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How | Became A Ghost Summary
A journey through loss and the spirit world.
Written by Booksl
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About the book

In"How | Became A Ghost," Tim Tingle weaves a haunting tale that brings
to life the resilience of the human spirit against the backdrop of a turbulent
chapter in American history—the Trail of Tears. Through the eyes of a
young Choctaw boy named Ghost, readers are immersed in a poignant
narrative of loss, survival, and the enduring power of memory. As Ghost
navigates the pain of his community's forced relocation, he discovers that
even in death, one can find purpose and connection. This compelling story
not only illuminates the struggles of Native Americans but also invites
readers to reflect on their own legacies and the stories that transcend time.
Prepare to be captivated by ajourney that blends history, heartache, and
hope.

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

About the author

Tim Tingle is a celebrated author and storyteller of Choctaw heritage, known
for his captivating narratives that celebrate Native American culture and
history. With a background in writing and a passion for storytelling, Tingle
has devoted much of his career to raising awareness of the injustices faced
by Indigenous peoples, particularly through his engaging children's and
young adult literature. His works often blend elements of folklore and
personal experience, and he has received numerous accolades for his
contributions to literature, including a Governor's Award for his dedication
to promoting Native storytelling. Tingle's unique voice offersreadersarich
perspective on the intersection of tradition and modern life, making his

stories both educational and profoundly moving.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Talking Ghost

Chapter 1. Talking Ghost

Set in the Choctaw Nation of Mississippi in 1830, the story beginswith a
ten-year-old boy named I saac, who is unaware of the fate that awaits him.
| saac introduces himself as someone with the unsettling ability to foresee
events—an ability he wishes he could share with others, although he warns

against such desires.

|saac lives ajoyful life filled with the love of hisfamily, including his
mother, father, and older brother, Luke, aswell as hisloyal dog, Jumper.
Their days are filled with simple joys—playing by the river, chasing
chickens, and ignoring a few household rules, like Jumper sneaking into
|saac’ s bed at night. Isaac’ s mischievous spirit is tempered by his mother’s
affectionate guidance and the understanding of his father, who teaches him

the value behind their rules.

However, a sudden change looms as | saac witnesses a peculiar incident that
foreshadows atragic turnin hislife. One morning, his father leaves early for
a hunting trip, only to return inexplicably empty-handed. Instead of bringing
home the usual game, he expresses serious concern to Isaac’ s mother about

"Treaty Talk" in town. The ominous phrase signals impending turmoil; it
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implies that the Nahullos—non-Choctaw neighbors—are up to something
concerning their land and way of life, which typically leads to disruption and

distress for the Choctaw people.

Despite | saac's attempts to avoid confronting the grim implications of Treaty
Talk, he cannot shake the feeling that this moment heralds a significant and
foreboding change. The chapter concludes with a hint at 1saac’'s uncertain
future, suggesting that the events to follow are intertwined with his ominous
ability to foresee—not just moments, but the very transformation of his
existence into that of a ghost, setting the stage for the story's exploration of

loss, change, and the impact of fate.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The ability to foresee events can be both a gift and a
burden.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of destiny,
peering into the fog of the future like Isaac. This insight—though it
may seem daunting—can inspire you to cherish every moment, to
nurture your relationships, and to live with intention. Embrace your
unique perspective on life, asit encourages you to act thoughtfully
while fostering a deep appreciation for the present, guiding you to
make choices that positively shape your future.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Treaty Talk

Chapter 2: Treaty Talk

Asthe sun climbed high in the sky, the atmosphere at home felt heavy and
tense. The protagonist, presumably a young child, sensed something was
amiss when their mother appeared distressed, possibly even crying. Waiting
for their older brother, Luke, to return for lunch, the child’ s anticipation
turned into anxiety as Luke casually declared he was leaving to play
stickball, illustrating the carefree nature of youth amidst a brewing storm at

home.

Determined to uncover the truth, the child sneaked to their parents bedroom
window, overhearing a grave conversation: their father spoke of "Treaty
Talk." Those words carried the weight of impending change and uncertainty.
He revealed the family would need to relocate, as a treaty had already been
signed that would displace them by spring. The child's heart sank at the
thought of leaving everything behind.

Without a meal to break the tension, they dozed off on the porch, with their
pet dog, Jumper, curled up beside them. When their mother finally called for
them, they set out together on awalk through familiar surroundings—the

garden, the dying cornfield—into the woods, where they encountered Luke
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again, who seemed preoccupied. The mother instructed him to take Jumper
home and deliver a message to their father, hinting that something serious

was af oot.

Emerging from the woods, they arrived at the riverbank, where a gathering
of old Choctaw men welcomed them. The child recognized them as
respected figures in their community, like Mister Jonah, an elder with whom

they shared family ties.

The scene soon became surreal and haunting when Mister Jonah began a
ritualistic act, rubbing his back against a rough tree until his skin bled. The
child watched in horror as other men followed suit, creating a gruesome
testament to their pain and determination to say goodbye. The act was a
powerful display of grief, aphysical offering of hurt that spoke volumes

about their connection to the land being taken from them.

Feeling an otherworldly sensation, the child experienced avision—a
moment that blurred the line between the present and the future. Mister
Jonah's hair ignited in flames, yet no one reacted. The child attempted to
intervene, but their mother’ s grip held them back, compounding their
confusion and fear. In that fleeting vision, the flames vanished, leaving

Mister Jonah unharmed but symbolizing afate yet to unfold.

When the child begged for clarity, their mother revealed the heartbreaking
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truth: these men were bidding farewell to their home, highlighting the
deep-rooted ties the community had to their land. Here, the chapter
culminates in intertwining themes of loss, tradition, and the foreboding sense
of change, setting a poignant backdrop for the narrative to unfold as the

characters face an uncertain future.

Key Element Details
Setting Home, with a tense atmosphere, sun high in the sky.

Main Character A young child, sibling to Luke.

Famlly_ Child senses distress in mother; Luke is carefree and playful.
Dynamics
. Father discusses "Treaty Talk" indicating impending relocation due to
Conflict :
a signed treaty.
Emotions Child feels anxiety and sadness about leaving home.
Setting : _
e Child and mother walk through garden, cornfield to the woods.
Transition
Significant Encounter with Choctaw elders; ritual by Mister Jonah.
Events
Ritual Mister Jonah and others inflict self-harm to express grief over losing
Description their land.
Vision Child has a surreal vision of Mister Jonah's hair igniting, symbolizing
future uncertainty.
Mother's Men are bidding farewell to their home, illustrating deep community
Revelation ties.
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Key Element Details

Themes Loss, tradition, change, community ties to land.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of understanding and preserving cultural
heritage in times of change

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the edge of your world, a
world threatened by change and uncertainty. In this moment, as you
listen to the elder's solemn farewell to the land that has sustained
generations, you realize the depth of your roots. This chapter teaches
you that amidst the chaos of displacement, it is essential to hold onto
your identity and cultural heritage. By recognizing the strength that
comes from your ancestors’ struggles and rituals, you can find purpose
and resilience in your own life. Embrace your history and let it guide
you through challenging times, reminding you that, like the
community in the story, you too carry the legacy of those who came

before you.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Dancing on the Stones

### Chapter 3: Dancing on the Stones

In this chapter, aboy isled by his mother to afamiliar pier where they
encounter agroup of old Choctaw women, some of whom are widows. The
pier, along wooden structure over shallow waters, is known to the boy for
poignant reasons—he recalls a painful childhood incident where he jumped
into the river after losing his cane fishing pole, only to injure himself on the

sharp stones below.

As dusk settles, the women begin singing an old Choctaw song, swaying
gently to the rhythm. The boy's mother joinsin, and suddenly, at the song's
crescendo, the women leap from the pier into the water. To the boy's
astonishment, despite the blood that rises from their feet as they land on the
jagged stones, the women dance joyfully in the water, seemingly unaware of
their injuries. Their serene expressions confuse the boy, as they appear

oblivious to the pain typically associated with such an encounter.

Among the dancers, he notices Missus Jonah, who begins to ignite with
flames that originate from below the water’ s surface. Panic rises within him
as he watches her attempt to extinguish the fire engulfing her. Y et, the other

women continue their dance, indifferent to her plight. And just as suddenly
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as the flames appeared, they disappear, leaving afew women limping

ashore, while the boy isleft questioning reality.

