
Folk Devils And Moral Panics PDF
(Limited Copy)

Stanley Cohen

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Folk Devils And Moral Panics Summary
Understanding societal reactions to deviance and youth culture.

Written by Books1

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


About the book

In "Folk Devils and Moral Panics," sociologist Stanley Cohen delves deep

into the societal phenomenon of moral panics, revealing how certain groups

are often demonized and labeled as "folk devils" in the wake of cultural

anxieties. Through meticulous analysis of the reaction to youth subcultures

in 1960s Britain, Cohen illustrates how media amplification, societal fears,

and the complex dynamics of power conspire to create exaggerated

responses to perceived threats. By examining this cycle of outrage and

scapegoating, Cohen challenges readers to question the narratives that shape

public perception and to recognize the fine line between reality and

constructed social fears. This foundational text not only sheds light on the

historical context of moral panics but also equips readers with a critical

framework to understand contemporary issues, making it an essential read

for anyone interested in the interplay between culture, media, and social

control.
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About the author

Stanley Cohen was a British sociologist and criminologist renowned for his

pioneering work in the study of social deviance, moral panics, and the

societal reaction to crime. Born in 1942, Cohen became a prominent

academic figure, particularly through his influential book "Folk Devils and

Moral Panics," published in 1972, which examined the phenomenon of

societal reactions to youth cultures and media portrayals of crime. His

theoretical frameworks and analytical insights have profoundly shaped the

fields of sociology and criminology, emphasizing the way in which societal

fears and anxieties can be amplified by media narratives, leading to the

stigmatization of certain groups as 'folk devils.' Cohen’s work continues to

resonate in contemporary discussions about crime, media representation, and

the mechanics of social control.
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chapter 1 Summary: Deviance and Moral Panics

In examining societal moral panics, the author proposes that societies

 experience recurring episodes where a particular condition, individual, or

group is perceived as a threat to prevailing values and interests. This

phenomenon often garners intense media attention, leading to exaggerated

representations and reactions by authorities and experts, ultimately resulting

in coping mechanisms ranging from social policy changes to a redefined

societal self-conception. The text highlights the emergence of youth cultures,

particularly in post-war Britain, as focal points of moral panic, associating

them with violence and deviance. Groups such as the Teddy Boys, Mods,

Rockers, and skinheads epitomize these "folk devils," serving as societal

markers for inappropriate behavior.

The author identifies the Mods and Rockers as archetypal figures of the

1960s; their rise and the associated panic symbolize larger societal anxieties

and changes over the past two decades. Unlike previous youth subcultures,

these groups quickly became public spectacles, framed through sensational

media portrayals, transforming from mere alternatives within youth culture

into labeled deviant identities. The decade's media, which includes iconic

events and figures like the Beatles and the Profumo affair, contribute to this

representation of social turmoil.

Departing from traditional sociological frameworks, the text emphasizes a
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transactional approach to deviance, positing that social groups create

deviance through rule-making and the application of labels. The author's

assertion draws from the work of sociologists like Howard Becker, who

emphasized that deviance is socially constructed rather than an intrinsic

quality of actions or individuals. This shift acknowledges the relative nature

of deviance and encourages a critical examination of why certain behaviors

are labeled as such, exploring the impact of societal reactions.

The critique of conventional understandings of deviance is backed by the

notion that societal reactions—often amplified by media portrayals—can

create more deviance rather than mitigate it. This amplifying effect is further

theorized through Wilkins's model, illustrating how the societal definition of

deviance can spiral into self-fulfilling cycles of further deviant behavior and

intensified societal control.

The upcoming case study of the Mods and Rockers will provide a lens

through which to analyze the societal reactions and moral panic surrounding

these groups. Drawing parallels to disaster research, the author suspects that

societal responses can mirror those seen in emergencies, leading to a

structured analysis of the public's perceptions and reactions to perceived

threats.

