics any longer. By doing so, Chloe and Zoey

sacrifice their plan to attend the dance, showing immense loyalty to their

friend.

The girls draft a resignation letter for the dance committee, of which Jessica

is a crucial member. When they hand the letter to her, Jessica misinterprets

it, thinking it's an apology to MacKenzie. This misunderstanding promises

to spark further drama, especially given MacKenzie's predisposition to

create chaos.

Meanwhile, the protagonist is troubled by Brandon’s aloof behavior in

biology class, suspecting that the fallout from the party has impacted her

relationship with him too. Feeling overwhelmed by the day's events, she

resigns to the idea that a significant part of her social world is upset with her.

The narrative concludes with a note of defiance and resignation as the

protagonist braces herself for more drama and contemplates the emotional

toll of her situation.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 12: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22

On Tuesday, October 22, the students started a gymnastics unit in gym class.

 While Chloe and Zoey were placed in the intermediate group due to their

proficiency, the narrator found herself in the beginner group, tasked with

mastering the "fundamental skills," primarily focusing on "not falling off"

the equipment. With surprising speed and determination, she made notable

progress, earning a commendable B+ from the gym teacher and developing

newfound respect for gymnasts.

During this period, MacKenzie, a recurring antagonist known for her

dramatic flair, informed the narrator, Chloe, and Zoey about a mandatory

emergency meeting, ostensibly to approve the resignations of some

committee members. Secretly pleased at the thought of quitting, the group

skipped lunch to attend. 

The meeting took an unexpected turn when MacKenzie announced her

resignation as the dance chairperson due to a recent incident she blamed on

an unnamed individual. This prompted a mass resignation domino effect,

with members from all committees—set-up, food, entertainment, publicity,

and decoration—quitting one after the other. 

MacKenzie dramatically approved all resignations, including her own,

specificallky eyeing the clean-up crew, which included the narrator and her
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friends. Slyly, MacKenzie declared them the new Halloween dance

committee and left them with the responsibility of organizing it or facing the

school's disappointment if cancelled.

Left in shock, the narrator realized that news of the committee upheaval had

spread rapidly through the school. Students were skeptical, believing that the

clean-up crew, known disparagingly as a group of "dorks," couldn't handle

the task of organizing the major social event of the semester. Their doubts

left the narrator and her friends with a daunting challenge ahead.
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Chapter 13 Summary: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23

Summary of Wednesday, October 23:

The protagonist spends a restless night plagued by nightmares, symbolizing

her anxiety over upcoming events. The nightmare involves her melting away

at a Halloween party, reflecting her feelings of vulnerability and

embarrassment.

In the morning, she attends an emergency meeting of the school clean-up

crew in the library to discuss whether to cancel the Halloween dance due to

internal conflicts. During her wait, she has a surprising encounter with

Brandon, a fellow student who had been distant recently. Their discussion

reveals that MacKenzie, a manipulative and popular girl at school, has

resigned from the dance committee and taken most members with her,

threatening to cancel the dance unless Brandon agreed to be her date. 

However, Brandon reveals that he turned down MacKenzie's proposal,

surprising the protagonist, as no one typically says no to MacKenzie. This

revelation exposes MacKenzie's scheme to cancel the dance unless she got

her way, intending to place the blame on others. Brandon encourages the

protagonist not to let MacKenzie win by canceling the event. 
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Unexpectedly, Brandon asks the protagonist to the dance, much to her

delight and disbelief. Her spirits lifted, she gathers with her friends Chloe,

Zoey, Violet, and Theo for the meeting. They collectively resolve not to let

MacKenzie's manipulative plans succeed, determined to host the best

Halloween dance ever.

Despite the protagonist's busy schedule, juggling commitments like the

ballet class party, dance committee duties, and band-related activities, she is

confident that everything will fall into place. Inspired by the seemingly

impossible social lives of Hollywood party girls, she is determined to

embrace her newfound social status, transitioning from "socially challenged"

to "socially chic."
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Chapter 14 Summary: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24

In this chapter, the protagonist details a day filled with responsibilities and

 unexpected challenges. Mrs. Peach, the librarian, graciously allows a group

of students to use the library every morning to organize the upcoming

Halloween dance. The narrator is elected as the chairperson, making them

the main organizer and problem-solver for the event. Violet, Zoey, Chloe,

and Theo join the committee, each taking on a specific role like

entertainment, set-up, decorations, and clean-up, but the group still needs

more volunteers.