After leaving the pier, he implores his mother for an explanation. She reveals
that the old women are bidding farewell to their true home—the land itsalf,
signifying a deep cultural connection that transcends physical structureslike
houses. They continue their journey along the river until they reach the boy's
cherished swimming spot, shaded by an ancient weeping willow tree, an

emblem of their heritage.

There, they find the oldest couple in town, affectionately known as Old Man
and Old Woman, playfully splashing and tossing sand at each other like
children. The boy feels afamiliar warm shiver, indicating a shift is about to
occur. When he tentatively opens his eyes again, the jovial scene has
transformed—OIld Man is now covered in painful sores, and Old Woman lies

motionless in the water, her life dipping awvay.

Terrified, the boy closes his eyes again, only to reopen them to find the
couple back to their youthful playfulness, blissfully unaware of the horrors
that had just unfolded. The boy’ s confusion deepens, leading him to plead
with his mother for clarity. She reiterates that the couple is not just saying
goodbye to their physical homes, but to the land that nurtures their
lives—the river, the soil; their true sanctuary. She warns him that thereis

talk of atreaty, indicating their community may soon be forced to relocate,
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urging the boy to grasp the gravity of the farewell unfolding around them.

As they return home, the chapter closes emphasizing the emotional breadth
of the moment—these poignant goodbyes signify a profound cultural loss,
which the boy struggles to comprehend even as he witnesses the painful

realities masked by the facade of joyful moments.
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Chapter 4: Firein the Hair

In Chapter 4, titled "Fire in the Hair," the family's unsettling evening begins
after aquiet dinner, during which the unspoken tension about recent events,
referred to as " Treaty Talk," lingersin the air. After the household settles
down for the night, a sudden smell of smoke awakens the narrator, who soon
realizes the danger: her hair ison fire. In a chaotic moment, she manages to

smother the flames with her blanket and escapes the burning house.

Outside, she finds her family—her parents, her brother Luke, and their
beloved dog, Jumper—safely gathered in their yard, but they quickly realize
the severity of the situation. The flames from their own home illuminate the
night sky as her father instructs the children to wake the neighbors for help.
However, their attempts to seek assistance reveal that their neighbors house

IS also ablaze.

The family learns that Nahullo men, likely hostile to their community, are
attacking the homes with torches, setting fire to the church, which they
believe is sheltering missionaries. In the chaos, a neighbor is shot, triggering
a desperate escape into the woods. Their father instinctively protects them as
they hide, their hearts racing as they hear the Nahullo men searching for

them.

As the night progresses, the children witness the tragic destruction of their
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homes and learn a haunting truth about houses. they seem to possess life and
emotion—shaking and "shouting" before falling into ashes. In the midst of
destruction, the narrator contemplates the fate of their neighbors, especially
the Jonahs, fueling the growing fear and heartache that accompany their
profound loss. Despite the devastation, the narrator's mother asserts the

Importance of staying together, underscoring the family's resilience amidst
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Chapter 5 Summary: Swamp Choctaws

#H# Chapter 5 Summary: Swamp Choctaws

In the early hours of dawn, the narrator, a ten-year-old Choctaw boy, and his
father flee into the depths of the woods, seeking refuge from the elusive
Nahullos—an antagonistic group threatening their safety. For the Choctaws,
the swamp represents a sanctuary steeped in cultural significance, where
they find solace in the familiar environment that they have hunted and

gathered in for generations.

Asthe sun rises, they discover they are not alone; the remnant of their
community has gathered in the protective embrace of the swamp. The scene
is poignant, filled with the worn but resolute figures of their people,
including the old women who recall lively dances on riverbeds now distant.
The swamp itself, characterized by its murky green water, stands as a stark

contrast to their past life.

The community comes together under the guidance of the wise figures, Old
Man and Old Woman, who emphasize the need for immediate action amidst
the uncertainty they face. They delegate responsibilities for survival: young
men are tasked with hunting, young women with foraging, and older men

with building shelter as winter approaches. There's a pal pable sense of unity
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and purpose as everyone contributes to ensure their survival.

The narrator and his brother, Luke, set out on their first hunting expedition
armed with improvised blowguns crafted from river cane. Their enthusiasm
isinfectious, illustrating the resilience and spirit of youth as they engage in
friendly competition while testing their skills. The bond between brothers
shines through their playful banter, full of lighthearted hope amidst dire

circumstances.

Thetrio, including their eager dog Jumper, succeeds in hunting enough
squirrelsto provide ameal for their family, showcasing their determination
and resourcefulness. Meanwhile, the elders construct makeshift homes from
pine limbs, ensuring the families have shelter from the elements, though the

|ean-tos are far from the homes they once knew.

Aswinter settles in, the community adapts to their new reality, relying on
one another to survive in the harsh conditions. They learn to hide their
cooking fires from the Nahullos, using clever methods to maintain their way

of life.

Throughout this chapter, the narrator's perspective reveal s a childhood
steeped in the harsh realities of survival, juxtaposed against the warmth of
community spirit and the traditions of the Choctaw people. Y et, as the

narrator notes, with each passing day, he feels himself growing distant from
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his past life, likening it to becoming a ghost—a poignant reflection on the

loss of innocence and the threat of cultural erasure.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Men with Blankets

Chapter 6: Men with Blankets

In the unfriendly expanse of the swamp, the Choctaw people felt secure, for
they understood its treacherous terrain much better than the Nahullos, their
adversaries. Snakes and alligators thrived in the murky waters, causing the
Choctaws to tread with caution. However, when winter arrived, the
landscape transformed. The swamp froze, giving the Nahullos an advantage,
allowing them to traverse the icy expanse on horseback—a stark contrast to

the Choctaws, who needed to navigate more carefully.

One morning, the protagonist awoke to a world blanketed in white—ice
coating the trees and mounds of snow covering the ground, a harbinger of
danger. Asthe stillness lingered, it became clear that thisicy day would
bring significant loss, particularly among the elders and children. The
protagonist's mother warned them to stay quiet, sensing the approach of the
Nahullos, while the protagonist’ s father was absent, |eaving them feeling

vulnerable.
As Nahullo soldiers arrived, fear rippled through the Choctaw community.

The sound of horses and the crunch of wagons on the ice added to the

tension, leading Luke, the protagonist's sibling, to fear the worst: potential
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violence with weapons. To the community's surprise, the soldiers brought
not guns but blankets, their smiles shining through the cold. Initially
hesitant, the Choctaws slowly emerged, accepting the warmth offered to
them. The blankets, a symbol of comfort, were met with gratitude, as the
community members expressed their thanks, saying "Y akoke," meaning

“thank you."

Y et, the protagonist's mother resisted the urge to join the others. She insisted
that her children remain inside their lean-to, repeating, “We do not need their
blankets.” Despite the warmth and happiness surrounding them as others
reveled in their new blankets, the protagonist felt an underlying tension. The
mother’ s protective instincts contrasted with their neighbors' joy,

highlighting her foreboding about the Nahullos' true intentions.

In the days that followed, the Nahullo soldiers’ gifts seemed to light the
community’s spirits, and for a moment, fear waned. However, the
protagonist’s family remained isolated and cautious, wary of the true cost of
the soldiers kindness. They learned the hard truth when the protagonist's
father ventured out to hunt, bringing back small squirrelsto share.

One fateful encounter with Old Man, who offered to share his blanket,
turned harrowing as the protagonist witnessed a sudden affliction unfold.
Old Man, once cheerful, started developing sores on his face, sinking to the

frozen ground; the troubling sight posed an ominous omen. Despite
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attempting to reassure Old Man with commonplace words of comfort, an
unsettling realization crept upon the protagonist's mind. They understood the
blankets came with a heavy price, and those who accepted them may soon

succumb to illness—becoming ghosts in the process.

In this chilling chapter, innocence clashes with the stark realities of survival,
showcasing the complex balance between fear and reliance. The mother’s
instinct to protect her children underscores the theme of familial lovein
adversity; a bond that ultimately shields them from disaster. Asthe
protagonist contemplates the frailty of life and the ambiguity of the
Nahullos’ goodwill, an unsettling sense of foreboding settles over the story,
hinting at the dark transformations that lie ahead.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Snow Monsters

In Chapter 7, titled "Snow Monsters,” we find the young protagoni st
reflecting on the sadness he feelsin hislife at just ten years old. Despite the

weight of adult problems, he often thinks he can outsmart the grown-ups

around him. His parents, sensing his gloom, decide to take him and his

brother 1saac on an adventurous walk away from their camp.

