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About the book

In "Harriet Tubman," Catherine Clinton masterfully unveils the remarkable

life of an iconic figure in American history, whose courage and relentless

pursuit of freedom became a beacon of hope for countless enslaved

individuals. This compelling biography chronicles the extraordinary journey

of Tubman, not only as a conductor on the Underground Railroad but also as

a staunch abolitionist and a fighter for women's rights, bringing to life her

indomitable spirit and unwavering belief in justice. Through vivid

storytelling and meticulous research, Clinton invites readers to step into the

shoes of a woman who risked everything to liberate others, stirring a

powerful reflection on the resilience of the human soul in the face of

unimaginable adversity. Join Clinton as she illuminates the legacy of Harriet

Tubman, an enduring testament to the fight for equality and the

transformative power of one woman's resolve.
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About the author

Catherine Clinton is a prominent American historian and author renowned

for her expertise in 19th century American history, particularly regarding the

Civil War and African American history. With a rich academic background,

having served as a professor at various prestigious institutions, Clinton has

penned several influential works that delve into the lives and contributions

of pivotal figures in American history, including her acclaimed biography of

Harriet Tubman. Her meticulous research and engaging narrative style not

only illuminate the complexities of her subjects but also contribute to a

deeper understanding of the historical context surrounding their lives and

impacts. Through her writing, Clinton demonstrates a commitment to

shedding light on the often-overlooked narratives of women and African

Americans, making her a vital voice in contemporary historical scholarship.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Born into Bondage

### Chapter One: Born into Bondage

At the turn of the 19th century, the Eastern Shore of Maryland was a

complex blend of natural beauty and dark historical realities, characterized

by lush lands, waterways, and a deep entrenchment in slavery. The area

transitioned from beaver trapping to agriculture, with a focus on tobacco and

later grain, drawing merchants and planters alike. Amidst this backdrop,

enslaved African Americans lived in a state of constant struggle, and

families like Harriet Tubman’s were intricately woven into the fabric of this

society.

Harriet Tubman, born Araminta Ross around 1820, grew up on the Brodess

plantation, surrounded by the harsh realities of slavery. Her birth year is

debated due to the lack of documentation for enslaved individuals, a

reflection of the systemic dehumanization they faced. Despite her parents,

Harriet Green and Benjamin Ross, striving to maintain a family life under

the bonds of slavery, Tubman’s early years were filled with uncertainty. She

was one of several children, though details about her siblings’ names and

fates remain ambiguous, particularly as many were sold off to different

owners.
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The nature of slavery in this period dictated that children, including Tubman,

were often viewed merely as commodities. The climate of fear was

compounded by the potential for separation and the often traumatic

experience of witnessing family members taken away. Tubman vividly

recalled the pain of seeing her sisters sold, embedding a deep sense of loss

and vulnerability within her.

Life on the plantation involved extreme challenges—poor clothing,

inadequate food, and constant labor. The mortality rate among enslaved

children was alarmingly high due to neglect and disease, presenting a

striking contrast to the lives of their white counterparts. Tubman’s

experiences would be punctuated by harsh punishment and frequent

separations that stripped her of a childhood.

Despite the oppressive environment, Tubman’s spirit was marked by

resilience. By her teenage years, she had grown into a physically strong

worker and found solace in nature, developing a profound connection with

the land. Her family’s faith provided a spiritual foundation, allowing her to

envision a life beyond the confines of slavery.

In a parallel to her struggles was the operation of the domestic slave trade.

As the external slave trade ceased in 1808, the demand for enslaved labor

intensified in the South. Family structures among enslaved people were

often shattered by the whims of slaveholders, and Tubman’s own family
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faced the constant threat of being sold apart.

### Chapter Two: Coming of Age in the Land of Egypt

Many questions surround the awakening of consciousness for enslaved

children; for young Araminta, awareness of her bondage began early. By

witnessing the sale of fellow slaves, she came to understand her precarious

existence, shaped by the constant threat of separation and the reality of her

labor not belonging to her. Like many children of her time, Tubman’s

childhood was marked by the harshness of slavery, where moments of

innocence were fleeting and overshadowed by the trauma of loss.

Araminta’s early life was further complicated by the presence of the Cannon

gang, infamous for their abductions of free blacks for sale as slaves,

reinforcing the very real fears of kidnapping that haunted the community.

Forced into servitude at just five years old, Tubman struggled in the

unfamiliar households of white families, where her status as a slave was a

constant source of shame and anxiety.

Her recollections detail the severe punishments she endured, often meeting

brutal discipline for minor infractions. These experiences left lasting

physical and emotional scars. Despite the pain and neglect, Tubman showed

resilience and cleverness, developing strategies to cope with the harsh

realities of her childhood and seeking moments of agency in a world that
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offered few.

By the age of twelve, given her growing strength and increased value as a

laborer, Tubman shifted away from domestic work to field labor, which

aligned more closely with her growing capabilities and desires. This

transition into the fields not only allowed her physical exertion but also

provided a sense of camaraderie with other enslaved workers, deepening her

connection to her community.

As Tubman navigated the oppressive landscape of her youth, her faith in

God and stories from her mother reinforced her resilience and hope.

However, her spiritual journey became increasingly fraught with urgency as

she began to question the morality of the very structure that subjugated her

family.

When tragedy struck with the death of her master, the implications raised the

specter of separation from her family. The newfound complexities of her

situation compelled Tubman to seek her own path to freedom, marking a

significant turning point in her life. The realization that she (and perhaps

some of her siblings) might have been wrongfully held in bondage fueled

her determination to escape.

As she faced the daunting realities of her existence, Tubman began to

embrace the notion that liberty or death was her only choice, propelling her
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toward the fateful decision to seek emancipation through her own means.

Her introspection, spiritually charged dreams, and experiences set the stage

for what would become her extraordinary journey toward freedom,

empowering her not only to seek liberation for herself but ultimately, to lead

many others out of bondage.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in the shoes of Harriet

Tubman, who, despite facing unimaginable hardships and the threat of

separation from her family, found the strength to nurture hope and a

dream of freedom. Her story teaches us that resilience can emerge

even in the darkest moments of our lives. When you face your own

challenges, let Tubman’s unwavering spirit inspire you to persevere,

to harness your inner strength, and to fiercely pursue your dreams. Just

as she transformed her suffering into a catalyst for change, you too can

rise above your struggles and ignite hope within yourself and others,

demonstrating that the human spirit truly knows no bounds.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Coming of Age in the Land of
Egypt

### Chapter Two: Coming of Age in the Land of Egypt

In the harsh reality of slavery, the process of "coming of age" for a child

born into bondage varies significantly based on experiences of displacement

and loss. Young enslaved children, like Harriet Tubman, generally realize

their status between the ages of four to five, swiftly understanding the stark

divide: some people are free, while others are not. As the memoirs of

fugitive slaves, such as Josiah Henson, reveal, the auction block epitomizes

this trauma, where families are torn apart and kin can be sold away at any

moment.

Tubman’s early life was marred by such devastation, including the loss of

two siblings sold into slavery, which deepened the sorrow of her parents,

Ben and Rit. They found solace in their faith, yearning for liberation from

the “land of Egypt” that enslaved them. The grueling realities of slavery

forced children like Tubman into adult roles far too early, often relegated to

backbreaking labor before they could grasp the meaning of childhood.

