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Half Wild Summary
Torn between magic, loyalty, and betrayal.

Written by Books1
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About the book

In a world where witches are divided into two rival factions—those who

follow the rigid codes of the White witches and the chaotic, primal instincts

of the Black witches—‘Half Wild’ thrusts readers into the tumultuous

journey of Nathan, a young half-blood caught in the treacherous divide

between the two. As he grapples with his identity, Nathan's quest for

freedom and acceptance is both heart-wrenching and exhilarating, filled with

betrayal, forbidden love, and the struggle for power within a fractured

society. With elements of dark magic and moral ambiguity, Sally Green

crafts a mesmerizing tale that explores the complexities of belonging and the

battle between destiny and choice, inviting readers to question what it truly

means to be good or evil.
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About the author

Sally Green is a British author best known for her captivating young adult

fantasy series, The Half Bad Trilogy, which includes the acclaimed novel

Half Wild. With a background in literature and a keen interest in the

supernatural, Green crafts intricate narratives that explore themes of identity,

morality, and the complexities of human nature. Her debut novel, Half Bad,

received widespread acclaim for its unique blend of magic and realism,

setting the stage for Green's reputation as a prominent voice in contemporary

young adult fiction. Drawing inspiration from her own life experiences and a

love for storytelling, she has quickly garnered a dedicated readership and has

been praised for her ability to intertwine dark, thought-provoking elements

with compelling characters and fast-paced plots.
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Chapter 1 Summary: A New Day

### Summary of "A New Day" and "Waiting"

A New Day

The chapter opens with a disoriented narrator awakening to the sound of

crossbills, realizing that it is morning and they need to wake up urgently.

The vivid imagery conveys a sense of panic as the protagonist is acutely

aware of their surroundings, noting the intense noise of a mobile phone

within proximity, indicating that hunters are near. This alarm triggers a

flurry of thoughts about the danger they face, particularly from a fast, elusive

hunter who has been pursuing them. 

As the protagonist lies hidden on the ground, they assess the smell, taste, and

sensations of their bare skin—gripped by a sense of dread and an

undercurrent of trauma. It becomes evident that they are not only in a

physical state of vulnerability, being naked and sticky with something

gruesome, but also mentally grappling with the memories of the previous

night, marked by violence and fear.

With careful deliberation, the protagonist strives to remain calm, recognizing
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the need to escape. They gather their thoughts while observing bloodstains

and dirt around them, sparking a revelation of their need for survival. They

see the mobile phone belongs to the injured hunter, a woman who now lies

still and bloodied, her life seemingly extinguished. This grim scene reveals

the stark realities of a world rife with danger, where survival instincts are put

to the test.

Waiting

The scene transitions to another chapter in Switzerland, where the narrator

reflects on their current state of isolation in a remote valley. They recount

their time spent searching for a lost magic knife, the Fairborn, and the

resulting gain of frustration and uncertainty about their circumstances. The

hope of reuniting with Gabriel has become a desperate anchor for the

protagonist, who is acutely aware of the grave situation they find themselves

in—friends lost or incapacitated, particularly noting that Rose is dead and

Annalise is trapped in a death-like sleep.

Despite the overwhelming negative outlook on their situation, the narrator

consciously pushes back against despair, creating a routine of positive

thinking and identifying the small beauties around them—the trees, the sky,

silences, and the movements of forest creatures. Engaging with their

surroundings is a coping mechanism in a precarious state of waiting. 
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Clothing and appearances are also described as remnants of a former life,

drawing attention to the wear and tear from their harrowing experiences. The

protagonist’s thoughts often shift into dark territory when considering their

lineage and the Hunters, whose capture would bring unspeakable

consequences. They meditate on their gifts connected to their father—a

powerful Black Witch, and a gift they have inherited that reflects the

complicated legacy of their lineage.

Amidst the chaos of their mind, they experience fleeting memories of

family, focusing on the strength those bonds provide. However, each joyful

memory is laced with a painful reminder of loss, particularly with their

brother, Arran, and their grandmother, leading to a renewed awareness of

their solitude in the cave.

The chapter culminates in the heightened tension as they hear footsteps in

the night, instinctively preparing to confront the threat. This moment

underscores the struggle between their human self and the primal instincts

tied to their witch heritage, demonstrating their battle for control over their

identity. In the face of danger, the narrator embraces the idea of positive

thoughts—a small flicker of hope amidst the shadows that envelop their

world.

Through these intricately woven chapters, a narrative of suspense, identity,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and survival unfolds, capturing the essence of a character marked by past

traumas yet determined to navigate the treacherous landscape that lies ahead.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Waiting

Waiting

In a secluded valley of Switzerland, the protagonist reflects on their current

solitude while waiting for Gabriel. Previously, they had journeyed back to

Mercury’s valley in search of a lost magical knife, the Fairborn, only to find

no trace of it. This lack of progress has left them questioning their own

memories and worsening their anxiety. The protagonist is seventeen,

equipped with three gifts as a witch, yet fears for the fates of their

friends—Rose is presumed dead, Annalise is trapped in a death-like state

under Mercury’s control, and Gabriel has been missing for over four weeks

since they last attempted to steal the Fairborn from the Hunters. 

To combat the weight of these negative thoughts, the protagonist has

established a rule to focus on positive aspects of the world around them.

They observe the trees, sky, and wildlife, trying to cultivate a sense of calm

in the face of their dire situation. They describe their surroundings in detail,

noting the varying hues of green in the needles of the trees and the silences

that envelop the forest. As they self-reflect on their worn clothing and

physical scars—including tattoos that mark their identity and their lineage as

a half-Black Witch—emotions about family and identity resurface. They

remember their father, Marcus, a powerful and dangerous witch, and the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


complexity of their feelings towards him.

They try to avoid dwelling on past traumas, specifically memories from time

spent in captivity at the hands of the Council and the tension surrounding

their family dynamics. Despite all this, they manage to squeeze some

positivity from memories of simpler times with Arran, their brother, and of

their grandmother, which provides a fleeting, comforting distraction. 

However, their peace is soon interrupted by the sound of footsteps,

prompting an instinctual rush of adrenaline. Anxiously, they search the dark,

only to discover it’s just a small deer. This moment allows them to regain

control over their animal instincts—something that had been a source of

fear—leading to a rare smile amidst their lengthy ordeal of waiting. 

---

Me and Annalise

In another cherished memory, the protagonist shares a significant moment

with Annalise, a girl they have developed a strong bond with, despite their

playful yet tense interactions. They sit on a sandstone escarpment, their legs

dangling over the edge, engaged in playful banter. Although they have

grown closer over the autumn weeks, the protagonist struggles with their
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desire to connect physically, feeling constrained by nerves. Annalise, in her

confident demeanor, manages to coax leaves from the trees while the

protagonist admires her from a distance.

During their exchanges, Annalise challenges the protagonist to be more

assertive and to embrace their true self, which causes a mix of frustration

and admiration. Their dynamics explore the tension created by their

respective family legacies; Annalise’s brothers fear the protagonist due to

their association with Marcus, while the Council looms as a threat to their

secret meetings. 

In an unexpected outburst of courage, the protagonist ultimately takes

Annalise's hand, breaking the barrier they’ve maintained. This gesture leads

to tender interactions that highlight the protagonist's gentle

nature—contrasting with their reputation as aggressive—as they navigate the

complex feelings of young love and the underlying pressure to conform to

societal expectations. 

Amidst teasing and laughter, there is a warmth that underlines their

connection, revealing how vital these moments are in shaping their

identities. As the day draws to a close, the tension dissipates, offering a

heartwarming resolution wherein the protagonist catches Annalise for the

first time—a symbol of breaking boundaries and finding joy amid chaos. 
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Together, these narratives paint a vivid picture of longing, identity, and the

challenges of youth caught up in a world filled with conflict and magic.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Me and Annalise

### Summary of "Me and Annalise"

In the early autumn, fourteen-year-old Nathan meets fifteen-year-old

Annalise at their secluded spot atop a sandstone escarpment, a place they’ve

frequented for the past two months. Their close friendship is tinged with an

unspoken tension as they share innocent moments by the cliffside, yet

Nathan hesitates to bridge the physical gap between them. This chapter

highlights Nathan's internal struggle with his feelings for Annalise,

illustrated through his nervousness about touching her, despite their playful

interactions.

Annalise engages in carefree antics, like trying to catch falling leaves, which

Nathan admires from a distance. Their conversation reveals both their

personalities and the subtle dynamics of young love. Despite his fear of

physical contact, the moment she touches him when she hands over a leaf

ignites confusion and regret. Nathan's perspective shifts as he wrestles with

the complexities of his emotions; he wants to be closer to her but feels

paralyzed by insecurity.

Annalise teases him, challenging his reputation for being a “badass” due to

the family legacy of danger associated with Nathan's father, Marcus. They
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laugh and playfully argue their positions on the "badass" spectrum, wearing

down the barriers around their friendship. Nathan grapples with the reality of

his family background and its implications on how others perceive him,

especially Annalise.

Their back-and-forth culminates in Nathan taking Annalise’s hand, a pivotal

moment signifying their closeness. The chapter concludes on a high note, as

Nathan finally catches Annalise in a playful chase, suggesting a newfound

connection as they both navigate their adolescent feelings.

---

### Summary of "Getting Darker"

As midnight ticks away, Nathan is alone in a tree, reflecting on his worries

and experiences since his last encounter with Annalise. There’s an

underlying sense of despair and darkness as he struggles to maintain his

resolve to think positively. Nathan's solitude is compounded by his anxiety

about his friend Gabriel, who has yet to arrive, leaving Nathan feeling

isolated and pessimistic.

In this reflective state, Nathan recites the names of his family, all but a few

of whom have faced tragedy or danger due to their ties to Marcus. Each

name evokes memories of loss and survival, forcing him to confront his dark
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lineage and the expectations placed upon him as Marcus's son. He oscillates

between self-critique and self-preservation, grappling with the idea that he

must either confront or escape his father, a notorious figure in their world.

Nathan’s thoughts drift from attraction to Annalise to feelings of anger

towards those who have harmed him. He draws attention to his complex

family dynamics, including his toxic sister and the other members of the

Hunters. His introspective journey reveals the struggles of reconciling

familial loyalty with the pain inflicted by their actions, emphasizing his deep

sense of betrayal and the need for acceptance.

While acknowledging the troubles he faces, Nathan tries to strategize a plan

to rescue Annalise from those who would use her against him, particularly

Mercury, a formidable character who poses as both ally and enemy. Despite

the bitterness swirling in his thoughts, Nathan clings to the hope of

reunification with Annalise—a fragile yet persistent thread of longing that

keeps him tethered to a sense of purpose.

The chapter closes with Nathan grappling with the precariousness of hope in

a world filled with despair, indicating that even in darker moments, a

semblance of light still flickers within him. This bittersweet introspection

entwines his sense of identity with burgeoning feelings for Annalise,

suggesting that love could be a means of salvation in the face of

overwhelming darkness.
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Chapter 4: Getting Darker

### "Getting Darker" Summary

As the clock strikes midnight, Nathan reflects on another day of waiting for

Gabriel while grappling with his turbulent emotions. His thoughts are

plagued by memories of Annalise and the weight of his lineage, filled with

names like Harrow and Gaunt, many of whom met tragic ends at the hands

of hunters or the Council. Nathan feels abandoned, haunted by his father

Marcus’s decision to leave him alone and the burden of unrealistic

expectations placed upon him to kill his father. He tries to maintain a

positive outlook, despite feeling increasingly dark and lost.

In this introspective moment, Nathan battles self-doubt and guilt over his

complex feelings for his father. Struggling with his emotions, he reflects on

the gifts bestowed upon him by Marcus and wrestles with the question of

whether he can learn to hate his father, who has committed horrific acts. He

distracts himself with lists of people he despises, including Clay, the brutal

leader of the hunters, and Kieran, Annalise's brother. Despite his bitterness,

he finds that his feelings toward Celia, who kept him captive, have softened,

further complicating his emotional landscape.

Nathan's primary concern is rescuing Annalise, currently under Mercury’s
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spell. Mercury had made a sinister deal: Nathan must deliver Marcus's heart

or head for Annalise’s freedom. As Nathan wrestles with his shortcomings

and the high stakes of his situation, he can't help but wonder if Gabriel, his

ally, is dead. He is left feeling hopeless and trapped in a spiraling cycle of

negative thoughts, reflecting on the uncertainty of life and death in his

chaotic world.

### "Not Waiting" Summary

Returning to Mercury’s cottage just as dawn breaks, Nathan feels compelled

to observe hunters after fleeing their pursuit for the third time. He attempts

to assess the ever-present threat of hunters in the area, noting their numbers

and demeanor. During his first return, he encountered Clay and Jessica, who

seem unconcerned after a previous encounter left Jessica scarred by Nathan's

earlier actions. The hunters appear relaxed, but Nathan senses an ominous

tension beneath their ease.

A week later, he observes six hunters casually enjoying the day, particularly

honing in on Kieran, who is bullying his training partner and showcasing

superior abilities, including the Gift of invisibility. Reflecting on past

traumas at the hands of Kieran and the hunters, Nathan is filled with a mix

of rage and fear. He struggles with the thought of exacting revenge for their

past cruelty, knowing the risks involved in killing Kieran.
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On his final approach to Mercury's cottage, he is alert and aware of the

forest’s grandeur. He listens intently for the sounds of the hunters while

grappling with the desire to take vengeance against Kieran but stalls out of

uncertainty about the morality of taking a life. When he finally has the

opportunity, he hesitates, overshadowed by doubt and the instinct to survive.

As Kieran begins to chop wood, Nathan hides, barely managing to escape

detection as tensions rise within him about waiting for Gabriel and

confronting his adversaries. He ultimately retreats into the shadows of the

trees, driven to flee rather than fight, a testament to his internal conflict

between fear and the desire for revenge.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Not Waiting

Not Waiting

As day breaks, the protagonist returns to Mercury's cottage for the third time

since fleeing from Hunters after receiving three mysterious gifts from their

father. Their earlier visits were fraught with danger; the first revealed a

group of twelve Hunters stationed at the cottage, likely on the hunt for

Mercury, who uses a magical cut in space to travel to her true home.

Knowing that Hunters are adept at detecting such cuts, the protagonist

speculates whether Mercury has safely eliminated her only escape route or if

the Hunters have found her, leaving the protagonist fearful for the fate of

Mercury and Annalise.

During the initial visit, the protagonist witnesses Clay and Jessica, a couple

reunited after the Fairborn incident that had left Jessica scarred — a visual

reminder of past conflicts. Clay seems untroubled, but there’s a palpable

tension when he appears to sense the protagonist's presence. Upon returning

a week later, the atmosphere is lighter, with only six Hunters remaining, and

Kieran’s presence, a stark reminder of the protagonist’s traumatic past of

torture and betrayal at his hands.

Kieran, now muscular and commanding, leads a group engaged in training
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and playful competition, embodying the ruthless nature of the Hunters while

the protagonist grapples with feelings of vengeance and the memory of past

atrocities. The protagonist is torn between the desire for revenge and their

instinct for self-preservation, knowing that striking at Kieran may draw more

Hunters and sabotage their plans.

As the protagonist approaches the cottage for the third time, the stunning

landscape of the valley is juxtaposed with the oppressive weight of the

protagonist's inner turmoil. They overhear Kieran, who can’t know of their

presence yet, and momentarily consider attacking him. However, doubt and

hesitation stall them as guilt over the need for a meaningful confrontation

stifles their impulses.

Ultimately, as footsteps sound behind them, the protagonist retreats silently,

narrowly avoiding discovery, feeling the urgency of their situation and the

pull of vengeance still unquenched.

---

You’re Not Dead, Are You?

The protagonist resolves to leave the valley to search for Mercury, hoping to

develop a new plan for assisting Annalise without Gabriel’s guidance. On
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the way back to the cave, they carve a small bowie knife as a tribute,

planning to leave it behind in hopes that Gabriel, if he were to return, would

find it.

The narrative reminisces to the time spent at Mercury's cottage, where the

protagonist feels isolated as they wonder whether Mercury will help them

manage their powers known as the Giving. The fleeting moments of

happiness they shared with Gabriel during hiking adventures stand against

the backdrop of their tumultuous relationship filled with danger. Gabriel’s

swift movements, despite his fain status, make him an inspiring figure, and

their lighthearted banter suggests a bond deepened by unexpressed feelings.

The protagonist recalls an affectionate moment when Gabriel gifted them a

beautifully crafted knife, symbolizing their mutual trust and connection,

despite the chaos surrounding them. 

As the protagonist completes their carving and confronts the emotional

weight of their loneliness and loss, they resolve to leave the valley and

approach the cave for one last time. However, upon nearing the cave, they

notice a flickering fire—a sign that someone has taken refuge there.

Suspicion and hope intertwine as they ponder the possible identities of those

by the fire. 

With trepidation, they stealthily approach, but the silhouette emerging from
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the cave is not Gabriel; instead, they confront an unfamiliar Australian man

who, surprisingly, declares, "I thought you were dead." The protagonist is

left in shock, caught between fear and confusion, uncertain of what lies

ahead.
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Chapter 6 Summary: You’re Not Dead, Are You?

### You’re Not Dead, Are You?

Nathan is determined to leave the valley behind in search of Mercury,

hoping to devise a new plan to help Annalise without involving Gabriel.

Before departing, he returns to the cave where he wants to leave a token—a

carving of a bowie knife, reminiscent of the real knife Gabriel had given

him. As he works on the carving, he reminisces about Gabriel, their bond,

and the recent turbulent events.

Having spent two days at Mercury's cottage with Gabriel, Nathan is anxious

about whether Mercury will assist him with his Giving. The pair pass the

time hiking and swimming, with Gabriel effortlessly leading the way despite

his fain condition—a state of being caught between life and death. As they

climb a minor peak, there’s playful banter between them, a hint of their

camaraderie which has been forged through shared peril and emotional

turmoil.

Upon reaching a cave, Gabriel proposes it as a meeting point if things go

awry, aware of the dangers poised by the Hunters and Mercury’s

unpredictable nature. They leave personal items in the cave, including a tin

of love letters from Gabriel’s father. Gabriel surprises Nathan with a
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wrapped gift, revealing a beautifully crafted bowie knife that fits Nathan’s

hand perfectly—a thoughtful gesture laden with meaning, yet overshadowed

by the weight of unsettled past grievances, particularly an unaddressed

apology regarding Gabriel's injured eye.

After completing his carving, Nathan battles feelings of anger and frustration

at Gabriel’s absence due to overwhelming tragedy. He makes his way back

to the cave, only to discover a flickering fire outside, stirring suspicion.

Approaching cautiously, Nathan spots a stranger—a stocky man who

immediately recognizes him, exclaiming in surprise that he thought Nathan

was dead.

### Nesbitt

Instinctively, Nathan draws his knife on the stranger and demands answers.

The man, late introduced as Nesbitt, annoys Nathan more than frightens him

with his casual demeanor. While Nesbitt reveals he was sent by someone as

part of an errand, Nathan is skeptical and presses for the truth. As the

situation escalates, Nesbitt admits to having followed Nathan after observing

him in a vulnerable state and claims to have distracted a Hunter who

threatened Nathan's safety.

Details unfold about Nathan's memories—or lack thereof—regarding his

brush with death after a Hunter bullet injured him. Nesbitt recounts seeing
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Nathan in a near-death state, with details that intensify Nathan's anxiety over

his lost knife, which was crucial to his survival. The conversation reveals

that Nesbitt is not merely a random encounter; he knows of Nathan's

connection to Gabriel and tries to leverage that knowledge to persuade

Nathan to cooperate.

Nesbitt’s true purpose for being in the forest is related to collecting letters

for Victoria van Dal, a supposed Black Witch with connections to Nathan’s

past. Despite Nesbitt’s irreverent attitude, the exchange becomes serious as

Nathan considers the implications of his friend's fate, querying if Gabriel is

alive.

Nesbitt's mention of Gabriel serves as the emotional climax of their

interaction, fueling Nathan’s hope amidst his doubt. With tension thawing

slightly, Nesbitt taunts Nathan for being quick on his feet but urges him for a

more serious exchange about the letters van Dal wants. The chapter

highlights the blend of humor and danger that characterizes Nathan’s world,

introducing the complexities of alliances and the weight of the past that

complicates Nathan’s quest for answers about Gabriel.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Nesbitt

In this tense narrative, Nathan confronts an unpredictable character named

 Nesbitt, who reveals unexpected connections and past encounters. 

Starting with a knife to Nesbitt's throat, Nathan demands answers about his

presence in the woods. Despite his aggressive stance, Nesbitt's attitude

remains surprisingly nonchalant, suggesting a shared history, revealing that

he has followed Nathan from the train station and intervened during a

perilous moment when Hunters were in pursuit. He hints at Nathan's

near-death experience, describing how he witnessed Nathan's bloody

self-surgery efforts and assumed he was dead. This revelation stirs Nathan’s

emotions given the weight of their shared experiences.

Nesbitt discloses he was sent by a woman named Victoria van Dal, who is a

powerful figure in the magical community and supposedly a Black Witch,

contrary to Nathan's assumption of her being a White Witch. This distinction

is significant, as Black Witches are known for their darker attributes and

affiliations, increasing Nathan’s wariness.

As the discussion progresses, Nesbitt attempts to downplay the stakes

surrounding the "letters" he mentions, expressing that he needs them to

satisfy Victoria. Nathan's concern escalates upon learning that his friend

Gabriel is alive and has been rescued by Victoria after suffering two
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Hunter-related injuries.

After a somewhat tentative détente, during which Nathan cautiously eats

some food offered by Nesbitt, an unexpected camaraderie begins to surface.

The dialogue reveals that both boys are partially outcast from their

respective worlds—Nesbitt as a Half Blood and Nathan as a Half Code (the

progeny of a White and a Black Witch). Throughout this exchange, the duo

sizes each other up, attempting to gauge trustworthiness amidst tension and

hidden agendas.

The scene transitions to Nathan contemplating his next steps regarding

Gabriel and the letters while resting in the forest, where the geographical and

emotional isolation heightens his sense of urgency and uncertainty. Flashing

forward, Nathan prepares to face unseen dangers as he prepares to meet

Kieran, a Hunter whose motivations are clouded by invisibility and deceit.

In a final clash, Nesbitt and Nathan confront Kieran’s partner, revealing their

shared tension with the Hunters. With Nesbitt holding the Hunter, Nathan

makes the decision to confront the other Hunter alone, showcasing his

growth into a more proactive and determined character willing to protect

those he cares about.