After passing through a snowy, icy swamp, their father instructs Isaac to let
their playful dog, Jumper, run free. As Jumper dashes away, the joy of the
moment leads to a light-hearted snowball fight that takes a humorous turn.
The narrative escal ates when the father, wanting to enliven the snowball
fight, dons a snow-covered disguise, becoming a"snow monster” that

playfully chases the boys.

This moment transforms from playful fun into a delightful scare asthey all
hide and jump out, pretending to be magnificent snow monsters. However,
Jumper, initially terrified, ultimately realizes that his friends are just
pretending. The playful chaos culminates in laughter and a new

understanding of the fun in imagination and games.
As the chapter winds down, the boys apol ogize to Jumper for the scare, and

their father promises to make something special for dinner. Through this

adventure, the protagonist learns valuable lessons about playful mischief and
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the importance of fun, highlighting that sometimes crestivity and
imagination can be better than ghostly fears. The chapter servesas a
heartwarming tale of family bonding, the innocent joys of childhood, and the

power of imagination in overcoming fears.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of imagination can transcend fear and sadness.
Critical Interpretation: In the midst of our own adult concerns and
hardships, remember how the children found joy and laughter by
embracing their imagination. This chapter teaches you that, like the
protagonist and his family, you too can transform moments of gloom
into adventures through your creativity. Allow yourself to play, to let
your worries slip away as you engage in activities that spark your
imagination. When faced with challenges, don't hesitate to be silly, to
embrace your inner child, and discover that sometimes, laughter is the

best remedy for life's struggles.
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Chapter 8: Walking People

#i# Chapter 8 Summary: Walking People

In the aftermath of their town's destruction, Luke and his father embark on a
hunt, successfully bringing back a deer. The family celebrates their first
roasted meal since leaving home, sharing a piece with their dog, Jumper.
However, the following morning casts a somber mood over the Choctaw
community as they mourn in silence, gripped by despair following the recent
tragedies. Old Man and Old Woman, once lively figures, now reflect the
agony suffered by many, as smallpox begins to spread, believed to be carried
by contaminated blankets.

As darkness fals, Luke experiences a vivid nightmare foreshadowing the
grim fate awaiting their community. Though they attempt to maintain hope,
the realization of the smallpox threat lurks ominously. A week prior, when
Old Man and Old Woman frolicked in the river, they were aready marked

by the disease, unbeknownst to Luke.

The following morning, the family sets off from the swamp, eager to leave
their cursed surroundings behind. Their journey leads them along a road
heavily populated with other Choctaws and accompanied by soldiers. The

atmosphere is filled with tension, as the snow and ice symbolize the harsh
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realities confronting them. Many people still carry the now-ominous

blankets, prompting Luke' s father to exercise caution.

Over the next few days of travel, they maintain alow profile, hiding in the
woods and remaining unseen, with Luke bearing Jumper—a silent
agreement passing between them that signifies their shared understanding of
the perilous situation. During a moment of quiet, Jumper confessesto Luke

that he too sees ghosts, evoking a sense of impending doom between them.

On the fourth day, upon meeting Gabe, afriendly Choctaw man, Luke's
father shares their plight of homelessness. Gabe offers companionship and
assurance of safety at a new home—a prospect that stirs hope within the
distraught family. Gabe's wife, Ruth, and their shy daughter, Nita, are
introduced, quickly fostering a bond through humor and camaraderie among

the children.

Asthey join Gabe' s group, the family feels arenewed sense of belonging
after the chaos of their previous existence. That night, as they gather around
a campfire, the conversation turns to the army’ s supplies, particularly the
blankets. Luke's father hesitates to accept any blankets immediately, opting

for caution despite their need for warmth.

In the quiet hours of the night, Luke is visited by the ghost of Mister Jonah,
who reveals heiswaiting for him along with his deceased wife. Their
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conversation touches on the safety of the blankets, with Jonah assuring Luke
that the new provisions are free from danger, easing the boy's apprehension.
Reassured, L uke shares this revelation with his father, paving the way for a

new journey towards safety and a semblance of hope amid the ghosts of their
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Chapter 9 Summary: Nita and the Ghost Walkers

Chapter 9: Nita and the Ghost Walkers

As morning dawned, the warmth of new blankets brightened | saac's spirits.
After their home burned down, a sense of comfort was arare gift. Wrapped
in his blanket beside his family, Isaac felt the warmth for the first timein a
long while. The weather was cold and icy, but the sun shone bright, and he
was grateful just to be with his family, sharing a moment that felt almost

normal.

While walking through a snowy forest, young Nita, a perceptive girl with a
gentle spirit, asked if she could walk with |saac. Despite her soft and timid
demeanor, she expressed alonging for abig brother, and Isaac readily
accepted her request to fill that role. Their bond was solidified around the
campfire that night when Nita boldly proclaimed to everyone that | saac was
her new big brother. Initially embarrassed, |saac soon found unexpected joy
when his brother Luke supported him, stating that he, too, embraced Isaac's
big-brother role.

As night gave way to the day, a storm loomed, bringing worries about their

shelter. They sought refuge beneath an oak tree, and after aday of hiking
through freezing rain, they settled in a clearing to make camp. Despite their
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discomfort, the hardships drew the group closer, making them feel like one
large family rather than just a group of travelers. They prepared a humble
dinner of pashofa—corn soup served warm in milk—and shared it together,

bolstering their spirits.

Amidst this camaraderie, |saac's thoughts shifted towards deeper fears. He
dreaded the thought of losing his newfound family as they continued on the
relentless journey. Just when the weight of his worries seemed
overwhelming, Mister Jonah, a spectral figure who lingered around | saac,
appeared to comfort him, reassuring him that he would be there during

difficult times.

Jonah urged I saac to look around and appreciate the presence of countless
others who walked alongside them—many of whom were deceased
Choctaws, their spirits emerging to lend support. These ghost walkers, who
represented the lives |ost to the hardships of their journey, were now part of
the trail, embodying hope and solidarity for the living. Mister Jonah and
Missus Jonah revealed that even in death, their purpose remained: to protect
and guide those still aive.

Asthe day wore on, icy rains fell heavily—a reminder of the brutal
conditions they faced. With the chilling realization that harsh trials awaited
them, Isaac steeled himself for what lay ahead, clinging to the support of
both his family and the ghostly guides. The day loomed over him, filled with
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uncertainty, but he found solace in the interconnectedness of both the living
and the dead, all walking the treacherous path together.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Bloody Footprints

In Chapter 10, titled "Bloody Footprints," we find Isaac struggling to endure
a harsh winter journey alongside hisfamily and fellow travelers. Astheicy
rain falls, he becomes increasingly cold and detached, standing alone
beneath a tree while the rest of the group huddles around afire. His parents
urge him to join them and warm up, but their words go unheeded as he
contemplates the possibility of succumbing to the cold. Mysterious figures,
previously introduced as spiritual guidesin Isaac's dreams, appear to him,

hinting at another realm and his impending death.

With great effort, Isaac finally attempts to move but discovers that his feet
are painfully frozen to the ground. Every step he takes leads to tears and
agony as he leaves behind bloody footprintsin the thick snow. As he
grapples with his pain and fears becoming a ghost, he envisions aworld of
comforting images:. the happy faces of those who have passed, beckoning

him to join them.

Amid thisinner turmoil, |saac hears avoice he recognizes: hisfather’s. This
brings him back to reality, and as his father embraces him, he offers sage
advice: to focus on the path ahead rather than the painful reminders of the
past. Inspired by his father's words, |saac gathers his strength and
determination. He resolves to ignore the pain and the bloody traces of his

struggle behind him, concentrating instead on moving forward.
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Ultimately, Isaac’ s physical wounds begin to heal over the next few days,
but more importantly, his emotional and spiritual healing starts when he
chooses to heed his father's wisdom. This chapter encapsul ates themes of
resilience, the weight of past experiences, and the importance of looking
ahead with hope and determination, even in the face of intense suffering.
The imagery of bloody footprints serves as a metaphor for past sorrows and

the need to let go as one moves forward in life.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Nita’'sWalk

Chapter 11: Nita'sWalk

As dawn broke over the camp, Nita quietly awakened her older brother,
|saac, still cocooned in the warmth of sleep. With excitement, she presented
him with a pair of her blanket shoes, insisting he wear them. |saac,
understanding the importance of accepting giftsin their culture, graciously
thanked her, and Nita proudly hid behind their mother, eager to see her

brother’ s reaction.

