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About the book

In the rich tapestry of Norse mythology and Viking culture, "Egil's Saga"

unfolds the gripping life of Egil Skallagrimsson, a fierce warrior and poet

whose turbulent existence is marked by profound loss, fierce loyalties, and

an unyielding spirit. Through brutal battles, intricate family dynamics, and a

rugged exploration of honor, identity, and vengeance, E.R. Eddison brings to

life a character whose intellect is as sharp as his axe. As Egil navigates the

treacherous waters of his time, readers are invited to delve into a world

where the line between heroism and villainy blurs amidst the harsh realities

of life in a Viking society. This saga not only captures the thrilling essence

of an age filled with noble quests but also reveals the deep emotional

currents that govern the humanity within these legendary tales, compelling

you to journey alongside Egil on his evocative path.
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About the author

E.R. Eddison, born in 1882 in England, was a prominent novelist and

playwright best known for his contributions to the fantasy genre during the

early 20th century. A member of the British literary circle, Eddison's works

often blend rich mythological themes with intricate plots, drawing

inspiration from Norse mythology and epic tales. His most notable

achievements include "The Worm Ouroboros," a pioneering work of high

fantasy, and his lesser-known but equally captivating "Egils Saga," which

reflects his deep fascination with Norse culture and history. Eddison's

unique narrative style, characterized by poetic language and elaborate

world-building, has left a lasting impact on the fantasy literature landscape,

influencing generations of writers in the genre.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

EGIL’S SAGA: SUMMARY

Chapter I: Kveldulf and His Sons

The saga opens with Kveldulf, known as “Wolf,” who descends from

notable lineage through his parents: Bialfi and Hallbera, the daughter of

Wolf the Fearless. Kveldulf possesses extraordinary physical strength,

making him unmatched in prowess. In his youth, he sails as a Viking

alongside his close friend, Berdla-Kari, who is renowned for his bravery and

strength. Their partnership thrives until Kari returns to his wealthy home,

leaving behind his three children: Eyvind, Oliver, and a beautiful daughter

named Salbiorg—whom Kveldulf eventually marries.

As Kveldulf grows older, he becomes a respected landholder and wise

counselor, managing his household diligently by day but becoming gloomy

in the evenings, earning him the nickname "Kveldulf," which means

"evening wolf." He and his wife have two sons: Thorolf, who is handsome,

lively, and beloved, and Grim, who is less amiable and skilled in

craftsmanship. When Thorolf reaches adulthood, he embarks on Viking

raids, supported by his father, who lends him a longship. Thorolf's
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adventures yield treasures and acclaim, while Kveldulf, now elderly,

observes as his sons make their mark.

Chapter II: Oliver and Solveig

At this point, King Audbiorn presides over the Firthfolk, with his son Thorir

and the earl Atli the Slender, who resides in Gaular. During an autumn

sacrifice, Oliver Hnufa, who is deeply enamored with Audbiorn's daughter,

Solveig, proposes marriage, but the earl finds the match inappropriate and

declines. Infatuated, Oliver neglects his Viking pursuits, leaving Thorolf and

Eyvind to continue their raids.

Chapter III: The Uprising of King Harald Hairfair

The narrative shifts focus to King Harald, who inherits his father's realm.

Swearing an oath not to comb his hair until he becomes the sole king of

Norway, he is nicknamed "Harald Shockhead." He wages wars against

nearby kings, gradually conquering the land. After subjugating the Uplands

and the Thrandheim region, Harald targets the Naumdale kings, succeeding

by persuading one to surrender and evicting the other.

As King Harald consolidates his power in Mere, Solvi Klofi escapes after a

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


battle against Harald, collaborating with other leaders to resist Harald’s

tyranny. Together, they reach out to King Audbiorn, urging him to unite

against Harald’s advancing forces. Audbiorn agrees, rallying his warriors,

including Kveldulf, who refuses to fight for a kingdom he considers weak

against Harald's might.

Chapter IV: The Battle off Solskel

King Audbiorn, alongside Solvi and Arnvid, confronts Harald’s forces at

Solskel, resulting in a fierce battle with significant losses on both sides.

Many prominent warriors perish, including Arnvid and Audbiorn. Slipping

away from the conflict, Solvi becomes a notable Viking, striking at Harald’s

interests thereafter. With Audbiorn’s death, Harald extends his control over

Southmere, while Vemund, Audbiorn’s brother, claims kingship over the

Firthfolk.

Following these events, Oliver, fleeing an assassination attempt from the

sons of Atli, seeks refuge with King Harald, who welcomes him. Oliver

earns Harald’s favor, eventually becoming a skald. Meanwhile, Earl

Rognvald exploits the chaos by stealthily attacking and killing Vemund

during a drunken feast, enhancing his own power and asserting dominance

over the region with newfound ships and wealth, further complicating the

saga’s power dynamics.
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As the tale unfolds, the fates of Kveldulf’s family and the shifting

allegiances of various rulers highlight themes of loyalty, ambition, and the

relentless quest for power in a world defined by brutal conflict and

camaraderie.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

### Summary of Chapters IV to IX

#### CHAPTER IV: The Rise of King Harald

Berdla-Kari traveled north to Thrandheim to ally himself with Harald the

King. The following spring, King Harald embarked on a campaign

southward, seizing control of the coastal areas known as the Firths and

Fialir, placing Earl Hroald in charge of the local populace. As he

consolidated power, Harald was wary of resistance from the landed men and

influential bonders. To quell any potential uprisings, he offered them

essentially three choices: serve him, leave the land, or face severe

consequences, which sometimes included mutilation.

Harald claimed ownership of all odal rights and lands, transforming local

hunters, fishers, and other workers into tributaries. As a result, many men

fled, and settlements emerged in distant lands like Jamtaland, Helsingland,

and even as far as the South Isles and Iceland, marking a significant

demographic shift during this period.

#### CHAPTER V: Kveldulf's Reluctance
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As King Harald established his rule, he sought allies throughout the land,

including Kveldulf, who received Harald’s messengers. They praised

Kveldulf's reputation as a noble man and urged him to join the King,

promising great honors. However, Kveldulf, now old and weary of serving

kings, declined, suggesting instead that his son, Grim, should take his place.

Grim, however, refused to serve while his father lived, demonstrating his

loyalty.

Upon returning to the King, the messengers conveyed Kveldulf’s sentiments,

which disheartened Harald. Oliver Hnufa, present at the court, tried to ease

the King’s anger by offering to persuade Kveldulf to come. Kveldulf

remained steadfast in his reluctance but indicated that if his son Thorolf

were present, he might be persuaded to accept the King’s invitation.

#### CHAPTER VI: Thorolf Kveldulfson's Decision

Thorolf Kveldulfson and Eyvind Lambi returned home from their viking

adventures, whereupon they discussed Kveldulf's interactions with King

Harald. Thorolf expressed a desire to serve the powerful king, contrasting

his father's caution about potential ruin under Harald’s rule. Thorolf was

catalyzed by the King’s reputation for generosity and honor towards those

who served him, while Kveldulf remained skeptical.

Before Thorolf departed to meet the King, Kveldulf reiterated his concerns
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about the King’s demeanor and the risky nature of serving him. Still, Thorolf

was resolute, believing service to the King would bring honor and

advancement.

#### CHAPTER VII: The House of Biorgolf and Bryniolf

Biorgolf, a powerful man from Halogaland, sought a wife for his son

Bryniolf. After winning the hand of Hildirid, a comely daughter of the

wealthy Hogni, Bryniolf bore her two sons, Harek and Hraerek. Following

Biorgolf’s death, Bryniolf dismissed Hildirid and their sons, leaving them

with nothing of their father’s legacy. The sons were taken back to live with

their maternal grandfather, Hogni, while Bryniolf sought further fortunes.

Meanwhile, Bard, son of Bryniolf, traveled north to propose marriage to

Sigrid, Sigurd’s daughter, establishing a promising alliance and plighting

their troth for the following summer.