Throughout these chapters, Nathan grapples with trust, identity, and the

underlying complexities of his lineage, all while navigating the treacherous
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world of magic and Hunters that continually threatens to ensnare him. This

constant struggle emphasizes the internal conflict of a boy trying to

understand his place in a world rife with danger and deceit, alongside the

burgeoning realization of his own capabilities and the need to reunite with

Gabriel.
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Chapter 8: Kieran and Partner

### Summary of "Kieran and Partner" and "One Last Look"

In the chapters "Kieran and Partner" and "One Last Look," the protagonist

grapples with his identity and the implications of his abilities while

navigating dangerous encounters.

"Kieran and Partner" begins in a dimly lit space with Kieran, who

 shares a meal with Nesbitt, a Half Blood. As Kieran cautiously eats, Nesbitt

comments on Kieran's notoriety, being the son of Marcus and possessing

unique physical traits, particularly his striking eyes. Their dialogue reveals a

network of linked histories—Kieran's connection to Gabriel and the

mysterious Victoria van Dal. Through Nesbitt, Kieran learns that Gabriel

once lay injured after being shot by Hunters, and that Victoria saved him

with potent potions. The complexities of trust among Half Bloods and Black

Witches are introduced, casting shadows of doubt on Nesbitt's true

intentions.

Nesbitt mentions he and Victoria are more partners than simply

employer-employee, hinting at the depth of their relationship. Kieran’s

skepticism grows as he juggles the possibility of Nesbitt working alongside

Hunters. The danger escalates when Kieran, tired of waiting and suspicious
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of Nesbitt's motives, opts to rest for the night before setting off to meet

Gabriel, who is said to be alive and seeking the letters Kieran possesses. 

As night falls, Kieran's thoughts spiral into uncertainty regarding his safety

and the intentions of those around him. He reflects on Gabriel's past actions,

the contents of the letters, and the brewing questions about allegiance—his,

Gabriel's, and Nesbitt's. After a brief and restless sleep, a sudden sound

catches Kieran's attention, indicating the potential presence of Hunters, and

he prepares himself for confrontation.

In "One Last Look," Kieran awakens to find himself next to the body of

 Kieran’s partner, who has been viciously killed. He recalls little from the

time of his transformation into an animal during the fight, having lost

control in the throes of his other self. Nesbitt returns and is horrified yet

intrigued by the scene—his morbid curiosity leads to banter about Kieran's

newfound abilities and the aftermath of the battle. 

Kieran’s struggle with the violence he unleashed manifests in a tense

atmosphere; he feels unprepared and unwilling to face the reality of his

actions. As Nesbitt rummages through Kieran’s partner's belongings,

Kieran's frustration grows, leading him to insist on leaving the area

immediately. The chapter culminates in Kieran's lingering gaze upon the

grotesque remains of the Hunter, haunted by the animalistic rage he can't

fully comprehend. His inner turmoil reflects a profound conflict between his
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identities—as a Half Blood, a survivor, and a burgeoning creature of

instinct.

The narratives seamlessly intertwine themes of identity, trust, and the

complexity of survival in a world where allegiances can shift like shadows,

painting a vivid picture of Kieran’s precarious journey amid danger and

self-discovery.
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Chapter 9 Summary: One Last Look

In the chapter "One Last Look," Nathan finds himself in a tense and

 unsettling situation after a brutal encounter that has left Kieran, a fellow

character, dead. When Nesbitt arrives, he is shocked to see Nathan sitting

amidst the aftermath, which includes Kieran’s lifeless body, gruesomely

disfigured. Nathan is in a disoriented state, grappling with the traumatic

memory loss following his transformation into an animalistic form—an

ability inherited from his father. This transformation also left him with a

knife wound from Kieran, which he has since healed, yet he is haunted by

the violent scene before him.

Nesbitt and Nathan engage in a dialogue filled with tension and dark humor,

where Nesbitt attempts to assess the situation and mitigate Nathan's apparent

discomfort. He suggests that Nathan's Gift, or ability, resembles that of his

father, insinuating a closer connection to the violent outcome they face. As

they examine Kieran’s body, the gruesome details paint a stark picture of the

carnage that occurred, and Nathan struggles with the realization of his

violent capabilities.

The urgency of their situation is underscored by Nesbitt’s insistence that

they need to leave quickly to avoid attracting the attention of

Hunters—individuals who hunt those with special abilities. He rationalizes

that their attackers probably did not expect Nathan to return to the cottage
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and deduces that they were likely out picking berries when they stumbled

upon him. This backstory also hints at Nathan’s recent history, gathering

further complexity as he questions his own decisions and intentions.

As they prepare to escape, Nathan can't shake the horror of Kieran’s death,

reflecting on the animalistic brutality he has unleashed. Nesbitt scavenges

through Kieran's belongings, preparing for their departure, while Nathan

takes one last, haunting look at the scene. The chapter closes with Nathan's

conflicted thoughts on the nature of his abilities and the violence that marks

his existence, leaving readers to ponder the implications of his powers and

the darkness that lurks within him.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Van Dal

### Summary of Chapters: Van Dal and The Amulet

Nathan and Nesbitt hike rapidly through the mountains, showcasing the

stark physical differences between them; Nathan, who's been tested by

relentless trials, could run indefinitely, while Nesbitt, though fit, struggles to

keep pace. The destination remains a mystery, as Nesbitt insists on finding a

car instead of taking public transport. Their trek leads them to a luxurious

car, which Nesbitt claims is magically accessible thanks to Van, a powerful

witch, who has enchanted vehicles to be unlocked at will. As they head

towards an impressive fortified house, Nathan notes the heavy security,

which hints at Van's significant influence, allowing her to bypass

sophisticated systems.

Upon arrival, they encounter a formally dressed man who turns out to be

Van, revealing a stunning and androgynous beauty alongside her heavy

smoking habit. Her striking pale blue eyes, unlike any Nathan has seen,

embody both mesmerizing allure and daunting power. She quickly inquires

about Gabriel's letters, which are crucial to their mission. Despite Nathan’s

hesitance, Van insists on getting the letters sustainably and expresses

gratitude for Gabriel’s life-saving actions. 
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As they settle down in Van's opulent home, the conversation shifts to old

wounds and alliances. Van, with her knack for extracting secrets, nudges

Nathan to disclose what happened after Gabriel left him. He recounts the

perilous events involving the Fairborn, an ancient knife of immense power

that was stolen from a Hunter base. Van reveals herself as being aware of the

inherent value of the amulet linked to the letters, hinting that it could hold

the key to healing and protection, fueling Nathan's uncertainty.

Following their reunion, Gabriel reveals the harrowing truth of his

harrowing journey post their separation, detailing how he barely managed to

escape the Hunters and fell ill, requiring Van's intervention. Unlike Nathan,

whose past is overshadowed by his father’s legacy, Gabriel finds little

significance in material objects, focusing instead on their bond and shared

survival.

As time passes, Nathan surfaces his concerns about Annalise, who is still

under Mercury’s watchful eye. He feels a strong moral obligation to help

her, arguing with Gabriel about the necessity of their loyalty. Yet Gabriel

expresses skepticism about Annalise’s trustworthiness, suggesting her

potential betrayal. Their argument empathizes the deep tension within them

about loyalty, survival, and the lingering effects of betrayal in their world. 

Together, they pursue breakfast, share light moments, and uncover deeper

vulnerabilities. Yet, as Nathan insists on aiding Annalise, it becomes clear

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


that old fears and painful pasts threaten to cloud their progress. The specter

of their intertwined fates looms as they prepare to navigate the treacherous

landscape ahead, where alliances will be tested, and choices will shape their

ultimate destinies. 

### Key Themes:

1. Friendship and Loyalty: The essence of Nathan and Gabriel's bond is

 tested through trials and debates over trust in their allies.

2. Power Dynamics: The relationship between witches, Hunters, and the

 evolving understanding of magic plays a pivotal role in navigating their

reality.

3. Identity and Legacy: Nathan's connection to his father influences his

 perspective on power, trust, and responsibility, as he grapples with his own

strengths and insecurities.

In essence, these chapters intertwine the personal struggles of Nathan and

Gabriel with the overarching conflict surrounding their world, marked by

external threats and internal dilemmas.
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Chapter 11 Summary: The Amulet

### Summary of Chapters: "The Amulet" and "A Proposition"

In the chapter titled "The Amulet," the narrative begins with Gabriel

accessing a tin laden with letters, pulling a particularly notable piece that

bears soot stains from when Nathan originally discovered it in Geneva. This

fragment of parchment, which holds an unknown significance, prompts a

discussion between Gabriel and Van regarding its potential value and danger.

The amulet, a half-formed relic with obscure markings arranged in

incomplete circles, was given to him by his mother, who received it from her

grandmother, who’d allegedly stolen it in Berlin. Van expresses concern that

the complete amulet could be a powerful magical object and reveals that its

value has drawn dangerous attention, specifically from Hunters—an

antagonistic group in their world.

As the evening unfolds, Gabriel and Nathan find themselves sharing an

intimate moment in Gabriel’s bedroom, discussing Gabriel's harrowing

escape from Hunters. Gabriel details his perilous flight through busy streets,

his injuries, and how he eventually lost consciousness, only to be saved by

Van. He recounts how he revealed much to Van about his past, including the

amulet, showing how intertwined their fates have become. Nathan expresses

immense relief at Gabriel's survival, and amidst their shared connection,
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they delve into heavier subjects, including Nathan's estranged relationship

with his father and the troubling feelings of anger and confusion it brings

him.

As they sit together under the stars after the day's adventures, the weight of

Nathan's complex feelings about his family and Annalise, a friend who is in

distress due to their shared adversaries, looms large. Nathan resolves that he

cannot abandon his obligation to Annalise despite Gabriel's reservations

about her potential betrayal. Nathan's fierce loyalty and need to rescue

Annalise intensify, leading him to seek Gabriel's assistance in finding

Mercury, the mysterious figure possessing Annalise.

Moving to "A Proposition," the chapter shifts to a formal dinner setting

where Van, along with Gabriel and Nathan, discusses their current

predicaments. Van mentions her quest openly, highlighting a significant

shake-up in the power dynamics of their world. Since Nathan's escape from

the Council, new dangers have emerged, particularly under the leadership of

Soul O’Brien, who has usurped control and seeks to augment the power of

the Hunters while undermine the Black Witches. She indicates that this

turmoil demands an alliance of witches—both White and Black—to combat

the encroaching threat.

This proposal shocks Nathan, who struggles with the idea of joining forces

with those he has been taught to distrust and even despise. Van tries to
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convince him of the necessity of joining this alliance, articulating a future

where Hunters will relentlessly pursue him and Annalise unless they unite

against such threats. As the tension escalates, Nathan grapples with his

commitment to his friends versus his hesitations about the larger conflict.

Gabriel, steadfast by Nathan’s side, expresses his willingness to support

whatever decision Nathan makes, emphasizing deep bonds between them.

Despite Van’s compelling arguments, Nathan feels torn, longing for a simple

life away from conflict. As he steps outside, contemplating their dire reality

and the hope for Annalise’s rescue, he wrestles with the choice laid before

him—torn between personal desire for tranquility and the pressing need for

action against the dark forces gathering in their world. 

The chapters encapsulate themes of friendship, loyalty, and the moral

complexities in pursuing one's obligations amidst larger battles. The delicate

interplay of trust and betrayal unfolds as both Gabriel and Nathan navigate

their respective pasts while contemplating a future fraught with danger,

forcing them to confront the choices that may define their paths going

forward.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of forming alliances despite deep-seated

mistrust.

Critical Interpretation: In life, we often face challenges that seem

insurmountable, and like Nathan, you might find yourself caught

between loyalty to those you cherish and the necessity of joining

forces with others who may have once been adversaries. This chapter

reminds you that true strength lies in collaboration—when the weight

of the world feels heavy on your shoulders, reaching out to others,

even those who are different from you, can lead to powerful alliances

that help you combat the darkness together. Embrace the opportunity

to look beyond past grievances, for in unity, you may find the courage

and resources to forge a brighter path.
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Chapter 12: A Proposition

### A Proposition

At an opulent dinner, Van, seated at the head of the table, makes a cryptic

comment to Nathan, implying she has a significant proposition—though the

meal is nearly done before she reveals any details. Nathan finds comfort in

the familiar presence of Gabriel, who has spent a carefree day with him,

filled with arguments and laughter as they indulge in food and lighthearted

competition. Despite the pleasant atmosphere, the tension over the

unaddressed presence of Annalise looms over them. 

Van, immaculately dressed in a cream suit, contrasts with Nathan’s casual

attire and the ever-constant Nesbitt, their servile but competent chef. The

conversation shifts from food to more ominous subjects, with Van hinting at

past threats and revealing details about her bond with Nesbitt. The dynamic

among the three creates an undercurrent of mystery, suggesting a long

history entwined with magical powers, particularly potions, which Van

appraises as more deadly than knives. 

As their discussion deepens, Van discloses the power vacuum in the world of

witches—Gloria Dale, the former Council Leader, has fallen from grace,

allegedly due to Nathan's audacious escape. This incident has opened the
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door to Soul O’Brien, who now seeks to control both the Council and the

Hunters, presenting a significant threat to all witches, especially Black

Witches like Van. Soul's agenda includes the eradication of Black Witches

and an alarming expansion into Europe, led by Nathan's half-sister,

Jessica—a fact that shakes Nathan.

As Van emphasizes the need for an alliance among witches to combat this

rising darkness, Nathan is ambivalent about joining forces with White

Witches, given the tumultuous history between their factions. Gabriel's

supportive stance contrasts with Nathan’s desire to remain uninvolved, as all

he wants is to rescue Annalise and lead a quiet life. Ultimately, Nathan feels

trapped between his personal goals and the pressing threat posed by Soul’s

ambitions.

---

### Nightsmoke

Struggling with the implications of Van's proposition, Nathan finds himself

in the lounge, inadvertently surrounded by Van, Gabriel, and Nesbitt. Van

reiterates the dangers posed by Soul and emphasizes the necessity of joining

the Alliance to thwart him. When Nathan insists that he only wishes to

rescue Annalise, Van tactfully dismantles his perceived strategies, outlining

the difficulty of his plan to free her from the formidable Mercury.
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Despite Nathan’s reluctance, he realizes that Van offers real

solutions—helping Gabriel recover his waning Gift and formulating a way

to make Mercury wake Annalise through the use of powerful potions. The

notion of using potions to exert control over Mercury intrigues Nathan, even

as he questions the morality and the risk involved in such dealings.

Van insists that joining the Alliance could bolster Nathan's strength, but he

hesitates, not wanting to commit to a collective he views unfavorably. Yet,

as her argument unfolds, he recognizes that his ambitions to save Annalise

may necessitate this alliance, particularly as Mercury's lethal reputation

looms. The sobering reality that he might not survive a confrontation weighs

heavily on Nathan.

In the evening dimming to night, Van introduces "nightsmoke," a potion

designed to mitigate the discomfort of spending time indoors. While Nathan

initially resists, the calming effects of the nightsmoke prove to be

revitalizing, blending with his underlying hopes of reclaiming his powers

and saving Annalise. In a quiet moment with Gabriel, Nathan grapples with

his future: whether to reluctantly embrace the potential of the Alliance or

forge ahead alone to confront the more immediate danger that Mercury

poses. 

Despite the daunting challenges ahead, Nathan’s determination solidifies: he

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


must find a way to retrieve Gabriel's Gift and break the spell on Annalise,

lest they all face the ensuing chaos unleashed by Soul’s machinations. Thus,

he resolves to act, trusting that even amidst uncertainty, a path can be

forged.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Nightsmoke

### Nightsmoke

In this chapter, Nathan finds himself in a tense and crowded lounge, seeking

solitude but quickly joined by Van, Gabriel, and Nesbitt. Van conveys the

urgency of their situation regarding the Alliance’s mission, mentioning the

formidable Mercury and the complications surrounding his quest to save

Annalise. Nathan interrupts her, emphasizing his singular focus on getting

Annalise back rather than engaging in broader causes.

Van outlines Nathan's existing plan—relying on Gabriel to transform into

Mercury to wake Annalise from her death-sleep. However, she points out the

multiple obstacles facing them: Gabriel's current inability to access his Gift,

the uncertainty of Annalise's location, the dangerous spell cast by Mercury,

and the very real risk that Mercury may kill them if she discovers their

intentions. Despite the daunting odds, Van offers assistance contingent upon

Nathan joining the Alliance, suggesting she can help Gabriel regain his Gift

and possibly compel Mercury to wake Annalise using special potions.

Nathan contemplates this, aware that he might have no better avenue to

assist Gabriel or save Annalise. He agrees to reconsider joining the Alliance,

demanding the return of the Fairborn as part of their agreement. As the
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conversation continues, the mood turns dark with the dusk, prompting Van

to introduce "nightsmoke," a potion that helps those like Nathan, who suffer

indoors at night. Although he prefers the outdoors, he reluctantly tries the

nightsmoke to relieve his headache.

Later, alongside Gabriel, Nathan contemplates their path forward but

remains unsure about the Alliance's effectiveness against powerful foes like

the Hunters. They decide against discussion about Nathan's mysterious Gift,

which Gabriel notes is complicated by their precarious situation. Nathan

ultimately leaves the confines of the house to seek solitude by the lake,

where he wants to connect with his Gift and find clarity.

### Rain

This chapter shifts to the night, depicting Nathan swimming in the lake

under a dark, overcast sky. As Nathan floats, he experiences a vivid

flashback to a memory of Kieran, feeling his pain and identifying with the

animalistic struggle. This haunting memory is intertwined with his current

turmoil, showcasing Nathan’s deep connection to his past.

As rain begins to pour, Nathan tries to connect further with his animal

instincts but is interrupted when he witnesses Nesbitt setting out unusual

stone bowls. Intrigued, Nathan stealthily investigates, overhearing a

conversation between Nesbitt and Van about him. They discuss the
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importance of building trust and the challenges Nathan, a Half Code, may

face in aligning with the Alliance. This highlights his struggle for identity

and belonging in a world where he feels out of place among both White and

Black Witches.

After their discussion, Nathan realizes he is exposed when he spots Hunters

in two boats scanning the shoreline with binoculars. One of them is

identified as Jessica, amplifying the danger of his situation. Swiftly, he races

back to the house, alerting Nesbitt about the Hunters' presence. The urgency

escalates as Nesbitt gathers their belongings, preparing to flee. Van gathers

resources quickly, demonstrating her leadership.

Within moments, Nathan, Gabriel, Van, and Nesbitt escape the house in a

black limousine. As they drive away from the potential threat, Van reveals

their destination—a secluded, well-maintained castle that will serve as their

temporary refuge from the dangers lurking in the dark. The chapter

concludes with a sense of uncertainty looming over their escape, poised for

the challenges that await.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Rain

### Summary of Chapters: Rain and Slovakia

Chapter: Rain

As night falls, Nathan swims in a dark, overcast lake, sensing change in the

air, hinting at an impending rainstorm. Strikingly, he recalls a traumatic

memory involving Kieran, a figure pivotal to his past, revealed through

visceral sensations of pain and blood. The experience, triggered by cold

water and a crow's cry, acts as a reminder of the blurred boundaries between

his human and animal selves.

Later, sitting by a fire on the lakeshore, Nathan’s attempt to connect with his

animal instincts brings forth uncomfortable memories. As rain intensifies, he

moves toward the house for shelter but witnesses Nesbitt placing odd stone

bowls outside, prompting his curiosity. Eavesdropping, Nathan overhears a

conversation between Nesbitt and Van, where they discuss the complexities

of Nathan's identity as a Half Code and the challenges he faces in trusting

the Alliance to which they belong. 

The rain subsides, but Nathan's fleeting sense of safety is shattered when he

spots Hunters approaching on the lake, led by the ominous Jessica. With

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


urgency, he alerts Nesbitt about the danger, and they prepare for a quick

escape, gathering their supplies before fleeing in a limousine. Despite a tense

ride through the darkening landscape, they momentarily evade their pursuers

as they head north toward a secure location—an old castle that promises

temporary refuge.

---

Chapter: Slovakia

Arriving at their destination just as night drapes over the landscape, they

trade their conspicuous vehicle for a more inconspicuous car. The castle,

resembling a cozy country house enveloped by a dense forest, offers the

seclusion they desperately need. While Nesbitt prepares food inside, Nathan

seeks solitude in the forest, feeling the fatigue from their long journey. He

urges Gabriel to stay behind, needing to be alone.

After falling asleep, Nathan is roused by the presence of a deer, and

instinctually, he begins to transform into the animal’s body, navigating the

high tension between his human consciousness and the animalistic urge to

hunt. Despite his attempts to communicate with the animal to spare the deer,

he awakens later, horrified to discover he has killed it, left with the

confusion of a violent instinct that disregards his reluctance.
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In the morning, Nathan wrestles with the fallout of his actions and his

powers. Frustrated by his inability to help Annalise and the continued

reliance on his Gifts, he seeks Van, finally locating her in the study. There,

she reveals her progress on a potion intended for Gabriel, requiring two final

ingredients: the rainwater collected during their time in Geneva and,

ominously, Nathan’s own soul.

This revelation about his soul deepens Nathan's internal struggle with his

identity and loyalty, as he grapples with the implications of being the focal

point of their plan. As they prepare for the next steps in their journey, the

tension between his animal instincts and his human morality continues to

weigh heavily on him, foreshadowing the difficult choices he must soon

make.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Slovakia

### Summary of Chapters: Slovakia & Magical Mumbo-Jumbo

As dusk falls over the secluded castle in Slovakia, Nathan and his

companions have finally arrived after a long day’s drive, which included a

strategic car switch to avoid detection. While Van and Nesbitt go inside to

prepare food, Nathan, overwhelmed by fatigue and the pressures of his

ongoing struggles, opts to sleep alone in the forest rather than face his

mounting frustrations inside the castle.

In the depths of the woods, Nathan's exhaustion leads to a primal

transformation into a deer, triggered by an instinctual adrenaline response.

Struggling against his animal nature, he attempts to control the hunt,

wanting to refrain from killing a deer that he spots. Unfortunately, the

animalistic side of him prevails, resulting in a violent encounter he cannot

fully remember. When he awakens, he is left covered in blood, grappling

with an unsettling realization that he is both the hunter and not entirely in

control of his actions. Conflicted about his identity and the implications of

his Gift, he spends the night in confusion, recognizing the disconnect

between his human consciousness and the wild instincts of the creature he

becomes.
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The following day, Nathan confronts his frustrations regarding their mission

to save Annalise and lamenting the constraints of his powers. He navigates

through the castle only to find Nesbitt, who directs him to Van, now

seemingly better prepared than ever. Van reveals that the potion required to

restore Gabriel to his true self is nearly complete, pending the addition of

two essential ingredients: rainwater from a specific lunar cycle and,

disturbingly, Nathan's soul.

In the subsequent discussion between Nathan and Van, they delve into the

nature of Gabriel's predicament, exploring how his exceptionally strong Gift

has caused him to lose touch with his Black Witch essence. Van insists that

Nathan is uniquely qualified to help, despite his protests of being merely a

Half Code. She claims that Gabriel sees him as the embodiment of the

reunited powers of Black and White witches. This unexpected revelation is

interrupted by Nesbitt, who brings refreshments and is instructed to summon

Gabriel.