Their bond deepened as Isaac, in return, crafted another pair of shoes for her,
affirming their connection as siblings. Throughout the day, Nita remained
close to Isaac, providing comfort against the cold, which was especially

biting as the sun began to set and afierce wind rattled against the icy trees.

However, as | saac drifted into slumber, he experienced a chilling vision in
which Nitatransformed into aghost. A small black spider crawled across her
ethereal face, and when he reached out to rescue her, his hand passed right
through, confirming his fear. At that moment, Mister Jonah, afigure of
wisdom and perhaps a harbinger, whispered to him, indicating that Nita's

time was near.
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The next day unfolded with grim certainty. A sense of dread enveloped
|saac, who confided in his brother, Luke, about his fears for Nita. Luke,
embodying the strength and resilience they had both learned from their
experiences, reassured | saac, emphasizing their family bond and survival

amidst adversity.

Y et, upon waking, a heart-wrenching discovery shattered their fragile sense
of hope. Nita had succumbed to the harsh elements, her body covered by a
blanket of snow, save for her face, which now bore the tiny spider that had
haunted I saac's vision. As their mother, Ruth, mournfully cried out for her

daughter, the camp fell into a profound sorrow.

The community rallied around Ruth, performing sacred rituals to honor
Nita's spirit with traditional songs and smokes of cedar, signifying their
respect for the cycle of life and death within their culture. For them, this
moment was not just personal 1oss but a poignant reminder of their

precarious existence.

Suddenly, the camp's somber atmosphere was disrupted by the harsh voice
of asoldier demanding they continue their journey. His companion callously
remarked on Nita's death as though it were mere statistics—a brutal
reflection of their harsh reality and the soldiers' indifference. | saac, L uke,
and their father absorbed the callousness of the soldiers' words, which

would remain etched in their memories, further underscoring the weight of
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their loss and the darkness of their circumstances as they prepared to move

forward without Nita.
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Chapter 12: Disappearing Daughter

Chapter 12 Summary: Disappearing Daughter

The chapter begins with a poignant scene as Ruth and Gabe, grieving over
the loss of their daughter Nita, make their way through a desolate landscape.
Ruth cradles Nita' s lifeless body wrapped in a blanket, while Gabe supports
her, both weighed down by their immense sorrow. The atmosphere is thick
with grief, and the silence is only broken by their mournful songs, like the
death song and "Amazing Grace" in Choctaw—a spiritual connection to

their heritage.

|saac, the narrator and Nita's older brother, begins to comprehend the
profound pain of parental loss, anticipating what his own parents would feel
if he were to become a ghost. In amoment of connection, he sees Nita's
spirit, who reassures him about their bond and reveals an urgent task: to find
her missing sister. Confused yet intrigued, I1saac learns that this sibling was

never acknowledged by their parents, indicating a hidden family secret.

As the group sets up camp for the night, Isaac decides to speak to Gabe
privately, hoping to offer his help in locating Nita' s sister. Initially, Gabe
reacts with disbelief and anger, asserting that they do not have another

daughter. However, when Isaac reveals that Nita informed him of her sister,
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Gabe' s demeanor shifts from anger to despair. He pleads for Isaac to leave
but the young boy insists he wishes to help, leading to a heartfelt dialogue

where he uncovers the depth of Nita's spirit and her desire for her parents
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Coming of My Final Day

Chapter 13: The Coming of My Final Day

As night fell, the snow ceased, but a biting cold enveloped the air. After
dinner, Gabe pulled his chair close to the fire, urging the group to engagein
an important conversation. Ruth, wrapped tightly in her blanket, trembled
and quietly wept. Gabe, sensing her distress, reassured everyone that they
had nothing to fear, especially now that Nita, who had faced turmoil, was no

longer with them.

Gabe then revealed a poignant secret: their family had another daughter,
Naomi, who had been taken by soldiers. He recounted a harrowing day when
soldiers invaded their camp seeking laborers. Naomi, just twelve years old
and fiercely spirited, fought back against her captors. Gabe rushed to help
her, but a soldier brutally overpowered him, threatening them if they dared
to speak about their plight. He warned that if they mentioned Naomi, they

would come for Ruth as well, ensuring their silence with intimidation.

Silence hung thick in the air as Ruth’ s sobs echoed the despair of the
situation. Gabe's revelation left them all reeling, and when questioned about
Naomi's whereabouts, he admitted they had been too terrified to seek
answers. But with Nita gone, Gabe felt they could now speak freely.
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As tensions mounted, Gabe turned to me, suggesting | had something
important to share. Embarrassed, | finally revealed my own secret: | was
soon to become a ghost. When my eyes closed, | was enveloped in avision
of the afterlife, surrounded by Choctaw ghosts, including Nita and the elder
couple who had once helped our family. They offered their support and

assurance, proud of my courage to speak up.

| explained to my family how | frequently communicated with spirits, which
had made me aware of past tragedies, like the death of Mister and Missus
Jonah. | conveyed the urgency of my mission to find Naomi, explaining
Nita' s wishes for them to find happiness again. My parents were both
worried and supportive, but deep down, they shared afear of what my
destiny entailed.

The night grew colder and quieter, with dread looming in the air as |
pondered my fate. Then, an unexpected visitor disrupted my thoughts:
Joseph, the grandson of the elders, appeared in the moonlight. He whispered
about Naomi’ s whereabouts, revealing that she was still alive, but in the
hands of cruel soldiers known for distributing tainted blankets—an
indication of the threat they posed.

Trepidation gripped me, but Joseph insisted we must act. First, | needed to

inform my parents of my plans. Slipping closer to their sleeping figures, |
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gently urged them awake, knowing My mother was always watchful. After
explaining | believed | knew where to find Naomi and reassuring them I'd

return, | felt the tension of uncertainty pressing down on me.

My father's concern guided me, urging me to exercise caution, as my fate
seemed intertwined with that of the spirits surrounding me. | felt an
inevitable pull toward my transformation into a ghost, aware that my journey

was |leading me closer to that final moment.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Joseph’s Story

#H Chapter 14 Summary: Joseph’ s Story

In a secluded clearing within the woods, Joseph, a young boy of Native
American descent, confides in the narrator about his harrowing experiences
since being captured by soldiers. The atmosphere is tense, underscoring their
fragile safety from prying eyes, even from the Choctaws, a community

Joseph belongs to.

Joseph reveals that he withessed one of the soldiers take his friend Naomi
away in awagon—one from a shipment that had delivered contaminated
blankets to the swamp earlier that morning. Concerned for his own fate, the
narrator inquires if Joseph took one of those lethal blankets. To hisrelief,
Joseph did not; he was hunting squirrels when the soldiers found him. A
detailed account of his capture follows: he shares how he was left bleeding
in the snow, watched as the soldiers cooked his catch for dinner, and was
ultimately spared from a contaminated blanket by another soldier who
decided he could be useful to them.

Over several days of servitude, Joseph earned the soldiers trust by helping

them with fishing and chores, cleverly delaying his escape plans. However,

they calloudly inform him that his parents are dead, a cruel twist intended to
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sow despair. This news stings deeply, given that his grandparents are the
only family he has left.

The moment of escape arrives when Joseph devises a plan. He cleverly relies
on deception to feign gratitude, gaining the soldiers confidence. When the
time isright, he cuts through his bindings with a stone, escapes into the
night, and discovers his ability to transform into a panther—an ancestral

skill passed through his lineage. He uses this extraordinary ability to evade
capture when the soldiers search for him. The fear and anger he feelsin that

moment propel him to leap from his hiding place and scare the soldiers

away.

L ater, he recounts how he navigated through the wildernessto find the
Choctaw group, risking exposure as he trails them to avoid the soldiers. As
he observes them from the shadows, Joseph learns of Naomi's abduction by
the very soldiers who had captured him. He realizes that the threat to their
safety has not entirely subsided but feels comforted by the fact that since
Nitais now gone from their immediate danger, she can no longer be held

hostage.

