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Fever 1793 Summary
"Survival Amidst the Shadows of Yellow Fever's Grip."
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About the book

Set in the sweltering summer of 1793, "Fever 1793" immerses readers in the

harrowing chaos of a city gripped by fear and desperation. As the deadly

yellow fever epidemic sweeps through Philadelphia, young Mattie Cook

finds herself thrust into adulthood, balancing the challenges of survival amid

loss and uncertainty. Laurie Halse Anderson crafts a vivid tapestry of history

and human resilience, deftly intertwining fact with emotion, as Mattie

confronts the stark realities of a world in turmoil and embarks on a

courageous journey towards self-reliance and hope. This riveting tale invites

readers to traverse the streets of a stricken city, feel the unyielding spirit of

its inhabitants, and explore the transformative power of adversity. Dive into

this atmospheric masterpiece that captivates with its authenticity and

compels with its poignant lessons of courage and perseverance.
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About the author

Laurie Halse Anderson is a renowned American author known for her

significant contributions to contemporary young adult fiction, often

addressing pertinent social issues with sensitivity and insight. Born on

October 23, 1961, in Potsdam, New York, Anderson's passion for

storytelling was ignited during her childhood, leading her to pursue a career

in journalism and later, fiction writing. Her breakthrough novel, "Speak,"

published in 1999, received critical acclaim for its candid exploration of

trauma and recovery, establishing her as a powerful voice in adolescent

literature. With multiple award-winning books, Anderson's writing is lauded

for its ability to resonate with readers across generations, tackling themes of

resilience, empowerment, and history, as seen in her celebrated historical

novel, "Fever 1793." Anderson's profound impact on readers and educators

alike continues to inspire dialogue and awareness around complex societal

issues.
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Chapter 1 Summary: August 16th, 1793

Chapter One & Chapter Two Summary

The novel opens on August 16, 1793, with Matilda, a young girl living in

Philadelphia, being rudely awakened by the constant buzz of a mosquito and

the stern call of her mother. The oppressive heat of August fills their modest

living quarters above the family coffeehouse. Matilda, reflecting on her

mother's relentless work ethic, groggily makes her way through her morning,

teeming with the typical rebellious thoughts of youth.

Matilda's mother, once part of a wealthy family but now a hardworking

coffeehouse owner, never lets her forget the virtues and industrious nature

expected of young women, often reminiscing about her own disciplined

childhood during the War. Matilda yearns for a more adventurous life,

possibly inspired by the memory of Blanchard's hot air balloon ascension

from Walnut Street Prison, symbolizing freedom and escape.

Philadelphia itself is vividly painted as bustling and alive, as Matilda looks

out onto High Street, captivated by the everyday chaos and energized by the

city's vibrancy. Her musings briefly drift to the water's edge, the docks—a

place tied to her secret dreams of exploration and encounters with her friend,

Nathaniel Benson.
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As Matilda grudgingly goes through her morning chores, notably distracted

by the antics of Silas the cat and the task of disposing of a dead mouse, she

looks forward to a potential escape once Polly, their tardy serving girl,

arrives. Her thoughts oscillate between the constraints and routines of her

daily life to aspirations of adventure and independence.

Entering the kitchen, Matilda endures another of her mother's lectures about

proper conduct and the dangers of prolonged sleep, evidence of a potential

"sleeping sickness." The family's kitchen is depicted as large yet cluttered,

dominated by its hearth, the central command post of her mother's domestic

empire. Despite her mother's continued chatter, Matilda's mind is set on

briefly slipping away down to the docks, finding solace in the thought of

open skies and distant adventures—as well as perhaps encountering

Nathaniel, rekindling the camaraderie they once shared. Through Matilda’s

morning reflections and actions, readers are introduced to the contrast

between her constrained present life and her longing for a liberated future

against the backdrop of a vibrant, late 18th-century Philadelphia.
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Chapter 2 Summary: August 16th, 1793

In the late summer of 1793, Matilda "Mattie" Cook steps into the family's

 bustling kitchen, immediately met by her mother's stern lecture on the perils

of excessive sleep. The Cook family resides in Philadelphia, where their

sizeable home and business, the Cook Coffeehouse, operates not just as a

family residence but as an important social hub. Founded by Mattie's late

father after the American War for Independence, the coffeehouse lies in

proximity to President Washington's residence, fostering a clientele of

gentlemen, merchants, and politicians eager for coffee and companionship.

Mattie's mother, fiercely independent after being estranged from her own

family for marrying a tradesman, relies heavily on Eliza, the coffeehouse

cook. Eliza, a free Black woman, exemplifies resilience and strength, having

purchased her freedom, only to later suffer the devastating loss of her

husband. For Mattie, Eliza is not just an employee but a dear friend and

confidante.

As the day unwinds, Mattie is jolted by the news that Polly, a young serving

girl and Mattie's childhood friend, has unexpectedly died. Polly's sudden

death, coupled with rumors of a mysterious illness near the river, casts a

shadow of unease over the Cook household. Distressed by their loss, Mattie

grapples with the reality and finality of death while reflecting on Polly’s

recent absence, recalling their shared past filled with lighthearted chores and

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


songs.

Through these exchanges, a portrait of late 18th-century Philadelphia life

emerges—a period characterized by its social structures, emerging

independence, and underlying vulnerabilities. The chapter not only

highlights familial and societal dynamics but also foreshadows the looming

health crisis that will soon affect the city's residents, setting the stage for the

events to come.
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Chapter 3 Summary: August 16th, 1793

Chapter Three and Four Summary: Philadelphia, August 16th, 1793

In the harsh summer of 1793 Philadelphia, young Matilda "Mattie" Cook is

confronted with shocking news: her friend Polly Logan has died suddenly.

Shocked and disbelieving, Mattie recalls their childhood memories, realizing

how long it has been since they played together, as Polly had been working

as a family servant. As Mattie grapples with grief, her mother informs their

cook, Eliza, about Polly's swift and mysterious death from a fever, a somber

sign of potential illness creeping through the city at the end of summer.

Mattie struggles to understand Polly's death, craving closure by attending

her funeral or visiting her family. However, her mother firmly forbids it,

fearing Mattie will catch the unidentified sickness. Despite Mattie's

insistence that Polly was more than just a servant but a dear friend, she is

reminded of her duty to follow her mother's commands.

The tension between Matilda and her mother highlights the latter's

transformation since the passing of Matilda's father, once a warm and gentle

figure, now hardened by life's burdens. This moment of rebellion, though

immediately regretted by Matilda when she apologizes, illustrates her

struggle between compliance and her own will to grieve. 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


In the following chapter, amidst the lively atmosphere of the Cook family's

coffeehouse, the narrative shifts to a bustling social setting. Diverse patrons

engage over strong coffee, freshly baked gingerbread, and animated

discussions that echo through the room. Mattie's mother adeptly manages the

orders, but an underlying tension lingers between her and Mattie due to their

earlier confrontation.

Amidst the clamor and laughter, Matilda's grandfather, Captain William

Farnsworth Cook, playfully calls her over while absorbing himself in the

hubbub of the coffeehouse. Captain Cook’s jovial demeanor contrasts with

the somber undertones of the earlier events, offering Mattie a brief respite

from her internal turmoil within the vibrant environment of her family's

business. This familial scene underscores the complex interplay of personal

and societal challenges, with 1793 Philadelphia teetering on the edge of an

epidemic that threatens to alter everything.
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Chapter 4: August 16th, 1793

In Chapter Four, set on August 16th, 1793, readers are drawn into the

 bustling atmosphere of a coffeehouse in Philadelphia, a hub of social

activity and political gossip. This setting provides a vivid backdrop where

Captain William Farnsworth Cook, a jovial, stout man and a former army

officer fond of storytelling, commands attention. Living with his

granddaughter Matilda, or Mattie, the Captain shares stories and laughter

with patrons, including government officials and businessmen, while Mattie

serves them gingerbread and coffee. The coffeehouse is filled with lively

debates—from political discussions about Thomas Jefferson to alarming

rumors of a deadly miasma emanating from rotting coffee beans on Ball’s

Wharf.

The conversation takes a dark turn when the topic of a fever afflicting the

city surfaces, sparking debate and concern. A lawyer dismisses the idea that

bad smells could be fatal, while a doctor cautiously suggests the

reemergence of yellow fever, last seen in the city thirty years prior. The

debate underscores rising fears, with some considering escaping to the

countryside for safety.

Amidst this, Mattie is a silent observer, burdened by the recent death of

Polly, a fact she hasn't been able to share with Grandfather. Despite the

lively environment, the news weighs heavily on her, causing an emotional
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turmoil she has to suppress while working.

In Chapter Five, the narrative progresses to August 24th, 1793. The threat of

illness escalates, with confirmations of a rising death toll—sixty-four people

have died in the past week, though the exact cause remains elusive. Rumors

of a fever around the docks spread discord and fear, influencing people's

habits as they avoid the riverfront, seeking refuge in areas perceived as safer,

like the coffeehouse. This shift in behavior benefits Mattie's family's

business as they witness an increase in patronage, and their strongbox grows

heavier with the earn.