When Gabriel joins them, Van outlines the process: they will consume her

potion and enter a trance to reclaim Gabriel's essence. This method poses the

risk of losing themselves in the trance indefinitely, a fate with dire

consequences. Nathan grapples with the weight of this plan, spurred on by

the urgency to save Annalise—who remains vulnerable to Hunters—and

growing frustrated with the delay caused by waiting for a new moon.
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Despite Van's reassurances about Mercury's ability to protect Annalise,

Nathan's growing agitation surfaces, leading to an outburst where he storms

out, angered by the stagnation and the gravity of their situation. This

emotional turmoil underscores the growing urgency of their quest, the

complexities of identity, and the intricate weave of magic and responsibility

they must navigate in their battle against dark forces.
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Chapter 16: Magical Mumbo-Jumbo

### Magical Mumbo-Jumbo

In Van's study, I sit across from her, observing her smoke. She explains that

Gabriel, burdened by his powerful Gift, struggles to reconnect with his

essence, particularly the part of him tied to his identity as a Black Witch. I

express doubt about my ability to help since I’m only a Half Code witch.

However, Van insists that it doesn’t matter; what matters is that Gabriel

trusts me deeply and sees me as an embodiment of both White and Black

Witch strengths. 

As our conversation unfolds, Nesbitt, Van's quirky assistant, enters with

refreshments and leaves to fetch Gabriel. I can't help but wonder about the

compatibility between Van and Nesbitt, who seems to continually complain

about his role. Their partnership is perplexing, given Van's enigmatic

wisdom and youth. 

When Gabriel arrives, Van outlines a plan for him to regain his original self

through a potion that will bind us in a trance to find his essence. Gabriel

reassures me that magic often defies sense, even if that doesn’t lessen my

apprehension. I express my fears about the possibility of failing to retrieve

Gabriel’s essence and the dreadful alternative of getting lost in the trance
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until death. 

Van then brings up the crucial detail that the ritual can only take place under

a new moon in two weeks, which raises my panic about Annalise’s

deteriorating condition and the potential danger from Hunters. Van reassures

me of Mercury's survival skills, but my frustration boils over as I realize we

can’t wait for two weeks. Feeling childish, I storm out of the room, my

emotions taking control.

### Telling Gabriel

The following two weeks are filled with rigorous training. I focus on

improving my fitness with both Gabriel and Nesbitt, feeling increasingly

alive thanks to my Gift. Although I run alongside them in the mornings,

their teasing often drives me to go solo. Nesbitt's relentless ribbing makes

me wonder about my patience, but I choose to ignore him, running off into

solitude.

Daily workouts give way to moments of reflection, especially at night when

I venture into the forest. It's during one of these starlit nights that I decide to

confront my gift—transforming into an animal form. I hope to learn control

over the primal instincts that come with it. Targeting a fox den, I prepare to

track a fox, driven by a wish to connect with the animal within rather than

kill.
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However, the transformation proves more overwhelming than I anticipated.

Once in the animal's body, despite my commands to spare the fox, instinct

takes over, culminating in my first kill. Awakening in horror beside the

carcass, I’m filled with rage and disgust at myself. I grapple with feelings of

betrayal—how could this animality be part of me?

As dawn approaches, I wrestle with despair over my Gift's uncontrollable

nature. Lacking direction, I ponder seeking Van's counsel but resist that urge,

wishing to grasp my situation independently. Meeting Gabriel and Nesbitt

for our morning run, tension escalates when Nesbitt’s teasing leads to a

confrontation. However, Gabriel intercedes, urging calm.

Afterward, Gabriel prompts me to discuss my turmoil regarding my Gift. I

confess the duality within me—the wild animal that surfaces, wreaking

havoc I cannot control. I share the haunting memories of my first kills: a

Hunter and Kieran, Annalise's brother. Each recollection reveals the visceral

nature of my animal side—a force I cannot entirely understand or command.

Gabriel reassures me, stating that the animal's actions spring not from

malevolence but instinct. He urges me to accept my Gift, pushing me to find

strength in vulnerability. His gentleness surprises me, particularly when he

leans in for a tender kiss, igniting feelings I struggle to comprehend.

Through it all, a deeper bond forms, reminding me that I’m not alone in my
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struggles.

As we both confront the beast inside, I share the exhilaration alongside fear

that accompanies my Gift. Gabriel validates my feelings and encourages me

to acknowledge the wild side rather than fight it. After all, being a true witch

means experiencing every facet of existence—something I need to embrace.

But at the heart of this lesson is the lingering question: what animal do I

truly become? 

In the end, I recognize that in my transformation, I'm not just a creature of

instinct but someone searching for belonging and acceptance—both in this

world and within myself.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Telling Gabriel

### Telling Gabriel

In a span of two weeks, the protagonist immerses himself in rigorous

training, motivated by the need to regain peak fitness and harness the

strength of his Gift, which has made him feel more alive. Despite training

with Gabriel and Nesbitt, he often ends up running alone, as Nesbitt’s

teasing becomes too irritating. He uses the mornings to run, prepare

breakfast, take naps, and engage in evening fighting practice, often beating

Nesbitt while he's cooking.

While grappling with his newfound Gift, which allows him to transform into

animals, he spends nights in the nearby forest, hoping to control this beastly

aspect of himself. One night, he attempts to hunt a fox without killing it,

wanting to bring forth the “animal self” and learn to restrain it. However, his

efforts lead to a tragic failure as he loses control and ends up killing the fox.

Distressed by his actions, he wrestles with anger and hatred towards this part

of himself that he cannot contain, feeling like a beast rather than a human.

At dawn, he meets Gabriel and Nesbitt for their routine run. Gabriel

observes his disheveled appearance and tries to lighten the mood, but

tensions rise when Nesbitt's teasing provokes Nathan's anger. Gabriel steps
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in to diffuse the situation, urging Nathan to control his rage. This interaction

spirals into a deeper conversation about Nathan's Gift and newfound

dangers. Nathan confesses his fear of harming others, recounting past

incidents where he lost control and unintentionally killed. He grapples with

the duality of his nature, feeling both powerful and monstrous.

Gabriel provides reassurance, helping Nathan recognize that the animal

instinct is part of him and not inherently evil, suggesting instead that he

learn to coexist with this side. As they share a tender moment, Nathan

struggles to articulate his feelings about their bond—their friendship and

Nathan's love for Gabriel are intertwined with his inner turmoil. Gabriel’s

touch brings comfort, and they share an emotional connection, which

becomes a turning point for Nathan in accepting his complicated nature.

### Using My Soul

As they prepare for a ritual during the new moon, Van instructs Nathan and

Gabriel on the necessary steps to navigate through the labyrinth of Gabriel's

mind. Each must prepare their body: Gabriel through gentle exercise and

nutrition, while Nathan must spend the night confined indoors to heighten

his senses. The ritual, though shrouded in uncertainty, is deemed crucial for

their success and involves drinking a potion, cutting their palms, and binding

their hands together.
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The day before, Nathan spends time alone in the forest, reflecting on the past

and building resilience. However, anxiety creeps in at the prospect of being

locked away, conjuring memories of previous experiences that were

traumatic and frightening. A sense of foreboding deepens when he realizes

he will face a long night in a small stone cell.

As Van locks Nathan in the cellar, he starts succumbing to panic and

physical discomfort, battling feelings of entrapment and sickness. The

claustrophobic atmosphere triggers visions and sounds that exacerbate his

fear. However, he keeps his focus on Gabriel, determined to endure not only

for himself but also for him. Nesbitt checks on him at intervals, yet Nathan

remains trapped in an unsettling cycle of fear and physical distress.

Eventually, he hears Gabriel's comforting voice, which brings him some

relief. The red veil of distress lifts, and he lies exhausted as dawn breaks,

feeling more attuned with his surroundings. Emerging from the cellar,

Nathan experiences a euphoric awareness of reality, sensing a newfound

clarity intensified by his ordeal.

As they prepare for the initiation ceremony led by Van, Nathan contemplates

the full weight of what lies ahead. He and Gabriel drink the potion, which

feels unpleasant but he endures it to stay connected with Gabriel. When it

comes time to bind their hands with the wooden stake, Nathan feels an

instinctive urge to push through the pain rather than resist. The act of
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binding their hands symbolizes their connection, though it also opens the

door to deeper magical and emotional challenges that they must navigate

together.

With a profound bond forged through pain and shared experience, Nathan is

once again confronted by his animal spirit but takes strength in knowing that

Gabriel is with him. As he grapples with the complexities of his Gift, the

journey blossoms into one of acceptance rather than rejection, promising

both trials and growth ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Acceptance of Duality

Critical Interpretation: In the delicate balance between his human

emotions and animal instincts, you find a compelling invitation to

embrace the complexities of your own nature. Just like Nathan learns

to coexist with the beast within, you are encouraged to accept the

differing facets of yourself—your strengths and weaknesses, your

fears and passions. This acceptance fosters resilience, urging you to

rise despite challenges, transforming past struggles into personal

growth. By acknowledging every part of who you are without

judgment, you unlock the potential for deeper connections, just as

Nathan experiences with Gabriel, paving the way for a more authentic

and fulfilling life.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Using My Soul

### Using My Soul and The First Stake: Summary

On the day of the new moon, Nathan prepares for a ritual with Gabriel under

the guidance of Van, who introduces the need for a potion and a peculiar

binding process involving a sharp wooden stake. The goal is to navigate the

labyrinthine depths of Gabriel’s mind, but both men must undergo physical

and mental preparations to enhance their experience. Gabriel is instructed to

eat well and exercise, while Nathan must confront the oppressive confines of

the castle's cellar alone overnight, a challenge that evokes traumatic

memories of a past ordeal when he was trapped without his Gift.

As Nathan spends his final daylight hours in the forest, his resolve to support

Gabriel drives him, despite hunger and anxiety. The serenity of nature

contrasts sharply with the oppressive anticipation of his impending

confinement. When he enters the cellar, isolation sets in, and the suffocating

atmosphere quickly triggers nausea and panic. As hours pass in torment,

Nathan struggles to keep his mind stable against the incessant noises, which

blend into echoes of pain and fear provoked by the dark place. 

As the ritual dawns, Nathan's mind and body are pushed to their limits, yet

he clings to fleeting moments of relief brought by the thought of Gabriel.
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The moment of the binding arrives, and Nathan shares a deep connection

with Gabriel as they prepare to merge their fates with blood. After drinking

the bitter potion, their hands are staked together, establishing a bond that

braves physical pain for emotional communion. Although Nathan initially

feels warmth and elation, fear and panic resurface, pulling him into a

disorienting haze of mud and darkness.

In the subsequent chapter, "The First Stake," Nathan awakens on a sunny

terrace in Geneva, tethered to Gabriel. They must locate an escape route,

referred to as a 'cut,' but their path is obstructed by ruthless Hunters. As the

scene grows darker with the Hunters’ relentless assault on Gabriel, Nathan

becomes paralyzed, torn between seeking the cut and his desire to protect

Gabriel from harm. The vision takes a terrifying turn when Soul and Mr.

Wallend appear, threatening to sever Nathan’s ties to Gabriel—an act that

culminates in physical pain as the stake is turned, intensifying their bond.

Despite his traumatic vision and the pain surging from their connected

hands, Nathan is determined not to succumb to despair, assuring Gabriel that

he will try to find an escape next time. Another potion is consumed, and

while removing the stake is surprisingly relieving, the process of reinserting

a new stake brings excruciating torment just as hope flickers of finding a

way out, reflecting the essence of their shared struggle against external

threats and internal demons. The narrative captures the depth of Nathan’s

emotional journey as he navigates the perilous boundaries of their
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intertwined destinies.
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Chapter 19 Summary: The First Stake

### Summary of "The First Stake" and "The Second Stake"

The First Stake

The scene opens with Nathan waking up in a dream-like state on a sunlit

terrace in Geneva, next to Gabriel, who is holding his hand. Nathan feels

compelled to find a "cut," a passage that could help him uncover Gabriel's

true self. He recalls a similar moment when Gabriel had previously used this

passageway. 

As Nathan searches for the cut above the drainpipe, he grows increasingly

frantic because Gabriel remains silent despite his urgent queries. Their

situation escalates when a group of Hunters—menacing figures representing

a threat—begins to surround them. Nathan’s frustration mounts when

Gabriel does not assist him, and they face a dire confrontation as the Hunters

start attacking Gabriel instead. 

Suddenly, Nathan becomes paralyzed, unable to help due to a mysterious

force. Just then, Soul, a character with dubious intentions, appears with Mr.

Wallend, who brandishes chrome clippers. In an agonizing twist, Nathan
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experiences an unimaginable sense of detachment as his little finger is

severed and transformed into green smoke.

Amidst the chaos, a gun is forced into Nathan's hand, demanding he shoot

Gabriel for the chance to breathe. In a moment of despair and resistance,

Nathan refuses, but Wallend pulls the trigger, leading Nathan back into a

suffocating darkness.

Upon awakening, Nathan and Gabriel exchange a knowing look; both realize

they have shared the same nightmarish vision. Time seems to have flown,

and Nathan faces excruciating pain as Van prepares to change the stake in his

hand, revealing an ongoing struggle between their reality and the illusions

surrounding them.

The Second Stake

The narrative transitions to a dramatic ascent through a rugged mountain in

Switzerland, where Nathan and Gabriel are attempting to escape from the

relentless pursuers. Gabriel warns Nathan about the approaching dangers

and, drawing on inner confidence, Nathan declares they are close to safety. 

As they climb, Nathan swiftly advances, but a gray mist envelops them,

obscuring their paths and disorienting Nathan. In his panic, he fails to find
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Gabriel, whose calls he cannot distinguish from the deceptive echoes in the

fog. When he finally discovers a clear path leading to a peaceful valley

devoid of Hunters, he excitedly tries to reach Gabriel but finds himself

alone.

Determined to return for Gabriel, Nathan navigates the misty landscape,

hoping to evade the lurking Hunters. As he maneuvers through this

labyrinth, he comes across Kieran—a haunting figure from Nathan’s past

who represents unresolved guilt and fear. 

Kieran stands over Gabriel, threatening him with a gun and exacting revenge

for Nathan’s previous actions against him. Overwhelmed by the fear of

losing Gabriel, Nathan pleads for mercy, desperately trying to convince

himself that Kieran cannot harm them. However, the tension culminates in a

shocking moment as Kieran pulls the trigger, leaving Nathan in a state of

horror and despair.

Both chapters intertwine themes of fear, the struggle between illusions and

reality, and the relentless quest for safety and connection as Nathan and

Gabriel navigate a menacing world filled with hunters and haunting figures

from their past.
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Chapter 20: The Second Stake

### The Second Stake

In the mountains of Switzerland, Nathan and Gabriel are escaping peril as

black specks signify the approach of their enemies, known as Hunters. With

urgency, the duo scales steep rocks towards safety, an ascent that Nathan

somehow knows will lead them to refuge on the other side of a peak. As

Nathan climbs faster than Gabriel, a sudden mist envelops the landscape,

obscuring their path. Navigating through the precarious pathways, Nathan

becomes disoriented and loses sight of Gabriel.

Frantic, Nathan calls out for him, but answers come from deceptive figures,

reminding him of the Hunters stalking them. Eventually, Nathan spots a pair

of standing stones that offers a fleeting glimpse of a safer valley below.

Ecstatic, he shouts for Gabriel, but receives no reply. Realizing he must go

back, Nathan descends in search of Gabriel, battling moments of panic and

doubt.

Along the way, he senses Gabriel's presence through faint sounds, only to

arrive at a harrowing scene: Kieran, a figure from Nathan's past—the dead

Hunter—stands over Gabriel with a gun. Unable to shake off the traumatic

reality of Kieran's presence, Nathan desperately pleads for mercy as Kieran
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taunts him. The horrifying climax culminates when Kieran pulls the trigger,

plunging Nathan into a nightmare of grief and helplessness.

### The Third Stake

In a disorienting shift, Nathan finds himself in the company of Van, a mentor

figure, who tends to Gabriel's injuries while they both recover from the

ordeal. Their time in captivity leaves Nathan uncertain of how long they

have been in the tender grip of fear and exhaustion. Van administers a potent

potion to both, urging them to stay together for strength—Bonded in shared

pain, Nathan and Gabriel silently acknowledge their need for one another.

Suddenly, Nathan wakes up in a serene forest of slender silver

birches—Gabriel's voice brings clarity, revealing their location in Verdon,

France. As Gabriel expresses a wish to visit Nathan's cherished homeland of

Wales, Nathan realizes a sense of agency that he hadn’t felt before. The

chains of captivity are broken, and for the first time, he feels the thrill of

liberation.

Determined to lead Gabriel to safety, Nathan stands with a mixture of

excitement and apprehension. The promise of escape lies in the distance, yet

he grapples with the enormity of his choices. In a burst of newfound resolve,

Nathan takes Gabriel's hand and they run through the haunting beauty of the

woodland, their speed fueled by the echoes of their shared struggles. Their
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destination, a deep gorge, beckons—a leap of faith that Nathan knows they

must take.

As they plunge into the abyss, something miraculous occurs; they find

themselves transported back to Wales, enveloped in familiar sights and

sounds. Together, at a clear stream, Nathan feels a deep connection to the

land and realizes the crucial step they must take to assert their shared

destiny. He plunges a stake into the ground, intertwining their lives and

sacrifices, while he and Gabriel's hearts meld in a poignant moment of unity.

With a resolve that courses through him, Nathan falls forward, embracing

the earth beneath him, knowing their spirits are forever entwined. 

As Nathan opens his eyes, he sees Gabriel transformed—his eyes now

reflecting an ancient power and depth that speaks to their intertwined fates

and the resurgence of hope amidst their trials.
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Chapter 21 Summary: The Third Stake

In "The Third Stake," tension escalates as Van assists in a critical ritual

 involving Gabriel and the protagonist. As they navigate a painful and

uncertain situation, the duo receives another dose of a mysterious potion.

The sense of disorientation and fatigue weighs heavily on them, prompting

the protagonist to reaffirm their bond with Gabriel, emphasizing the need for

unity amidst turmoil.

When the ritual culminates in a painful stake insertion, the protagonist loses

consciousness and awakens in a tranquil forest of silver birch trees. Gabriel

recognizes their surroundings as Verdon in France, a place that brings him

joy. The protagonist, equally moved, dreams of taking Gabriel to

Wales—her cherished sanctuary. When requested, she grapples with the

challenge, fearing the dangers that lurk in the world around them,

particularly the elusive Hunters—dangerous beings that pose a threat to their

freedom.

Despite the uncertainty of how to navigate their route to Wales, an

instinctual spark ignites within the protagonist, urging her to embrace the

freedom she has fought hard to obtain. With Gabriel's hand firmly in hers,

they take off through the woods, racing toward a steep gorge. Embracing the

exhilaration of the moment, the protagonist leaps off the edge, propelled by

her inner animalistic instincts. They plunge through a dark, swirling tunnel
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of energy before emerging on a sunlit mountainside in Wales, the fresh, rich

air revealing the sanctuary they sought.

At the edge of a stream, they pause to drink and celebrate their return home.

The protagonist feels a compelling urge to complete a sacred connection,

using the wooden stake that binds her to Gabriel. This act symbolizes their

intertwined fates and the journey they’ve endured together. As she drives the

stake into her heart and the earth’s core, a mystical bond takes shape

between them—a merging of blood and spirit that signifies rebirth and unity.

Finally, consciousness returns as she gazes into Gabriel's eyes, now

transformed and imbued with the deep, enchanting hues of a Black Witch.

This transformation hints at the deepening magical elements within their

lives and the challenges that lie ahead as they navigate their newfound

powers and the world that seeks to keep them apart.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Do Obama

### Summary of the Chapters

In the aftermath of a significant transformation, Gabriel emerges

 revitalized, having reclaimed his former self, distinct from his previous fain

form. The healing experience leaves both him and Nathan—the narrator—

marveling at the power of their abilities. Despite being physically depleted

from lack of food and sleep, Nathan prioritizes his bond with Gabriel, who

radiates confidence and joy in his new identity.

As they prepare for breakfast, the enigmatic Van announces the urgency of

 their mission, hinting at an important Alliance meeting in Barcelona. She a

cknowledges Nathan's recent success with a potion that usually has

unpredictable outcomes, emphasizing the need for swift action. The mood is

lightened by Gabriel's playful banter about his gift of transformation, which

leads to questions about his ability to embody various historical figures. Van

interjects to clarify that while Gabriel can temporarily take on the forms of

others, he remains intrinsically himself, except when he overachieves and

becomes permanently stuck as a fain.

After breakfast—an extravagant buffet prepared by Nesbitt—the group

 prepares to leave for Barcelona but Nathan feels the weight of his scars,
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both physical and emotional, which serves as a stark contrast to the

light-hearted atmosphere. His momentary frustration surfaces when he

reflects on his painful past and the scars he has endured.

The journey to Barcelona begins with tension, as Nathan is anxious about

the whereabouts of his friend Annalise, who has been in a state of magical

 slumber for months. Van has a dual agenda: to find Annalise and to seek out

Pilot, a person entrusted with Mercury’s secrets. They head to Isch, a

 supplier of witchcraft essentials, in hopes of gathering information on

Pilot’s location amidst the bustling city.

Upon arriving in Barcelona, Nesbitt’s lack of sleep is evident, contrasting

Van’s unwavering composure. While waiting in the car, Nathan and Gabriel

experience hunger pangs, but excitement grows at the thought of

encountering Isch. Van warns them to remain hidden from any stray Hunters

that may be around, a significant concern given their ongoing threats from

adversaries.

With a sudden surge of instinct, Gabriel decides to follow Van and Nesbitt as

they step away for their meeting. Nathan insists on tagging along, and they

navigate the narrow alleys of Barcelona. When they discover Isch's location

and overhear discussions about the Alliance, Nathan's internal conflict

intensifies as he recognizes a familiar voice among those gathered. It

belongs to his former teacher, a figure of authority and pain in his past. 
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In an emotional moment, the memories of the abuse he suffered flood his

mind, leading him to pull out a knife as he approaches the door to confront

her. The reader is left in suspense, feeling the tension of Nathan stepping

into a confrontation that carries profound implications for his past and the

mission at hand. 

This journey to Barcelona not only reflects the urgency of seeking

Annalise’s rescue but also serves as a catalyst for Nathan’s inner struggle

with his memories and identity, setting the stage for pivotal confrontations to

come.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Barcelona

### Summary of Chapters: Barcelona & My Teacher and Guardian

In the chapters set in Barcelona, the main characters—Nathan, Gabriel, Van,

and Nesbitt—are on a quest to locate a woman named Annalise, who has

been in deep sleep for two months. They are also trying to uncover the

whereabouts of a figure named Mercury, whose home is essential for their

mission. With Mercury being elusive, Van decides to consult Isch, a supplier

who provides resources and information important to witches, as she is

believed to know Mercury's location.