#### CHAPTER VIII: Bard, Thorolf, and New Alliances

King Harald gathered noblemen from Halogaland and invited Bryniolf and

his son Bard to present themselves. Bryniolf accepted the King's offer and

gained new lands and stewardship, while Bard joined the King’s bodyguard,

quickly rising in esteem among his peers.
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During this time, Thorolf Kveldulfson and Eyvind Lambi arrived at the

King’s court with their well-manned ship. Thorolf was welcomed warmly,

and with the King’s favor, he soon found himself among the King’s closest

allies, developing a strong camaraderie with Bard and Oliver Hnufa.

As the year drew to a close, Bard sought leave from the King to fulfill his

wedding promise to Sigrid, who awaited him in Sandness. Eager to see his

lineage established, Thorolf accompanied Bard on his journey.

#### CHAPTER IX: The Battle of Hafrsfirth

King Harald assembled a formidable fleet in response to a massive coalition

of opposing forces gathered in Agdir and surrounding regions. This led to

the notable battle at Hafrsfirth, where King Harald’s forces clashed violently

with enemy troops. Among the King’s ranks were Thorolf, Bard, and the

King’s berserks, all of whom fought valiantly, but the battle saw heavy

casualties on both sides.

Ultimately, King Harald emerged victorious, securing his territory. After the

fight, the wounded, including Thorolf, received care. Bard succumbed to his

injuries shortly thereafter and made provisions for Thorolf to inherit his

lands and care for his family. After receiving honor and recognition from

King Harald, Thorolf returned home to Torgar, assuming responsibility for

Bard's assets and seeking Sigrid's hand in marriage, solidifying his status in
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the region further.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Value of Loyalty and Honor in Alliances

Critical Interpretation: In the journey of life, the tale of Thorolf

Kveldulfson underscores the profound impact that loyalty and honor

have on forging strong alliances. As you navigate your own paths,

remember that true strength lies not just in power or conquest, but in

the bonds you cultivate with those around you. Just as Thorolf chose

to support his King out of loyalty to his family and ideals rather than

mere ambition, consider how your commitments can shape your

destiny and that of others. Embrace the values of loyalty and honor, as

they will attract trustworthy allies and lead you to meaningful

victories, both personally and collectively.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Chapter Summaries 

In the winter following Sigurd's death at Sandness, Thorolf inherits a vast

estate, but soon faces a legal dispute when the sons of Hildirid claim a

portion of the heritage that originally belonged to their father Biorgolf.

Thorolf dismisses their claims, suggesting there is no valid inheritance from

a mother who he claims was taken against her will. This confrontation serves

to establish the tension between Thorolf and Hildirid's sons, setting the stage

for future conflicts.

Thorolf embarks on a venture into the fell with a significant force of ninety

men, exceeding the customary number often wielded by the king’s bailiffs.

His travels lead him to trade with the Finns, strengthening relations through

successful exchanges. However, news of the Kylfings, who raid during their

own pursuits, directs Thorolf’s attention away from trade. With strategic

prowess, he ambushes and defeats nearly a hundred Kylfing men, seizing

substantial spoils, and thus enhances his reputation and standing. Upon

returning to Sandness, he invests in maritime capabilities, fortifying his

ships and relationships with local leaders, which further cements his growing

influence.
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The narrative shifts as King Harald visits Halogaland, where Thorolf honors

the king with a sumptuous feast attended by five hundred guests—far

exceeding Harald's three hundred. Despite the festive atmosphere, the King

appears brooding and discontented. Nevertheless, Thorolf manages to win

Harald's favor by gifting him a finely crafted ship, leading to their amicable

parting. However, Hildirid’s sons, seeking to undermine Thorolf, plant seeds

of doubt in Harald’s mind about Thorolf's loyalty, suggesting he could pose

a threat to the King.

In a subsequent feast hosted by the sons of Hildirid, the underlying tensions

come to the fore. Harek, one of the sons, casts aspersions on the King's rule

and suggests that there are ambitious men like Thorolf who might seek his

downfall. He warns that Thorolf has amassed considerable power and wealth

and emphasizes the need for the King to keep a close watch over him.

Harek's words suggest that ambivalence and conspiracies might be brewing

among the nobles, presenting a more dangerous political landscape.

In a twist of loyalty and betrayal, Thorolf’s trusted man, Thorgils the Yeller,

carries a tribute of scat from Thorolf to the King. Initially met with

displeasure that leads to doubts regarding Thorolf's fealty to the King, the

gifts ultimately soften Harald’s sentiments after Thorgils reveals their value.

Through political maneuvering and shifting loyalties, the characters navigate

a complex web of allegiance, with showings of gifts and hospitality

juxtaposed against undercurrents of mistrust and ambition.
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As tensions mount, Thorolf prepares for his second foray into Finnmark, this

time responding to a plea from King Faravid of Kvenland, who seeks

assistance against the Kirials, marauders threatening his territory. Thorolf

assembles a formidable force and ventures into a perilous campaign,

confirming his status as a capable leader while furthering his ambitions. This

chapter ratchets up the stakes, intertwining themes of loyalty, power, and the

dangers inherent in the path towards dominance.

These summaries weave through the respective themes of ambition, conflict,

and the intricate dynamics of loyalty among the characters, establishing a

coherent narrative that reflects the complexities of their relationships and the

looming political tensions.
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Chapter 4: 4

In the unfolding saga of Thorolf Kveldulfson, the tension between loyalty

 and slander escalates as he grapples with the machinations of Hildirid's

sons, who seek to undermine his standing with King Harald. After a hearty

parting from King Faravid of Kvenland, Thorolf returns to his home in

Sandness, where he learns that Hildirid's sons have falsely accused him to

the King. Despite the slander, Thorolf remains steadfast, insisting that King

Harald will not be swayed by such treachery, as he has always treated

Thorolf well. 

Meanwhile, Hildirid’s sons, having gained the King's ear, exploit their

relationship to further diminish Thorolf's reputation, framing him as

untrustworthy and greedy. They mockingly refer to a past gift Thorolf sent

to the King, insinuating that he withheld a greater share of wealth rightfully

owed to the crown. This deceit irks the King, who grows more suspicious of

Thorolf.

Determined to clear his name, Thorolf makes a pivotal journey to

Thrandheim accompanied by plenty of goods and followers, hoping to

re-establish his honor before the King. He arrives to a warm welcome, yet he

soon realizes the depth of the slander against him when his kinsman, Oliver

Hnufa, warns him that the King is influenced by lies. Thorolf bravely

confronts King Harald, asserting his loyalty and offering gifts, but the
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King’s trust is shaken, clouded by the malicious rumors.

When Thorolf settles the dues of the scat he collected from the Finns, he

offers the King additional gifts, reinforcing his dedication and goodwill.

However, King Harald, influenced by persistent slander and bearing heavy

trust in Hildirid’s sons, strips Thorolf of his stewardships and grants them to

his enemies. Thorolf, realizing his precarious situation, chooses to return

home to Sandness, now gathering his remaining wealth and supporters.

Meanwhile, Hildirid’s sons take over the stewardship but perform poorly,

leading to a significant decline in the scat collected, which only confirms

Thorolf's competence. In a cunning twist, they fabricate further lies,

claiming Thorolf plotted against them, inciting King Harald's wrath. 

As the plot thickens, King Harald, seeking to eliminate Thorolf’s power,

sends two formidable brothers, Sigtrygg and Hallvard, to capture Thorolf's

ship and its riches. They successfully ambush Thorolf's kinsman, Thorgils

the Yeller, seizing his ship and its cargo. This act of treachery deepens

Thorolf's resolve, despite the mounting challenges. 

Refusing to be cowed by defeat, Thorolf begins preparations for a retaliatory

expedition. With his housecarles at the ready, he embarks on a summer

campaign that leads him southward, where he raids and pillages, seeking to

reclaim his standing and wealth. Amidst battles and skirmishes, Thorolf
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encounters both victories and losses, but he remains undeterred.