However, the frantic pace of work leaves Mattie exhausted, with relentless

responsibilities that leave her scant time to properly grieve for Polly. The

physical strain of long days filled with chores and serving customers takes

its toll, making sleep a precious refuge from the chaotic and uncertain reality

surrounding her. Her life reflects the city's own struggles, as it grapples with

an uncertain threat while seeking normalcy and stability amid chaos.
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Chapter 5 Summary: August 24th, 1793

In Chapter Five, set in the summer of 1793, tensions in the city are high as

 rumors of a mysterious fever begin to circulate. The fever, originating from

the docks, has claimed 64 lives, causing residents to panic and avoid the

river's proximity. This increased business for those positioned farther away,

like Matilda "Mattie" Cook's family, who live on High Street. Mattie's life

has become a relentless cycle of chores, grieving for her friend Polly while

striving to keep up with the demands of the household and their coffeehouse

business.

One day, the family discusses restocking supplies. Mattie's mother, Lucille,

is initially reluctant to let Mattie venture into town due to concerns about the

fever, suggesting instead that Mattie might be sent to stay with the

Ludingtons, a family in the countryside. However, Mattie is determined to

have a break and agrees to run errands in the market, convincing her

cautious mother of the necessity.

At the market, Mattie navigates a bustling scene filled with farmers, sellers,

and colorful stalls offering everything from fresh produce to hot meals.

While buying eggs from the Eplers, German farmers, Mattie is reminded of

the fever's alleged divine punishment theme. The discussion about church

attendance underscores the link between morality and illness, a common

belief during that era.
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While shopping, Mattie encounters Nathaniel Benson, a budding painter's

assistant, with whom she shares a playful rapport. Nathaniel, who has the

day off, invites Mattie to go fishing, sparking memories of their shared past

and her budding feelings for him. Nathaniel’s charm is evident, and his

gesture stirs feelings in Mattie, marking the nuanced development of her

character and relationships.

Their conversation is interrupted by the ominous ringing of Christ Church's

bell, indicating another death. The bell tolls once for each year the person

lived, a chilling reminder of life’s fragility amidst the fever outbreak. They

speculate whether the latest victim was another casualty of the fever, a

source of anxiety and sorrow for Mattie, especially in light of Polly's sudden

death.

Moving to Chapter Six, the narrative shifts to August 30, 1793, highlighting

the unyielding heat wave suffocating the city. This oppressive weather

intensifies the already challenging living conditions. Mattie continues her

demanding routine, juxtaposing the sweltering heat with her grandfather's

nostalgic recollection of a frigid winter, emphasizing the extreme conditions

they endure.

Despite the discomforts, life continues as usual for the Cooks. Grandfather, a

figure of stability and humor in Mattie's life, reminisces about the past
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winter while lazily searching for his pipe. Meanwhile, their world hangs in a

precarious balance as the fever silently spreads, subtly transforming the

fabric of their daily existence and setting the stage for the challenges ahead.

These chapters subtly build tension around the fever epidemic while

exploring Mattie's evolving relationships and personal growth amidst the

backdrop of a city on the brink of crisis.
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Chapter 6 Summary: August 30th, 1793

In Chapter Six, set on August 30th, 1793, the oppressive heat wave in

 Philadelphia forces Matilda "Mattie" Cook and her family to reminisce

about the past winter, a time when even the river froze solid—a stark

contrast from the sweltering conditions they're experiencing. Mattie and her

grandfather, a war veteran, engage in this conversation as they tackle daily

chores, highlighting the generational dynamic. Her grandfather muses about

his preference for warmth over the bitter cold, despite the hardships heat

imposes.

Amidst their banter, the focus shifts to the social circle and work

environment of Mattie, revealing underlying societal pressures and

expectations. There's a brief mention of Nathaniel Benson, an acquaintance

whose behavior in the market has caught the attention of Mattie's mother,

sparking a teasing but teachable discussion about propriety and aspirations.

The character of Nathaniel is subtly developed as someone whose

association with painting reflects a non-traditional path in an era when trade

apprenticeships were more commonplace.

The narrative dives deeper into family operations and ambitions, primarily

centered around the bustling coffeehouse managed by Mattie’s family.

Despite her mother's conservative approach, Mattie articulates visionary

ideas for expanding the business, including serving full meals and possibly
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hosting prominent figures, hinting at her emerging entrepreneurial spirit.

Mattie’s practical suggestions stem from observing market trends, such as

shifting customer patterns and the growing fears surrounding a local fever

outbreak. The conversation lays the groundwork for familial tension on

future directions for their business amid societal fears of disease—a frequent

occurrence every August.

Grandfather’s anecdote foreshadows the social importance of tea, a gateway

to status in Philadelphia society. Just as they discuss business aspirations, an

invitation arrives for tea at the Ogilvies’—a wealthy family with apparent

intentions to match their son Edward with a suitable bride, hence Mattie’s

hesitancy. Her mother insists they attend for the social and potential

matrimonial advantage it might offer—a decision that reluctantly complies

with societal norms.

In Chapter Seven, Mattie's anxious anticipation to visit the Ogilvie mansion

provides a lens into social class distinctions. Suffocated by tightly laced

stays, Mattie ponders the discomfort endured by the upper class for

appearances’ sake, pointing to the underlying theme of societal facades

versus reality. Her mother’s desire for Mattie to succeed socially and her

encouragement reflect the universal parental hope for a better life for their

children, even as Mattie privately questions the value of such

superficialities.
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The story deftly weaves historical context—referencing traditional texts and

societal expectations of wit and discretion—highlighting the precarious

nature of social interactions and relationships in the late 18th century. This

backdrop echoes the ever-present tension of maintaining honor and

reputation, pivotal in a world where women’s futures often hinged on

favorable marriages. The invitation to tea, therefore, is not just a social call

but a strategic maneuver in the societal chess game where economic

security, social standing, and personal freedoms intersect.
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Chapter 7 Summary: August 30th, 1793

In the backdrop of Philadelphia in 1793, a tale unfolds through the

 experiences of Matilda "Mattie" Cook and her mother as they navigate a

world sharply divided by class and plagued by the onset of a deadly

epidemic. Chapter Seven begins with an insightful quote from John Gregory

cautioning against the dangers of wit if not wielded with discretion and

kindness—a fitting prelude to the social intricacies about to unfold.

On August 30th, Mattie and her mother stand at the door of the grand

Ogilvie mansion, wrestling with the discomforts of high-society attire. Mrs.

Cook, determined to present her daughter to sophisticated circles, fusses

over their appearances, hinting at aspirations for Mattie to ascend the social

ladder. The Ogilvie residence, opulent and filled with symbols of wealth, is a

stark contrast to the modest coffeehouse that the Cooks run.

The women are welcomed by Pernilla Ogilvie, a woman of high social

standing who exemplifies the lavish lifestyle of the upper class. The

interaction is rife with undercurrents of envy and pretension as Mrs. Cook

aspires to secure advantageous connections for her daughter. During the

visit, they meet Pernilla’s daughters, Colette and Jeannine, both embodying

the privilege and arrogance often associated with their status. Jeannine is

particularly spiteful, revealing the petty rivalries and unkindness that lurk

beneath the polished veneer of high society.
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As the conversation proceeds, tensions rise when discussions about marriage

prospects and the Cooks' coffeehouse—derogatorily referred to as a "grog

shop" by Jeannine—come to the fore, exposing the differing values and

worlds occupied by the Cook and Ogilvie families. The visit culminates in

an unexpected turn when Colette suddenly collapses, setting off alarm bells

about the mysterious illness spreading through the city.

Chapter Eight shifts to September 2nd, 1793. The city of Philadelphia finds

itself in the grip of a looming crisis. Colette’s collapse at the tea party

appears to signal the encroachment of yellow fever, a deadly epidemic that

soon sweeps through the city. The once vibrant streets are now filled with

the incessant tolling of church bells mourning the dead and attempts to

cleanse the air with gunfire and cannon fire. With families fleeing, the city

descends into chaos, and the already weakened social fabric begins to

unravel.

The Cooks, too, face dwindling business at their coffeehouse as panic

spreads and customers become scarce. Despite Mrs. Cook’s efforts to

maintain connections, including inquiries about the Ogilvie family’s health,

communication falls silent. The disappearance of influential families from

the city underscores the stark divide between the affluent who have the

means to escape and those, like the Cooks, who are left to endure the

ensuing hardship.
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Set amidst the fears sparked by a public health crisis, these chapters

highlight themes of social ambition, class tension, and the vulnerability of

human life. As Mattie’s family and the city brace for what’s to come, the

narrative foreshadows a profound transformation in both personal lives and

society at large.
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Chapter 8: September 2nd, 1793

In chapters eight and nine of the narrative set in 1793 Philadelphia, the story

 unfolds against the backdrop of the yellow fever epidemic gripping the city.

The persistent tolling of church bells and the firing of cannons serve as grim

reminders of the epidemic’s deadly reach. The protagonist’s mother,

concerned for friends, sends inquiries to families like the Ogilvies and

Ludingtons, only to find they have vanished, possibly fleeing the plague.

Amidst dwindling business and plagues of insects, tensions run high. Eliza, a

family helper, expresses her frustration and foreboding about the difficult

days ahead. Despite the oppressive heat, which a thunderstorm temporarily

alleviates, life in the city remains arduous and fraught with danger.

The protagonist’s grandfather, reflecting on the situation's gravity, remains

skeptical of widespread fear, having lived through various hardships himself.