Born in Maryland, Tubman lived in proximity to the notorious Cannon gang,

known for kidnapping free blacks and selling them into slavery. At just five
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years old, she was taken from her family to care for a white baby, a

traumatic experience that marked her understanding of injustice and longing

for home. Her first encounter with a white household exposed her to severe

alienation and hunger for her mother's warmth, instilling a sense of

dislocation that would haunt her throughout her youth.

In the years that followed, Tubman faced relentless hardships. She was often

hired out, subjected to overwhelming domestic responsibilities and physical

punishment. A vivid account of her childhood highlights her vulnerability:

Araminta was whipped multiple times, a brutal reality she learned to

navigate with cunning and survival instincts. By the age of twelve, she

transitioned from domestic labor to fieldwork, finally finding solace among

fellow enslaved individuals and the land she came to love.

As Tubman matured, her faith deepened, influenced by a mother who could

only impart biblical stories before her untimely visits. With limited access to

literacy or structured religious practices, Tubman's spirituality evolved in an

environment that sought to control and suppress it. 

She survived a severe head injury at the hands of an overseer, sustaining her

life but leaving her with chronic health issues that would later contribute to

her mystic visions and spiritual experiences. Following her recovery,

Tubman worked for John Stewart, who operated a lumber business and

allowed her to not only regain her strength but also exceed expectations in
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her labor output.

The relationship between Tubman and her parents remained strong,

particularly as her father gained emancipation at the age of forty-five. This

shift afforded Tubman a glimpse of hope, especially amid the oppressive

reality of slavery’s tightening grip. 

In a key moment of her life, Tubman married John Tubman, a free black

man, in an informal union that lacked official recognition. This marriage,

tethered by love, yet fraught with instability, became more complicated as

the realities of slavery loomed. Tubman's growing desire for children

conflicted with societal pressures and her fears regarding their fate under

slavery, highlighting the anguish of a family anxious not just for children,

but for the very basic right to family unity.

Amid growing tensions and precarity—particularly as rumors circulated

about sales of family members—Tubman's fervent desire for freedom

intensified, stirring visions and dreams that urged her toward action. Her

prayers shifted from seeking mercy for her master to pleading for his

demise, demonstrating her tumultuous struggle between faith and her

circumstantial reality.

With her master’s death, uncertainty crept in regarding the future of her

family and her own status. Fearful of being separated from her loved ones

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and driven by her conscious awakening, Tubman understood her need to

escape the clutches of slavery. It was then she resolved: “I had reasoned this

out in my mind; there was one of two things I had a right to, liberty or death;

if I could not have one, I would have the other.” This resolution highlighted

the intersection of faith and action, marking the pivotal transition in her

journey toward liberation.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Crossing Over to Freedom

Chapter Three: Crossing Over to Freedom

In pursuit of freedom, many fugitives who escaped slavery in the South

adopted new identities to protect themselves and assert their autonomy.

Frederick Douglass, originally named Frederick Bailey, chose the surname

"Douglass" upon reaching the North, marking his transformation into a free

man. Similarly, Araminta Ross became Harriet Tubman after her escape,

selecting the name Harriet in honor of her mother, signifying a rebirth from

slavery into freedom.

Harriet’s remarkable journey was notable not only because she was a woman

in her twenties but also due to her sheer bravery and ingenuity in navigating

the perils of her escape. Initially hesitant, she ultimately decided to flee in

September 1849, driven by the imminent sale of slaves from her home

plantation. As she embarked on her treacherous journey alone, she faced

numerous dangers, including the threat of bounty hunters and the challenges

of traversing unknown terrain.

Tubman’s escape was supported by a growing network of antislavery allies,

such as the Quakers in Maryland. During her journey, she received help

from sympathetic individuals, including a white woman who provided her
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with notes and directions to safe houses. These forms of assistance were

illegal and risky, yet they demonstrated Tubman’s resourcefulness and the

connections she had forged with both blacks and whites advocating for

abolition.

The Underground Railroad (UGRR), a clandestine network aiding fugitive

slaves, provided a framework that Tubman likely used during her flight. The

UGRR featured safe houses and secret codes, enabling fugitives to travel

northward while avoiding detection. Tubman’s route probably followed the

Choptank River toward Pennsylvania, where she could take advantage of the

antislavery sentiment flourishing in the region.

Harriet Tubman’s dreams of freedom transcended mere thoughts; they

served as powerful motivators throughout her journey. Her arrival in

Philadelphia marked a significant turning point, symbolizing a new chapter

in her life. However, as she celebrated her newfound freedom, she remained

acutely aware that many other slaves still yearned for liberation.

The desire for freedom was not unique to Tubman. From the inception of

American slavery, countless enslaved individuals sought to break their

chains, often contemplating their escape in spiritual terms. Many harbored

dreams of crossing into a promised land where they could live without the

oppressive yoke of bondage. Such sentiments echoed in popular slave

spirituals, which depicted a yearning for liberation and hope for a better

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


existence.

Historically, the plight of fugitives became a national concern prompting

legislative responses, such as the 1793 Fugitive Slave Act, which sought to

recapture escaped slaves and punish those who assisted them. As individuals

like Tubman risked their lives to challenge these oppressive systems, their

stories showcased the humanity and resilience of those fighting for freedom.

Despite the dangers, Harriet Tubman made her mark as a significant figure

in the abolitionist movement, inspiring others with her courage. She faced

not only the physical challenges inherent in her escape but also the

emotional weight of leaving loved ones behind. Her potential as a leader

among the oppressed became evident through her actions, and she emerged

as an iconic symbol of the fight for freedom, embodying the resolve and

strength of countless others who dared to seek liberty in an unforgiving

world. 

Ultimately, Tubman's journey reflects the broader narrative of the struggle

for freedom among enslaved people in America, highlighting the

complexities, dangers, and profound determination that characterized their

quests for liberty. Despite living in constant fear of recapture, Tubman and

many others were willing to risk everything to leave the oppressive regime

of slavery behind, forging paths to newfound hope and possibility.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of identity

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on Harriet Tubman's decision to

adopt a new identity after her escape, consider how reclaiming or

redefining your own identity can be empowering. Just as Tubman

chose the name 'Harriet' to symbolize her rebirth and autonomy, you

too have the power to reinvent yourself and assert your individuality.

In moments of challenge, when you're faced with difficult choices or

transitions, remember that your identity can be a source of strength.

Embrace change and transformation as a pathway to freedom from

past limitations, allowing your true self to emerge and guide you

toward your goals and dreams.
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Chapter 4: In a Free State

Chapter Four: In a Free State Summary

Philadelphia served as a vital hub during the antebellum period, acting as a

significant crossroads between the North and South. This bustling city

became the destination for countless free Black individuals and fugitive

slaves seeking refuge, offering a vibrant community marked by economic

opportunity and cultural vitality. The streets were alive with Black vendors

selling food and goods, a testament to the city's diverse workforce, including

milliners, seamstresses, barbers, and sailors, many of whom were free or

escaped slaves.

