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About the book

In Sheri S. Tepper's thought-provoking novel "Grass," readers are thrust into

a vividly imagined world where the survival of humanity is entwined with

the fate of a mysterious, inhospitable planet, inhabited by a unique species of

sentient grass that holds deep ecological secrets. As political intrigue and

ethical dilemmas unfold, the narrative explores themes of environmentalism,

the consequences of human actions, and the complexities of coexistence

with nature. Tepper invites us to question our own relationship with the

planet and each other, all while delivering a gripping tale filled with rich

characters and unexpected twists. Dive into this hauntingly beautiful story

that challenges our perceptions and leaves us pondering the true meaning of

life on Earth.
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About the author

Sheri S. Tepper was an accomplished American author known for her

thought-provoking science fiction and fantasy novels that often explored

themes of ecology, feminism, and social justice. Born on July 16, 1929, in

Colorado, Tepper's works are characterized by their rich world-building and

complex characters, reflecting her deep engagement with societal issues and

environmental concerns. Her talent for weaving intricate plots with

philosophical underpinnings has earned her a dedicated readership and

critical acclaim, making her one of the significant voices in contemporary

speculative fiction. Tepper's works, including her standout novel "Grass,"

challenge readers to reflect on the human condition and our relationship with

nature, ensuring her legacy endures in the literary landscape.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

### Chapter 1: The Grasslands

The chapter opens with a vivid and enchanting description of an expansive

landscape defined primarily by its grass—a seemingly endless expanse of

vibrant greenery that swells and ripples like ocean waves under the sun. The

author paints a stunning tableau of the prairie, filled with a variety of grasses

that create unique and diverse geographical forms. High grass plumes tower

like ancient pillars, while soft moss-like turf invites weary souls to rest and

dream. This lush environment serves as both a serene backdrop and a

metaphor for life, where common folk gather for solace, unlike the

aristocrats who seclude themselves in well-tended gardens.

As the narrative unfolds, the grass is depicted not just as flora but as a

character in itself—an omnipresent force that threatens the small, walled

villages with its ever-encroaching embrace. Each village is portrayed as a

fortress, with sturdy homes and crops flourishing in the safety of walls while

the grass looms beyond, hungry and ready to reclaim its territory.

Interspersed throughout the fields and meadows are the occasional

conversations between a grandmother and her grandchild, introducing a

sense of nostalgia and continuity, as the grandmother explains the origins of

various plants and the concept of "long ago."
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Among the aristocratic estates scattered across the grasslands, we are

introduced to the bon Damfels and bon Maukerden families, whose homes,

grand yet surrounded by the wild, reflect their status. These are not merely

settlements; they are hunting lodges set against the untamed backdrop,

where the thrill of the hunt fuels a dynamic relationship between man and

nature.

As the chapter progresses, we encounter the ranks of hunters led by hounds

eagerly searching for their quarry, foreshadowing the inevitable pursuit of a

singular character: the fox. This elusive creature epitomizes cunning and

survival, fully aware of the hunters’ approach.

At the center of this vibrant tapestry is Diamante bon Damfels, the young

daughter of the leading family, nervously participating in her first hunt. As

she rides alongside the seasoned hunters in her polished attire, her internal

tension heightens the stakes of the hunt. Her character symbolizes youth,

innocence, and the pressure to conform to familial expectations in a world

dominated by ritual and tradition. 

The chapter sets the stage for an unfolding tale of adventure, the

complexities of social class, and the interplay of nature and human existence

against the backdrop of a stunning, yet ominous, grassland. Through

intricate descriptions and character introductions, the reader is invited to
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reflect on the beauty and peril inherent in this lush landscape.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In this chapter, the bon Damfels family prepares for their much-anticipated

 autumn hunt at their famed estancia, Klive. The bon Damfels take pride in

their tradition of hunting during spring and fall, believing that they have a

special bond with the weather that favors their gatherings. Stavenger bon

Damfels, the aristocratic Master of the Hunt, is particularly dismissive of

any outside opinions on hunting customs, insisting that the ways of the

Grassian elite are superior.

As the hunters gather, the chapter introduces key characters: the master's

three daughters—Emeraude, Amethyste (Amy), and the youngest,

Dimity—who are both eager and apprehensive about their roles in the hunt.

While Emeraude and Amy display confidence as seasoned riders, Dimity

feels torn and anxious about meeting the expectations placed upon her. She

longs for the comforts of home, feeling out of place among her more

experienced siblings and grappling with the pressure to prove herself.

The hunt begins with an elaborate display as the hounds, trained to work

with the riders, are released. Dimity struggles with her mounting discomfort,

haunted by a growing fear of inadequacy that goes unnoticed by most of her

family. Her brother Sylvan tries to console her, but the pressure amplifies

her anxiety. As the hounds set out, Dimity finds herself struggling to keep

pace with her more experienced family members. The sense of dread she
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feels grows as the hunt progresses, making her acutely aware of the harsh

reality of the sport.

The narrative shifts back to Rowena, the matriarch, who watches anxiously

from the balcony. She reflects on the struggles of motherhood and the

pressures she faces within the aristocratic structure, contrasting her

experiences with Dimity's current challenges. Rowena's apprehensions about

the hunt also scratch at underlying tensions with her husband, Stavenger.

As the hunt unfolds, the adrenaline of the chase takes over, leading to a

primal climax where the pack successfully corners a fox. The moment

becomes a profound experience for Dimity, triggering an unsettling mix of

exhilaration and horror. She senses a shift within herself, caught between the

thrill of the hunt and the ethical implications of their actions. This internal

conflict leads to a poignant moment of realization about her role in the

family and the expectations tied to hunting.

Upon their return, the weariness of the riders after a long hunt weigh

heavily. Dimity, feeling the physical toll of her exertion and her emotional

turmoil, struggles to recount her experiences to Rowena in the aftermath.

The chapter closes with a focus on the psychological stakes of the hunt,

especially for Dimity, as she navigates a world steeped in tradition,

expectation, and the fraught relationship between the hunter and the hunted.

Ultimately, the hunt becomes not just a physical activity but also a crucible
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for the characters, revealing their most profound fears and desires while

setting the stage for further exploration of their inner lives as they deal with

the day-to-day realities of their aristocratic existence.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle between tradition and personal identity

Critical Interpretation: As you ponder Dimity's feelings of anxiety and

inadequacy during the hunt, consider how her internal conflict mirrors

the pressures we all face in life. Just as Dimity wrestles with her

family's expectations while yearning for her own comfort and

authenticity, you too may find yourself navigating the juxtaposition of

societal norms and your genuine self. This chapter invites you to

reflect on your own traditions and the ways they shape your sense of

belonging, encouraging you to carve a path that honors both your

heritage and your individuality. Embrace the courage to challenge

expectations, cultivating a balance that respects your identity while

acknowledging your roots.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Chapter 3 Summary

In the impoverished streets of St. Magdalen’s, Marjorie Westriding Yrarier

wades through mud to visit the hovel of Bellalou Benice, a mother of two

illegitimate children, one of whom—Lily Anne—remains with her. The

family is marked by social stigma in a dystopian society where the legal and

moral frameworks harshly delimit existence for the marginalized. Both

Bellalou and Lily bear physical and emotional scars indicative of their dire

circumstances, compounded by a bureaucracy that is indifferent to their

suffering.

Marjorie's purpose is rooted in her belief that every life has value despite the

systemic repression they face. However, her optimism is challenged as she

grapples with dark revelations about her compassion efforts and the grim

fate awaiting deportees to the penal world of Repentance. Lily’s disdain and

rebelliousness reflect her hopelessness, feeding into a conversation about

abortion, freedom, and the stark realities of being identified as "illegal."