Upon arriving in Barcelona, the group's exhaustion is palpable. While Van

remains composed, the others look worn down. Nesbitt briefly goes to fetch

food, leaving Nathan and Gabriel to speculate about their next moves. Van

warns Nathan to stay hidden to avoid detection by Hunters, who are enemies

of witches.

Gabriel unexpectedly decides to follow Van and Nesbitt as they venture out

to meet Isch. Nathan insists on coming along, leading them both down

winding alleys until they reach a building where Van's meeting with Isch is

taking place. Gabriel, showing ingenuity, unlocks the door with a special

hairpin gifted from Rose. They overhear a significant discussion involving
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Van and Isch regarding a Black Witch, and then Nathan recognizes a

voice—Celia, his former teacher and guardian, who once held power over

him.

Celia’s presence sparks a mix of anger and confusion in Nathan. As tensions

rise, a confrontation unfolds where Gabriel readies his gun against Celia,

prompting a standoff among the group. Van tries to mediate, explaining that

Celia is now part of the Alliance, a group of witches opposed to the corrupt

regime led by Soul, the White Council, and the Hunters. Despite the distrust

fostered by Celia’s past actions, Van insists on the necessity of all available

allies, revealing that Celia has vital information.

Nathan struggles with feelings of betrayal and anger towards Celia for her

prior role in his captivity. He finally lowers his weapon, but not without

expressing his deep skepticism about her motives. Celia argues that she is

now an ally against a greater evil, revealing the extent of Soul's regime's

brutality against witches.

As discussions continue, Van presents evidence of Soul's atrocities, showing

that the threat transcends the old prejudices between Black and White

Witches. This culminates in Nathan being drawn into a narrative larger than

his personal grievances. He must now grapple with issues of trust, legacy,

and the brutal realities of the world he inhabit, propelling the group toward a

united front against their common enemy.
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In these chapters, overarching themes of betrayal, survival, and the

complexity of alliances are explored, setting the stage for Nathan's

increasingly complicated role within the Alliance as they confront a shared

adversary.
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Chapter 24: My Teacher and Guardian

### Summary of Chapters: "My Teacher and Guardian" and "Isch"

In the tense atmosphere of a concealed meeting, Nathan confronts Celia, a

former captor now allied with the Alliance—a group seeking to dismantle

the oppressive regime led by Soul and the White Council. Dressed in army

gear, Celia attempts to establish a semblance of camaraderie by greeting

Nathan, but he counters with hostility, revealing the deep-seated animosity

he harbors toward her for their past encounters.

Van, a leader within the Alliance, intervenes, explaining Celia's essential role

in their movement against the tyrannical government. She insists that Nathan

must cooperate with Celia if he wants their help in rescuing Annalise, a

character of great importance to him. Nathan grapples with the idea of

joining forces with someone he despises, reflecting a grim reality: the stakes

are too high, and his options are limited.

As tensions escalate, Nathan brandishes a gun, pushing the barrel

threateningly against Celia's forehead, testing the balance of power. Celia,

remaining calm, addresses Nathan’s anger, hinting at the broader danger

posed by Soul, which transcends their personal history. She relays crucial

information: since Nathan’s escape, the Council has changed drastically,
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with him and his father now labeled as most-wanted fugitives.

The narrative shifts focus momentarily as Celia staunchly positions herself

against the corruption of both Soul and Wallend, appealing to Nathan’s

desire for justice while revealing her own painful losses due to their regime.

Despite his animosity, Nathan's instincts begin to waver as he considers her

claims about the dangers posed to both Black and White witches. 

When her revelations strike a chord, Nathan storms out, needing space to

process the complexity of his feelings—anger aimed at Celia and concern

for the oppressed witches. 

---

In the subsequent chapter, Nathan seeks solace on a balcony, joining Gabriel

as they confront the aftermath of the meeting. In a vulnerable moment,

Nathan shares the psychological scars inflicted by Celia during his captivity,

revealing the deep emotional turmoil crafted by his past abuse.

An hour passes, and Nathan learns more about his friends Arran and

Deborah. He discovers Arran is safely training to be a doctor in London

while Deborah works for the Council in an archival role, covertly risking her

life to send information to Celia. This news stirs a storm of conflicting

emotions within Nathan—unresolved anger toward Celia alongside worry
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for his siblings.

Gabriel's unwavering support offers Nathan comfort, deepening their bond.

As they navigate their complicated emotions, Nathan grapples with his

affection for both Gabriel and Annalise—a confusion exacerbated by his

traumatic past's lingering shadows.

The narrative then introduces Isch, a robust and colorful character who

discusses the practice of selling apprentices. While Nathan initially reacts

negatively, Isch insists these young girls are not slaves, likening them

instead to valuable apprentices in a marketplace. Nathan struggles with the

morality of their situation, questioning the ethics of a system that

commodifies people.

Isch's business sense contrasts sharply with Nathan’s ideals, highlighting the

conflicting realities within their world. As they plot what comes next,

Nathan internally wrestles with the darker aspects of society, discerning that

while Isch may offer valuable information, her motivations remain suspect.

Doubts linger about the potential dangers ahead as Van expresses confidence

in Isch's loyalty while Nathan grapples with the ethical implications of their

venture.

Both chapters encapsulate Nathan’s volatile emotions, the complexity of

alliances in a treacherous political landscape, and the difficult choices forced
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upon him against a backdrop of personal betrayal and broader socio-political

strife.
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Chapter 25 Summary: Isch

### Summary

#### Isch

The story begins with the protagonist, who is unnamed but reflects on a

troubled past with a character named Celia—an abusive figure from their

childhood. Gripped by unresolved emotions, the protagonist seeks

information from Gabriel, a trusted ally. They discuss Arran, who is in

London studying to be a doctor, and Deborah, who is precariously working

for the Council while risking her life to provide Celia with sensitive

information. This newfound awareness of past injustices ignites anger within

the protagonist, contrasting sharply with their feelings for Gabriel, who has

shown unwavering support and kindness.

As they sit in a richly decorated room with rugs and cushions, they find

themselves in the company of Isch, a woman who speaks bluntly about the

sale of young girls as apprentices rather than slaves. Her views reflect a grim

reality of commodification in their world. The protagonist questions the

ethics of such practices, reinforcing their stance against exploitation.

Tensions rise when Isch discusses a mysterious figure named Mercury, who

utilizes young people for her purposes, hinting at a darker underbelly of their
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society.

Isch also mentions Pilot, a significant figure not yet introduced, while the

others acknowledge the risks of doing business in these cruel times. After a

brief discussion, they depart to seek out Pilot, foreshadowing a dangerous

meeting ahead.

#### Pilot

After a lengthy and covert journey into the mountains, the protagonist,

Gabriel, and Nesbitt arrive at Pilot’s remote home, where Gabriel’s rapport

with Pilot becomes apparent. However, tensions surface between Van and

Pilot, suggesting a history of conflict. As they settle in, the dichotomy

between how they are treated highlights issues of social status and prejudice

within their world; Pilot embodies a certain elitism, viewing those of mixed

heritage disdainfully.

As night envelops the mountain, an uneasy atmosphere persists. While

Nesbitt and the protagonist wait, they overhear the ongoing negotiation

between Gabriel and Pilot. This moment underscores the group's reliance on

Gabriel’s connections and his ability to navigate complex social dynamics.

Suddenly, the tension escalates when the protagonist senses something

unsettling in the air—an intruder with a mobile phone. As they stealthily
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scout the area, the protagonist reveals a newly honed instinct for danger, a

skill learned from Celia, their former captor, who had trained them for

combat. This ability quickly proves essential when the protagonist spots a

Hunter—an antagonist typically seeking to capture or kill them.

A tense confrontation unfolds, resulting in a series of quick, violent

altercations. The protagonist reveals their combat skills and survival

instincts, dispatching several Hunters efficiently. But just as triumph seems

within reach, a twist of fate occurs—Pilot is shot, leaving her life hanging in

the balance. 

With emerging threats and a sense of urgency, they must evacuate quickly.

In the chaos, another child appears—an unexpected companion who is both

a symbol of innocence and the dire stakes at hand. Amidst the turmoil,

alliances solidify as the group becomes determined to protect each other,

support Pilot, and escape the clutches of their enemies.

The narrative combines themes of trauma, loyalty, and survival as the

characters navigate a world rife with danger, revealing their inner struggles

and the bonds that forge them into a cohesive unit in their fight against

oppression.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 26 Summary: Pilot

### Pilot

In the dead of night, our group arrives at a secluded mountain village after a

grueling six-hour journey. Having traded our car for a more inconspicuous

4x4, we leave it behind with a companion named Van to avoid drawing

attention, as the area is characterized by its old and battered vehicles.

Gabriel, Nesbitt, and I make the trek up to Pilot's house, the furthest one,

identified by the dim glow from a downstairs window. As we approach,

tension hangs in the air due to Pilot's previous rifts with Van, making

Gabriel's relationship with her crucial for our negotiation.

As we knock on the door, anticipation fills the silence until we are greeted

by Pilot—a strikingly tall woman with long black hair. Gabriel exchanges

pleasantries, but it's clear that Pilot is wary of us, particularly Nesbitt, whom

she seems to disdain. Nesbitt explains that Pilot is a snob, preferring

purebloods over half-bloods, casting an unwelcoming shadow over our

introduction.

Once inside, we find Pilot and Gabriel engaged in a conversation while we

are seated at a distance on worn rugs. After a while, a thin girl appears to

serve us, but her sour demeanor and the dirty glasses make Nesbitt wary of
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her intentions. As the dialogue between Pilot and Gabriel continues, our

exhaustion mounts, leading us to doze off in the warmth of the fire.

Daylight pierces through our slumber, awakening us to the unsettling sounds

of crickets, yet something feels off. I sense a faint, rhythmic sound that

catches my attention. With Nesbitt, we decide to scout the area, suspecting

the presence of a potential danger watching Pilot's house—a Hunter with a

mobile phone. My instincts push me forward, and as I follow the sound, I

find a Hunter concealed, observing the house from the hillside. 

After a tense moment of contemplation, I engage in a quick confrontation

that results in me taking down the Hunter efficiently, only to discover that

there are more in the vicinity. As I regroup with Nesbitt, we find ourselves

in a race against time to warn the others and search for Pilot. Amidst the

chaos, we are ambushed, and Gabriel unexpectedly emerges from the

encounter, gun drawn. To our shock, Pilot has been injured, and as we rush

to help her, it’s a race against the clock to evade the oncoming Hunters.

### On the Road

We speed through the hills in our 4x4, adrenaline mixed with fear fills the air

as we flee from the chaos behind. Pilot, wounded and unconscious, lies

across Gabriel and me, creating a palpable heaviness in the vehicle. The

smell of peppermint from her feet contrasts starkly with the fear permeating
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the air, a reminder of the dire situation we are in. After a painful three-hour

drive, I can’t shake the feeling of dread surrounding Pilot's injuries: bullets

still lodged in her body, her condition deteriorating by the minute.

As we halt for a brief moment of respite, Van checks Pilot's pulse, revealing

it to be weak. Despite her strong healing prowess, the poison from the

bullets is relentless and threatening to overtake her. The urgency of our

situation deepens as we discuss our next steps. Gabriel delves into his

conversation with Pilot before the ambush, revealing vital information. She

claimed to know nothing significant about Mercury’s location, but hinted at

her intent to bring the girl—Pers—to Mercury, which adds layers to our

predicament, complicating our understanding of the Hunters' motivations.

In our discussions, we realize that Isch, a character from our past, may have

revealed our plans to the Hunters, putting us all at further risk. The tension

escalates as we try to make sense of our situation, and amid this turmoil, the

girl, Pers, proves to be filled with spirit. After her initial hostility towards

me, Gabriel manages to communicate with her, revealing her tragic

backstory—her parents murdered by Hunters, and her subsequent escape.

Van, considering Pers's potential value in locating Mercury, proposes

creating a potion that could unlock Pilot's memories of Mercury's home. Yet,

we are faced with the reality that we need Pilot to cooperate, and our

situation grows increasingly dire with time. Van suggests resting until Pilot
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awakens from her induced sleep, thus we decide to make this vast, empty

landscape Pilot’s final resting place if she doesn't survive, a somber yet

realistic contingency as we grapple with the uncertainty of our next move.
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Chapter 27 Summary: On the Road

On the Road

The characters are fleeing in a 4x4, driven recklessly by Nesbitt. In the back,

Gabriel and the narrator struggle with the grim reality of their injured

companion, Pilot, whose life hangs by a thread due to gunshot wounds.

Despite the oppressive fear in the vehicle, they find momentary distraction

in mundane banter—Nesbitt's need to relieve himself breaks the silence,

leading to a brief stop in a rural landscape.

Gabriel monitors Pilot’s condition, reporting a weakening pulse, while the

girl, identified as Pers, kneels by Pilot, offering comfort. Nesbitt, more

concerned with immediate discomforts than Pilot's fate, questions Gabriel

about their conversation with her before the attack. Gabriel recounts how

Pilot, a Black Witch with a history of proximity to the elusive Mercury—a

White Witch—clung to secrets about Mercury’s home, stating that she was

bound not to reveal its location, strengthening the urgency of their mission.

Discussion shifts to speculation about Isch, a potential informant now at risk

of capture by Hunters—the antagonistic force pursuing them. The fear that

Isch may reveal critical secrets puts the group on edge, heightening tensions.

As they confirm that Pilot shared little before the assault, everyone feels the
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weight of loss and impending danger.

Amidst this, a heated encounter unfolds between the narrator and Pers,

resulting in her outburst against him. Van, another member of the group,

tries to gauge the situation, considering that Pers might be a valuable ally in

their search for Mercury.

Van introduces the possibility of using a potion to gain vital memories from

the fading Pilot, prompting a moral dilemma: the only way to obtain the

required blood for the potion involves killing her, despite her imminent

death. The world of black magic complicates their situation, as they must

confront the ethical ramifications of their actions, particularly Nathan, who

grapples with the weight of past killings he has committed in self-defense.

As the night falls, Nathan faces his grim task. Driven by his desire to save

Annalise, he prepares for the ordeal ahead, knowing it could mean another

death at his hands.

---

The Map

Exhausted and mentally drained, Nathan finds himself in a peaceful dream
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of Annalise, but is jolted awake by Gabriel's concern. He possesses a piece

of paper with a map drawn by Mercury that Van deems essential for their

potion, indicating that it must come from Pilot through blood.

Despite Nathan's initial resistance to the idea of killing Pilot, the urgency of

their mission to save Annalise from Mercury comes to the forefront. The

group is aware that time is against them, and Nathan grapples with the

concept of his past murders—acknowledging that this would be yet another

life taken.

With Van instructing him on how to proceed, Nathan prepares for the ritual

of obtaining Pilot's blood, knowing it will require forceful action. Despite

his apprehension, he steels himself for the task, understanding that the vision

he will extract has the potential to guide them to Mercury—a White Witch

holding answers that could save Annalise.

As Pilot lies vulnerable before him, Nathan’s struggle intensifies; his

responsibility weighs heavily on him, conflicting with the compassionate

soul that wanted to avoid harming others. In the inevitable moment, he must

act decisively, cutting into Pilot's arm as instructed, embracing his grim role

in this dangerous intertwining of fate.

As her life ebbs away, he consumes the potion infused with her blood—a

dark and sacrificial act that roots his path toward finding Mercury. With new
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visions flooding his mind, Nathan embarks on the next step of his journey

through Pilot’s fading memories and the hopes to rescue Annalise,

navigating a treacherous world where moral boundaries blur against the

pressing backdrop of survival.
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Chapter 28: The Map

Chapter Summary: The Map & The Shape of a Word

As darkness falls, Nathan finds solace in a secluded field, reflecting on his

feelings for Annalise. As he drifts into sleep, he dreams of idyllic moments

with her by a river. However, the dream shifts to horror as he witnesses

Mercury standing over Annalise, who gasps for air—an omen of the grim

tasks ahead. Startled awake by Gabriel, Nathan realizes he possesses a

critical artifact: a worn map drawn by Mercury.

Van eagerly examines the map and declares it perfect for a potion that will

allow Nathan to access memories held by Pilot, a dying witch. To create the

potion, Nathan must inflict lethal harm on Pilot, collecting her blood. This

grim revelation weighs heavily on Nathan, who grapples with the reality that

he has taken lives before—but never with such need for an intimate act of

violence.

Pilot lies helpless, and Van instructs Nathan to cut her arm vertically to draw

the blood necessary for the potion. Despite the horror of the task, Nathan

understands that Pilot's death is inevitable due to her illness. Gabriel

pressures him to act decisively, suggesting that if Nathan were in trouble,

Gabriel would do whatever necessary to save him. With these thoughts,
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Nathan steels himself and inflicts the fatal cut on Pilot, draining her blood

into a bowl. As her life ebbs away, Nathan prepares to imbibe the potion,

which is crucial for locating Mercury and saving Annalise.

With the potion consumed, Nathan's awareness shifts. He enters Pilot's mind

and finds himself revisiting mundane memories—stones and damming

rivers. However, with each iteration, he begins to discern a cold, clear lake,

leading him closer to Mercury’s hidden refuge. He zeroes in on a place

marked by an iceberg in the lake, and it's in that memory that he senses a

connection to Mercury.

The next day, Nathan shares his vision with the group, illustrating the lake

and the surrounding terrain. The team speculates about the name of the

location, a village starting with 'V'. While Van encourages Nathan's memory

and artistic attempts to depict the area, Nesbitt mocks his vague

recollections, underestimating their importance.

During his frustration, Nathan's anger surfaces, leading to an unsettling

confrontation. Backing Nesbitt against a wall with a knife, he realizes the

fear he instills. News from Gabriel hints that they may have pinpointed the

village as "Veltarlin." Van asserts they should investigate, proposing that

Nesbitt take the lead in scouting ahead while the others remain concealed.

With plans set in motion, the urgency to find Mercury intensifies. Nathan’s
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complex emotions surrounding his violent choices intertwine with the task at

hand, setting the stage for the group’s next perilous journey into unknown

territory.
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Chapter 29 Summary: The Shape of a Word

### Summary of "The Shape of a Word" 

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on a vivid memory of Mercury's hidden

underground home, described as a bunker, rather than any typical dwelling

like a castle or cottage. The following morning, the group tries to piece

together what the area looks like. Gabriel, one of the characters, prompts the

narrator to draw the lake and its surroundings, noting that there’s a

mysterious sign by the road. The narrator recalls that it begins with a "V" but

struggles to remember more details, leading to some frustration among the

group members, especially Nesbitt, whose sarcastic comments only add to

the tension.

Van, another member of the group, takes control of the situation by asking if

they can read maps, which the narrator affirms. They discuss the "shape" of

the word on the sign, a peculiar idea that confounds some of them but

intrigues others. As they continue to explore this lead, Gabriel attempts to

reconstruct letters to find a match, eventually suggesting the nonsensical

name "Volteahn." Though it doesn’t yield results, it highlights the group's

unity in the investigation, despite Nesbitt's continued teasing. Tension

escalates when Nathan finds himself in a dangerously confrontational

moment with Nesbitt while feeling vulnerable about his reading difficulties.
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The situation culminates in a surprising turn when Gabriel announces they

may have pinpointed the location of Mercury's bunker on the atlas:

"Veltarlin."

Concluding the chapter, Van strategizes on their next steps, deciding that an

advance party, led by Nesbitt, should scout the area for potential entrances

and assess any protective spells. This plan sets in motion the group’s journey

to uncover the secrets that surround Mercury’s hidden home. The chapter

blends elements of mystery, personal struggle with self-identity, and

increasing suspense as the characters delve deeper into their quest.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of collaboration in overcoming personal

challenges

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing among a group of friends,

where each of you brings unique perspectives and skills to the

table—this is the essence of collaboration. Just like in the chapter,

where the narrator's struggle with their memory is met with the

support and encouragement from others, we too can find strength in

unity. When faced with personal challenges, remember that sharing

your struggles and engaging with others can lead to creative solutions

and deeper connections. By embracing teamwork, you not only

alleviate your own burden but also empower those around you,

transforming obstacles into opportunities for growth.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Being Positive Again

### Summary of "Being Positive Again" and "We Make Our Plan"

In the cold, isolated North, the group has taken refuge in a vacant home,

preparing for a pivotal confrontation with the powerful witch Mercury.

Nathan, the protagonist, reflects on his situation after having spent

seventy-two hours waiting for Nesbitt, who has been absent most of that

time. As Van concocts a potion to persuade Mercury to release Annalise

from her magical slumber, tensions simmer in the house. Nathan grapples

with a newfound ability to control his transformation into an animal,

recalling past experiences that connect him to the wild side within him.

Despite the stark reality of their circumstances, Nathan attempts to remain

positive. He ruminates on several hopeful thoughts: his survival and growing

control over his powers, his feelings for Annalise, and their increasing

likelihood of finding and saving her from Mercury. He envisions a time

when they might share a peaceful life together. However, Gabriel expresses

his fears and resentment, questioning Nathan's trust in Annalise and

confronting him about the risks ahead. This emotionally charged exchange

reveals Gabriel's deep-seated pain and protective instincts while highlighting

the fragile dynamics of their friendship.
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As the story progresses, the group convenes to devise a plan for infiltrating

Mercury’s bunker. Nesbitt’s realistic worries about protective spells lead to a

heated brainstorming session. Gabriel suggests unconventional ideas, such

as digging into the bunker, but Nathan proposes a bold strategy: confronting

Mercury directly. He believes that by offering his own life in exchange for

Annalise’s safety, he might gain access to her and create an opening for the

others to act.

The plan begins to take shape with Nathan suggesting they leverage Pers, a

character who holds connections to Mercury, to help gain entrance. While

the group debates the best approach, Van recognizes the need for a clever

tactic that fits their unique circumstances, aiming to combine deception and

bravery effectively. The underlying tension remains palpable, with the stakes

higher than ever as the plan solidifies—a dangerous gamble that could alter

everything for Nathan and his friends.
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Chapter 31 Summary: We Make Our Plan

### We Make Our Plan

The morning after Nesbitt's dire warning, the group gathers around the

kitchen table to devise a plan for infiltrating Mercury's bunker. Tension fills

the air, particularly from Nesbitt, who cautions about the enchanted defenses

surrounding Mercury’s lair. They ponder various methods of entry, but

Gabriel’s suggestion of digging is quickly dismissed as impractical. The

protagonist proposes a bold strategy: he will approach Mercury directly,

claiming to offer Pers, the apprentice Mercury desires, in exchange for

information about Annalise.

The others voice their doubts, particularly regarding Mercury's intentions.