In the decades leading up to Harriet Tubman's arrival, southeastern

Pennsylvania, Delaware, and northeastern Maryland housed the largest

concentration of free Black individuals in the United States. Philadelphia

was particularly noteworthy, as its population included about 20,000 Black

residents by 1847. The city's role as a sanctuary for escaped slaves was

further enhanced by an intricate network known as the Underground

Railroad, which facilitated their journeys northward.

Upon her escape from Maryland, Tubman experienced the freedom that

Philadelphia offered, marked by opportunities for employment and
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anonymity amidst a large population of fellow Black individuals. This sense

of liberation contrasted starkly with her previous life, where social mobility

was heavily restricted. The Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of the

Abolition of Slavery was active in Philadelphia, advocating for the rights of

Black people in a city where abolitionist sentiments were strong, bolstered

by a supportive community of both Black and white activists.

Despite the newfound liberties, Tubman quickly realized that the shadow of

slavery loomed large. The city wasn’t free from dangers; free Black

individuals faced the constant threat of kidnapping, reminiscent of the fears

she had known in Maryland. Reports of abductions of free Blacks were

alarmingly common, and with the introduction of the 1850 Fugitive Slave

Law—dubbed the "Bloodhound Law"—the stakes for free Blacks and

fugitives shifted dramatically. This law allowed for the capture and return of

escaped slaves with little legal protection, effectively stripping many of their

hard-won freedoms.

The political climate around the law inspired both fear and defiance.

Abolitionists, including notable figures like Frederick Douglass and William

Lloyd Garrison, vocally opposed it, advocating for self-defense and other

forms of resistance. Incidents like the Christiana Resistance in Pennsylvania

demonstrated the growing willingness among both Black and white citizens

to fight back against slave catchers.
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As Tubman settled into her new life, she found herself wrestling with an

overwhelming sense of loneliness and a deep longing for her family and

home in Maryland. The initial thrill of freedom was tainted by the realization

that true safety and security for all Black individuals—whether free or

enslaved—remained an illusion in a nation so divided over the issue of

slavery.

Despite the societal advancements seen in Philadelphia, such as the

establishment of Black institutions and churches that promoted community

support and advocacy for rights, Tubman's sense of isolation highlighted the

emotional toll of separation from her origins. Her narrative by this stage

emphasized a growing understanding of the broader implications of slavery

as it affected not just her life but the lives of all enslaved people across the

nation.

Thus, while she embraced the opportunities of her new environment,

Tubman also recognized the extensive challenges that persisted, marking

1850 as a pivotal year in her journey from an enslaved individual to a leader

in the fight for freedom for all.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Liberty Lines

### Chapter Five Summary: The Liberty Lines

In 1831, a Kentucky slave named Tice Davids made a daring escape to Ohio,

becoming a symbol of the Underground Railroad (UGRR) legend. The

phrase “Underground Railroad” is said to have emerged from his master’s

frustrated statement upon losing sight of Davids, who had vanished,

suggesting that he must have traveled on a hidden route. This event marked

the beginning of a movement aimed at helping enslaved people flee to

freedom, though exact details often remain elusive due to the secretive

nature of such operations.

The UGRR grew into a complex network facilitating the escape of countless

African Americans, intertwining the efforts of both black and white

abolitionists. Their motives varied; while some saw it as a moral obligation

to fight racial injustice, others viewed it as a radical confrontation against

white supremacy. Despite the inherent dangers, many abolitionists—like

Daniel Gibbons and Thomas Garrett—risked their lives and livelihoods to

help fugitives. Gibbons alone assisted over a thousand escaped slaves before

fearing for their safety under the stringent Fugitive Slave Law of 1850,

leading him to destroy essential records of his activities.
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Garrett, based in Wilmington, Delaware, played a pivotal role in the UGRR,

particularly in aiding Harriet Tubman, a prominent figure who would later

become a legendary conductor. His story began in 1803 when he rescued a

kidnapped servant girl, marking the start of his long commitment to

abolitionism. Following the passage of the 1850 law, his work became

increasingly perilous as local slaveholders targeted him for retribution.

By the mid-1840s, Garrett and his contemporaries like Robert Purvis began

meticulously documenting the journeys of freedom seekers, a record that

would contribute significantly to the historical understanding of the UGRR.

Powerful figures like Frederick Douglass also created safe havens for

fugitives, demonstrating the collaborative effort across racial lines.

The UGRR was not just a loose collection of individuals; it was a grassroots

movement driven by shared values of democracy and freedom that reflected

the ideals of America's Revolutionary era. Participants like runaway slave

James Pennington emphasized that African Americans too had played an

important role in shaping the nation’s values and deserved to be recognized

as equal members of society.

The movement gained traction partly due to the rise of vigilance committees

formed in response to increased threats from Southern bounty hunters active

in the North. These committees initially focused on protecting free blacks

but soon expanded their mission to assist all fugitives. As time progressed,
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they became the backbone of the UGRR, promoting a wide-ranging support

system for those escaping slavery.

Fugitives like Tubman transformed the UGRR’s operations, which included

varied transportation schemes and the use of coded language to maintain

secrecy. Some conductors risked venturing directly into the South to rescue

slaves, earning the dangerous label of “abductors.” Notable figures included

white abolitionists like John Fairfield and Calvin Fairbank, both of whom

faced significant repercussions for their actions, embodying the perilous, yet

determined spirit of the fight for liberation.

As Harriet Tubman emerged in the UGRR in the 1850s, she became one of

its most celebrated conductors. Her extensive knowledge of the liberation

routes, coupled with her personal experience as a fugitive, positioned her as

a key player in leading many enslaved individuals to safety. Unlike her

predicessors, Tubman's identity as a former slave enhanced her credibility,

and her relentless efforts for others marked her as a symbol of hope and

resistance against oppression.

Amid these dangers, figures such as William Still, a free black man who

kept records of UGRR activities in Philadelphia, became vital in connecting

families separated by slavery. His documentation of fugitive accounts later

provided crucial insights into the operations and impact of the UGRR.
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The chapter illustrates the intricate web of individuals, both black and white,

who participated in the Underground Railroad, showcasing the diverse

motivations, sacrifices, and acts of bravery involved in the struggle for

freedom. It emphasizes Harriet Tubman’s exceptional role within this

movement, signifying her as an iconic figure who embodied the spirit of

resistance and the relentless pursuit of liberty. The UGRR was not only a

pathway to freedom but also a powerful expression of communal action

against the injustices of slavery, validating the strength of hope and

determination in the face of adversity.

Key Points Details

Escape of Tice
Davids

In 1831, Tice Davids escapes to Ohio, symbolizing UGRR legends;
"Underground Railroad" phrase stems from his master's statement.

Formation of
the UGRR

Grew into a network aiding escapes, involving both black and white
abolitionists with diverse motives.

Abolitionist
Actions

Figures like Daniel Gibbons and Thomas Garrett risked their lives,
helping thousands of enslaved people.

Daniel
Gibbons

Assisted over a thousand slaves; destroyed records due to the
dangers posed by the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850.

Thomas
Garrett

Pivotal in aiding Harriet Tubman; began abolition work in 1803 after
rescuing a kidnapped girl.

