
Guitar Notes PDF (Limited Copy)

Mary Amato

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Guitar Notes Summary
"A Melodious Tale of Friendship and Finding One's Voice."

Written by Books1
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About the book

In the refreshing tale of "Guitar Notes" by Mary Amato, readers are invited

into the harmonious dance between the unexpected friendship of two

seemingly disparate high school students, Lyla Marks and Tripp Broody.

This novel weaves together the vibrating rhythm of self-discovery with the

chords of music, igniting a story teeming with humor, heartache, and the

healing power of a simple note strummed on a guitar. Lyla and Tripp, who

initially cross paths through a shared music room in school, leave each other

secret notes tucked between guitar strings. As their love for music resonates

with their personal struggles, these notes become a bridge to understanding

not only each other's world but also the wider, complex symphony of life's

up and downs. Readers will find themselves swept away by the tender

depiction of two souls creating a melody all their own — an enthralling

harmony that promises to linger long after the final chord has been played.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


About the author

Mary Amato is a celebrated American author, acclaimed for her outstanding

contributions to children's and young adult literature. She is renowned for

her ability to weave intricate and emotionally resonant stories that captivate

readers of all ages. With a background in education and a profound love for

music and arts, Amato brings a unique perspective to her storytelling, often

interlacing her narratives with lyrical prose and creative ventures. Her

diverse array of works, which span novels, poetry, and performance, explore

themes of friendship, self-discovery, and the transformative power of

creativity. Amato's storytelling prowess shines brightly in her novel "Guitar

Notes," where she masterfully delves into the complexities of teenage life

through a poignant and musical lens, solidifying her reputation as a

cherished voice in contemporary literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: September 2. Tuesday.

Summary for September 2 - Tuesday

Tripp Broody's Room; 7:33 A.M.

Tripp Broody awakens to the grating sound of his clock-radio alarm,

announcing a morning traffic report. Still groggy, he notices a note taped to

the stand where his beloved guitar used to be. The note from his mother

scolds him for neglecting his summer academic responsibilities, locking

himself in his room, and focusing excessively on his guitar. She insists he

can reclaim the instrument only by achieving straight A's and becoming

more socially active. Feeling betrayed, Tripp silently fumes over his

mother's premeditated theft. As a small act of revenge, he swaps her coffee

with dirt.

Lyla Marks's Room; 7:34 A.M.

Lyla Marks lies fully dressed on her bed, her heart pounding at an anxious

rhythm. Avoiding a call from her friend Annie, she eventually answers to

discuss her outfit for the day—a tangerine top and blue skirt paired with
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strategically picked shoes. Her cello looms ominously in her room, hinting

at her struggles with the expectations to excel musically. Her father eagerly

shares news of extended lessons to help with an audition piece, adding to her

stress. As she departs with Annie's car pool, her father's affectionate

farewells and Annie's critique of their "adorable" appearance serve as a

backdrop to Lyla's inner turmoil.

Rockland School; 8:05 A.M.

Tripp navigates the bustling crowd of students entering Rockland School

with a sense of dread. Overhearing insincere exchanges of compliments

overwhelms him with disdain for superficial interactions. A brief exchange

with a girl reveals his unfiltered honesty, earning him a disdainful retort. His

attempt to negotiate headphone use with Vice Principal Mr. Handlon ends

predictably, compelling him to join the cascade of students while his ears fill

with ambient chaos.

He encounters Lyla and Annie, who are practically the epitome of school

spirit. His sarcastic comment is met with a scornful glance as they head

toward the music room to sign up for practice sessions. Tripp notes the

bulletin board, adding his own name under Lyla's with a desperate plea for a

practice room and a guitar on loan, highlighting his predicament as being a

"matter of survival."
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Rockland Hallway; 3:15 P.M.

The day concludes with Tripp hunched over his locker as his phone

buzzes—it's his mother calling. Their brief, tense exchange centers on her

conversation with his algebra teacher about an overdue summer packet and

her determination to wean him off his guitar dependency. Tripp retorts with

sarcasm about his lack of a soul and accuses her of being akin to a

soul-eating termite, a reference both to their conflict and an actual home

repair chore his mother wants him to oversee. He ends the call, deeply

frustrated, as the bright day mocks his dark mood.
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Chapter 2 Summary: September 4. Thursday.

In this chapter, we are introduced to Lyla Marks, a student in the Advanced

 Orchestra at her school, as she navigates the first week of the new academic

year. The orchestra is under the direction of Mr. Jacoby, a new teacher, and

they are tackling a new musical piece. As the orchestra plays, Lyla is caught

in an intense internal struggle; she imagines her cello rigged with a bomb

that could explode at any moment. The vivid fantasy momentarily paralyzes

her with anxiety, causing her to miss her cue. Her classmate, seemingly

satisfied with her momentary lapse, whispers the correct measure number to

her, reminding her of her usual competence.

Despite the unsettling start, Lyla manages to join in, though she feels

disconnected from her own movements, as if her hands don't belong to her.

Mr. Jacoby’s call for more energy adds to her stress, as she tries to regain

composure.

After class, Lyla's friend Annie Win, who is outspoken and somewhat

irreverent, mocks the teacher and other classmates, pulling Lyla into her

banter. Their conversation reveals Annie’s tendency to poke fun and

exaggerate, highlighted when she humorously suggests putting mouthwash

on a classmate’s music stand. Annie also brings up a rumor about an easy A

for joining the French club, reflecting casual school gossip and the desire to

navigate academic pressures with humor.
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Lyla, preoccupied with her racing heart, expresses concern about having a

heart attack at her age, illustrating her underlying anxiety. Annie dismisses

her worries, mentioning a TV show she watched, which diverts the

conversation into a morbidly funny anecdote about body piercings and

defibrillators, reflecting her carefree and humorous outlook.

Their classmate Kenneth Chan's presence leads to a teasing exchange about

Lyla's imagined body piercings. Annie's joke that Kenneth likes Lyla but has

a big nose adds to the lighthearted, teasing dynamic between the friends.

Despite the laughter and teasing, Lyla remains troubled by the loudness of

her heartbeat, clutching her books against her chest for reassurance.

In the hot and stuffy English room, the physical discomfort parallels Lyla's

emotional turmoil. Annie, in her typical fashion, trivializes Lyla’s concerns,

joking that the stress of the first week of school is akin to a heart attack. The

conversation ends with Annie playfully threatening to “kill” Lyla if she dies

and leaves her alone, emphasizing their close friendship laced with humor

and light-hearted threats.

The chapter highlights Lyla's anxiety at the start of the school year, her

friendship with the nonchalant and humorous Annie, and the underlying

pressures of adolescence, set against the backdrop of high school dynamics.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Overcoming anxiety amidst pressure

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 2, you're shown how Lyla Marks

navigates intense personal anxiety during her orchestral practice,

especially when her vivid imagination causes a momentary lapse. Yet,

through her friend's light-hearted banter and the encouragement of her

teacher, she perseveres through the discomfort and joins back in. This

key point can inspire you to push through moments of self-doubt and

anxiety, highlighting the importance of resilience and the support of

friends in overcoming challenges. It reminds you that while initial

panic might feel overwhelming, leaning on trusted individuals and

focusing on the task at hand can help you regain composure and

confidence.
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Chapter 3 Summary: September 8. Monday.

September 8: Monday

*Rockland Hallway; 8:19 A.M.*

As Tripp Broody makes his way to class, he catches a glimpse of Mr.

Jacoby, the music teacher, pinning up a practice room schedule on the music

bulletin board. The board announces the allocated times for practicing in

Rooms A and B, shared between students Patricia, Annie, Lyla, and Tripp

himself. Tripp is overjoyed to see his name included for odd days in Room

B, and he expresses his gratitude to Mr. Jacoby.

Mr. Jacoby reveals he's found a guitar in storage but informs Tripp that its

strings need replacing and the guitar can't be taken home as Tripp isn't

officially part of the music program. Nevertheless, Room B will serve as

Tripp's sanctuary for playing music on odd days. Mr. Jacoby reminds him of

the practice room rules—no games or web surfing, clean up after use, and

emphasizes the need to inform him if Tripp decides against using the room,

as other serious musicians are interested.

Energized by the thought of having a space to play music, Tripp feels a

surge of happiness and spontaneously leaps into the air, drawing the
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curiosity of passersby, but unfazed, he laughs it off, embracing his

enthusiasm.

*Abel Photo Studio; 3:58 P.M.*

In the large, white expanse of Abel Photo Studio, Lyla Marks finds herself

preparing for a significant moment. As she changes into her performance

dress, she overhears her father discussing the importance of the photoshoot

with the photographer. Her father plans to submit one photo with her Coles

application and another to a local newspaper to announce her upcoming

audition at the prestigious Kennedy Center.

During this charged moment, Lyla's phone buzzes with a call from Annie, a

friend presumably connected to music or school activities. Lyla, whispering

to maintain her cover story of being at the dentist, assures Annie that she'll

call back once she's free, juggling her commitments carefully. With her

phone tucked away, Lyla steps into the studio, her father's presence

reinforcing the weight of the occasion.

The photographer guides Lyla to a designated spot, complimenting her

choice of dress. With her cello in hand, Lyla attempts to ease her nerves,

forcing a smile as the photographer promises simplicity in capturing her

image—a supposedly 'piece of cake' moment. The camera clicks, marking

the start of a journey intertwined with ambition, support, and the quest for a

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


musical future.
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Chapter 4: September 15. Monday.

In this chapter, we follow Tripp, a student at Rockland School, as he

 navigates the halls to find the elusive practice rooms. He's accompanied by

the poised and immaculate Annie Win, whose presence is commanding.

Despite her refined appearance, Annie's demeanor is sharp and dismissive

when she notices Tripp tagging along. Her incredulous tone suggests

disbelief that someone like Tripp, who is neither in orchestra nor band, is

occupying musical space typically reserved for "serious" musicians.

Tripp, unfazed by Annie's skepticism, teases her about the purpose of music

rooms, implying he's there for unconventional reasons. He reveals that he's

legitimately signed up for a practice room, much to Annie's chagrin, because

such spaces are usually not available for individuals who aren't part of the

music program. Annie’s frustration stems from the limited availability,

which is usually dominated by traditional musicians like herself and her

friend Lyla.