To remedy the lack of manpower, the narrator cleverly places a signup sheet

outside the office in hopes of recruiting more helpers and suggests that each

committee member enlist a friend. Their efforts bring in at least one new

volunteer, Jenny Chen. Meanwhile, Brandon, a friend and potential romantic

interest, drops by to take photos for the yearbook. The narrator is excited to

share with Chloe and Zoey that Brandon has asked them to the dance,

hinting at a budding relationship.

However, the mood shifts when Chloe and Zoey see their crushes, Jason and

Ryan, openly flirting with two popular cheerleaders. This confirms they

won't be accompanying Chloe and Zoey to the dance, leaving the narrator's

friends heartbroken. Seeing their distress, the narrator decides against

sharing their own good news about Brandon, choosing to support their
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friends instead.

Simultaneously juggling school commitments, the narrator realizes they

have completely forgotten about a geometry test scheduled for the same day

due to their preoccupation with the dance planning. Despite initial panic,

they manage to finish the test, feeling momentarily like a "math genius," but

are dismayed when it returns covered in red ink, signaling many mistakes.

The narrator recounts a previous experience tutoring sixth graders in math,

which they initially pursued for extra income, visualizing extravagant

purchases like an iPhone and a personal helicopter to outshine MacKenzie, a

popular student. However, complaints about their tutoring skills force them

to resign and return the money, amusingly recognizing their allergy to

"angry mobs."

The chapter ends with the narrator nervously anticipating their parents'

reaction to their poor geometry test result, relieved that their teacher will

drop the lowest test score of the semester. Nonetheless, they are anxious

about the impending parental disappointment. Throughout, the chapter

adeptly blends humor, teenage drama, and the complexities of maintaining

friendships amidst personal triumphs and failures.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 15 Summary: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25

On Friday, October 25, the protagonist is exasperated with MacKenzie

 Hollister, who disrupted the school dance plans by abruptly quitting her

position, leaving everything in chaos. MacKenzie, a notable figure in the

popular group known as the CCPs, had previously organized the dance at an

elite country club, using the influence and financial backing of CCP parents.

However, once involvement from the CCPs was withdrawn, the dance

reservation was canceled, leaving the planning committee without a venue.

During a morning meeting, Zoey, a fellow committee member, reports the

bleak situation to the group. Attempts to use the school gym or cafeteria

failed due to other engagements: a UNICEF fundraiser in the cafeteria and

scheduled floor maintenance in the gym. Without a location or funds, Zoey

reports that prospects for a dance seem impossible.

Violet, responsible for entertainment, follows with more bad news. The band

originally booked was also canceled, and despite getting a refund, they can't

find another band available or willing to perform for free. The same held

true for decorations and food, with cancellations managed by MacKenzie,

ensuring no resources or budget remain for the event.

As the chairperson of the Halloween dance, the protagonist feels the weight

of the failed event, ultimately leading to the unanimous decision to cancel
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the dance. This decision brings a sense of disappointment and self-blame for

letting down the entire school, despite the circumstances being out of their

control.

The protagonist faces the unenviable task of announcing the cancellation to

the student body, a duty they dread, knowing it will affect their popularity.

After school, tasked with doing chores, the protagonist reluctantly partners

with their younger sister, Brianna, to clear leaves in their backyard.

Frustration mounts as Brianna provides no meaningful help, resulting in a

mess and tangled hair for the protagonist.

This frustrating series of events leads the protagonist to wish they didn't

have to share chores—and their daily struggles—with a sibling, reflecting on

the complexities and annoyances of family responsibilities.
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Chapter 16: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

On Saturday, October 26th, our protagonist Nikki is dealing with a

 particularly rough day, underscored by a terrible headache and a deep sense

of depression. The Halloween dance she had hoped for seems unlikely, and

she feels weighed down by more pressing concerns, particularly her sister

Brianna's increasingly disruptive fairy phobia. This fear has been troubling

Brianna to the extent that she has Nikki accompanying her every night to the

bathroom due to being afraid of fairies. 