Record
Keeping

Garrett and others documented journeys of freedom seekers,
enhancing historical understanding of the UGRR.

Collaborative
Efforts

Figures like Frederick Douglass created safe havens, showcasing
collective action across racial lines.
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Key Points Details

Vigilance
Committees

Formed to protect free blacks and later assist all fugitives, evolving
into a backbone of the UGRR.

Harriet
Tubman's Role

As a celebrated conductor, her experiences lent credibility, making
her a symbol of hope against oppression.

Documentation William Still kept vital records, connecting families and providing
insights into the UGRR's operations.

Chapter
Significance

Highlights the diverse motivations and bravery involved in the UGRR,
emphasizing Tubman's exceptional influence.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The Moses of Her People

### Chapter Six: The Moses of Her People

Harriet Tubman's journey as a conductor on the Underground Railroad

(UGRR) began in earnest after the death of her master in 1849. With his

passing, his wife sought to sell Harriet's niece Kizzy and her children to

financial interests, a move that would separate the family, perpetuating a

cycle of loss Harriet herself had endured. As Kizzy's husband, John Bowley,

reached out to Harriet for help, she faced the urgent question of whether she

could prevent history from repeating itself, given the recent enactment of the

Bloodhound Law which intensified the risks for fugitives. 

In Philadelphia, a hub of UGRR activity, Tubman utilized her contacts to

formulate a rescue plan. With limited resources, she constructed a strategy

that would take her back into Maryland, a slave state where her own freedom

had once been won at grave risk. Her communications were likely brief, but

Harriet was determined to aid her family. This commitment was an early

sign of her remarkable courage, as she prepared to return to a place that still

harbored a bounty for her capture.

Harriet successfully orchestrated Kizzy’s escape with the help of Bowley,

who managed to smuggle Kizzy and her children from an auction. This
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successful rescue instilled in Harriet a sense of purpose and ushered her into

a new phase of her life as a UGRR conductor. She returned to Maryland

multiple times, each trip undertaken with increased resolve and danger.

During her second expedition, she liberated one of her brothers and two

others seeking to escape together, leveraging her growing network of

abolitionist allies.

In spring 1851, Harriet’s third journey back was driven by her desire to

bring her husband, John Tubman, to freedom. However, upon confronting

him, she learned he had taken another wife, which shattered her hopes for

their reunion. This deeply personal defeat propelled Harriet into an

empowered transformation; she realized she must embrace a life without

John and commit fully to the UGRR.

By December 1851, Tubman led her first official UGRR mission,

successfully guiding a group of eleven seekers, including her brother

William Henry, to Canada. This marked a shift in her approach; she was no

longer simply rescuing family members but also assisting strangers,

cementing her reputation as a vital force in the fight against slavery. Tubman

developed a seasonal pattern to her operations, assisting cohorts in the fall

and retreating in winter to gather resources and contacts for further missions,

often utilizing safe houses established in cities like Philadelphia and

Rochester.
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Tubman's methods evolved to accommodate both the perils of travel and the

challenges of coordinating rescues. She skillfully relied on the UGRR's

extensive network and the assistance of sympathetic individuals, including

documented supporters like Frederick Douglass. Notably, she began using

coded language and spirituals to communicate with potential escapees and

foster trust.

Harriet’s prowess as a rescuer was matched by her remarkable fearlessness

in the face of danger. She was known to carry a pistol and was unafraid to

assert authority among her charges, using fear and courage to ensure her

group's cohesion. Stories of miraculous escapes and divine intervention

proliferated, with Harriet often attributing her success to guidance from God.

Her fame grew alongside her exploits. Tubman became a widely recognized

and celebrated figure within abolitionist circles, embodying the spirit of

resistance against slavery as modern-day "Moses." She returned to Maryland

repeatedly, driven not only by familial ties but also by her duty to liberate

other slaves, often staying incognito during her missions to avoid detection.

Through such daring rescues as liberating her brothers Henry, Benjamin, and

Robert, Tubman demonstrated an unyielding determination to reunite

families and redeem lives from bondage. Her meticulous planning and

fearless leadership not only saved numerous individuals but also solidified
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her legacy as one of history's most instrumental figures in the fight for

freedom.

In summary, Chapter Six marks the evolution of Harriet Tubman from a

fugitive seeking personal safety into a committed leader of the Underground

Railroad. The metamorphosis that took place was catalyzed by personal

tragedy but ultimately translated into profound acts of bravery for the

liberation of others, establishing her as a revolutionary figure who defied not

only the physical shackles of slavery but also the societal norms of her time.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Harriet Tubman's transformation into a committed leader

of the Underground Railroad

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the precipice of fear,

grappling with the weight of personal loss while recognizing the call

to a greater purpose. Harriet Tubman's journey embodies the profound

impact that adversity can have on our lives; it teaches us that tragedy

can ignite an unquenchable fire for justice and compassion. Just as

Harriet transcended her own struggles to lead others to freedom, we

too can draw strength from our challenges, transforming our grief into

action. In honoring her legacy, you are inspired to confront your own

obstacles, not merely to survive but to thrive—becoming a beacon of

hope and courage for those around you.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Canadian Exile

### Chapter Seven: Canadian Exile

From her first visit to St. Catharines, Ontario, in 1851, Harriet Tubman

found refuge in a place that would become a temporary home and a frequent

sanctuary. Known as a haven under “the paw of the British Lion,” St.

Catharines attracted many escaping the horrors of slavery in America. While

many ex-slaves ventured north with limited knowledge of what awaited

them, the allure of Canada was magnified by its reputation—often bolstered

by tales of desperate American slaveholders who wished to prevent their

subjects from seeking freedom there.

Canada's complex history with slavery began as early as 1628, when slaves

were first brought to New France. Though the population of African origin

remained minimal initially, it grew, particularly due to the influx of

Loyalists and their slaves after the American Revolution. The British

colonial government attempted to encourage immigration by permitting the

importation of slaves but later instituted laws to halt further slavery, leading

to a growing African Canadian population seeking freedom.

The migration of U.S. Blacks into Canada surged in the 1830s, driven partly

by oppressive legislation in the northern states. Many sought refuge in
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Canada West (modern-day Ontario), attracted by promises of equality and

opportunity. Communities such as Wilberforce emerged as symbols of Black

resilience against oppression, striving for self-sufficiency and social justice.

Arriving in Canada, fugitives often faced acute hardships, including brutal

winters and economic destitution. While white charitable organizations

aimed to assist, the local Black community also played a crucial role in

caring for newly arrived ex-slaves. Despite their struggles, these

Afro-Canadian groups created a network of support, with notable settlements

like Dawn and Elgin designed for social equity and economic autonomy.

St. Catharines, with a small African Canadian population, was once more

welcoming than thriving. Harriet Tubman settled there to be close to family

and aid other escaped slaves. This period marked a reunion for Tubman and

many siblings, including her brother James Isaac, whose family flourished in

the nearby community of Chatham. While Tubman found Canada a refuge

from slavery, life there presented its own challenges, compounded by harsh

winter weather and the ongoing battle against racial prejudice. Reports noted

that former slaves faced more overt racism in Canada than they had in some

border regions of the United States.