Eventually, Thorolf returns home to Kveldulf, his father, sharing tales of his

exploits while seeking counsel. Kveldulf warns Thorolf that his aggressive

stance against King Harald may lead to further misfortune. Binding the

narrative of loyalty, kinship, and the scars of betrayal, the saga of Thorolf

continues to unfold with palpable tension and fate's uncertain hand, as the

consequences of ambition and rivalry ripple through their lives.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

### Summary of Chapters XX to XXIV

In the narrative, the themes of loyalty, fate, and vengeance are central as the

lives of various characters intertwine in the wake of war and treachery. 

#### Chapter XX: Skallagrim’s Wedding

The story pivots to Thorolf, who returns to Sandness laden with spoils after

successful war ventures, ensuring provisions for the winter and maintaining

a bustling household. As the narrative shifts to Yngvar, a prominent man in

the Firths, his daughter Bera becomes a key figure when Grim Kveldulfson,

who is later nicknamed Skallagrim for his baldness, marries her. This union

signifies the merging of two powerful families. Skallagrim inherits the

responsibility for the household and demonstrates the family’s emphasis on

strength and valor, as Kveldulf and his sons seek capable followers to fortify

their ranks.

#### Chapter XXI: A King’s Revenge

King Harald, who has established his rule after a tumultuous rise to power, is

informed of Thorolf’s raids, which have undermined his authority.

Motivated by revenge and a sense of honor, Harald permits the brothers

Sigtrygg and Hallvard to confront Thorolf. The brothers, emboldened by
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past victories, amass a sizable force to exact revenge, believing they can

overpower Thorolf despite his formidable reputation.

#### Chapter XXII: The Fall of Thorolf

Harald quickly organizes his forces and sails toward Sandness to confront

Thorolf, who, unbeknownst to the impending danger, prepares to leave the

country. In a surprise attack, Harald’s forces catch Thorolf's men off-guard,

leading to a fierce battle. Despite Thorolf's valor, fighting fiercely and even

killing the King’s banner-bearer, he ultimately falls after receiving a

devastating blow from King Harald. The battle ends, and the King orders his

men to cease the slaughter, signaling the end of Thorolf's life but leaving the

aftermath of death and destruction in its wake.

#### Chapter XXIII: The Slaying of Hildirid’s Sons

Amidst the chaos, Ketil Haeng, a loyal ally of Thorolf, becomes aware of the

betrayal and seeks revenge on Hildirid’s sons, who had aligned themselves

against Thorolf. Haeng and his men prevail in this encounter, and after

securing significant plunder, he sets sail for Iceland, seeking a new life after

the turbulence in Norway. This journey establishes the foundation for

settlement in Iceland, with Haeng laying claim to a significant tract of land

and beginning a legacy of his own.

#### Chapter XXIV: The Sorrow of Kveldulf

Kveldulf, Thorolf’s father, learns of his son’s death and is engulfed in
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despair. He mourns deeply, succumbing to the weight of grief and old age.

Skallagrim urges his father to seek vengeance against those responsible,

suggesting that fate may still grant them justice. King Harald remains a

figure of authority, with Oliver Hnufa, a trusted companion of the King,

attempting to mediate peace and perhaps compensation for Thorolf’s death.

Kveldulf, weary and seeking vengeance despite his age, declines the King’s

offers and remains home, indicating a shift from public life to private

mourning and unresolved justice.

This series of chapters lays the groundwork for the complex relationships

and themes that dominate the saga, foreshadowing future conflicts and the

lingering impact of loss and revenge on the characters’ lives.

Chapter Summary

XX
Thorolf returns home laden with spoils. Skallagrim marries Bera, uniting
powerful families. Emphasis on strength and valor as Kveldulf seeks
followers.

XXI
King Harald learns of Thorolf's raids threatening his authority. He seeks
revenge through brothers Sigtrygg and Hallvard, who gather forces to
confront Thorolf.

XXII
Harald surprises Thorolf with an attack. Despite brave resistance and killing
the King's banner-bearer, Thorolf is killed by Harald, ending his life and
causing destruction.

XXIII
Ketil Haeng, loyal to Thorolf, seeks revenge against Hildirid’s sons and
prevails. He sails to Iceland to start anew, establishing a settlement and his
own legacy.
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Chapter Summary

XXIV
Kveldulf mourns Thorolf’s death, facing despair. Skallagrim urges
vengeance, but Kveldulf declines the King’s offers for justice, preferring
solitude in his grief.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

Summary of Chapters XXV-XXIX

In Chapter XXV, the narrative follows Grim and Oliver as they prepare for

Grim's journey to meet King Harald. Despite Grim's initial reluctance to

approach the King, Oliver convinces him to go. They coordinate a time for

Grim’s visit. Grim assembles a formidable crew of skilled men from his

home, including notable figures such as Ani the bonder, Grimolf, and the

wizard sons of Thorarna, indicating a community rooted in strength and

magic. They travel southward, crossing a body of water to reach the King’s

hall, arriving just as the King is feasting.

Grim enters the King’s hall weaponless, following the tradition of seeking

the King’s favor. Oliver speaks on Grim’s behalf, emphasizing that Grim, a

worthy warrior and skilled in many feats, deserves honor from the King.

However, when the King offers Grim a place in his bodyguard, Grim

refuses, feeling he could not live up to the legacy of his deceased brother,

Thorolf, who had once served the King but met an untimely fate. After this

rejection, tensions rise; the King, angered, orders his men to pursue Grim

and his companions. He views Grim as a threat, leading to a frantic escape

for Grim and his men.
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In Chapter XXVI, the focus shifts to Gutthorm, the King’s kinsman, who,

upon his death, asks King Harald to care for his children. Harald dispatches

Hallvard and his brother to retrieve Gutthorm's sons from Tunsberg, where

they had been placed. Hallvard and his men prepare for their journey, sailing

with the intention of bringing the children back to the King.

In Chapter XXVII, Kveldulf and Skallagrim are watching for Hallvard’s

ship during the summer months. Upon spotting it, they devise a plan to

attack. In a fierce confrontation, they board Hallvard’s ship while he and his

crew are caught unawares and asleep. Kveldulf and Skallagrim unleash their

berserk rage, leading to chaos and bloodshed onboard. Kveldulf kills

Hallvard in a display of overwhelming strength by throwing his body

overboard, while Skallagrim dispatches Sigtrygg. The battle results in

significant casualties among Hallvard’s crew, with many drowning in the

surrounding waters. After the slaughter, Kveldulf dies from exertion, and his

body is placed in a chest and cast overboard as per his request.

Chapter XXVIII describes Skallagrim’s arrival in Iceland, where he begins

to establish territory after his journey. He discovers abundant resources such

as marshlands, seal takings, and fisheries. Skallagrim meets his companions

and learns of Kveldulf’s death, leading him to seek a suitable place for

habitation. He claims land and establishes a farmstead, which he names

Burg, and begins to build a community with fellow settlers.
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In Chapter XXIX, Skallagrim shows himself to be a skilled craftsman, aided

by a loyal following. He utilizes the land to establish farms and fishing

operations, ensuring sustenance for his growing community. His ventures

into shipbuilding and resource management demonstrate his leadership and

foresight. He appoints various men to oversee fishing in key areas, thus

beginning to solidify his place in this new land while continuing to cultivate

the abundance of Iceland.

