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About the book

In "Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God," Henry T.

Blackaby invites readers on a transformative journey where faith aligns with

profound intimacy and understanding of God's unwavering presence. This

seminal work goes beyond conventional Christian doctrine to explore the

dynamic relationship God seeks to have with each person—a relationship

where discernment and action harmonize with divine purpose. As Blackaby

unfolds a tapestry of biblical insights intertwined with real-life testimonies,

readers are drawn into a compelling exploration of spiritual awakening that

transcends mere religion. Set your heart to discover God's personal calling,

navigate life's challenges with divine wisdom, and walk a path illuminated

by His eternal love. Prepare for your spiritual horizon to broaden as you

truly experience God in every dimension of your life.
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About the author

Henry T. Blackaby, an influential figure in contemporary Christianity, is

known for his pivotal contribution to spiritual growth and discipleship. Born

in British Columbia, Canada, Blackaby has dedicated his life to the ministry,

preaching the transformative power of faith and the intimate experience of

God’s presence. As a pastor, husband, and father of five, his insights extend

beyond theology, touching on practical aspects of living a God-centered life.

With a foundation in Baptist tradition, Blackaby's teachings are reflected in

his acclaimed book, "Experiencing God," where he explores the dynamic

relationship between God and humanity. His work emphasizes the

importance of recognizing God's continual work in the ordinary contours of

daily life and has inspired countless believers to seek a deeper, more

personal connection with their Creator, making his writings a timeless

source of spiritual guidance.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Knowing God by Experience

In the chapter titled "Knowing God by Experience" from the book, the

 author explores the profound distinction between knowing about God

intellectually and truly experiencing Him in one's life. The text opens with a

personal anecdote shared by the author, illustrating how he, his wife, and

two others narrowly avoided an accident, experiencing firsthand God's

protection during a potentially fatal incident on a busy freeway. This

incident shifted the author's understanding of God as a protector from a mere

concept to a vivid, lived reality.

The narrative distinguishes between Greek and Hebrew conceptualizations

of knowledge: Greeks might approach knowledge academically, whereas

Hebrews, like Jesus, emphasize experiential learning. Jesus's assertion in

John 17:3 about eternal life being knowledge of God implies a deep,

personal relationship, not just academic understanding. This form of

knowing is about experience and relational intimacy with God, where faith

is not just intellectually held but actively lived out, as exemplified in the

Bible.

The text also delves into how God reveals Himself through specific names,

each reflecting various aspects of His nature and character. One significant

story discussed is Abraham's test of faith with his son Isaac, where Abraham

comes to know God as "Jehovah Jireh" or "The Lord Will Provide," after
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God intervenes and provides a ram in place of Isaac. This story demonstrates

that God often uses challenging circumstances to reveal aspects of His

character, allowing people to know Him more deeply through their

experiences.

Additionally, the author shares his own faith-testing experience in Canada as

a pastor dealing with financial uncertainties when inviting a mission pastor

to a new church without guaranteed funds. Through specific, unprovoked

acts of generosity from others, the author witnesses God's provision,

reinforcing the understanding of God as a provider.

Further, the text recounts Moses's encounter with God in the burning bush,

where God identifies Himself as "I AM WHO I AM." This declaration

underscores God's eternal presence and sufficiency for any need. Throughout

Moses's journey, as well as in the lives of Joshua and the Israelites, God's

character is experienced through different aspects of His identity, such as

"The Lord Is My Banner," symbolizing His protection and leadership in

victorious battles.

The chapter underscores the transformative nature of personal experiences

with God, encouraging believers to seek relational encounters with Him. It

highlights the importance of worship and praise as responses to

understanding God’s multifaceted nature through His names.
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In reflecting on these insights, readers are prompted to consider the

characteristics of God they have personally experienced and which aspects

of His nature they hope to encounter more fully. Questions for reflection

encourage one to ponder how God’s names and attributes have become

significant in their own lives. This experiential approach invites deeper

engagement and relationship with the divine, advocating for a faith that is

both personal and dynamic.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Experiencing God Beyond Intellectual Knowledge

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, the idea that truly experiencing

God is much more powerful than just academically knowing about

Him can serve as a catalyst for your journey of faith. Imagine the

profound impact on your life when the concept of God transitions

from a mere intellectual understanding to something real and vivid,

much like the author’s encounter on the busy freeway. By embracing

this experiential aspect of knowing God, you'll find your faith

becoming an active, dynamic force in your life. Each challenge and

triumph provides an opportunity to encounter His nature in deeper

ways, thus transforming the way you live your daily existence. You

are invited to seek out these personal, relational encounters with God,

allowing your experiences to mold your understanding of His

character and to ignite a more vibrant, intimate connection with Him.
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Chapter 1 Summary: God Works According to His
Nature

The chapter discusses the profound nature of God's love and its implication

 on human experience, particularly in the face of trials and challenges. It

begins with the assertion from 1 John 4:7-8 that divine love is inherent to

God's nature, and it serves as the foundation for understanding His will and

actions.

The narrative transitions into a personal story about the author's daughter,

Carrie, who was diagnosed with Hodgkin's Disease at sixteen. This event

challenged the family's faith and understanding of God's love. The author

expresses the struggle of witnessing Carrie's suffering during aggressive

cancer treatments, which could have led to blaming God or questioning His

love. However, through prayer and reflection, the author chose to trust in

God's immutable love, as demonstrated through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ

on the cross.

The core message emphasizes that a relationship of love and trust in God

provides the strength to endure life's hardships without doubting His

unwavering love. The author asserts that God's nature is characterized by

love, omniscience, and omnipotence, each influencing how believers should

perceive and follow His will.
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1. God is Love: This implies that His will is always in our best interest.

 While circumstances may be confusing or painful, God's love is constant

and perfect. His commands, though sometimes challenging, are intended for

our good, akin to a protective guide through a minefield of life’s potential

dangers.

2. God is All-Knowing: God's omniscience means His directions are

 always correct. Believers are encouraged to rely on God's infinite

understanding rather than their limited human wisdom. Trusting God's

guidance, even when it doesn't initially make sense, leads to the best

outcomes.

3. God is All-Powerful: God's omnipotence assures that He empowers

 believers to accomplish His will. The author provides biblical examples to

illustrate how God enables His followers to fulfill tasks beyond their

apparent capabilities. This power reassures believers that they can respond to

God’s callings, knowing He will equip them adequately.

The chapter emphasizes that a believer's confidence in God's love directly

influences their response to His commands. Trust in His nature leads to

obedience, while doubt can hinder one's willingness to follow His directions.

Through anecdotes and scriptural references, the author underscores that

understanding God's nature is central to a life aligned with His will.
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To engage the reader further, questions for reflection are provided,

encouraging personal contemplation on experiences where God's love,

wisdom, and power were evident. The chapter concludes with a preview of

how Carrie's circumstances ultimately glorified God and fostered a global

prayer movement, illustrating the profound impact of trusting in God’s

nature.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Doing God's Will

In the chapter "Doing God's Will," the narrative centers around Claude

 King’s journey to understand the essence of fulfilling God’s purpose and

the broader concept of aligning personal actions with divine will. After

finishing seminary in 1984, Claude King and his wife aspired to become

church planters in Gwinnett County, Georgia, taking every possible class in

church planting and evangelism. Despite their intense preparation, they were

unable to secure employment during a time of low unemployment and failed

to establish the church they envisioned.

Initially, Claude was perplexed by the lack of success until a pivotal moment

in 1986 when a conversation led him to realize that his plans were

self-driven rather than seeking to align with God’s intentions. This

revelation brought a shift in his perspective, leading him to engage with

local churches and observe God’s work rather than enforcing his own

strategy. Within months, new opportunities for church plants emerged

without Claude’s need to initiate them, demonstrating that God could

achieve more in a short time than human efforts might in years.

The core lesson Claude learned—and which the chapter emphasizes—is the

importance of focusing on what God intends to accomplish, rather than

asking what God can do through one's individual life. Jesus modeled this by

prioritizing God's will during His ministry, making it a central theme (John
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4:34). Aligning one’s life with God's purposes requires an outward focus on

divine will rather than an inward focus on personal intentions and plans.

The text urges readers to establish a love-centered relationship with God, as

opposed to simply engaging in activities for His sake. People often find

themselves busy with religious activities without seeking what God truly

desires (Psalm 37:7). Engaging in such a relationship involves patiently

listening and responding to God’s voice, as well as trusting that God has the

power to guide and sustain them through all circumstances, mirroring the

way a seasoned farmer might provide real-time directions based on his

intimate knowledge of the land.