Undeterred, Tripp enters Room B, a small haven that immediately fulfills his

aspirations. Equipped with technology and an instrument, the room surprises

him with its offerings. Tripp's true mission reveals itself: the room houses a

guitar, albeit a battered one. The scene of him tenderly restoring it by

replacing the strings shows his dedication. As he tunes the guitar using the

available keyboard, the world around him, including Annie's violin scales,
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fade into insignificance.

The act of playing the guitar energizes Tripp, resonating with something

deep within him. The metaphorical connection he feels with the guitar's

strings speaks volumes about his passion and emotional expression. It hints

at a personal struggle, possibly against conforming pressures or internal

battles, symbolized by "the Termite" that seeks to erode his essence.

Through the music and the connection with his instrument, Tripp

experiences a sense of liberation, suggesting that this school practice room,

which is often confined to the structured world of classical music, is his

escape and sanctuary.
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Chapter 5 Summary: September 16. Tuesday.

September 16, Tuesday

  

*Rockland Hallway; 11:24 A.M.*

In the midst of a bustling school day, Annie and Lyla navigate the crowded

hallways after escaping the stifling heat of their English classroom. As they

walk, Annie brings up the issue of their practice room schedules, suggesting

that Lyla ask Patricia, a fellow musician who plays the French horn, to

switch so they could practice on even days together. This proposal stems

from Annie's frustration that their lunch schedules rarely align, limiting their

time together.

Lyla, however, is mentally preoccupied with her overwhelming list of

responsibilities—a new cello piece for an audition, various school projects

and quizzes, extracurricular clubs, and upcoming orchestra rehearsals. This

mounting pressure is reminiscent of the story she read in English class, “The

Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe, where a man's guilt causes him to hear

the incessant beating of a heart. Although her situation is vastly different,

she still draws a parallel to her own stress-induced heartbeats.

Encouraging herself to remain calm, Lyla agrees to Annie's request to talk to
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Patricia. Despite Annie's skepticism regarding Lyla's tone of agreement, the

conversation shifts to Marisse, a student whom Annie dislikes for her

perceived arrogance in their shared afternoon classes.

After parting ways with Annie, Lyla proceeds to the music room alone. She

is well-known and liked at school, recognized as the first-chair cellist—a

role that sets her apart and defines her identity. The music room, with its

privacy and solitude, offers her a refuge from her anxiety. Here, she can

focus and breathe, away from the pressures outside its walls.

As Lyla prepares to practice, she is momentarily distracted by trash left by

Tripp Broody, the odd-day practice room occupant, known for his critical

remarks. The disarray he leaves behind contrasts sharply with her meticulous

care for her own instrument. Instead of practicing immediately, she plays

recordings of cello music to give the illusion of practice while she eats her

lunch, promising herself to begin playing soon. This small deception

underscores her internal struggle to balance her responsibilities and her need

for some respite.
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Chapter 6 Summary: September 19. Friday.

On September 19th, a Friday morning at 11:23, Tripp enters Practice Room

 B, where he often retreats for solace and creative expression with his guitar.

However, before he can fully immerse himself, he encounters Annie Win, a

fellow student with a proposition. Annie suggests Tripp trade practice days

with Lyla, so she and Lyla could have odd days together. Tripp declines,

stating his preference for odd days, though he doesn't justify beyond a vague

claim that they're somehow better. Annie departs, dissatisfied, aware she's

unable to sway his decision.

Tripp, undeterred by the interaction, proceeds to explore the contents of his

guitar case and discovers a second note from the enigmatic "Even Day

Musician." This individual has been corresponding with Tripp via notes,

commenting on his habits and musical activities but also leaving

constructive criticism. Today's note playfully chastises him for leaving a

candy wrapper and napkin in the practice room, urging him to be more

considerate of others using the space. The Even Day Musician's notes inject

a burst of color into Tripp's otherwise mundane school day routine.

Embracing the opportunity to respond in kind, Tripp looks forward to

crafting a fitting reply. With guitar in hand, he feels a surge of inspiration,

ready to let his fingers wander across the strings in search of compelling

melodies or chord progressions—each session in the practice room an
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opportunity to discover something new and meaningful.
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Chapter 7 Summary: September 21. Sunday.

Summary of September 21, Sunday: Tripp's Room, 6:11 P.M.

Tripp is in his room, reflecting on his old friend Josh while scrolling through

his efriends page. Josh seems to have found happiness in Schenectady, but

Tripp feels disconnected and unsure about what to message him. Instead, he

gets lost in a cherished memory of camping with his father, recalling the

comforting smells and his father's tradition of taking "one last look at the

lake." This nostalgic scene is juxtaposed against Tripp's frustration over not

having a guitar to practice with, which leads to an outburst of "I NEED A

GUITAR."

While trying to distract himself with a school assignment, Tripp reads Edgar

Allan Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart." He becomes engrossed in the story,

especially its gothic elements and the protagonist's paranoia, which resonate

with his own sense of being trapped without his guitar. As he reads, he hears

the conversation between his mother and their neighbor, Susan, about a

community cleanup committee, which he tunes out as his mind drifts back to

thoughts of music.

His mother enters, trying to engage him with a conversation about his

reading assignment, but Tripp is aware of her underlying motive—to distract

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


him from the loss of his guitar. She suggests he try peer tutoring at school,

which he vehemently rejects, because it would interfere with his secret use

of the school's practice room.

Feeling rebellious, Tripp decides to take action. He goes to the Slater

Community Association website and mischievously signs his mother up as

the chairperson for the Slater Creek Parkway Cleanup Committee under her

real name, Terry Broody. This act of defiance is his way of venting

frustration, joking that perhaps his "Termite" mother will make some new

friends through her community involvement.
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Chapter 8: September 22. Monday.

### Summary of September 22, Monday

In the quiet of Practice Room B, Lyla Marks, a diligent and accomplished

student known for her perfect demeanor, finds herself unexpectedly drawn

into a playful yet provocative exchange with Tripp Broody, a fellow student.

Hoping to find an acerbic note from Tripp, as she often does, Lyla instead

discovers a cleverly crafted letter that challenges her to see the positive side

of small annoyances, like a candy wrapper on a music stand. Tripp, who has

taken to calling himself "Mr. Odd," questions why Lyla, whom he dubs "Ms.

Even," chooses to waste her energy on trivial matters and suggests turning

irritations into sources of inspiration.

Lyla's response is both cheeky and defiant. She leaves behind the remains of

her lunch on the music stand—apple cores and sandwich crusts—as a retort

to Tripp's philosophical musings. Despite feeling momentarily wicked, Lyla

is drawn to Tripp's guitar. As she experiments with the instrument, figuring

out the notes and scales, she finds herself unexpectedly pleased by the

experience, reminding herself of her identity as a dedicated cellist and

student.

Her practice session is interrupted by Mr. Jacoby, who praises her
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exceptional morning performance of a Bach piece. He invites her to perform

at the upcoming International Culture Day assembly, and although

overwhelmed by the prospect, Lyla agrees. Despite her internal panic

sparked by the challenging sheet music he presents, she maintains her

reputation for excellence and closes the encounter with a smile.

As Lyla leaves for her next class, she contemplates the positive opportunities

presented by Mr. Jacoby, reminding herself that these are good things, even

if they add to her already full plate. The day leaves her pondering the

balance between her obligations and the unexpected joy found in simple,

spontaneous moments of creativity.
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Chapter 9 Summary: September 23. Tuesday.

Summary:

On an unusual day in the practice room at 11:23 a.m., Tripp Broody, a music

student, relishes his time alone. Despite the unpleasant smell of leftover tuna

sandwich crusts and a withering apple core on the music stand, he is amused

by the note left by his counterpart, Ms. Lyla Marks, known as Ms. Even Day

for her perfect punctuality. The discovery adds a playful element to their

ongoing exchange of notes. Holding the guitar, he humorously contemplates

a new composition titled "Ode to Apple Cores and Sandwich Crusts" and

begins to play, enjoying the sense of someone else sharing his space.

Meanwhile, at 3:14 p.m. in the Rockland hallway, Lyla Marks, another

music student, is organizing her locker when her friend Annie approaches

her with gossip. Annie reveals that she overheard others talking about Lyla

receiving a coveted solo for the upcoming school assembly, which raises

jealousy among her peers. Lyla admits to keeping quiet about the solo,

fearing Annie’s reaction. Despite the envy surrounding her, Annie assures

Lyla that being envied is a sign of her talent.

Their conversation shifts to their ambitions of attending the prestigious

Coles Conservatory of Music. Annie discusses how joining clubs like Sweet
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Tooth, a creative bake sale initiative supporting charity, not only enhances

their college applications but also fulfills community service

requirements—essential for institutions like Coles. Lyla, however, feels

overwhelmed by the expectations and commitments, from Sweet Tooth

duties to tutoring and juggling practice room schedules. Annie, undeterred,

encourages Lyla to bolster her application by showcasing their various

extracurricular undertakings.

As they walk down the hallway, Lyla expresses doubts about their

probability of getting accepted into Coles. Annie dismisses such concerns,

citing their past achievements in the Metz Youth Orchestra and state

competitions as advantages. She lightheartedly suggests they can dominate

Sweet Tooth just like they did with their school publication, The Quill,

previously expanded under their influence. Annie’s determination and

enthusiasm contrast with Lyla’s anxiety over meeting expectations and

maintaining their 'perfect' image. In an attempt to ease Lyla’s concerns,

Annie jokingly suggests that they will become the "Cupcake Dictators" of

Sweet Tooth, adding a touch of humor to the pressure they both feel in

balancing their aspirations and current responsibilities.

Their dynamic friendship portrays the tension between striving for

excellence and dealing with the pressures of perception amidst a backdrop of

musical ambition and school life challenges.
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Chapter 10 Summary: September 27. Saturday.