Although it's Brianna's wake-up tactics that are driving Nikki to the brink,

she devises a plan to rid her sister's fear by creating a homemade fairy

repellent. This concoction, made from spring water, vinegar, tuna fish oil,

sardine oil, garlic, and onion powder, is more an impromptu hoax than a

legitimate solution, designed to convince Brianna that it will keep the tooth

fairy at bay.

The repellent, stored in a spray bottle, gives off an overpowering stench

likened to a dead walrus on a hot day in Phoenix. Despite Nikki's theatrics

complete with protective gear—a plastic diving mask and a

snorkel—designed to look as convincing as possible, Brianna is still hesitant

and fears reprisal from the tooth fairy, recalling an incident when their father

was swarmed by wasps after using a spray.
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As Nikki fumigates Brianna's room with the homemade potion, the situation

escalates when Brianna begins pulling out everything from under her bed

and from her closet to ensure a thorough spraying. Just as Nikki drains the

last of the liquid, they are interrupted by the arrival of their parents, who are

less than pleased with the state of Brianna’s room and the potent aroma of

sardine and vinegar permeating the air. 

Caught off guard in her diving mask and snorkel, Nikki awkwardly attempts

to play it cool, using her deep-Darth-Vader-esque breath to humor her

parents with a joke. Luckily, they laugh and Nikki fabricates a story about

testing a homemade insect repellent for an extra credit project in gym class.

Brianna supports the charade, ensuring their parents remain oblivious to the

real impetus behind the ruse—the tooth fairy trouble.

Gratefully, Nikki muses on the hope that Brianna's fear has finally been

quelled and looks forward to regaining her uninterrupted sleep, no longer

worrying about the bizarre prospect of waking up to find one of her eyes

detached.
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Chapter 17 Summary: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27

In the early morning hours of Sunday, October 27, our protagonist, Nikki,

 finds herself utterly exhausted, yet unable to sleep due to an unexpected

visit from Mrs. Hargrove. She brings face-painting supplies and hands Nikki

a "super cute costume" for a Halloween party planned for a ballet class.

Nikki’s immediate wariness about the costume stems from learning that the

gift was arranged by MacKenzie Hollister—her "good locker neighbor" and

not-so-friendly schoolmate.

MacKenzie, known for her disdainful attitude toward Nikki, had once

compared Nikki's art to "poodle vomit." Thus, Nikki is highly suspicious of

the gesture. Her fears are confirmed when she opens a garbage bag to find a

hideous, foul-smelling rat costume, suggesting MacKenzie's conspiring

intent.

Feeling both insulted and despairing, Nikki laments her fate of potentially

missing out on her school's Halloween dance while being stuck at the

Westchester Petting Zoo, entertaining children in the garish costume. Just

when Nikki begins to wallow in self-pity, inspiration strikes. She realizes

she can turn this situation around by organizing an alternative, memorable

Halloween dance.

Nikki quickly takes to the internet and finds a local haunted house open on
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Sundays. Seizing the opportunity, she phones the manager and pitches her

plan. Although she must navigate some skepticism, she succeeds in

involving Principal Winston in a three-way conference call to discuss the

impromptu event. With some persuasive arguments and coordination, Nikki

secures the principal's blessing to hold the Halloween dance at the haunted

house, effectively saving the day.

Thrilled by this turn of events, Nikki can't contain her excitement,

announcing an emergency dance committee meeting via email to finalize

plans. She spends the remaining hours fueled by adrenaline and snacks from

the fridge, enthusiastically preparing to execute her vision for a

one-of-a-kind, spooktacular Halloween celebration.
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Chapter 18 Summary: MONDAY, OCTOBER 28

The diary entry from Monday, October 28, captures the excitement and

 chaos surrounding the preparations for a Halloween dance at a local school.

The narrator, exhausted but happy, has been overwhelmed with the response

to the event they are organizing. It's set to take place at the biggest haunted

house in the city, hosted by the Westchester Zoo as part of their annual "Boo

at the Zoo" event. The school community is buzzing with excitement, and so

many students are eager to help that extra volunteer sign-up sheets were

necessary.