Jesus described Himself as "the vine," emphasizing that remaining in Him is

essential for bearing meaningful fruit (John 15:5). The chapter suggests that

spiritual burnout stems from attempting works without divine initiation,

contrasting with the tranquility that comes from working alongside Jesus. By

taking on Christ’s yoke, believers discover that accomplishing God's

purposes can be refreshing rather than exhausting (Matthew 11:28-30).

The notion of God pursuing a love relationship is underscored by His desire

not just to give general life directions but to engage believers daily with new

tasks and guidance. This means being open to God's unforeseen plans

instead of relying on human-defined paths or abilities. The chapter reminds

readers that God’s assignments appear in varied and often unexpected ways
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across Scripture, highlighting the need for flexible and obedient faith.

The chapter closes by considering Abraham’s faith journey. Called by God

to leave his homeland based on minimal instruction, Abraham exemplifies

trusting God step-by-step rather than relying on detailed plans (Genesis

12:1-5). This story, along with other biblical examples, illustrates that God's

guidance often comes gradually and requires constant reliance on His

direction.

Ultimately, the chapter reinforces the concept that God values a day-by-day

relational walk, wherein believers prioritize knowing Him over fulfilling

tasks. It highlights the significance of resting in His presence and responding

to His call moment by moment, ensuring alignment with His will. The text

concludes with reflections that encourage readers to deepen their

relationship with God, seek His presence daily, and trust in His guidance

without anxiety over the future.
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Chapter 4: Being God's Servant

In "Being God's Servant," the author delves into the essence of servanthood,

 using scripture and real-life examples to emphasize how individuals can

align themselves with God's purpose and mission. The chapter opens with a

biblical reference from John 12:26, highlighting that true service to God

involves following Him and being honored by the Father.

A poignant anecdote illustrates this theme: a former pastor, embittered by

experiences with ungodly church leaders, leaves the ministry to find success

in the business. However, a transformative church study, "Experiencing

God," reminds him of his original divine calling, prompting him to return to

ministry with renewed purpose. This story underscores that serving God isn't

about one's career but about participating in His work with a humble heart.

The author further explains servanthood through Jesus’ example, as

described by the Apostle Paul in Philippians 2:5-8. Jesus, despite His divine

nature, humbly took on the form of a servant, demonstrating the attitude His

followers should adopt. Jesus’ declaration that He came to serve and offer

His life (Matthew 20:27-28) sets the ultimate standard for servanthood,

accompanied by God’s commissioning in John 20:21 to join His mission for

salvation.

The text differentiates between servanthood to God and human service.
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While human servanthood involves executing orders, divine servanthood

involves God working through individuals, akin to a potter shaping clay as

described in Jeremiah 18:1-6. This metaphor illustrates the importance of

being moldable and available for God’s use, emphasizing that success in

God’s kingdom comes from God working through obedient individuals.

The author recounts an experience with churches in Vancouver. When

planning outreach during EXPO '86, the community of believers set a

faith-driven budget beyond their means, trusting God to provide. Their faith

was rewarded as they exceeded their financial goals, resulting in nearly

twenty thousand people coming to faith.

Biblical figures such as Elijah demonstrate the power of obedience. Facing

the prophets of Baal, Elijah’s faith and obedience allowed God to perform

miracles to reveal His supremacy. Similarly, ordinary people like the

apostles Peter and John, and evangelist D. L. Moody, illustrate how God can

work through anyone who is wholly dedicated to Him. Their stories remind

us that God's most profound works often involve ordinary individuals who

are willing to submit to His will.

The chapter concludes by embracing the notion of God using ordinary

people to achieve His divine purposes. John the Baptist, despite his brief

ministry, was celebrated by Jesus for his greatness, reflecting God’s unique

standard of excellence, which values faithfulness over worldly success (Luke
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7:28). Paul echoes the sentiment in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, emphasizing that

God often chooses the weak to demonstrate His power.

In summary, the call to salvation includes the role of serving God in His

mission to reconcile the world. Jesus exemplifies servanthood through

humility and obedience. Despite personal limitations, God shapes and uses

individuals to do His work, revealing Himself through their lives. The

chapter encourages readers to reflect on their relationship with God, urging

them to embrace their roles as servants, trusting God to accomplish His

purposes through their lives.

Experiencing God Today: The chapter invites readers to assess their

 servanthood, encouraging actions that align with God’s will.

Questions for Reflection: These prompt readers to consider their

 self-perception in servitude, the impact of feeling ordinary, conditions they

place on serving God, and moments when they’ve experienced God’s work

through them, all encouraging deeper engagement with their faith and

service.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Seven Realities of Experiencing
God

In "Seven Realities of Experiencing God," the narrative begins with an

 impactful real-world example from Angola Prison in Louisiana, known for

its formidable conditions and large population of inmates serving life

sentences. A new Christian warden, inspired by the transformative potential

of faith, initiated a program based on the "Experiencing God" study for the

prisoners, including those on death row. The program proved transformative,

reducing violence and drug use and fostering numerous conversions to

Christianity. Seven inmate-led congregations emerged, and some convicts

even pursued theological education, indicating profound rehabilitation. This

change attracted interest nationwide, with other prisons asking for these

transformed inmates to be transferred to them.

The warden’s experience at Angola exemplifies a broader spiritual truth:

God is actively at work in the world, and humans are invited to join His

mission. The Lord, revealing His intentions through the prophets as stated in

Amos 3:7, seeks people to participate in His divine plan. The author's

exploration into biblical patterns of divine-human interaction identifies three

key characteristics of God's communication: the recipients knew it was God,

understood His message, and knew how to respond. From these

observations, the author distills the "Seven Realities of Experiencing God,"

which are not rigid steps to discern divine will but rather frameworks to
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recognize how God involves people in His work.

Moses serves as a prime biblical example of these realities in action. His

encounter with God at the burning bush highlights God's initiative in

inviting individuals to join His work. Moses’ journey illustrates how God is

always at work (Reality 1), often orchestrating events long before He calls

us to join. At the burning bush, God invited Moses to lead the Israelites out

of Egypt (Reality 3), revealing His plans directly to him (Reality 4). This led

to a personal crisis of belief for Moses, challenging him to trust God beyond

his perceived limitations (Reality 5). To fulfill this call, Moses had to make

significant adjustments in his life, leaving behind his previous life and

embracing his God-given mission (Reality 6). Through obedience, Moses

came to know God intimately, experiencing His power as the Red Sea parted

and the Egyptians were defeated (Reality 7).

The chapter encapsulates how one can recognize and respond to God's work

in their lives through the "Seven Realities": recognizing God's omnipresent

activity, cultivating a meaningful relationship with Him, accepting His

invitation to join His work, understanding His communication, facing and

overcoming crises of faith, adjusting one's life accordingly, and finally,

experiencing God through obedience. 

Readers are encouraged to reflect on these realities in their own lives.

Questions for reflection prompt introspection about recognizing God's work
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around them, His recent invitations, and any required life adjustments. The

narrative underscores that experiencing God requires walking by faith,

consistently adjusting one's life to align with divine purposes, and obeying

God's guidance even when it feels beyond one's capabilities. This process

promises a deeper, experiential knowledge of God as He fulfills His work

through those who join Him.

Subheading Summary

Introduction:
Angola
Prison

The transformative impact of "Experiencing God" in Angola Prison
showed reduced violence and drug use, leading to conversions and
interest nationwide.

God's Work
in the World

The warden's program highlighted that God invites people into His
mission, showing three key attributes of divine communication.

The
Example of
Moses

Moses' interaction with God illustrated the "Seven Realities," including
recognizing God's work, invitation, understanding His message, and
responding through faith and adjustments.

Key Realities
of
Experiencing
God

The "Seven Realities" encourage recognizing God's work, building a
relationship, facing belief crises, making life adjustments, and
experiencing God's power through obedience.

Personal
Reflection

The chapter concludes by encouraging readers to reflect on God's work
in their lives, His invitations, needed life changes, and walking by faith.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: God is always at work around you

Critical Interpretation: In the core of your everyday experiences, God's

consistent activity shapes the world in ways you may not immediately

perceive. When you begin to see and understand the depth of His

involvement, it offers a transformative perspective on life's purpose

and direction. This insight empowers you to view challenges not as

solitary battles, but as opportunities to engage with a grander divine

mission. Recognizing that God is always working not only grants

peace in uncertainty but also fuels a search for your unique role within

His plan. As you open yourself to witnessing God's motions, it instills

a sense of purpose and encourages an active pursuit of faith, inviting

you to be part of something far beyond your own making. Thus,

experiencing God becomes a dynamic relationship built on faith,

reflection, and discernment that not only inspires but brings profound

meaning to your journey.
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Chapter 6 Summary: God Is at Work around You

In the chapter "God is at Work Around You," the narrative interweaves

 theological exploration with real-life examples to reinforce the message that

God is continuously active in the world and invites believers to join Him in

His work. The chapter begins with a scripture from John 5:17, 19-20, which

emphasizes Jesus' assertion that He does nothing on His own but only

follows the Father's actions. This forms the foundation for understanding

that believers, too, are called to observe where God is working and join in

His mission.