Overall, these chapters highlight themes of legacy, conflict, and the

establishment of new beginnings in a foreign land, setting the stage for the

unfolding saga of Skallagrim and his descendants in Iceland.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing New Beginnings Despite Fear

Critical Interpretation: In your own life, like Grim, you may face

moments where fear or a sense of inadequacy tempts you to retreat

from new opportunities. However, recognizing that true growth often

lies just beyond that initial hesitation can empower you. It’s essential

to remind yourself that stepping into the unknown is not a sign of

weakness but an act of bravery. Embrace moments where you must

gather your courage, trust in your abilities, and venture into new

territories, for it is in these experiences that you truly carve out your

legacy and discover the strength of your community.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

### Summary of Chapters K to XXXIV

In the unfolding story of Skallagrim, a man of considerable resourcefulness

and strength, we observe the growth of his estate and the arrival of new

figures who shape the narrative. Initially, Skallagrim enhances his holdings

by moving his livestock to the fells, where they thrive better than in the

warmer valleys. He builds a new farmstead, known as Grisartongue, under

the care of his ward, Griss.

As Skallagrim settles into his life in Iceland, he welcomes Oleif Hialti, a

prosperous man from Norway, and his family to stay with him for the

winter. Oleif is welcomed, and after winter passes, Skallagrim offers him

prime land near Grimswater, where Oleif establishes the farm of Varmalech.

Notable figures in Oleif's family include his sons, Ragi and Thorarin, with

Thorarin eventually becoming the law speaker of Iceland.

Meanwhile, back in Norway, King Harald Hairfair enacts punitive measures

against those related to Skallagrim and Kveldulf, compounding their journey

to Iceland with hostility that drives some to exile. Among them is Yngvar,

Skallagrim's father-in-law, who flees to Iceland to join Skallagrim. Yngvar

arrives and is given land alongside Skallagrim, alongside establishing his
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own dwelling at Alptaness.

As Skallagrim expands his enterprises, he becomes known for his smithing,

experimenting with smelting ore and crafting tools from iron. His

industriousness, however, stirs complaints among his household regarding

his demanding work ethic, which leads him to wax poetic about the

importance of early rise and toil in his craft.

Skallagrim and his wife, Bera, face initial tragedy with multiple child losses

before they finally have a healthy son, Thorolf, who grows up to be strong

and admirable, closely resembling his namesake, Thorolf Kveldulfson. They

also have daughters, Saeunn and Thorunn. Eventually, another son, Egil, is

born but is described as ugly and talkative, leading to some tensions in

parenting style. 

Egil’s desire to join his family on a visit to Yngvar leads to a minor

escapade when he sneaks away to follow them, ultimately becoming

involved in a gathering where he impresses the adults with his poetic talents.

His budding prowess as a skald—a poet or bard—starts to take shape as he

exchanges verses with Yngvar, capturing the admiration of those around

him.

The narrative shifts to Biorn, a young lord from Sogn, whose desire for

Thora, sister of a local hersir, leads him to elope with her, creating conflict
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with Thorir, Thora's brother. After taking Thora from her home, Biorn finds

himself in a precarious position with his father Bryniolf, who disapproves of

this action and insists on sending messengers for atonement back to Thorir.

Though Biorn feels thwarted, he ultimately resolves to leave Norway

altogether, spurred by his father's hesitations and conflict over his actions.

Upon making his way to Iceland, Biorn finds refuge with Skallagrim, who is

pleased to host the couple. This alliance and the shared past between their

families leads to them becoming embroiled in further events of intrigue and

social interactions in this rugged land.

The two families—Skallagrim’s and Biorn’s—begin to intertwine, with

Biorn’s arrival at Skallagrim’s land marking a notable moment of

connection and mutual support among Icelandic settlers amid spiritual and

physical landscapes rich with Viking history and lore.

Thus, these chapters weave a tapestry of burgeoning friendships, budding

conflict, youthful ambition, and the trials faced in a new land that promises

opportunity but also harbors the ghosts of Norway's royal income threats.
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Chapter 8: 8

In the preceding chapters, tensions arise between Skallagrim and Biorn

 regarding the past dealings involving Thorir, Biorn’s brother. Biorn,

acknowledging the bond between him and Skallagrim, approaches the latter,

hoping for mercy considering their shared history. After much discussion,

Thorolf, Skallagrim’s son, intercedes on Biorn’s behalf, suggesting that

Biorn should be allowed to return to Norway peacefully. Skallagrim, moved

by Thorolf and the support of others, agrees to accept Biorn, leading to the

first steps towards reconciliation.

As spring arrives, a significant event takes place: Hora gives birth to a

daughter named Asgerd, who becomes a source of joy and connection for

the characters, with Bera, Skallagrim's wife, taking care of the baby. Biorn

remains with Skallagrim during the winter, forging a strong bond with

Thorolf. By spring, Thorolf proposes that Biorn should seek atonement with

Thorir, leading to messengers being sent to Norway.

The messengers succeed in negotiating peace for Biorn, allowing him to

return home without fear. He chooses to leave Asgerd, who is raised by

Skallagrim's family, while he and Thorolf embark on a journey to Norway,

where they are welcomed warmly. Biorn and Thorolf's favorable relations

with Thorir solidify their status, culminating in Biorn becoming part of

Thorir's family through the honor of atonement.
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During this period, King Harald holds power in the region, and his favored

son, Eric Bloodaxe, nurtures an affinity towards Thorolf and Biorn. After

successfully Viking in distant lands and gaining treasure, they seek to

cement their relationship with power by intriguing with the king, furthering

their ties. The sons of Harald, including Eric, are likened to their ancestors,

with hints of past grievances against Thorolf’s family lingering in the air.

As the labyrinth of alliances grows, Eric Bloodaxe vows loyalty to Thorolf,

promising to protect him despite the history of conflict. This gesture earns

them a measure of favor with the king, ensuring they can navigate these

tumultuous political waters. As Erik prepares to expand his power, he

embarks on campaigns to Biarmaland, during which he marries Gunnhild,

establishing an influential partnership further entwining Thorolf's fate with

that of the royal line.

Meanwhile, while Thorulf assumes Swedish ties, Biorn returns home and

remarries Alof after losing his first wife, Thora. Their family bonds deepen

as stories of powerful warlords and emerging warriors envelop their

narratives. Amongst these, notable figures like Thorgeir Thornfoot rise,

foreshadowing future conflicts through their violent exploits and family

tensions.

The final chapters chart Thorolf's return to Iceland, having amassed
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significant wealth and treasures. He brings back gifts from King Eric,

including a prized axe, which becomes a focal point for Skallagrim’s

approval. This claim to fame forces them to reckon with their identities —

bound by legacy yet striving for independence.

As summer draws in, Thorolf prepares to embark on yet another journey,

with plans to take Asgerd to meet her father. The reluctance from Skallagrim

hints at a prophecy of fate and finality, underlining the uncertain destinies

faced by Thorolf, Biorn, and their kin in the ever-shifting landscape of Norse

politics and familial duty. The birth of alliances and the promise of future

endeavors lay ahead, destined to blur boundaries of loyalty and ambition.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

### Chapter XL. Of Egil’s Childhood and Upbringing

The story begins with Kallagrim, also known as Skallagrim, who relishes

competitions of strength, particularly ball games that were a popular pastime

in the countryside. Although Skallagrim is aging, he remains unmatched in

bravery and strength, much to the envy of others. Among his admirers is

Thord, the son of the chief at Granistead, who befriends young Egil.

As a child of seven winters, Egil is already proving to be headstrong and

fiercely competitive, which earns him a reputation among his peers. During

a winter ball game at Whitewater-meads, he finds himself up against Grim,

Hegg’s son. Despite being outmatched, Egil's temper flares when Grim bests

him, leading him to retaliate violently, resulting in a tragic confrontation

where he fatally wounds Grim with an axe.

This incident ignites a feud between Skallagrim's men and those of Hegg,

culminating in a deadly fight where several men die. Egil feels the weight of

his actions but is reassured by his mother, Bera, who senses his potential as a

warrior and predicts his future adventures.

As he matures into his twelfth winter, Egil grows stronger and more adept,
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often competing alongside Thord against Skallagrim. However, a

tournament at Burg leads to another confrontation where Grim, unyielding

and vengeful, hurts Thord severely, sparking a bigger conflict. Desperate

and enraged, Egil unleashes his fury once more, marking a dark turn in his

relationship with Skallagrim.