In outlining the book's structure, the author will initially focus on the

societal reaction to the Mods and Rockers phenomenon, dissecting how this
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reaction is shaped through media narratives, organized social control, and

public discourse. The narrative will highlight the ways in which these youth

groups are interpreted and conceptualized through societal lenses,

prioritizing the societal response over the behavioral aspects of the groups

themselves. In doing so, the author acknowledges the complexity of the

interactions between deviance and societal labels while striving to offer a

comprehensive view of moral panics in contemporary contexts. This method

will reveal insights into how societal fears, shaped by media constructions,

lay the groundwork for moral panic and the legacy of folk devils. 

Moving forward, the book will be divided into three parts: the first will

delve into the societal reactions to the Mods and Rockers, reflecting

particularly on the perspectives shaped by the mass media and social control

mechanisms. The second part will assess the effects of these societal

responses, while the third will explore the historical and structural contexts

that give rise to moral panics. By structuring the narrative this way, the

author aims to highlight the dynamics of societal reaction, allowing a more

nuanced understanding of the Mods and Rockers' identities as they unfold

through public consciousness, while not losing sight of their lived

complexities.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Societal reactions amplify perceptions of deviance.

Critical Interpretation: Understanding that societal reactions, often

fueled by media portrayals, can exacerbate the very behaviors they

seek to control, invites you to critically evaluate your own responses

to perceived threats in your life. Instead of jumping to conclusions or

perpetuating stereotypes, you can choose a more empathetic and

nuanced approach to understanding others, fostering dialogue rather

than division. This awareness empowers you to challenge moral

panics in your community, promoting a culture of understanding and

reducing the stigma tied to differences.
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chapter 2 Summary: The Inventory

In the chapters discussed, the author delves into the social phenomenon of

 the Mods and Rockers—a youth subculture in England during the 1960s

characterized by fashion and lifestyle differences and often violent

confrontations during seaside gatherings. The analysis prioritizes the

reactions of audiences, media representations, and the resultant social

context, rather than concentrating on the actors involved in the drama.

The essay highlights the setting where these subcultures operated,

particularly focusing on British coastal resorts like Clacton and Brighton.

Clacton, where the first significant incident occurred during Easter 1964,

became a focal point for the tension between the two groups, introduced as

initial reactions turned into chaos. Poor weather contributed to widespread

frustration among vacationers, which escalated into sporadic violence and

property damage, giving rise to the Mods and Rockers drama.

While sociologists often analyze deviance through broad theoretical

frameworks, the author argues for a more ideographic approach to capture

the unique atmosphere surrounding these events—drawing comparisons to

other historical incidents, such as the Aberfan disaster, where initial

confusion and emotional responses shaped public perception. This is

contrasted with the media's tendency to sensationalize events, turning them

into a narrative that fits broader societal fears.
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The chapter discusses the media's role in shaping public perception of the

Mods and Rockers, from the immediate aftermath of the Clacton violence,

where national newspapers crafted exaggerated headlines that created a

sense of moral panic. The notion of “moral panic,” derived from sociological

theories, illustrates how society reacts strongly to perceived deviance,

which, in this case, was framed through negative stereotypes associated with

youth culture.

With significant emphasis on media coverage, the author illustrates how

headlines and imagery constructed an image of the groups as delinquent and

violent, effectively branding them as “folk devils.” Reports portrayed

exaggerated levels of violence and vandalism, creating a narrative that

positioned Mods and Rockers as a significant threat to public safety. This

was further exacerbated by uniform reporting styles, where sensational

vocabulary and misleading representations—claiming mass violence and

chaos—became the norm in journalism, overshadowing the reality of events.

The inventory phase described in the text refers to the media's chronicling of

events, which, while supposedly reflecting reality, curates a narrative that

often holds biases and overgeneralizations. Predictions of future violence

became entrenched in public consciousness, shaping the societal response to

subsequent events. This predictive nature, combined with the stigma of

undesirable labels, formed a feedback loop that perpetuated misconceptions
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and fear surrounding these youthful subcultures.