The chapter closes on a grim acknowledgment of their precarious existence:
while Joseph attempts to convince himself they have nothing to fear, the
reality remains that the soldiers can strike again at any moment. The fears

they face are complex, wrapped in the desperate hope for survival and the
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reality of their grim situation.
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Chapter 15 Summary: The Bending Branch of Treaty
Talk

### Chapter 15 Summary: The Bending Branch of Treaty Talk

In this chapter, |saac and Joseph continue their journey with the Choctaw
people as they navigate their uncertain fate following the Treaty Talk—a
critical agreement that has forcibly relocated them to the west. Joseph
reveals to Isaac that their leaders, the Choctaw councilmen, are watching
over the group from a separate wagon, although many have to walk
alongside. They discuss the unsettling realities of their situation, reflecting
on the tragic loss of loved ones like Joseph's grandparents, who perished

during their displacement.

Driven by a sense of urgency, Joseph proposes a daring plan to help
Naomi—another captive, who has been forced into servitude and dressed as
aboy. His strategy involves vigilant waiting for asign to act. Isaac, who has
aspiritual connection with the past and can see ghosts, receives avisit from
Joseph's grandfather, Old Man, who expresses concern for Joseph and warns
| saac of the soldiers awareness of their presence. Old Man encourages |saac
to approach the Choctaw Council and offer his assistance, while Joseph

remains hidden to protect himself.
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Navigating the forest, |saac feels the weight of their precarious situation and
reflects on the violence the soldiers have inflicted in the past—destroying
homes and lives. When they reach the council's camp, | saac makes himself
known and offers help, earning the warm welcome of Nani Humma and
other councilmen, who initially find amusement in his eagerness. He
struggles with the truth of hisintentions but decides to keep his secret

hidden for now.

After bonding with the council, helping with chores like washing bowls and
collecting wood, Isaac is given a blanket for the night, which brings him a
momentary sense of belonging. Y et, as he settles down by thefire, heis
acutely aware of the mission that looms over him—the rescue of
Naomi—and the possibility that hisrole as a helper among the council might
soon end, transforming him into a ghost rather than an active participant in
their community. The chapter ends with a sense of foreboding, as Nani
Humma seems to suspect something deeper about 1saac, hinting that their

peaceful gathering might soon be disrupted by the truths he harbors.
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Chapter 16: Seeking Naomi

#i# Chapter 16: Seeking Naomi

In the stillness of the night, under the watchful canopy of trees, | saac quietly
crept from his blanket, convinced that the others were asleep. As he
approached the creek, he called out to his friend Joseph, who swiftly
emerged from the shadows, prompting a moment of tense surprise from

| saac when Nani Humma, a respected elder, unexpectedly confronted them.

With an authority that resonated through the woods, he demanded answers.

Together, Isaac and Joseph shared their story, recounting the destruction of
their homes and the heart-wrenching mission to rescue Naomi—a girl taken
against her will. Their tale included Joseph's narrow escape and the torment
they felt witnessing the soldiers' tyranny. In amoment of vulnerability, | saac
revealed that he sensed an ominous fate approaching: “I will soon be a
ghost,” he confided softly to Nani Humma, who regarded him with grave

understanding.

After their lengthy conversation, Nani Humma recognized the urgency of
their plight. He assured them that, for the time being, they could remain safe

under his watch, but warned Joseph to remain hidden to avoid trouble.
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The following morning, Nani Humma relayed their late-night discussion to
the Choctaw Council during breakfast. As he described the sorrows
surrounding Naomi's capture, the council members reacted with palpable
outrage. Their concern escalated when Mister Tibbi, the imposing head of
the council, cautioned that confronting the soldiers directly would likely
yield lies and further harm to Naomi. Instead, he proposed that due to the
risks involved, the best chance of rescuing her lay with Isaac and Joseph

working covertly, backed by the council's support.

A renewed sense of purpose ignited in |saac and Joseph as they realized that
they were not alone in this fight. Meanwhile, the council women, smartly
engaging with the soldiers during their daily tasks, garnered trust by
mentioning berry picking, atactic meant to ultimately conceal their true

intentions regarding Naomi.

As night fell again, while |saac prepared afire, the women returned with
vital news:. they had spotted Naomi peering out timidly from behind a
wagon, dressed as a boy to hide her identity. Her fear for her family became
evident as she peeked curiously but hesitated to reveal herself. The council
women understood the dangers she faced, particularly threats made against

her young sister by the soldiers.

With this new information in hand, the council deliberated on the next steps.
Recognizing the urgency but also the need for caution, Mister Tibbi
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suggested letting 1saac and Joseph take the lead, empowered by the council's
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Chapter 17 Summary: Good-byeto My Family

#H# Chapter 17: Good-bye to My Family

In this chapter, the protagonist, | saac, navigates a delicate situation involving
friends and family amidst oppression. The chapter begins with Isaac and
Nani Humma, a respected Choctaw leader, discussing the situation of agirl
named Naomi, who is being kept captive by soldiers. Joseph, Isaac’ s friend,
provides details about Naomi’ s restricted living conditions, revealing that
sheistied up each night and that a soldier is often present but inattentive.
The trio engages in anxious speculation about rescuing her, with Isaac
voicing concern that Naomi may fear leaving because she believes her sister
Nitais still alive. Despite hisworries, | saac ultimately joins Joseph and Nani

Hummain strategizing how to free Naomi, appreciating the need for caution.

The next day, Joseph whispersto Isaac that it'stime to visit his family.
Overcoming hisinitial reluctance, |saac leaves camp with Joseph, skirting
through the trees to avoid detection. Their excitement builds as they
approach Isaac's family, and they share heartfelt reunions, particularly with
Jumper, Isaac’ s beloved dog. The atmosphere is warm and nostalgic as they
enjoy ameal together, with Isaac recounting stories of his adventures with

the Choctaw council.
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During the visit, Isaac learns that his family has been coping well, and his
brother Luke warmly shares hisinterest in Joseph, offering him a blowgun
as a gesture of friendship. This connection deepens |saac’ s sense of
belonging, as he envisions the possibility of Joseph integrating into their

family once they reach their new home.

Asthe day comesto aclose, the inevitable farewell casts a somber shadow
over the reunion. The Choctaw people do not say “good-bye”; instead, they
use the phrase "chi pisalachike," meaning "l will see you again, in the
future." This poignant sentiment resonates with Isaac, even as he grapples
with the reality that this may be the last time he sees his family alive.
Nevertheless, he finds solace in the belief that their spirits will always

remain connected, embodying the enduring bond of the Choctaw culture.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Trail of Tears

### Chapter 18 Summary: Trail of Tears

The chapter begins with a poignant moment as the narrator's mother holds
him tightly, whispering a phrase in Choctaw that signifies understanding and
perhaps an acknowledgment of impending loss. Unbeknownst to the
narrator, danger lurks nearby. During their journey toward the council
wagon, Joseph, a close friend of the narrator, senses something amiss and

steps away to hunt a deer, leaving the narrator alone by the riverbank.

Suddenly, alarge wolf attacks the narrator, knocking him to the ground.
Despite his struggle, the wolf bites his neck, causing excruciating pain,
followed by a blissful numbness that transports the narrator to arealm filled
with the spirits of deceased Choctaws. They sing atraditional friendship
song, assuring him that, despite their deaths, the joy of fishing, hunting, and

gaming persistsin their world.

However, a sudden scream pulls him back to reality. The wolf has taken his
body, and Joseph, returning from the hunt, heroically transformsinto a
panther to confront the wolf, savagely defending his friend. In this spectral
plane, the narrator watches helplessly as Joseph grieves for him, desperate to
rescue him from death’ s grasp.
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Old Man, afigure of wisdom, and Old Woman appear before the narrator,
guiding him to reach out to Joseph. In atouching moment, the narrator
whispers reassurances to his friend, establishing that although heisnow a
ghost, their bond remains. He promises Joseph that he will notify him should
he ever need to depart unexpectedly.

After their exchange, Joseph reluctantly faces the grim task of informing the
narrator's family about his death. As he approaches them, the atmosphere
grows heavy with sorrow. The narrator's mother, already distressed,
crumbles when she learns the news, her cries echoing the profound grief felt
throughout the tribe. The family gathers under a pine tree for solace, their
shared mourning resonating with nearby travelers who respectfully lower

their heads in acknowledgment of the loss.