With the arrival of Thorolf, Egil's older brother, the family dynamics shift.

Thorolf prepares to travel abroad, but he is hesitant to bring Egil, fearing his

uncontrollable temper. In a rebellious act, Egil sabotages Thorolf’s ship to

force his brother's hand, ultimately leading to his voyage alongside him.

### Chapter XLI. Of Biorn and Thorolf and King Eric; and of Egil and

Arinbiorn 

Thorolf successfully reunites with his brother and soon visits Biorn the

Franklin, a prosperous man who does not bow to the king. Reuniting with

Biorn is joyous, especially when Thorolf brings home Asgerd, Biorn’s

prized daughter, who is celebrated for her beauty and intelligence.

After solidifying his connections, Thorolf approaches King Eric to offer him

a gift from their father, Skallagrim, which pleases the king. Recognizing

Thorolf's courage and alliance, the king invites him to stay for the winter.

However, Thorolf feels a strong duty to visit Thorir, another notable figure,

before accepting the king's offer.
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Once at Thorir's, Thorolf introduces Egil, who strikes an immediate

friendship with Thorir's son, Arinbiorn. This companionship provides Egil

with a sense of belonging, though inter-sibling tensions linger, hinting at

their complicated relationship.

### Chapter XLII. Of Thorolf’s Wedding with Asgerd 

Thorolf’s courtship of Asgerd unfolds, and with Thorir's lighthearted

approval, a plan is established for the wedding feast at Biorn’s home. After a

fruitful proposal, preparations commence for the event, and Thorolf gathers

a cohort of reliable companions for the journey.

Yet, as fate would have it, Egil falls ill just as his brother prepares to depart

for the celebration, placing him outside the family’s significant milestone.

### Chapter XLIII. Egil in Atley 

As winter arrives and household routines change, Oliver, a trusted

housecarle of Thorir, embarks on a journey to collect outstanding rents.

Meanwhile, Egil recovers from his illness and, eager for adventure, seeks to

join Oliver. Recognizing that Egil can add to the strength of their party,

Oliver agrees to take him along.
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They face harsh weather but eventually reach Atley, ruled by King Eric.

There, Bard, managing the estate, welcomes them warmly, ensuring they

have a place to rest. However, it becomes clear that the atmosphere is

charged with impending drama.

### Chapter XLIV. Of Bard’s Slaying 

That evening, King Eric arrives for a grand feast hosted by Bard. Amidst the

revelry, Bard learns from his attendants that his guests are housecarles of

Thorir. Pleasantries are exchanged, but tensions simmer beneath the surface.

As the night wears on, Egil becomes increasingly intoxicated, and Bard

makes a fateful decision to dip his drink in poison to eliminate Egil, who is

seen as a threat.

In a moment of apparent spirit, Egil realizes the plot against him and, in a

dramatic turn, kills Bard with swift precision in the darkened hall, igniting

chaos. With bloodshed behind him, he flees into the night, leaving the

aftermath of his actions to unfold as King Eric’s men scramble to find him

and unleash their wrath. 

Through tales of competition, family strife, and violent confrontations, these

chapters highlight Egil's turbulent youth and the formative events shaping

his destiny as a formidable warrior and controversial figure in a world

defined by honor, strength, and vengeance.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

### Summary of Chapters XLV-XLIX

Chapter XLV: Egil’s Flight

Egil finds himself on the run after a conflict with King Eric, who has sent

men to search for him. He manages to escape to the small island of Sheppey

where he hides from the searching men. When they split into search parties,

Egil seizes the opportunity, attacks the guards left aboard a ship, and takes

control. He manages to row away undetected, ultimately reuniting with

Thorir the Hersir, who is supportive despite mounting tensions with the

King. Meanwhile, the king's men on Sheppey are trying to signal for help,

and while King Eric is engaged in other festivities, Egil’s return is met with

mixed feelings among his companions, who worry for his safety.

Chapter XLVI: Thorolf and Egil Harrying in Kurland

Thorolf and Egil, bolstered by their recent successes, prepare for further

raids across Kurland during the summer. After some successful skirmishes,

they encounter some difficulties in navigating through a forested area. After

a successful robbery at a nearby farmstead, the group finds themselves

trapped by local defenses and are eventually captured. However, Egil
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cleverly manages to escape from captivity with the help of local slaves. They

engage in a daring breakout, retrieve weapons, burn the farmhouse, and flee

back to their ships, returning fully equipped with spoils from their raid.

Chapter XLVII: Thorolf and Egil Harrying in Denmark

This chapter shifts focus to Denmark under King Arald Gormson, where

Egil and Thorolf decide to continue their raiding. They plan to attack a

bustling market town known as Lund. Mixed feelings arise among their crew

regarding the danger of the raid, but Egil inspires them with poetry,

emphasizing the thrill of combat. They successfully raid the town, fighting

off townsmen, causing significant casualties, and looting before retreating to

their ships.

Chapter XLVIII: Guesting with Earl Arnfid

Thorolf and Egil anchor their ships near the domain of a local Earl, Arnfid.

Instead of raiding, they choose to meet with him, leading to an invitation to a

feast. The brothers enjoy hospitality and engage in friendly conversation.

During the feast, Egil finds himself drawn to the Earl’s daughter,

showcasing his prowess with words and deeds, which delight the guests. The

Earl and his men part ways amicably, maintaining good relations, while Aki,

a former ally, returns home, establishing his wealth and power.
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Chapter XLIX: The Dealings between Egil and Eyvind Braggart

Conflict brews as Egil contends with Eyvind Braggart, Gunnhild’s brother

who carries favor with King Eric. Gunnhild conspires to have Egil

eliminated during a major blood sacrifice festival. To avoid confrontation,

Thorir the Hersir keeps Egil from attending. A drunken brawl breaks out

during the festival, resulting in Eyvind committing murder within the sacred

temple. The tension escalates when Eyvind is exiled, highlighting the

ongoing power struggles. With the arrival of spring, Egil and Thorolf gear

up to continue their raiding expeditions, facing news of Eyvind's

preparations to ambush them, threatening to disrupt their plans once again.

Through these chapters, themes of loyalty, cunning warfare, and the

complexity of relationships within Viking society unfold, setting the stage

for further confrontations and adventures as Egil navigates the precarious

world of kings and warriors.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of cunning and adaptability in the face of

adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter XLV of Egil’s Saga, we witness

Egil's remarkable ability to adapt to dire circumstances, using cunning

tactics to escape and reclaim his freedom. This pivotal moment serves

as a powerful reminder in our own lives: when faced with challenges

or unexpected setbacks, it is essential to remain flexible and

resourceful. By cleverly navigating the obstacles before us, just as Egil

did, we can find our own paths to success, transforming threats into

opportunities, and discovering our inner strength in adversity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 11 Summary: 11

### Summary of Chapters A to LIV: 

As dawn broke, Egil and his companions ambushed Eyvind Braggart and his

crew while they were anchored at sea. A fierce battle ensued, resulting in

heavy losses for Eyvind’s men. Eyvind himself managed to escape by

swimming to shore, leading the surviving members of his crew. Egil and his

group seized Eyvind's ships along with his weapons and gear. 

Returning to their camp, Egil informed Thorolf of their escapade and the

challenging fight they had endured against Eyvind. Thorolf expressed

concern that their actions might complicate their plans for the autumn in

Norway, prompting Egil to suggest they seek a new haven. 

### Chapter L: Thorolf and Egil in England 

During this time, England was under the rule of King Athelstane, a figure of

significance as the first King of all England, following the reign of Alfred

the Great. With the backdrop of political tension, various lords sought to

reclaim power as Athelstane ascended. The Viking brothers Thorolf and

Egil, upon learning of Athelstane's need for warriors, decided to travel to

England in search of fortune and joined his service as land-warders.
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In this era, England was predominantly Christian, with Athelstane himself

embracing the faith. To further solidify alliances, Athelstane encouraged

Thorolf and Egil to undergo prime-signing—a ceremonial act marking their

allegiance to the Christian King. With three hundred men at their disposal,

Thorolf and Egil formally swore their loyalty.