The chapter presents a compelling story of an inner-city church in California

that was on the verge of closing due to dwindling membership. The church

members embarked on a study of "Experiencing God" and rediscovered the

dynamic truth that God is always at work around them despite apparent

inactivity. This realization began when they were asked by an apartment

manager to help local children with after-school activities. This led to

engagement with unwed mothers, drug addicts, and gang members,

eventually revitalizing the church. This story is a practical demonstration of

the concept that God invites His followers to participate in His ongoing

work and that by joining Him, even a struggling church can become a

powerful force for transformation in its community.

The chapter then delves into the relationship between Jesus and the Father,
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using the concept of the Trinity to illustrate how God's work involves the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Despite the complexity of the Trinity,

believers are encouraged to follow Jesus' model of absolute surrender to

God's will, understanding that God desires to involve His servants in

accomplishing His divine purposes.

An example from a pastor's own ministry illustrates a similar principle. At

his congregation, members were led to focus on a university campus, where

initial efforts to establish Bible studies seemed to falter. However, they

learned to discern God's activity, discovering a group of students seeking

spiritual guidance. This led to a blossoming student ministry that saw many

brought to faith in Christ.

The chapter emphasizes the necessity of believers to be vigilant in observing

God's work in their surroundings and adjusting their lives to participate in

His plans. It suggests that rather than concentrating solely on identifying

one's spiritual gifts, believers should focus on God's assignments, which

often come with the necessary divine equipping. Biblical examples from the

Old Testament illustrate how figures like Moses and David were empowered

by the Holy Spirit to fulfill specific assignments. The equipping came in

response to their obedience rather than their natural abilities or past

experiences.

The narrative concludes by reinforcing that spiritual gifts stem from the
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Holy Spirit, who is the true gift to the believer. Rather than relying on

personal abilities, believers are called to depend on God's presence to guide

and enable them. This requires believers to be open to new assignments

beyond perceived limitations and personal comfort zones.

In summary, the chapter teaches that God is always active, seeking to

involve believers in His work. By aligning themselves with God's initiatives

rather than relying solely on personal capabilities, believers can effectively

participate in God's redemptive mission. Reflection questions encourage

readers to identify past experiences of God's work and consider instances

where they might have missed recognizing His activity, ultimately urging

them to trust that God is at work around them, and to live a God-centered

life focused on His callings.
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Chapter 7 Summary: God Pursues a Love Relationship
with You

This text focuses on the importance of a love relationship with God,

 grounded in biblical teachings and real-life experiences. It underscores the

Christian belief that God actively pursues individuals to establish this

relationship. Jesus' proclamation of the greatest commandment—loving God

with all one's heart, soul, and mind—is central to this theme.

The narrative includes compelling anecdotes, such as a university student's

life-altering encounter with God through a Bible study, illustrating how

divine love can lead to profound transformation. This transformation is

echoed in the story of Karla Fay Tucker, a death row inmate who found

redemption and peace through Christ, emphasizing that God's love can reach

even those in the depths of despair.

The discussion extends to the notion that obedience to God's commands is

intrinsically linked to our love for Him. Jesus exemplified this through His

obedience, not just to the law's letter but also its spirit. The text warns that if

obedience is challenging, it may reflect a deeper issue in one's relationship

with God.

Real-life difficulties are explored through a church member's struggles,

mirroring the lack of a deep love relationship with God due to unresolved
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parental issues. This highlights a common issue where individuals may

worship God out of obligation or fear rather than genuine love.

The chapter stresses that the Bible consistently depicts God initiating contact

with humans—from Adam and Eve to New Testament figures. It teaches

that sin obstructs people from seeking God independently, necessitating

divine intervention. Notable biblical figures like Saul (Paul) and the

disciples are cited as examples of God reaching out with love to transform

lives.

The text encourages believers to make their relationship with God the

cornerstone of their lives, insisting that a close relationship with the Divine

aligns one's life and purpose. It argues that while worldly desires and

accomplishments hold value, they should not compete with a complete

devotion to God.

Testimonies of transformed lives—such as a Brazilian man's deliverance

from alcoholism—demonstrate how turning to God results in personal and

communal change. The narrative consistently returns to the idea that God's

love is real, personal, and immensely practical, offering both spiritual

fulfillment and practical solutions to life's challenges.

The chapter ends by encouraging readers to nourish their relationship with

God through prayer and devotion, not out of obligation but from love and
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desire to grow closer to Him. Practical recommendations for developing this

relationship include regular, heartfelt dialogues with God and seeking His

presence in everyday life. 

In summary, the text weaves together scripture, personal stories, and

theological insight to underline the critical importance of a heartfelt,

obedient relationship with God, asserting this as the foundation for a

fulfilling Christian life.
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Chapter 8: God Invitation to Join Him in His Work

The chapters revolve around the theme of aligning one's life with God's

 purposes rather than pursuing self-centered goals. The narrative begins with

the author's personal journey of faith, where, after ten years as a pastor in

California, he and his wife Marilynn felt called by God to move to

Saskatoon, Canada. Their mission was to revitalize a declining church and to

start new mission churches across western Canada, despite the enormity of

the task and the apparent limitations. This story serves as an illustration of

how God can invite individuals to participate in His work, revealing that

what is impossible for humans can be possible with God.

The text contrasts God-centered living with self-centered living,

emphasizing the importance of focusing on God's abilities and purposes

rather than one's own skills and plans. God-centered living involves

confidence in and dependence on God, humility, and prioritizing God's

Kingdom. Biblical examples include Joseph, who resisted temptation;

Joshua and Caleb, who trusted in God's promise to enter the Promised Land;

and King Asa, who experienced God's deliverance in battle. 

In contrast, self-centered living is characterized by pride, reliance on

personal abilities, and focusing on worldly acceptance. This can be seen in

the stories of Adam and Eve, who disobeyed God out of a desire for

forbidden wisdom; the ten spies who doubted God's power; and King Asa,
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who turned to political alliances instead of seeking divine aid.

The text further expounds that God's purposes are more significant than our

personal plans. We are encouraged to discern God's plans and join them,

rather than impose our own agenda on divine activity. This is demonstrated

through biblical narratives where God revealed His plans to individuals like

Noah, Abraham, and Moses, inviting them to adjust their lives and

participate in His greater work.

An illustrative modern-day story tells of a doctor who initially ignored his

calling to become a medical missionary, only to later respond and use his

expertise in immunology to serve in AIDS-ravaged Africa. This story, along

with that of George Mueller, who relied solely on God for his ministry's

provisions, emphasizes the necessity of surrendering personal plans to

embrace God's will.

Practical guidance is given on discerning God's will—emphasizing prayer,

patience, and the alignment of circumstances with divine guidance. The

narrative urges readers to let go of personal ambitions and to be patient in

aligning with God's timing and methods.

The chapters conclude with reflective questions, encouraging readers to

evaluate their lives and priorities in light of God's plans, and to adjust

accordingly. Through historical and contemporary examples, readers are

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


invited to experience God's activity in their lives by adopting a God-centered

perspective, where God's purposes are primary and personal will is

surrendered.
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Chapter 9 Summary: God Invites You to Join Him

The chapter explores the theme of divine invitations, emphasizing that God

 seeks to reconcile the world to Himself and uses individuals as His

ambassadors to carry out this mission. Drawing from biblical examples, such

as Joseph, Esther, and John the Baptist, the text illustrates how God

historically invites people to partake in His work, often revealing His plans

in unexpected ways and times.

The narrative recounts a pivotal moment in the author's life when they felt

called to minister in Africa, inspired by an encounter with an

African-American missionary who highlighted the crisis of AIDS orphans.

Despite feeling unqualified, the author sees the call to speak at a national

gathering of African-American church leaders and a group of African

ambassadors at the UN as divinely orchestrated steps in their mission. This

experience underscores the belief that God's invitations come with limitless

possibilities for those who choose to heed them.

The chapter stresses the importance of recognizing God's timing, advising

followers to cultivate a deep relationship with Him and be patient for their

assignments. By contrasting Jesus’ years of preparation with His ultimate

public ministry, it encourages believers to trust that God will provide

instructions at the right moment.
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A reflection on Peter’s overconfidence highlights that God knows the exact

limits of one’s faith and aligns His assignments accordingly. It urges

believers to trust God's wisdom in placing them where they are most

effective, rather than striving for positions they feel they deserve.

The chapter further explains how believers can discern where God is

working. It compares this process to Jesus’ life, noting how He observed and

followed the Father’s work. Recognition of God’s activity requires an

intimate relationship with Him and spiritual insight, as seen in stories like

Elisha’s unseeing servant and the oblivious leaders of Jerusalem.