September 27, Saturday

*The Broodys’ Car; 11:03 A.M.*

As Tripp and his mom drive to a family wedding, the tension is palpable due

to Tripp's strained relationship with his cousin, Lorinda, whom he

remembers tormenting him as a child. In the car, Tripp's mom attempts to

maintain some civility, reminding him of familial ties, despite Tripp’s

insistence that Lorinda’s acts were far from innocent. To distract from the

impending encounter, they make a stop to pick up a basket of doves intended

for a symbolic release at the wedding ceremony.

The scene at the church is chaotic and uncomfortable, mirroring Tripp's

disdain for the event. He critiques the somnolent music and even the priest

dozing off. As the ceremony proceeds under the sweltering September sun,

Tripp struggles to stay awake and finds himself feeding crumbs to the

lackluster doves, questioning the creatures’ lethargy.

Outside, post-ceremony, the intended dove release goes awry when only one

bird manages to fly while the other falls lifeless to the ground. In a bizarre

moment, the situation is wordlessly handled by the groom’s father, and the
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guests awkwardly return to the ritual of celebration. Tripp reassures his

mom, highlighting the humor in the unfortunate but symbolic mishap and

urges her to find some solace in his sarcastic yet caring consolation,

suggesting that compassion sometimes arises from shared hardships.

*Post Office; 2:22 P.M.*

Meanwhile, at a local post office, two aspiring musicians, Annie and Lyla,

submit their applications to a prestigious music school. The excitement from

Annie is palpable, her words buzzing with the thrill of potential acceptance

into the Coles Conservatory of Music. As they seal their fate with priority

mailing, Annie’s jubilance contrasts with an underlying reluctance in Lyla.

Despite joining in the celebratory banter and the post-application treat

proposed by Annie’s mother, Lyla grapples with an internal conflict,

revealing that her aspirations may diverge from Annie's enthusiasm. The

juxtaposition of these two events underscores the complexity of familial

obligations and personal dreams, and the delicate balance of supporting

others while confronting one’s own desires.
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Chapter 11 Summary: October 3. Friday.

Summary of Chapters:

The chapters unfold in Rockland School's auditorium where Lyla Marks is

set to perform Camille Saint-Saëns' "Allegro Appassionato." As she takes

her place on stage, with her father filming from the side, she grapples with

nerves. She recalls advice from Tripp Broody—a classmate with an odd

nickname "Mr. Odd"—to truly immerse herself in her music. To cope, she

imagines herself as a mechanical version of herself, simply programmed to

play the cello.

Later, during her Spanish class, Tripp writes a candid letter to Lyla,

revealing how he observed her performance and suspected that she might be

concealing her true emotions. Tripp is fascinated by the idea of people

faking things and questions whether playing the cello genuinely makes her

happy. He secretly slips this note into Lyla’s locker, musing about how her

locker resembles a fish needing to breathe as he does so.

In the school's hallway, Lyla reads the note and feels as though its words

ignite something within her. Despite receiving compliments from peers

about her performance, Tripp's question lingers: does playing the cello bring

her happiness? Her friend Annie is oblivious to Lyla’s inner turmoil,
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excitedly planning for their upcoming Kennedy Center audition and

discussing other school events like a talent show. Annie is eager for Lyla to

share the contents of the mysterious note, assuming a romantic angle, but

Lyla dismisses Tripp's observations as nothing significant.

During lunch, Lyla goes through the motions of acknowledging the praise

she receives, yet feels disconnected. The pressure to maintain her image as

"Lyla Marks the cellist" weighs her down, exacerbated by Tripp's scrutiny.

Fleeing to the bathroom for solace, she drafts a sarcastic response to him,

criticizing his timing and apparent insensitivity. She contemplates slipping

this reply into his locker, seeking to defend herself against the unexpected

scrutiny of her art and emotions.
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Chapter 12: October 4. Saturday.

On a tense Saturday afternoon at the Kennedy Center's Studio L 105, Lyla

 Marks is preparing for an important audition. Amid the buzz of violinists

warming up in another studio, Lyla finds some solace in the temporary

separation from Annie, who is nervously buzzing nearby. However, her

father, sitting close and fidgeting, only adds to her anxiety with his

suggestions and tense demeanor as he watches others prepare for their

auditions.

Lyla holds her mother's cello, a cherished and daunting presence, as she tries

to mask her dread. Her father’s encouragement sometimes feels like

pressure. Before she can address him, a woman with a clipboard calls her

name, marking the moment of truth. Her father, beaming with pride, urges

her to be careful and wishes her the best.

As she heads into the audition room, the woman recognizes Lyla as the

daughter of the renowned cellist Gwendolyn Marks, whose legacy casts a

large shadow over Lyla. The woman's admiration for Gwendolyn is evident,

and she mentions having witnessed her performance with the National

Symphony, now resolved to eavesdrop on Lyla’s audition.

Lyla enters the room where six judges await, seated behind a long table,

each likely aware of her legacy. An empty chair in the room centers their
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attention on her. As she takes her seat and prepares to play, she is acutely

aware of her mother’s looming presence, almost as if her spirit resides

within the cello itself.

Despite her internal dialogue of doubt and the pressure of living up to her

mother's reputation, Lyla lifts her bow and begins to play. Her practiced

fingers move skillfully, not a single note out of place, suggesting that even

under pressure, her talent and training may allow her to carve her own path

in the shadow of her mother's illustrious career.
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Chapter 13 Summary: October 10. Friday.

The chapter opens with a bright morning at Lyla Marks's home, where the

 young cellist's achievement is celebrated as she is featured in the newspaper

for being chosen to perform solo concerts at the Kennedy Center's Young

Strings program. Despite the accolades from her father, who is enthusiastic

about her musical future, Lyla feels a sinking unease. Her friend Annie, who

is also musically inclined, reacts with jealousy and frustration when she

learns about Lyla's success. This tension underscores their friendship as they

confront the competitive nature of their shared musical ambitions.

At school, Lyla feels isolated and consumed by doubt about her happiness in

playing the cello. During a break, she crafts a heartfelt note to Tripp,

addressing him as Mr. Odd. In this correspondence, she confesses her lack of

joy in playing the cello, revealing her internal conflict and desire for a break.

Tripp's response, penned during his English class, is compassionate and

supportive. He shares an anecdote about a child choosing between two rugs

at his family's carpet store, using it as a metaphor for parental influence and

individual choice. He encourages Lyla to explore the guitar and to prioritize

her authentic feelings.

Later, Lyla and Annie discuss the upcoming school talent show, yet Lyla

remains preoccupied with her letter to Tripp. Lyla is conflicted by Annie's

insistence on strategizing their performance slot, adding to her inner turmoil.
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Unable to voice her true feelings, she snaps at Annie, further straining their

friendship.

Meanwhile, Tripp is dealing with his own challenges, notably being

involuntarily signed up for peer tutoring by his mother, whose controlling

nature he likens to a termite. This situation parallels Lyla’s struggle against

her father's expectations.

As the day ends, Lyla feigns illness to retreat into solitude, overwhelmed by

her commitments and the weight of expectations from her father, Annie, and

her burgeoning status as a young musician. This leaves her dreading the next

day's schedule, illustrating her growing disconnect from the life others

envisage for her. The chapter captures the emotional turmoil of young

musicians grappling with external expectations and their own search for

personal happiness.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Your Authentic Self

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 13, Lyla confronts her internal

conflict over playing the cello, seeking guidance from Tripp who

delivers a powerful message with his story about choice and parental

expectations. This serves as a poignant reminder that it is essential to

prioritize our own feelings and desires above external pressures and

expectations. Embracing your authentic self allows you to navigate

life with true joy and fulfillment, rather than merely adhering to the

paths outlined by others.
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Chapter 14 Summary: October 13. Monday.

In this chapter, the reader follows Tripp, a student at Rockland Hallway, as

 he navigates his school day. After the bell rings, signaling the end of his

Spanish class, Tripp receives a text from his mother reminding him of a

tutoring session. Displaying his disregard for the obligation, Tripp responds

curtly before turning off his phone, indicating his preference to ignore the

session.

Instead of heading to the resource room for tutoring, Tripp decides to escape

to the music room, drawn by his love for the guitar stored there. He

fabricates an excuse about abdominal pain and texts it to Benjamin Fick,

hoping to avoid repercussions for skipping.

Upon reaching the music room, Tripp finds solace as the weight of his daily

life lifts. As he opens the guitar case, he discovers a note from a classmate

named Lyla, who writes under the pseudonym "Ms. Even." Lyla's note is

warm and candid, expressing admiration for Tripp's creativity and revealing

personal observations about his past—specifically, his father's passing and

how it must have compounded the difficulty of losing a close friend. Her

words convey an empathy that Tripp hadn't realized he craved.

The sentiment of the note inspires Tripp, and he begins to compose a new

melody, a reflection of his current emotions, which he dubs the "Mr. Odd"
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song. His newfound focus and joy are briefly interrupted by Annie Win, who

chastises him for playing too loudly, yet Tripp simply laughs and continues,

absorbed in his music.

As lunch ends and reality sets back in, Tripp reluctantly stops playing,

wishing to leave a message for Lyla. Without paper, he creatively engraves

"Just play" onto the surface of the guitar—an encouragement for Lyla to

embrace her musical instincts.

As Tripp departs, his phone vibrates with a message from Fick, seemingly

unfazed by the excuse Tripp had fabricated. Tripp’s brief escape ends,

pulling him back to school confines, but his spirit feels lighter, buoyed by

the connections he has found.
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Chapter 15 Summary: October 14. Tuesday.

In a high school setting, Lyla finds herself drawn to a mysterious message

 etched on a guitar in the practice room, encouraging her to "Just play." This

small encounter lights a spark in her, prompting her to explore her own

musical creativity. She experiments with the guitar, creating a melody that

resonates with her, providing a rare moment of personal fulfillment. This

peaceful moment is interrupted when her friend Annie, holding a violin case,

enters the room unexpectedly. Despite it being against the school's rules for

two people to be in the practice room at the same time, Annie sneaks in,

eager for them to practice their duet for an upcoming talent show.