The protagonist believes that because Mercury’s previous encounter with

him left her furious and vulnerable, she might consider his proposal. As they

discuss the potential risks, Van suggests using Pers's influence over Mercury

to their advantage. Gabriel offers to accompany Pers into the bunker, but the

protagonist argues for a solo approach to avoid sparking Mercury's

suspicion. Van acknowledges the gaps in the plan and mentions that

someone must learn how to bypass the bunker’s protections.

### Mercury’s Bunker
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With the plan set, the next day dawns bright and clear as they approach

Mercury’s bunker in remote Norway. The entrance, a dark tunnel, offers no

clue about the powerful magic that protects it. Gabriel has cleverly disguised

himself as Pers to enhance their ruse, while the protagonist maintains that

they need to verify Annalise’s status inside the bunker.

As they venture into the pitch-black tunnel, the atmosphere grows tense,

heightened by the knowledge that any misstep could spell disaster for all of

them. Upon reaching a padlocked gate guarded by a solid wooden door, the

protagonist boldly knocks, announcing their presence in an attempt to

provoke a response.

To their surprise, the door slowly swings open, revealing Mercury, a

fearsome figure radiating a chilling aura. She reflects her unpredictability

through a blend of intrigue and menace. The protagonist plays his part and

introduces “Pers,” attempting to mask his true intentions. Mercury reacts

coldly to the mention of Marcus, insisting on the stakes of their previous

agreements.

When pressed to see Annalise, Mercury is initially dismissive but hesitates,

considering the protagonist's desperation. The protagonist falls to his knees,

pleading for mercy, hoping to convince her of his sincerity. After a tense

moment, mercury grants access, allegedly to verify Annalise’s condition, but
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not without a warning that retribution awaits should he betray her trust.

As the protagonist enters the bunker, Mercury performs a peculiar ritual,

hinting at her control over the magical wards of the bunker. The atmosphere

grows more guarded as they move deeper, Mercury leading them through a

tapestry-clad hallway.

Inside a lavish bedroom, the protagonist finds Annalise unconscious,

seemingly lifeless. Mercury explains that Annalise is in a death-like state—a

revelation that heightens the urgency of their mission. As a negotiation

unfolds, she asks for assurances regarding Marcus's heart in exchange for

Annalise’s awakening.

Before they can finalize the terms, an unexpected interruption occurs—an

altercation outside leads to chaos. The dramatic environment fluctuates

violently as shouting and explosions erupt from elsewhere in the bunker,

sending shockwaves through the walls. The protagonist realizes the gravity

of their situation as merciless combat ensues, igniting a burgeoning conflict

that could derail both their plans for Annalise and their own survival.

Faced with this shift in events, the protagonist channels raw energy and

instinct, ready to embrace whatever comes next as they find themselves

caught in a whirlwind of tension, betrayal, and a fight for their lives.
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Chapter 32: Mercury’s Bunker

### Summary of "Mercury’s Bunker" and "We"

#### Mercury’s Bunker

The story begins with Nathan and Gabriel, who are prepared to infiltrate

Mercury's bunker located in remote Norway. They plan to rescue Annalise,

convinced that getting inside without detection is critical. Gabriel has

disguised himself as Pers, and they intend to deceive Mercury into believing

Nathan is delivering her a new apprentice. They envision a carefully crafted

plan involving surprising Mercury and administering a sleeping potion

prepared by Van.

Upon entering the dark, narrow tunnel, the atmosphere grows colder, and

Nathan's apprehension is palpable. As they reach the entrance, the metal

gates are locked, but sounds from within hint at Mercury's presence. When

the door opens, Nathan is confronted by Mercury’s chilling figure—tall and

menacing with a blast of freezing air that almost incapacitates him. 

Through tense dialogue, Nathan exchanges information about Marcus,

Mercury’s demands, and the urgency surrounding Annalise’s fate. Mercury

is noncommittal but ultimately cruel, refusing Nathan’s pleas to see
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Annalise unless he brings her Marcus's heart. As the conversation escalates,

Nathan reveals his willingness to do anything for Annalise, even if it means

betraying his own father. 

Wariness seeps through as Mercury finally suggests they retrieve Annalise,

agreeing to show him where she lies—trapped in a death-like sleep. Nathan

discovers Annalise is in a critical state with no signs of life, forcing him to

plead with Mercury to wake her. The stakes are raised when she agrees, but

with the condition that Annalise would be subject to cruel treatment as a

prisoner until Nathan delivers Marcus's heart.

Just as Mercury begins the process to revive Annalise, an unexpected

commotion erupts outside the room which leads to chaos: gunshots,

explosions, and the entrance of the real Pers, leading to a series of desperate,

reckless actions. As the scene intensifies, Nathan experiences a

transformation into a beast-like state, both powerful and primal.

#### We

In the ensuing turmoil, Nathan's transformation heightens; he embodies an

animalistic force, both terrifying and potent. The storm conjured by Mercury

reflects his fierce instincts, driving him to confront her. As blinding

lightning illuminates the space, he takes advantage of the distraction she

provides, locking onto her as the primary threat.
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The whirlwind of chaos continues with dead bodies on the floor and roaring

winds. Exposed to the primal instincts within him, Nathan, now in full beast

mode, charges at Mercury. He senses victory as he engages her, fueled by

fearlessness and raw power. With each ferocious strike, the overpowering

fury and desperation merge, leading to the climax of tearing through

Mercury’s defenses, ultimately leading to her demise.

After a violent finish characterized by a final stillness, Nathan stands over

Mercury's defeated form, the lingering effects of their battle hanging heavy

in the air. The taste of his victory is bittersweet—a mix of primal satisfaction

and the stark reality of lost allies and the ongoing struggle ahead.

### Conclusion

Both chapters capture a critical juncture in Nathan's journey, filled with

peril, transformations, and the intricate dance of manipulation and power.

His desire to rescue Annalise drives him into perilous confrontations with

Mercury, culminating in an expression of raw, unrestrained strength as he

faces formidable odds.
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Chapter 33 Summary: We

### Chapter Summary

The story opens in a stormy and chaotic environment, where a powerful

entity, dubbed the "lightning woman," exudes a menacing energy. She is

surrounded by a tempest, her electric presence felt through storm and wind.

Nearby, another woman is on the ground, attempting to escape her wrath,

while an older man confronts the lightning woman with an empty gun,

demonstrating his desperation and fear. In a moment of fury, the lightning

woman unleashes her powers, sending the man crashing into a wall while

she focuses on the frightened woman before her.

Amidst this turmoil, a third character—a young man bleeding from an

injury—enters the scene, adding to the tension. The narrative follows an

entity that observes the struggles unfolding, fixated on the threat posed by

the lightning woman. As the storm rages, it perceives the metallic scent of

anger and prepares for confrontation.

The struggle escalates as the lightning woman directs her energy against her

targets. She is unyielding, striking with bolts of electricity, but the tide turns

when the observing entity manages to overtake her. In a climactic

confrontation, it captures the lightning woman, and the room is filled with
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violent flashes of light as she is overpowered. The entity's primal instincts

kick in, leading to a brutal killing that leaves the storm’s chaos behind,

replaced by a profound stillness. In this aftermath, the entity relishes the

taste of victory as the lightning woman's blood spills.

Transitioning to a contrasting scene, we find the protagonist in a bathroom,

grappling with intense feelings of confusion and fear, still reeling from the

experience of embodying a feral creature during the attack. As they wash

away the remnants of violence, the water runs pink, reflecting the trauma

that continues to haunt them. Despite this, they eventually manage to regain

composure, signifying a shift from chaos to introspection, though the

implications of their actions linger heavily, suggesting an internal struggle

between their primal instincts and human consciousness.
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Chapter 34 Summary: Pink

In these chapters, we follow Nathan, a character wrestling with his dual

 identity. The chapter opens with Nathan in a bathroom, grappling with the

physical and emotional aftermath of a transformation that has left him

shaken. He recalls the intense experience of becoming an "animal," a

manifestation of his inner wildness, and reflects on the visceral memories of

that transformation—especially his connection to Mercury, the entity he

encountered. 

In a moment of vulnerability, Gabriel, who represents a sense of safety and

humanity for Nathan, approaches him in the bathroom. Nathan, preoccupied

with the changes within him, reveals his unsettling ability to remember

every detail of his transformation. He recounts the moment he returned to his

human form after witnessing the aftermath of a confrontation that left

Mercury dead, and another character, Nesbitt, mourning the loss of another,

Van.

Their conversation reveals Nathan's complex relationship with his abilities,

which he initially perceived as a gift but now views as a double-edged

sword. This transformation allows him to experience absolute freedom, yet it

also terrifies him. Nathan introspects, pondering whether the thrill of being

wild and unrestrained should be embraced or feared. Gabriel encourages him

to accept his powers, emphasizing that there’s no right or wrong in how
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Nathan feels.

As the emotional tension builds between Nathan and Gabriel, Nathan

struggles with his feelings regarding their dynamic. The intimacy escalates

when they share a kiss, igniting a whirlwind of emotion within Nathan—a

mix of confusion, desire, and fear. Despite the intoxicating nature of their

connection, Nathan instinctively pulls back, overwhelmed by the experience

and the realization that he is supposed to be with Annalise, another figure in

his life. 

This chapter encapsulates the themes of self-discovery and duality,

exploring Nathan's struggle to reconcile his animalistic urges with his human

experiences, all while navigating complex relationships that challenge his

understanding of identity and emotion.
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Chapter 35 Summary: Kissing

### Kissing

In the midst of chaos, Nathan finds solace in a moment with Gabriel in the

bathroom. Nathan, reflecting on his recent transformation, shares with

Gabriel that he remembers everything — from becoming an animal to

witnessing Mercury's death. He describes the intense rush and freedom he

feels during the transformation, yet grapples with the implications of

enjoying that wildness. Gabriel reassures Nathan, encouraging him not to

fear his Gift, acknowledging the complexity of Nathan's feelings.

As their conversation deepens, Nathan’s attraction to Gabriel grows. Initially

hesitant, he finds himself drawn to Gabriel’s beauty and presence, feeling a

magnetic pull between them. With curiosity outweighing his apprehension,

Nathan initiates a tentative kiss, ultimately yielding to his desire. Their kiss

escalates as Nathan becomes fervent, making him momentarily forget the

turmoil outside. Despite the warmth of the moment, Nathan pulls away,

confused and aware of his supposed commitment to Annalise, leaving him to

reckon with his emotions and choices.

### The Locked Drawer
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Time passes since Mercury’s kiss revived Annalise, and Nathan keeps a

vigil over her while grappling with inner turmoil. As he reflects on his

feelings for both Gabriel and Annalise, he’s interrupted by Van, who checks

on Annalise’s condition. They discuss the mysterious healing process, and

Nathan wonders if he is meant to do something significant, like kiss her

himself.

Prompted by Van’s observations, Nathan realizes that the answer may lie

within a locked drawer in the room. Despite the presence of numerous keys,

the top drawer remains locked. They speculate on the necessity of finding

the right key, leading Nathan to recall Mercury’s hairpins, powerful tools

that may unlock secrets. In determination, he ventures to retrieve the

hairpins.

Upon discovering Mercury’s body, Nathan finds an array of hairpins and a

locket containing a portrait of Mercury’s twin sister, Mercy. This revelation

weighs heavily on him as he contemplates his family’s dark legacy. After

returning to Van, Nathan uses the red-ended hairpin to unlock the drawer,

revealing a potion intended to wake Annalise. 

Together, they prepare to use the potion, with Nathan administering it

cautiously, anxious about its effectiveness. As he holds Annalise’s neck, he

begins to sense a pulse, indicating she is awakening, though her condition

remains delicate. Van leaves to find a remedy for Annalise’s weakened heart,
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leaving Nathan in a mix of hope and concern as the story continues to

unfold.
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Chapter 36: The Locked Drawer

### *The Locked Drawer*

The chapter opens with Nathan sitting beside Annalise, still unconscious

after Mercury kissed her, hoping for her awakening. It's a tense wait, and

despite Nathan's fond thoughts about Annalise, he wrestles with the

implications of his untested feelings for Gabriel. Van enters, showing signs

of her own recovery, and they discuss the process of waking Annalise, which

remains unclear.

Nathan instinctively wonders if he might need to kiss Annalise himself, as

folklore often suggests, despite Mercury's prior action. Van points out the

peculiar oak chest of drawers that holds a mystery: every drawer except the

top one has a key, which prompts them to search for answers regarding

Annalise's slumber.

With frustration, Nathan leaves the room in search of a key. He goes to the

great hall, where remnants of battle linger, including Mercury's

body—unwrapped from a tapestry—that he must handle with care. As he

retrieves hairpins from Mercury, he discovers a locket containing a portrait

of Mercy, Mercury’s twin, evoking the tragic lineage of Black Witches

known for fratricide.
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Upon returning to Van with the hairpins—specifically, one that unlocks the

mystery of the locked drawer—they find a small, vital potion meant to

awaken Annalise. They cautiously administer it, and a faint pulse begins to

return, hinting at her potential revival, though her condition is still fragile.

### *Annalise Not Breathing*

As Annalise stirs to consciousness, Nathan feels both hope and dread. Her

heartbeat quickens, becoming erratic, and despite the fleeting signs of

awakening, it soon ceases again. Nathan counts the seconds, feeling the

weight of panic as he processes her declining state. Van reappears at a

critical moment, offering reassurances and a method to help revive Annalise.

Nathan initiates heart massage techniques he barely remembers, desperate to

keep Annalise from slipping away. The tension escalates as she continues to

hover between life and death, her heart giving out repeatedly. Van advises

him on a breathing technique using a cigarette, which Nathan reluctantly

agrees to as a means to share his strength with Annalise.

As he breathes into her mouth, there’s a moment where he feels a

connection, and behind the haze, Annalise's awareness begins to flicker back

to life. She questions reality upon regaining control, exhausted but aware of

the warmth Nathan brings. Their bond crucially strengthens as she
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recognizes his presence. 

Though Annalise emerges from her long slumber, her condition is frail, and

Nathan wraps her in warmth, promising to protect and support her. Their

shared journey solidifies as she expresses gratitude, and the chapter ends

with her drifting into a peaceful sleep beside him, signaling hope amid

adversity.
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Chapter 37 Summary: Annalise Not Breathing

### Summary of "Annalise Not Breathing" and "Getting Stronger"

In a tense opening, Nathan finds himself holding Annalise as her heartbeat

fluctuates alarmingly. After experiencing her pulse stop multiple times,

Nathan panics, counting the seconds in desperation. When she finally opens

her eyes, she seems unresponsive, and her heart accelerates to a dangerous

level before stopping again. Nathan, feeling the weight of fear over her frail

state, places her on the floor, uncertain of how to revive her. He begins to

perform chest compressions but lacks confidence in his technique.

Van arrives, offering reassurance and guidance. She instructs Nathan to

provide breaths to Annalise using a cigarette as a catalyst, though it risks

Nathan’s own well-being. As he shares breaths with her, Annalise begins to

stir, her eyes flickering with a hint of life. She emerges from her state of

unconsciousness, feeling cold and disoriented, but she recognizes Nathan

and expresses gratitude.

With Annalise now awake but weakened from being under a spell for two

months, Nathan tends to her, holding her close for warmth. Their connection

deepens as they share a moment of vulnerability and affection. Annalise’s

journey back to consciousness is fraught with revelations—she learns of her
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surroundings, where they are, and what has transpired during her slumber.

As she regains strength, Nathan gradually shares the events that led to her

rescue, including details about their adversaries. However, he keeps a

significant secret: he omits the truth about Annalise’s brother being one of

the Hunters he killed. Instead, their conversation is filled with tenderness as

Annalise acknowledges Nathan’s heroism. Despite their relief, the emotional

scars of their experiences linger, and the relationship between them grows

more complex.

In a quieter moment, as Annalise expresses her gratitude and admiration for

Nathan, they share kisses that reflect their relief and burgeoning connection.

Nathan finds solace in the fact that her heartbeat, once unstable and faint,

now beats stronger and steadier as they lie together, symbolizing hope and

resilience in the face of their tumultuous reality. The narrative captures the

delicate balance of life and danger, love and loss, emphasizing the profound

bond that has formed between them amidst their struggles.
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Chapter 38 Summary: Getting Stronger

### Summary of "Getting Stronger" and "Digging"

Getting Stronger

The chapter opens with Nathan holding Annalise as she sleeps in his arms, a

moment of peace after enduring a turbulent ordeal. While he cherishes this

closeness, he can't ignore her delicate state; Annalise is underweight and

weakened from being spellbound for two months. Nathan’s care for her is

palpable, highlighted when Gabriel, despite his gruff demeanor, inquires

about her condition and seeks nourishment for her.

Nesbitt arrives with soup infused with healing magic, an indication of the

supportive network around them despite the ongoing threats. As Annalise

regains consciousness, she is disoriented and confused, particularly upon

learning of Mercury's death and their current location—Mercury's bunker in

Norway. As they talk, Nathan reveals the truth about her abduction and the

battles he fought, though he refrains from disclosing certain dark truths,

including the murder of her brother, Kieran.

As Annalise begins to recover, her strength returns, prompting her decision
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to walk around, which Nathan supports tenderly, mindful of her fragility.

Their bond deepens through mutual gratitude and affection, with Annalise

calling Nathan her hero. They share an intimate moment, underscoring the

complexity of their pasts and the emerging connection between them, as

Annalise acknowledges his bravery.

Digging

Nathan wakes up next to Annalise again, feeling refreshed and heartened by

her recovery. Their morning includes a hearty breakfast prepared by Nesbitt,

indicating a normalcy amidst the chaos. Annalise's newfound strength leads

her to take a shower, which allows Nathan some time to contemplate their

evolving relationship.

However, the respite is short-lived. Nesbitt informs Nathan that he and

Gabriel are tasked with digging graves for their fallen comrades—a grim

reminder of the dangers surrounding them. The physically arduous task

enhances the rift between Nathan and Gabriel, as Gabriel remains distant and

broody. As they work, Nathan expresses his commitment to the Alliance,

despite Gabriel's skepticism about whether they can achieve anything noble,

given the brutal realities of their fight against the evil Soul.

Throughout the digging, the tension escalates, revealing both characters'
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vulnerabilities and deeper feelings. Nathan confesses his love for Annalise

and his desire to be good, while also confronting the brutal nature of what

they may face ahead. Gabriel, while supportive of Nathan, challenges him

about his darker side, indicating that this duality could pose a risk to his

relationship with Annalise.

Their exchange culminates in a confrontation about loyalty, love, and the

nature of their fight against the darkness. Gabriel professes his own love for

Nathan, complicating their relationship as they grapple with their fears and

choices. Ultimately, this significant dialogue establishes not just their

individual struggles but also the intricate web of emotions tying them

together amidst the looming violence.

These chapters vividly illustrate the characters' development, the

complexities of their relationships, and the ongoing battle against darkness

that looms over their lives, filled with tension, love, and uncertainty.
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Chapter 39 Summary: Digging

### Summary of Chapters: "Digging" and "The Fairborn Is Mine"

"Digging"  

Nathan awakens beside Annalise, feeling her warmth and noticing she’s

improved since they last met. After sharing a hearty breakfast brought by

Nesbitt, Nathan learns Annalise is exploring the bunker with Van, while

Gabriel, designated as the gravedigger, awaits Nathan to assist him with

digging graves.

The task is grueling, as the ground is hard and unforgiving, leading to a

tense silence between Nathan and Gabriel. Their conversation revolves

around Nathan's impending decision to join the Alliance, a group focused on

countering the threat posed by a sinister character named Soul. Gabriel's

skepticism emerges, as he questions the morality of the Alliance, believing

that their mission will ultimately require killing, a confrontation that may

change how Annalise sees Nathan.

As they dig, Nathan struggles with feelings of inadequacy about his

relationship with Annalise. There’s a backdrop of looming choices and grave

consequences—literal and metaphorical—as they confront the realities of
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joining a fight that could claim their lives. Despite their challenges, Nathan

expresses his deep feelings for Annalise, while Gabriel reveals his own

complex emotions for Nathan, deepening their bond amidst the chaos of

their existence.

In a rain-soaked revelation, Gabriel professes his enduring love and

commitment to Nathan, despite the grim prospects of war. The juxtaposition

of duty and personal attachment intensifies as Nathan contemplates his fate,

the turmoil of his divided self, and the burden of his hidden past.

"The Fairborn Is Mine"  

The scene shifts to the kitchen, where Nathan, Gabriel, and Annalise gather

for warmth and sustenance after the tough day's work. Tensions linger in the

air, especially between Gabriel and Annalise, stemming from their

complicated dynamics. Nathan decides to join Van at an important meeting

of White rebel leaders, marking a commitment to the cause against Soul.

Amid discussions, Van hands the Fairborn, a potent knife passed down from

Nathan's ancestors, back to him. Nesbitt playfully teases about the knife's

transfer but is soon reminded of its formidable power. When Nathan finally

takes possession of the Fairborn, its sheer weight and alive energy imbue

him with a sense of purpose.
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As Nathan wrestles with the knife’s dark desires, he grapples with its

implications on his fate—both a weapon of power and a potential source of

his own destruction. The tension peaks as the Fairborn seems to yearn for

blood, symbolizing Nathan's struggle against his darker instincts while

embodying the legacy of violence that comes with his lineage.

Both chapters build an intricate tapestry of relationships, emotional conflict,

and the looming threat of betrayal and violence. Nathan's journey is marked

not only by external battles but also by the internal struggle between love,

fear, and the desire for redemption in a world fraught with danger.
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Chapter 40: The Fairborn Is Mine

### Chapter Summaries: The Fairborn Is Mine & Scars

The Fairborn Is Mine

The chapter opens in a dim kitchen where the main character, Nathan, is

trying to reconnect with his companions, Gabriel and Annalise, after a

tumultuous period. Gabriel, who had previously shown disdain towards

Annalise, is cautiously warming up to Nathan again, while Annalise is

processing her complicated feelings about Gabriel's initial animosity. She

learns about Gabriel's affections for Nathan, which gives her some clarity

but doesn’t alleviate the tension caused by Gabriel's mistrust of her—a belief

he holds due to her identity as a White Witch.

The kitchen setup is rustic and lacks modern conveniences, yet is

well-stocked with food, representing a refuge amidst their chaotic lives. As

they gather, they discuss the recent deaths of Mercury and Pers. Van, a

prominent figure in their group, announces a pivotal meeting with the White

rebel leaders in Basle that Nathan is invited to join. In this tense atmosphere,

Van reaffirms her intention to return an important artifact—the Fairborn

knife—to Nathan, a powerful weapon that only recognizes him and his
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lineage.

As Nesbitt, Van's associate, presents the knife, there's a playful yet serious

exchange regarding its power and history, showcasing its connection to

Nathan's ancestry. Despite the banter, the knife’s dark essence becomes

apparent, particularly when Nathan demonstrates its inherent desire to cut

him. Their dynamic fluctuates between comedic relief and an underlying

menace, emphasizing the burden of responsibility that Nathan carries. The

chapter concludes with Nathan struggling with the Fairborn's formidable

presence, hinting at the intense trials that lie ahead. 