Through real-life examples, such as church-planting efforts based on divine

guidance rather than human strategy, the text illustrates how to join in God’s

work. It presents pragmatic steps for engaging with God’s activity, such as

prayer, asking insightful questions, listening for needs, and responding

appropriately.

In personal relationships, like witnessing to an unbelieving spouse, the

chapter advises allowing the Holy Spirit to work rather than forcing the

issue. It articulates things only God can accomplish, such as drawing people

to Himself and convicting them of sin, emphasizing that recognizing these

signs allows believers to join God’s work effectively.

The narrative concludes by outlining the faith-affirming assurance that when
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God initiates something, He completes it, based on scriptural promises.

Believers are encouraged to remain obedient and responsive to God's

revealed plans, trusting that He will accomplish His purposes through their

lives. This comprehensive journey calls for reflection on how God might be

working today, encouraging readers to discern and respond to His activity

around them.
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Chapter 10 Summary: God Speaks to His People

Summary of "God Speaks to His People"

The chapter provides a comprehensive exploration of how God

communicated with His people throughout the Bible and continues to do so

today. It ties together the narratives from different parts of the Bible,

emphasizing the intimate and personal nature of God's communication.

God's Communication in Scripture:

In the Bible, God consistently speaks to His people, starting with Adam and

Eve and progressing through the patriarchs, judges, kings, prophets, and

finally through Jesus and the apostles. In the Old Testament, God utilized

diverse methods like dreams, visions, angelic messages, and symbolic

actions to convey His messages. A key takeaway is that while the methods

varied, when God spoke, those involved recognized it was Him and

understood the message.

The Importance of Recognizing God's Voice:
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The chapter underscores the necessity of Christians recognizing when God

speaks. This recognition hinges on one’s intimate relationship with God,

where His voice becomes familiar and understandable. Several biblical

examples, like Moses at the burning bush, illustrate that when God initiates

communication, it comes with clarity and purpose.

God's Voice in the Gospels and Early Church:

During Jesus’s ministry, God spoke through Christ, meaning that

interactions with Jesus were direct encounters with God. Post-resurrection,

in the Book of Acts and the early church period, God communicated through

the Holy Spirit, continuing to guide and instruct believers as He had in the

past.

God's Communication Today:

The discussion transitions into the present, asserting that God still speaks to

His people through the Holy Spirit using various means: the Bible, prayer,

circumstances, and the church community. The personal experiences of the

author and others are shared to illustrate how God guides individuals in

modern times.
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Guidance and Obedience:

When God speaks, prompt and faithful obedience is crucial. Many biblical

figures, like Abraham, David, and Paul, had to wait and trust in God’s

timing, which was part of their preparation for God’s work. Obedience to

God’s word leads to the development of character and trust, essential for

receiving and fulfilling divine assignments.

Avoiding Pitfalls in Hearing God's Voice:

The chapter warns against seeking miraculous signs, relying solely on

circumstances, or using misguided methods to discern God’s guidance.

Emphasis is placed on knowing God’s character and scriptures to discern

truth and avoid deception by counterfeits.

Summary Notes:

The conclusion reassures readers that God speaks with purpose and

encourages maintaining an open, attentive relationship with Him. Through

prayer and reflection, believers are urged to develop a sensitivity to God’s

voice and document their spiritual journey, ensuring that divine guidance
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becomes a part of their daily lives.

Reflection and Application:

The narrative's close invites reflection on how God has personally

communicated with readers, encouraging them to consider their response to

His guidance. Practicing faithfulness in small tasks and readiness for larger

assignments is highlighted as essential for experiencing God’s work in and

through one’s life.
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Chapter 11 Summary: God Reveals Himself, His
Purposes, and His Ways

The passage explores the profound ways in which God reveals Himself, His

 purposes, and His methods to humanity. The narrative begins with a moving

personal story shared during a conference, illustrating how the Holy Spirit

can open our eyes to God's true nature. A woman, burdened by her father's

judgment and abandonment, extended those negative sentiments to her view

of God. Her transformation began when she realized, through scripture, that

God’s love was unconditional and delightful, quite different from her earthly

father's love. This anecdote underscores a significant role of the Holy Spirit:

to help people understand the true character of God, who does not act as

humans do—judgmentally and conditionally—but with love and holiness.

The passage delineates how God continually discloses aspects of His

character to people. Through biblical examples, we see how God reveals

Himself as Almighty to Abram, Holy to Moses, unchanging and forgiving

through Malachi, and the source of eternal life through Jesus. These

revelations are designed to increase faith, encouraging people to obey God

and experience His mighty acts firsthand, as seen when Abram believed in

God's power to give him a son, which came to fruition.

We then explore God’s revelation of His purposes through a contemporary

story of a small Seattle church. Members were inspired to become a
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mission-driven community upon realizing God’s plan, which included a

surprising connection to the Ukraine. Despite having limited resources, they

trusted in God’s guidance and were instrumental in missionary work,

establishing Bible studies, and aiding the Ukrainian community. This story

illustrates that God involves people in His work by revealing His plans to

them and ensuring His purposes come to pass, much like biblical figures

such as Mary and Paul set aside their plans to follow God’s larger-than-life

purpose for them.

The passage contrasts God’s purposes with human plans, advising against

prioritizing personal agendas over divine purposes. It emphasizes that

understanding and following God’s plans, which are eternal and infallible,

leads to genuine success. Moreover, it cautions against letting planning

sessions overshadow intimate relationships with God. Empathizing with this

sentiment, churches are encouraged to spend more time in prayer to seek

God’s will rather than debating personal agendas.

Finally, the text addresses God’s ways, which are unlike worldly methods.

While human ways favor visible measures of success, God’s ways honor

faith, humility, and service. The example of Jesus feeding the multitude

demonstrates how God’s ways lead to abundance and divine encounters,

reinforcing that humans cannot achieve God’s work using mere human

wisdom. Our actions should reflect God’s kingdom principles to witness His

authentic power. Thus, knowing God’s ways involves experiencing Him
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intimately and allowing His ways to manifest through us for His glory.

To reinforce understanding, readers are encouraged to reflect and recognize

God’s names and attributes they have personally experienced. They are

prompted to identify recent revelations about God’s character, purpose, and

ways in their lives and consider how these experiences bolster their faith and

commitment. This focus on personal experience amplifies the fundamental

message: knowing and experiencing God forms the essence of a faithful and

fulfilling life.
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Chapter 12: God Speaks through the Bible

The chapter delves into the profound relationship between God and

 individuals through the Bible, emphasizing the scripture as a divine tool for

teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. The central

theme is how God communicates with His followers, revealing Himself, His

purposes, and His ways.

The author's personal journey as a pastor in Canada serves as a backdrop,

highlighting the challenges of criticism and misrepresentation he faced.

Despite pressures to defend himself, he found solace and direction in

Scripture, particularly in 1 Samuel 2:30, which guided him to honor God

rather than focus on defending his reputation. This decision exemplifies the

liberating power of trusting God's guidance through His word.

The narrative expands to explore how individuals can discern God's voice,

drawing on the metaphor of Jesus as a shepherd whose sheep recognize His

voice. The author suggests that God speaks uniquely to each person, and the

Bible serves as the living, dynamic means through which God

communicates, offering insights far beyond mere historical or moral

teachings.

Through personal anecdotes like Claude King's experience with Psalm

37:21, the chapter illustrates how the Holy Spirit illuminates specific
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scriptures at precise moments, prompting personal transformation and

action. When Claude recalls an unpaid debt, he recognizes this conviction as

an invitation to reconcile both with his parents and with God, demonstrating

the real, personal nature of an encounter with the divine.

The chapter presents a structured approach to engaging with Scripture.

When God reveals truth, the believer is encouraged to write it down,

meditate on it, and make necessary life adjustments in obedience. This

process fosters a closer relationship with God as He works through

individuals to fulfill His purposes.

Another compelling story is that of Robert and Gail, who, through prayer

and divine guidance, sensed a call to mission work in New York. Gail's

awakened realization of God's calling, catalyzed by Luke 4, is a turning

point, showing how Scripture, prayer, and circumstances aligned to lead

them on a transformative journey. Their experience highlights the Seven

Realities of Experiencing God: love, invitation, speaking through Scripture,

making adjustments, and experiencing God's work.