### Chapter LI: Of Olaf the Scots-King and Others 

Olaf the Red, a notable Scots-King with mixed heritage, gathered a

considerable force and invaded England, causing turmoil in

Northumberland. Athelstane, concerned about the encroaching Scots,

prepared for war, while local earls hastily gathered escorts to defend the

realm. 

As battles raged on, Athelstane’s commanders struggled to maintain control

against Olaf's advancing forces, marking a period of unease throughout

England.

### Chapter LII: Olaf the Scots-King’s Warring Against England 

A defining battle erupted upon Olaf’s arrival in Northumberland. Olaf

secured victory, resulting in the death of Earl Godrek and the flight of Earl

Alfgeir. In the wake of his triumph, Olaf laid claim to most of
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Northumberland, creating panic among Athelstane's realm.

Hearing of Olaf's successes, Athelstane swiftly mobilized forces but was met

with mounting adversities, as Olaf’s army grew with many powerful allies

eager to join the Scots. Athelstane’s initial plans faltered, prompting

strategical discussions among his men regarding how to reclaim control.

### Chapter LIII: The Battle on Winaheath 

Earl Hring and Earl Adils set forth with their forces in the night, aiming for

an ambush against Thorolf and his men. As dawn broke, battle ensued with

Thorolf and Egil leading their Viking warriors against Alfgeir, who

commanded the opposition. Thorolf, equipped with formidable weaponry,

fiercely pressed the attack, ultimately slaying Hring in battle, inciting his

men’s fury against the Scots.

When news of Hring’s death spread, panic ensued among the Scots, leading

to widespread chaos and retreat from the battlefield.

### Chapter LIV: The Second Day’s Battle on Winaheath: With the Fall of

Thorolf Skallagrimson 

As King Athelstane prepared for a renewed confrontation, Thorolf and Egil

were recognized for their valor and victories in the prior battles. However,
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during this second engagement, tragedy struck when Thorolf fell to the

hands of enemy forces, leading Egil into a rage-fueled combat.

Egil fought valiantly, managing to defeat Earl Adils, causing the Scottish

forces to scatter alongside Olaf's contingents. Though King Athelstane

attempted to rally his troops, the losses were devastating. The battle

concluded with Athelstane’s triumph, but not without significant cost,

including the loss of many of Olaf's men, marking a turning point in the war.

### Conclusion 

In these chapters, the tumultuous relationship among Viking forces, the

Scots, and English rulers unfolds, showcasing battles driven by honor,

loyalty, and the quest for power. The saga of Thorolf, Egil, and King Olaf

illustrates the complexities of warfare during this period, blending personal

glory with the broader struggles for dominion in the shifting political

landscape of early medieval England.
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Chapter 12: 12

### Chapter LV: Egil in King Athelstane's Hall

After a fierce battle, King Athelstane returns to his fortress, while Egil, filled

with rage and vengeance, pursues the fleeing enemies and kills many. Upon

returning to the battlefield, he mourns the death of his brother Thorolf,

washing and preparing his body for burial with great care and respect. Egil

holds a solemn moment, delivering a poignant verse in Thorolf's honor,

expressing his grief for the noble warrior’s loss.

Later, Egil visits King Athelstane, who receives him warmly amidst a

raucous celebration. The King offers Egil a position of honor at his feast and

gifts, including chests of silver to honor Thorolf posthumously. Athelstane

tells Egil that he can choose land or goods as further compensation. Grateful,

Egil accepts the gifts, feeling his spirits lifted. He begins to compose poetry

dedicated to the King, celebrating Athelstane's victories.

As winter approaches, Egil decides to return to Norway to check on Asgerd,

Thorolf’s widow, and to ascertain the fate of any heirs. Despite the King’s

wish for him to stay, he sails back with a loyal crew. Upon reaching

Norway, Egil learns of political changes: Thorir the Hersir has died, and

Arinbiorn has assumed his lands, welcoming Egil to winter with him.
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### Chapter LVI: Egil’s Wedding and His Second Voyage

Asgerd has remained with her kinsman Arinbiorn. Encouraged to seek a

match after the loss of Thorolf, Egil confesses his feelings for Asgerd to

Arinbiorn, who supports the endeavor. Egil eventually proposes to Asgerd,

and they are betrothed with the wedding held at Arinbiorn's hall. The

celebration is grand, marking the beginning of a joyful time for Egil.

As spring nears, Egil prepares for another journey to Iceland, intending to

establish his estate while cautioning that Gunnhild, King Eric’s wife, harbors

enmity against him. He sails successfully back to Iceland, warmly received

by his father, Skallagrim, but retains the wealth he acquired from Athelstane

without sharing, contrasting with his earlier generosity.

Meanwhile, over the years, the settlements in Iceland expand, signifying the

growth of the community around Egil. News arrives of Biorn the Franklin’s

death, leading to disputes over inheritance involving Egil’s wife, Asgerd,

and her sister, Gunnhild. Bergonund, Gunnhild’s husband, takes over

Biorn’s assets, prompting Egil to seek justice for his wife’s rightful claims.

### Chapter LVII: Egil's Outlawry and Vengeance

King Eric, upon discovering Egil’s continued existence in Norway after his
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exile, issues a decree of outlawry against him. News of this ban prompts Egil

to retreat to the sea, seeking refuge and the best course of action to reclaim

his honor. Unbeknownst to him, Gunnhild's etchings pit Egil against King

Eric’s determined wrath.

Egil’s outlaws gather as he navigates these treacherous waters, ultimately

finding reprisal in battle against Bergonund and his men upon encountering

them, resulting in a bloody confrontation in which Egil succeeds in avenging

Thorolf’s death and reclaiming his dignity. The narrative unfolds with brutal

violence, leading to the deaths of Berngonund and others loyal to the King,

showcasing Egil’s undying spirit and thirst for retribution.

Eventually, he sets up a Scorn-Pole, cursing King Eric and Gunnhild,

marking his defiance before sailing back towards Iceland, laying waste in his

wake.

### Chapter LVIII: The Death of Skallagrim

Skallagrim, now old and infirm, addresses unresolved matters regarding a

fee Egil borrowed for his father. Before Egil journeys to attend a feast,

Skallagrim secretly ventures out, and upon his return, he is discovered dead,

stiffened in his chair. Egil rushes back upon receiving the news, executing

his father's burial with dignity, ensuring that Skallagrim is properly laid to

rest in a ship with his weapons, signaling the end of an era of Skallagrim’s
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strength.

### Chapter LIX: Egil's Third Voyage and Capture

With changing tides in Norway, Egil sets his sights on more distant shores,

eager to travel to England. Despite weather conditions delaying his

preparations, he ultimately sets sail, leading his crew bravely into the stormy

seas. They are wrecked upon landing at Humber, and Egil learns that King

Eric is in close proximity with his troops.

Rather than hiding, Egil embarks straight to the heart of danger, seeking out

his former ally, Arinbiorn. The journey into the King’s hall meets violent

resistance; Gunnhild’s wrath hangs over him like a dark cloud. However,

through diplomacy and the intervention of Arinbiorn, he finds himself

spared temporarily as King Eric contemplates his tragic past and the weight

of Egil's deeds—ultimately setting the stage for a gripping confrontation

between past loyalties and present animosities in a land grappling with the

realities of bloodshed and divides.

This unfolding saga encapsulates loss, loyalty, revenge, and the intricate

bonds of kinship that define Egil’s world—a blend of triumphs and betrayals

marking the unpredictable fortunes of a warrior poet.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13

Summary of Selected Chapters

Chapter K  

Arinbiorn sits alone in a loft, waiting to meet King Eric. As he waits, Egil

composes a "drapa" (a type of Norse poetic verse) that he plans to recite the

next day. Both prepare for their audience with the king, knowing that their

fates hang in the balance.