Marjorie tries to help but is caught in a web of laws that make any form of

care difficult or dangerous.

Throughout her visitations, her internal conflict intensifies—wanting to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


make a difference while feeling ineffective and burdened with societal

expectations. With each encounter, Marjorie’s frustrations with the

privileged Board of Governors who fund her charitable endeavors grow,

particularly as they remain detached from the reality she witnesses.

As Marjorie returns home, her mind is clouded with weariness and doubt.

She confronts her own motivations for engaging in this charitable work,

reflecting on her past desires for achievement and significance that remain

unfulfilled. While she struggles between her ideals and the adverse outcomes

of her efforts, her husband Rigo's disdain for her philanthropic role seeps

into their domestic relationship, leaving her even more isolated.

The narrative then shifts to Rillibee Chime, a young acolyte of Sanctity,

living a life dedicated to an oppressive institution that paradoxically seeks to

promote unity and immortality through bureaucratic means. Rillibee is

trapped within the glimmering confines of Sanctity’s towers, feeling lost

among the countless nameless souls whose eternal lives are reduced to mere

records. His recollections of a prior life before Sanctity stain his days with

nostalgia, frustration, and a sense of impending doom.

As the story unfolds, Rigo Yrarier's visit to the Sanctity complex reveals the

complex and grim dynamics of power and control embedded in societal

structures. Under pressure from his uncle Carlos, the Hierarch of Sanctity

and a figure steeped in controversy, Rigo learns about a potential plague. It
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serves as an ominous backdrop to the systemic disregard for life beyond the

Sanctified. The machinations within Sanctity pose questions about morality

and the implications of salvation, be it individual or collective, while a

conspiracy looms regarding the future of humanity amidst mass suffering.

In summary, this chapter intricately weaves the lives of Marjorie, Lily,

Rillibee, and Rigo, deliberately contrasting their individual struggles against

an overarching societal framework that stifles compassion and prioritizes

control. The narrative raises profound questions about the nature of

existence, the meaning of mercy, and the often harsh realities faced by those

on the fringes of society.

Character Key Themes Plot Points

Marjorie
Westriding
Yrarier

Value of life,
systemic
repression, internal
conflict

Visits Bellalou; grapples with the futility of charity
and societal expectations; reflects on personal
motives for her work

Bellalou
Benice

Social stigma,
despair,
motherhood

The plight of a marginalized single mother with
societal and bureaucratic obstacles

Lily Anne Rebellion,
hopelessness

Displays disdain towards her circumstances;
highlights the conversation around abortion and
being 
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Chapter 4: 4

In Chapter 4, Marjorie Westriding Yrarier finds herself in a desolate winter

 landscape of Grass, a distant planet that starkly contrasts with her home,

Terra. Accompanied by her host, Obermun Jerril bon Haunser, she navigates

the frustrations of diplomatic entry into a culture that feels alien and

unwelcoming. Obermun, a member of the aristocratic Grassian elite, tries to

charm Marjorie with tales of the seasons, emphasizing the world's peculiar

flora, such as the dazzling Cloak of Kings grass. Marjorie's familiarity with

Grass's geography and culture is limited, leading to a palpable sense of

longing for her Terran home, where life is vibrant and normal.

The atmosphere within the embassy—the empty, stark rooms of the

estancia—reflects the emotional detachment and discomfort Marjorie feels.

Despite her attempts to connect with Obermun, she realizes that he is more

concerned with protocol than personal relationships, showcasing the distance

between their worlds. Obermun's discomfort about the transportation of the

Yrarier's horses hints at a larger disconnect; he suggests unsuitable

accommodations for their mounts, revealing that the cultural practices on

Grass differ significantly from those of Terra.

Marjorie's concern for the well-being of her horses underscores her

protective nature, as she expresses disappointment over their delayed revival

from coldsleep. Tensions flare between her maternal instincts and the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


diplomatic realities of her new life. She strives to maintain decorum while

advocating for her horses, which symbolizes a deeper yearning for

acknowledgment and integration into Grassian society.

The chapter is interspersed with discussions of Grassian culture, including

their complex familial titles and distinctions. Marjorie learns about the

differences in social structure, highlighting how the bon families hold a

unique status that transcends standard hierarchies. The implications of titles

and familial ties unsettle her understanding of her own role as an

ambassador's wife, as she grapples with her identity in a foreign land.

Meanwhile, Roderigo Yrarier, Marjorie's husband, confronts the challenges

of their new diplomatic mission with tension in his eyes. The lack of

communication about their official status or their children's place in Grassian

society weighs heavily on both of them. Despite their shared frustrations, the

couple remains committed to making the most of their situation.

As they adjust to their surroundings, the family's connections to their horses

become a focal point, symbolizing the blend of their Terran heritage with the

stark realities of Grass. The ongoing search for suitable accommodations for

the horses leads to a larger contemplation of how they will adapt, survive,

and find a sense of belonging.

The chapter culminates in a poignant moment when Marjorie feels the
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strange and unsettling presence of unknown creatures in the distance,

mirroring her own sense of alienation and apprehension regarding their new

life on Grass. The arrival of their horses, along with further developments in

the landscape and social environment, foreshadows the deeper challenges the

Yrarier family must confront as they navigate their place within Grass's

intricate social fabric. 

Overall, Chapter 4 captures the intricate web of cultural misunderstandings

and personal struggles faced by the Yrarier family as they embark on their

new diplomatic journey, highlighting themes of identity, belonging, and the

quest for connection in an unfamiliar world.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

### Chapter 5 Summary

On the morning of the Hunt, the Yrariers experience an array of unspoken

anxieties. Marjorie, restless from a sleepless night, attends an early mass to

calm her nerves before her family gathers for breakfast. She senses tension

in the air, particularly from Stella, who resents having to participate in the

day’s events despite her mother’s reminder of their pact not to question the

Hunt. In preparation, Marjorie acknowledges that she is feeling

uncharacteristically loose in her clothing despite her ravenous appetite.

When the ornate aircar arrives, filled with excessive decoration, the family

embarks, guided by Obermun bon Haunser. As they fly over Grass, he points

out various landmarks, explaining the peculiar ecology of their planet,

including the distinct lack of roads except in Commoner Town, which he

regards with disdain. Discussions touch on the economic exchanges between

the aristocracy and the commoners, revealing Grass's unique offerings, such

as various grass products, that differ greatly from terrestrial agriculture.

As they journey, Obermun mentions the Arbai ruins, stirring curiosity in

Marjorie about the history of both the planet and its people. As they

approach Klive, home of the bon Damfels, Marjorie learns that the Hunt will
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proceed regardless of the mourning customs that the bon Damfels are

ostensibly upholding.

Upon their arrival, they are greeted by the mourning family, dressed in

black, yet a stark emotional disconnect prevails, as both the bon Damfels

and the Yrariers struggle to connect. The Yrariers, especially Stella, attempt

to bridge this gap through humor and flirtation but find their efforts largely

unreciprocated. As preparations for the Hunt commence, Rowena invites

them to watch from the balcony as the hunters arrive, and the atmosphere

thickens with tension.

The moment the hounds enter, Marjorie's feelings of dread deepen when she

sees creatures that defy the familiar image of hounds — they are enormous,

muscular beasts, instilling both awe and fear. Rowena’s subtle expression of

rage only heightens Marjorie's apprehension. Meanwhile, the arrival of

monstrous, horse-sized creatures, the Hippae, sends the family into a near

panic. These exotic mounts bear intimidating features, and the realization of

what riding them entails becomes a source of deep trepidation for Marjorie

and her children.