The chapter concludes by reiterating the importance of reading the Bible and

being open to the Holy Spirit's revelations. This active engagement leads to

a deeper understanding of God's purposes and a personal experience of His

work through obedience.
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For reflection, readers are encouraged to consider how they have heard God

speak through His word, how they are responding, and what changes may be

necessary to cultivate a more attuned and receptive spirit to divine guidance.
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Chapter 13 Summary: God Speaks through Prayer

### Chapter Summary

#### Understanding God's Communication through Prayer

The chapter elaborates on how God communicates with believers through

prayer, rooted in the Christian belief that the Holy Spirit acts as an

intercessor, aiding humans in aligning their prayers with God's will. It cites

the biblical passage Romans 8:26-27, depicting that while individuals may

struggle to know what to pray for, the Holy Spirit intercedes on their behalf.

#### The Garage Lesson

An illustrative story is shared about a father who gifts his son a bicycle

hidden in the garage. The father desires to elevate his son’s aspirations for a

quality gift rather than temporary, fleeting toys. The analogy highlights that

God, through the Holy Spirit, guides believers to desire and ask for what is

already in God’s plans, echoing the outcome: when believers ask for what

God intends, they receive not just what they wanted, but something greater.

#### Hearing from the Holy Spirit
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While there isn't a formula to discern the Holy Spirit’s voice, it is suggested

that by dismissing selfish desires and seeking God's will, believers will

recognize God’s guidance. The Spirit nudges believers to higher aspirations

aligned with divine objectives, encouraging the use of spiritual journals to

document divine revelations and adjustments in life in response to God’s

communication.

#### Prayer as a Dynamic Relationship

Prayer is described not as a monologue but a dynamic two-way fellowship,

essential for spiritual growth. The chapter stresses that God initiates prayer

by stirring a desire in believers. As they align with the Spirit, their prayers

become harmonized with God’s will, prompting believers to adjust their

thoughts and actions accordingly. Prayer and Scripture are closely linked,

with the Spirit often using the Bible to clarify and guide believers in their

prayer journey.

#### Praying with the Spirit

Believers are reminded that the Holy Spirit, who knows God’s will,

intercedes directly with God during prayer, revealing truths unknown to the

believer. By denying selfish inclinations, believers can focus on aligning

their desires with God's. The text advises that divine guidance never

contradicts the written word of God, highlighting the importance of scripture
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in confirming the Spirit's guidance.

#### Unanticipated Responses to Prayer

When prayers result in unexpected outcomes, believers are encouraged not

to persistently seek their initial requests but to remain open to God's bigger

plans. Using the biblical account of Jesus and the paralyzed man, the

narrative shows how divine responses often exceed our requests, aligning

with God’s omniscient understanding of what we truly need.

#### Handling Divine Silence

Silence from God is not necessarily a sign of sin, but often an opportunity to

reveal greater truths and foster a deeper relationship with Him, as depicted in

the story of Lazarus. During such silent times, believers should continue

their last known divine instructions and anticipate new revelations.

#### A Church's Mission

When a church's plans diverge from unexpected divine direction, the

community should seek clarity from God and adjust to where He is evidently

working, as exemplified by a personal story of expanding ministry work to

unexpected groups, emphasizing the fluid nature of divine missions.
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#### The Importance of Spiritual Concentration

Post-prayer, believers must remain attentive to God's actions and responses,

ensuring that distractions are seen in the context of divine communication.

Observing and adjusting to God’s timing and initiatives lead to a more

vibrant spiritual life and readiness for unexpected opportunities.

#### Concluding Insights

Prayer is described as an intimate relationship rather than a ritual, involving

Christ and the Holy Spirit’s intercession, guiding believers to understand and

fulfill God’s will. The chapter concludes by encouraging readers to listen for

God's voice during prayer and remain open to learning about divine

revelations through experiences of silence or unexpected outcomes.

#### Reflection and Application

The chapter prompts readers to reflect on what God has been communicating

during their prayer times and consider how God might be leading them in

their spiritual journey. It also encourages patience and openness to divine

revelations, especially during periods of perceived silence.
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Chapter 14 Summary: God Speaks through
Circumstances

In "God Speaks Through Circumstances," the chapter emphasizes the

 importance of understanding God's will and purpose through life's

circumstances rather than relying solely on personal understanding or

experiences. The author shares multiple personal anecdotes that illustrate

how, even in perplexing situations, they trusted God to reveal His plan.

The chapter begins with the author recounting a personal experience when

he and his wife, Marilynn, felt called to international missions. However,

their plans were stalled by their oldest son's mysterious illness. Initially, this

seemed like a confusing deviation from their perceived calling. However, an

opportunity to serve a small struggling church in Canada arose, which they

eventually accepted. Remarkably, upon their relocation, their son's health

issues mysteriously disappeared, demonstrating how divine intervention

often masks itself in what seems like setbacks.

The narrative illustrates how God's perspective informs believers that

challenges may actually be part of His larger plan. In this case, the move to

Canada led to the growth of numerous churches, further proving that their

initial mission calling was accurate, albeit different than expected. These

experiences form the basis of the "Experiencing God" study, which is used

worldwide to teach believers how to discern God's will.
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The chapter warns against relying solely on personal experiences to interpret

God's will. Instead, it advises comparing experiences with Scripture, arguing

that the Bible is a practical and infallible guide. The biblical example of

Joseph in Genesis is used to demonstrate how adverse life events can align

with God's greater plan. Despite being sold into slavery and unjustly

imprisoned, Joseph eventually rose to a powerful position that saved his

family.

In addition to personal and biblical examples, the chapter emphasizes how

Jesus discerned His Father's will by observing God's work in the world

around Him. This offers a model for believers to follow, by being attentive

to God's actions in their lives and aligning themselves accordingly.

Similarly, circumstances may appear dire, but God's presence in those

moments means that these trials are part of a greater good.

The author shares another personal story concerning their daughter Carrie,

diagnosed with an advanced stage of Hodgkin's Disease. While the family

initially faced despair, they turned to God's promises and prayer.

Miraculously, Carrie's illness was cured, rejuvenating prayer groups and

faith among many believers. The situation highlighted how God's actions

glorified Him and reinforced His love and presence, regardless of the

outcome.
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The text concludes by advising believers to set up spiritual markers—key

moments of divine guidance in their lives—and review them to gain a sense

of direction. These markers demonstrate God's consistent involvement and

help believers remain anchored in faith, especially when facing new

challenges. The journey of faith is filled with uncertainties, yet trusting in

God’s purpose, as seen through one's life experiences and scriptural

confirmation, ensures a deeper relationship and understanding of His divine

will.

Reflective questions encourage readers to seek God's perspective in

confusing situations, suggesting that clarity often comes from aligning one's

experiences with biblical truths, prayer, and counsel from other believers. By

evaluating their life’s spiritual markers, individuals can discern God’s

consistent guidance and direction, especially when making current decisions.

This approach underscores the central theme of the chapter: understanding

true circumstances requires hearing from God, as He is the foundation of

truth.
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Chapter 15 Summary: God Speaks through the Church

The chapter emphasizes how God communicates with His people through

 multiple channels, including the church, and underscores the importance of

interdependence within the Christian community. Drawing on Ephesians

4:15-16, it illustrates how each member contributes to the growth and

functioning of the church body under Jesus Christ, the head.

The story of Thomas, a Laotian refugee, serves as a compelling example.

After converting to Christianity in a Thai refugee camp, Thomas moved to

Canada and joined a small church in Vancouver. His fervent evangelism led

to many Laotians accepting Christ. Recognizing his leadership potential, the

church supported Thomas in pursuing theological training and eventually

appointed him to lead a Laotian mission. His vision expanded from

Vancouver to establishing Laotian churches across major Canadian cities and

even back in Laos, demonstrating God's far-reaching plans through one

individual's faith and action.

The parable of the train tracks illustrates the necessity of listening to

different parts of the body, or community, to operate safely and effectively.

Just as the body uses all its senses to respond to a train's approach, the

church must heed diverse insights from its members to understand and fulfill

God's will.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The chapter addresses the misconception that personal spirituality can be

isolated from the church. It argues that while one's relationship with God is

personal, it thrives within the collective body of believers. Each member

plays a vital role, and missing the collective wisdom of the church, conveyed

through fellow Christians, can hinder one's spiritual effectiveness and

alignment with God's will.

A personal testimony from the author underscores this perspective. While in

seminary, the author found his calling through roles he initially felt

unqualified for, guided by the church's needs and God's direction through its

members. This experience shaped his pastoral ministry, where he

emphasized sharing divine insights among church members to discern God's

guidance corporately.

The chapter concludes by encouraging believers to trust in God’s capability

to speak through the church community, rather than viewing it with

skepticism. It advocates for a prayerful and participatory approach to church

life, where sharing experiences and insights can help believers understand

and respond to God's call effectively. Believers are urged to remain engaged

and receptive to the input from fellow church members as part of their

spiritual journey and service.
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Chapter 16: God's Invitation Leads to a Crisis of Belief

Chapter 16 Summary: God's Invitation Leads to a Crisis of Belief

The theme of this chapter revolves around the concept of faith and action

when faced with tasks that require divine intervention. The chapter opens

with a practical scenario concerning a church budget. The church finance

committee challenges the pastor to reflect the faith they preach in

budgeting—suggesting that the budget should include not only what they

can afford but also what they believe God will provide. This approach means

acknowledging a "crisis of belief," a pivotal moment where one must decide

if they truly believe in God's ability to provide for needs that are beyond

their control.