Through the analysis, the author cautions against taking media

representations at face value, suggesting that societal attitudes towards

young people, particularly within groups like the Mods and Rockers, were

heavily influenced by the need to create compelling news narratives that

adhered to pre-existing societal tensions. These narratives solidified the

stereotype of youth delinquency, laying the groundwork for future moral

panics associated with emerging youth cultures.

In conclusion, the chapter articulates that the portrayal of the Mods and

Rockers phenomenon was molded by media dramatization, public sentiment,

and societal attitudes towards youth, revealing a cyclical process of labeling,

reaction, and stereotypical symbolization that continues to resonate in the

context of deviant youth cultures. The ensuing chapters will further explore

historical opinions and attitudes that inform the broader societal responses to

such perceived deviance.

Aspect Summary

Subculture
Description

The Mods and Rockers were a youth subculture in 1960s England,
identified by distinct fashion and lifestyle differences, often leading to
violent confrontations.

Setting British coastal resorts, especially Clacton and Brighton, where
significant incidents of violence occurred during gatherings.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Aspect Summary

Initial Incident
The first major clash occurred in Clacton during Easter 1964,
escalating from initial reactions to chaos amidst poor weather
conditions.

Analytical
Approach

The author advocates for an ideographic approach over broad
sociological theories, drawing comparisons to historical events that
shaped public perception.

Media
Representation

Media sensationalized events, framing them as moral panic and
portraying Mods and Rockers as delinquent and violent, effectively
branding them as "folk devils." 

Moral Panic
Public reaction to perceived deviance led to heightened fears and
societal responses, fueled by media narratives that emphasized
stereotypes of youth culture.

Sensational
Reporting

Uniform media reporting relied on sensational vocabulary,
exaggerating violence to reinforce public fears and shaping
perceptions of youth subcultures.

Inventory
Phase

The media's chronicling of events created biased narratives,
contributing to entrenched views and predictions of future violence
surrounding these groups.

Public
Perception

Media representations influenced societal attitudes towards groups
like the Mods and Rockers, promoting stereotypes of youth
delinquency.

Conclusion

The portrayal of the Mods and Rockers was shaped by media
dramatization and public sentiment, highlighting a cyclical process of
labeling and reaction, which continues in contemporary contexts of
youth deviance.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The impact of media representation on public perception

Critical Interpretation: Consider how the portrayal of youth

subcultures in media can shape societal attitudes towards young

people. The chapter reminds us that sensationalized narratives can

create a false understanding of reality, leading to moral panic and

unjust stereotypes. In your life, challenge assumptions and seek deeper

truths, recognizing that the stories we hear may not reflect the full

picture. By doing so, you can contribute to a more nuanced

understanding of people and their experiences, fostering empathy and

reducing societal divisions.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


chapter 3 Summary: Reaction:Opinion and Attitude
Themes

In this chapter, the intricate relationship between perception and attitude

 toward social objects is explored, particularly concerning societal reactions

to perceived deviance. The focus is on how initial perceptions and selection

of information transform into well-defined attitudes and opinions. This

transformation aligns with what sociologist Neil Smelser describes as

"generalized belief systems," which are cognitive frameworks shaped by

mass media and individual predispositions.

After an event that disrupts social norms, such as the 1966 shooting of three

policemen in London, public discourse often shifts from the event itself to

its broader implications. For instance, media responses transitioned from

detailing the incident to discussing systemic issues like crime control, capital

punishment, and societal violence. Such events can trigger moral panics,

where fear and exaggerated perceptions of societal threats emerge, as seen

during the public outcry following the Black Pool police shooting in 1971

and the assassination of President Kennedy.

The chapter discusses how mass media plays a crucial role in shaping public

opinion, often reducing ambiguity in the aftermath of crises. Instances of

mass delusions create collective efforts to assign meaning to chaotic

occurrences. Rumors and theories may arise to explain ambiguous situations,
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supporting the notion that deviants, such as the Mods and Rockers, are

linked to broader societal dilemmas. This response reflects a societal need to

make sense of disorder, as observed in the way certain youth groups were

labeled as "folk devils," embodying societal anxieties.