Despite the legal protections established by the British law abolishing

slavery, many African Canadians faced assaults on their dignity,

exacerbating tensions in their new homeland. Tubman and her community
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members encountered challenges but remained resolute in their pursuit of

dignity and equality.

During her years in Canada, Tubman not only assisted family members but

also led numerous escapees to freedom. Many found solace and safety in

Canadian soil, as exemplified by the touching transformation of escaped

slaves like Joe, who celebrated his freedom upon reaching Canada after a

harrowing escape.

The chapter also introduces Mary Ann Shadd Cary, a remarkable figure

alongside Tubman who focused on community building through education

and journalism. Cary established schools and published a newspaper aimed

at enhancing the lives of Afro-Canadians. While Tubman’s approach

involved physical rescue and direct action, Cary's activism emphasized

educational reforms and empowerment via writing.

In essence, Chapter Seven of Tubman's journey highlights the dual paths

taken by African Americans fleeing oppression. With its combination of

struggle, hope, and resilience, Canada offered a reprieve from the relentless

grip of slavery, leading many to claim their rightful freedom against all

odds. Through their shared experiences, Tubman, Cary, and countless other

ex-slaves carved out a new identity and community, keen to affirm that

freedom, once tasted, was not easily forsaken.
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Chapter 8: Trouble in Canaan

### Chapter Eight: Trouble in Canaan

In the mid-19th century, Harriet Tubman's dream of reuniting her family was

complicated by the increasing power and influence of pro-slavery forces in

Congress. As Tubman and fellow agents of the Underground Railroad

worked tirelessly to free enslaved individuals, abolitionists began to amplify

their voices against slavery. Among these efforts, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s

1852 novel, *Uncle Tom's Cabin*, became a sensation, shocking many

Americans into sympathizing with the plight of enslaved people. The story

ignited fierce debates and galvanized public opposition to slavery.

Amid these discussions, the political landscape shifted dramatically with the

introduction of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which advocated popular

sovereignty, allowing territories to decide their own slave status. This

enraged abolitionists, who threatened to disobey the Fugitive Slave Act in

response. A significant incident occurred when fugitive Anthony Burns was

captured in Boston, leading to a chaotic rescue attempt that ended in

violence and failure. This event stirred the abolitionist community,

heightening tensions between North and South.

During this period, Tubman continued to carry out countless missions to
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help enslaved individuals reach freedom, drawing on the support of

like-minded abolitionists. However, her safety was a concern, particularly as

she frequently returned to the Eastern Shore of Maryland to help her aging

parents, who were technically free yet harbored fears of re-enslavement.

Tubman's determination was evident as she orchestrated a risky mission to

ensure their escape to Canada, ultimately leading to their successful reunion

with other family members.

Despite challenges, Tubman remained committed to her mission, rescuing

family and friends amidst the growing peril. She also faced personal

struggles, grappling with the branches of her family tree and the dire needs

of those still trapped in slavery. Meanwhile, her reputation soared; she was

recognized not only for her bravery but as a key leader among abolitionists.

During this time, she also began to form a relationship with John Brown,

another fierce anti-slavery advocate whose plans for insurrection resonated

with her own. 

### Chapter Nine: Crossroads at Harpers Ferry

Harriet Tubman's connection with John Brown began in April 1858 in

Canada, where she felt a deep affinity for him that mirrored her dreams.

Brown, a radical abolitionist, had a tumultuous life marked by personal loss

and eventual obsession with dismantling slavery by any means necessary.

His belief in racial equality and commitment to violence for liberation
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aligned closely with Tubman’s experiences on the Underground Railroad,

where she believed immediate action was necessary.

Support for Brown's audacious plans for an armed uprising against slavery

intensified when he met Tubman, who became a crucial ally. Brown's

ambitious vision involved liberating slaves and establishing a racially

integrated state in the South, but many doubted his ability to mobilize

supporters. However, Tubman shared his belief that the time for passive

resistance had passed and used her extensive knowledge of the Virginia

landscape to help him plan.

As Brown prepared for a raid on Harpers Ferry, Tubman's influence loomed

large. She sought donors to support his cause and rallied abolitionists around

his vision, even suggesting strategic timings for his strike. Despite setbacks

and communication failures leading to delays in their plans, Tubman

remained a stalwart figure.

However, when the day of the raid arrived, her absence—due to

illness—meant that Tubman could not provide her invaluable insights.

Brown's attempt to seize the federal arsenal failed miserably after only a

short standoff, culminating in his capture. This ignited national discourse

and intensified Tubman's resolve to continue the fight against slavery.

While Tubman mourned the loss of her comrade, she also saw Brown's
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execution as a rallying call for future actions. His martyrdom galvanized her

spirit, leading her to publicly declare her intent to fight for freedom openly,

especially following a risky mission in Troy, New York, where she

orchestrated the rescue of fugitive Charles Nalle. Tubman’s heroic actions

illustrated her evolution from a conductor of the Underground Railroad to a

broader symbol of resistance, embodying the very spirit of the fight for

liberty that both Brown and she had championed.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Crossroads at Harpers Ferry

### Chapter Nine: Crossroads at Harpers Ferry

In the evolving landscape of abolitionism, Harriet Tubman's initial visions of

John Brown foreshadowed their impactful meeting in 1858. Introduced in

Canada, Tubman felt a kinship with Brown, recognizing his profound

influence. Their alliance sparked new ambitions in the fight against slavery.

Brown, a man marked by personal tragedy and a commitment to radical

abolitionism, deeply admired Tubman's fierce dedication to freedom.

Through their discussions, Tubman provided support that revitalized

Brown's ambitions for an armed uprising against slavery. His life had been a

combination of tumultuous activism, family loss, and an unwavering belief

in the necessity of violent resistance against slavery's brutality.

From the early days of his campaigns against slavery—spurred on by the

murder of abolitionist Elijah Lovejoy—Brown grew increasingly

radicalized, culminating in the formation of a plan involving an armed

invasion of the South to spark a rebellion. Despite the skepticism from

fellow abolitionists, Brown pressed on, hoping to forge a dedicated and

substantial army.
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Tubman, eager to ally with Brown, seemingly shifted her focus from

organizing escapes to engaging in military action. Recognized as “General

Tubman,” she provided crucial knowledge about the Virginia landscape,

further cementing her role in Brown's plans. As Tubman worked to rally

support and funding, tensions surged around Brown’s upcoming raid on

Harpers Ferry, corresponding with her own efforts to promote the cause in

the North.

Despite Tubman’s commitment and the recruitment efforts, operational

delays and lack of coherent support left Brown's plans vulnerable. When the

raid commenced on October 16, 1859, Brown's failure became evident; the

anticipated uprising among enslaved individuals did not materialize,

breaking the hopes that Brown had rested on this violent endeavor.

The aftermath saw Brown captured and sentenced to hang, his actions

igniting both admiration and condemnation across the nation. Tubman's

unwavering support endured through his trial and execution, viewing him as

a martyr. She felt a profound connection, drawing strength from his sacrifice

as a catalyst for continued liberation efforts.