However, during their visit to a print shop, the city’s dire state becomes

more apparent through conversations with Mr. Brown and Mr. Carris. They

introduce the mayor’s directives intended to mitigate the epidemic’s spread,

revealing the extent to which public fears have grown and the measures

needed to contain the outbreak.

As they return home, a harrowing encounter unfolds when a cart carrying

bodies stops before their house, instilling a sense of dread. The chapter’s
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climax reveals the unsettling discovery of the protagonist’s mother being

mistaken for dead and transported in a wheelbarrow, a stark reminder of the

epidemic’s indiscriminate nature.

Chapter nine continues with the protagonist and her grandfather rushing to

carry their mother inside, driven by fear and desperation. Eliza’s panic adds

to the chaos as shattered pottery symbolizes the household’s instability.

Mother, overcome by heat, regains consciousness, temporarily assuaging

fears. Her weakness signifies the epidemic's psychological and emotional

toll on everyone, evoking the anxious uncertainty of living in a

disease-ridden city.

Through these events, the narrative captures the essence of the epidemic's

impact on familial bonds, societal collapse, and individual resilience in the

face of mounting adversity.
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Chapter 9 Summary: September 2nd, 1793

Chapter Nine Summary:

The chapter begins on September 2nd, 1793, with a vivid sense of urgency

as Mattie's grandfather reassures her that Mother, who has fainted from the

oppressive heat, is still alive. Together with Eliza, a trusted family servant,

Mattie helps to carry Mother inside to their home. Eliza, in shock, drops a

pitcher when she sees Mother being brought in.

After ensuring Mother is resting in bed, Grandfather tries to downplay the

incident by saying she simply needs rest, yet Mattie senses something deeply

wrong since it's unusual for Mother to be in bed during the day. As Mattie is

ushered out of the room to attend to the coffeehouse, the day's troubles

unfold with culinary mishaps and quarrelsome customers. Despite her desire

to watch over her ailing mother, Mattie is reminded of her duties below.

Later, Grandfather converses with Mr. Rowley, a practitioner who is not a

formal physician but treats the sick with what Mattie perceives as dubious

expertise. Despite Rowley's dismissal of a yellow fever diagnosis, Eliza

mentions the havoc the fever is wreaking elsewhere, a reflection of the fear

and rumors gripping Philadelphia during this epidemic.
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Rowley examines Mother and insists she does not have yellow fever, which

relieves Grandfather. However, Rowley advises regular baths and remedies,

showing concern that her recovery will require more than just rest.

Although Mattie feels uncomfortable admitting a stranger into Mother’s

private space, the situation necessitates it. After Rowley leaves, the daunting

task of caring for Mother without proper medical aid falls to Mattie and

Eliza. They bathe Mother according to Rowley's instructions, despite

Mattie's discomfort with the role reversal of caring for her parent.

As evening descends, Eliza departs to tend to her own family, leaving Mattie

alone with her ailing mother in the eerie solitude of the coffeehouse. The

chapter ends on a tense note as Mattie, despite her best efforts to comfort

Mother, witnesses her condition worsen dramatically, experiencing a

terrifying episode with vomiting and delirium. Mattie is left feeling

overwhelmed and desperate, contemplating the potential relief death could

bring to her mother's struggles.

Chapter Ten Summary:

The following events unfold on September 6th, 1793. This chapter sees a

change of pace as morning breaks with a muted sense of hope. Mattie wakes

to Eliza gently rousing her from sleep, bringing news that reassures Mattie:
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help has arrived in the form of Dr. Kerr, an educated physician from

Scotland who has a new perspective on Mother's illness.

When Dr. Kerr examines Mother, the creases of anxiety lining Mattie's face

deepen, yet there is a flicker of hope that a Scottish doctor's fresh approach

might bring clarity or a miracle. Dr. Kerr appears professional, his demeanor

providing a stark contrast to the questionable Mr. Rowley. Eliza reassures

Mattie of Dr. Kerr's qualifications, but undeterred worry grips Mattie as she

notices Mother’s lifeless, pallid complexion. In the backdrop of this portrait

of unease lies the dread of yellow fever, whispered about in the streets of

Philadelphia. 

The chapter emphasizes the seriousness of Mother's condition and the

dramatic tension that hangs over the household as they await Dr. Kerr's next

steps. This chapter introduces Dr. Kerr as a hopeful figure against the grim

backdrop of the 1793 yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, setting the

stage for the continuation of the characters' struggles with fear, illness, and

survival.
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Chapter 10 Summary: September 6th, 1793

In early September 1793, the city of Philadelphia is in the grip of a yellow

 fever epidemic. Eliza gently awakens Mattie to reveal that she and Mattie's

grandfather have secured the services of Dr. Kerr, a learned physician from

Scotland, to tend to Mattie's ailing mother. Upon examination, Dr. Kerr

confirms the dire news: Mattie's mother is suffering not from a mere autumn

fever, as previously thought, but from the deadly yellow fever. This

revelation shatters Mattie's perception of her mother as an invincible force,

capable of overcoming any adversity.

Dr. Kerr insists that immediate bleeding is necessary to save her, following

Dr. Rush's controversial but prevalent medical advice of the time. Although

apprehensive, Mattie and Eliza assist in the procedure. Dr. Kerr further

prescribes a purge and suggests sending Mattie out of the disease-ridden city

for her safety, a decision her sick mother supports to protect her from the

fever.

Despite Mattie's protests, Eliza and Grandfather are resolute in sending her

away. They plan to send her to relatives, the Ludingtons, although no

confirmation of their ability to host her has been received. As they prepare,

Mattie receives an unexpected and comforting painting of flowers from

Nathaniel Benson, a friend quarantined with the Peale family for safety.
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As morning arrives, Mattie is reluctantly packed into a rickety wagon

procured by her grandfather. The journey out of Philadelphia begins, her

heart heavy with worry for those she leaves behind. Grandfather's

lighthearted demeanor juxtaposes the grim reality of their departure amidst

an unfolding epidemic.

The wagon ride is arduous, traversing roads congested with others fleeing

the city. As they travel, Mattie grows increasingly unsettled by her

grandfather's persistent cough, a cruel reminder of the pervasive illness they

hope to escape. With each bump and insect bite, the reality of their

precarious situation becomes more apparent, underscoring the uncertainty of

what lies ahead in their flight from the epidemic.
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Chapter 11 Summary: September 7th, 1793

In early September of 1793, Philadelphia faces a crisis that causes many of

 its citizens to flee the city in fear. Matilda "Mattie" Cook and her

Grandfather are among those trying to escape. They traverse the dry, rutted

roads leading out of the city with a half-starved horse pulling their carriage,

dealing with heat and swarming insects. Humorous exchanges between

Mattie and her Grandfather lighten the mood, but underlying tension remains

due to the spreading illness.

As they travel, they encounter hardships, including a farmer who is wary of

their health, fearing the fever that everyone is fleeing from might infect his

wagon. Despite concerns from the farmer's wife and a fellow traveler about

the baby's soiled drawers attracting insects, Mattie and her Grandfather

continue their journey. Along the way, Grandfather shares lessons from his

soldiering days, trying to make the most of their grim situation with tales of

sturdy boots, full bellies, and a decent night's sleep being essential for

soldiers.

Their journey is interrupted by a group of horsemen carrying muskets, who

turn out to be guarding the entrance to the town of Pembroke. These men,

assigned by the town council, are tasked with keeping fever victims out of

their community. The group demands that Mattie, Grandfather, and others be

checked by a doctor to ensure they aren't bringing the illness with them.
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When the doctor examines Grandfather, his coughing and obvious signs of

illness lead to their expulsion from the wagon. The farmer, fearing for his

family's health, denies any association with Mattie and her Grandfather,

leaving them behind on the sun-baked road with their belongings mistakenly

taken with the departing wagon.

Stranded and without resources, Mattie must think swiftly as they face a

ten-mile trek back to Philadelphia. They find temporary shelter beneath a

chestnut tree, where Grandfather falls asleep, but his condition is worsening,

evident from his feverish forehead. As Mattie contemplates their dire

situation, she feels a strong resolve to take care of her Grandfather, just as he

had vowed to look after his own. Despite the overwhelming challenges of

being without food or water miles from home, Mattie's determination to

protect her sick Grandfather defines her character.
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Chapter 12: September 8th, 1793

In September 1793, Philadelphia is in the grip of a crisis, with the residents

 suffering while neighbors in other cities remain indifferent, boasting of their

own health and safety. In this setting, we follow a young girl named Mattie

as she and her Grandfather travel away from the city. As they walk,

Grandfather begins to show signs of exhaustion and illness, prompting them

to rest under a chestnut tree. Mattie, resourceful and determined to stay

strong, fashions a makeshift pillow for her Grandfather from timothy grass.

Grandfather soon falls into a feverish sleep, and Mattie is left to fend for

their basic necessities—food and water. She ventures to find a water source,

guided by an old soldier's trick: look for willow trees, which grow near

water. Her hunch pays off, and she discovers a clear stream. After quenching

her thirst and cooling down, she gathers raspberries from nearby bushes,

considering these signs of rabbit habitats, which she hopes could provide

more substantial food.