Scars

This chapter shifts to an intimate and momentous encounter between Nathan

and Annalise, who find solace in each other's arms after enduring separate,

painful pasts. In the warmth of their camaraderie, Nathan reflects on their

scars—physical and emotional—and the shared trauma that has shaped their

identities. As Annalise traces Nathan's scars, he recounts the stories behind

them, each mark a testament to his brutal experiences, especially with the

malevolent Council, and the indelible tattoos he carries as reminders of their

oppression.

Annalise opens up about her own struggles, particularly her father's
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oppressive mindset and the societal belief that equates her lineage with

danger due to Nathan’s Black Witch heritage. She explains her father's

misguided intentions of "protecting" her—a twisted love that led to her

imprisonment at home. This revelation deepens Nathan’s sense of shared

suffering, as both characters grapple with their familial legacies and the

burdens placed upon them by those who should have cared for them.

As Annalise recounts her eventual escape from her family with the help of

her brother Connor, Nathan feels conflicted gratitude towards him, tainted

by his own feelings of disdain for her familial ties. The conversation reveals

Annalise’s resolve to find freedom, fueled by her love for Nathan, while

Nathan shares his dreams of a peaceful life away from chaos—a future he

longs to construct alongside her. Their interaction culminates in a profound

understanding of each other's pain, connecting their pasts despite their

apparent differences. Both characters find solace in the warmth of their

present relationship, a union fortified by their shared struggles and

aspirations for freedom and happiness.

In these chapters, themes of identity, familial conflict, and the struggle for

autonomy are woven intricately, setting the foundation for their journey

ahead.
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Chapter 41 Summary: Scars

Scars

In this chapter, the protagonist reflects on an intimate moment with

Annalise, who is nestled against him as they share a deep connection forged

through pain and understanding. Their relationship is solidified as they

recount their pasts, including the scars—both physical and emotional—that

they carry. Annalise tenderly examines his scars, prompting a discussion

about their origins. He explains the significance of his tattoos and the

oppressive Council that controls their lives, indicating the scars on his body

serve as reminders of their brutal experiences.

Annalise reveals her tumultuous relationship with her family, particularly

her father, who has twisted parental love into control. He adamantly

disapproved of her association with the protagonist, whom he deemed evil

based on long-held prejudices, especially due to his lineage as the son of

Marcus, a notorious figure. Annalise’s father’s oppressive love confounds

her, leading her to resent him for prioritizing his own fears over her

happiness.

Her story unfolds further as she describes her fraught escape from her

family, aided by her gentler brother, Connor. Though she wished for his
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companionship in her flight, he chose loyalty to the family. Despite her

gratitude for Connor’s help, the protagonist feels indifference towards her

family, highlighting the deep rifts their struggles have caused.

Their conversation turns towards the future, where both share their dreams

of a peaceful life away from the chaos that has defined their existence. This

shared fantasy of living in harmony with nature serves as a symbol of hope

for both, binding them further together in their newfound freedom. The

chapter concludes with the protagonist recognizing their mutual

scars—Annalise as a prisoner to her family’s expectations, and him to the

violence of his past—illustrating their connection beyond mere physical

boundaries.

---

The Burial

In this somber chapter, the narrative shifts to a grave site, where the

protagonist and his companions—Gabriel, Nesbitt, Van, and Annalise—pay

their last respects to Mercury and Pers, two figures marked by darkness and

conflict. Following the act of lowering their bodies wrapped in tapestries

into the graves, Gabriel, who had a closer connection with Mercury, is

invited to speak. He honors her with a brief, poignant acknowledgment that
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reflects her complex character—a mixture of cowardice and love, calling her

a "great Black Witch."

Nesbitt's remarks contrast sharply, revealing his scorn towards Mercury

while adding a sardonic note on Pers, revealing his personal vendetta against

her. Van takes a more hopeful approach, yearning for a future where witches

like Mercury can coexist peacefully. The protagonist, feeling the weight of

guilt and loss, adds dirt to both graves but chooses silence over words,

unable to articulate the multitude of emotions tied to their deaths.

As dirt is cast over the graves, the burial scene transforms into a powerful

act of acknowledgment for all the lost lives intertwined in their

conflict—those killed out of hatred and misunderstanding. The lack of words

conveys the depth of grief and reflection that silence can sometimes

encapsulate. Annalise stays close, further emphasizing her role in the

protagonist's life as they brace against their shared realities and the burden of

their past. The chapter closes with the group preparing to fill the graves, a

tangible step towards closure in a narrative heavy with loss and the search

for what remains after death.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Scars as Symbols of Resilience

Critical Interpretation: Reflect on your own scars, whether they are

visible or hidden, for they represent your journey through struggles

and pain. Each mark tells a story of survival, a reminder that your past

does not define you, but rather shapes your capacity to heal and

connect with others. As you embrace these scars, like the protagonist

and Annalise, allow them to become symbols of resilience, fostering

deeper relationships built on shared experiences. This recognition can

inspire you to face your challenges with courage, paving the way for a

future where dreams of peace and happiness are not only attainable but

worth striving for.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 42 Summary: The Burial

### The Burial

In the solemn aftermath of a death marked by conflict and complexity, a

group gathers graveside. Gabriel, Nesbitt, and the narrator have just laid the

bodies of two central figures, Mercury and Pers, to rest, their forms still

draped in tapestries. Van and Annalise join them, seeking to honor the

departed.

Van prompts Gabriel to share words about Mercury, whom he knew well. In

a moment filled with tension, Gabriel speaks in a lyrical French, hinting at a

poem, before starkly describing Mercury as "a coward, cruel and slightly

mad," yet acknowledges her love for her sister Mercy and a girl named Rose.

His tribute underscores that her death leaves a void in the world. Gabriel's

contrasting emotions culminate in a symbolic act as he throws dirt into

Mercury’s grave.

Nesbitt follows suit, humorously portraying Mercury as unique yet noting

the danger she posed. His comments turn to Pers, revealing a deeper disdain.

Van attempts to humanize both women, suggesting a future where witches

may find peace—an echo of the larger struggle faced by witches in their

world.
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The narrator grapples with their own feelings of guilt and admiration for

Mercury, acknowledging their own role in her demise. They toss dirt into

both graves, symbolizing broader grief not only for the deceased but for all

lost lives in the turmoil of their world. The scene reflects the weight of

collective loss and the bond of those left behind.

As the burial concludes, Gabriel retrieves shovels, and the group begins the

labor of filling in the graves, a tangible act of closure amid lingering

emotions.

### Mapping

Following the burial, the narrator reunites with Annalise, who is tasked with

exploring the bunker further and has decided to create a map to avoid getting

lost in its labyrinthine corridors. Together, they document the layout,

revealing three levels structured with rooms that serve different purposes.

They discover the top level houses the kitchen and food stores, while the

middle level comprises intriguing storerooms—potential treasure troves of

magical artifacts. This raises hopes for uncovering resources that could aid

their ongoing struggle. The narrator reflects on the personal significance of

some of the belongings found; this includes clothing from those connected

to the family’s past, particularly items belonging to Mercy and her husband.
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Annalise is tempted to take some clothing, clearly excited about the prospect

of having clean, fresh garments. As she tries on outfits, the narrator

expresses happiness at her newfound sense of purpose and hope—the

influence of their shared endeavors with the Alliance reigniting her spirit.

Yet, beneath the surface, the narrator struggles with a growing sense of

unease, feeling the oppressive atmosphere of the bunker close in around

them.

Their exploration brings them to the great hall, where they find Nesbitt, who

informs them of a troubling shift. With Mercury gone, the magical

protections she had placed upon the bunker are fading, ushering back the

unsettling nightsmoke that had been absent. In a moment of shared

vulnerability, the three of them inhale the smoky essence, aware that their

challenges are far from over.
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Chapter 43 Summary: Mapping

Mapping

After the somber task of burying Mercury and Pers, the narrator joins

Annalise in the bunker, where she is attempting to map the labyrinthine

corridors that have left her feeling disoriented. The bunker consists of three

main levels: the smallest top level with the kitchen, the mid-level filled with

storerooms potentially containing magical artifacts, and the extensive

bottom level that houses the great hall and the sole entrance tunnel.

As they explore, they discover rooms filled with clothing—most notably,

women's garments that seem newly preserved, possibly belonging to

Mercury and her twin sister, Mercy. Annalise expresses her desire to wear

something clean, ultimately finding a suit that fits her from the men's

clothing section, likely the attire of Mercy's husband, the narrator's

great-grandfather. This moment brings a light-hearted break amid their grim

surroundings and rekindles Annalise's sense of purpose and hope for

witches, aided by the Alliance they are part of.

However, the narrator experiences an overwhelming suffocation within the

bunker, prompting him to seek fresh air. On their way out, they encounter

Nesbitt, who informs them that with Mercury’s death, the protective spell
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she cast is fading, leading to the return of the oppressive nightsmoke. In

response, they inhale the magical smoke, which imbues their environment

with a curious green glow.

---

Not Resisting

The nightsmoke creates an enchanting atmosphere in the bunker, allowing

intimacy to flourish between the narrator and Annalise. They find

themselves discussing their physical closeness, with Annalise expressing

how her newfound appreciation for life has made her desire their shared time

together even more. 

As their playful banter unfolds, both grapple with feelings of attraction and

caution. Annalise playfully suggests she might resist temptation by wearing

more modest clothing, while the narrator struggles with his feelings, wanting

to be close yet conflicted about the implications of that closeness. They

engage in a light-hearted debate about their qualities—she highlights both

positive traits and perceived flaws, assessing her intelligence and how it

might relate to her yet-undiscovered magical Gift.

This exchange flows naturally into deeper affections as they cozy up in bed,
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intertwining their identities and feelings. The narrator, playfully and

affectionately, suggests that Annalise's true Gift might be her irresistible

nature. Their chemistry intensifies amid laughter and flirtation, underscoring

the emotional bond they are developing in these tense circumstances,

highlighting their struggles for connection in the wake of the surrounding

chaos.
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Chapter 44: Not Resisting

In the chapter "Not Resisting," the connection between Nathan and Annalise

 deepens as they navigate their feelings for each other in a bedroom

illuminated by nightsmoke, a mystical green flame. Annalise expresses her

desire for intimacy, emphasizing the joy she feels in being alive and together

with Nathan, who is hesitant and focused on the implications of their past

encounters. They flirt and banter, sharing a vulnerable exchange about their

qualities, both good and bad, which highlights their insecurities and the

growing comfort in their relationship. Nathan struggles to articulate his

deeper feelings for her, underscoring their emotional bond while also

addressing the complexities of their pasts and hesitations moving forward.

The playful yet serious dialogue serves to reveal their personalities: Nathan's

thoughtfulness contrasts with Annalise's spirited and assertive nature. They

both express a desire to resist the physical pull between them but ultimately

decide they prefer to stay close, indicating a tension between their desires

and their reservations.

As the chapter progresses into their lighthearted exchange about each other's

qualities, it becomes clear that they are equally aware of their imperfections,

yet this mutual understanding only draws them closer together. The chapter

wraps up with Nathan's playful assertions about Annalise's irresistible

charm, implying that their chemistry is undeniable despite their attempts at
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caution.

In the next chapter titled "Dresden, Wolfgang, and Marcus," the narrative

shifts focus to Nathan and his ally, Nesbitt, as they explore a bunker

containing valuable and potentially magical items. They uncover a room

filled with blood bottles, significant for the council ceremonies, and

contemplate how these resources could empower Half Bloods like

Ellen—illustrating Nathan's newfound purpose in seeking agency for

disenfranchised individuals.

Meanwhile, Van, another ally, shares her findings from Mercury's diaries

that detail her encounters with various characters, including Dresden, a

seemingly charming yet shallow individual, and hints at the complex

relationships within their world. The entries disclose insights into Marcus,

Nathan’s estranged father, revealing his lost humanity and struggles with

loneliness after committing acts of violence—foreshadowing Nathan’s inner

conflict regarding his paternal lineage.

These contrasting narratives—personal relationships and quests for

agency—capture the tension in Nathan's journey as he endeavors to uncover

the truth about himself and the legacies of those around him, hinting at a

broader struggle against oppressive systems. The chapter concludes with

revelations about Marcuses’s loneliness and disconnection from his family,

leaving Nathan to reconcile his hopes for a better future with the darker
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aspects of his heritage and those he loves.
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Chapter 45 Summary: Dresden, Wolfgang, and Marcus

### Summary of Chapters: Dresden, Wolfgang, and Marcus / The Cut

The following day, Van suggests that Annalise join her and Gabriel in the

library while I team up with Nesbitt to scour the bunker, particularly

focusing on Mercury's corridor—where we hope to uncover items beneficial

to the Alliance. As we explore two treasure rooms filled with seemingly

valuable jewels, furniture, and paintings, Nesbitt quickly dismisses their

usefulness, prompting us to delve into the next room, ominously dubbed the

"blood room." Here, we discover countless bottles of blood, previously

commandeered from Council stores by Mercury for potion-making and

conducting the Giving ceremony for orphaned Half Bloods. I note that

among these could be the blood of my mother, which Mercury may have

used for my own Giving. This blood could empower other Half Bloods, like

Ellen, a fain girl who had assisted me before. Nesbitt excitedly proclaims

this room’s contents more valuable than the first treasure room, emphasizing

the potential for rallying more supporters to our cause.

Venturing further, we stumble into a cramped space filled with jars and

oddities. One unsettling jar, containing two eyeballs in liquid, highlights the

strange and useless nature of much of what Mercury hoarded. 
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Eventually, we return to the library and I spot Gabriel and Annalise deep in

conversation, but Van swiftly guides me away, eager to show me something

of interest. She reveals a massive wooden bookcase with oversized

leather-bound books, which she unlocks using one of Mercury's hairpins to

uncover a set of smaller diaries filled with Mercury's daily accounts. Van has

been searching through them for mentions of Mercury's magical "cuts,"

which seem to be her method of traveling.

Van reads a passage from one of Mercury's diaries detailing her encounter

with Dresden and a girl named Diamond. Dresden, whose joyous Gift serves

to manipulate rather than foster genuine happiness, seems to maintain a

complicated and ultimately fruitless relationship with Marcus. From the

diary, it becomes clear that although Dresden had a deep infatuation with

Marcus, his true feelings were indifferent at best. This history brings up

complex feelings regarding my own father, Marcus, who lost my mother

through tragic circumstances, leaving him alone and possibly wishing for

companionship, yet failing to find solace in his interactions with Dresden,

who appears desperate.

As profound thoughts of love and loss swirl through me, Gabriel approaches,

teasingly acknowledging the tension with Annalise yet simultaneously

assuring me of his care. After some light banter, Gabriel shares another

entry, recounting Wolfgang's meeting with Marcus and the tragic killing of

his friend Toro. This event has lingered heavily upon Marcus, who seems
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increasingly detached from his humanity, living almost like an animal.

Wolfgang’s reflections on Marcus’s solitude and the inevitability of our fates

strike a nerve, deepening my connection to my estranged father.

As the day progresses, Van discovers a reference in the diaries to Pilot

meeting Mercury before heading to Basel, a historic location that likely

connects to one of Mercury's cuts. Inspired, Nesbitt uncovers Mercury’s map

detailing eleven cuts, including one leading to Germany. Eager to test our

luck, Gabriel and I volunteer to explore this cut.

We find ourselves in a small, bare room and attempt to reveal the cut, with

Gabriel sensing its presence beneath a thick rug. Once confirmed, Van

assures us of the absence of any protective spells, which would increase

risks and excitement as we prepare to step through.

Hand in hand, we jump into the cut, surprised by the seamless transition to a

lush, warm forest near a crumbling building. The surroundings are filled

with sounds of nature and the distant hum of traffic—an indication of

civilization. We navigate towards the road to ascertain our location as dusk

approaches.

Upon our return, we gather around a table with Van, sharing that we have

located two cuts: one to Germany, a mere 150 kilometers from Basel, and

another in Spain. With strategic importance for the Alliance's plans, Van
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seeks to collaborate with the White rebels early the next morning. I protest,

emphasizing that both Gabriel and Annalise must accompany me,

solidifying our shared commitment to the Alliance as a united front. 

With our fates intertwined and the stakes high, we prepare to embark on the

next chapter of our journey, balancing personal connections with our larger

quest against the Council and the challenges that lie ahead.
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Chapter 46 Summary: The Cut

In "The Cut," the characters are deeply engaged in unraveling the mysteries

 surrounding Mercury's writings and the cuts she created, which are

gateways to various locations. Van discovers a message indicating that Pilot

visited Mercury at a bunker and then journeyed to Basle, a historic meeting

point that may link to one of the cuts. This revelation sparks a discussion

about the importance of the cuts and the need to explore them further.

As tensions rise, Nesbitt uncovers a map that Mercury drew, which outlines

the locations of her cuts. Each cut is marked with a blue line and numbered,

revealing possible destinations in Germany, Spain, New York, and Algeria,

while one cut to Switzerland is marked as "closed." Understanding the need

for volunteers to investigate these cuts, Van suggests that Gabriel and the

narrator (who has access to Pilot's memories) attempt the journey through

one to Germany.

Upon locating the specific cut in a small, bare room adorned only with a

thick rug, Gabriel employs a meticulous approach to pinpointing its location.

The anticipation builds, and despite Annalise’s concerns about security and

potential trespass spells, they press on. With Van's encouragement, Gabriel

and the narrator decide to enter the cut, unsure of what awaits them.

As they are transported through the cut, they experience a sense of
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disorientation but find themselves landing in a serene forest next to a

decaying stone structure, indicating they have emerged in Germany. The

tranquil environment contrasts sharply with the earlier tension. They quickly

orient themselves, hearing distant traffic, suggesting the proximity of

civilization. The duo expresses relief at the relative ease of this journey

compared to previous experiences.

The chapter progresses as they adeptly navigate their way back, reporting

significant findings upon their return to the library. Their discoveries

confirm that the German cut leads them near Basle, while another cut from

Mercury’s bedroom brings them to a picturesque location in Spain,

illustrating the breadth of Mercury's influence and connections across

various places.

With Van preparing to meet with the White rebels, the narrator faces a

dilemma regarding the next steps. While Van suggests sending Nesbitt

along, the narrator insists on having Gabriel accompany her, reflecting their

close bond and shared commitment to the Alliance. This decision underlines

the importance of unity and trust in their quest, setting the stage for future

developments in their shared struggle against external threats. 

Through these unfolding events, the narrative deepens its exploration of

memory, trust, and the dangers posed by their opposition, intertwining

emotional growth and the drive for freedom against a backdrop of mystery
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and adventure.
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Chapter 47 Summary: Die Rote Kürbisflasche

### Summary of "Die Rote Kürbisflasche" and "Peanuts"

Chapter Summary: Die Rote Kürbisflasche

The story begins with three characters—Nesbitt, Gabriel, and

Nathan—arriving in Basel. They are part of a team seeking refuge from the

Hunters, tasked with gathering information and forming alliances against a

hostile regime targeting witches. Basel presents itself as a vibrant city,

notably youthful and multicultural, where they hope to blend in unnoticed.

Their destination is the bar Die Rote Kürbisflasche, a clandestine hub for

witches. They cautiously navigate through narrow cobbled streets,

eventually entering the bar, where they meet the barman, Gus, who reveals

that other allies are already present, including Celia and a Half Blood girl

named Ellen.

Ellen, who has a history with Nathan, provides him updates about the

ongoing conflict. It is revealed that the Hunters have brutally attacked a

gathering of Black Witches, resulting in many deaths and the capture of

others for experiments led by Wallend—a sinister figure in the oppressive
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regime. This news distresses Nathan, reminding him of his own torture at the

hands of Wallend.

As the group converges, Celia invites Nathan to join the Alliance of Free

Witches (AFW), but he expresses his reluctance, hinting at lingering

tensions from their past. Celia discusses the dire state of opposition against

the Hunters, emphasizing the necessity of an urgent response to their

growing power led by Jessica, a strong adversary.

The meeting highlights the complex dynamics of trust and loyalty among

different factions of witches, particularly regarding the participation of

influential Black Witches. Ultimately, it is suggested that Marcus, Nathan's

father and a powerful Black Witch, might be pivotal in attracting more

followers to their cause.

Nathan grapples with his identity as a Half Blood, feeling caught between

the worlds of Black and White Witches. Celia's invitation raises unresolved

feelings for him, especially concerning her treatment of him in the past.

Interpersonal relationships intensify when Annalise, a fellow ally, expresses

her feelings for Nathan, leading to a tender moment between them. He is left

yearning for clarity about his father's role in the Alliance and what it means

for their shared future.
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---

Chapter Summary: Peanuts

The narrative shifts to a lighter scene in the bar, where Nathan and Gus are

in a booth, while Gabriel attempts to entertain himself by playing with

peanuts at the bar. Gus boasts about his significance in the mission to reach

Marcus, Nathan’s father, and his ties to the Black Witch community,

portraying an air of authority. Nathan, however, rebuffs Gus, emphasizing

the tension fueled by his mixed heritage.

As their banter continues, Nathan is reminded of his need for sustenance

before embarking on his higher-stakes mission. Gabriel’s comedic actions

alleviate some of the tension, even as Gus critiques their camaraderie.

Nathan expresses frustration about his place within the Black Witch society

and the distrust directed toward him as a Half Blood.

After some negotiation, they decide to get something to eat at an Italian

restaurant where Nathan's appetite still suffers from the earlier conversation

with Gus. Their meal provides a momentary distraction from the overarching

seriousness of their mission.

Later, Gus leads Nathan to a secretive meeting spot, during which tensions
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flare, resulting in Nathan asserting himself against Gus's contemptuous

treatment. Gus's disparaging remarks challenge Nathan's identity as neither

fully Black nor White, forcing Nathan to confront how he perceives himself

and his role within the communities he navigates.

As Gus departs, Nathan reflects on the dichotomy of identity and the

expectations placed upon him. He is determined to discover the truth about

his father's legacy and their potential alliance while preparing to confront the

broader conflicts threatening their lives and the future of witches.

---

This summary encapsulates the major plot points and character dynamics

from both chapters, setting the stage for continued development as Nathan

navigates his identity and the complexities of alliances amidst a brewing

conflict.
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Chapter 48: Peanuts

### Summary of Chapters: Peanuts & Marcus

In the first chapter, Peanuts, Nathan is in a pub with Gus and Gabriel,

 where the tension between Nathan’s need for acceptance and Gus’ disdain

for his Half Code heritage becomes evident. Gus talks about Marcus,

Nathan’s father, and his reliable contacts in the Black Witch community,

while Nathan's sarcasm highlights their rocky relationship. Despite the

seriousness of their mission, Gabriel lightens the mood, showing his playful

nature as he juggles peanuts.