As Tubman processed this loss, she resolved to honor his memory, pushing

forward in the anti-slavery movement. She expressed a prophetic belief that

liberation was imminent, using her experience and faith as fuel for her

relentless pursuit of freedom for all enslaved individuals.
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---

### Chapter Ten: Arise, Brethren

In her reflections, Tubman often recounted a parable about the resilience of

African Americans, asserting their integral role in the fabric of American life

despite oppression. She symbolized hope and strength for many, firmly

believing in her capacity to enact change.

The political climate heated up as John Brown's rebellion intensified the

impending conflict between North and South. Tubman was resolute in

bringing about emancipation, engaging vigorously in anti-slavery efforts as

the atmosphere shifted dramatically post-Brown's actions. Her prominence

grew as she participated in pivotal events, including the New England

Anti-Slavery Society Conference, garnering widespread attention and

support.

The nomination of Abraham Lincoln stoked anxiety among slaveholders,

escalating the crisis. In reaction, Tubman knew she must ramp up her efforts,

particularly amidst the fears of slaveholders regarding their tightening grip

on enslaved populations. As rewards for capturing her soared, she became a

target for slaveholders, paralleling the fates of others like Nat Turner and

John Brown.
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Tubman continued her mission, defying increased risk to rescue family and

others. Her return to the United States occurred amid rising tensions as the

country edged closer to war. Embracing her roots, she returned to aid those

still bound by slavery.

With the onset of the Civil War, Tubman's return to the States marked a new

phase in her fight for freedom. She joined Union troops, connecting her past

experiences with her present commitments. Under General Benjamin

Butler's command, Tubman became involved in providing shelter and care

for escaping slaves—termed "contrabands."

As the war continued, Tubman's role expanded, and her deep empathy for

the plight of fellow African Americans made her an esteemed figure among

both soldiers and escaped slaves. She worked tirelessly amidst the chaos of

war, confronting not just external enemies but also the internal strife and

moral dilemmas brought about by the realities of military life.

Ultimately, the war and Tubman's unyielding spirit interlinked, leading to

the wait for a definitive shift in national policy regarding slavery. Her

determination drove her to advocate for the enlistment of former slaves into

the military, envisioning their involvement as pivotal to securing true

liberation.
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As emancipation became a reality through Lincoln's proclamation, Tubman

witnessed firsthand the burgeoning joy among African Americans. In this

transformative moment, Tubman along with fellow freedpeople began to see

America—and their roles in shaping its future—as their own, marking a

deeply significant turning point in their ongoing quest for freedom and

equality.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Unwavering Dedication

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on Harriet Tubman's fierce

dedication to freedom and her unwavering support for John Brown,

we can be inspired by the significance of commitment in our own

lives. Tubman's choice to stand by Brown, even in the face of failure

and potential danger, shows us that true dedication to a cause can

transcend setbacks and personal risks. Her ability to channel loss into

motivation for continued action exemplifies how we can harness our

passions and struggles to spur us onward, reminding us that steadfast

commitment can lead to profound change—even in the most

challenging circumstances.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Arise, Brethren

### Chapter Ten: Arise, Brethren

In this chapter, Harriet Tubman reflects on her deep roots in America and

her unwavering commitment to the fight against slavery. Drawing a parallel

from a parable about a man trying to uproot garlic from his land, Tubman

argues that, like the garlic, African Americans have been rooted in the

country and cannot simply be removed. Despite the attempts of white

southerners to suppress black rights, Tubman believes that African

Americans will continue to resist the injustices of slavery, inspired by the

principles laid out in foundational American texts.

The social and political climate worsens in the years leading up to the Civil

War, particularly after the violent actions of abolitionist John Brown escalate

tensions between North and South. Civil rights leader Frederick Douglass

declares that slaveholders can no longer be reasoned with, emphasizing the

need for direct action against the institution of slavery. Tubman, filled with

hope, believes that jubilee, or emancipation, will come in her lifetime,

motivating her to increase her activities on the Underground Railroad.

As Tubman garners recognition for her bravery, her safety becomes

precarious with slave catchers intensifying their pursuit of escapees and
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those who assist them. A price on her head rises to staggering amounts,

making her a target for violent retribution. This fear is compounded by a

series of political and social changes, including the election of Abraham

Lincoln, which radicalizes pro-slavery factions in the South, prompting them

to secede from the Union.

In the early days of 1861, Tubman is compelled to make one last trip south

to rescue her people before the stakes rise dangerously. After bringing them

back to safety in Canada, she reluctantly agrees to pause her work with the

Underground Railroad in response to friends' concerns for her safety.

As the Civil War erupts, Tubman senses an opportunity for greater

involvement and promptly returns to the U.S. She witnesses the intense

patriotism that sweeps the North, with many voluntarily enlisting to fight.

Lured by the outbreak of war, Tubman reminisces about her earlier work and

the hope that this struggle might finally fulfill the promise of freedom for

her people.

As she joins Union troops, Tubman assists in establishing an effective

support system for countless escaping slaves who flock to Fort Monroe for

refuge. Here, she utilizes her skills developed during her Underground

Railroad days, transitioning into new roles that include nursing and support

for black laborers.
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The battles and conflict reveal both opportunities and obstacles for Tubman

and her community. The chapter highlights her role as a facilitator and

protector for those fleeing slavery, shaped by her experiences and kindled by

the hope of eventual liberation.

---

### Chapter Eleven: Bittersweet Victories

In this chapter, Tubman grapples with the realities of war and its impact on

her ideals. Initially skeptical of President Lincoln's cautious stance on

slavery, Tubman passionately insists on the need to free Black people as a

path to victory. She likens the ongoing plight under slavery to a snake that

must be killed, emphasizing that true victory will only come through the

emancipation of enslaved people.

Despite her expertise, Tubman is initially underutilized in South Carolina

until she partners with influential Union colonels, particularly Thomas

Wentworth Higginson and James Montgomery, to create a scouting network

in the region. Recognized for her past leadership on the Underground

Railroad, Tubman is tasked with assembling a team of scouts to gather

intelligence on Confederate positions and support military operations.

As her network marks military successes, Tubman plays a pivotal role in the
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famed Combahee River Raid in June 1863. This operation becomes a

defining moment for Tubman, showcasing her as a military leader rather

than a nameless figure of the Underground Railroad. Leading a group of

soldiers into battle at night, she executes a brilliant plan that successfully

liberates over 750 slaves and delivers a strike against the Confederate

economy.

The triumph of the Combahee River Raid has profound implications,

signaling the effectiveness of Black soldiers and Tubman's contributions to

their victories. However, her prominence also brings heightened scrutiny and

pressures, particularly on the newfound Colored troops. Despite the

celebratory tone of the raid's success, Tubman recognizes the burdens of

newly liberated refugees, expressing concern for their care.

The chapter deepens the complexities of Tubman's experience in the war,

highlighting her dedication to the ongoing struggle for rights and protections

for African Americans. As the war progresses, she endures personal

backlash from societal norms, including injustices suffered during her

travels as a war hero. Striving for recognition and equal treatment for her

fellow Black soldiers, she faces discrimination and hardships in her own

homecoming, emphasizing the continuing struggle for dignity and rights

even amid victory.