Returning to Grandfather with water and berries, Mattie is relieved to see

that his eyes are not yellow—a symptom of the deadly yellow fever that is

affecting so many. Despite his weakness, Grandfather is in good spirits and

eats the berries. As night falls, they make plans to move to the more

sheltered area by the willows in hopes of restoring his strength.
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In the pre-dawn hours of September 10th, Mattie awakens to feel her

Grandfather's heartbeat—a rhythm both strong and worrisome. Driven by

concern, she once more goes to the stream for water, her mind pondering

how to get help from Eliza, a family friend. Despite her worries, she

maintains her resolve to protect Grandfather, supported by the presence of

their pet parrot, King George, who provides some comfort with his playful

chatter.

These chapters highlight Mattie’s courage and resourcefulness as she

struggles with the fear of losing Grandfather while maneuvering through the

challenges posed by the crisis gripping Philadelphia. Her hope is to return to

the city once Grandfather recovers, demonstrate her growth from a sheltered

young girl to a determined and capable young woman.
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Chapter 13 Summary: September 10th, 1793

Chapter Thirteen Summary:

Set against the backdrop of September 1793, the story immerses us in a

period when American society is grappling with profound challenges,

including the education of women and a yellow fever epidemic. Dr.

Benjamin Rush, a prominent figure of the era, conveys the necessity for a

distinctive education for American women, echoing the spirit of change and

enlightenment in post-Revolution America.

Mattie, the protagonist, awakens to the sound of a mockingbird,

underscoring the fragility of her current existence. Her Grandfather's health

is deteriorating, his heart beating with alarming intensity. The oppressive

environment is palpable—Mattie's thirst is unquenched, and her immediate

challenge is finding a way to contact Eliza, a character who represents a

reliable connection to safety and support. Mattie's companion, King George

the parrot, provides both a consistent distraction and an echo of her isolation.

Despite her despair, Mattie attempts to maintain hope, imagining a future

where her mother, thought to be gaining strength, sends them a reassuring

letter. Along the path to survival, she encounters basic challenges like

attempting to fish with an improvised net made from her petticoat, an

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


indicator of her resourcefulness amid dire circumstances. Her thoughts also

drift to Nathaniel Benson, a young man whose perception of Mattie adds a

layer of personal reflection to her ordeal. The scenario illustrates the

emotional and physical toll of their situation.

Grandfather's condition worsens—the warm sun stands in stark contrast to

his perceived coldness, indicative of his fever. Faced with the urgency of

acquiring food and comfort, Mattie traverses through an unwelcoming rural

landscape. She encounters a fearful society, locked doors reflecting the

pervasive fear of contagion. Hunger and fatigue blur her judgement until she

discovers a pear tree, presenting a momentary respite. 

Ultimately, as she struggles back with sustenance, the chapter navigates

Mattie's internal dialogue of determination and dread, setting the tone for an

uncertain journey ahead.

Chapter Fourteen Summary:

Mattie's world shifts dramatically between September 12th and 20th, 1793,

under the relentless grip of the yellow fever outbreak in Philadelphia. Philip

Freneau's somber verse encapsulates the city's escalating crisis—the

ceaseless procession to graveyards and the sense of impending doom.
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As the chapter opens, Mattie's consciousness flits in and out, confronting a

grim reality. She awakens in a precarious setting, surrounded by eerie

sounds that convey both suffering and survival. Her experiences personify

the devastating impact of the fever, reflecting the societal collapse and the

dire conditions many face. 

The presence of two figures—a large woman with a candle and a man

named Barney—reveals a stark survival dynamic where even compassion is

tempered by necessity. Barney's insistence on removing bodies for

sustenance, a meal he can earn only through grim labor, starkly

contextualizes the desperation permeating Mattie's world.

Mattie's disorientation and coldness underscore her precarious state between

life and death, symbolizing the fragile line the fever has drawn across the

city. Her predicament is indicative of widespread horror, yet her survival

continues to elude definitive closure, casting a lingering shadow over the

unfolding narrative.
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Chapter 14 Summary: September 12th-20th, 1793

Chapters 14 and 15 Summary: The Fever and Recovery at Bush Hill

The story continues from September 12th to 22nd, 1793, in the midst of the

devastating Yellow Fever epidemic in Philadelphia. The chapter begins with

an eerie poem by Philip Freneau highlighting the constant presence of death

and disease. Amidst this backdrop, our protagonist, Mattie Cook, wakes up

in a fever-induced haze. Confused and disoriented, she finds herself in an

unfamiliar place surrounded by the sounds of pain and anguish.

Initially, Mattie is unsure if she is among the living or the dead, tormented

by nightmares that blur the line between dreams and reality. She dreams

about chaos and confusion, scenes filled with fleeing carriages and soldiers

with their muskets aimed at her. Her feverish mind oscillates between hope

and despair as she tries to cling to thin threads of reality.

Upon awakening, Mattie finds herself drenched in sweat and realizes she is

at Bush Hill, a makeshift hospital for fever victims. Contrary to the horrific

rumors surrounding Bush Hill as a place of death and lawlessness, it has

been transformed by Stephen Girard, a wealthy Frenchman known for his

philanthropic efforts. Girard, alongside his team, including Dr. Deveze, a

French officer-turned-doctor, has turned Bush Hill into a place of healing
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and order. This transformation reflects the remarkable efforts to combat the

epidemic amidst widespread fear and uncertainty.

Mattie is cared for by a compassionate nurse, Mrs. Flagg, who informs her

that her Grandfather has been worried sick for her. Despite the grim

situation, Mattie finds solace in her caregiver’s warmth and the thought that

her grandfather is close by, telling her exaggerated stories to lift her spirits.

Grandfather visits her, his presence reassuring and reminiscent of happier

times, symbolizing hope and resilience in the time of crisis.

However, the situation remains dire as the fever ravages the city. The

epidemic leads to a breakdown of social order, with families torn apart and

buildings filled with the disease. Volunteers and helpers, including those

from the Free African Society, are stretched to their limits, offering aid to

those suffering, their stories of abandonment and loss echoing through the

hospital's grand hall.

Bush Hill, once feared, now stands as a beacon of hope, emphasizing the

importance of community efforts in times of disaster. The chapters portray a

city gripped by fear, yet slowly recovering its humanity and compassion, as

seen in Mattie's gradual recovery with the help of individuals like Girard,

Dr. Deveze, and Mrs. Flagg.

As Mattie begins to understand her surroundings and her own journey
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through illness, she grapples with the reality of her mother and her uncertain

fate. The letters and communication have become unreliable in the chaos,

leaving her desperate for news but grounded by the survival of her and her

grandfather.

These chapters show a transformation from despair to guarded optimism,

highlighting individual and collective resilience in combating an epidemic

that has ravaged Philadelphia but revealed human kindness and strength in

unexpected ways.

Key Themes Details

Setting and
Context

The story unfolds from September 12th to 22nd, 1793, during the
Yellow Fever epidemic in Philadelphia.

Initial Scene Mattie Cook awakens in a feverish state, surrounded by chaos and
uncertainty, unsure if she is alive or dead.

Location She is at Bush Hill, a makeshift hospital, transformed by Stephen
Girard’s efforts into a place of healing.

Main
Characters

Mattie Cook, her Grandfather, Stephen Girard, Dr. Deveze, and
Nurse Mrs. Flagg.

Rumors vs
Reality

Bush Hill's reputation contrasts with its actual transformation into a
medical center by Girard and his team.

Care and
Compassion

Mrs. Flagg tends to Mattie with compassion, offering reassurances of
her Grandfather's concern.

Theme of
Hope

Visitors like Mattie’s Grandfather provide hope and encouragement
despite the grim circumstances.
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Key Themes Details

City's
Condition

Philadelphia is depicted in chaos, with fears of social breakdown due
to the epidemic.

Community
Efforts

Volunteers, including the Free African Society, are vital in providing
aid amidst widespread suffering.

Transformation Bush Hill evolves from a feared place to a symbol of hope and
recovery due to collective resilience.

Personal
Journey

Mattie struggles between hope and despair, dealing with her illness
and concerns for her mother's fate.

Overall
Message

The chapters highlight resilience, compassion, and the community's
role in combating the epidemic.
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Chapter 15 Summary: September 22nd, 1793

Chapter Fifteen and Sixteen Summary

Set against the backdrop of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia in

1793, these chapters portray the chaos and despair gripping the city. As

recounted by the protagonist, patients at the Bush Hill hospital recount tragic

stories of despair. People are abandoned by loved ones, and corpses rot,

exacerbating the epidemic. Volunteers from the Free African Society, nurses,

and doctors tend to the sick amid these hardships.

Notable individuals, including Secretary of the Treasury Alexander

Hamilton and Dr. Rush, have fallen ill, though Hamilton has fled the city.

Despite the pervasive terror, some brave souls emerge, aiding the sick at

their own peril. However, the protagonist, recovering in her hospital bed,

hears no news of her mother or her friends Nathaniel and Eliza.

Her condition improves under Dr. Deveze's care, who announces her

recovery. Yet, uncertainty looms regarding her homecoming and the

whereabouts of her mother and friends. The care she receives from Mrs.

Flagg, a hospital caregiver, provides comfort amidst her worries.