Chapter LX: Egil's Drapa Before King Eric  

King Eric holds a grand banquet in York, surrounded by warriors. Arinbiorn,

accompanied by Egil and a portion of their followers, seeks an audience with

the king, asserting that Egil has not fled and deserves a fair judgment.

Gunnhild, a powerful figure at court, argues against leniency for Egil due to

his past misdeeds. Arinbiorn contends that offering Egil a week's safe

passage would honor both the king and Egil, but Gunnhild dismisses this

notion, warning that Egil could escape to King Athelstane and that Eric’s

might has waned. Ultimately, King Eric agrees to let Egil go unharmed but

forbids him from returning to his sight or the realm, citing their past enmity.

In gratitude for his reprieve, Egil recites his drapa, praising the king and
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recounting his valor in battle, which earns him a temporary reprieve.

Chapter LXI: Egil's Life Granted by the King  

After Egil's recital, King Eric acknowledges the weight of Arinbiorn's plea,

granting Egil the gift of life but stating he must never return to the realm.

Egil gratefully accepts the king's decision. Arinbiorn expresses thanks for

the favor, and the two depart with a contingent of men. They receive a warm

welcome from King Athelstane back in England, where Egil recounts his

challenging encounter with King Eric.

Chapter LXII: Thorstein Ericson's Journey to Norway  

After learning of Eric All-wise's death in Norway, Arinbiorn and his nephew

Thorstein decide Thorstein should claim his inheritance. Thorstein journeys

to England, seeks King Athelstane's assistance, and plans to return to

Norway. Meanwhile, Egil prepares to return to Iceland but considers

claiming territory that was formerly his. Their collaboration strengthens ties

as they both seek to regain what was lost.

Chapter LXIII: Egil and King Hakon Athelstane's Fosterling  

Thorstein and Egil finally travel north to meet King Hakon, who agrees to

restore Thorstein's family reputation and possessions. Egil also requests
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reparation for his own lands, bringing forth evidence of previous claims

against him from King Eric. Hakon cautiously agrees but encourages Egil to

return to Iceland for safety from lingering enmity in Norway. Hakon

promises to protect Egil while he establishes his fortune in Iceland.

Chapter LXIV: The Encounter with Ljot the Pale  

Egil and Thorstein continue their journey back south to Raumsdale, where

they encounter Fridgeir, a young man challenged to a duel by Ljot the Pale, a

formidable berserker. Fridgeir's mother, Gyda, implores Egil to assist her

son. Honor-bound, Egil agrees to fight in Fridgeir's stead. The next day, Egil

confronts Ljot in a holmgang (a type of duel), demonstrating both skill and

bravery. In the battle, Egil swiftly gains the upper hand, ultimately severing

Ljot’s foot and killing him. Egil's victory not only secures Fridgeir's life but

also earns him significant gratitude and strengthens his reputation as a

warrior.

Through these chapters, themes of loyalty, honor, and the quest for power

are woven together with Norse traditions and the harsh realities of their

society. The characters navigate complex relationships, navigating the

responsibilities of lineage, all while grappling with the ever-present dangers

of feuds and battles.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14

Summary of Chapters LXIV to LXIX

In the unfolding saga of Egil Skallagrimsson, the narrative begins with the

aftermath of Egil's confrontation with Ljot the Pale, a notorious figure in the

region. Ljot’s reputation as a cruel Swede led to his demise at the hands of

Egil, who, following this victory, attempts to reclaim the estates that

rightfully belonged to his wife, Asgerd, as inheritance from her father. 

Egil’s steadfastness continues as he journeys back to the Firths after a

meeting with Fridgeir, where he entrusts him with the responsibility of

claiming Ljot's possessions. His journey leads him south to Sogn to seek the

support of Thord at Aurland. Here, he finds a warm reception and extends

his stay throughout the spring.

As the narrative progresses into Chapter LXV, Egil travels to Hordaland,

where he confronts Atli the Short, who currently lays claim to the estate Egil

desires. Their tense encounter reveals a complex backdrop of past

confrontations, including Atli's grievances over the deaths of his brothers,

which adds layers of animosity between them. Despite Atli's pleas, Egil

insists on their claims being settled in the traditional manner—that is, via a

holmgang, or a duel, to determine rightful ownership. 
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The duel is a fierce spectacle, showcasing both warriors' skills and strength.

They engage in an initial exchange of spears but quickly transition to their

swords, with both men taking significant damage to their shields. As the

fight intensifies, Egil, frustrated by his sword’s lack of effectiveness, resorts

to grappling with Atli, ultimately leading to a dramatic triumph where Egil

dispatches Atli by biting through his windpipe, thus claiming victory and the

contested lineage.

With his newfound wealth and newfound possessions, Egil returns to

Iceland, establishing a prosperous life with his wife, Asgerd. They enjoy

familial bliss, welcoming several children: Bodvar, Gunnar, Thorgerd, Bera,

and Thorstein, each promising and gifted in their own right.

In Chapter LXVII, Egil learns of the shifting power dynamics in Norway

following the death of Eric Bloodaxe. With Arinbiorn back in Norway and

cultivating favorable relations with the new king, Egil, feeling a stirring

desire for adventure, prepares to sail back to Norway. He gathers a crew,

including the strong and seasoned Onund Sjoni, before setting forth across

the sea.

Upon arriving in Norway, Egil reconnects with Arinbiorn, who welcomes

him warmly at his home. Their camaraderie is fortified through gifts

exchanged during the winter festivities, showing Egil's acknowledgment of
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Arinbiorn's generosity. 

However, as winter gives way to spring in Chapter LXVIII, Egil’s mood

darkens with concern over the estate he rightfully won from Ljot, which has

now fallen under the king's ban. Arinbiorn’s attempts to mediate with King

Hakon on Egil’s behalf are met with resistance, emphasizing the

complexities of power and loyalty in the shifting political landscape.

Disheartened by the king’s lack of support, Egil is momentarily despondent. 

Yet, Arinbiorn, recognizing Egil’s rightful claim, compensates him

personally with a substantial sum of silver. This act restores Egil’s spirits,

demonstrating the strength of their bond and Arinbiorn's loyalty.

In Chapter LXIX, during the spring, Arinbiorn announces his intention to go

a-viking, organizing an expedition with a formidable crew of three ships.

Egil joins this venture, but as they raid in Frisland, they encounter stiff

resistance from the local populace. A fierce battle ensues, showcasing Egil’s

bravery as he takes on multiple foes, and contributes significantly to the

Viking’s success.

As autumn approaches, the party regroups, and Arinbiorn reveals his plans

to align with the sons of Eric the Bloodaxe. Knowing that Egil wishes to

return to Iceland, he proposes that they part ways. They say their goodbyes,

with Egil preparing to sail back home to seek his place and family once
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more, reinforcing the themes of loyalty, adventure, and the fight for rightful

claims in the saga of Norse heroes.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 15 Summary: 15

In these chapters, Egil, a renowned Viking warrior and poet, embarks on a

 journey filled with challenges and intrigues. After staying with Thorstein

Thorason for the winter in Wick, Egil learns of King Hakon's desire to

collect the tribute (scat) owed from the region of Vermland, which has been

neglected since Hakon’s father, King Harald, ruled. As King Hakon sends

messengers to fetch the scat, they are met with resistance from Earl Arnvid,

who governs Vermland and has lost control over the area, leading to the

deaths of Hakon's envoys at the hands of outlaws.

Egil, realizing Thorstein might be targeted by the king's orders, offers to

undertake the dangerous mission himself. He prepares for travel along with

three companions, facing harsh winter conditions as they journey toward

Vermland. Along the way, they encounter other men, including King’s men

who decide to abandon their initial mission to seek vengeance against Egil.