Attitudes toward the Mods and Rockers can be classified into three primary

categories—Orientation, Images, and Causation. The orientation often

frames their behavior as a societal disaster, likening it to natural catastrophes

that threaten established norms and values. The narrative constructed around

these youth groups frequently uses exaggerated language, depicting them as

dangerous and irresponsible. Such characterization not only incites fear but

also reinforces a binary perception of youth, where deviations from the norm

are seen as detrimental.

Key sub-themes arise, such as the notion that youth malaise reflects broader

societal issues. Some commentators view hooliganism as indicative of

cultural decay, suggesting that phenomena like the Mods and Rockers

symbolize a deeper societal malaise exacerbated by declining moral

standards and the influence of the welfare state. Alternatively, some

narratives imply that the culpability rests with the youth themselves, who are

perceived as indulging in hedonism without appreciating the opportunities

afforded to them.

Public responses to the Mods and Rockers phenomenon reveal discrepancies
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between mass media portrayals and actual public perceptions. Many

perceive the media coverage as exaggerated—and, while the media

emphasizes a narrative of chaos and diverts attention to newly emerging

deviants, the public often registers a more nuanced understanding of the

youth involved.

The chapter highlights the significance of societal contexts in interpreting

youth behavior. Differences in reactions are influenced by age, social class,

gender, and political affiliations. For instance, older groups tended to view

the situation as more threatening overall, whereas younger respondents often

pointed to the role of media sensationalism. Local residents typically had a

more realistic perspective on the events, while broader public narratives

remained sensational.

Ultimately, the chapter illustrates the profound effects of societal labeling

processes and media representations in society’s response to deviance. The

crises engendered by the Mods and Rockers episode serve not only to

exemplify shifts in public opinion but also underscore the complex interplay

between mass media, individual perceptions, and societal values in

understanding and managing deviance. The following chapters will delve

deeper into how societal reactions translate into control measures and

policies shaped by these perceptions.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformation of perception into generalized belief

systems

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through life with an

awareness of how initial perceptions shape societal opinions around

you. When an event stirs emotions within your community, consider

how quickly narratives form, often influenced by media portrayals.

You have the power to challenge these generalized belief systems by

seeking deeper understanding and rejecting oversimplified labels.

Embrace a mindset that questions sensationalism and values nuanced

perspectives, particularly when judging the behavior of others. By

doing so, you contribute to a more compassionate society, helping to

mitigate moral panics that arise from fear and misunderstanding.
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chapter 4: Reaction:The Rescueand Remedy Phases

This chapter explores the societal reactions to the Mods and Rockers

 phenomenon, emphasizing not just perceptions of these youth groups but

the actions taken in response to them. The central thesis revolves around

how organized systems of social control reacted to the perceived deviance,

thereby helping to shape and perpetuate the images of these so-called "folk

devils."

The chapter breaks down the response into three main categories: Sensitizati

on, Societal Control Culture, and Exploitation. 

1. Sensitization: The initial reports of deviant behavior from the Mods

 and Rockers ignited a wave of public awareness that transformed previously

neutral actions into perceived threats. This process of sensitization led to a

heightened vigilance regarding youth behavior, where minor incidents were

increasingly classified under the Mods and Rockers narrative. As media

coverage intensified, even mundane behaviors began to be interpreted

through the lens of hooliganism, mirroring patterns observed during mass

hysteria. Examples are provided, such as the police's increased reactions

after the Margate riots, illustrating how minor disturbances were treated with

escalating seriousness, ultimately culminating in the police adopting more

aggressive and proactive measures.
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2. Societal Control Culture: The organized reactions of formal control

 agents, most notably the police and the courts, played a crucial role in the

shaping of public perceptions around Mods and Rockers. As pressure

mounted from the public, these authorities began to implement more severe

measures against perceived deviance, often responding with excessive force

or arbitrary arrests. This escalation was not purely reactive; it also involved

an innovative adaptation of strategies to manage and control youth behavior.