Joseph guides the family back to the scene by the river where the narrator’s
body lies. The realization dawns on him that his family will not abandon
him, adhering to their Choctaw customs that honor their dead. Asthey reach
the riverbank, the weight of the moment is palpable. The narrator yearns to
leap back into his body, but he recalls his father's words about focusing on
the journey ahead rather than the past.

Finally, his mother gently lays a blanket on the ground away from the blood,

and his father tenderly wraps the narrator’ s body, lifting him over his
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shoulder. Together, they begin to walk along the Trail of Tears, ajourney
marked by deep sorrow and loss, symbolizing the enduring bond of family

and heritage, even in death.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The enduring bond of family and heritage

Critical Interpretation: The chapter highlights the deep connections
that transcend even death, demonstrated through the narrator's
interactions with hisloved ones and the spirits of his ancestors. This
key point inspires us to cherish our relationships and acknowledge that
the love we share with family and friends holds power that persists
beyond physical presence. In our own lives, we can find comfort in the
ideathat those we hold dear remain with usin spirit, guiding, shaping,
and supporting us through our journeys, reminding us to honor our

roots and the bonds that shape our identities.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Naomi Meetsthe Ghost

### Chapter 19 Summary: Naomi Meets the Ghost

In this chapter, we delve into the intertwining fates of Naomi, ayoung
Choctaw girl, and Joseph, who possesses the secret identity of a panther.
With their loved ones, Isaac and Nani Humma, they navigate the dangers of
their journey as they face the treachery of soldiers capturing members of

their tribe.

The chapter begins with the grim realization that | saac, a beloved member of
their group, has been killed by awolf. His body is being carried away, and
the depth of lossis palpable. Nani Humma and Joseph grapple with Isaac's
passing, ultimately accepting that he was aware of hisfate and, now free

from pain, exists among them as a spirit.

As twilight descends, Joseph and Naomi, who has already crossed into the
spiritual realm, plot to rescue Naomi from the soldiers camp. With a
newfound sense of courage, Naomi |learns she can exploit her ghostly form
to maneuver without being seen by the soldiers, who are unaware of her

gpectral presence. This revelation brings aflicker of hope for her mission.

Asthey creep towards the soldiers' camp, ambiguity surrounds Naomi’s
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role, as sheis disguised in boy's clothing, working as a servant and tending
to the soldiers. This disguise underscores the harsh redlity that Native

Americans are forced to navigate societal roles imposed by their captors.

The scene shifts to the soldiers’ heavy-handed presence and calls to action
from their leader. Tension builds as Naomi serves the soldiers while Joseph,
still in the spirit world, observes and strategizes a plan to help her. Naomi's
resilience shines through as she endures the disparaging treatment of the

soldiers.

Amidst the chaos, Joseph attempts to enter the middle wagon where Naomi
is being held captive. In an awkward but humorous moment, he struggles
with his ghostly limitations, falling through the wagon bed instead of
gracefully floating in. The emotional turmoil reveals how Joseph must adapt
to his new identity as a ghost. He receives encouragement from the spectral
presence of Mister Jonah, who offers guidance on how to maneuver in his

current state.

Finally, Joseph successfully materializes inside the wagon, hovering over
Naomi, who is bound and frightened. In a poignant moment, she expresses
impatience about his tardiness, signifying that despite her perilous situation,

there remains an underlying connection and urgency that binds them.

This chapter masterfully weaves the themes of sacrifice, resilience, and the
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supernatural into the narrative. It sets the stage for Naomi and Joseph's
impending rescue attempt, showcasing their courage in the face of daunting
challenges during atime of great adversity for their people. The spectral
dynamics further enrich the story, as Naomi and Joseph'’ s bond transcends

life and death, illuminating hope amidst despair.
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Chapter 20: Naomi the Strong

### Chapter 20: Naomi the Strong

In this chapter, the protagonist, who has recently become a ghost after being
killed by awolf, reconnects with Naomi, afellow captive. She had been
dreaming about him, unaware of histragic fate. Naomi explains that she
cannot leave because soldiers threaten to harm her younger sister, Nita. The
protagonist expresses his concern for Naomi’ s family and reveals that Nita

has passed away from exposure, burdening Naomi with grief.

Overwhelmed by hearing about her sister’ s death, Naomi breaks down,
taking comfort in the idea that she can still communicate with Nita.
Unexpectedly, Nita s spirit appears, bringing a moment of joy to Naomi,
highlighting their sisterly bond even in death. Nita encourages Naomi to
return home and bring happiness to their family, but urgent matters interrupt

this reunion.

The violent presence of Leader, a soldier who has been overseeing Naomi's
captivity, proves dangerous. He enters the wagon, demanding to know who
Naomi was talking to, leading her to lie and claim she was merely having a
nightmare. Sensing her deception, Leader punishes her harshly by

attempting to hang her from atree as alesson.
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The protagonist, paralyzed by his ghostly state, can only watch in despair as

L eader and two accomplices, Roundman and Pointy Noise, hoist Naomi up.
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Chapter 21 Summary: The Panther and the Fire

### Chapter 21: The Panther and the Fire

Hiding behind atree, | turned to Joseph and asked if he still had his cutting
stone, essential for freeing Naomi. We knew time was against us—the
soldiers had shotguns, and their pursuit would be swift. To distract the
guards, | suggested using a strong panther, one capable of creating chaos.
Nita, visibly anxious but determined, volunteered to awaken the Choctaw
Council and warn them of the soldiers’ actions, hoping their presence would

delay our pursuers.

As Nita vanished into the night fog, | focused on our surroundings. Pointy
Nose and Roundman, two soldiers, sat lazily by the fire, shotgun within
reach. Given the moon's quarter phase, we planned to wait for the cover of
clouds to act. Roundman decided against vigilance, which fueled Pointy
Nose's anxiety—he believed they could face punishment if anything went

awry.

Seizing the moment to create adiversion, | noticed Jumper, my loyal dog,
had arrived, licking my ankle. Silent prayers filled my mind—please don't
bark! | sprinted towards the river, Jumper followed, and as the cloud covered

the moon, | splashed into the water.
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The soldiers turned their attention to the commotion. Boom! Roundman’s

shotgun fired into the night, triggering chaos as L eader rushed to investigate.
A soldier remained to guard Naomi, jabbing the barrel of his gun against her
feet. Meanwhile, | hid, heart racing, as | spotted the panther preparing to aid

us by gnawing through Naomi's ropes.

In asudden twist of fate, Naomi fell, giving the panther the chance to
pounce on the soldier, uprooting his weapon. “We have to run,” | urged
Naomi, who was frightened but ready. The panther ignited the campfire
further by batting flaming logs, and as two soldiers shot at Jumper, Leader
recognized the real threat—the camp was ablaze.

While soldiers scrambled to control the fire, the panther leaped into action,
employing the flames as both cover and weapon. My heart soared; we had a
chance. With chaos erupting around us, Naomi and | dashed toward safety,

evading the soldiers who were now preoccupied.

Arriving at the Choctaw Council wagon, we were greeted by alert members
of the Council, eagerly anticipating our arrival. A councilwoman rushed
forward, providing a knife to free Naomi from her bonds. My invisible
presence was undetected, sparing me the need to explain my ghostly form as

Naomi asserted, "I’m not by myself.”
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With the urgency of the soldiers closing in, we took off into the night,
nimbler than before. | found Naomi’s pace encouraging; she was like the
wind. Aswe approached my family’s camp, Luke greeted us, his face
engraved with underlying concern. He conveyed that Naomi should not

linger, her family was nearby, fearing for her safety.

In a moment of heartwarming reunion, Naomi's parents embraced her
tightly, while the comforting presence of Nita surfaced again, reminding us
that she would always be part of our family, despite her spectral state. With
both families bidding us heartfelt farewells, whispering “ Chi pisalachike”

(meaning "Our family is strong"), we committed to fleeing into the night.

L uke led us toward a secluded Choctaw wagon waiting a half-mile down the
road, prepared for our arrival. It was a place of refuge—a world of
bonepickers whose generous spirits offered safety to those in need. Aswe
entered the wagon, | passed through its walls, feeling awarmth and solace.