As the family witnesses the Hunt from above, the scene painfully contrasts

their expectations of horsemanship with the harsh realities of the barbaric

and brutal practices of the Grassian aristocracy. Rigo reflects on the

implications of riding such beasts and realizes the ambivalence of their
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mission on Grass; they are being treated as mere tourists, and he grapples

with his resentment toward those who sent them on this journey.

When they return to Klive, the household is filled with noise and warmth,

yet an underlying discomfort remains. Eric bon Haunser attempts to engage

Marjorie and her family, sharing insights about the rituals, but each

conversation seems to highlight a wall between their cultures. A young bon

Damfels, Sylvan, approaches them and, rattled and cautious, warns them

against riding, suggesting it is not worth the risk, indicating a shared concern

among the younger generation about the Hunt's brutal traditions.

Despite the allure of adventure and the pressure to conform, Marjorie is left

wondering if they truly belong in this world where the line between sport

and cruelty is dangerously blurred. The chapter closes with the Yrariers

grappling with their own discomfort and the complex dynamics of their

place among the Grassians.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

In Chapter 6, the narrative shifts to the mysterious Arbai ruins on Grass,

 characterized by their eerie abandonment and lack of native vehicles,

suggesting a unique culture whose purpose remains shrouded in uncertainty.

The untold histories of the Arbai evoke curiosity and debate among scholars

and amateur archaeologists alike, with theories regarding their sparse

skeletal remains proliferating. Brother Mainoa, an elder and passionate

digger, emerges as the sole figure deeply invested in understanding these

relics. Having dedicated his life to unearthing and cataloging Arbai remains,

he finds solace and companionship among the mummified bodies, which are

in stark contrast to the few remains found in other Arbai cities.

The chapter also introduces the landscape of Commoner-Town, split by the

striking Gom mountain. Above this barrier lies the bustling Commercial

District and a less reputable Portside area, teeming with activity that belies

its grim associations. The port is exceptionally busy, acting as a vital hub

due to its strategic location, despite the aristocracy's ignorance of its true

value. Ducky Johns, a notable figure in the port, unexpectedly encounters a

silent young girl, prompting an investigation into her origins amidst rumors

of transients and unusual happenings in the area.

As the chapter progresses, the internal struggles of Marjorie, who is

adjusting to life on Grass with her family, further develop. Her dreams are
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haunted by unsettling visions of the Hippae. Marjorie's complex relationship

with her children, particularly Stella, is explored, revealing her deep feelings

of inadequacy and helplessness as a parent. Marjorie longs for connections,

yet feels cut off by her family's emotional distance. Finally, after witnessing

unsettling behavior from the Hippae, Marjorie is left shaken, realizing that

they embody a malice and intent that she cannot fully comprehend.

As Brother Mainoa and Marjorie navigate the complexities of their

respective worlds—one steeped in archaeological passion and the other

burdened by maternal worry—the chapter weaves a tapestry of intrigue,

foreboding, and emotional struggle, setting up a stark contrast between the

ancient ruins and the pressing realities of modern life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of seeking understanding and connection

in our lives

Critical Interpretation: In the search for unearthing the mysteries of the

Arbai, Brother Mainoa exemplifies a profound commitment to

understanding the past, illuminating a path for us to follow in our own

lives. When you embrace the desire to explore and comprehend the

intricacies of your history—be it familial, cultural, or personal—you

create bridges of connection that enrich your existence. This chapter

inspires you to delve deeper into your relationships and experiences,

reminding you that the pursuit of knowledge, empathy, and

togetherness can transform your present and guide your future, even in

the face of uncertainty.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

### Summary of Chapters 7

Nestled deep within the hillside and concealed by swathes of vibrant

vermilion grass, lies a hidden cavern belonging to the Hippae, mystical

creatures known for their grandeur and unique cultural habits. Unfortunately,

this enchanting underground world remains largely undiscovered by the

inhabitants of Grass. The industrious migerers—mole-like beings

responsible for constructing the caverns—are diligently refurbishing it,

bringing fresh earth to improve the surface of the great hall.

Within this cavern, the Hippae, characterized by their massive tripartite

hooves and fearsome appearance, enter sequentially to conduct what appears

to be a ritualistic dance. Their movements result in an intricate imprint on

the cavern floor that serves as a written language of gestures, likely

communicating significant meanings unbeknownst to outsiders.

Meanwhile, in the nearby village of Opal Hill, Dulia Mechanic awakens to

the deep bass sounds emanating from the cavern. Her husband, Sebastian,

claims that the sounds indicate the Hippae dancing, although she questions

how anyone could know for certain. As the rhythmic thunder continues, it

becomes evident that there is an unexplained tension lingering in the
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air—something ominous and threatening that the villagers and horses

instinctively sense, though they cannot articulate it.

The narrative shifts to Jandra Jellico, who diligently cares for an unusual girl

referred to as the Goosegirl—essentially a half-person, possessing limited

self-awareness and autonomy. Intrigued by her presence and the enigma

surrounding her origins, Jandra eventually takes the Goosegirl under her

wing, despite initial reluctance from Ducky Johns, the woman who had

previously cared for her. This decision highlights Jandra's compassion and

desire to nurture.

Meanwhile, Rigo Yrarier, determined to secure a better social standing for

his family in the fractured hierarchy of Opal Hill's elite, embarks on

planning a diplomatic reception. Alongside Marjorie, his wife, they

strategize to concurrently build their personal influence while deciphering

the unsettling social dynamics of the region, encountering challenges rooted

in local customs and longstanding animosities among the aristocracy.

Amidst these layers of growing tension, Marjorie and Roald Few discuss

troubling incidents of dismemberment and fatalities associated with hunting

accidents in the area. They discover alarming patterns of disappearances,

particularly among young riders, leading them to speculate about dangers

lurking in the Grasses and the possible invocations of the Hippae's language

in signaling these threats.
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As the narrative progresses, we are introduced to Brother Mainoa and the

peculiarities of the Arbai city, where secrets lie within the ruins of an ancient

civilization. This backdrop heightens Rillibee Chime's internal struggle with

his blossoming memories and identity, having been uprooted from a

nurturing environment to face the harsh realities of Sanctity.

The emotional weight of Rillibee's previous life is further explored,

recounting his connection to a loving family and their tragic downfall, all

while underscoring themes of loss, resilience, and the quest for truth amidst

chaos. Ultimately, the chapters converge around the idea of hidden

truths—be it in the cavern's depths or within social circles—hinting at

broader narratives of survival, acceptance, and the struggle against unspoken

societal norms. 

Emphasizing character development, the dualities present within societal

structures, and the mysteries of existence, these chapters serve as a window

into an intricate world where every sound and interaction carries the weight

of history and consequence.
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Chapter 8: 8

### Chapter 8 Summary

The chapter begins in a tense atmosphere as the bon Damfels prepare for an

anticipated Hunt, only to find that their horses and hounds are missing. This

lapse sends ripples through the local aristocracy, prompting Roald Few to

relay messages, and an elaborate reception is arranged at Opal Hill, where

Rigo Yrarier and his family are getting ready to host noble guests.

As preparations unfold, several plot points are established. In the bon

Damfels' side, the guests are being selected strictly, with younger family

members excluded for fear of inappropriate liaisons. This raises tensions for

Rigo, who feels insulted by this exclusion. Meanwhile, Marjorie, Rigo’s

wife, is tasked with evaluating their new secretary, Admit Maukerden,

whose knowledge about the bon families proves faulty and suspect,

indicating he might have been given misleading information. With this

realization, Rigo and Marjorie decide to utilize him to feed disinformation

back to other nobles, as Marjorie assembles a meticulous guest list with the

help of Persun Pollut.