Grandfather, the protagonist's guardian and a former soldier, finds solace

and purpose in aiding hospital efforts, reminiscent of his war days.
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Finally, as her recovery progresses, hospital officials recommend she be sent

to an orphanage due to being unclaimed by family. Grandfather intervenes,

fiercely opposing the idea and asserting his ability to care for her. The

bureaucratic response is indifferent, though Grandfather's pledge is resolute.

In Chapter Sixteen, as they prepare to leave Bush Hill, Mrs. Flagg bids them

a tearful farewell, showcasing the human connection amid hardship. The

protagonist and her Grandfather depart in a wagon with other fever

survivors, facing a city ravaged by disease. Their journey captures the

resilience necessary to navigate an environment dominated by illness and

uncertainty, with Grandfather's defiant spirit offering a beacon of hope.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience Through Crisis

Critical Interpretation: Amidst the gripping chaos and despair of a city

overwhelmed by epidemic, you learn from the protagonist's journey

the power of resilience in the face of seemingly insurmountable

challenges. As fear and uncertainty shadow her world, the steadfast

resolve demonstrated by her and Grandfather showcase the essential

human spirit to keep moving forward, even when adversity strikes.

This chapter resonates with us, reminding you of the importance of

harnessing inner strength and courage. When life's trials seem

relentless, it's those who fiercely defy despair and maintain hope, like

Grandfather, who light the way for others. Challenges may be

numerous and daunting, yet with the resolute determination evident

here, you are inspired to persist, assured that the storm can be

weathered and brighter days will emerge. Their journey underscores

that no matter how dire the circumstances, fortitude, and resolve can

guide you through life's darkest hours.
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Chapter 16: September 24th, 1793

In Chapter Sixteen of this gripping historical narrative set in 1793

 Philadelphia, Matilda and her Grandfather find themselves in the throes of a

city ravaged by the yellow fever epidemic, a catastrophe ominously

prophesied by the Quakers. As they prepare to leave Bush Hill, a temporary

hospital that has become a shelter for the afflicted, they exchange farewells

with Mrs. Flagg, who had shown them kindness and care.

They board a wagon with five fever orphans bound for an orphanage.

Alongside them is Mrs. Bowles, a Quaker woman who emanates kindness

and resilience. During the journey, Matilda reflects on the stark realities of

the epidemic, witnessing the abandoned streets and shuttered homes of

Philadelphia. Mrs. Bowles, who is attempting to recruit Matilda’s help at the

orphanage, shares insights into the dire situation, painting a portrait of a city

struggling under the weight of disease and despair.

As they traverse past a line of carts laden with corpses headed for the mass

graves at Potter's Field, Matilda contemplates the profound transformation of

the city. The epidemic has claimed countless lives, leaving the streets

desolate and the communities isolated. Mrs. Bowles urges Matilda to

consider working at the orphanage while warning of the perils outside and

sharing her observations about the epidemic's impact.
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In Chapter Seventeen, Matilda and her Grandfather finally arrive at their

coffeehouse. The once vibrant establishment is now in disarray, a stark

reminder of the chaos that has overtaken the city. Matilda bursts through the

door to find their home ransacked—furniture overturned and valuable items

missing. This violation is a painful testament to the desperation filling the

city amidst the horrors of the epidemic. Grandfather hasn't even seen the

extent of the destruction, plunging the duo back into the grim reality of their

precarious existence in an embattled Philadelphia.

Together, these chapters weave a tale of adversity, survival, and the

persistent human spirit amidst the bleak backdrop of a city in turmoil. They

highlight the relentless march of disease through the streets, transforming

life and challenging the resilience of those left to confront the devastation

head-on.
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Chapter 17 Summary: September 24th, 1793

In the chaos of September 1793, Philadelphia is gripped by fear and

 uncertainty due to a fever outbreak, as emphasized in a letter by John

Walsh. Matilda Cook, known as Mattie, and her ailing grandfather return to

their coffeehouse only to find it has been ransacked. They discover that the

front room is a mess; furniture is overturned, and precious items are missing.

The kitchen has been stripped of food, and Mattie's heart is heavy as she tells

her grandfather it wasn't his fault, reassuring him that he had locked the door

securely.

The desperate situation hits home when Mattie races upstairs to find her

mother missing and a strong smell of illness lingering. She opens windows

to let in fresh air, comforted that the upstairs is untouched by the vandals.

Despite efforts to salvage what they can, the coffeehouse bears the scars of

intrusion, a once vibrant space now deserted and silent.

Her grandfather, struggling with old war injuries, tries to comfort Mattie and

himself with familiar routines. Despite the plundering, they find relief in

discovering that their strongbox of money remains hidden and intact. This

small mercy encourages Mattie to remain steadfast, hoping her mother and

their family friend, Eliza, are safe.

As the day progresses, Mattie realizes the garden is ruined, ravaged by
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insects and neglect, leaving her empty-handed save for a few beans and sour

cherries. Still, she attempts to maintain some normalcy, sharing the meager

harvest with her grandfather. Her cat, Silas, provides a sliver of

companionship but little help as she navigates their immediate needs.

The next day, Mattie wakes to find her grandfather still asleep. Despite the

dire state of their home and resources, she decides to start the day with a

bath, determined to bring some semblance of comfort back into their lives.

The narrative paints a picture of resilience amidst calamity, capturing

Mattie's resolve to care for her grandfather while clinging to hope for a

return to normalcy once the fever subsides.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience amidst adversity.

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you are shown the power of

resilience, a crucial characteristic that can inspire personal growth and

tenacity during tough times. You witness Mattie's unwavering resolve

to maintain some semblance of normalcy despite the daunting

circumstances she faces. Her willingness to find hope in small

mercies, such as the intact strongbox and the companionship of her

cat, serves as a reminder that even in the darkest days, there are

glimmers of light. Mattie's determination to carry on, caring for her

grandfather and holding onto the idea of a brighter future, encourages

you to persist through challenges. This narrative invites you to

embrace resilience by finding strength in the face of adversity,

aligning your focus on the small victories while nurturing the hope

that better days will come.
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Chapter 18 Summary: September 25th, 1793

Chapter Eighteen & Nineteen Summary:

In the tumultuous year of 1793, Philadelphia was the throes of a deadly

yellow fever epidemic that had driven more than half the city's population to

flee. Amidst this backdrop, Mattie Cook awakens to the accompaniment of

her cat, Silas, while her grandfather sleeps in the same room, signifying the

small victories of surviving another day and night in their perilous

environment.

The next morning is marked by Mattie's decision to start afresh, both

physically and mentally. Covered in the grime of neglect, she decides that a

bath is in order despite the effort required to boil water. Left to her own

devices, she busies herself with the rudimentary tasks of survival, such as

tending the garden in carefree attire—a rare moment of levity amidst the

crisis as she imagines slack routines like gardening in nightclothes becoming

the latest trend. 

Her bath, a moment of solitude and reclamation, allows her to wash away

not just the physical dirt but the psychological burden weighing on her.

However, clothes are a concern; since hers are filthy, she opts for her absent

mother's more refined garments, promising not to use them for anything too
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taxing.

Joined by her grandfather, the two manage to share a meager meal, bonded

by necessity rather than abundance. The need to maintain some semblance of

normality in their desolate neighborhood—a ghost town due to the

fever—compels them to utilize whatever the garden yields. Even in

adversity, they experience small victories, such as their delight in finding

potatoes, a minor triumph that enables them to enjoy a truly satisfying meal.

Despite the day's relative calm and small pleasures, the reality remains

severe. Mattie and her grandfather choose to stay fixed in their home,

asserting the logic that the outside world, ravaged by the disease, poses a

greater threat.

As the day ends, Mattie basks in the comfort of successful self-reliance.

Before sleep overtakes her, she reads from her grandfather's Bible, reflecting

on the day's achievement and expressing a quiet sense of security, even if

only illusory.

However, any semblance of tranquility is short-lived. Mattie's sleep is

interrupted by a dream of abundance, abruptly ended by the sound of

footsteps—an omen reminding her of the omnipresent dangers threatening

her semblance of sanctuary. The intrusion into her home presages yet

another challenge to be faced at dawn.
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Chapter 19 Summary: September 26th, 1793

In the heart of Philadelphia, September 1793, as yellow fever ravages the

 city, the sense of fear and desperation grows. Dr. Benjamin Rush, known

for his tireless work during the epidemic, notes in a letter that death looms

constantly, symbolizing the dire situation. Against this backdrop, young

Mattie Cook dreams of a feast, which, given the context of scarcity and

death, highlights her deep longing for normalcy and abundance during the

city's turmoil.

A sudden noise awakens her. Peering through her house's dim shadows, she

discerns two intruders, a tall one and a shorter accomplice, creeping about,

hoping to find treasure amidst the chaos. They are initially skeptical about

any residents due to the pervasive yellow fever, which has emptied many

homes. Yet, they press on in their search.

The narrative tension heightens as Mattie realizes the grave danger she and

her Grandfather—her sole protector and family left due to the

epidemic—face. Stealthily, she attempts to sneak out and seek help,

contemplating the bleak reality that even if she manages to run, death

plagues the streets outside, diminishing the chances of finding aid.

The robbers, dismissive of her silent plea, carry out their theft, disrespecting

her family’s possessions, including her Grandfather's cherished chess set and
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his war sword, relics of a time when he defended the nation—a nation now

besieged internally by illness.