At last, Egil arrives at the home of Armod Beard, a wealthy landowner,

where he is warmly received. However, their hospitality quickly turns into a

bizarre drinking contest, culminating in Egil drunkenly vomiting on Armod,

an insult that incites tension. Despite this incident, Egil spares Armod’s life

thanks to the pleas of his wife and daughter but leaves a lasting mark on him

by shearing off his beard, further humiliating him.
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Egil continues onward to the home of Thorfinn, where he learns about a sick

woman named Helga. With a knowledge of magic runes, Egil attempts to

heal her, successfully lifting her fever after performing a cleansing ritual.

This act of compassion earns him gratitude and support from Thorfinn, who

offers his son Helgi as a companion for further travel.

As Egil and his companions proceed, they learn from their hosts that Armod

has laid traps for them, but they find no enemies along the way. Upon

reaching Earl Arnvid’s court, Egil officially collects the owed scat for King

Hakon. The Earl, knowing of the tensions between his men and the King’s,

hands over the tribute reluctantly, aware that it may not suffice for the king’s

expectations, especially in light of the slain messengers.

The chapters highlight themes of loyalty, the intricacies of power dynamics

among Viking leaders, and the precariousness of honor and reputation within

their society. Egil’s journey not only tests his bravery and wit but also

reflects a broader narrative about the volatility of Viking life and the

consequences of defiance against authority.
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Chapter 16: 16

### Summary of Chapters Seventy-Five to Seventy-Nine

Chapter Seventy-Five: The Fight in Eidwood

The narrative follows Egil Skallagrimsson, who learns from his companions

about threats posed by the King's men in Eidwood. He receives advice to

confront them decisively to eliminate the slanders against him before the

King hears the news. Determined, Egil and his thirty companions prepare for

battle. They split into two groups at a fork in the path, surveilling the area

vigilantly. As they navigate the wood, they encounter skirmishes with eight

men lying in ambush. Despite being outnumbered, Egil fiercely defends his

party and manages to defeat his foes, leaving behind a handful of the injured

Vermlanders. They regroup and continue their journey, successfully evading

complete destruction at the hands of the enemy.

Chapter Seventy-Six: Delivering the Scat and King Hakon's Response

After their narrow escape from Eidwood, Egil and his men arrive at

Thorfinn's estate, where their wounds are treated. When Egil is ready to

depart, he and Thorfinn part as friends, each giving gifts. Upon returning to

King Hakon with the scat (tribute) from Vermland, Hakon is pleased to
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discover that the threat against him has been neutralized and that Egil’s

efforts have safeguarded peace. However, Hakon's victory is soon followed

by the news of Earl Arnvid's flight and the execution of revenge against

disloyal bonders in the east, indicating the ongoing instability in Norway.

Hakon also expands his territory and consolidates power, resulting in a

strengthened rule.

Chapter Seventy-Seven: The Wedding of Egil’s Stepdaughter and the

 Burning of Thord Lambison

With Egil’s return to Iceland, the landscape has shifted, leading to the

demise of several influential landholders, replaced by their descendants.

Thord Lambison's stronghold is burned by runaway thralls belonging to

Ketil Gufa, who had absconded with valuables. Thord's son, Lambi, upon

returning from the Althing, seeks revenge and manages to defeat several of

the thralls. Meanwhile, Egil secures a beneficial marriage for his

stepdaughter Thordis with Grim of Mossfell, who is regarded as both

wealthy and respectable, knowing this will strengthen his family ties.

Chapter Seventy-Eight: Thorgerd's Marriage and Egil's Grief

Olaf, a wealthy and handsome man, marries Egil's daughter, Thorgerd. Their

family grows with notable offspring. However, tragedy strikes when Egil

loses his beloved sons, Bodvar and Gunnar, in a shipping disaster. Bodvar's
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body is found washed ashore, prompting Egil to perform an emotional

funeral rite for his son at his family’s burial mound. Grieving deeply, Egil

shuts himself off from the world. Thorgerd, feeling the weight of loss like

her father, expresses her despair as she wishes to follow him in death.

Ultimately, Egil channels his grief into a somber yet powerful poem, "Sons'

Wreck," mourning his lost family and reflecting on life’s transience.

Chapter Seventy-Nine: Thorstein's Growth and Changes within Egil's

 Family

Egil’s son Thorstein grows into a handsome and mild-mannered young man.

While Egil ages, complications arise due to the perceived shortcomings in

his lineage. After the death of his wife, Asgerd, Egil relocates to his

son-in-law Grim’s home at Mossfell, as he wants to remain near Thordis,

whom he cherishes. As time passes, Thorstein marries and expands his

family, while Egil's fortunes shift as he receives a noble shield from

Thorstein, which he honors through another skaldic composition. Egil

continues to maintain a generous household but refrains from engaging in

conflicts, reflecting the quieter, later years of his tumultuous life.

This summary encapsulates the events of the chosen chapters and highlights

the central themes of loyalty, loss, and the repercussions of warfare, along

with the evolving dynamics within Egil’s family and his community.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17

### Summary of Chapters LXXX to LXXXVII

The narrative begins with an exploration of lineage, introducing various

prominent figures descended from Skallagrim, particularly highlighting

Thorstein's lineage, which is known as the Myresmen’s kindred.

Chapter LXXX shifts focus to Steinar, the son of Onund Sjoni, who

 resides at Anisbrent while Thorstein Egilson lives at Burg. Steinar inherits

his father's wealth but is characterized by his brutish appearance and

quarrelsome nature, leading to a growing animosity between him and

Thorstein. The conflict arises over Steinar's grazing of cattle on what

Thorstein claims to be his land, known as Stacksmire. After some

confrontations, Thorstein's servant Grani is killed when he confronts

Thorstein, escalating tensions further.

Chapter LXXXI details Thorstein's increasing assertiveness. He kills

 Thrand, another of Steinar's servants, under the pretense of protecting his

land. Steinar, enraged, seeks legal recourse. He enlists the support of friends

to take Thorstein to court for the deaths of his thralls, leading to a clash of

powerful families.
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Chapter LXXXII sees Egil Skallagrimsson, Thorstein's father,

 intervening to mediate the brewing feud. Egil proposes a resolution to the

dispute, placing faith in the bonds of friendship between the two fathers,

hoping to prevent an embarrassing conflict. Ultimately, a resolution seems

possible through Egil’s intervention.

In Chapter LXXXIII, the situation escalates into a legal battle, with Egil

 adjudicating the feud at the Thing, the legislative assembly of the time.

Steinar's attempts to press charges against Thorstein face opposition, and

Egil uses his authority to settle the matter in favor of Thorstein, issuing a

severe ruling against Steinar for instigating the conflict over land.

Chapter LXXXIV describes the aftermath of the ruling. Steinar, striving

 for revenge, engages in an encounter with Thorstein that results in further

violence. The two sides clash, leading to fatalities among their thralls and

intensifying the conflict. Thorstein’s young son Grim is also injured, but is

later buried with honors, marking a significant moment of loss for Thorstein.

Chapter LXXXV marks the gradual decline of Egil Skallagrimsson.

 Despite his declining health, he harbors plans that reflect his spirited and

defiant nature. He wishes to sow silver at the Thing to provoke chaos among

the attendees, believing it would be memorable. However, his family

successfully dissuades him from this idea. 
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In Chapter LXXXVI, after Egil's death, his remains become part of

 Icelandic lore, with speculation about their resting place leading to grand

tales and eventual discovery of his impressive bones generations later. The

narrative reflects on Egil’s legendary strength even in death.

Finally, Chapter LXXXVII discusses the legacy of Thorstein Egilson,

 who upholds the values of his ancestor Egil, as he embraces Christianity

and establishes a church at Burg. His family continues to produce notable

figures, despite the hereditary characteristics that reflect both strength and

uniqueness in appearance—continuing the lineage of the Myresmen.

In conclusion, these chapters depict a rich tapestry of familial conflict,

legendary feats, and the interconnectedness of bloodlines, grounding the

story in the cultural heritage of the time and the values of honor, strength,

and legacy.
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