The evening of the reception approaches with aircars arriving filled with

adorned guests. Marjorie and her children, Stella and Tony, are prepared to
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navigate the complexities of aristocratic interaction, as Rigo warns them

about the lack of sincerity they should expect from their counterparts. The

guests arrive, showcasing the rigid social structure and pecking order, with

Marjorie carefully remembering names and connections thanks to Andrea

Chapelside’s assistance. Each encounter is marked by veiled politeness and

competitive charm that hides deeper anxieties, particularly regarding the

aloofness of the bon Damfels.

Central to the narrative is the unexpected arrival of Janetta bon Maukerden,

a girl thought lost, who appears in a curious state of mind. Eugenie, Rigo's

pet, presents her at the reception as a surprise, but the reaction from the bon

aristocracy is immediate and explosive—a mixture of astonishment and

condemnation. Janetta’s presence is problematic, echoing longstanding fears

and unresolved truths about her disappearance, which had occurred long

before Rigo and his family arrived in this strange land. 

Rigo's intervention and attempt to quell escalating tensions highlight the

conflicting views on class and value, as accusations fly towards Eugenie.

Rigo challenges his peers, asserting that their focus on blame reflects poorly

on them, revealing deeper truths about their societal values and their failures

as guardians of their families.

As the room buzzes with outrage and speculation, the tension culminates in

revelations surrounding Janetta's mysterious absence. The arrival of Dr. Lees
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Bergrem from Commons, a medical professional specializing in neurology,

leads to discussions on Janetta's capacity to learn. Meanwhile, news of her

return stirs hope in the aristocracy, overshadowed by Junetta's uncertain

mental state.

Amidst these events, Sylvan bon Damfels expresses concern over the

implications of their society's power dynamics, perceiving a profound

connection between Janetta's condition and the status of the bon families.

This spurs a growing discourse on the nature of power, control, and the

social order of the bons, punctuated by the conflict between maintaining

social prestige and grappling with the morality of their actions.

As the chapter concludes, Marjorie’s conversation with Sylvan leads her to

depths of introspection about the society in which she finds herself

entangled. The narrative intertwines themes of class, loyalty, and the

invisible barriers that define relationships in a complex world, where identity

is often dictated by lineage and societal expectation. A sense of foreboding

lingers, suggesting that the situation is far from resolved and that deeper

truths lie beneath the surface of aristocratic life, awaiting revelation.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

In Chapter 9 of the tale set in the Green Brothers’ Friary, we are introduced

 to an isolated environment that, while seemingly tranquil, is shrouded in a

sense of underlying tensions among its inhabitants, the Brothers. The chapter

opens with vivid descriptions of the Friary’s structure and its

surroundings—an expanse of shortgrass prairie punctuated by the towering,

makeshift steeples constructed by bored young Brothers. These towers

symbolize both creativity and madness, reflecting the frustrations that arise

from lives spent in monotonous routines centered around religious doctrine

and penitence.

Within this monastery, Brother Lourai—previously known as Rillibee

Chime—navigates his new life amid the resentment brewing from rival

groups, specifically the climbers led by the domineering Brother Highbones.

The thrill-seeking nature of the climbers stands in stark contrast to the

stifling atmosphere of the Friary, where knowledge has been reduced to rigid

catechism and emotional turmoils often manifest in dangerous antics.

After being unexpectedly beckoned for initiation by the climbers, Brother

Lourai confronts the humiliation of being termed a "peeper," a derogatory

name for those who do not participate in the climbing culture. His banter

with the climbers evolves into a survival game—one that forces him to

physically ascend the precarious towers as a group of young acolytes, filled
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with cruel enthusiasm, pursues him.

Driven by a mix of fear and anger, he climbs higher, shutting out the din

below and retreating into the fog that envelops the Friary's towers. The mist

becomes a sanctuary, providing him with a moment of clarity as he devises a

plan to evade his pursuers. Rillibee’s agility and familiarity with heights

serve him well as he weaves through the realm above, allowing him to

escape the grasp of the climbers, but not without reflecting on the threats to

his safety—made palpable by the taunts and jeers of Highbones and his

gang.

As the tension escalates, Rillibee, now thoroughly exhausted and aware of

the animosity directed toward him, finds himself alone among the clouds.

His moment of triumph, however, is tinged with the knowledge of the perils

of his existence within the Friary, where friendships seem fleeting, and

rivalries linger ominously.

By the chapter’s end, Rillibee reclaims his identity, oscillating between his

past as Rillibee Chime and his present as Brother Lourai. He is met with

some acceptance from a younger generation at the Friary, who regard him as

a figure of inspiration for escaping the clutches of Highbones, yet he remains

burdened by the harsh reality of his situation.

In a parallel narrative, we see Brother Jhamlees Zoe in his office, grappling
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with the realities of a plague looming over their society, which may reshape

their understanding of life and death. He contemplates directives from higher

echelons, revealing a tension between order and chaos in both the Friary

itself and the larger universe beyond. This dual narrative amplifies the stakes

and underscores the frailty of faith in the face of uncertainty, as both Lourai

and Jhamlees try to navigate their disparate yet intertwined journeys.

Overall, chapter 9 poignantly illustrates themes of isolation, existential

strife, and rebellion against oppressive structures, setting the stage for

further development of the characters and the world they inhabit. The

humorous and tension-filled exchanges create a vivid landscape where the

pursuit of identity and freedom becomes paramount in the face of

institutional restraint.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

### Chapter 10 Summary

Rillibee and Brother Mainoa explore ancient Arbai ruins, discussing the

Arbai culture as they walk through carved tunnels that were once vibrant

streets. The intricate designs depict various aspects of Arbai life, including

playful and serious expressions, sparking Brother Lourai's curiosity.

Although their art represents joy and ritual, the absence of words leaves

them with unanswered questions about Arbai language and thought.

Meanwhile, Marjorie, Rigo's wife, is in an aircar contemplating how to learn

more about the Arbai while avoiding the strict "Acceptable Doctrine"

committee at the Friary. Persun Pollut had warned her about the committee's

propensity to suppress contrary information. Instead, she plans a trip to the

ruins, hoping to gather insight from Brother Mainoa, who is reputed to be

more down-to-earth.

Marjorie gathers her children, although Stella appears withdrawn, exhausted

from nightly rides on a simulation machine. The family, along with Father

Sandoval and Father James, embarks on the aircar, which lands amidst a soft

rain at the ruin site—an area of violet grass interspersed with eerily quiet,

mystical remnants of Arbai civilization.
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Upon their arrival, they meet Brother Mainoa, who humorously laments

their choice of duty as members of a religious order. As they explore,

Marjorie and the others are captivated by the bizarre beauty and gravity of

the ruins. They note that among the artifacts are anguished remains of the

Arbai, their skeletal structures evoking a deep sense of horror. This grim

reality contrasts sharply with the delicate artistry of the carvings surrounding

them.

Brother Mainoa explains the Arbai's choice to build in harmony with their

environment, revealing that they constructed their works from the materials

at hand, whether it be earth, wood, or stone. He describes features of the

ruins that bear hints of complex social structures, though much remains a

mystery.

As the tour progresses, the group delves deeper into discussions about the

Arbai's extinction and considers theories about what might have wiped them

out. The implications of a plague arise, prompting concern among the friars

and Marjorie, especially as she contemplates their own home world plagued

by illness. 