The police created elaborate plans for maintaining order during Bank

Holidays and would often patrol seaside towns with increased strength,

anxiously quelling any signs of trouble. This systematic and theatrical

response fed back into the narratives around youth deviance, further

solidifying the folk devil image.

3. Exploitation: The final segment highlights how the narrative of the

 Mods and Rockers was exploited for various ends, both commercial and

ideological. The media’s portrayal not only dramatized the youth conflict but

also monetized it, with businesses capitalizing on the burgeoning youth

culture. Special boutiques and venues catering to either group emerged,

reinforcing divisions and maintaining the profitability of the portrayal.

Simultaneously, political and social figures utilized the imagery of the Mods

and Rockers to advocate for stricter laws and heightened social controls,

presenting the groups as exemplars of societal decay. 
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Ultimately, the chapter illustrates the dynamic between deviance and

societal reaction, emphasizing how each reinforces the other. As control

efforts escalated, they not only responded to but effectively amplified the

deviance they aimed to combat, shaping a cultural landscape rife with

stereotypes and moral panic around youth identities. The chapter concludes

by indicating that the unintended consequence of these reactions was an

increase in the very deviance they sought to suppress, setting the stage for

further explorations in the following chapters.
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chapter 5 Summary: On the Beaches:TheWarning and
the Impact

This chapter revisits the concept of the "impact phase" regarding societal

 reactions to the Mods and Rockers disturbances in England during the

1960s. It highlights the importance of analyzing the interactions between the

audiences and the actors involved in these events, using a dramaturgical

analogy to showcase how individuals on the beaches became part of a stage

set for their societal dramas. 

### Setting the Stage: The Warning Phase

The chapter begins by exploring the "warning phase," noting that response

to disaster warnings is crucial in determining the outcomes of events.

Researchers have studied psychological responses to threats, focusing on

how fear and anxiety can distort perceptions. In the case of the Mods and

Rockers, there was widespread belief in the warnings and threats, fueled

largely by previous events, particularly a minor riot in Clacton. The media's

circulation of these threats deepened public sensitization, leading to

heightened expectations of turmoil during subsequent gatherings. 

The warning systems evolved, becoming more formalized and complicated,

particularly in response to Clacton's unrest. Reports about police

preparations and speculative warnings of future disturbances provoked

tension and anticipation across seaside resorts like Brighton and Margate.
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The locals, uncertain of their futures, were encouraged to report any signs of

impending chaos, which ironically could generate the very deviance they

sought to avoid.

### The Crowd Scenes: Chaos and Expectancy

During the "impact phase," the chapter paints a picture of the chaotic yet

expectant atmosphere present on the beaches. Rather than defined groups or

structured gangs, the young individuals formed a collection of interlocking

crowds marked by a sense of aimlessness and a desire for entertainment. The

cultural backdrop of the 1960s heavily influenced these events, as youthful

escapism from societal norms spurred collective participation in this chaotic

dance. 

While the primary objective for many in attendance was simply to enjoy

themselves, a number of seemingly trivial interactions—such as playful

teasing or minor provocations—could spark significant disturbances. These

incidents were often heightened by an atmosphere of expectancy, as

participants became sensitized to the actions and reactions of others around

them.

### The Role of Spectators 

The chapter discusses the influence of adult spectators who observed the

unfolding drama from a distance, contributing to an arena-like atmosphere.

Their presence, while often passive, inadvertently encouraged deviant
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behavior as crowds sought approval and excitement. This spectator

phenomenon mimicked elements of popular morality plays, contrasting the

supposed "good" represented by police against the unruly "evil" of youth.

The performance was underlined by the presence of mass media, which

further fueled the narrative and provided symbolic content for the behaviors

displayed.