When the tall intruder brandishes the sword recklessly, narrowly missing

her, Mattie seizes the moment to act. Screaming and feigning ghostly

apparitions, she hopes to scare them away, but finds them undeterred—until

Grandfather intervenes. Weak yet resolved, he confronts the robbers with his

rifle. However, the confrontation takes a tragic turn when, in trying to

protect Mattie, Grandfather's frail health gives way.

In the ensuing chaos, the intruders flee, but not without one inflicting a

devastating blow to Grandfather. Mattie, driven by desperation and grief,

fights back, wielding the sword with newfound bravery taught by

Grandfather himself. She forces the remaining robber out, but not before the

damage is done.

Alone, Mattie faces the crushing reality of Grandfather’s impending death, a

loss compounded by the image of the city’s suffering from the progressing

fever. Her heart heavy, she stays by his side, fervently wishing the dawn

wouldn't break. His passing signifies not only a personal loss but the loss of

a connection to a period before the fever tightened its grip on the city,

leaving her amidst uncertainty and solitude.

The following morning, the grim reality is symbolized vividly as she hears
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the city’s death call—“Bring out your dead!” The rattle of the cart collecting

the city’s deceased underscores the severity of the crisis, as Mattie musters

the courage and composure to face a world that has changed irreparably,

devoid of the warmth Grandfather once provided. The city, echoing with the

cries of despair, readies its survivors to endure another day amid unrelenting

death, marking Mattie's resolve to navigate through this man-made storm of

pestilence and loss.
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Chapter 20: September 27th, 1793

In the grim setting of Philadelphia on September 27, 1793, the city is

 gripped by a yellow fever epidemic. The chapter opens with the haunting

refrain, "Bring out your dead!" echoing through the streets, capturing the

pervasive despair as a setting confirmed by the chilling sight of a ragged

man pushing a cart with the bodies of a child and young woman, their skin

yellowed by the fever. Our protagonist, Mattie, is shaken from a dreadful

realization; this is no nightmare—it is her brutal reality.

The scene shifts to Mattie's personal tragedy; her grandfather has succumbed

to the fever. As the oppressive heat accelerates the need to bury the dead, she

determinedly follows the cart carrying her grandfather’s body. Despite the

city’s ghostly silence and decay, she insists on giving Captain William

Farnsworth Cook the dignity of a prayer, invoking his proud military legacy

as a veteran of the Pennsylvania Fifth Regiment. Her insistence is matched

by the solemn participation of the grave diggers and onlookers bowing their

heads as she reads from the Psalms, elevating the sorrowful moment into one

of collective respect and faith.

Mattie’s journey through the city reveals a landscape abandoned by half its

population, reduced from a bustling metropolis of forty thousand to a hollow

shell haunted by death and scarcity. The Federal Gazette's printer, Mr.

Brown, is beleaguered, lamenting the lack of paper and the daunting task of
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keeping the city’s only remaining newspaper operational, while Mattie

grapples with the realization that hunger is now as perilous as the fever

itself.

Mattie's desperate search for sustenance leads her to the eerily empty

marketplace and streets, but hope seems as distant as ever. Encountering

hostile survivors, she endures humiliation and pain, only to find sanctuary in

the solitude of her thoughts of Grandfather’s wisdom urging resilience.

The chapter closes poignantly when Mattie discovers a young child named

Nell, alone beside her mother's corpse, the fever’s latest victim. Holding

Nell tenderly, Mattie is confronted with a new burden. She cannot care for

the child or bury the mother by herself, and thus must find aid. In these

moments of sorrow and reflection, Mattie’s character is not only shaped by

her own trials but also the empathy and strength that emerge in the darkest

times.

Here, the narrative encapsulates the profound loneliness and despair during

the yellow fever epidemic's peak, while exploring themes of death, loss, and

the struggle for human dignity amidst chaos. Despite the despair, Mattie’s

determination to bury her grandfather with honor and her impulse to comfort

the orphaned Nell illuminate glimmers of humanity persisting against the

odds.
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Chapter 21 Summary: September 27th, 1793

In the dire grip of the yellow fever epidemic ravaging Philadelphia in 1793,

 the protagonist finds herself in a heart-wrenching encounter with a young

girl, Nell, whose mother has succumbed to the illness. This encounter

deepens the narrative’s exploration of the tragedy's wide-reaching effects.

With desperation mounting, the protagonist, aware of her own limitations in

caring for Nell, resolves to find help. 

A resident suggests reaching out to Reverend Allen’s group, known for their

charitable work amidst the crisis. As the protagonist sets out, carrying Nell

through the treacherous city streets plagued by fear and sickness, her path

crosses with dockside rowdies. She maneuvers through the peril, driven by

her duty to the orphaned child.

In a turning point, she glimpses two women entering an alley and believes

she recognizes one as Eliza, a familiar and trusted figure. Attempting to

catch up, she encounters unwanted advances from a drunken man, but Nell’s

quick thinking allows them to escape. Though initially unable to find Eliza,

a local woman’s guidance leads her to a potential location.

In a wild chase fueled by desperation and hope, the protagonist utilizes the

only tool at her disposal—her voice—calling out for Eliza until she receives

a response. When Eliza emerges, the reunion is both a relief and an
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emotional outpouring for the protagonist. She is engulfed by the cumulative

weight of her fears, experiences at Bush Hill, her grandfather’s death, and

her solitary survival, finally finding solace in Eliza's comforting presence.

Eliza, astounded to hear the protagonist's story, questions why she isn't with

her mother at a safe farm, where a plan was intended to take them. Here lies

a revelation that plans were not followed as believed, introducing a new

layer of worry for the protagonist. With the sun setting and the uncertainty

of the streets growing, Eliza insists they move to her brother’s home to

regroup and share their full stories, setting the stage for the next steps in

adjusting to the harsh realities of their environment amid the relentless

epidemic.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Helping Even When You're Struggling

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 21, your journey through adversity

comes to life as you navigate a city engulfed by fear and disease, yet

remain steadfast in seeking aid for young Nell. This compelling tale of

perseverance in the face of overwhelming odds highlights the

transformative power of selfless actions. When life's burdens seem

insurmountable, remember that reaching out to lift others can ignite a

spark of hope, rekindling your own spirit. By embodying compassion

amid chaos, you can find a source of strength, demonstrating how

empathy and commitment to care can alter a narrative and inspire

those around you."
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Chapter 22 Summary: September 27th, 1793

Chapter Twenty-Two Summary:

In late September 1793, the Yellow Fever epidemic continues to devastate

Philadelphia, with even more doctors and citizens falling ill. Amidst this

chaos, Matilda, shaken and overwhelmed by the recent events of her

grandfather’s death and her fears for her mother, finds solace in her friend

Eliza’s compassion. Eliza, a free Black woman, works tirelessly to help

those affected by the fever, mistakenly believed to be invisible to Black

people. 

As Eliza leads Matilda to her brother Joseph’s home for safety, they

encounter Mother Smith, an elderly woman who helps with domestic duties.

The atmosphere is tense yet filled with familial warmth. Eliza reassures

Matilda that her mother is not dead, calming her fears and insisting on a

meal before discussing plans further.

Joseph, who is recovering from the fever, lives with his two young sons,

Robert and William. Despite the family's pragmatic approach to daily

survival, grief over the recent death of Joseph's wife looms overhead. Eliza

balances caring for this family with aiding the wider community, embodying

resilience.
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Matilda, burdened by guilt over her grandfather’s death and the challenges

she faces, insists on her capability to care for herself and Nell, a young

orphan girl. Eliza listens to Matilda’s experiences, offering comfort and

wisdom, particularly regarding the immense loss felt by all Philadelphians

during the epidemic.

Eliza also reveals how Rev. Allen and the Free African Society are

mobilizing to provide care across the city, a testament to the strength and

unity of Black Philadelphians despite the risks. The chapter concludes with

discussions of hope for the epidemic’s end and the importance of

perseverance until frost brings relief.

---

Chapter Twenty-Three Summary:

The following morning, on September 28, Matilda awakes to both physical

discomfort and Eliza’s light-hearted approach to the everyday chaos caused

by young children. As resources are scarce amidst the epidemic, daily

routines like laundry take on new significance.

In this strained environment, Matilda continues her efforts to assist Eliza and
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her brother’s family. She tackles washing chores with resolve, watched by

the solemn children who represent the innocence and resilience living

through the epidemic's shadows. Despite the hardships, Eliza’s laughter and

guidance serve as a beacon of normalcy and strength for Matilda as she

navigates the traumatic events she’s endured.

These chapters highlight the era's societal struggles and personal sacrifices,

while emphasizing themes of community reliance and unyielding hope

amidst one of Philadelphia’s darkest periods.
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Chapter 23 Summary: September 28th, 1793

Chapter Twenty-Three Summary:

Set against the backdrop of Philadelphia in 1793, amid distress from a

yellow fever epidemic and financial struggles, this chapter explores the

challenging conditions through Mattie's experiences. Awaking beside a

damp Nell reveals the daily challenges of caring for young children in

confined spaces, with Eliza making light of the universal trials of childcare.

Meanwhile, Mother Smith is a stern figure, inspecting and correcting

Mattie's cleaning and stitching, further highlighting the difficulty of

maintaining order in these times.

Despite the hardships, moments of magic are found in Mother Smith's

storytelling, captivating the children and offering brief respite.