Father Sandoval, skeptical of any supernatural theories, and Brother Mainoa,

who speaks with conviction, find themselves at odds over the potential

malevolence of local fauna, such as the herbivorous Hippae. Mainoa's
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suggestion that they possess a form of malice disturbs Sandoval and prompts

an animated debate.

The chapter culminates in the revelation of a looming threat: the presence of

a plague back home that Sanctity denies, leading Marjorie to contemplate

the fouler implications of such a cover-up. This revelation looms over their

mission as they navigate the mysteries of the Arbai and the pressing

questions about health and safety on Grass.

As they prepare to leave, Brother Mainoa reveals his intention to document

the visit in his journal, hinting at deeper secrets that might surface if he were

to perish with knowledge unshared. The group departs, leaving behind a

haunting echo of the past, while the siblings grapple with their parents'

desperation and the unspoken truths shrouded in familial concern.

Meanwhile, Stella, engaged in her own world of simulation, becomes

enamored with Sylvan bon Damfels, blurring the lines between reality and

her romantic fantasies, contrasting Marjorie's dire circumstance with the

blossoming passions of youth. Sylvan, too, reflects on love not for Stella but

for Marjorie, deepening the complex web of relationships amidst the

backdrop of uncertainty looming over Grass.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Building in harmony with the environment

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the Arbai culture and their

artistry that thrived in synergy with nature, consider how this principle

can inspire you in your own life. The Arbai's ability to create beauty

from the world around them reminds you that true fulfillment comes

from living authentically and sustainably. Embracing your

environment—be it your community, resources, or personal

passions—can lead to a more profound connection with your

surroundings and nurture your creativity. Just as the Arbai crafted

their civilization with respect and innovation, you can cultivate your

own path by harmonizing your actions with the world, leading to a

fulfilling and impactful existence.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

### Summary of Chapter 11

The chapter opens in a dim confessional, where Marjorie confesses her sins

to Father James. She expresses her resentment toward her husband Rigo and

questions God's goodness due to her troubled relationships and the

distressing plague affecting her community. Father James uses a metaphor

involving healing and viruses to suggest that perhaps God has created

humanity to engage in the battle against disease. Marjorie struggles with the

idea that God might not intervene directly but instead has given humans the

means to help themselves.

As Marjorie's confession unravels, the focus shifts to the unsettling

atmosphere surrounding her family—her husband and daughter are

consumed with personal struggles. Rigo is involved with the Hunt, risking

his life for what Marjorie believes is a reckless obsession. Marjorie's feelings

of isolation and doubt deepen as she reflects on the pervasive sins within her

community and family, echoing what Father James has said about collective

guilt.

The narrative transitions to a dark, tense scene at the bon Damfels estate

where Stavenger bon Damfels drags his wife Rowena down an abandoned
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hallway. Rowena pleads for understanding, yet Stavenger appears consumed

by madness. His daughters, Amethyste and Emeraude, watch in fear.

Stavenger's violent outburst culminates in Rowena being locked away,

leaving the daughters anxious and searching for help.

Meanwhile, a sense of foreboding looms over Marjorie as she feels restless

and burdened by the pressures of her life. She chooses to venture out on a

horseback ride despite warnings from Sebastian Mechanic, driven by despair

and a desire to discover more about the eerie creatures known as Hippae.

As Marjorie rides into the wild grasses, her encounter with nature becomes

increasingly perilous when she finds herself in the realm of the Hippae—a

strange, ritualistic conflict between the hounds and Hippae unfolds before

her eyes. The sounds of howls and the scent of unfamiliar danger fill the air,

heightening her awareness of the deadly encroachment of the Hippae. With

the mood darkening, Marjorie's thrill is mixed with trepidation, and she

questions her purpose in the face of potential destruction.

Back at the bon Damfels estate, a separate but parallel storyline involving

Rowena culminates in her being secretly assisted by Sylvan and two

commoner women to escape from her oppressive situation, highlighting the

contrasts of power and vulnerability within their caste system.

As the chapter proceeds, tensions between characters reach a climax: the
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Hunt begins, and Rigo coerces his family to participate while Marjorie

grapples with her refusal to support his obsession. Following a climactic and

chaotic day of the Hunt, both familial bonds and individual identities begin

to fray under pressure. Sylvan’s presence at the Hunt alongside Marjorie

adds complexity to the social dynamics, while Stella's reckless decision to

participate compounds the growing conflict.

By the end, a chilling confrontation unfolds as Rigo discovers his daughter

Stella riding with the hunters. The chapter closes with ambiguity

surrounding Stella’s emotional state, as she experiences the thrill of the hunt

but is also overwhelmed with a sense of detachment. A haunting moment of

realization strikes her, reminding readers of the interconnected struggles and

escalating tensions both human and supernatural lurking beneath the surface.
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Chapter 12: 12

Chapter 12 Summary

In this chapter, we delve into the somber reality faced by Shoethai, an

assistant in the Office of Acceptable Doctrine, who is sent by Elder Brother

Noazee Fuasoi to await a crucial cargo at the port facility. Shoethai is

tortured by his appearance, which he perceives as a grotesque mask that

terrifies those around him. Despite his tormented self-image, he feels a

strange sense of purpose related to the cargo — a deadly plague virus

intended to cleanse humanity.

Shoethai reflects on the concept of "Moldies," whom he has come to see as

martyrs devoted to hastening the end of mankind. Elder Fuasoi, who reveals

himself to be a Moldy, has encouraged Shoethai to read the forbidden *Book

of Ends*, which promises a New Creation free from the ugliness of eternal

flesh. This book offers Shoethai a glimmer of hope that resonates deeply

within him, as he longs for a transformation into something beautiful and

radiant.

Meanwhile, Elder Brother Fuasoi is in pain due to a failed organ transplant,

reflecting on his past as Jorny Shales, a boy who witnessed the horrors of a

plague camp. His harsh experiences and transformation into a Moldy have
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led him to embrace the idea that humanity is fundamentally flawed and

destined for destruction. He believes the coming plague will serve as a

purification, wiping the slate clean for a new beginning.

Back at the Friary, Fuasoi and his subordinate, Yavi Foosh, discuss the

increasing signs of sickness. Fuasoi expertly deflects Yavi's concerns about

any impending plague, revealing that he has orchestrated the arrival of the

virus for their purpose of cleansing humanity. Shoethai arrives with the

plague virus, confirming the Elder Brother's plans to enact destruction,

which he sees as divinely sanctioned.

The narrative shifts to Marjorie Westriding, who finds herself in turmoil as

her daughter Stella insists on accompanying her father, Rigo, on a dangerous

hunt. Tensions flare between Marjorie and Rigo, with misunderstandings

about parental responsibilities and fears for their children. Brother Mainoa

and Brother Lourai, who have just arrived at the estate, try to de-escalate the

conflict as they witness the rising family tensions.

As the chapter progresses, it becomes evident that familial bonds are

fracturing under the weight of societal expectations and personal fears.

Amidst the backdrop of impending danger from the virus and the

ever-looming Hunt, Marjorie becomes frantic about Stella’s safety,

particularly as they consider the threat posed by the Hippae, mysterious

creatures that inhabit the grasslands of Grass.
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The chapter intertwines themes of existential dread, the struggle for identity,

and the desperate lengths to which individuals will go to protect their loved

ones. Both Shoethai and Fuasoi's actions represent a dark, twisted loyalty to

their beliefs, while Marjorie's instinct as a mother drives her to seek help

wherever she can find it, illustrating the struggle between authority and duty

to family.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13

### Chapter 13 Summary

Marjorie arrives at Klive, determined to learn about her missing daughter,

Stella. She rides directly to the Kennel Gate, the closest point to the

mansion. As she crosses the terrace, she is intercepted by Sylvan, who urges

her to avoid confrontation with Stavenger, the enraged Obermum. However,

Marjorie's anger overwhelms her, and she aggressively confronts Stavenger,

accusing him of negligence regarding her daughter's whereabouts. Revealing

his fury, Stavenger responds with threats, prompting Sylvan to pull her away

for safety.