### The Impact of Mass Media

Finally, media coverage played a significant role in shaping perceptions and

actions during the disturbances. While it did not necessarily generate the

initial idea of attending these events, it reinforced existing fears and rumors.

The media's sensationalism shaped crowd dynamics, creating a cycle of

expectation and rumor that magnified the risks associated with Mods and

Rockers encounters. Participants were not merely passive consumers of

media; they became active players in a public spectacle involving

role-playing influenced by pre-existing stereotypes of defiance.

### Conclusion

The societal reaction to the Mods and Rockers disturbances can be

understood through the lens of several interconnected factors: the warning

system, the crowd dynamics influenced by participant expectations, the

audience's role in perpetuating deviance, and the media's power to amplify

narratives. Ultimately, the repetitive cycle of expectation and response

solidified an identity for both the Mods and Rockers, embroiling them
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further into societal conflict and contributing to the moral panic that

characterized this historic chapter in youth culture. 

This look back at the events allows for a deeper understanding of the

processes that led to their evolution, providing insights into how youthful

subcultures and societal structures interrelate in a turbulent social landscape.
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chapter 6 Summary: Contexts andBackgrounds:Youth in
the Sixties

In the concluding chapter of this analysis, the author seeks to understand the

 societal responses to the Mods and Rockers, youth subcultures that emerged

in 1960s Britain. Rather than merely exploring why these behaviors were

deemed deviant, the focus here is on the intensity and specific form of the

reactions these groups incited in a historical and cultural context marked by

affluence and shifts in youth relations. 

The Mods, characterized by their sharp fashion and cool demeanor, and the

Rockers, associated with leather jackets and motorcycle culture, became

symbolic of generational tensions. The author notes an overarching culture

of moral panic, which emerged when societal values appeared under threat,

leading to exaggerated fears about youth behavior. This moral panic was

fueled by the mass media's portrayal of the incidents as without precedent in

English history, thus amplifying their deviant identities.

In discussing the background of this phenomenon, the author delves into the

post-war economic landscape, highlighting how the emergence of affluence

created a demographic of economically empowered teenagers with less

social responsibility and more autonomy. The media's portrayal of a

classless youth culture, manifesting in satisfyingly consumable terms, played

a significant role in shaping public perceptions of youth. Initially, groups
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like the Teddy Boys laid the groundwork for subsequent youth movements,

blending styles and deviant cultural expressions into their identities.

The emergence of the Mods and Rockers was not merely a reaction against

older generations but a complex interplay of youthful discontent and societal

expectations. The author critiques existing sociological models, such as

deviation amplification, for failing to sufficiently explain why public

reactions took on a specific intensity. This concern prompts an exploration

of the societal construction of these youths as "folk devils," responding not

just to their actions, but to what they represented— new forms of identity

and expressions of freedom that challenged traditional norms.

The chapter emphasizes the importance of understanding how fashion and

style played into the societal reaction against the Mods and Rockers. The

bright colors and youth-centric imagery that accompanied their lifestyles

stirred anxieties about a permissive society unraveling conventional morals.

As the youth culture expanded, behaviors that might have been previously

dismissed became points of intense scrutiny and condemnation.

The societal response was not merely punitive but also reflected deeper

anxieties regarding class, change, and the perceived erosion of acceptable

standards. This involved a reactionary narrative that framed the Mods and

Rockers as threats to social order—a narrative shaped by middle-class

perspectives and the desire to reassert boundaries amid rising youth
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autonomy.

In closing, the argument posits that ultimately, the era of the Mods and

Rockers was unsustainable, leading to a societal disengagement as public

interest shifted elsewhere. The phenomenon underscores a cycle of

amplification followed by the inevitable decline—suggesting a broader

commentary on the futility and repetitiveness of moral panics in addressing

youth deviance and the complexities of societal change. The author warns

that new folk devils will continue to arise as society grapples with

generational tensions and the cultural products born of them, reflecting

ongoing conflicts between existing societal structures and youthful

expressions of identity.
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