Conversations explore deeper issues, including the care of Nell. Mother

Smith advises against getting attached to Nell, warning Mattie of the

difficulties of eventually parting with the child. This advice troubles Mattie,

forcing her to reconsider her responsibilities, as she wrestles with her own

need for companionship and Nell's welfare.

Eliza’s dedicated work caring for the sick compounds the weight of

responsibility on Mattie, who contemplates leaving Nell in an orphanage.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


But as they reach the crowded, chaotic orphan house, Mattie realizes Nell is

better off with her, a decision welcomed by Eliza. Their return home is

lightened by the unexpected joy of playful encounters with daisies

mysteriously falling from a window. This is revealed to be a gesture from

Nathaniel Benson, offering brief reprieve and connection.

As the chapter concludes, Mattie finds renewed purpose. Despite earlier

doubts, she feels belonging and resolves to forge forward, providing care for

Nell and assisting Eliza in her noble efforts.

---

Chapter Twenty-Four Summary:

Philadelphia grapples with the tragic yellow fever epidemic's full impact by

October 1793, as described through the efforts of pioneering community

leaders Richard Allen and Absalom Jones, who organized help for the

stricken.

The chapter juxtaposes the physical and emotional demands of caregiving

experienced by Mattie and Eliza against the wider societal collapse. Each

day is a barrage of heartache for Mattie, who, alongside Eliza, witnesses the

breaking of families and homes, not just bodies. Caring for the dying in their
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own homes personalizes the epidemic’s devastation, a stark contrast to

institutional settings like Bush Hill.

Mattie's compassion strengthens her resolve, shaping a deeper sense of duty.

Despite initial hesitations and fears, she is driven by the shared suffering

witnessed in the neighborhoods, bolstered by Eliza's steadfast determination

and selflessness. This chapter reveals the unyielding community spirit amid

crisis, demonstrating individuals like Eliza and Mattie as beacons of hope,

striving to mend not just broken bodies, but spirits and homes as they

navigate the harrowing aftermath of the late 18th-century epidemic in

Philadelphia.
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Chapter 24: October 1st, 1793

In the harrowing days of October 1793, amidst the devastating yellow fever

 epidemic in Philadelphia, society turned its eyes to the Black community for

aid, with figures such as Richard Allen and Absalom Jones publicly offering

their services to remove the deceased and provide nursing care. Amidst this

backdrop, the journey of Eliza and Mattie unfolds as they traverse the city,

confronting not just the physical manifestations of the disease, but the

emotional toll it exacts as well. The juxtaposition of the unpleasant sights

and odors they endure is nothing compared to the heartache experienced

when entering the homes of families torn apart by illness.

The relentless charitable efforts of Eliza and Mattie are highlighted as they

tirelessly offer their aid from dawn until dusk. Joseph, Eliza's steadfast

brother, manages domestic responsibilities, shouldering his own burdens and

ensuring meals are ready upon their exhausted returns. Despite a brief period

of cooler weather, the oppressive heat returns, matching the feverish rumors

swirling through the city—rumors of the fever's demise, of its resurgence,

and wild tales about poisoned water and looming disasters.

At a boarding house by the Delaware River, they encounter sailors stricken

with fever, each fearful of dying far from home. Despite a vinegar-soaked

cloth, the stench is unavoidable, signaling the grim reality of the epidemic.

Eliza's interactions with the boarding house owner reveal the grim economic
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impact, reminiscent of wartime rationing, as flour shortages force the use of

sawdust bread.

In a visit to Barrett’s apothecary for medicinal supplies, Eliza expresses

disdain for the greed she perceives among suppliers, lamenting the

profiteering off the epidemic. Their journey takes them to the Sharp family,

where they witness the ravages of illness intertwined with personal tragedy.

Mr. Sharp’s demise, a descent into madness before death, has left his family

shattered. Yet, Eliza and Mattie find resolve in tending to the remaining

family members.

The day’s trials culminate at Joseph’s home, where the shadow of fear

deepens. Returning from their rounds, Eliza and Mattie are met with Joseph's

silent sorrow, as his children and young Nell lay afflicted by fever. In a

desperate bid to save them, Mattie proposes relocating to the coffeehouse, a

refuge with fresh air and room to breathe, a flicker of hope in the oppressive

gloom.

Chapter Twenty-Five, dated October 14th, 1793, picks up with the

determined preparation for the move. Mother Smith provides a mule cart,

symbolizing community support. The children are tenderly laid onto a

mattress in the cart, their father Joseph fighting back the looming despair as

he entrusts their care to Eliza and Mattie. Each step of this fraught journey

underscores the heavy load carried by those on the front lines of the
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epidemic—an emotional and physical burden amplified by the responsibility

to seek recovery against overwhelming odds.
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Chapter 25 Summary: October 14th, 1793

Chapter Twenty-Five Summary:

The scene is set in Philadelphia during the severe yellow fever epidemic of

1793, and an air of melancholy hangs over the city. The protagonist and

those around her are trying to care for the ill, particularly children affected

by the fever. They scrub down a mule cart to carry supplies and children to a

safer location, a task done with diligence and urgency as they pack bed

linens and blankets.

Joseph, a father, makes the heart-wrenching decision to stay back to prevent

further contagion, entrusting Eliza and the narrator to transport and care for

the children, including his sons and a girl named Nell. They leave under the

cover of a dark, abandoned city, illustrating the fear and desolation of the

epidemic, heightened by empty streets and extinguished lanterns.

Upon arrival at a coffeehouse, they struggle to create a makeshift hospital

for the children downstairs, prioritizing cooler, more breathable air over

comfort. They've become hardened by the daily struggle for survival,

evidenced by their readiness to defend against thieves if necessary.

Despite their exhaustive care, the children are stricken severely by the fever.
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The narrative portrays the physical and emotional pain of watching the

children suffer, especially Nell, who is fevered and disoriented, calling for

her mother. The caretakers debate bleeding, a common but dangerous

treatment of the time, but ultimately trust the French doctors’ method, which

avoids bleeding.

Through sleepless nights and blistered hands from endless manual labor and

caring for the children, despair sets in. But they persist, pulling from within

a strength fueled by past triumphs against the epidemic and a desperate hope

for survival.

Chapter Twenty-Six Summary:

As Chapter Twenty-Six opens, the protagonist is jolted awake by Silas, a

familiar orange furred presence, which acts as a cue that time has passed in

relative safety. It hints at a change in the environment, suggesting the

long-awaited colder weather might finally provide relief from the relentless

fever. This transition signifies a potential turning point, the fierce struggle

against the epidemic possibly moving toward resolution.

The protagonist awakens disoriented in the frozen garden, her physical

exhaustion palpable. She takes in her frost-dusted surroundings, signaling

the arrival of winter's chill—a natural deterrent against yellow fever,
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historically known to dissipate with colder temperatures. This change brings

hope that the fever's relentless grip might finally loosen, carrying a glimmer

of hope for recovery and survival, paving the way for a hopeful shift in the

city's fortunes.
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Chapter 26 Summary: October 23rd, 1793

### Chapters Twenty-Six and Twenty-Seven

October 23rd, 1793 - October 30th, 1793

The narrative begins with a vivid moment of realization as early winter frost

covers the garden in Philadelphia. Matilda "Mattie" Cook is stirred awake by

Silas, her cat, and she is initially disoriented, convinced she's dreaming

about the frost, a long-awaited herald of hope signaling the end of the

devastating yellow fever epidemic that's tormented the city. The frost not

only changes the environment, ridding the city of its fetid odor, but it brings

a palpable sense of relief and rejuvenation as the disease loses its grip.

Mattie and Eliza, her trusted companion and former cook at the family’s

coffeehouse, are overjoyed by the frost's arrival. They understand its

significance—the bitter cold serves as a cleansing force, effectively putting a

stop to the epidemic by killing the fever-carrying mosquitoes. Their

jubilation is shared by the children in their care: Nell, Robert, and William,

who are brought outside to enjoy the fresh, clean air that no longer carries

the illness.
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Their relief is further invigorated when a messenger arrives with fresh

provisions—a bounty of eggs, pumpkins, bread, and beef—from Joseph,

Eliza's brother, as farmers return to Philadelphia, their offerings aplenty and

affordable in the wake of the frost.

Despite their newfound hope, they remain cautious, especially when advised

to avoid the city center, acknowledging the potential lingering threat of the

fever. Exhausted yet relieved, Mattie and Eliza take proactive measures to

ward off any remnants of disease. They move furniture outside, allowing the

frost to act as a natural disinfectant, while the children sleep contently, their

fevers broken.

The next day, the return of normalcy is underscored by a visit from Joseph,

who arrives bearing gifts—handmade toys for the children—and bringing

news that the market has reopened. The heartwarming reunion brings tears

of gratitude and marks a significant milestone in their journey through the

ordeal.

Mattie ventures to the bustling market, now vibrant and alive with stalls

brimming with food and camaraderie as people share stories of survival and

loss. The market, once a somber place of despair, now resembles a festival

celebrating life. Here, Mattie reunites with familiar faces like Mrs. Epler, a

welcoming presence offering gifts of poultry. Yet, Mattie's joy is tempered

by an underlying sadness as she shares the news of her missing mother and
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the death of her grandfather.