During a morning meeting, different students reported on their progress in

organizing the event. Zoey shared that the zoo was offering the venue for

free and set-up was planned for the afternoon of Halloween. Chloe

mentioned that art classes were making Halloween decorations for extra

credit, while the math club was providing pumpkins for carving using

geometric patterns. Violet, although unable to find a free band, offered her

extensive music collection to create a playlist and serve as DJ. Theo and

some jazz band members volunteered to perform for free, eager to gain

experience playing for a live audience. Jenny secured contributions from the

home economics classes, which included baking treats, while local

businesses were donating food and drinks.

The narrator is thrilled that everything is coming together smoothly, though
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still undecided on a Halloween costume. Chloe and Zoey were unimpressed

with an earlier idea, prompting the narrator to choose a Juliet costume from

their mother. Zoe plans to dress as Beyoncé and sign autographs, leveraging

her resemblance to the star, while Chloe wants to channel her favorite

character, Sasha Silver, from a book series. Meanwhile, Brandon, whom the

narrator secretly hopes to impress, plans to dress as one of the Three

Musketeers.

The narrator is torn about whether to share that Brandon has asked them to

the dance, fearing he'd change his mind, which would be humiliating.

Despite the dance excitement, there's a little disappointment about not

having time for the traditional fun of trick-or-treating with Brianna. A

nostalgic memory resurfaces about dealing with a neighborhood bully,

reminding the narrator of a sweet revenge involving a harmless Halloween

prank that ensured the bully never stole candy again.

Overall, the excitement of organizing a big event, the hidden hopes around

attending with Brandon, and cherished Halloween memories create a

whirlwind of emotions for the narrator as they prepare to experience a

memorable Halloween night.
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Chapter 19 Summary: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29

In this chapter, the protagonist finds herself in a chaotic situation just days

 before a Halloween dance. Her scream of frustration reflects the tangled

mess of commitments she has inadvertently made. The day takes an

unexpected turn when her best friends, Chloe and Zoey, invite her to the

janitor's closet to reveal their Halloween costumes. Instead of the expected

individual costumes—a Beyoncé outfit and a Canterwood Crest riding

costume—they present identical trash bag costumes. This is a homage to an

earlier suggestion by the protagonist that was initially deemed lame—a

gesture that highlights the friends' appreciation and gratitude for her role in

organizing the dance despite their initial reservations. Touched by their

selflessness, she battles with the guilt of keeping a secret from them.

The protagonist had been planning to reveal to Chloe and Zoey that

Brandon, the boy she likes, had asked her to the dance. Her dream involves

wearing a romantic Juliet costume and spending the night with him.

However, she hesitates, torn between her desire to enjoy the dance with

Brandon and her obligation to her friends who made sacrifices for her sake.

Caught in the dilemma, she starts to confess the truth to Chloe and

Zoey—that she can't wear the trash bag costume or hang out with them

during the dance because she plans to be with Brandon. The shock on her

friends' faces causes her to panic and quickly amend her statement with a
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joke about needing additional costume accessories like wigs and gloves,

suggesting a compromise that preserves everyone's feelings. The ruse lifts

their spirits, but the protagonist is left internally conflicted and overwhelmed

by the mounting commitments she faces for Thursday evening.

The chapter concludes with the protagonist alone in her room, screaming

into her pillow, contemplating the impending disaster. She realizes that on

Thursday, she'll have to manage wearing a rat costume for a ballet

performance, a Juliet costume for her date with Brandon, and the trash bag

costume to accompany Chloe and Zoey—impossible tasks to juggle

simultaneously. Faced with the predicament, she jokingly considers calling

in sick with the bubonic plague to escape the chaos.
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Chapter 20: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30

Wednesday, October 30th

This morning, breakfast was utterly unappetizing. My mom recently put my

dad on a diet, but he's been sneaking food at night. The evidence? He forgets

to put snacks like cookies and milk back in the fridge, and I have to deal

with sour milk in my Fruit Pebbles—something I absolutely can't stand. If

this continues, I'll have to chat with Mom about it. Marriage is supposed to

be based on love, trust, and respect, and Dad's midnight snacking shouldn't

lead to spoiled food that will starve me!