Together, we embraced this community, a sanctuary in the face of danger.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Buried with the Bones

Chapter 22: Buried with the Bones

As Naomi stepped into the wagon of the bonepickers, she was greeted by an
unexpected warmth, both from the women inside and the inviting aroma of
dried rose petals. The welcoming tone of one of the women urged her to
remove her boots for cleanliness—a practice that echoed the bonepickers

deep respect for the sacred tasks they undertook.

Climbing into the wagon, Naomi soon realized she had entered aworld filled
with an air of secrecy and reverence. The bonepickers were known among
the Choctaw but seldom seen, as they had lived secluded in the depths of the
woods, performing avital yet grim duty: the careful preparation of bones
after death. When a Choctaw passed away, the body was entrusted to them,
and after days of natural decay, they meticulously cleaned and prepared the
bones for burial. Their role was integral to the Choctaw culture, symbolizing

both care and respect for the deceased.

However, with the Choctaw community forced into along march led by
soldiers, the bonepickers found themsel ves uprooted from their home.
Although too frail to walk, they were provided awagon for their journey,

which Naomi now occupied. This strange vessel, once a haven of serenity,
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held its own haunting reality.

The comforting presence of the women shifted as a sudden realization struck
Naomi: she was now within the very realm of the bonepickers, amidst the
bones that represented lost lives and stories. The women, sensing her
trepidation, assured her of her safety within the wagon, even offering her a

secret hiding place amidst their sacred cargo.

As the women prepared the trunk, Naomi was shocked to find it filled with
bones—a raw reminder of the past they carried with them. Y et beneath the
unsettling exterior lay a protective haven crafted for her. They explained that
she could hide in a secret compartment beneath the bones, sheltered until the

soldiers moved on.

With no choice but to comply, Naomi crawled inside, the weight of the
wooden lid and the scattered bones looming above her, an oppressive
reminder of her circumstances. She drew a blanket over herself, hoping her

stay would indeed be brief, yet aware of the uncertainty of her fate.

The atmosphere shifted as conversations flowed between the bonepickers
and Luke, an ally who could bring them provisions from the wilderness. The
older women playfully suggested that perhaps Naomi could stay and assist
them, echoing the ominous tone of their tasks but marked by a sense of

camaraderie.
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Buried beneath the wood and bones, Naomi listened, caught between fear
and a strange sense of belonging, as the whispered plots unfurled above her.
The weight of her predicament pressed down, leaving her to wonder about

the world outside and the cruel fate awaiting her people, the Choctaw.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Naomi and the Bonepickers

Chapter 23: Naomi and the Bonepickers

In amoment of urgency, | sensed that my friend Naomi needed my support
more than ever. Asaghost, | could navigate through the physical barriers of
thisworld, and | slipped through the walls of the trunk where she was
hiding. Learning to manage my visibility, | radiated a soft glow, making

myself known to her.

“Do everything they say, and you will be safe,” | advised her softly. Joseph,
another protector figure, would be keeping watch and would alert us if

soldiers approached. "They'll never find you here," | reassured.

Naomi's confusion surfaced as she questioned the necessity of capturing a

raccoon. “Why do they want a bloody animal?’
“1 don’t know,” | replied, knowing we must wait for answers.

Soon enough, Panther Joseph, who had taken on the role of abrave
protector, successfully caught afat raccoon. Dragging it across the ground,
he leapt into the wagon to present it to the bonepickers—a group that

worked with bones for various purposes.
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Curiosity pushed me to float above the trunk and witness the gridly task at
hand. The bonepicker women were swift and ruthless as they launched into
the butchering process, leading to a scene filled with splatters of blood that

flew wildly, painting the wagon and themselvesin gore.

“Blood dripped on the bones,” | observed, my heart heavy with dread as
Naomi reacted with horror. “Oh!” she exclaimed as the grim spectacle

unfolded. | returned to her side, hovering protectively.

“Help me,” Naomi whispered, fear gripping her as droplets of blood rained

down from the floor above.

“Shhhh,” one of the women said, attempting to console us. “We have to do
this to keep the soldiers from discovering you. They’re terrified of bloody

bones.”

| echoed her sentiment, underscoring the bonepickers' plan. “Nothing
frightens the Nahullos like this.”

"I’d rather be a ghost," Naomi retorted, but | urged her to focus on her
survival. “What about your family? One ghost daughter is enough,” |
reminded her of the living she had to fight for.
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Reluctantly, she agreed, urging me to extract her once it was safe. | left her
in the trunk's darkness and joined Joseph and L uke by the river, where the
snow fell heavily and the chill bit at our exposed skin. Joseph, slightly
stained with blood and raccoon fur, quickly washed himself in the snow.

“How long will Naomi stay with the bonepickers?’ Joseph asked, concerned

for her well-being.

“Until it'ssafe,” Luke explained. “ They plan to conceal her identity with a
long hairpiece, disguising her short hair that could draw attention from the

soldiers.”

As the chilling winds began to stir, we faced an unexpected interruption. A
thick white cloud enveloped us, revealing Old Man, a powerful spirit and the
first ghost Luke had ever encountered. He shared words of pride for our
actions that day, as flickering lights from our Choctaw ancestors drew us

into acircle of the beloved spirits.

In a striking moment of connection, the ghosts thanked us, honoring the
bravery we displayed in rescuing Naomi and reminding us that our deeds
transcended the living world. “Y akoke,” they echoed as they faded back into

the ether, leaving Luke awestruck and speechless.

As he hesitated, then hurried home, the gravity of his new reality—being
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part of aworld intertwined with ghosts—settled over us. With the wind
growing harsher and the deet replacing the gentle snow, | was grateful for
my ghostly existence, free from the physical discomfort our situation

presented.

Joseph, however, bundled himself tightly beneath my blanket, shivering
against the cold. We both knew the importance of remaining hidden, and the
snowfall that covered our tracks bought us precious time. Joseph's chattering
teeth betrayed his discomfort, and | joked about the ice's potential danger,

knowing that caution must always accompany wishesin our perilous reality.
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Chapter 24: A Soldier’sVow

Chapter 24: A Soldier’sVow

In abiting cold night, Joseph found sleep quickly, weighed down by
exhaustion after an intense day filled with daring rescues and dangerous
escapades, including a chaotic fire at the soldiers' camp. As snow blanketed
his blanket, |, a ghost, watched over him and pondered the differences
between my existence and that of the living. Despite the chill, | felt no
tiredness, and my restless mind wandered. It dawned on me that with no
need for sleep, aghost’ slife can quickly become dull—perhaps that’ s why

they acquire so much knowledge, floating around while others dream.

In amoment of concentration, | imagined the soldiers camp, and suddenly, |
was there. | observed the remnants of chaos: the smoldering wagon, the
weary soldiers, and the unsettling presence of Roundman, keeping a
watchful eye near the fire. In the depths of arestless night, | found L eader
lost in nightmares filled with fire and images of Naomi, vowing vengeance
as he tossed and turned.

Returning to my family’s camp, | found everyone nestled and safe, with Nita

smiling as she spotted me. Jumper, my sprightly canine friend, voiced his

longing for my presence, and | reassured him that | had missed him too. He
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boasted about his brave act of drawing the soldiers' attention by leaping into
theicy river, which ultimately allowed Joseph and me to rescue Naomi. |

encouraged him to rest, whispering warnings of the imminent danger we
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Chapter 25 Summary: A Day of Death

Chapter 25: A Day of Death

The chapter begins with a tense scene as Leader, accompanied by twenty
soldiers on horseback, approaches the Choctaw Council’ s camp. The tension
escalates rapidly when Leader commands his men to aim and fire their
shotguns at the council members gathered beneath tree limbs. Despite Mister
Tibbi’ s attempts to diplomatically address the soldiers, the moment spirals

Into chaos as the gunfire shatters the treetops, injuring an elder, Stella.

Joseph, a shapeshifter with the ability to become a panther, isfilled with
rage and grief. He contemplates retaliating against the soldiers, but | stop
him, insisting that he remains alive for the sake of Naomi. This moment of
restraint showcases the emotional stakesinvolved, particularly with Naomi
being a central figure amidst the chaos. The council's vulnerability starkly
contrasts with the soldiers newfound sense of power as they process

L eader’ s violent authority, generating fear and anger among the ranks.