As Gus insists on urgency for Nathan's meeting with Marcus, Nathan's

hunger takes precedence, leading him to leave the pub with Gabriel. Their

conversation reveals Nathan's frustrations about his identity and the wider

conflict between the Black and White Witches, emphasizing his feeling of

alienation. By the time they reach a small Italian restaurant, Nathan

expresses discontent with Gus, who represents the rigid attitudes of the

Black Witch community.

After a tense exchange with Gus, Nathan finds himself in a secluded garden,

waiting for Marcus. Gus’ aggression signals the underlying violence and

division within their world, as he expresses a contempt for Half Codes. This
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moment is pivotal as Nathan confronts Gus and asserts his agency. 

When Marcus does arrive, tension remains. Their interaction is curt; Nathan

tries to share vital information, but Marcus is more focused on his safety

than their relationship. The chapter concludes with a sense of urgency and

unease, particularly as Nathan is thrust into a dangerous game between

factions.

In the next chapter, Marcus, Nathan finds himself alone in a tranquil

 garden, reflecting on his complex feelings about Marcus. When Marcus

arrives, their physical likeness becomes apparent. Nathan shares information

regarding a brewing conflict but feels dismissed by his father, who prefers

brevity and secrecy due to the looming threat of Hunters, who detect magic.

As they escape by leaping into a river, Nathan experiences exhilaration but

also fear in Marcus's world, where they manipulate time and nature. Their

bond is tested through the physical thrill of transformation and the painful

truth of their circumstances.

In the subsequent hunting scene, Nathan grasps the connectedness of human

and animal instincts—a duality he struggles with, much like Marcus, who

has to reconcile his two natures. Their time together in the wild allows for

profound dialogue about their identities, abilities, and the personal sacrifices

Marcus has made. 
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As they share more intimate, albeit fleeting moments, Nathan begins to cry,

grappling with a storm of emotions—sadness for his father’s loneliness and

joy for the fleeting connection they share. They discuss Marcus's powers,

acquired through dark practices, further emphasizing the dichotomy of their

lives as Black Witches. 

As the chapter progresses, Marcus reveals his reluctance to engage with the

Alliance, yet he expresses a desire to dismantle oppressive forces such as

Soul and the Hunters. This highlights the inherent conflict between personal

loyalty and broader societal struggles.

The chapter culminates when Nathan offers Marcus the Fairborn, a family

heirloom that symbolizes trust and connection. Marcus acknowledges its

significance, yet their exchange underscores the tension in their

relationship—one filled with shared history and unspoken complexities.

Overall, these chapters explore themes of identity, familial bonds, societal

divisions, and the struggle for agency in a hostile world. Through Nathan

and Marcus’s interactions, the narrative deepens the reader's understanding

of the precarious balance between power and vulnerability in their mystical

world.
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Chapter 49 Summary: Marcus

### Summary of the Chapters

In the stillness of a walled garden, Nathan anxiously awaits Marcus, his

father, contemplating their strained relationship. When Marcus appears, he

cautiously engages with Nathan while employing his magical ability to stop

time for safety against potential threats. The tension simmers as Nathan

seeks to inform Marcus about the Council of White Witches and a rising

group of rebels, but Marcus is more interested in keeping their interaction

brief because of the imminent dangers surrounding them. As they prepare to

depart, Nathan is surprised to learn he’s invited along. This unexpected

invitation marks the beginning of an exhilarating journey as they swiftly

navigate through the city, culminating in an exciting leap into a cold river,

where they float together, enjoying a rare moment of shared adventure.

Upon reaching the riverbank, Marcus reveals his nomadic existence,

constantly evading the Hunters who threaten his safety. Nathan feels a

powerful connection to his father, as he begins to grasp the solitude of

Marcus’s lifestyle and experiences a deeper understanding of his own

identity as a Black Witch. The two men bond over their shared abilities, and

Nathan witnesses Marcus’s life away from the chaos of their world.

Submerged in nature’s wildness, Nathan grapples with both admiration for
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and fear of becoming like Marcus, who leads a life characterized by freedom

yet marked by loneliness.

In the days that follow, they engage in primal hunting, allowing Nathan to

experience transformation into an eagle, further solidifying his connection to

his animal side. Their discussions reveal Marcus's perspective on power, the

significance of being in tune with one’s instincts, and the duality of their

identities as Black Witches. Nathan learns about his father's past, his Gifts

acquired through dark means, and the cost of survival in their tumultuous

world.

However, as Nathan prepares for an upcoming meeting at the Red Gourd, he

finds himself conflicted over his feelings for Annalise, a White Witch.

Marcus warns Nathan against the pitfalls of romantic involvement with

someone so different, drawing parallels between Nathan and his own past

with Nathan's mother. Despite his father's concerns, Nathan's feelings for

Annalise remain firm, demonstrating his internal struggle. 

As they approach Basle, Marcus employs magic to navigate cuts—a

secretive and perilous means of transportation—while demonstrating disdain

towards the Hunters who threaten them. They find safety and make covert

observations of the Hunters who are perplexed by the Half Bloods'

disappearance. This sets the stage for their fateful return to the Red Gourd.
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Upon entering the bar, tension escalates dramatically when Marcus reveals

himself and confronts Gus, a previous ally turned adversary. In a shocking

display of power, Marcus severely injures Gus, marking a new chapter of

conflict. This brutal act challenges alliances and casts doubt on the outcome

of Nathan's ties with both his father and the White Witch Alliance. Amidst

the chaos, Nathan stands stunned, caught between the violent legacy of his

family and the choices he must make regarding loyalty and identity in an

impending battle that looms over them all.

This narrative encapsulates the clash between heritage and personal choice,

as Nathan navigates the complexities of his lineage, relationships, and the

moral quagmire of his world, setting the stage for the upcoming

confrontation that could alter the balance between Black and White Witches

forever.
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Chapter 50 Summary: The Alliance

The Alliance

In a span of nearly a week filled with intense bonding and hunting, Nathan

and his father, Marcus, prepare to return to the Red Gourd for a meeting

essential to their lives. As Nathan conveys his desire to see Annalise, a

White Witch he’s developed feelings for, Marcus reflects on his past

relationship with Nathan's mother, warning his son against getting involved

with White Witches. Marcus shares his regret over not pursuing a life with

Nathan’s mother and expresses concern that Nathan embodies traits more

akin to him as a Black Witch than to her.

Despite Marcus’s reservations about the potential consequences of his

relationship with Annalise, Nathan remains resolute. Their father-son

dynamic is both complex and revealing, as Marcus admires Nathan yet fears

for him due to the darker qualities of his power. They traverse through secret

cuts to reach Basle, where Marcus promises to scout the area as Nathan

remains hidden from the Hunters, the dark adversaries they both dread but

know are stalking them.

Later, Marcus returns with news of two Hunters hunting for information on

the Half Bloods, suggesting their absence might indicate they’ve joined
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forces with the Alliance. As Nathan contemplates their impending conflict,

Marcus’s protective nature assures him while they stealthily approach the

Red Gourd through another cut, revealing them to a new location before a

tension-filled assembly with their allies—Gabriel, Celia, and others.

However, the atmosphere quickly shifts when Gus, one of the allies,

provocatively confronts Marcus. Without hesitation, Marcus reacts violently,

severing Gus’s ear, setting a grim tone for the meeting that follows.

Rivers of Blood

The next day, Celia leads a crucial meeting in the Black Forest, outlining

their primary aim: to eliminate Soul O’Brien, the malevolent leader of the

White Witches, and return peace to Witches in Britain. The immediate

challenge lies in driving the Hunters out of Europe, who are increasingly

encroaching and recruiting new members. With limited fighters, Celia

stresses the importance of strategic attacks that will not only disable their

foes but also demoralize them, emphasizing raids to confiscate vital

resources, particularly weapons.

As Nathan wrestles with the logistical challenges of their proposed tactics,

Celia and Marcus motivate them to act quickly before the Hunters can build

their strength. Each participant is assigned specific roles within the

burgeoning Alliance, reinforcing their military structure to coordinate
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operations during raids.

After the meeting, Nathan remains restless, worried about Annalise and her

safety amidst the chaos brewing outside their camp. Unable to sleep, he

ventures into the night where he encounters Gabriel. They share a fleeting

moment of camaraderie through running, mock-fighting, and discussing the

impending warfare they face. Their connection amid uncertainty is a stark

reminder of the stakes at hand.

As tensions rise, Nesbitt returns with vital intelligence on a new Hunter

training camp, which becomes their first raid target. Celia sets the time for

the assault, consolidating Nathan’s reluctant involvement to protect Nesbitt

during the reconnaissance mission. Nathan grapples with his feelings about

the racial divides in their groups as Celia and the others make tactical

decisions about personnel pairings, igniting a deeper concern about trust and

collaboration among the diverse factions of Witches.

With the tension and stakes higher than ever, Nathan must navigate his

personal feelings for Annalise, the dangers of their mission, and the futility

of prejudice in a time of war. The group prepares for a confrontation that

could change the landscape of their existence forever as they face their fears

and bond over a shared goal; survival amid an impending conflict.



Chapter
Title Summary

The
Alliance

Nathan and his father, Marcus, bond and prepare for a meeting at the Red
Gourd. Despite Marcus's warnings about his feelings for Annalise, a White
Witch, Nathan remains determined. Their relationship is complex as Marcus
admires Nathan yet fears for him. They navigate through secret paths to
avoid Hunters, learning of new threats from them. A tense assembly with
allies leads to conflict when Marcus violently confronts Gus, setting a grim
tone for their mission.

Rivers
of Blood

Celia leads a meeting in the Black Forest outlining the plan to eliminate Soul
O’Brien, the White Witches’ leader, and combat the encroaching Hunters.
They strategize raids for essential resources. Nathan struggles with his
duties and worries for Annalise's safety. He bonds with Gabriel, then faces
the formation of a raid targeting a new Hunter training camp. Celia reiterates
the need for collaboration despite racial divides within their group. The
chapter culminates in the group's preparation for an impending conflict.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of unity and collaboration in the face of

adversity.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the precipice of conflict,

where every choice could determine not only your survival but the

lives of those you care about. In this moment, as Nathan and his allies

come together, you feel the weight of their individual struggles and

the strength that can be found in unity. Their fight against the Hunters

highlights a powerful truth: when faced with overwhelming

challenges, it is the bonds we forge and the trust we build with one

another that will guide us through darkness. Embracing our

differences and working collaboratively, much like the diverse

factions of Witches in their quest for peace, can be the force that

transforms our own lives—turning moments of strife into

opportunities for healing and shared victory.
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Chapter 51 Summary: Rivers of Blood

### Summary of "Rivers of Blood" and "The Forager" Chapters

In the Black Forest of southern Germany, Celia and Marcus return to

 the main camp, marking a pivotal point for the newly formed Alliance, whi

ch seeks to overthrow Soul O’Brien, the leader of the White Witches, throu

gh strategic attacks against the Hunters—an escalating threat across

 Europe. The Hunters, a formidable group, have been amassing troops and

resources as they move southward, and their numbers are increasing. The

intent of the Alliance’s first objective is clear: they aim to deter new recruits

by attacking now before the Hunters become fully adept in their training.

Celia leads the meeting, laying out the imperative to raid the Hunters'

supplies while also demoralizing their forces. Despite possessing minimal

weapons, the Alliance plans to leverage this advantage in their raids, with a

focus on speed and surprise. Acknowledging the limited number of fighters

available, Celia emphasizes the necessity of successful strikes that not only

neutralize targets but also conserve their resources. Marcus, eager for action,

questions when they will engage the Hunters, to which Celia replies that

their first raid is planned for the night after the scouts return with

information.
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Night descends, but concerns rise. The narrator struggles with anxiety over

Annalise's safety while she is on a foraging mission. Unsure of her

well-being, he finds solace in running with Gabriel, escaping the weight of

leadership responsibilities and the looming conflict. Their bond strengthens

during this light-hearted encounter as they joke about their training abilities

and the upcoming battle.

As the night wanes, Nesbitt briefs the team on their target: a small, newly

established training camp comprising ten recruits and two experienced

Hunters. Each recruit is able to wield weapons but lacks hand-to-hand

combat skills. The camp is described as vulnerable due to its layout, which

the Alliance plans to exploit under the cover of dawn, taking advantage of

their guards’ schedule.

Meanwhile, Annalise arrives at the camp also bearing the burdens of her

 duties as she helps set up tents while feeling the pressures of camp gossip.

Struggling with fellow members' expectations, she takes on the role of

organizing supplies, reflecting her strengths in logistics over combat. Her

interactions with Nathan highlight the challenges she faces in fitting in with

the group, especially alongside those burdened by loss.

That evening, their intimate moment together is interrupted by Nesbitt,

leading to humorous yet poignant exchanges that solidify their feelings.

Nathan’s bond with Annalise forms the emotional core of the narrative,
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contrasting the violent experiences of the camp. As they navigate their roles

within the Alliance amidst the brewing conflict, the stakes continue to rise,

with looming confrontations and personal connections threatening to

unravel. The chapter closes on a cliffhanger just as Nathan tries to express

his feelings, showcasing the balance between personal struggle and the

imminent chaos of war ahead.

This passage of narrative transitions from strategic conversations about

survival against the Hunters, to the emotional dynamics of the main

characters, creating a rich exploration of loyalty, identity, and the

tribulations faced in the context of a brewing conflict.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Strategic Action in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 51, the urgency and importance of

making calculated, strategic decisions when facing overwhelming

odds resonate deeply. Just like Celia rallies the Alliance to act

decisively against the Hunters, we too can find inspiration in her

approach. When we face challenges in life, whether personal or

professional, taking strategic action—rather than waiting in fear or

uncertainty—can empower us to alter the course of our situation. This

chapter serves as a reminder that through collaboration, planning, and

decisive steps, we hold the power to change our circumstances and

navigate through our own struggles, turning them into opportunities

for growth and transformation.
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Chapter 52: The Forager

### Summary of "The Forager" and "The First Attack"

In the first chapter, titled "The Forager," the protagonist, Nathan, spends the

afternoon watching Annalise and other White Witches as they carry out their

camp chores. Annalise, despite her fatigue, insists on completing her tasks,

which initially worries Nathan. Their interactions reveal tension with other

characters—Laura is afraid of Nathan, while Sarah bombards him with

questions about his family and his father, Marcus, who is also in the camp.

Celia, another fighter, encourages Nathan to join the training session, where

the seasoned instructor Greatorex leads the group in self-defense exercises.

Nathan watches as his peers practice, including his friends Gabriel and

Sameen, who seem to be charming the girls around them. Greatorex decides

to spar with Nathan instead of letting Celia do so, prompting playful banter

between Nathan and Celia. This dynamic sets a light-hearted tone before

transitioning to deeper, more emotional moments.

When night falls, Nathan and Annalise share a quiet moment at his

makeshift camp, discussing their day and the challenges they face. Nathan is

hesitant to reveal the complexities surrounding his father and the dangers

inherent in their lives. Annalise talks about the logistics of food supplies and
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her responsibilities, revealing her pragmatism and the seriousness of their

situation. Their conversation touches on the gossip surrounding Marcus and

the crushes the girls have on Gabriel, building camaraderie and humanizing

their struggles.

However, the mood shifts sharply as Nathan realizes the looming threat of

violence. He longs to express his feelings for Annalise but is interrupted by

Nesbitt, who calls him back to duty.

In the second chapter, "The First Attack," the focus shifts to Nathan's first

mission with Nesbitt, where they navigate through the woods to a designated

airfield. Nathan feels nervous but reassured by Marcus's presence. He

grapples with the decision of how to use his Gift, knowing that

transformations would not serve them in this tactical conflict.

At the airfield, Nesbitt scouts ahead but notices something troubling—there

may be more Hunters stationed there than expected. Their apprehension

grows as they await the rest of their team, which includes Celia and Gabriel.

An unease settles in as they prepare for an assault, and the situation escalates

when Nesbitt finally returns with alarming news.

As they launch their attack, chaos ensues. Nathan faces Hunters, showcasing

both his fighting skills and teamwork with Gabriel and Sameen. An intense

skirmish leads to the injury of Greatorex, requiring a quick and daring rescue
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by Nathan, Gabriel, and Sameen. They manage to extract her despite the

danger and confusion surrounding them.

After a hard-fought battle that leaves several Hunters dead, the group

regroups, nursing wounds and assessing the toll of the fight. Despite the

chaos, Nathan shows growing confidence in his abilities and his role within

the group, which foreshadows his continued development as he confronts the

complexities of his life, including the shadows cast by his father and the

dangers they face.

These chapters intertwine personal relationships, the challenges of survival,

and the realities of conflict, laying a foundation for the characters' growth

and the overarching themes of loyalty, identity, and the struggle against

oppression.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 53 Summary: The First Attack

### Summary of Chapters: The First Attack and Blondine

The First Attack

In a tense atmosphere, Nathan prepares for a covert mission with Nesbitt,

just two minutes away from Annalise, who expresses concern for his safety.

Despite the urge to utilize his Gift and transform into an animal, Nathan

understands that this mission requires tactical human skills instead, as taught

by Celia. At a designated cut in the forest, Marcus checks on Nathan with a

gesture of encouragement before Nathan and Nesbitt depart.

Navigating through darkness, they arrive at an airfield where Nesbitt uses

cutters to create an opening in the fence. As they monitor the surrounding

area, Nesbitt reports that he couldn’t see inside the hangars, leaving them

uncertain about the potential presence of Hunters or new recruits. Nathan

insists that Nesbitt should inform Celia about their findings, and after a

half-hour wait, Celia and the team arrive to strategize their attack.

As the group splits up for the mission, Nathan and Gabriel head to the first

hangar, discovering rows of empty bunk beds, while gunfire erupts from the
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middle hangar. As chaos ensues, Nathan demonstrates his combat skills,

taking down Hunters efficiently. However, injuries emerge when Greatorex

is shot, prompting them to plan a rescue. With Marcus’s support, they

manage to extract Greatorex while eliminating remaining threats.

After the skirmish concludes, Nesbitt returns, battered but alive and curious

about missing events. The team learns that they have eliminated 22 Hunters

and trainers, an unexpected success with heavier casualties than anticipated.

As they prepare to regroup and care for their wounded, the adrenaline begins

to fade, leaving them to confront the weight of life-and-death decisions and

the choices ahead.

---

Blondine

Six days later, Nathan and his team embark on another raid in France, this

time confronting fourteen Hunters. The mission goes smoothly, with no

injuries, although Greatorex remains behind to recuperate. Annalise and

other foragers join the team to help gather supplies but Nathan feels uneasy

about Annalise witnessing the brutality of the fight.

After the raid, while covering the dead bodies, Nathan discovers a seemingly
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unconscious young Hunter named Blondine, with distinctive "White Witch"

sparks in her eyes. When she reveals herself to be unarmed but holding two

knives, Nathan is ordered by Celia to keep watch over her until they return

to camp. Despite Marcus advocating for Blondine’s execution due to her

identity, Nathan insists on treating her as a prisoner rather than an enemy.

With tensions running high, Nathan leads Blondine through the camp while

explaining the situation to Nesbitt, hoping to keep her safe. Meanwhile,

Marcus grapples with his own traumatic history with Hunters, which

complicates his perspective on mercy and justice. Nathan's commitment to

protect Blondine becomes a moral struggle, as he challenges Marcus’

inclination for vengeance.

Back at base camp, Blondine is hooded and tied, eliciting mixed reactions

from the group's members regarding her treatment. Some view her as a

problem due to the logistics of keeping a prisoner, while others contend

forgiveness and rationality may help foster a future of understanding.

As Nathan returns to his quarters, he resolves to speak with Annalise about

Kieran, her brother, whom he inadvertently killed during a previous mission.

The conversation proves difficult, rooted in guilt and the haunting reality of

their world. Annalise’s anger and sorrow force Nathan to confront both his

past actions and the essence of his powers, leaving a rift in their relationship

as he struggles with the weight of his decisions.
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Both chapters intertwine themes of violence, morality, and the complexities

of human (or witch) relationships, challenging Nathan’s resolve to maintain

his humanity in a brutal conflict and the profound consequences of his

choices.

Chapter Summary

The First
Attack

Nathan and Nesbitt prepare for a covert mission while Annalise worries
about Nathan's safety. They infiltrate an airfield, discovering empty hangars
but encountering unexpected gunfire. Nathan displays combat skills, but
injuries arise, leading to a rescue operation. They successfully eliminate 22
Hunters and trainers, dealing with the aftermath of their choices and the
weight of life-and-death decisions.

Blondine

Six days later, Nathan's team conducts a raid in France against 14 Hunters
with no injuries. Nathan finds a young Hunter, Blondine, with 'White Witch'
sparks and decides to treat her as a prisoner despite Marcus's desire for her
execution. Nathan struggles with the moral implications of mercy vs.
vengeance, while Blondine's presence creates tension among the group.
The chapter concludes with Nathan confronting his guilt over past actions as
he attempts to connect with Annalise, highlighting themes of violence and
moral complexity.
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Chapter 54 Summary: Blondine

In the chapters we explore a recent raid in France where Nathan and his crew

 face off against fourteen Hunters. The skirmish goes smoothly, and Nathan

reflects on his partner Greatorex, who is recovering from injuries. However,

the raid brings added tension as Annalise, Sarah, and two other foragers are

brought to help collect anything useful afterward. Nathan feels

uncomfortable with Annalise seeing him after the brutal battle, as he is often

left bloodied and disheveled from fighting with knives, unlike the others

who use guns.

In an unusual turn of events, while covering the bodies of the fallen, Nathan

discovers a female Hunter named Blondine, who initially feigns death.

When he confronts her, her unique eyes reveal her status as a White Witch, a

pivotal point as Nathan decides to take her captive. Celia orders Nathan to

guard Blondine, a role he feels uncertain about since he has never held a

prisoner before. Tensions rise as Marcus, unable to separate personal

vendetta from his judgment, urges Nathan to execute Blondine, reminding

him of the horrors the Hunters inflicted on his family. Nathan passionately

defends Blondine, insisting that he doesn't want to become the kind of

person who kills prisoners. Their confrontation unveils their deeper

struggles: Marcus grapples with loss and vengeance, while Nathan attempts

to cling to his principles of humanity amidst chaos. 
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As they return to camp, the group's dynamic shifts with the presence of

Blondine. Conversations about her fate unfold, leading to differing opinions

among the fighters. Some consider her a threat that complicates their

resources, while others believe that letting her go might enable a degree of

goodwill in the ongoing war. Nathan is caught between wanting to protect

Blondine and managing the group's escalating tensions around her presence.