Today, I'm grappling with a moral dilemma. I feel terrible because I'm

withholding important information from my friends, Brandon, Chloe, and

Zoey. They're unaware that I'm supposed to be helping out at the ballet class

party during the dance. Nor do Chloe and Zoey know that I'm expected to be

Brandon's date to the dance. Brandon, on the other hand, doesn't know I'm

supposed to hang out with Chloe and Zoey all night—not as a date, but more

like a backup plan.

I'm caught in a web of trying to please everyone and avoid disappointment. I

fear that if I confess the truth, all three will be upset with me. Secretly trying

to make this work could be a disaster, but honesty has its risks too. I don't
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want to be sneaky like Mackenzie, who has a reputation for being a

two-faced troublemaker. Yet, the pressure is mounting, and I'm questioning

if I'm becoming just that.
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Chapter 21 Summary: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3I

In this exhilarating chapter from Rachel Renée Russell's book, our

 protagonist, Nikki Maxwell, experiences a whirlwind Halloween night,

packed with humor, costume changes, and unexpected chaos.

Nikki starts her evening by attending her younger sister Brianna’s ballet

class Halloween event at the petting zoo. The convenience of the location

enables her to juggle this commitment with another major event—the "Battle

of the Z" dance held at the zoo’s haunted house. Exhausted yet excited,

Nikki makes a swift costume change into a rat ensemble, intended for

entertaining the kids at the ballet party. However, the costume is rather

cumbersome, especially because its huge eye holes make visibility

challenging.

The ballet class, filled with kids in adorable animal costumes, is a mixture of

fun and chaos. Brianna, as a "psychopathic Easter Bunny," surprises

everyone with her enthusiastic antics. Meanwhile, Nikki finds herself

playing the role of entertainer, indulging children with face-painting and

leading them in dance. The girl who's afraid of the rat costume provides a

moment of comedic relief with her misunderstanding. As the party

continues, Nikki sees an opportunity to sneak away and transforms into a

Juliet costume for her appearance at the haunted dance.
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Entering the bustling dance party, Nikki feels a rush of excitement and

intrigue, particularly eager to impress her crush, Brandon. The room buzzes

with energy, thanks to vibrant decorations and an electrifying soundtrack.

Nikki's choice of costume renders her almost unrecognizable, adding to the

thrill of her evening. She eventually meets Brandon, and their mutual

surprise at each other's appearances creates a memorable exchange. A

delightful dance ensues between them, characterized by Brandon's wit and

charm.

However, the arrival of Chloe and Zoey causes Nikki to juggle her identities

once more. She dashes off, quickly changing into a quirky trash bag

costume—another clever disguise as part of her plan to maintain

commitments to her close friends. Yet, the rapid transitions between parties

put her in a tricky situation, racing against the clock while attempting to

keep her secret.

As the night progresses, Nikki's scheme becomes increasingly challenging to

manage. MacKenzie, her rival, adds to the chaos by stealing Nikki's duffel

bag, sparking a series of rebounding events that require quick thinking and

clever maneuvering. Nikki fights back with humor and relentless

determination, driven by her desire to keep both parties running smoothly

without faltering under the pressure.

Despite MacKenzie's interference, Nikki navigates through the complex web
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of her own making, switching costumes frantically while enduring the antics

of the younger ballet crew who've crash-landed at the dance. Principal

Winston and a slew of concerned parents only add to the mounting chaos,

questioning how elementary-aged children ended up at a middle school

event. MacKenzie escalates the tension by calling Nikki out in front of

everyone.

Nikki, feeling humiliated and overwhelmed, is forced to come clean,

admitting her original intentions were good but poorly executed due to the

tangle of hilarious mishaps and costume swaps. Despite feeling down, the

chapter takes a surprising turn as Brandon appears by Nikki's side, offering

understanding and support instead of blame. Their candid conversation on a

park bench under the moonlight helps Nikki regain confidence and find

comfort in his company.

Chloe and Zoey, although initially upset, reconcile with Nikki, showcasing

their strong bond of friendship. As they come up with creative ideas to

salvage memories from the crazy night, Nikki is reassured of her friends'

unwavering support. The dance concludes with an unexpected

announcement, further lifting spirits as the night closes with fun, laughter,

and camaraderie.

In the end, Nikki manages to turn what could have been a disastrous

occasion into a memorable evening full of delightful moments and pivotal
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friendships, showcasing the resilience and humor that define her quirky and

endearing personality.
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