An argument ensues as Annie accuses Lyla of frequently avoiding practice,

citing Lyla’s recent behavior of skipping out on social commitments. Lyla

insists her reluctance is not personal but rather a fear of getting caught

breaking school rules, especially since another student, Patricia Kent, might

report them. Annie’s frustration bubbles up, fueled by her insecurities and

their differing music achievements—Lyla having made it to the prestigious

Kennedy Center audition, while Annie did not. Annie storms out, leaving

Lyla grappling with guilt over their strained friendship. Despite the tension,

Lyla returns to her musical exploration, finding solace in the process and

even starting to write a new song.

Later, in the hall, Lyla tries to reconcile with Annie, pledging to practice
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diligently for their upcoming audition and suggesting a shopping trip to pick

out their audition outfits. This offer rekindles Annie's spirit, and the two

bond over their mutual commitments, including a physics quiz and their

shared guilty pleasure, Sweet Tooth. As they walk, a brief encounter with the

enigmatic Tripp Broody—a fellow student who holds a certain mysterious

allure—captures Lyla’s attention. Despite Annie’s dismissive remarks about

Tripp, suggesting he might be "too weird" and possibly even brain damaged,

Lyla finds something intriguing about him that others overlook.

Through this mix of personal and musical discovery, the chapter paints a

picture of Lyla's internal and external conflicts—balancing her friendships,

personal ambitions, and the uncharted territories of young love and

self-discovery.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace your creative instincts, even amidst conflict.

Critical Interpretation: The pivotal moment when you encounter a

spark of creativity can lead to moments of personal growth and

self-discovery. In your life, like Lyla, you might find yourself drawn

to something unexpected—a mysterious message, a sudden interest, or

an unforeseen opportunity. Seize this spark and explore it fully,

despite any external conflicts or rules you feel might be holding you

back. Let it guide you to new avenues of creativity and personal

fulfillment. Even when distractions or strained relationships threaten

your focus, remember the peace and joy that can come from following

your creative impulses. This journey of artistic exploration can

become a source of solace and inspiration, enriching your life

immeasurably.
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Chapter 16: October 15. Wednesday.

In this episode, we find Tripp in Practice Room B, feeling a mix of tension

 and excitement. While he fears that his failure to attend a peer tutoring

session might lead to repercussions, his focus is drawn instead to a creative

endeavor. Tripp is inspired when he discovers a song brainstorming page

that Ms. Even left under the guitar, leading him to craft a message advising

her on writing guitar chords and amusingly musing about the nature of

pomegranates, likening them to healthy grenades. This moment sparks a

creative fire in him, motivating him to pen his own song titled "Mr. Odd,"

with lyrics reflecting his feelings of being different and outside societal

norms.

Meanwhile, in the hallway, Lyla eavesdrops on Tripp's music, only to be

interrupted by Annie, who bursts out excitedly sharing that Coles, an

esteemed institution, has accepted her application for an audition. Annie

assumes Lyla received the same news, leading to a slightly awkward but

heartwarming moment between the friends as Lyla feigns shared

enthusiasm.

Later, Tripp's relaxed confidence carries over as he deals with Benjamin

Fick, a peer tutor frustrated by Tripp's absence from their session. Tripp's

carefree spirit remains unshaken despite Benjamin's warnings about

potential consequences enforced by Ms. Kettering, a figure of authority.
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Tripp assures Benjamin that he will improve his academic performance on

his own terms, cleverly suggesting they move their sessions to the cafeteria

to enjoy the "rancid meat" smell as a humorous deflection.

Throughout these scenes, the characters navigate personal growth, friendship

dynamics, and adolescent challenges, with music and creativity providing a

common thread and outlet for expression and connection.
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Chapter 17 Summary: October 16. Thursday.

In Chapter from October 16th, the narrative focuses on Lyla, a budding

 musician practicing in solitude. Her practice room becomes a sanctuary

away from the bustling chatter of her friend Annie, who is excited about an

audition for Coles Conservatory of Music, a prestigious school offering

intensive music education for high school students. While in this quiet

space, Lyla discovers a note from Tripp, hinting he wants to hear her song.

This gesture sends Lyla on a journey beyond self-doubt: she struggles

through three attempts to produce a recording of her singing and playing the

guitar. Despite her hesitations about the quality, she bravely decides to share

it with Tripp by sending him a message and an attachment of the recording,

along with a candid note about Annie’s enthusiasm over Coles and her own

apprehensions about auditioning.

Later in the day, Tripp, mired in the monotony of school, receives Lyla's

message. Excited and curious, he hastily retreats to a quiet place to listen. As

the music begins, Lyla’s voice draws him in with its sincerity and depth. The

lyrics of the song reflect Lyla's feelings of escape and the comfort she finds

in her music, echoing a desire for a space where she can simply ‘play’

without the pressure to perform. The song deeply resonates with Tripp,

reminding him of a childhood memory—a small town, a squirrel on a

telephone wire, and the sense of magic in its effortless rhythm that he feared

disrupting by speaking aloud. He describes this feeling to Lyla, likening it to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


the enchanting experience her song evoked.

Encouraged by Lyla’s request to hear one of his songs, Tripp wrestles with

self-doubt as he contemplates sharing his own music. The chapter concludes

with a moment of vulnerability and connection—Lyla asks for Tripp's phone

number, suggesting a new level of communication and perhaps

collaboration. Tripp hesitantly provides it, realizing the daunting yet thrilling

possibility of a conversation beyond the safety of text, feeling both terrified

and hopeful about what might come next.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Overcoming Self-Doubt by Sharing Your Passion

Critical Interpretation: You often harbor self-doubt when it comes to

sharing something deeply personal like your music, art, or true

feelings. Chapter 17 from 'Guitar Notes' reveals the inspiring journey

of Lyla, who overcomes her fears and hesitations by sharing her

musical creation with Tripp. It's a testament to the courage you muster

when you peel away the protective layers of apprehension. In

embracing vulnerability and sending out that piece of yourself into the

world, you open doors to meaningful connections and growth.

Translating this into your life, consider where you might be holding

back. Whether it’s starting that new project, expressing your thoughts,

or reaching out to someone who's supported your journey, sharing

your passion can lead to profound mutual understanding and open

unexpected pathways.
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Chapter 18 Summary: October 17. Friday.

Summary:

On a seemingly ordinary Friday, the lives of Tripp and Lyla intersect in

unexpected ways, illuminating their distinct yet overlapping worlds. Tripp

occupies a small practice room, jotting down quirky conversation starters on

the music stand, a reflection of his anxious anticipation of call from Ms. E.

More than anything, Tripp is focused on completing a song he wishes to

record for Lyla, indicating his burgeoning feelings for her and his dedication

to music.

Meanwhile, in the school hallway, Lyla, a gifted cellist, hesitates to call

Tripp, despite her confidence in playing before Kennedy Center judges.

Opting for a text instead, she faces the scrutiny of her friend Annie, who is

curious about Lyla's burgeoning connection with the enigmatic Tripp

Broody. Their exchange is playful yet guarded, as Lyla insists there's

nothing significant between her and Tripp. But privately, Lyla seems

intrigued by Tripp, as evidenced by her spontaneous decision to try calling

him—an act that results in an amusing exchange about rugs and aardvarks,

adding depth to their connection.

Amid this backdrop, Tripp navigates a tense home environment. His mother,
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preoccupied with community duties like the Slater Creek Parkway Cleanup

Committee, sees his passion for music as a distraction, particularly since his

grades have suffered. Despite this, Tripp yearns for the solace his guitar

provides, feeling increasingly isolated after his friend Josh moved away.

After a sharp exchange with his mother about valuing music, Tripp escapes

into the outdoors, biking along the parkway—a place that holds poignant

memories of his deceased father.

During his ride, Tripp has a tense encounter with a deer crossing the road,

narrowly avoiding an accident. This near-miss leaves him pensive, desiring

to share the moment with Lyla, confident she would understand the

melancholy of seeing wildlife in human-congested areas. Instead of reaching

out, he diverts to a pawnshop, captivated by a guitar in the window—not

merely as an object, but as a potential gateway back to the music that gives

him purpose.

Through these overlapping vignettes, the narrative stitches together the inner

worlds of Tripp and Lyla. Despite external pressures and internal hesitations,

music remains the constant thread drawing them together, promising new

chapters in both their lives.
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Chapter 19 Summary: October 18. Saturday.

In a delightful teenage tale of ambition, trust, and unspoken pressures, we

 step into Tripp’s world on a Saturday, October 18. Tripp, a young aspiring

musician, finds himself at the Bank of America at 10:01 a.m., attempting to

withdraw from his savings to buy a guitar. However, he confronts a

frustrating reality when the bank denies his request due to a freeze placed on

his account by his mother, Terry Broody. Heartbroken, Tripp realizes that

despite it being his money, he cannot access it without her consent,

reflecting the control she exerts over aspects of his life.

During this bank debacle, he receives an unexpected yet welcome text from

Lyla, a peer who sways between light-hearted banter and meaningful

exchanges. Lyla is at her youth orchestra (Metz Youth Orchestra) rehearsal,

which presents a contrast to Tripp’s music frustrations. Their playful

conversation reveals Tripp's ambitions and the obstacles he faces since his

mother confiscated his guitar, further emphasizing his desire for music as his

outlet.

As Tripp leaves the bank, feeling deflated, he vengefully hides his mother’s

checkbook in the freezer. This symbolic tit-for-tat reflects his inner turmoil

and rebellion against parental oversight.

By 12:47 p.m., in solitude, Tripp records his emotions through journaling or
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diary entries exchanged with a mysterious correspondent, Mr. Odd. This

dialogue draws parallels between Tripp and his pen pal, who reveals the

tragedy of losing her mother early on. The correspondence discloses these

two teenagers’ shared experiences—dealing with a single parent and feeling

internal and external pressures from different sources.

Both characters express a sense of feeling disconnected from their true

selves, represented through imagery of metaphoric explosions and

reflections. Tripp introduces his belief in a “Vibe Theory,” where he can

sense unique energies or vibrations from inanimate objects. This whimsical

concept is matched by his correspondent’s vivid imaginary experiences of

heightened auditory perceptions, emphasizing the shared creativity and

sensitivity between them.