Sylvan reluctantly informs Marjorie that Darenfeld’s Coppice—the same

location where other children have vanished—is the last known spot where

Stella was seen. Pressed for action, Marjorie insists they ride there, ignoring

Sylvan’s concerns. They mount their horses and set off as Stavenger's

furious shouts follow them.

Along the way, they navigate through wild grasses and engage in

conversations about the previous Hunt, revealing complexities in their

relationships with their fathers: Sylvan describes how his father’s temper

flared when Roderigo sought help for Stella’s search, as such requests are
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frowned upon during Hunts. The riders continue, tension mounting as they

hear distant howls from Hippae, fearsome beasts that have struck fear in the

hearts of many.

As they ride through the terrain, they successfully follow a trail into the

depths of a copse, Frustration sets in when Sylvan admits they may not find

Stella easily, but Marjorie insists they must search amongst the trees if no

clear path is visible. They soon discern signs of recent activity in the grass,

confirming that Hippae had come through, which leads them to contemplate

strategies for retrieving Stella from the beasts if they find her.

Meanwhile, Rigo is at the bon Damfels estate, unaware of his family's peril.

He learns from a young girl that his wife, son, and several others have

ventured out, but she warns him his father is in a rage and he must not

approach the mansion. Sebastian and Persun Pollut forcefully redirect Rigo

to wait until tempers cool, suggesting they reconvene at the upcoming Hunt

the next day, hoping tensions will ease.

Back in the grasslands, the group's weariness grows after riding for miles.

The hypnotic rhythm of the horses lulls them, but soon Marjorie hears eerie

howls echoing nearby, indicating the Hippae are closing in. Sylvan reassures

them the creatures do not know they are present yet, but the urgency to move

quickly becomes paramount. 
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As they attempt to quicken their pace back toward the terrain of the swamp

forest, the horses, almost sensing a threat, charge ahead under the riders'

commands. The chase grows frantic as the group realizes the Hippaye are on

their tails, racing against time, with stalking beasts lurking in the grass.

Sylvan, caught between terror and command, spurs his mount forward,

whispering encouragement, desperate to evade the collapsing dark of danger

behind them.

Eventually, they find safety in the swamp forest, dismounting and allowing

the horses to rest after an intense chase. Brother Mainoa's wisdom calms the

group as they strategize on the next steps in their search, while they attempt

to keep spirits high despite the grim reality of Stella’s absence looming over

them. They prepare to make camp as darkness falls, determined to set out

anew in the morning.

The narrative shifts to Elder Brother Fuasoi who, in their secluded sanctum,

expresses deepening concerns about the plague and ongoing discussions of

its origins. He becomes increasingly agitated about the potential links

between the Arbai and the current distress, as signs of a greater threat loom

over the inhabitants of Klive and beyond.

Rillibee, eager to follow the mysterious sounds in the trees, scales up

passionately into the wooded heights, where he discovers hints of life and

broken silence. He becomes deeply enraptured by the wonders of his
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surroundings, hinting at the unresolved connection to Stella and the looming

shadows of fate that intertwine the various characters’ journeys.

As the chapter culminates, the frayed threads of human tension, mystery,

and the underlying threats of the natural world weave closely together,

propelling both Marjorie and Rigo into a precarious confrontation with the

unknown. The balance of control, fate, and action hangs precariously in the

balance, leaving them on the brink of impending challenges that will define

their quest and resilience.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14

In Chapter 14, Rigo Yrarier feels the weight of his nobility as he prepares to

 visit the bon Laupmons. He wishes he were surrounded by more capable

companions than his commoner servants, Persun Pollut and Asmir. Dressed

meticulously, he wrestles with feelings of inadequacy and shame, reflecting

on past journeys with his missing wife, Marjorie, and the absence of their

daughter, Stella. When Eugenie unexpectedly appears, seeking comfort,

Rigo’s harshness drives her away, amplifying his self-loathing.

Setting out in an aircar, Rigo worries about the bon Laupmons, particularly

Obermun Lancel, who is a widower with a son, Taronce. As he broods over

the harsh realities of Grass, including the chilling notion that the society

ignores the loss of children like Stella, he becomes aware of the darker

undercurrents of his mission: not just a friendly visit, but a desperate plea for

help in recovering his daughter.

Upon landing, he is met with hostility and the unsettling news of a challenge

issued by Obermun Stavenger bon Damfels, who accuses Rigo’s wife of

taking his son, Sylvan. This encounter exposes the fragility of honor and

family in the context of a challenge driven not by human rivalry, but by the

predatory Hippae. Rigo feels rage as he confronts the hypocrisy of the

hunters who belittle Marjorie, forcing a conflict that spirals out of control.
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In the ensuing chaos, Rigo engages in a brutal fight atop a Hippae, the

strange creatures synchronized with malice, embodying the twisted values of

the society around him. He uses a laser knife, gifted by Persun, to sever the

barbs of the Hippae, ultimately turning the tide against them. Rigo’s

desperate struggle against the Hippae becomes a battle for dignity and

justice, culminating in bloodshed that results in the deaths of several riders

and Hippae alike, shocking even the onlookers.

Following the violent encounter, Rigo loses consciousness while desperately

trying to protect himself and those he loves. Meanwhile, his loyal

companions, Persun and Sebastian, focus on evacuating their people from

the impending dangers posed by the Hippae and the ongoing chaos. They

work to rescue the inhabitants of the Opal Hill estancia, who are unaware of

the devastation that awaits.

As the chapter progresses, the focus shifts to the repercussions of Rigo's

actions. The once-thriving Opal Hill burns, suggesting the wrath of the

Hippae has been unleashed. The grassroots community must grapple with

the reality of their survival as they seek refuge within Commons. Persun and

Sebastian remain determined to protect their people and bring order amidst

the turmoil, exemplifying loyalty and resilience.

In Commons, fear spreads among the inhabitants regarding the Hippae’s

potential aggression. The narrative shifts from the immediate concerns of the
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Yrarier family to the broader implications of an escalating crisis. New

elements emerge, including the mysterious disappearance of Eugenie and the

fate of several characters trapped in the fallout of violence and chaos.

Meanwhile in the Tree City, Marjorie, Tony, and their companions attempt

to fathom the connection between the human suffering induced by the

Hippae and the historical implications for their world. They learn from the

enigmatic foxen that once roamed the Arbai, the transformed creatures of the

Hippae, further expanding their understanding of this complex world.

Ultimately, Chapter 14 intertwines themes of loss, identity, and the instinct

for survival, setting the stage for deeper conflicts in this alien society, as the

characters seek to address both personal and communal challenges in the

wake of devastation. Each thread highlights the fragile balance of power and

the ominous consequences of living under the shadow of beasts that

challenge the nature of humanity itself.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15

### Summary of Chapters 15

In the Friary, Elder Brother Fuasoi anxiously prepares an aircar while

contemplating the progress of his nefarious plans involving a virus intended

to wreak havoc in Commons. His mind races with paranoia about potential

betrayals and leaks that could jeopardize his scheme. He grapples with

thoughts of Brother Mainoa and the looming threat of discovery, convinced

that urgent action is necessary to propagate the virus before it’s too late.

Fuasoi decides to personally oversee the operation, dismissing the advice of

Shoethai, a giddy and sycophantic companion.