The term "crisis" is derived from a Greek word meaning "decision,"

signifying a crucial turning point that requires a choice about one's faith in

God. Faith, according to scripture, is the assurance of things hoped for and

the conviction about things not seen. True faith necessitates not just belief

but also action, as demonstrated by many biblical figures like Moses,

Joshua, and David, who trusted God to achieve miraculous feats beyond

human capability. The chapter emphasizes that faith must be centered on

God and His promises, not just abstract belief.
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One illustrative example featured is the story of Len Koster, a man who, led

by faith, moved his family to serve in a church despite financial uncertainty.

His faith was rewarded through God's timely provision, reinforcing the

chapter’s message that heartfelt faith and obedience can yield divine results.

The chapter also discusses how the world's apathy towards Christianity often

stems from not witnessing God at work through His people. If Christians

only pursue what they can achieve on their own, they miss opportunities to

demonstrate God's power. Therefore, churches and individuals are called to

take on God-sized assignments to showcase God’s glory, similar to biblical

narratives where only divine power could achieve the extraordinary.

Historical and biblical examples illustrate how faith in God led to pivotal

victories, such as David defeating Goliath and Shadrach, Meshach, and

Abednego surviving the fiery furnace. Conversely, instances like Sarai's

choice to arrange a surrogate highlight the consequences of acting on human

reasoning rather than faith.

In summary, when you are called to join God's work, it often involves tasks

that seem impossible without His intervention. This challenges believers to

exercise faith, revealing what they truly believe about God. The chapter

closes with a reflective invitation: consider the current crises of belief in

your life and how they might be opportunities for divine faith and action.
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Experiencing God Today

Read Hebrews 11 to reflect on the heroes of faith. Pray for increased faith to

trust God, even if outcomes aren't as expected. Consider if you currently face

a crisis of belief and what God is asking you to do.

Questions for Reflection

1. Are you facing a crisis of belief, and what is preventing you from obeying

God's call?

2. What does your current faith journey say about your beliefs in God?

3. What parts of your life or church can only be explained by God's

presence?

4. Are there aspects of your life that you struggle to surrender, and how is

God challenging you to grow in faith?
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Chapter 17 Summary: Joining God Requires
Adjustments

In Chapter 17, the focus is on the necessary adjustments required to follow

 God's will, as highlighted by Jesus in Luke 9:23-24. The chapter

underscores the reality that joining God in His work often demands

significant changes in one's life, priorities, and perspective. Such

adjustments can be challenging but are essential for experiencing the

fulfillment of God's purpose.

The first critical step in aligning with God's will is overcoming a crisis of

belief, which involves trusting God completely. The next pivotal turning

point is adjusting one's life to follow God obediently. The chapter illustrates

this with numerous Biblical examples. Noah defied the norms of his time to

build the ark; Abram left his homeland to father a nation; Moses moved

from shepherding to confronting Pharaoh; and Elisha abandoned his farming

livelihood to become a prophet. Each story highlights the necessity of major

life changes as precursors to God working through them.

A poignant modern example is shared from Saskatoon, where a young

couple was willing to make personal sacrifices to serve as lay pastors,

demonstrating their commitment to God's call, despite logistical and

financial hurdles. This reflects the idea that willingness to adjust is crucial

for divine purposes to unfold.
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In contrast, the rich young ruler in the Bible was unable to give up his

wealth to follow Jesus, illustrating how reluctance to adjust can hinder one

from fully experiencing God's plan. Similarly, fear, doubt, and attachment to

comfort can deter believers from making the necessary changes.

The chapter further narrates the story of missionaries in Russia, who initially

struggled to adjust fully but found renewed purpose by aligning their attitude

with Christ's example of selfless servitude.

The chapter concludes by emphasizing total dependence on God, which

necessitates a surrender of personal desires and ambitions. Waiting on the

Lord, as another form of dependence, ensures alignment with divine timing

and purpose. This requires an active faith, patience, and a readiness to obey

God's direction once revealed.

The chapter wraps up with inspirational quotes from renowned missionaries

like David Livingstone, Jim Elliot, and others, reflecting their commitment

and adjustments made in service to God. Ultimately, the message is clear:

living a life in accordance with God's will inevitably demands

adjustments—be they in circumstances, relationships, or personal

beliefs—and these shifts are vital to participating in His greater plan.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Overcoming the Crisis of Belief

Critical Interpretation: The chapter emphasizes that before you can

fully align with God's will, you must first address and overcome a

crisis of belief. This pivotal realization is about wholeheartedly

trusting God, even when the path is unclear or filled with

uncertainties. Such trust requires you to step out of your comfort zone

and relinquish control, acknowledging that God's plans surpass your

understanding. By embracing this leap of faith, you open yourself to

profound transformations and possibilities, experiencing God at work

in and through your life. This alignment with God fosters a deeper,

more fulfilling connection with your purpose, leading to a life marked

by faith-driven action and spiritual fulfillment.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Joining God Requires Obedience

Chapter Summary: The Nature and Importance of Obedience

This chapter delves into the profound relationship between love for God and

obedience, emphasizing that true discipleship involves unwavering

commitment to God's directives. It begins by highlighting Jesus' teaching

that loving Him means keeping His commandments and that obedience is an

expression of love for God. Jesus made it clear that those who do not obey

cannot truly claim to love Him.

The narrative shares poignant stories of individuals and communities who

have made significant sacrifices out of devotion to Christ, such as a college

student who chose baptism against her atheist father's wishes, leading to her

being ostracized from her home. Similarly, members of the congregation

have sold their possessions, donated significantly, and uprooted their lives in

obedience to God’s calling, showcasing that these acts stem from

transformative experiences with God.

James’ epistle is referenced, underscoring that faith without obedience is

dead. The essence of obedience is described as performing God's will, and

disobedience is viewed as rebellion. The parable of the two sons is

recounted, illustrating that true obedience is action, not mere words.
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The chapter urges reflection on whether individuals are obedient in small

tasks before desiring major divine assignments. Obedience can lead to

greater understanding and experience of God, but also requires significant

life adjustments. It is taught that God takes the initiative to involve believers

in His work, inviting them to join Him, which involves obeying Him even if

it requires substantial changes.

The challenges and rewards of obedience are explored. Obedience serves as

a moment of truth revealing one's belief and trust in God, and it offers the

opportunity for a deeper, dynamic relationship with Him. This relationship,

initiated by God and guided by the Holy Spirit, requires individuals to

respond actively. The chapter underscores that genuine faith necessitates

confident acts of obedience.

However, obedience comes at a cost. Disobedience has severe repercussions,

and historical and biblical examples are provided, including Moses, Mary,

and Paul, each highlighting their obedience amidst adversity and the

sacrifices entailed. Churches and individuals must anticipate and embrace

these costs to fulfill God's purposes. God's assurance of second chances is

balanced with the understanding that continued disobedience leads to serious

consequences.

Throughout, the chapter emphasizes that obedient followers should expect
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criticism, challenges, and personal costs, but they should trust in God's

greater plan and the ultimate fulfillment of His promises. Believers are

encouraged to examine any past disobedience, confess, and renew their

commitment to obedience, understanding that everything they have belongs

to God.

In conclusion, obedience to God, though demanding and costly, leads to

divine blessings, God's presence, and deeper knowledge of Him. Believers

are urged to consistently reflect on their willingness to obey, recognizing the

profound impact it can have both on their lives and their communities.
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Chapter 19 Summary: God Accomplishes His Work

The chapter, "God Accomplishes His Work," emphasizes the principle that

 true obedience to God often precedes His affirmation. Drawing from

biblical examples such as Moses, Peter, and Paul, it highlights how God's

purpose is fulfilled not by human logic or signs sought beforehand, but by

first stepping out in faith. Moses, for example, was told by God to lead Israel

out of Egypt and received affirmation after his obedience, as he worshiped at

the mountain with the people. Similarly, Peter was invited by Jesus to walk

on water and only experienced God's power after taking the initial step.

The discussion shifts to how individuals often misinterpret closed doors as

signs of God's disapproval when rather, God might be redirecting them. An

instance from the Apostle Paul's missionary journey elucidates this, where

despite multiple obstacles, God directed him towards Macedonia—fulfilling

His larger plan of spreading the gospel westward. This narrative reminds

believers to reconsider what God has spoken, ensuring they are responding

to God's invitation to a relationship rather than just tasks.