The chapter ends with a playful exchange that sets a challenge for Tripp to

record a song he has composed and send it as an MP3. Despite his initial

hesitance to share his music due to self-consciousness, Tripp’s acceptance of

this challenge signifies a step toward vulnerability and trust.

Through a cycle of text messages, Tripp and his mysterious peer paint a

portrait of friendship, understanding, and parallel struggles, making each of

them feel less alone in their peculiar yet similar worlds.
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Chapter 20: October 19. Sunday.

October 19, Sunday - Tripp’s Room; 7:13 P.M.

In Tripp's room, a typical teenage scene unfolds as he sings to himself until

his mom enters, bearing a plate of freshly baked brownies. The rich scent of

"superchunk chocolate" fills the room, but Tripp's mind is less on the

indulgent aroma and more on his mother's covert agenda. As she offers him

the brownies, she nonchalantly brings up the study materials that have been

posted online for his Intro to Tech class and a new physics

worksheet—subtle reminders of the looming academic tasks he would rather

ignore.

Tripp, keenly aware of his mom's intentions, appreciates the gesture but

mentally resents the distraction from his evening plans. Internally, he quips

at his mother's inquiry with thoughts of playful resistance, referring to her as

a "Termite in Residence" for trying to sweeten him up amidst the dreariness

of his academic workload. Despite his internal defiance, Tripp accepts the

plate, and although tempted to request a scoop of vanilla ice cream to

complement the brownies, he refrains. Drawing attention to the freezer could

expose his mischievous act of hiding his mom's checkbook there.

The conversation shifts to his tutoring sessions, where Tripp is forced to
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acknowledge his guilt. When his mom mentions Benjamin Fick, his tutor,

Tripp's response drips with irony masked as politeness. His mom, picking up

on the sarcasm, chides him gently. Tripp, embracing the dramatic art of

sarcasm, responds theatrically—highlighting his characteristic humor even

in mundane interactions.

Before she leaves, Tripp’s mom asks about her missing checkbook—a

question charged with heavy suspicion. Feigning innocence, Tripp casually

dismisses any involvement, his mouth conveniently stuffed with brownie.

Inside, Tripp experiences a wave of "superchunk" guilt as he maintains the

facade, all while yearning for the melting sweetness of ice cream, now

ironically connected to his secret mischief. With each bite, Tripp navigates

the thin line between his playful rebellion and his mother's probing

questions, layering the trivial with an essence of youthful cunning.
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Chapter 21 Summary: October 20. Monday.

October 20 - Monday

Scene: Practice Room B, 11:23 A.M.

Tripp is adjusting to the unusual schedule of using Practice Room B on an

even day, a switch made possible by his unexpected friendship with Lyla

Marks, who normally occupies the room. When he arrives, he finds a playful

message, "Just sing," carved on his guitar by Lyla, showcasing her

encouragement towards his musical pursuits. Tripp begins practicing his

original song, reflecting his feelings of being an outsider through lyrics that

describe him as "odd," someone who doesn't fit the normal pattern. Despite

enjoying the creative process, he struggles to record it smoothly, ending the

session with a sense of failure.

As he leaves, anxiety kicks in at the thought of encountering Lyla and her

friends in the hallway. Seeking refuge at a drinking fountain, he is surprised

when Lyla interrupts the group’s momentum to approach him, leaving him a

note before slipping back to her friends. Tripp retreats to read her message,

where she humorously admits eavesdropping on his practice and praises his

talent. Encouraged, he responds with playful banter, suggestions for learning
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guitar, and gratitude for her support.

Scene: Lyla's Room, 7:16 P.M.

Lyla writes back, explaining she delayed her response due to practicing after

school. She appreciates Tripp's guitar tips but confesses the relief she feels

from trading practice rooms, subtly indicating a need for space from Annie,

a peer who uses the same room on odd days. The two engage in a witty

exchange about guilt, inspired by Edgar Allan Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart,"

resolving to compose a "Guilt Song" each, sparking a creative challenge.

Lyla suggests Tripp carry a notebook to capture fleeting ideas, fostering

their growing camaraderie.

Throughout their correspondence, a bond rooted in mutual encouragement

and shared musical aspirations blossoms, setting the stage for further

collaborations and personal revelations. The chapter weaves their individual

struggles and support into a narrative of friendship and artistic growth.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Mutual encouragement in friendship

Critical Interpretation: In the chapter, Tripp and Lyla demonstrate the

profound impact that mutual encouragement in friendship can have on

creative and personal growth. Lyla's simple gesture of carving 'Just

sing' on Tripp's guitar serves as a powerful reminder of how words of

encouragement can uplift and reshape one's outlook. This

encouragement fuels Tripp's motivation to continue pursuing his

passion for music, despite facing challenges and self-doubt. Similarly,

Tripp reciprocates Lyla's support, offering her practical advice and

collaboration ideas that inspire her musical journey as well. This

narrative illustrates how supportive friendships can be a sanctuary,

providing the strength needed to overcome personal hurdles and

embrace one's uniqueness. The powerful dynamic of encouragement

reinforces the significance of building friendships that nurture

creativity, confidence, and resilience, embodying the essence of

transcendent partnerships that inspire and elevate our lives.
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Chapter 22 Summary: October 24. Friday.

Lyla finds herself tangled in emotional chaos following a misunderstanding

 at school. After retrieving a notebook from her locker, gifted by her friend

Tripp, she ponders the song lyrics she's penned, almost wishing she could

disappear into a world of her own creativity. Reality interrupts as she recalls

her commitment to meet her friend Annie and go shopping for new

performance outfits.

Annie calls, her voice tinged with irritation, confronting Lyla about a

supposed solo audition for the school talent show. Confused, Lyla hastily

heads toward the music wing to investigate. Sure enough, Tripp had jokingly

signed her up without her consent, penciling her in for a guitar

solo—something far from her comfort zone as a cellist.

A clash follows as Annie accuses Lyla of keeping secrets, particularly

regarding her friendship with Tripp. Lyla insists it was a simple

misunderstanding and not a sign of any romantic involvement. Despite her

attempts to explain, Annie remains skeptical, her mind clouded with

preconceptions about Tripp’s unconventional nature and social isolation.

The tension between the friends is palpable, and when Annie invites Lyla to

go shopping, Lyla produces a convenient, though fabricated, excuse about a

dentist appointment to avoid the outing. Once Annie leaves, Lyla feels a mix
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of guilt and relief, choosing to savor the solitude of a walk home under the

vibrant autumn leaves rather than confront further social strain.

During her walk, Lyla receives a call from Tripp. The conversation swings

back to playful banter about music and the talent show. Tripp explains he

didn't anticipate the fallout of his prank, and Lyla playfully retaliates by

suggesting she signs him up for the same event. As their exchange

progresses, it’s clear they both find solace in each other's company, free

from the pressures and judgments of the outside world.

While the tension with Annie highlights the struggle between societal

expectations and personal desires, Lyla discovers an inner harmony when

interacting with Tripp. Their dialogue about sharing music underlines a

connection beyond mere friendship, resonating deeply with Lyla. The

conversation ends on lighthearted terms, leaving Lyla feeling uplifted.

As she continues home, the natural beauty around her mirrors her internal

reflection. With Tripp, she feels a soothing resonance, as if he activates a

part of her that's both new and familiar. This newfound chord within her

reverberates with the hope that music—like friendship—thrives best when

shared.
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Chapter 23 Summary: October 28. Tuesday.

In this chapter, we follow the journey of Tripp and Lyla, two budding

 musicians who find themselves sneakily converging in Practice Room B at

their school. Tripp hesitates at first, almost backing away from the door

before finding the courage to step in, just in time to avoid crossing paths

with Patricia Kent, a teacher known for her strictness. Inside the room, he

meets Lyla, whose presence is warm and inviting, instantly putting him

more at ease. 

Their conversation is filled with humor and camaraderie as they mask the

scent of Lyla's tuna sandwich by opening a window, joking about a

non-existent ocean view. This light-hearted banter sets the stage for a

deeper, more vulnerable exchange of music and emotions. Both find solace

in sharing their original compositions with each other, a nerve-wracking

experience given their mutual admiration but also their insecurities.

Lyla first shares her song, a haunting melody riddled with the theme of guilt,

drawing inspiration from Edgar Allan Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart." Her

performance is raw and captivating, leaving Tripp impressed by the

emotional depth she injects into her lyrics. Encouraged by her bravery, Tripp

then shares his composition. His song, resonating around themes of guilt and

self-doubt, perfectly intertwines with Lyla's melody, sparking the realization

that their pieces are polyphonic—two melodies that fit together
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harmoniously.

The scene highlights the organic magic of their collaboration, as they record

and overlay their songs, basking in the realization that their creative works

complement one another beautifully. This connection exemplifies the

essence of polyphony, a concept made popular during the Baroque period by

composers like Bach, emphasizing the power of combined melodic voices.

Later, in the busy hallways of Rockland High, Lyla calls Tripp to discuss

their science curriculum, marveling at how sound waves work—a topic that

naturally dovetails with their shared passion for music. Her enthusiasm

showcases her intellectual curiosity, though the conversation must end

abruptly when Lyla's friend Annie approaches. Lyla tries to keep her

newfound friendship with Tripp under wraps, fearing Annie's proclivity to

overreact.

Annie's suspicion grows when she spots the notebook Lyla cherishes, a gift

from Tripp, cementing the notion that significant changes are occurring in

Lyla's life. As the day unfolds, it becomes evident that Lyla and Tripp's

clandestine meetings in Practice Room B are not just about music; they mark

the evolution of an unexpected friendship rooted in honesty, mutual

encouragement, and the unexpected harmony of their creative expressions.
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Chapter 24: October 29. Wednesday.

Summary of Chapters:

OCTOBER 29. WEDNESDAY.

PRACTICE ROOM B; 11:25 A.M.

Tripp enters an empty practice room and immediately misses the presence of

Lyla. Opening his guitar case, he finds an encouraging note from her,

challenging him to write a waltz in ¾ time. This inspires Tripp to take on the

challenge, sparking his creativity.

ROCKLAND HALLWAY, 3:13 P.M.