The group, led by Fuasoi, takes off in the aircar, and a sense of excitement

builds among the younger members as they anticipate the violence ahead.

Highbones, one of Fuasoi's minions, oscillates between eagerness for the

bloodshed and memories of a past love, Lisian. As they fly, Highbones

reminisces about his youthful romance, expressing emotions that conflict

with the harsh reality of his current violent undertakings. The car, however,

encounters mechanical troubles, and amidst chaos, they crash into a grassy

area of a swamp forest.

In the cabin's rear, Fuasoi and Shoethai find themselves in a precarious
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situation after the crash. As they attempt to regain composure, Fuasoi

realizes the virus package has spilled out, potentially unleashing doom upon

the area. He throws it in desperation just as a menacing hound approaches,

setting off a chain of events marked by howling and dread as Highbones and

his cohorts flee deeper into the forest.

Simultaneously, Administrator Jhamlees Zoe sifts through urgent

correspondence from Sanctity, revealing the complexities of a looming

Hierarch’s visit and the need for information regarding a possible cure for

the virus. Jhamlees grapples with the weight of potential failure in his

responsibilities as whispers of danger loom around his plans.

Meanwhile, Roderigo Yrarier, recovering in a hospital, struggles with the

aftermath of a violent encounter and the disorienting fear for his family’s

safety, especially his wife, Marjorie. As he drifts in and out of

consciousness, memories of his loved ones intertwine with anxieties about

the consequences of the unfolding plague linked to the actions of the

Moldies.

The narrative intertwines with the experiences of Brother Mainoa and

Rillibee Chime, who are lost in a swamp forest. Mainoa grows increasingly

distressed over mysteries that surround the plague, believing the foxen—the

sentient creatures of Grass—know more than they are revealing. Rillibee's

dreams reflect shared fears and burdens, exposing vulnerabilities in a world
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on the brink of catastrophe.

Marjorie faces her own trials in the chaos as she reconnects with lost loved

ones and navigates complicated feelings. Her reunion with her daughter

Stella becomes poignant as concern for the community’s survival intensifies,

revealing deeper themes of responsibility, requited love, and the quest for

knowledge in the face of impending disaster.

As the chapters unfold, the narrative weaves through various character

perspectives, illustrating the interplay of secrecy, loyalty, fear, and the

pressing need for action amidst a world unraveling, hinting that the

consequences of past actions will soon bear fruit in unpredictable ways.
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Chapter 16: 16

In Chapter 16, the town of Grass is gripped with hysteria as news of the

 impending plague spreads. Dr. Bergrem has observed that some individuals

who arrived on Grass with severe lesions have appeared to heal after staying

there, raising questions about the town's potential immunity and the possible

presence of Moldies—humans infected with the plague. Roald Few seeks

clarification, and Tony expresses skepticism about the idea that the disease

couldn’t come to Grass, suggesting, instead, that the plague might have

originated there.

As discussions continue, attention turns to the peculiar presence of Diamante

bon Damfels, a member of the bon class, who has appeared under

mysterious circumstances. The community is buzzing with theories about

her arrival and whether the foxen—intelligent, fox-like creatures that have

begun communicating with local humans—may have played a role in her

transport. Amid skepticism from local citizens, Rillibee and Tony share their

knowledge about the foxen, whose credibility continues to be challenged.

Sylvan, meanwhile, is weighed down by thoughts of his deceased father and

his family's chaotic circumstances as he grapples with his feelings toward

the bon class. He contemplates the discrepancies in social standing and

begins to question his previously held beliefs about superiority among the

bons.
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In a tense atmosphere, the chapter explores the fragility of human

relationships against the backdrop of impending doom, revealing each

character's deep-seated anxieties. Amidst the chaos, revelations about the

Hippae—another intelligent race notorious for their violent

tendencies—emerge. Meanwhile, Brother Mainoa continues his research

into the Arbai documents, implicated as part of the unfolding dramas.

Later in the chapter, the focus shifts as Majorie and the others begin to

unravel the destructive intentions behind the Hippae’s recent activity,

leading to a decision to confront them. Ultimately, the priority becomes

clear: they must find a way to secure their safety, destroying the tunnel that

could herald the Hippae's invasion.

The narrative transitions into theological territory, raising questions of

morality and guilt as Marjorie reflects on the potential consequences of their

actions and the broader implications of the plague. The stakes rise when an

elder from Sanctity arrives seeking information about the plague, revealing

politics at play and suggesting that even within their crisis, a deeper struggle

could be brewing. 

This chapter poignantly captures a community grappling with survival, fear

of the unknown, and the burden of ethical conflicts as they prepare for the

inevitable clash with the Hippae. As the characters confront their past
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decisions and their consequences, the dialogue shifts between survival

instinct and moral reflection, setting the stage for the critical actions that will

follow in the face of imminent danger.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17

### Chapter 17 Summary

Marjorie reflects on the brutal reality of their situation as they prepare for

battle against the Hippae, pondering the ethics of violence while grappling

with the need to combat a greater evil—the plague threatening their

existence. Despite her fright, she finds a twisted sense of camaraderie in the

fight, likening it to a dangerous competition where survival hangs in the

balance. The narrative shifts to Rigo, who is physically fragile yet

determined to protect Marjorie and Tony, feeling sick but still relevant in the

fight against the Hippae. He has experience combating these creatures and is

motivated by his unrequited feelings for Marjorie and his guilt over losing

his own loved ones.

Sylvan expresses his insecurities and frustrations—his perceived

inadequacies compared to Rigo and his longing for Marjorie. The

others—Tony, Rowena, and even the ghost of Don Quixote—also have inner

dialogues that display their fear, resolve, and longing for lost loved ones like

Sylvan. As they organize their efforts to confront the Hippae, they recognize

the odds stacked against them.

The small human group lines up in preparation, and as they shout insults at
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the Hippae, the monsters emerge from the foliage, revealing their riders who

had been transformed into something monstrous by the Hippae's influence.

Rigo leads the charge, showcasing his skill with the lance, striking down the

creatures one by one, while Sylvan and Rowena follow, employing their

tactical instincts.

Marjorie and Tony's attempts at strategy reveal the tension of the moment

and the importance of working together. As the battle intensifies, the human

fighters rely on their combination of skill and instinct, overcoming several

Hippae but also facing emotional turmoil regarding their lives and the lives

they’ve lost.

Just as the tide seems to turn, explosions signal that the Hippae's main

source of strength—the tunnel—has been destroyed. The realization hits that

they have been cornered, and panic sets in among the group about what the

consequences of this battle might entail. Rigo, with newfound resolve,

realizes the need to protect Commons and the answers both the plague and

Hippae might hold.

As they regroup amidst the chaos, allegiances shift, decisions are made

about the future, and emotions run high as they grapple with what might be

next. Marjorie's inner conflict intensifies as she contemplates the fate of

those she loves. The chapter concludes with a feeling of urgency and the

need to act decisively to safeguard their home against the encroaching
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threats, hinting at deeper conspiracies that weave through the fabric of their

struggles on Grass. 

Amidst personal losses and battles, the ties that bind them as a community

grow stronger, fortifying their resolve against what they perceive as evil

while casting doubt on their own mortality and fate.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18

### Summary of Chapter 18

Amidst the tranquil beauty of the Tree City of the Arbai, two religious

figures, Father James and Brother Mainoa, engage in a quiet discussion over

fruit brought to them by foxen—quasi-psychic creatures native to the region.