In the backdrop of the Civil War’s end, Tubman’s joys and sorrows
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intertwine, encapsulating a bittersweet narrative of both personal triumph

and continued challenges. Her determination to see African Americans

achieve not just freedom, but full citizenship defines her legacy, reflecting

the ongoing battle for equality long after the war’s conclusion.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Bittersweet Victories

Chapter Eleven: Bittersweet Victories

The chapter begins by recounting Harriet Tubman’s initial reluctance to

support President Abraham Lincoln at the onset of the Civil War. Tubman

was frustrated by Lincoln's cautious stance on slavery and feared the

depletion of young men in the North due to the ongoing conflict. She

believed that only by freeing enslaved African Americans could the war be

won effectively, conveying her thoughts through a metaphor of a snake

repeatedly biting a patient until it is finally killed. Lincoln's eventual

issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863 marked a

 turning point, which Tubman viewed as a death blow to the institution of

slavery.

Despite her talents and experience from the Underground Railroad,

Tubman's contributions were underutilized early in the war. However, the

arrival of Colonels Thomas Wentworth Higginson and James Montgomery

, both leaders of black regiments, created opportunities for her.

Montgomery's reputation and past alliance with John Brown established

 common ground and support for Tubman’s expertise.

Eventually, Tubman was given command of a scouting operation in South
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Carolina’s low country. Her innovative approach mirrored her Underground

Railroad work, with her recruits being mostly local men capable of

navigating the terrain. Her efforts gained the attention of Secretary of War

 Edwin Stanton, who although resistant to integrating black troops into

 the Union military, recognized the strategic value of Tubman’s spy network.

The culmination of Tubman's efforts materialized in the Combahee River

 Raid in June 1863. This raid was not only a military success—it freed

 over 750 slaves but also marked Tubman’s notable emergence as a military

figure. As the Union forces approached the Combahee River under the cover

of night, Tubman guided them effectively through treacherous waters,

ensuring that they avoided hidden mines and engaging in a surprise attack on

the nearby plantations. This operation showcased the loyalty and valor of

African American soldiers, challenging prevailing biases about their

capability.

The aftermath of the raid reverberated through the region, dismantling the

myth of the "loyal darkies" that Confederates perpetuated. Tubman’s name

began to gain prominence, yet official reports credited Montgomery as the

leader. The raid's success, however, highlighted the skill and bravery of

black soldiers, winning them admiration and proving their worth in combat.

In the wake of the Combahee victory, Tubman became inundated with newly

freed refugees needing care and shelter. As conditions became crowded, her
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leadership transitioned to the practical management of refugee life.

Meanwhile, General David Hunter's communications to the Secretary of

 War indicated plans to further disrupt the Confederate slave economy by

encouraging more African Americans to enlist and join Union forces.

Despite the victories, Tubman was concerned about the increased scrutiny

on black troops, who faced unprecedented expectations in combat. Their

performance in battles such as Milliken’s Bend bore fruit, demonstrating

 their potential and solidifying their integration into combat roles. However,

Tubman felt a deep sense of injustice as her comrades’ contributions

continued to be overlooked compared to those of white soldiers.

As Tubman returned home on leave in 1864, she nurtured friendships with

figures like Sarah Hopkins Bradford, while her health deteriorated due

 to the exhausting demands of war. She became acquainted with Sojourner

 Truth, another remarkable figure in the abolitionist movement whose

 speeches and advocacy would inspire many.

Their meeting illustrated the challenges faced by both women regarding

Lincoln’s policies, particularly how black soldiers were treated differently

from their white counterparts. Tubman expressed her frustrations over

discriminatory practices that plagued black soldiers, including lower wages

and inadequate medical care, which intensified her concern regarding

Lincoln’s presidency.
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In the tumultuous post-war environment, Tubman's homecoming was laced

with the bittersweet reality of freedom amidst personal battles. She

experienced racial discrimination firsthand upon traveling home, as her

soldier’s pass was questioned by railroad officials, reflecting the ongoing

systemic injustices.

As Tubman returned to Auburn, she faced an uncertain future. Though she

had significantly contributed to the Union cause and fought for the rights of

African Americans, the war’s end did not guarantee their safety or dignity.

The chapter poignantly concludes with the acknowledgment that while

Tubman was celebrated as a hero, she and her community were confronted

with new challenges in their quest for equality and justice in a post-Civil

War America.

Section Summary

Initial
Reluctance

Harriet Tubman is hesitant to support President Lincoln due to his
cautious stance on slavery and the impact of the Civil War.

Emancipation
Proclamation

Tubman views Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation as a significant
blow to slavery, marking a turning point in the war.

Underutilization Despite her skills, Tubman’s contributions early in the war were
limited until the arrival of supportive military leaders.

Military
Leadership

Given command of a scouting operation in South Carolina, Tubman
applies her Underground Railroad skills.
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Section Summary

Combahee
River Raid

The successful raid in June 1863 frees over 750 slaves, showcasing
Tubman’s military prowess and the bravery of black soldiers.

Post-Raid
Impact

The raid challenges stereotypes about black soldiers, although
Tubman’s contributions are often overshadowed by white leaders.

Refugee
Management

After the raid, Tubman becomes responsible for caring for freed
refugees, navigating new leadership challenges.

Concerns
About Scrutiny

Tubman worries about the heightened expectations for black soldiers,
as their performance in battles proves their capability.

Friendships &
Advocacy

Tubman builds relationships with figures like Sojourner Truth while
dealing with the realities of racial discrimination and her health
decline.

Post-War
Reality

Upon returning home, Tubman faces ongoing racial injustices and
uncertainty about the future of African Americans after the war.

Conclusion The chapter emphasizes Tubman’s heroism while highlighting the
continued struggles for equality and justice in post-Civil War America.
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Chapter 12: Final Battles

### Chapter Twelve: Final Battles

After the Civil War, Harriet Tubman transitioned from a life of conflict to

one rooted in community and philanthropy. She returned to her home in

Auburn, New York, where she created a sanctuary not just for her family but

also for those abandoned by society. Her charitable efforts became

emblematic of reform and embodied the belief that individual actions can

lead to collective change.

During the postwar period, Tubman became an ardent advocate for women’s

suffrage, asserting her belief in women's voting rights with the direct

statement, “I suffered enough to believe it.” Attending suffrage events across

upstate New York, she captivated audiences with her oratory. Notably, she

was celebrated as a living legend by prominent figures such as Susan B.

Anthony and inspired admiration from reformers and history writers alike.

In addition to her fight for women's rights, Tubman remained dedicated to

supporting the freedpeople of the South. She tirelessly raised funds for

schools and hospitals for African Americans and expanded her outreach to

assist those in need within her local community. Recognized as a

cornerstone of support for aging and disadvantaged African Americans, her
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work was appreciated by both white citizens and black communities, who

found in her a champion for justice.

Despite this important work, Tubman's life was marred by financial

struggles and the quest for compensation for her wartime services. She

sought rightful acknowledgment and remuneration for her role as a nurse,

scout, and spy for the Union Army. Her military contributions were

significant, yet her service often went unrecorded, complicating her claims

for pay. Tubman’s initial applications for compensation, aided by powerful

allies like William Seward, were hampered by the chaotic political landscape

following the Civil War.