Lyla encounters Tripp in the bustling school hallway, and they engage in

lighthearted banter. Tripp excitedly shares a revelation he had in science

class about everything vibrating at a molecular level. This ties into his

personal belief that even inanimate objects have vibrations, or "vibes," he

can feel. Their shared enthusiasm leads them to discuss collaborating on the

waltz, which Tripp has tentatively named "The Pomegranate Waltz."
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THE METRO; 4:09 P.M.

Tripp receives a call from his mom, who insists he attend an interview at

Crenshaw, a school she believes would be a better fit for him. Despite his

initial resistance, she offers him a deal: if he attends the interview with an

open mind, she will return his confiscated guitar. Motivated by the prospect

of getting his guitar back, Tripp agrees. He quickly informs Lyla of the good

news while traveling on the Metro, where he pauses to appreciate a street

musician playing "What a Wonderful World," experiencing the deep

resonance and connectivity of music.

LYLA’S HOUSE; 9:42 P.M.

Later that night, as Lyla serves ice cream to herself and her dad, she receives

a call from Tripp. To deflect her dad's curiosity, she explains it’s a classmate

calling about homework. Tripp, however, is more interested in

philosophically wondering about the sound the moon might make, aligning

with their earlier discussion about vibrations. Lyla, amused but cautious

under her dad's watchful eye, maintains the facade of discussing algebra

assignments. Their conversation is cut short, and despite her dad's concerns

about Tripp's interruptions, Lyla is secretly delighted by their quirky

exchange and Tripp's unique perspective on life.

Through these interactions, the bond between Lyla and Tripp deepens,
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grounded in their shared love for music and curiosity about the world. Their

playful banter and creative collaboration highlight their growing friendship

amidst the pressures of school and parental expectations.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 25 Summary: October 30. Thursday.

Summary

Practice Room B; 11:33 A.M.

Tripp enters Practice Room B, meeting his music partner, Lyla. Tripp is

working on a composition assignment called "Pomegranate Waltz" in

three-four time. As he plays, the duo attempts to craft lyrics, experimenting

with themes ranging from whimsical to personal, finally settling on a more

intimate set of lines. Their session evolves with Lyla guiding Tripp on

harmonizing, despite his initial hesitation. As they finish, they dream of

performing publicly, even considering playing in the Metro. However, their

aspirations are abruptly interrupted by the arrival of Ms. Kettering and Mr.

Jacoby, who reprimand them for misusing the practice space. Tripp loses his

privilege to use the practice room, despite Lyla's protest that it was her idea.

Rockland Hallway; 3:16 P.M.

Lyla, distressed by the morning's event, navigates her afternoon in a daze.

After class, she decides to find Tripp but is intercepted by her friend Annie,

who confronts her with the revelation of Tripp's unauthorized presence in the

practice room. The confrontation exposes fractures in Lyla and Annie's
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friendship, fueled by accusations of deception and betrayal. Lyla attempts to

explain her actions, emphasizing her need for space and autonomy, but

Annie dismisses her, ending their conversation in unresolved tension.

The Broodys’ Car; 4:27 P.M.

Tripp faces another challenge as his mother picks him up for an interview at

Crenshaw School, a prestigious institution with strict expectations. Although

Tripp manages to humorously navigate the interview without sarcasm, his

mother's demeanor shifts when she reveals her discovery of his deceit about

the practice room. She asserts that if he gains entry to Crenshaw and

maintains good grades, only then can he have his guitar back for the

summer. The ultimatum, delivered with finality, leaves Tripp silent and

furious. Upon returning home, he contacts Lyla, finding solace in her voice,

and they share mutual dismay over their situations.

Tripp's Room; 8:26 P.M.

Later that evening, Lyla calls Tripp, whispering in excitement about a

surprise: she has created a website for their musical duo, the Thrum Society,

advertising their availability for events like weddings. She sets a secretive

meeting for the next evening, promising a plan that will cheer him up.

Curious but hopeful, Tripp clings to this glimpse of positivity, believing that

their musical journey might still flourish.
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Lyla's Room; 9:32 P.M.

In her own room, Lyla reads a message from Annie announcing she has

joined a new music group, marking a shift in their friendship dynamics.

Though the message brings relief by absolving Lyla of responsibility for

Annie, it also signifies an end to a chapter in their relationship. Lyla

acknowledges Annie's decision with support, fully embracing the path she

has chosen with Tripp, believing that this new direction might lead them to

success and fulfillment in their musical aspirations.
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Chapter 26 Summary: October 31. Friday.

In this chapter of a book set on Halloween, the narrative follows Tripp, a

 boy on a bike who is meeting his friend Lyla in their neighborhood. They

navigate to their meeting through a series of lighthearted phone exchanges,

emphasizing their playful friendship. Lyla, who is carrying a cello case, has

orchestrated a surprise for Tripp.

The neighborhood is bathed in the festive spirit of Halloween, with children

in costumes running around decorated homes. Tripp grows curious as Lyla

leads him through various blocks, maintaining a parallel path to avoid

suspicion from others. Their banter is filled with teasing and mathematical

musings, which reflect their close friendship marked by endearing quirks.

They ultimately convene at a secluded tree house in a neighbor's backyard.

Here, Lyla reveals her secret surprise: she smuggled the school guitar in her

cello case so Tripp can play until he gets his guitar back. This clandestine

and somewhat rebellious act cements Lyla’s role as a creative

problem-solver, almost mischievously Robin Hood-like, using music as a

bond between them.

Within the cozy confines of the tree house, filled with the scents of cedar

and the soft ambiance of candlelight, they work on a song they are

composing together. The presence of a digital recorder indicates that they are
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preserving their musical creation, planning to share it online. An intimate

performance results in satisfaction over their lyrical and harmonic

collaboration.

An underlying tension surfaces when Lyla accidentally drops Tripp’s guitar

pick—a treasured memento associated with his late father and their visits to

a cherished family retreat at Little Deer Lake. Tripp’s initial silence signifies

the depth of his attachment, rooted in poignant memories. However, Lyla’s

pressing family obligations interrupt their time, leading her to leave

abruptly, stirred by a mix of frustration and understanding.

Back at Lyla's house, a confrontation with her father piques as he discovers

her lie about being at a friend's house. Meanwhile, Tripp finds the missing

pick, offering relief through an apology letter he delivers with heartfelt

explanations about the pick's sentimental worth. Lyla’s response, initially

tinged with sarcasm over text, soon reconciles their friendship through

deeper insights.

Later, a whispered phone call between them relieves lingering tensions.

They discuss potential future plans, including Lyla’s interest in attending

Coles, a prestigious music school, entailing a possible move which her father

supports. Their conversation ends with Tripp listening to "The Pomegranate

Waltz," reflecting on how effortlessly their voices blend, capturing a fleeting

sense of perfection.
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This chapter is a tender exploration of youthful camaraderie and shared

creativity, interwoven with the complexities of personal history and budding

independence, all set against the simple backdrop of an autumn evening.
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Chapter 27 Summary: November 2. Sunday

In this chapter, Tripp and Lyla are at their regular hangout spot—a cozy tree

 house, a refuge from the pressures of their everyday lives. Tripp, eager to

share both some news and chocolate, beckons Lyla to join him. He jokes

about avoiding his toxic home environment and tries to lift the tense mood.

Lyla arrives burdened by the stress of her family and her strained

relationship with her sister Annie, with whom she still has to cooperate in

social settings like their carpool to the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra

(MYO). She’s also feeling the pressure from her father about an upcoming

audition at Coles, which she doesn’t want to attend. Her worries extend to

the future of their tree house retreats as winter approaches and her concern

that Tripp might be sent to Crenshaw due to his grades.

Tripp counteracts her fears with optimism, assuring her of a warm fall and

winter forecast and his plan to improve academically. He urges Lyla to

communicate her feelings to her father about the audition. Then, he reveals

their potential lifeline—an email from Ruby Darling at the Pomegranate

Playhouse, inviting them to play at a wedding on November 22. Though it's

a dilemma because it coincides with Lyla’s Coles audition, Lyla quickly

devises a plan where they can do both by using the afternoon for the gig and

attending her audition later. She suggests that they study together during

lunchtime to improve Tripp's grades, proposing meetings in the tree house to
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practice for the wedding.

Exploring ways to fund their plan, Lyla, calling herself Ms. Even in playful

correspondence with Tripp (Mr. Odd), devises another masterstroke: saving

some money from her cello lessons to afford a cab to the wedding. Despite

some initial hesitance, she convinces Tripp that they are ready for their

public debut. With their plans in motion, and a share of youthful daring, they

set out to seize the thrilling opportunity ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Collaboration and Creativity

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, the collaboration between Tripp

and Lyla serves as a powerful reminder of how working together and

embracing each other's strengths can open new doors and offer

creative solutions to challenges. Faced with family pressure, academic

obstacles, and scheduling conflicts, both characters decide to

collaborate in harmony, blending Tripp's optimism with Lyla’s

strategic thinking to devise a plan that allows them to pursue their

passions while meeting their obligations. By pooling their talents, they

not only manage their present hurdles but also grow more resilient and

prepared for future endeavors. This narrative inspires us to seek

creative collaborations in our own lives, where synergy and open

communication lead to unexpected possibilities and fulfillment.
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Chapter 28: November 5. Wednesday.

In the cafeteria at school, Lyla and Tripp are having an animated discussion

 about science, more specifically about the concept of forced vibration and

resonance. Lyla, who often prefers practical demonstrations, pulls out her

lunch and prepares to explore the scientific idea with Tripp. She explains

that when one tuning fork vibrates, it sends vibrations through the air that

can cause another tuning fork with the same frequency to vibrate even

without being struck. This phenomenon is known as resonance, a term also

used metaphorically to describe ideas or feelings that "resonate" with us.

Tripp relates this scientific concept to his own personal theories,

distinguishing between his "Thrum Theory" and "Vibe Theory." "Thrum

Theory," he explains, posits that each soul has a unique frequency at which

it vibrates. He believes that when a person's soul is in harmony with

something—a guitar, for instance—it is because their soul's vibrations match

the vibrations of that object. Lyla, intrigued, extends the idea, suggesting

that such resonant connections could also explain why individuals are drawn

to particular things or people, proposing that compatible soul frequencies

could be the reason for personal attractions and affinities.