As the soldiers continue their march, they encounter more Choctaws, forcing
them to surrender their blankets and belongings, further highlighting the
brutality of Leader’ s campaign against them. The fear among the Choctaws
is palpable as word of the soldiers' atrocities spreads. Recognizing the
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imminent danger to my family, | decide to warn them. | materialize before
my parents, telling them to comply with the soldiers demands while also
preparing to reveal Nita' s body to prevent further tragedy. My assertion that
“whatever the soldiers do, let them do” reflects a deep-rooted resilience

within our culture.

In amoment of unity, Nita's spirit manifests, providing comfort to her
grieving family. | reinforce the idea that we are Choctaws, and despite the
despair, we possess strength and perseverance. The chapter culminates with
the gathering of both living and deceased Choctaws around the campfire,
symbolizing a collective spirit and resilience. Old Man, an ancestral figure,
speaks of our strength, echoing my words about the importance of gathering
our loved ones' bones should the soldiers desecrate them. The chapter
emphasizes not only the immediate danger facing the Choctaws but also

their enduring spirit and connection to one another in the face of adversity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Emotional Restraint in Times of Chaos

Critical Interpretation: In the face of overwhelming adversity and
violence, the act of choosing emotional restraint, as demonstrated by
Joseph, teaches us the power of composure and thoughtful ness.
Instead of succumbing to anger, you are inspired to navigate life's
challenges with a clear mind and a commitment to what truly
matters—your loved ones and community. This chapter reminds you
that maintaining your integrity and grounding yourself in love, even
amidst chaos, can serve as a profound strength, inspiring you to

confront your own challenges with grace and resilience.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Choctaw Rattlesnake

Chapter 26: Choctaw Rattlesnake Summary

The chapter opens with tension as a group of soldiers confronts afamily, led
by a menacing figure known as the Leader. He accuses them of hiding his
target, a girl who has recently escaped, presuming sheis close by. Gabe, the
father, insists he knows nothing of her whereabouts and tries to protect his

family from the soldiers' intentions.

L eader then shifts his focus to Gabe's younger daughter, Nita, demanding to
see her. Gabe feebly claims she is not with them, but the atmosphereis
heavy with fear and desperation. In a chilling revelation, Ruth, Gabe' s wife,
brings Nita's lifeless body wrapped in a blanket to the fire, revealing the true
cost of their struggle against the soldiers. Nita's appearance evokes
sympathy among the soldiers when they recognize her vulnerability,
reminding them of their own children. Y et, for Pointy Nose, one of the
soldiers clearly lacking empathy, Nita's death is merely an inconvenience in

the mission.

L eader, whose ruthlessness has been established, orders that Nita's body be
taken away, indifferent to the mourning parents. Just as Pointy Nose bends

down to comply, arattlesnake appears, coiling protectively over Nita,
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causing fear among the soldiers and halting Pointy Nose's actions.

The Leader, frustrated by this supernatural event, declares that although one
daughter islost, his vow to exact atoll for the escape remains intact. He
ominously proclaims that another will die that day, leaving the family in

further despair.

In a moment of connection, Ruth quietly honors Nita by muttering

"Y akoke," a Choctaw word expressing gratitude or acknowledgment. As she
kneels, the rattlesnake dissipates in a swirl of smoke, revealing the presence
of a protector or aspirit linked to their heritage. The chapter ends with a
symbolic act of mourning as the family copes with the weight of their loss
and the impending danger, their sorrow mingled with the mystery of the

voodoo-like magic that has intervened.

This chapter illustrates themes of loss, the fragility of innocence, and the
gpiritual connection to the native traditions that persist evenin dire
circumstances. The rattlesnake serves as a poignant symbol of both death

and protection, hinting at the deeper cultural roots within the storyline.
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Chapter 27 Summary: Wagon of the Bonepickers

## Chapter 27: Wagon of the Bonepickers

Asthe soldiers continued their relentless search for Naomi, burning blankets
and interrogating Choctaws at each camp, they reached the last stop: the
wagon of the bonepickers, an elderly group known for collecting remains
and relics. In atense moment, | floated through the walls of the trunk where

Naomi hid, warning her of the approaching danger.
"They are here," | whispered urgently.
"Did they hurt my family?' she replied, anxiety lacing her voice.

"Your family is safe, but Leader is furious and wants to hurt you. Whatever

happens, don't make a sound," | cautioned her.

Naomi expressed her growing fatigue from hiding. Before | could reassure
her, soldiers stormed into the camp, and | anxiously prepared for Leader’s
orders. The atmosphere thickened as the soldiers fidgeted around the wagon
while Leader cursed the bonepickers.

Roundman, one of the soldiers, questioned, "Where is everyone?"
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L eader, losing patience, barked orders for the bonepickers to emerge from
their hiding place. The frail, aged women climbed slowly out, struggling
with their feeble limbs, prompting Leader's ire. One of the bonepickers, the
oldest, needed assistance, but Leader's cruelty shined through as he shoved

her to the ground to exhibit dominance.

In that moment of tension, something remarkable happened. | sensed the
presence of spirit women — ancestral figures of the soldiers, watching over
them with love. Although invisible, their faces filled the soldiers with heavy
memories of home and family, causing them to wince at Leader's brutality

toward the old bonepicker.

L eader's voice pierced the air, demanding, "Where is she? Y ou are hiding the
girl!" The bonepickers, standing with a united front, remained silent,
embodying both fear and defiance. Roundman suggested they might not
understand English, but Leader escalated to threats, burning logsin abid to

incite fear.

"No! Naomi isstill inside!" | thought frantically as Leader urged Roundman
to burn the wagon. Nita's pleafor help echoed in my mind as | floated back
toward the trunk. | attempted to lift the lid to free Naomi, only to find my
ghostly hands passing through the solid object.
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When Joseph, hidden among cedar trees, sprang into action, hopes flickered.
He dashed towards the flaming wagon, only to be tackled by soldiers at
L eader's command. "Let him go; my prophecy comes true. Let him burn,"

L eader declared without empathy.

In the chaos, Joseph made a brave bid to save Naomi. He plunged into the
smoke-filled wagon, finding her barely conscious. "We are here for you," he

reassured her, and despite her fear, she summoned strength.

Asthe flames roared higher, they quickly planned their escape through a
breach Joseph created. Time felt like an enemy, and as the roof began to
collapse, they risked everything to jump out. The soldiers, captivated by the
inferno, hesitated, allowing Joseph and Naomi to make a daring escape

towards theriver.

"After them!" Leader yelled, but fate intervened when his horse dlipped,
sending him crashing to the ground. Blood flowed from his head, but he
staggered to his feet, angered and determined to pursue.

Just asit appeared that Joseph and Naomi were about to elude capture,
Naomi sensed something ominous and pointed to a dark cavern beneath a
rock. Panic surged within me, knowing that this could be atrap, avision led

by darker forces. | closed my eyestightly, pleading silently for their safety.
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Chapter 28: Panther and the Wolf

### Chapter 28 Summary: Panther and the Wolf

As the scene unfolds, the chilling presence of the wolf that had previously
killed the protagonist becomes apparent as it crawls from a cavern. The
wolf's predatory instincts kick in as it focuses on Naomi and Joseph. Joseph
guietly warns Naomi not to move, sensing the danger. The wolf's growl
signals alooming threat, especially with Leader now visible, leaning against

the tree, vulnerable and unaware of the impending attack.

Meanwhile, a dramatic transformation occurs as Joseph morphs into a
panther, a powerful creature representing agility and primal strength. He let
out afurious cry, alerting Leader to the approaching danger. Just as the wolf
prepares to leap at Leader, the panther intervenes with swift ferocity. Ina
brief yet intense clash, the panther successfully overpowers the wolf,

securing victory and ensuring Leader's safety.

In the aftermath, Naomi insists that L eader must understand who has saved
him. As they approach, Leader, trembling and confused, finally recognizes
Joseph's duality as the panther. Joseph clarifies hisidentity and reveals he
was the boy Leader once sought to kill. Despite hisinitial animosity, Leader

acknowledges the profound act of mercy that Naomi represents, adhering to
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the Choctaw values of honor and compassion.

However, danger resurfaces as soldiers rush in, guns drawn, commanded by
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