Next, the chapter introduces a couple who believed they were called to

student work in Saskatoon, only to face initial rejection from a mission

board. This experience was an invitation to remember and realign with God's

true calling, reinforcing the notion that often God's plans involve a journey

and His timing.
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In essence, the chapter conveys that spiritual maturity and readiness for

greater tasks require a patient and obedient walk with God. Jesus' disciples

experience similar lessons as He prepares them over time, emphasizing that

God's truth is revealed progressively and in alignment with their spiritual

development.

The concluding section underscores that individuals like Moses, Noah,

Abraham, and others experienced God's work through obedience, which led

to deeper knowledge of God. Jesus is presented as the exemplary model of

obeying God's will, where complete dependence on God enables fulfilling

one’s divine purpose, echoing that a close relationship with God ensures

clarity in His will.

In summary, when God accomplishes His work through believers, it is

evident to others, and they, in turn, come to know God more intimately. The

chapter emphasizes the importance of a right relationship with God,

encouraging believers to trust in His process and timing, finding joy and

fulfillment in His work through their lives. A concluding prayer from Psalms

ties these themes together, urging a heartfelt pursuit of God's statutes for

personal and spiritual growth.
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Chapter 20: Returning to God

In these chapters, the focus is on returning to and maintaining a vibrant

 relationship with God, highlighting the difference between religious activity

and genuine spiritual intimacy. The narrative draws from biblical instruction

to encourage believers to foster love, community, and good works, as

illustrated through a testimony of a man who, despite years of religious

service, realized he lacked a personal relationship with Jesus. This

awakening highlights a common theme where individuals mistake religious

engagement for a true connection with God. The author emphasizes a shift

from being merely religious to experiencing a genuine relationship with

God, a concept thoroughly explored in his previous work, "Experiencing

God."

The writer illustrates his personal journey and sharing of these spiritual

truths, which remarkably spread his influence globally, resulting in speaking

opportunities in diverse high-profile venues. His testimony resonates with

countless individuals who, through his study, have begun experiencing God

profoundly for the first time. These experiences underscore the author's

message that God intends to fulfill a significant purpose through a close

relationship with His followers.

When believers find their intimacy with God waning, the importance of

restoring this relationship becomes crucial. The scriptures show a consistent
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pattern of revival, outlining that God actively seeks out humanity, initiating

a real and personal connection. Due to human sinfulness, these intimate

relationships often deteriorate unless corrected through repentance and

returning to God. Restoration necessitates humility, prayer, seeking God's

face, and genuine repentance.

Various biblical parables elucidate how individuals can stray from God: like

a distracted sheep, through carelessness akin to misplacing a treasured coin,

or a conscious decision as with the prodigal son. Recognizing the signs of

drifting from God—such as not hearing His voice, loss of joy, lack of

spiritual fruit, and defeat—is essential for returning to Him. Sustaining a

close relationship with God involves guarding one's heart, seeking godly

counsel, loving God with complete devotion, and adhering to His

commands.

The author shares a cautionary tale of a pastor who mistook his life's

continuous turmoil for spiritual warfare. Instead, this story serves as a

warning to frequently evaluate one's relationship with God, ensuring it is

grounded in sincere faith and obedience rather than religious façade.

In summary, the chapters stress the necessity of nurturing a deep, personal

relationship with God, distinct from mere religious practice. Key to

maintaining this intimacy is vigilant self-assessment and community support

to ensure one's spiritual trajectory remains aligned with God's purposes. A
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vibrant relationship with God promises a life of joy, spiritual fruitfulness,

and victory, while departure from Him leads to spiritual deafness,

joylessness, and defeat.

Reflecting on these principles invites believers to evaluate their current

spiritual state and take decisive steps to either restore or deepen their walk

with God, ensuring that their life remains aligned with divine will and

purpose.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Experiencing God as Couples

The chapter "Experiencing God as Couples" highlights the profound

 relationship between marriage and spirituality, emphasizing that marriage is

a divine gift intended to fulfill God's purposes. The author, likely Henry,

shares personal experiences to reinforce the significance of marriage as a

sacred union blessed by God. He acknowledges his own ordinary

background and attributes his achievements in God's kingdom to the divine

pairing with his wife, Marilynn, whose contrasting extroverted nature

complements his introversion.

Henry and Marilynn's journey showcases mutual support in ministry and

personal growth. Raised in devout families, both surrendered their lives

early to God's calls, fostering a deep connection to missionary work and the

local church. Through conferences like "Experiencing God as Couples," they

taught many couples the divine purpose of marriage, leading many to

ministry and restoring numerous relationships.

The chapter defines marriage as a sacred bond intended by God for His

glorification rather than a mere human contract. It centers on the spiritual

unity of being "one flesh," underscoring that spouses are intertwined,

sharing joys and burdens. It explores how God's plans for one spouse

inevitably affect the other and advises couples to closely align with God's

direction for each other, fostering spiritual growth.
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Emphasizing spiritual leadership within marriage, the text discusses the role

of couples in nurturing each other's faith journeys. Marilynn's story of

participating in missionary work through sewing illustrates how couples can

actualize their callings together. The chapter encourages couples to join

actively in each other's spiritual activities, whether through prayer,

discussion, or collaborative ministry efforts.

Moreover, the chapter reflects on God's continuous activity in the life of a

couple. It advises couples to engage in mutual prayer, discuss spiritual

matters, reminisce about shared spiritual milestones, minister together, and

give generously as a unit. Ultimately, the chapter serves as a call for married

couples to acknowledge their unions as divinely orchestrated for a higher

mission, emphasizing collaboration and support in fulfilling God's purpose.

Readers are encouraged to pause and reflect on the divine journey they share

with their spouses, recognizing the blessings marriage brings, and

considering ways to deepen their cooperative involvement in God's mission

on Earth. The reflections and action points are designed to facilitate ongoing

dialogue and spiritual engagement between partners.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Joining God's Activity in Your
Children's Lives

In the chapter titled "Joining God's Activity in Your Children's Lives," the

 author explores the profound responsibility and privilege parents have to

engage with God's work in their children's lives. Set against the backdrop of

the author's own experiences during the tumultuous 1960s in California, the

narrative illustrates how, in uncertain times, God often chooses to send

children into the world as a sign of hope and purpose. The author reflects on

historical biblical figures like Isaac, Moses, and Jesus, who were born during

challenging periods and played significant roles in God's plans.

The chapter recounts the personal story of the author's son, Richard, as an

example of nurturing a child's spiritual journey. Initially, Richard pursued a

path away from ministry, but through prayer and subtly guiding him towards

self-discovery, he eventually felt God's call to Christian ministry, ultimately

becoming a leader in their family ministry. This story highlights the

importance of allowing children to discern God's purpose for their lives

directly, rather than imposing parental expectations.

Central to the chapter is the belief that children are a special assignment

from God, with a unique purpose that parents must help them fulfill. This

involves three main actions: praying for them, discussing God's work in their

lives, and ministering alongside them. The author emphasizes that prayer
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should align with God's agenda rather than personal desires, and that parents

should encourage children to recognize and respond to God's activity.

By sharing the author's practice of involving children in ministry work and

openly discussing God's guidance in personal and family decisions, the

chapter underscores the critical role of modeling a life of faith. This

approach helps children develop their relationship with God and understand

the significance of joining His mission.

In summary, the chapter conveys that God's eternal purpose for each child is

to become Christ-like, and parents are invited to actively participate in this

transformative journey. By being attentive to God's work and guiding their

children to seek God's will in every aspect of life, parents can help their

children lead fulfilling lives aligned with God's plan. The chapter concludes

with a reflective prompt for parents to consider how they perceive and

engage with God's activity in their children's lives.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Experiencing God in the Church

Chapter 23 of the book "Experiencing God" focuses on the vital role of

 recognizing and participating in God's work within the church community.

It begins with an illustrative anecdote about a young girl who, moved by the

Spirit, prayed for her friend's salvation. Her friend's eventual decision to

become a Christian highlights the subtle yet powerful activity of God within

the church, often overlooked in routine formalities. This incident served as a

wake-up call for a pastor to shift focus from mere religious practices to

actively seeking and acknowledging God's presence and activity.

The chapter emphasizes that the church is a divine institution, created and

led by Christ, meant to fulfill God's kingdom on Earth. Each local

congregation holds a unique place in this mission. Scriptures are cited to

underline the selfless behavior expected from church members, stressing the

need to invest in and uplift others.

Acknowledging God's work involves looking beyond the surface and being

attentive to the Holy Spirit. The text encourages believers to actively

participate in their church, helping to identify and support what God is doing

among them. Stories from various church encounters illustrate members

becoming God's hands in fostering community, meeting needs, and

providing encouragement. For instance, a college student's intuitive act of

helping a widow with her yard work demonstrates the interconnectedness
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meant to be experienced within a church body, where people of all ages and

backgrounds support each other.