As they discuss these theories, their connection becomes clearer, symbolized

by their close proximity and the warmth of their smiles. They conclude by

toasting to the idea of "resonance," acknowledging both its scientific and
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metaphorical significance, as they tap their pencils together in a gesture

reminiscent of clinking glasses. Through this dialogue, they explore the

intertwining of science with philosophical musings about human

connections, marking a deeper understanding and bond between them.
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Chapter 29 Summary: November 7. Friday.

On a chilly November evening, we find ourselves in a narrow, dimly-lit

 alley behind Broody’s Rug & Carpet, where Tripp waits under a light,

preparing for a covert operation. In this shadowy setting, the dark and

mysterious environment echoes the suspenseful vibe of classic heist stories.

Enter Lyla, who's donned a comically exaggerated disguise complete with a

beret, mittens, and sunglasses, reminiscent of a character in a playful caper

film. Her laughter upon seeing Tripp in a makeshift disguise—featuring a

knit cap and fake mustache—sets a lighthearted tone for their evening

escapade.

The duo’s mission involves moving a pomegranate-labeled rug under the

cover of darkness. Tripp, feigning criminal ingenuity, had smuggled it out

earlier while his mother remained blissfully unaware inside, deeply afraid of

the alley’s rat inhabitants. Their plan is to travel four miles to their

destination—830 Bradford Road—a trek impossible without the convenient

yet seldom-used service of a taxi.

Upon exiting the alley, the frigid air and visible breath add to the heist

atmosphere as Lyla evokes the image of Bonnie and Clyde, infamous

partners-in-crime. After some effort, they flag down a taxi, introducing us to

Aamod, an amicable cab driver with an orange turban and a penchant for

music. As they load the rug, now humorously protruding from the window,
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Aamod’s initial suspicion transforms into warmth when informed of their

musical duo, the Thrum Society—a fledgling band aiming for stardom.

Inside the car, the teens share moments of laughter and camaraderie, singing

for Aamod who, delighting in the impromptu performance, offers them

future rides to their gigs. Given the snowy forecast, this cab ride not only

transports them physically but symbolically serves as their 'magic carpet

ride.' They arrive at their destination without incident, waving to Aamod as

he drives away—sheer gratitude in light of their successful stealth maneuver.

As they consider leaving a note on the rug for the recipient, Henry, whispers

of "From Santa" or "From the Thrum Society" arise. Amidst the banter and

quick ducking into shadows to avoid detection by a vigilant neighbor, their

mission veers closer to comedy than crime. Their near-miss with a

skateboard and playful freeze frame as lawn trolls add a comedic twist.

With the rug successfully placed on the porch, the pair turns laughingly

clandestine, darting into the night with the thrill of mischief in their hearts.

The incident raises the stakes when a police car rolls past, prompting a tense

but humor-laden conversation about appearing natural and devoid of guilt.

Once the danger passes, the narrative shifts from adrenaline-fueled escapade

to a tender moment as Lyla and Tripp pause under the streetlights, reveling

in the season's first snow. The snowflakes, like confetti in the glow,
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metaphorically celebrate their youthful adventure. Their journey ends not

with guilt but with the sense of a world throwing them a party—a testament

to the joy of shared experiences on a crisp autumn night.
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Chapter 30 Summary: November 22. Saturday.

Saturday, November 22: At the Pomegranate Playhouse

Tripp and Lyla, a young pair involved in music, arrive at the whimsically

named Pomegranate Playhouse, a charming rustic venue adorned with

pumpkin décor and nestled in the woods by a lake. While Tripp is anxious

about performing in front of an audience for the first time, Lyla encourages

him by recalling her own experiences with large audiences. The playhouse is

run by an elderly woman named Ruby, who is preparing for her wedding

ceremony. Surprisingly, Ruby introduces them to her groom, Romeo, who is

as vibrant and full of life as she is. He entertains the crowd with his

accordion, humor, and the enchanting story of meeting Ruby in Italy. The

couple's deep love during their vows captivates Tripp and Lyla, setting a

perfect stage for their musical performance.

The duo’s harmonious and heartfelt performance is a magical experience for

them, especially Tripp, who feels an unprecedented sense of connection with

the audience. It results in an emotional high, harmonizing beautifully with

the love emanating from Ruby, Romeo, and the gathered audience. After the

ceremony and lively celebration, they decide to take a rowboat out on the

lake, enjoying its serene beauty and discussing the serendipitous series of

events that led them to this moment. As they play and create music together,
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they realize their fortuitous collaboration and connection.

However, their serene moment is abruptly interrupted when Lyla's father

appears, angry after discovering their escapade. He had tracked them down

by reading Lyla's messages on her computer, disapproving of their secretive

activities. Lyla's father demands she leave immediately, forbidding their

friendship. Tripp is left feeling shattered as Lyla is taken away without a

chance to defend him or their budding friendship.

The Markses' Car Ride

As they drive, Mr. Marks criticizes Lyla for her actions, emphasizing the

importance of her upcoming cello audition, which he fears she is

jeopardizing. Lyla, regretful for not standing up for Tripp, feels trapped by

her father's expectations and reflects on the special moments she shared with

Tripp earlier. Her attempts to communicate about Tripp’s character and their

genuine friendship are disregarded by her father, who can't see past his

anxiety and traditional values. During their tense journey, a sudden accident

occurs when a deer darts onto the road, causing their car to crash into a tree.

Tripp's Ride Home
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In the meantime, Tripp endures a difficult conversation with his mother

during their drive home. She, having received a critical phone call from Mr.

Marks, is aggravated and disappointed by Tripp’s supposed role in coaxing

Lyla into deception. Tripp’s attempts to explain are dismissed, and a stern

set of punishments, including apologies and extra responsibilities, is laid out.

The Aftermath

The narrative abruptly shifts back to the accident scene. Lyla is trapped in

the wrecked car, barely conscious, and confused as her father desperately

calls for help. The vivid imagery underscores the serious nature of the

accident and Lyla's precarious state.

Back in his room later, Tripp, unaware of the accident, writes a heartfelt

message to Lyla. He pleads with her to meet him in their secret treehouse to

talk. He's eager to return the money they earned from the performance and

desperate to maintain their friendship despite the challenges.

The chapter intricately weaves a tale of young friendship, budding love,

unexpected challenges, and the uncertainties of life, all set against the

backdrop of music as a unifying force. Through these chapters, the reader is

left eagerly anticipating the outcome of Lyla's life-changing accident and the

future of her and Tripp's relationship amid the constraints set by her father
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and the misunderstandings between families.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Moments of Connection

Critical Interpretation: In the whimsical, rustic Pomegranate

Playhouse, as you witness Tripp and Lyla performing before an

audience for the first time, realize the transformative power of

connection. Tripp, though initially anxious, discovers an exhilarating

sensation of unity and fulfillment during the performance. It's as if the

very air vibrates with shared emotions, blending their music with an

audience captured by the profound love between Ruby and Romeo.

This magical shared experience becomes a revelation for Tripp,

highlighting how embracing genuine moments of connection can lift

you to emotional heights, instilling harmony even amidst life's

uncertainties. Let it inspire you to open yourself to authentic

interactions, for both creating and sharing joyful memories can nurture

the heart, fostering resilience in the face of challenges.
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Chapter 31 Summary: November 23. Sunday.

In the narrative, we are introduced to Tripp Broody, a young boy who

 regrets the consequences of his secret friendship with Lyla Marks, evident

from his heartfelt apology to Mr. Marks. Tripp is deeply concerned about

how their friendship, which blossomed through shared musical interests like

playing the guitar and songwriting, has impacted Lyla's dedication to her

cello practice. Tripp is not a negative influence, as he clarifies, but rather,

their time together was positive and supportive, with Lyla even helping

Tripp develop his interest in science.

Later in the evening, Tripp's worry grows over the sudden silence from Lyla.

Despite understanding that her father likely blocked his attempts to

communicate, his concern is genuine, leading him to leave a note

apologizing and promising restitution in hopes of mending the situation. His

anxiety is palpable as he imagines extreme scenarios, such as Lyla being

kept away from him.

Meanwhile, unbeknownst to Tripp, Lyla is in a critical condition in the

hospital's Surgical Intensive Care Unit. She is immobilized and unconscious,

her condition severe following an accident that left her with a shaved head, a

piece of her skull removed, and a cast on her leg. She is being cared for with

tubes for hydration and medication to reduce brain swelling. The atmosphere

is sterile and mechanical, highlighted by the rhythmic hiss of a ventilator,
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indicating her fragile state. Mentally, she drifts in a dream-like state,

envisioning herself floating in a dark green lake, signifying her detachment

from reality and her current battle for life.

Thus, the chapter unfolds a poignant story of youthful friendship,

misunderstanding, and the unforeseen calamities that life sometimes thrusts

upon us, leaving Tripp unaware of the true extent of Lyla's absence.
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Chapter 32: November 24. Monday.

On November 24th, a Monday morning, Tripp arrives at the orchestra room

 with a guitar and a note of apology, expecting to find Lyla there since it's an

even day and first period is when she usually arrives. Instead, he

inadvertently overhears a conversation between Mr. Jacoby and Mr. Sanders

discussing Lyla's accident. The details are incomplete, and before he can

gather more, Mr. Jacoby notices him and the conversation halts. The teacher

accepts the guitar and note without explanation, directing Tripp to head to

class.

In a state of confusion, Tripp encounters Annie, who appears distressed and

avoids discussing what happened. As the school day progresses, he receives

no clarity about Lyla's condition, only rumors swirling through the

halls—her injuries vary from a broken leg to a concussion, and speculations

about her recovery range from promising to dire.

At lunch, Tripp impulsively calls Lyla, fully aware it might be futile, and

writes notes to Annie to find out more but discards them all. His growing

anxiety is compounded when his mother reminds him of his after-school

responsibilities. She inundates him with trivial questions, perhaps trying to

maintain normalcy while he numbly confirms he completed his daily tasks.