Father James, recently arrived and grappling with doubt about the foxen’s

reality, is comforted by the familiar taste of the fruit, reminiscent of plums

and pears. Brother Mainoa, previously weary from travel, remains

optimistic, suggesting that the fruit and local grass seeds can sustain them,

though James raises concerns about their survival in this strange land,

particularly regarding the Hippae—dangerous humanoid creatures known

for their aggression and psychic abilities.

As the evening unfolds, the conversation shifts to the challenges posed by

the Arbai’s enemies. They resolve to assist Rillibee Chime, who cares for

three children, despite the uncertainty surrounding their stay in the Tree

City. The appearance of shadowy Arbai figures sparks further contemplation

on the nature of life in this city, and Brother Mainoa hints at a choice

looming before Father James, underscoring a growing tension about their

fate.
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Meanwhile, back in town, the Seraph leading the Hierarch’s troops embarks

on an unsuccessful search for Brother Mainoa, following the misinformation

provided by local informants. While his forces engage with the townspeople

over food and drink, their search wanes, and the potential unrest from the

Hippae—known for their brutality—grows increasingly dire. This fear is

heightened by reports of large, fierce beasts and the implications of a hidden

plague that could threaten their existence.

The aged Hierarch aboard the Israfel contemplates the situation. He reflects

on previous inquiries concerning potential threats and the lack of action

taken and grows frustrated at being confined to isolation due to the

suggestions of an approaching plague and hostile beasts. His outbursts have

consequences, transferring the responsibility of the situation to the lower

ranks.

In the deeper layers of the town, a group of Brothers—survivors of a prior

attack—return from a grim mission to the Friary. Elder Brother Laeroa leads

the weary survivors, lamenting the loss of life among their ranks, and

revealing the gravity of their depopulation crisis. Meanwhile, the migerers

that once helped the Hippae begin to infiltrate the urban areas, heightening

the sense of impending disaster.

As the tensions peak, the Hippae launch an unprovoked assault, overrunning

the town with chaos. The struggle between the townspeople and the Hippae
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escalates into a violent confrontation, illustrating the brutal realities of

survival in this tumultuous world.

In a side narrative, Marjorie awakens to the horrifying sounds of Hippae

rampaging outside the Port Hotel. She strategizes with a young trooper,

Favel Cobham, to secure their position, realizing that the power control

needs to be shut down to fortify against the beasts. The ensuing weekend of

violence sees her and the remaining townsfolk bracing for the worst.

Despite the chaos, Marjorie is determined to save the horses stabled in the

barn. She navigates the network of tunnels and, through a series of

unexpected encounters with foxen communication, ultimately learns about

the interconnectedness of their plight with the creatures threatening their

lives. The cascading events converge, revealing the depth of sacrifice and

the potential for understanding among different races, eventually leading to a

breakthrough with the discovery of a cure for the plague that has ravaged

both the Arbai and human populations.

The chapter culminates in a mix of grief and hope as Marjorie realizes her

commitment to stay and defend those she cares about, while also uncovering

a path forward against the encroaching disaster. The battle for survival and

the intricacies of cross-species relationships underscore the complex

interplay between life, death, and the search for meaning in a world fraught

with peril.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19

In Chapter 19, we find Marjorie, Rigo, and Father Sandoval gathered at

 Mayor Bee’s restaurant, sipping Terran coffee amid the backdrop of

renewal efforts following a crisis. Despite their recent successes, tension

lingers as Father Sandoval remains skeptical about the completeness of their

mission. Marjorie, eager to bridge the gap, offers insights from Lees

Bergrem regarding a harmful virus affecting the locals—an explanation that

uncovers the intricate relationship between two forms of the amino acid

alanine, L and D.

Lees Bergrem posits that the virus on Grass evolved to convert necessary

L-alanine into D-alanine, a substance that human cells cannot utilize. Over

centuries, the virus became ubiquitous in Grass's ecology, allowing both

forms of alanine to coexist. Unlike other planets, where the scarcity of

D-alanine led to human fatalities, here on Grass, the presence of both forms

allows infected cells to survive without succumbing to the virus. 

Marjorie reveals that the key to a cure lies in administering large quantities

of D-alanine, which the virus converts back into usable L-alanine. This

straightforward solution surprises Father Sandoval, who struggles to

reconcile this revelation with the past failures of the Arbai, another

intelligent species that previously encountered the virus but could not find a

remedy.
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As emotions rise, Rigo voices his frustrations about Marjorie’s admiration

for the foxen, a sentient species on Grass. Father Sandoval warns her to tread

carefully in her relationships with them, citing the Church’s doctrines. This

criticism incites Marjorie’s defiance, ultimately leading her to declare her

independence from their control.

The chapter culminates with the arrival of Father James, who expresses his

intent to stay on Grass to foster connections with the foxen, believing this

partnership is crucial for both species. A heated exchange between Father

Sandoval, Rigo, and Father James ensues, underscoring the ideological rift

between them. This conflict highlights not only their differing views on the

foxen as emotional and spiritual beings but also a deeper struggle concerning

their identity and purpose on Grass.

As both Father James and Marjorie assert their notions of friendship and

community with the foxen enemy, the chapter illustrates the challenges of

bridging cultural divides and the quest for understanding in an unfamiliar

world.
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Chapter 20: 20

In Chapter 20, the story unfolds in the Tree City of the Arbai, where time

 seems to blur as seasons transition from spring to a timeless autumn. The

inhabitants are aware that it is soon time to retreat to their winter quarters,

but many delay this necessary journey. Marjorie, a central character, reflects

on her situation and communicates through letters with Rigo, expressing her

reluctance to return to Terra. Her reflections reveal the complexity of her

feelings as years on Terra feel distant and trivial compared to her life on

Grass.

As Marjorie writes, young inhabitants Rillibee and Stella frolic nearby,

embodying the vitality of youth amidst the declining foliage. Their playful

interactions serve as a backdrop for Marjorie's somber introspections about

loss, memories, and the fading beauty of their environment. The reader

learns of the tragic fate that has befallen Sanctity, a place significant to

Marjorie, and the dire consequences of a plague that wiped out their people.

She mourns for those lost, like Favel Cobham, and shares important

developments in their world, such as the foxen asserting independence and

building new villages with solar power.

The chapter introduces the Arbai, enigmatic beings whose language and

culture are now being studied by human experts. Their presence influences

the lives of the inhabitants, and Marjorie reflects on their past successes and
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failures, highlighting the importance of evolution and change for both the

Arbai and humanity. Despite her growing worries about Rigo's intentions

regarding their relationship, Marjorie remains steadfast to her promise to

provide answers.

Amid these musings, Rillibee and Stella visit Brother Mainoa's grave,

symbolizing their connection to their past and the natural world. Marjorie's

lamentation for the lost beauty of Opal Hill and her struggles with duty

contrast sharply against the evolving relationships around her. She feels the

weight of promises made and the expectation of what is to come, grappling

between her responsibilities and her desires.

She notes the impending departure from Grass, highlighting her internal

conflict about leaving loved ones behind—especially Tony and Stella. As

she pens her final thoughts to Rigo, she reflects on duty, mercy, and personal

evolution and recognizes that sometimes one must take risks to incite

change.

As the chapter reaches its climax, Marjorie senses it is time to relinquish her

past life and embraces the unknown, guided by the hope that others will

carry on what has been left behind if she does not return. She prepares to

embark on a journey with a foxen, indicating that she is willing to embrace

her destiny, moves toward the Arbai transporter, and contemplates the

meaning of her name—it may signify goodbye, but also a new beginning.
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With a heart full of both sadness and determination, she symbolizes the

ongoing quest for growth and understanding as she takes the final step into

the future that awaits her.
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