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About the book

In "God's Generals," Roberts Liardon brilliantly transports readers through

the corridors of history to meet a cavalcade of charismatic leaders whose

potent faith sparked revivals and reshaped the spiritual landscape of their

time. An engaging tribute to the past, this book unveils the triumphs, trials,

and transformational experiences of spiritual powerhouses such as Smith

Wigglesworth, Aimee Semple McPherson, and Kathryn Kuhlman. With raw

honesty and captivating detail, Liardon brings to life the remarkable

journeys of these trailblazers, whose fervor and dedication serve as

compelling lessons for believers today. Dive into this illuminating account

to witness unwavering devotion, miraculous manifestations, and the

indomitable human spirit, discovering not only the history but also the

timeless inspiration that beckons the modern reader to harness their own

spiritual potential.
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About the author

Roberts Liardon is a distinguished spiritual leader, renowned author, and

avid church historian, celebrated for his profound contributions to Christian

literature and ministry. Born in 1966, Liardon embarked on his ministerial

journey at a remarkably young age, captivating audiences with his dynamic

sermons and exceptional storytelling prowess. Over the years, he has adeptly

combined his passion for history with his deep-rooted faith, amassing a

wealth of knowledge on the lives of prominent Christian leaders. Liardon

gained international acclaim through his seminal work, "God's Generals,"

which intricately documents the lives of carefully selected faith pioneers,

elucidating their spiritual journeys and extraordinary exploits. Beyond his

literary endeavors, he is esteemed for his enlightening teachings and

dedication to unearthing historical wisdom, aiming to inspire generations of

believers worldwide to pursue lives of faith, resilience, and purpose.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Evan Roberts

Summary: Evan Roberts and the Welsh Revival

Coal-Covered Truth

The story of Evan Roberts, the young Welsh revivalist, is one marked by

fervent spirituality and untapped potential, which ended prematurely due to

inexperience and undue influences. Born in 1878 to a religious family,

Evan's early life in the coal mines of southern Wales was steeped in

Scripture. His devotion to God was evident even as a young boy,

memorizing Bible verses and sharing these profound insights with his fellow

miners. This steadfast dedication to the Word laid the foundation for what

would become the Welsh Revival.

"What Would Jesus Do?"

Evan Roberts was profoundly different from his peers. Rather than indulging

in typical youthful pursuits, he committed himself to the church and spiritual

study. At thirteen, a simple pulpit phrase—“What would Jesus

do?”—propelled him to further dedicate his life to Christ. His zeal extended
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beyond just reading scripture; he became proficient in various musical

instruments and excelled in business apprenticeships. Evan's commitment to

spiritual discussions and his eventual leadership of a young men's debate

group at church showcased his magnetic rapport with others, even as he

faced personal and communal challenges.

"I Am Burning and Waiting for a Sign"

During a time when many adults saw church as a moral duty rather than a

spiritual experience, Evan thrived on prayer and intercession. This intense

spirituality led to criticism and diagnoses of "religious mania," but Evan

remained undeterred. Accepting the call to ministry, he fostered surprising

spiritual authority in his sermons, driven by his belief in the power of the

Spirit. His fervent aspiration for revival was emblazoned in his prediction

that a great awakening was imminent for Wales—a vision that would later

unfold dramatically.

"Bend Us! Bend Us!"

In 1904, Evan faced internal conflict between societal expectations and

divine calling. Despite experiencing deep spiritual despondency, a turning

point arrived when he encountered evangelist Seth Joshua, whose prayer
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"Bend us" ignited an overpowering spiritual awakening within Evan. Yet,

Evan's misunderstanding of the Holy Spirit's gentleness brought about

immense personal pressure. Despite his passion for God's moving, Evan's

emotional intensity sometimes resulted in confusion and isolation.

An Arm Outstretched from the Moon

A vision of an arm stretching down from the moon was a confirmation to

Evan's prayers for his nation's revival. This vision propelled Evan to

dedicate himself fully to ministry, driven by the notion that one must work

closely with the Holy Spirit for effective power. His unique approach and

dedicated intercessory group laid the groundwork for what would become

the Welsh Revival—a sweeping spiritual movement that transformed

communities and drew extensive national and international attention.

The Lost Keys

His revival meetings, free of typical church structures and ceremonies,

attracted thousands, transcending denominational, racial, and gender

barriers. Evan's focus on humility and obedience shook the nation. The

central themes of repentance and complete obedience to the Spirit were

hallmarks of his ministry, catalyzing societal changes, such as decreased
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alcohol consumption and greater social harmony.

God Has Made Me Strong and Manly

�E�v�a�n�'�s� �u�n�o�r�t�h�o�d�o�x� �s�e�r�v�i�c�e�s�,� �m�a�r�k�e�d� �b�y� �s�p�o�n�t ��a�n�e�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �i�n�t�e�n�s�e� �s�p�i�r�i�t�u�a�l

manifestations, drew both awe and criticism. While some praised his

humility, others questioned the revival's disorderliness. Evan's refusal to

accept a leadership role or public recognition underscored his desire for the

Spirit to lead. Yet, the intensity of the revival took a toll on Evan's health,

leading to great physical and emotional strain.

Confusion and Collapse

By 1905, Evan faced intense scrutiny and the internal struggle of discerning

divine from personal voices. His emotional and physical health deteriorated

amidst rising criticisms. Overwhelmed, Evan entered periods of seclusion,

demonstrating the taxing cost of being a revival leader without proper

support.

Enter Jezebel
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Evan's journey took a detrimental turn when he fell under the influence of

Jessie Penn-Lewis, who exploited his weakened state to advance her own

theological stance, isolating him further. Her influence culminated in Evan's

ultimate withdrawal from public ministry, believing his previous

supernatural experiences were deceptive.

Pulpit Ministry? Never Again

Despite attempts by friends to restore him, Evan remained largely

disengaged from public ministry, persuaded by Penn-Lewis and medical

advice to refrain from preaching. His once-profound revival influence was

eclipsed by self-imposed isolation and internal struggles. Over time, Evan's

inspiration channeled primarily into prayer and intercession, severing

previous public ties.

Return to Wales

Evan eventually returned to Wales after Mrs. Penn-Lewis' death. Though he

rekindled brief spiritual interest and participated in occasional services, he

never regained his former revivalist role. Evan spent his later years quietly

removed from public life, pondering his spiritual journey.
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Legacy

Evan Roberts’ impact on spiritual revival remains significant but tempered

by the personal and external struggles he encountered. His lessons include

the critical need for balance—spiritually, emotionally, physically—when

carrying the weight of revival leadership. Despite being partially obscured

by trials, Evan's legacy inspires a continuing hunger for genuine spiritual

awakening around the world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace fervent dedication and humility

Critical Interpretation: Dive deep into Evan Roberts' story and witness

how unwavering commitment and genuine humility can spark

monumental change. Evan's devotion didn't seek attention or

accolades; it yearned for an authentic connection with God and

transformation of a nation. By taking a leaf from his life, you can

harness the power of humility and dedication to effect real, lasting

change—whether in personal growth or inspiring those around you.

While facing challenges, stay true to your spiritual calling, remain

grounded in humility, and allow untapped potential within to blossom,

igniting a revival of purpose and faith in your life.
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