Determined to find answers, Tripp uses a computer to search local hospitals,
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hoping one might admit knowledge of Lyla's whereabouts. After repeated

calls yield nothing, he thinks to search near the Pomegranate Playhouse,

which leads him to the right hospital. Upon confirming Lyla is there, he's

met with a firm refusal to disclose her condition, as he's not family. He's left

in the dark, filled with worry.

With no other option, Tripp returns home and buries himself in his room. He

listens to a recording of Lyla and himself singing on a boat, a haunting

reminder of happier times, which now feels cruelly out of reach. Desperate

and unable to connect with Lyla or get any real information, Tripp is left

with only his growing fears and the distant hope she will be alright.
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Chapter 33 Summary: November 26. Wednesday.

Summary: November 26

Rockland School, 8:21 A.M.

Tripp learns from Mr. Sanders that Lyla, a girl from his school, has been

transferred to a special hospital due to a coma following a car accident.

Tripp is unsure of what "coma" fully entails and is too afraid to ask more.

During lunch, Tripp encounters Annie, who plans to visit Lyla with a basket

of stuffed animals. Although Tripp wants to send a note with them, he's

hesitant, fearing disciplinary action from Mr. Marks.

Tripp’s Room, 7:53 P.M.

In his room, Tripp researches comas online, discovering that people in

comas can hear but cannot wake a part of their brain to respond. He reads

about a woman who never woke up from a coma, which disturbs him deeply.

His mother interrupts him, holding an email from Crenshaw about his

academic status, demanding they discuss it. Tripp becomes overwhelmed

and reveals Lyla's accident to his mother, expressing his uncertainty about
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her recovery. He leaves the house, wrestling with feelings of loss and

frustration, which manifest in him breaking flowerpots outside.

After some time, his mother joins him, sharing information she learned from

another parent about the accident. She reassures Tripp that Lyla's injury isn't

anyone's fault, explaining that a deer had caused the accident. She

acknowledges the seriousness of the injury but encourages hope due to the

resilience of young people. Tripp expresses his desire to visit Lyla, but his

mother cautions against it, fearing it might overwhelm Lyla's family. They

share a quiet, introspective moment under the cold night sky.

Hospital, 9:06 P.M.

At the hospital, Lyla's father tries to comfort his comatose daughter. He

places a soft teddy bear in her hand, pleading for any sign of recognition,

hoping she can hear him. He informs her about positive medical updates,

urging her to open her eyes, his voice heavy with emotion and desperation as

he waits for his daughter to wake up.
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Chapter 34 Summary: November 27. Thursday.

In the contemplative quiet of a Thanksgiving drive, Tripp is consumed by

 thoughts of Lyla, whose life hangs in the balance after a tragic accident.

Despite the holiday meant for gratitude and family, Tripp's mind drifts to the

recent past and the chain of events that led to this moment. He reflects on

Lyla, a cherished friend whose path crossed his, bringing unexpected

sorrow. Haunted by guilt, he can't shake the feeling that his connection to

her brought misfortune, replaying the "what-ifs." His mother, offering a

calm presence from the driver's seat, suggests soothing him with music, but

Tripp declines, needing the quiet to process his aching heart.

They arrive at Aunt Gertrude’s house as dusk falls. The warm Thanksgiving

setting inside contrasts sharply with Tripp's inner turmoil. He is burdened by

the song they sang just before the accident—a cruel irony that gnaws at him.

His mom, sensing his despair, offers to reach out to Tina Chan, Lyla's

contact, for an update. Tripp nods, aware that words may fail him but

grateful for the lifeline his mother provides.

Later, as dinner plates are cleared, Tripp lingers in the foyer, waiting

anxiously for news from his mom’s call. His mother's gentle expression and

deliberately chosen words convey a fragile hope—Lyla is breathing on her

own now, a sign of some progress, yet she remains under the vigilant care of

skilled doctors. His mother tries to reassure him, but Tripp reads between the
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lines; the situation is grave, and despite subtle encouragement, he

understands that the need for expert medical attention speaks to Lyla's

critical condition.

In this moment, Tripp grasps the complexity of life, where connections can

bring profound joy but also deep sorrow. Through his quiet reflection and

the subtle support of his mother, Tripp navigates the emotional landscape of

guilt and hope, trying to come to terms with the unpredictable nature of fate

and the enduring bonds of friendship.
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Chapter 35 Summary: November 30. Sunday.

Summary:

On a gloomy November afternoon at Broody’s Rug & Carpet, Tripp, a

troubled teenager, paces in the workroom, burdened by guilt and concern for

his friend Lyla, who remains unresponsive in the hospital. Despite his

mother's suggestion to stay focused on work, Tripp is haunted by past events

and his connection with Lyla, which he treasures deeply. Lyla and Tripp

share a significant bond through music, as reflected in a video clip sent by

Jimmy, Ruby's son, showcasing their performance at a wedding. The joy and

harmony they once experienced resonate within him, stirring a determination

to do something meaningful.

In the midst of his turmoil, Tripp turns to music, crafting a new song in

honor of Lyla. His conviction pushes him to defy his mother's wishes. He

forcibly retrieves his locked-away guitar, symbolizing his readiness to

confront his fears and seek solace in music. With a heart full of purpose, he

escapes to the hospital, disguising himself as Lyla’s brother to gain entry.

Upon entering her room, Tripp is confronted by Lyla’s fragile form,

reminding him of the urgent need for her recovery. Believing in the power of

their shared musical bond, he begins to play the guitar and sing, hoping his
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voice will reach her, despite her coma. His devotion and music ignite an

emotional release for both him and his mother, who witnesses his heartfelt

performance with tears.

Meanwhile, after Tripp's departure, Lyla’s father, Mr. Marks, enters and

discovers the guitar pick inscribed with "Thrum," left by Tripp. He plays the

recorded song through earbuds, hoping its vibrations can awaken Lyla from

within. As Tripp's song echoes through her senses, Lyla envisions a

beautiful day on the lake, the music guiding her towards consciousness.

Later that night, Tripp, restless in his bedroom, receives a life-affirming call

from Mr. Marks. He shares the miraculous news that Lyla responded by

squeezing his hand—a hopeful sign attributed to Tripp’s music.

Overwhelmed with emotion, Tripp carries this joy to his mother's room,

sharing the news with her. Her worried expression gives way to relief and

warmth, as they both find solace in the healing power of friendship and

music, knowing that Lyla’s recovery journey has begun.
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Chapter 36: December&#x2013;March

Summary of December–March

During this period, several threads of personal and academic decisions

weave through the lives of the characters involved. Tripp Broody, a

character likely in some stage of educational planning, chooses to remain at

his current school rather than transferring to a new one. This decision comes

after a discussion with his father and an evidently favorable, but ultimately

declined, interaction with the staff at Crenshaw.

In a parallel narrative, Lyla, whose recent medical evaluations have been a

concern, receives excellent news. Dr. Husna Ahuja reports to Franklin

Marks that Lyla’s neurological tests show normal functioning, and her

physical recovery from a femur injury is complete. This assures that Lyla

can continue her schooling and participate in extracurricular activities

without restrictions, ensuring her ability to engage fully with her peers and

interests again.

In a separate correspondence, Annie writes to Lyla to express relief over a

personal discussion and mentions a significant decision to attend Coles, an

institution or program that she finds both exciting and daunting. Despite her

nerves, she recognizes its importance with her mother's encouragement.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Additionally, Annie reveals a connection with Bethany, a previous

acquaintance from camp, as a source of familiarity in this new venture.

Furthermore, Annie praises Lyla’s musical talent, having listened to her

compositions online and found them remarkable.

Musicality is a shared theme here, as another note to Lyla suggests the

creative addition of a cello to their recording of a song titled "Lucky Me,"

highlighting a communal and collaborative musical endeavor.

Lastly, a transaction at the House of Musical Traditions underscores the

importance of music in these characters' lives. Molly, a staff member,

processes the purchase of a Luna Acoustic Guitar, signaling a potentially

significant development or investment in musical pursuits. This purchase not

only represents a tangible commitment to music but also adds a layer of

emotional and artistic depth to their journey.

These interconnected events showcase a blend of perseverance, triumph, and

musical exploration within the lives of these characters, setting the stage for

future developments in their personal and creative paths.
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Chapter 37 Summary: March 28. Saturday.

On a sunny Saturday morning, Tripp Broody awakens to the sound of his

 alarm, puzzled about why it's ringing on a weekend. Clarity comes as he

finds a note from his mom explaining that Lyla's dad had called, offering to

pick Tripp up at 10:30 a.m. Tripp's mother promises to let Lyla and her

father explain the rest but expresses her support for whatever plans they have

in mind.

Just as Tripp processes this information, a text from Lyla confirms that she

will soon arrive. Though cryptic about their plans, Lyla's enthusiasm is clear.

Tripp quickly dresses and eats breakfast, ready for whatever the day might

bring.

Soon, there's a knock at the door, and Lyla stands there, guitar case in hand.

With playful nicknames, "Mr. Odd" and "Ms. Even," their camaraderie is

apparent. She reveals they have a "gig" today, much to Tripp's surprise and

excitement. She hands him a permit from the Washington Metropolitan

Transit Authority, allowing them to perform music in the Metro.

Arriving at the station, they present their permit and set up on the bustling

platform. Despite their initial self-consciousness, the vibrant environment

soon fuels their enthusiasm. As they start to play, their music resonates

through the station, capturing the attention of hurried commuters.
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People pause to listen, pulled from their routine by the unexpected melody.

A woman with a suitcase and a man with his little boy stop to enjoy the

music, evidence that Tripp and Lyla’s performance has created a moment of

shared experience in the hectic station.

Their song, carried by a sense of unity and joy, fills the air, reaching into the

ears of countless bystanders. Tripp and Lyla, lost in their music, experience

a profound connection, both with each other and the people around them,

allowing their voices and instruments to blend seamlessly into the

atmosphere with a sense of what they refer to as "thrumming."

The chapter concludes with a nod to "The Thrum Society Songbook,"

suggesting a deeper project or collective involving Tripp and Lyla's music.

This hints at a larger musical journey, rooted in connection and shared

rhythms, that the two have embarked on together.
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