As Tubman continued to speak out for others, she faced personal hardships,

including the tragic news of her first husband John Tubman's murder, which

profoundly affected her. Burdened financially and emotionally, Tubman

sought support from her abolitionist friends to navigate these challenges. A

biography was printed about her life and exploits to help raise funds for her,

showcasing her remarkable contributions and stirring community action in

her favor.

By the late 1860s, a young soldier named Nelson Charles re-entered

Tubman's life after the war. He moved into her household in Auburn during

his recovery from tuberculosis, and the two eventually married. Their

wedding in 1869 marked a joyful new chapter for Tubman, who had long

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


desired companionship and community.

However, financial strife continued to affect her household, leading Tubman

to seek government assistance and donations for her charitable work.

Following the death of her husband in 1888, Tubman faced increased

solitude yet persistently pushed for her life and service to be recognized. She

was eventually awarded a widow's pension for her husband's military

service, a vital source of income that offered some security in her later years.

In the 1890s, Tubman took a decisive step toward realizing her dream of

establishing a charity home for the needy in Auburn. She purchased a larger

house with plans for creating a permanent refuge, demonstrating her

unyielding commitment to service even as her health declined. The Harriet

Tubman Home opened in 1908, marking a significant accomplishment as it

became the first facility in the state dedicated to helping aged African

Americans.

Despite her age, Tubman remained active and engaged, attending gatherings

and supporting the causes she was passionate about, including women’s

rights and community welfare. Visitors and friends frequently came to share

stories and enjoy her company, recognizing her status as a living legend. 

As she aged, Tubman remained focused on her legacy, which culminated in

her hospitable nature and the establishment of a charity that reflected her
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mission in life. She endured health issues but continued to inspire others,

persistently advocating for those in need. Ultimately, Tubman's life ended in

1913, after she expressed her readiness for the afterlife and left behind a

legacy fraught with struggles yet imbued with triumphs.

### Epilogue: Harriet Tubman’s Legacy

Harriet Tubman was buried with military honors in Auburn’s Fort Hill

Cemetery in March 1913, shortly after her passing. The town of Auburn

honored her with a plaque recognizing her remarkable achievements,

reflecting the deep respect and admiration she commanded even during a

time of racial adversity in America, characterized by the rise of Jim Crow

laws.

A memorial service celebrated her contributions, with notable figures such

as Booker T. Washington delivering impactful speeches. However, the

bronze plaque that commemorated Tubman included dialect that

oversimplified her legacy, emphasizing the challenges of constructing an

accurate and respectful narrative of her life. 

In the years following her death, Tubman's legacy continued to spark

interest, with efforts to remember and honor her contributions evident in

museums, memorials, and public events. Across the United States, schools

and buildings were named after her, reinforcing her status as a crucial figure

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


in American history. 

However, various interpretations of her life emerged, with some exhibitions

neglecting the depth of her contributions. Despite these complications,

Tubman remained a symbol of perseverance, her story inspiring generations

to advocate for justice and equality. 

The evolution of Tubman's legacy reflects both the ongoing struggle for civil

rights and the enduring inspiration she provides. Each contribution to her

story connects modern efforts for racial and gender equality to her profound

impact on American history. As a continued inspiration, Tubman represents

the spirit of resistance and the pursuit of freedom, urging society to

remember her famous rallying cry: “Keep Going.”
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Chapter 13 Summary: Epilogue: Harriet Tubman’s
Legacy

### Epilogue: Harriet Tubman’s Legacy

Harriet Tubman, the iconic figure known as the "Moses" of her people, was

interred with military honors in March 1913 in Auburn’s Fort Hill Cemetery.

The photo from her funeral showcases a dignified coffin surrounded by

mourners from diverse racial backgrounds, reflecting her revered status in

the town. This occurred during a grim period in American history, marked

by deteriorating race relations post-Reconstruction, yet the community's

tribute highlighted Tubman’s importance.

In June 1914, a memorial plaque was unveiled in her honor, financed by

local organizations. Notable speakers included Booker T. Washington and

Mary Talbert, who spoke about Tubman’s life of heroism, which included

leading over 300 enslaved individuals to freedom and serving as a nurse and

spy during the Civil War. Despite accolades, the plaque’s language

illustrated a troubling trend of misinformation about Tubman’s legacy,

highlighting how historical narratives can distort her contributions. For

instance, the plaque's dialectical tribute oversimplified her words, while

omitting her larger wartime achievements, like freeing over 750 slaves

during the Combahee River Raid.
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Biographers face challenges in presenting Tubman’s rich legacy, as both

contemporary recognition and historical inaccuracies intertwine. Tubman's

name is now linked with modern endeavors, such as shelters for women and

children in need and a research center in Canada dedicated to the African

Diaspora.

Despite the passage of time, Tubman's legacy endures through various

memorials—most notably a life-sized bronze installation in Boston and a

larger-than-life statue in Battle Creek, Michigan—yet the images invoking

her role during the Civil War can still provoke debate around issues like gun

culture and political correctness.

The culture surrounding Tubman evolved significantly posthumously, from

obscurity to a resurgence of interest in the mid-20th century, prompted by

biographies and children’s literature. For many, she embodies not just a

historical figure but also a source of inspiration and empowerment. Events

commemorating her life, like the Harriet Tubman Day in Cambridge,

Maryland, and Memorial Day celebrations in Auburn, attract crowds

honoring her memory and the values she stood for. These events blend

cultural heritage and community engagement, ensuring Tubman’s legacy

remains vibrant.

The legacy of Harriet Tubman, thus, continues to grow, influencing
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generations of African Americans who view her as a pivotal figure in their

own family's freedom narratives. Her death coincided with the birth of Rosa

Parks, and though her recognition waned for decades, a significant literary

revival since the 1940s has solidified her position in American

consciousness.

Moreover, Tubman's role is not solely entangled in folklore; she represents

an accessible hero whose story resonates with themes of liberation and

justice. Her teachings—"If you are tired, keep going; if you are scared, keep

going; if you are hungry, keep going; if you want to taste freedom, keep

going"—continue to inspire people today.

In her pursuits, Tubman acted out of deep faith, often seen as an instrument

of God’s will rather than a self-proclaiming hero. Instead of seeking fame or

recognition, she believed in a universal light within every individual,

paralleling her spiritual convictions with her life’s work.

Historically overlooked, Tubman's contributions serve as a lasting testament

to her strength and resilience. As she once encouraged, her legacy calls out

to us all to persevere and "Keep Going," motivating future generations to

embrace their potential and strive for justice. Her story is not just a relic of

the past but a guiding light for the present and future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Perseverance in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: Harriet Tubman’s unwavering commitment to

keep going—through fear, hunger, and exhaustion—teaches us the

vital lesson of perseverance. In our own lives, when challenges seem

overwhelming, we can draw inspiration from Tubman's words and

actions. Her legacy reminds us that even in the darkest times, the

determination to pursue freedom and justice is a powerful force. By

embodying Tubman's spirit of resilience, we can navigate our

difficulties with courage, push through our greatest trials, and

advocate for change, knowing that every step forward brings us closer

to our own goals and the betterment of our communities.
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