Amidst the vibrant chaos of the market, Mattie stumbles upon Nathaniel

Benson, an old friend and emerging painter, who survived the epidemic and

is eager to reconnect. Their interaction is tinged with youthful affection as

Nathaniel offers to walk Mattie home, discussing survival tactics and sharing

a rare moment of levity remembering Mr. Peale’s unique culinary endeavors

during the epidemic.

Chapter Twenty-Seven transitions into a week later, as the city's

transformation continues. Nathaniel becomes a frequent visitor, relieved to

be liberated from the confines of quarantine, and spends his time relishing

the outdoor freedom. The city swells with people returning to reclaim their

lives, their unbridled joy juxtaposed against the stark memories and visible

scars borne by those who remained during the fever's peak.

Mattie observes the contrasting attitudes between the well-fed returnees and

those who endured the epidemic’s wrath. She feels the dissonance

deeply—an awkward dance of life and death where the returnees'

exuberance feels out of step with the solemnity of those left changed by the

epidemic's harsh toll. Yet, amidst this ongoing narrative of recovery, there

remains the persistent hope for her mother's return, echoing the sentiment

that, although life is unpredictable and fraught with challenges, resilience

and the human spirit remain unyielding.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Hope in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the chapter, the arrival of the frost signifies a

cleansing rebirth, symbolizing hope amidst adversity. This pivotal

moment serves as a reminder that even in life's darkest times, a simple

change can breathe new life and reinvigorate the spirit. The frost's

arrival, effectively halting the epidemic, reassures that relief and

healing follow hardship. This can inspire you to embrace hope,

knowing that hardships are temporary and that resilience paves the

way for renewal and growth.
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Chapter 27 Summary: October 30th, 1793

In the aftermath of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia in 1793, a

 sense of renewal began to spread as news of a frost brought hope and a

decline in the disease, as noted by Dr. Benjamin Rush. Nathaniel, a frequent

guest, took advantage of the newfound freedom by spending time outdoors

with the Peale family, known for their artistic talents. With the changing

weather, people who had fled the city started to return, evoking mixed

emotions among those who had endured the crisis and remained behind,

feeling gaunt and worn.

As Philadelphia began to revive from its ghostly state, Nathaniel mused

about capturing the city's rebirth in his paintings. He and the narrator

enjoyed their evening strolls, symbolizing a return to normalcy and a

semblance of peace. Despite the uncertainties and remnants of grief, such as

the loss of her Grandfather, the narrator found solace in the gradual healing

of the city.

To celebrate the survival and recovery, Eliza proposed a Thanksgiving feast

with family and friends, including Joseph, his children, and Mother Smith.

The gathering emphasized gratitude for surviving the epidemic and

acknowledged the emotional scars that remained. As they enjoyed a meal

reminiscent of better times, discussions about the future unfolded.
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Joseph suggested selling the coffeehouse, viewing it as a practical decision.

However, the narrator had a different vision. She announced her plan to

reopen the business and boldly declared Eliza as her partner. This decision

was not just about practicality but trust and the mutual support they offered

each other.

With encouragement from Mother Smith, Eliza accepted the partnership,

setting the stage for their shared future. The narrator stood firm, determined

to run the coffeehouse once more, signaling a new beginning amidst the

challenges that lay ahead. A messenger’s delivery of coffee beans from

Jasper Blake further symbolized the return of commerce and the city’s

economic recovery.

As the coffeehouse reopened, it quickly became a thriving hub filled with

the lively chatter of customers. Eliza's culinary skills and the narrator's

clever promotions led to brisk business, much to the narrator's satisfaction.

Together, they embraced the restored vibrancy of their community, finding

pride and purpose in their successful partnership.
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Chapter 28: November 10th, 1793

### Chapter Twenty-Eight Summary:

In the midst of post-epidemic recovery, Philadelphia buzzes with renewed

commercial activity. Three days into reopening, the coffeehouse is teeming

with patrons, enveloped in a lively mix of debates, tobacco smoke, and the

enticing aroma of coffee and cakes. Eliza, the kitchen dynamo, maintains

order and cleanliness, while Mattie cleverly uses free apple cake samples to

boost sales.

Nathaniel, a painter and friend who helps with errands, suggests crafting

advertisements, offering to paint signs and design handbills. Meanwhile, the

realities of life after the epidemic linger, with persistent memories and

empty spaces left by lost loved ones, including Mattie's grandfather.

A sudden commotion breaks the routine as news spreads of President

George Washington’s return, signaling the end of the yellow fever crisis.

The city erupts in celebration, with Mattie and Nathaniel swept up in the

joyous atmosphere, reassured that life in Philadelphia could now safely

continue.

### Chapter Twenty-Nine Summary:

Amidst the city's recovery, Mattie's world is lit with joy as her mother
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returns home, fragile from her time away due to illness. They embrace,

momentarily shutting out the bustling world around them. Mrs. Cook

introduces her companion, Mrs. Ludington, revealing the safe haven where

she recuperated during the fever's peak.

This reunion signifies the rebuilding of their personal world amidst the city's

regrowth. As Nathaniel greets Mrs. Cook, acknowledging her resilience in

surviving the epidemic, the scene reflects hope and the enduring strength of

familial bonds in the face of adversity.
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Chapter 29 Summary: November 10th, 1793

In Chapter Twenty-Nine of the narrative set against the backdrop of the

 yellow fever epidemic in 1793, Matilda finds a poignant reunion with her

mother, Lucille. The story opens with Matilda rushing across the street to

embrace her mother, who is revealed to be frail and weakened by her ordeal

with the fever. She introduces Mrs. Ludington, her caretaker and friend

during her illness. Nathaniel Benson, a mutual acquaintance, respectfully

acknowledges Lucille's survival of the epidemic.

As Lucille struggles to walk, Matilda and Mrs. Ludington support her inside,

where they are met with respectful silence from the room's occupants, a

testament to the impact Lucille's presence commands. Eliza, a close family

friend, expresses profound relief upon seeing Lucille, who is still in the

throes of recovery but exhibiting glimpses of her former self. Mrs.

Ludington recounts Lucille's determined but dangerous search for Matilda

after they were separated, which left Lucille near death. Despite doctors'

warnings to lead a more relaxed life due to the damage to her heart, Lucille

remains resilient.

Matilda reveals to Mrs. Ludington that her grandfather has died, which

brings a somber silence. As Mrs. Ludington departs for her farm, Lucille

expresses both concern and relief upon learning details of Matilda's survival.

Matilda reassures her mother that they are home now and safe, though
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memories of loss linger.

In the Epilogue set on December 11th, 1793, we glimpse a recovering

Philadelphia returning to life as Matilda wakes up to the sound of her cat,

Silas, catching a mouse. Despite the icy morning of the early winter, the

sense of normalcy, however fragile, is palpable as the city emerges from the

shadows of the epidemic, thankful to Providence for its return to health and

prosperity. Matilda, now awakened to new responsibilities and the

continuation of life’s routine, contemplates starting the day, underscoring a

new beginning and the resilience of those who have survived.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Epilogue: December 11th, 1793

In the Epilogue dated December 11th, 1793, Philadelphia is slowly

 reclaiming its vitality and health after a devastating yellow fever epidemic

that swept through the city earlier that year. The narrative opens with a

peaceful domestic scene. The protagonist, alert to the sounds of a lumpy

orange cat catching its prey, reluctantly embraces the chilly December

morning to start her day. 

Her surroundings are tranquil, yet there's an underlying acknowledgment of

the hardships they've all endured. She’s grateful for small comforts, like the

warmth of her quilt and having a dry bed for young Nell, who sleeps beside

her. Navigating the morning routine, she reflects on the house's

peacefulness—a much-needed reprieve from past turmoil. Her mother rests

after fighting a persistent cough, while Eliza, a close family friend, mumbles

in her sleep.

As she tends to the fireplace, the protagonist reflects on how their household

is adapting to new circumstances. She dreams of future stability, envisioning

a pony and cart to facilitate errands. Meanwhile, the morning coffee ritual

represents a moment of individual peace, a rare solace in a day filled with

responsibilities. Her brother Nathaniel's growing art career promises hope

for the future, mirroring the city’s resilience.
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Sitting outside, the protagonist greets the dawning day—a habit she has

developed to connect with the world before the hustle begins. The morning's

serenity contrasts sharply with the haunting memories of illness and loss.

Thoughts of friends and family members who succumbed linger, yet there's

an unspoken acknowledgment that life must progress despite past tragedies.

The Appendix offers historical context, confirming the reality and severity

of the 1793 yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, which claimed nearly

five thousand lives—10% of the city’s population. The outbreak prompted

an exodus, with many, including Congress and key figures like President

George Washington and Thomas Jefferson, fleeing the city. Only a brave

few, like Mayor Matthew Clarkson, remained to manage the crisis.

The epidemic also sparked medical debates, showcasing the primitive state

of medical science in the 1700s. Dr. Benjamin Rush, a renowned doctor, and

his methods of purging and bloodletting contrasted with the gentler, more

effective treatments advocated by French doctors like Dr. Jean Deveze,

which relied on rest, fresh air, and hydration—principles that align with

modern treatment approaches.

Together, the Epilogue and Appendix not only wrap up the personal

narrative with the sense of recovery and resilience but also provide a broader

historical perspective on a pivotal moment in American history.
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