That night, Nathan seeks to confide in Annalise, feeling burdened with the

truth about her brother Kieran, whom he killed in self-defense during a

previous encounter. The revelation creates emotional turmoil for both as

Annalise processes her brother's loss while grappling with her feelings for

Nathan, who has concealed his abilities and past actions. Annalise confronts

him about his Gift, which complicates their bond even further, leaving their

relationship strained as a result of mistrust and hidden truths.

The next day, as Nathan participates in training, he learns devastating news

from Celia about the execution of Deborah, a fellow White Witch, and her

husband. Overcome with grief and anger, Nathan struggles with feelings of

helplessness in the face of the brutal realities of war. This news compounds

Nathan’s personal challenges, pushing him to confront both his role within

the group and the broader implications of their fight against the Hunters,

illustrating the emotional toll the conflict has taken on him and those around

him.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


These chapters deepen the narrative's exploration of morality, identity, and

the psychological cost of conflict, intertwining themes of love, loyalty, and

the struggle for humanity against a backdrop of violence and loss.
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Chapter 55 Summary: A Walk

A Walk

The story picks up with a sense of impending dread as the protagonist,

whose internal turmoil surrounds the recent turmoil in their life, is

approached by Celia during lunchtime. Celia, a friend who often offers

support, seems to hold important news, and she calls upon Gabriel to be with

them. As they venture into the trees, the space away from the crowd mirrors

the tension and isolation the protagonist feels.

Celia's somber demeanor hints that the news isn't about a mutual

acquaintance, Annalise, but related to something much heavier. The

protagonist’s intuition proves correct when Gabriel reveals the tragic news:

Deborah, a close confidante and a powerful White Witch, has been executed.

The news strikes a deep chord, unveiling a well of grief and anger that the

protagonist feels unable to contain. They reflect on Deborah’s intelligence

and kindness, feelings of loss compounded by the horrors they imagine

Deborah endured before her death. The protagonist's rage is palpable,

revealing the fragility of their world and the brutal reality they must face.

---
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With Arran

Days later, the protagonist stands on the fringes of a camp, watching for a

familiar figure—their brother, Arran, whom they haven’t seen in over two

years. Arran arrives with a group of Whites and Half Bloods, weary yet

resilient. His presence should bring comfort, yet the shadows of their shared

tragedy loom large. The poignant weight of Deborah's death hangs heavily

between them, marking this reunion with heartbreak.

As Arran catches sight of his sibling, the initial tension melts into a

bittersweet smile. They embrace, a moment filled with unspoken words and

shared memories. Arran is thinner than expected, and his grief for Deborah

is evident as they both grapple with her loss. Their conversation flows,

sparking memories of simpler, happier times—moments spent with Deborah

and their Gran. They reminisce about family rituals, illuminating the stark

contrast between those past joys and their current pain.

Over the following days, Arran dedicates his free time to reconnecting with

the protagonist, who is hesitant to share the darker details of their absence.

They avoid discussing the more painful experiences, diverting Arran’s

curiosity about their mutual friend, Gabriel. The sibling bond is reaffirmed

as they cherish memories, highlighting their once inseparable bond. A

flashback to climbing a tree together encapsulates the purity of their
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childhood, providing solace in these turbulent times. 

Arran’s tears and their embrace signify a mutual understanding that, despite

the tragic circumstances, their connection remains enduring. Together, they

navigate through their grief, honoring Deborah’s memory while also finding

comfort in their reunion. 
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Chapter 56: With Arran

### Summary of Chapters

#### Reunion with Arran

In the midst of a somber camp, the protagonist unexpectedly reunites with

Arran, her brother, after over two years apart. Though he is surrounded by

weary Whites and Half Bloods, Arran's demeanor is tense, weighed down by

the recent death of their sister, Deborah. The narrator, concealed among the

trees, is initially hesitant but steps forward to be seen, craving connection

despite the painful circumstances. Their embrace is filled with unsaid

emotions, grief, and memories of happier times spent together as a trio with

Deborah.

As they reconnect, Arran is eager to learn about the narrator's experiences

since their separation, but she struggles to share the traumatic details.

Instead, she deflects inquiries about Gabriel, their mutual acquaintance,

suggesting Arran ask him directly. Amidst the sorrow, they find solace in

reminiscing about a shared childhood memory that provides a comforting

anchor in their turbulent world. 

#### The Threat from Wallend
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A conversation with Celia reveals vital information about Wallend, a figure

conducting dangerous experiments on captured Black Witches, akin to

Deborah's last mission before her arrest. Wallend aims to create a tattoo for

Hunters that is yet to be fully understood. Curiously, Celia proposes a new

mission to investigate this, gauging the narrator’s readiness to proceed

amidst her recent losses. The narrator dismisses concerns about her

emotional control, asserting that her sister's death only deepens her resolve.

Celia conveys her decisions regarding Blondine, a fellow operative who

faced execution for desertion—a painful reminder of the stakes and betrayal

involved in their fight against the Hunters. This conversation sets the stage

for the next raid, critical to their ongoing battle against the Hunters, as they

prepare to utilize the intel Deborah provided on Hunter locations in Northern

France.

#### The Raid and its Consequences

The planned raid unfolds with Greatorex leading a small team. The main

character, chosen for her speed and skill, is assigned to chase down any

escaping Hunters. As the mission progresses, the brutal reality of their

actions comes to the forefront. The protagonist grapples with rage directed at

the Hunters and their oppressive regime, alongside feelings of betrayal

regarding her relationship with Annalise, who has distanced herself after the
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narrator's violent encounters with the enemy.

The raid successfully eliminates multiple Hunters, but the protagonist

grapples with the morality of their actions. Encountering a dying Hunter,

Gabriel’s questioning about tattoos highlights the urgency of their mission,

while Annalise witnesses the aftermath of the violence. The prevailing

atmosphere complicates relationships and initiates deeper conflicts within

the narrator, reflecting on the emotional toll of their actions and the cycle of

violence surrounding them.

#### Explosive Tensions

Post-raid, awkward breakfast interactions reveal growing tensions,

particularly with Annalise, who confronts the protagonist about the recent

killing and the flippant remarks made during the raid. The protagonist’s

attempt to justify her actions exposes the chasm between their realities and

moral standings, leading to further estrangement. The exchange reveals

deep-seated frustrations that resonate beyond personal relationships,

touching on the broader struggle against oppression and survival.

Arran’s counsel amplifies the internal conflict, encouraging honesty with

Annalise as a potential path for reconciliation. However, when the

protagonist seeks her out, Sarah’s hostile interference complicates matters,

suggesting a divide fostered by fear and misinformation. Tensions peak with
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Sarah’s insinuations about the protagonist’s violent tendencies, casting

remaining doubts on his integrity and intentions toward Annalise.

As conflicts intensify, the protagonist is left unsettled yet resolute, ready to

confront the complexities of love, loyalty, and the harsh realities of their

world. This tumultuous mix of grief, violence, and unresolved relationships

shapes their inexorable journey against the forces that threaten their lives

and freedoms.
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Chapter 57 Summary: Laughter

### Laughter

In a tense conversation, Celia reveals critical information about Deborah's

risky move before her arrest: a tattoo experiment on Black Witches, likely to

be adapted for Hunters. This raises urgent questions about the purpose of

these tattoos and the nature of upcoming missions. Nathan expresses his

anger and frustration at the complex situation, particularly regarding the loss

of his sister and the tournament of morality in their world.

The next raid is imminent, led by Greatorex, a capable leader respected for

her nuanced approach to the members of the group. The squad prepares

carefully, with Nathan taking on the role of pursuing any fleeing Hunters, a

task he excels at due to his speed and determination.

As the raid unfolds, violence remains a haunting backdrop for Nathan. He

grapples with his growing anger towards various figures in his life, including

Hunters and his romantic interest, Annalise, whose perception of him

continues to strain their relationship. The mission is ruthless, ending with

Nathan killing a young runner Hunter, further pushing him into a moral

quandary.
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A dying Hunter prompts Gabriel to inquire about tattoos, intensifying the

tension. Annalise witnesses the brutal aftermath and confronts Nathan about

his laughter during a vile moment. Their interaction reflects the greater

horror of war, blurring lines between right and wrong.

That night, Nathan reflects on his actions and the divide between him and

Annalise, ultimately feeling alienated. This internal struggle deepens in the

following days as he confides in Arran about his conflicting feelings and the

nature of his powers.

### The Meeting

In a pivotal meeting, Nathan and others gather in Celia's tent for news about

camp challenges and impending missions. Rumors of Van's return stir

excitement, especially among those like Nesbitt, who long for action. As

tensions rise due to dwindling resources and growing numbers, camp morale

begins to fray. Complaints about food and conditions underscore frustration

among the increasingly restless rebels.

Van highlights pressing issues, while Celia reveals the opportunity for a raid

on a Hunter cache that could change their fortunes. Despite conflicting

emotions about the brutal nature of their fight, Nathan hopes Annalise, now

a forager, will confront the harsh realities of their world. The meeting

emphasizes the dire circumstances they face, with a mission that aims not
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only to strike the Hunters but also to address their own dwindling survival

resources.

Annalise's involvement and the harsh truths of war hint at deeper

consequences for both Nathan and their relationship. The situation is

complicated by Nathan's own feelings and the moral dilemmas they continue

to encounter.
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Chapter 58 Summary: The Meeting

### Summary of "The Meeting" and "Connor"

#### The Meeting

Four days after a recent escapade, Nathan and other members of the rebel

camp are summoned to a meeting in Celia's tent, a familiar locale for

planning raids. On his way, Nathan spots Annalise and Sarah, yet struggles

to find a moment alone with Annalise since their last encounter, where she

had abruptly left. As the assembly gathers, Nathan learns from Gabriel that

Van has returned from recruiting Black Witches. The atmosphere is tense as

various camp factions—fighters, scouts, and support members—gather to

address the urgent issues plaguing their camp: an overpopulation of

civilians, food shortages, and dwindling supplies. 

Van starts with a grim acknowledgment of their predicament, noting the

significant number of non-combatants and their desperate needs. Complaints

erupt about the dire food situation and the inefficacy of their current plans

against Soul, the oppressive ruler they are up against. Amid rising

frustrations, Celia announces a crucial opportunity: they have located a

Hunter cache with valuable supplies. Greatorex will lead an attack, requiring

all capable members to assist.
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As the idea of battle looms, Nathan reflects on his complex feelings toward

Annalise, hoping she will be protected from the horrors of war even as he

struggles with the reality of violence. The meeting concludes with an air of

impending action, bridging the gap between hope and despair.

#### Connor

After the meeting, Greatorex leads Nathan and other fighters into the woods,

away from the camp's complaints, to engage in the upcoming raid on the

Hunter camp—a two-hour jog through the forest. As they approach their

target, Nathan's team, numbering sixteen, emerges stealthily to face the same

number of Hunters guarding a cache of supplies. Tensions rise as Marcus,

Nathan’s father, initiates the attack invisibly.

The chaos of battle ensues; Nathan captures two fleeing Hunters but is

distracted by an eerie hissing sound in his head, hinting at a hidden menace.

As looting begins, a surprise twist occurs: Nesbitt, one of Nathan's

teammates, brings forth a tied-up prisoner—Connor, Annalise’s brother, a

figure from Nathan's past. Connor's defenses about being forced into the

Hunters elicit Nathan's rage, leading him to confront Connor’s cowardice. 

As conflict escalates, Annalise arrives, firearm drawn, demanding the release

of her brother. Tension mounts between her and Marcus, who escalates the
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threat with his aggression toward Connor. A desperate attempt at negotiation

unfolds, with Nathan promising to protect Connor when gunfire erupts—the

Hunters have set a trap, surrounding them in ambush.

As bloodshed reignites, the situation spirals out of control when Marcus

fatally stabs Connor, provoking Annalise to retaliate with gunfire aimed at

Marcus. The chaos culminates in Marcus being shot, leaving Nathan in

shock as he witnesses his father in pain while Annalise disappears in the

fray. This pivotal moment crystallizes the personal and collective tragedies

of war, forcing Nathan to confront the dire consequences of their struggle

against the Hunters.
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Chapter 59 Summary: Connor

### Summary of Chapters

#### Connor's Perspective

As the chapter opens, Connor and the other trainees, led by Greatorex,

venture into the depths of the forest, a much-needed escape from the chaos

surrounding them. They arrive at the Hunter camp, which comprises trucks

and tents, just as dawn breaks. The group is well-prepared for an encounter,

with Connor partnered with Nesbitt, sharing an efficient rapport built

through experience. 

In the initial skirmish, Marcus becomes invisible and takes the lead in the

attack. Connor manages to subdue two fleeing foes, but a strange hissing

sound fills his head, causing concern. He assumes it’s related to the mobile

phones the Hunters possess, but the sound is overwhelming—much louder

than the number of phones in the camp. As he searches for answers, he

encounters a shocking revelation: a captured Hunter is Connor O’Brien, the

younger brother of Annalise, someone whom he hasn't seen since childhood.

Their tense reunion is fraught with history, disappointment, and betrayal.

Connor O'Brien, now a Hunter, expresses his unwillingness to participate in

the violence, an excuse that only angers Nathan further.
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Tensions rise as other members of the group, particularly Marcus, threaten

Connor, stirring memories of past grievances. Annalise’s sudden arrival

complicates matters, as she demands that Marcus let her brother go. Nathan

attempts to calm her, promising that they will not harm Connor. However,

amidst the chaos, gunfire erupts, revealing that the Hunters have set a trap.

Surrounded and fearing for their lives, they are caught in a deadly ambush.

During the ensuing melee, Annalise inadvertently leads to a tragic moment:

as she fires at Marcus in a moment of desperation, she inadvertently shoots

him, further complicating the fight for survival.

#### Slowing Time

Connor quickly realizes that they are trapped with Marcus wounded and in

need of immediate help. The situation deteriorates as it becomes evident that

they are surrounded by Hunters. Gabriel and Nesbitt strategize to build a

makeshift defense utilizing broken firearms, but their attempts to fend off

the Hunters seem futile.

Realizing that their only chance of escape rests on Marcus's unique ability,

Marcus offers to slow time, providing a pivotal window for the others to

flee. He reveals the gravity of his injuries, confessing that he cannot survive

his wounds and urges Nathan to fulfill a prophecy concerning his own
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destiny. Marcus insists that Nathan must take his gifts by an ancient, dark

ritual he alludes to—killing him and consuming his heart to acquire his

powers.

Struggling against the weight of this gruesome decision, Nathan feels the

urgency of the moment but is overwhelmed by the moral implications. Yet,

Marcus's suffering forces his hand, and Nathan realizes he has no choice. He

reluctantly accepts the Fairborn, a weapon linked to their fate, recognizing

its desire for blood and power.

As time slows and their comrades race for safety, Nathan faces the hardest

task of his life. With Marcus's final words of love and encouragement

echoing in his mind, he performs the ancient rite. This horrific act seals

Nathan's transformation, intertwining his destiny with the blood of his

father, even as the cost looms before him.

---

This revision maintains the original narrative’s impactful moments while

enhancing clarity, flow, and background context to ensure that the reader

understands the relationships, stakes, and character dynamics at play.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 60: Slowing Time

### Slowing Time

As the chaos unfolds around me, I rush back to Marcus, who has sustained

serious injuries but possesses incredible healing abilities. Though I attempt

to reassure him that he can hold on long enough for us to return to safety, his

doubts weigh heavily on both of us. The Alliance’s position is compromised,

likely under watch by the Hunters, who have already started overwhelming

our ranks. With bodies littering the ground and the sounds of battle echoing,

it becomes eerily clear that this attack was meticulously planned.

Nesbitt joins us, reporting the dire situation—we are encircled, with only a

few Rebels left to fight back against the Hunters. Gabriel and Nesbitt hastily

create a barrier with crates, but discovering that our weapons are broken

only adds to our despair. Tension escalates as we realize the Hunters,

possibly bolstered by their ability to turn invisible, will soon close in on us.

As Marcus struggles to speak, his condition worsens, and I see the gravity of

his injuries. I press him to run with us, but he states he cannot. Instead, he

reveals he can momentarily slow time, providing us a brief opportunity to

escape. His insistence that I must be the one to survive, fulfilling a prophecy

in which I play a vital role, becomes unbearably poignant. He speaks of
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using his Gifts, urging me to take them, even if it means his

death—something I dread.

Despite my protests, his resolve is unyielding. Marcus, in a moment of

strained focus, begins to cast the spell. As time halts, I look into his eyes,

seeing his love reflected in their depths. When the world resumes, I face a

gut-wrenching choice—one dictated by the prophecy and the love that now

surrounds me. With the Fairborn weapon in hand, I carry out the tragic act of

severing the bond between father and son forever.

### Seeing Jessica

After the harrowing act of killing my father, chaos reigns as Hunters

continue to encroach. But my friends seize the moment to push back, giving

me a glimmer of hope as I break free from the image of Marcus lying

lifeless. The weight of his loss heavy on my conscience, I race towards

Gabriel, who attempts to keep me grounded amidst the turmoil and my

plunging emotional state.

As the rush of adrenaline kicks in, I temporarily shake off the shock from the

gruesome act I've committed—remnants of my father still taste fresh in my

mouth. It’s a struggle to remain focused on the present rather than get lost in

the past and the memories of love mixed with betrayal.
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In the frantic dash away from danger, the urgency overwhelms me. A shot

rings out, and Sameen, one of our companions, takes a hit. I can't let others

slow me down; the reality of our situation demands that I continue forward.

Gabriel protests, torn between loyalty to Sameen and his own instincts to

stay with me for safety.

In a desperate moment to fulfill my own needs and protect Gabriel from

danger, I insist he leave while I check on Sameen. After a heartbeat's

hesitation, he sprints off, trusting me to find my way. Kneeling at Sameen’s

side, I make the heart-wrenching decision to end her suffering, knowing it

might attract the Hunters.

As blood coats my hands, I rise, driven by shock and a newfound vigor. I

glance back at the Hunters, a familiar face amidst them freezing me in

place—my sister Jessica, a living embodiment of betrayal. It dawns on me

that the ambush was orchestrated by her, and as betrayal fuels my speed, I

charge into the darkness, away from my companions, drawing the Hunters

towards me. With every ounce of strength, I sprint into the night, my

emotions tangled and wild, as the reality of my situation closes around me.
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Chapter 61 Summary: Seeing Jessica

### Summary of Chapters: "Seeing Jessica" and "Red"

#### Seeing Jessica

The chapter opens on a tumultuous and emotionally charged moment for

Nathan, who has just killed his father in a violent confrontation.

Overwhelmed by shock and guilt, he is aware of the chaos around him—his

allies, Greatorex and the others, are engaged in combat with Hunters

pursuing them. Nathan struggles to process his actions as he moves away

from his father’s body, haunted by the memory of their brief connection and

the blood that clings to him.

In this state of disarray, Nathan finds Gabriel, who attempts to bring him

back to reality by urging him to focus. Despite Gabriel's calls, Nathan's mind

is clouded with images of his father, making it difficult for him to engage

with the present. The arrival of Nesbitt and the urgency of Greatorex

heighten the tension as they all understand the necessity to flee before more

Hunters close in.

As Nathan begins to regain some sense of control, he runs ahead, feeling

invigorated despite the danger. However, tragedy strikes when they witness
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Sameen injured by a gunshot. Making a critical decision, Nathan insists that

Gabriel leave to ensure his own safety, while he chooses to return to help

Sameen. In a gut-wrenching moment, Nathan puts Sameen out of her misery,

marking his resolve to confront the deadly consequences of their fight

head-on.

The shocking realization of his sister Jessica’s presence among the Hunters

drives Nathan to escape, racing away with primal instinct. He draws the

Hunters by separating from his friends, creating tension that foreshadows the

confrontation with his sister.

#### Red

In this chapter, the narrative shifts from Nathan's internal struggle to a

broader, grim perspective on the aftermath of conflict. A character walks

through a desolate valley filled with the fallen bodies of Alliance members,

victims of the brutal Hunters. It's a grim reminder of the cost of war and

betrayal. Each body serves as a testament to the devastating events that have

unfolded, deepening feelings of loss and guilt.

The character grapples with the haunting reality that the deaths are tied to

Annalise, whose choices have led to this massacre. Waking in the rain, they

fight against despair, aware that they must keep moving to avoid becoming

another victim. Surrounded by nature’s beauty, there is an underlying
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tension of beauty contrasting with brutality.

With fatigue and emotional pain weighing heavily, the character reflects on

the recent events, including the death of Marcus, who could have turned the

tide against the Hunters. The rain becomes a symbol of both cleansing and

mourning, as it mixes with blood, creating a visceral image of grief.

As they lie in the rain, haunted by memories of violence and loss, the

character resolves that this cycle of suffering cannot continue: they vow to

hunt down Annalise, the person they hold responsible for these tragedies.

This determination to confront their past and reclaim some semblance of

justice sets the stage for future confrontations and the quest for resolution. 

Together, these chapters flesh out a narrative steeped in violence, guilt, and

the struggle for agency in a world transformed by conflict. Nathan’s personal

crisis intertwines with a broader commentary on loss, betrayal, and the

arduous path toward vengeance.
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Chapter 62 Summary: Red

In this chapter, we follow a protagonist grappling with the aftermath of a

 brutal conflict against the oppressive Hunters, part of a series of violent

escalations brought on by divisions within the Alliance, a group fighting for

freedom. The narrative begins with the protagonist struggling to process the

overwhelming number of casualties scattered across the landscape, where

bodies of fallen rebels lie as grim reminders of betrayal and violence. Each

corpse evokes memories of how the current state of carnage was averted had

it not been for the betrayal by Annalise, who shot their ally, Marcus. With

Marcus's death, the protagonist reflects on how his leadership could have

spared many lives.

As they traverse into a serene yet eerily beautiful valley, the contrast

between the surrounding nature and the horror of the dead highlights the

protagonist's internal turmoil. The rain begins to fall heavily, creating a vivid

image of red rivulets merging with the mud—symbolizing bloodshed and

emotional distress. The protagonist finds fleeting moments of solace in the

lush greenery but is haunted by memories of Marcus's death and their own

painful actions taken in the heat of survival.

As the day ends, a sense of despair washes over the protagonist, who is

unable to escape the memories of violence and betrayal. They are

determined, however, to seek retribution against Annalise for the devastation
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wrought by her actions. Resolutely, they vow that tomorrow will mark a

turning point in their quest for justice and closure, indicating a fierce

determination to stop further loss and take action against those responsible

for the current turmoil.

The chapter closes with the protagonist preparing mentally for the

confrontation to come, signaling a deeper exploration of themes such as loss,

vengeance, and the struggle between morality and survival in a war-torn

landscape. The reflections on the past serve as a haunting reminder of the

protagonist’s motivations and the precarious situation they find themselves

in, setting the stage for future conflict. 

In summary, this chapter intricately combines themes of loss and betrayal

with visceral imagery, establishing a gripping narrative filled with emotional

weight and a clear motive for the protagonist’s impending quest for justice.
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