The narrative challenges readers to prepare their hearts and minds before

attending church, ready to engage with others and be instruments of God's

love and healing. The chapter calls for sensitivity to the Holy Spirit's nudges,

prompting believers to act on behalf of those who are struggling or in need

of encouragement.

An excerpt introduces a real-life example of a businessman desiring a men's

ministry in his church. Initially considering changing churches due to this

absence, he was reminded that God places individuals in specific

congregations for a purpose. Inspired to take initiative, his actions resulted in

a flourishing ministry that eventually spread beyond his church, impacting

many.

This chapter concludes by urging readers to reflect on why they were

brought to their particular church, encouraging them to actively engage and

contribute to their church's mission. Questions for reflection are posed to

provoke thought on recognizing and responding to the needs within one's

church, as well as being spiritually prepared to act as God's instrument.

In summary, the chapter portrays the church as a dynamic entity where God

actively works through each member. It calls believers to be attentive,
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service-oriented, and ready to participate in God's ongoing plan, making a

meaningful impact in their congregation and beyond.
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Chapter 24: Experiencing God in the Marketplace

Chapter 24, "Experiencing God in the Marketplace," explores the idea that

 divine encounters and spiritual transformations frequently occur outside

traditional religious settings, particularly in the business world. The chapter

opens with an anecdote about John, a Christian CEO, who had an

unexpected divine interaction at the dentist's office. Years earlier, John had

declined to hire a promising job applicant due to a failed drug test, a decision

he personally communicated to the young man. This encounter led the

applicant to reform his life, ultimately becoming a successful professional,

husband, and father, a fact later shared by the dental hygienist who was the

man's wife. This story illustrates that God can use ordinary circumstances to

orchestrate life-changing events in the marketplace.

The chapter further emphasizes that throughout biblical history, God has

often called upon businesspeople to accomplish His purposes. Examples

include Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Elisha, Amos, and Daniel,

who all served God through various professional roles rather than traditional

religious vocations. Even Jesus and His disciples had backgrounds in trades

and business, which enabled them to relate to and impact the real world

profoundly.

Furthermore, the author discusses how modern Christian business leaders are

realizing their positions are divinely purposed. They impact many through
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their corporate influence, charitable works, and personal interactions, often

introducing colleagues and communities to the Christian faith. Stories

include a CEO who provides power plants to African villages and another

who distributes Bibles to world leaders, showcasing the vast opportunities

for businesspeople to witness for their faith.

The chapter also tells the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10, illustrating

how Jesus sought out people like him—businessmen with dubious

reputations—and changed their lives. This aligns with modern examples

where Christians in the workplace feel prompted by the Holy Spirit to

engage with colleagues, leading to powerful personal transformations and

the spread of faith.

God's presence in the business sector is presented as a significant spiritual

movement, with businesspeople using their resources and networks to foster

Christian ministries and support community needs. The chapter asserts that

God often works outside the church walls, in the everyday environments

where people spend most of their time. Consequently, Christians in business

should view their workplace as a mission field, using their unique skills and

opportunities to further God's kingdom.

The chapter concludes by encouraging reflection among professionals

regarding their divine purpose in their workplaces and challenges them to

consider how God may want to work through them. It poses questions for
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reflection about witnessing God's activity in the workplace, utilizing

God-given resources for His kingdom, and living in a way that reflects God's

lordship over their careers. In essence, the chapter affirms that

businesspeople have a vital role in God's plan and can participate in

extraordinary spiritual work through their everyday lives.
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Chapter 25 Summary: Experiencing God in His Kingdom

Chapter 25 explores the theme of experiencing God in His kingdom,

 emphasizing the call to spread the gospel and the transformative power of

faith. Beginning with the biblical setting, after John the Baptist's arrest, Jesus

preaches in Galilee, proclaiming the arrival of God's kingdom and urging

repentance (Mark 1:14-15). This sets a foundation for the narrative,

highlighting the central message of Jesus's ministry: the establishment of

God's kingdom on earth.

The chapter relates a personal account of preaching about the Samaritan

woman at the well (John 4:39-42), illustrating how Jesus's interaction with a

marginalized individual led to widespread belief in her community. The

message emphasized that anyone could serve as a catalyst for faith,

impacting others significantly. During an altar call, members from diverse

nations expressed feeling called to be instruments for Christ in their home

countries, demonstrating God's global vision for His kingdom.

The narrative shifts to examining God's heart for the world. By referencing

scriptural examples, the chapter underscores the call to make disciples of all

nations (Matt. 28:19-20) and the obligation of Christians to seek God's

kingdom first (Matt. 6:33). It stresses that God is impartial, desiring

salvation for all people, and urges churches to embrace this mission

wholeheartedly.
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The chapter highlights that God's approach involves entrusting faithful

believers with greater responsibilities. Through a story of a business leader

whose career advancements aligned with God's kingdom work, it illustrates

the principle that those who are faithful with small tasks will be given larger

roles. God can use any position, including high-level business roles, to

influence nations and advance His kingdom.

The chapter encourages believers to recognize that any assignment from

God, regardless of its size or prestige, is a significant opportunity. It advises

patience and faithfulness, trusting God to grant larger responsibilities in His

timing.

The summary culminates by reaffirming that God loves the entire world and

seeks those dedicated to expanding His kingdom. Faithfulness in current

responsibilities will lead to greater opportunities to serve His purpose.

Finally, it invites readers to engage with a global perspective by studying

maps, interceding for nations, and exploring potential mission involvements.

Reflection questions challenge readers to evaluate their commitment to

God's kingdom and identify how their lives contribute to its expansion.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Continuing to Experience God

Chapter 26, "Continuing to Experience God," emphasizes the ongoing and

 dynamic nature of a relationship with God. Using the scriptural reference

from Jude 24, the chapter asserts that the true walk with God is just

beginning, not ending. It opens with the poignant story of two disheartened

men traveling to Emmaus, as recounted in Luke 24:13-35. These men had

followed Jesus and were left disillusioned after His death. However, their

encounter with the risen Christ on their journey revealed to them—and to

readers—that Christ's death was not an end but the start of a new opportunity

to walk with God daily.

This chapter encourages readers not to feel let down after completing the

study. Instead, it invites them to see their journey through the material as a

stepping stone into a more profound spiritual adventure. The author

encourages readers to reflect on how the material has shaped their

understanding and commitment to God, urging them to assess personal

growth and spiritual insights gained.

To continue nurturing this relationship with God, the chapter offers practical

guidance:

1. Stay Immersed in God's Word: Just as God instructed Joshua to

 meditate on His Word day and night (Joshua 1:8), readers are encouraged to
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regularly engage with the Bible to allow the Holy Spirit to cleanse and mold

them into Christ's likeness.

2. Remain Active in a Church Community: Hebrews 10:25 highlights

 the importance of fellowship. Believers are urged to participate in a church

family for support, accountability, and encouragement.

3. Maintain a Regular Prayer Life: The disciplined prayer life of Daniel

 is offered as a model. Regular communication with God keeps one’s faith

vibrant and focused.

4. Fulfill Promises to God: Referencing Ecclesiastes 5:4-5, the chapter

 underscores the seriousness of vows made to God. Readers are encouraged

to list and honor their commitments, understanding that genuine obedience

surpasses mere good intentions.

5. Process and Apply God's Teachings: It is vital to truly integrate the

 teachings from the study into one’s life. Readers are urged to reflect on their

learning, allowing time for truths to take root and lead to action, particularly

in areas such as forgiveness.

Ultimately, the chapter encourages readers to embrace the truths revealed

throughout the study as living experiences, not mere doctrines. It emphasizes

the need for continuous meditation on these truths to ensure they permeate
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daily life, urging believers to live in steady awareness and response to God's

ongoing work within and around them.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: A New Beginning of a Daily Walk with God

Critical Interpretation: The most pivotal insight from Chapter 26 of

'Experiencing God' is the notion that the end of the study material is

not the end of your journey, but rather the commencement of a new

chapter in your spiritual life. Just as the disheartened men on the road

to Emmaus discovered, experiencing Jesus in your life turns

disillusionment into opportunity. This sense of perpetual renewal can

inspire you to treat every day as a chance to deepen your relationship

with God. By understanding that the death and resurrection of Christ

signal an ongoing opportunity for growth, you are encouraged to wake

up each morning with the purpose of drawing closer to God through

scripture, prayer, and community. Realize that your journey with God

is an ever-evolving adventure, fueling your spiritual vitality,

broadening your understanding, and guiding you towards living in

continuous awareness and responsiveness to His work in your life.
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