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Icebreaker Summary
"Rivals on Ice, Partners in Heart."

Written by Books1
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About the book

Icebreaker by A.L. Graziadei immerses readers into the intense and

fast-paced world of collegiate ice hockey, where ambition meets the

complexities of personal identity and vulnerability. As two fierce

competitors, Mickey James III and his cocky rival, lose themselves in the

ego-driven cycle of the sport, an unexpected bond develops, challenging

their perceptions of success, friendship, and love. Mickey's journey is not

just about his prowess on the ice; it's a compelling exploration of what it

means to navigate one's own insecurities and emotions amidst the pressures

of high expectations. Set against the backdrop of an exhilarating sport, this

novel promises pulse-pounding action intertwined with a heartfelt narrative

that lays bare the raw and authentic pursuit of self-discovery, leaving readers

enthralled with every turn of the page.
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About the author

A.L. Graziadei is a rising voice in the contemporary literary scene, primarily

known for crafting compelling narratives that delve into the complexities of

identity and self-discovery. With a flair for storytelling that evokes both

deep emotion and thoughtful introspection, Graziadei has quickly captivated

readers and critics alike. Their work often intertwines themes of sports,

friendship, and romance, showcasing their ability to weave intricate

character developments and dynamic interactions with grace and

authenticity. A graduate in Creative Writing, Graziadei has dedicated their

career to exploring diverse narratives and pushing the boundaries of

traditional storytelling. As a keen observer of human relationships, they

bring a refreshing and nuanced perspective that resonates with audiences

across the spectrum. "Icebreaker" is a testament to their skill, offering a

layered and engaging glimpse into the world of competitive hockey

intertwined with the complexities of personal growth.
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Chapter 1 Summary: One

The chapter introduces us to Mickey James III, a talented but deeply

 conflicted freshman hockey player at Hartland University. Mickey grapples

with intense anxiety and depression, caught between the expectation to live

up to his family's hockey legacy and his own lack of motivation. Despite his

internal struggles, he finds some solace in the presence of his sister, Delilah,

who is teaching her new girlfriend, Jade, to skate. Delilah is an enthusiastic

hockey player, while Jade is an artist with little knowledge of the sport.

Their relationship introduces a tension between the passionate world of

athletics and the creative realm of art.

The narrative shifts to Mickey's complicated feelings about being on the ice

at the Hartland’s Giancarlo Alumni Arena, a state-of-the-art rink he now

calls home. The banners of his ancestors, James and James II, hang

overhead, reminding him of the legacy he is expected to uphold. Though

Mickey feels overwhelmed by this pressure, his friend Nova, far away in

Paris, provides support through text messages.

As the day progresses, Mickey encounters the team captains, Luca Cicero

and Maverick Kovachis (nicknamed Zero and Kovy), and his fiercest rival,

Jaysen Caulfield. Jaysen is a significant threat to Mickey's position as the

top NHL draft pick, bringing an underlying tension to their relationship. The

last time Mickey played against Jaysen, Mickey's team triumphed,
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intensifying Jaysen's grudge against him.

On the ice, Jaysen is relentless, challenging Mickey both physically and

verbally. His aggression culminates in a confrontation where he accuses

Mickey of occupying a coveted spot on the team simply because of his

family's status, a claim that visibly frustrates Mickey. Despite Mickey's

attempts to maintain composure, their rivalry threatens to boil over into a

fight.

The captains intervene, urging them to set aside their egos and focus on the

team, emphasizing that their draft projections hold no weight in their current

environment. The chapter concludes with Mickey reflecting on Jaysen’s

natural affinity for hockey. Jaysen’s passion for the sport contrasts with the

burden Mickey feels due to his family lineage, and despite their animosity,

Mickey recognizes Jaysen’s deserved place in the sport. This

acknowledgment marks a complex interplay of rivalry, respect, and

self-doubt that promises to shape Mickey's journey at Hartland.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Acknowledging Others' Passion and Deserved Success

Critical Interpretation: The chapter delves into a moment where,

despite the animosity and pressure surrounding you, you recognize the

genuine passion and capability in others. This pivotal

acknowledgment is about setting aside ego and resentment to

understand that everyone has their own path defined by their

dedication and talents. In doing so, you may find a sense of freedom

and relief from the weight of expectations. Inspired by Mickey's

journey, you can learn to appreciate the success of others without

belittling your own worth, embracing the idea that multiple paths can

coexist, each with its own merit. By honing this mindset, you unlock a

spirit of authenticity that grants you peace and the potential to redefine

your purpose on your own terms.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Two

In the opening of the chapter, Mickey James III is navigating the

 complexities of his first day of classes at Hartland College. He comes across

a photo on social media featuring Jaysen, a rival and fellow freshman

hockey player. Despite the competitiveness that characterized their past

encounters in junior hockey, Jaysen now appears to be forming a bond with

Dorian and David, two other hockey players with shared backgrounds from

Mexico and childhood friendship. This unexpected camaraderie adds to

Mickey's sense of isolation as the new semester begins.

Mickey shares a dorm with Dorian, though he has had little interaction with

him due to Dorian's tendency to spend time with Jaysen and David. Mickey

reflects on his decision to avoid other freshmen Royals, as he anticipates a

brief stay at college before entering the NHL draft. His plan for a solo,

transient college experience is influenced by his father’s career in

professional hockey, which involved abrupt moves and separations.

Surprised to see Jaysen and Dorian engaged in conversation in his dorm

room, Mickey listens as they discuss their shared interest in music and

upcoming local concerts. Jaysen and Dorian's friendship stirs Mickey's

feelings of inadequacy and doubt about his place among them.

As Mickey prepares for class, the tension with Jaysen escalates. Jaysen
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reveals that older team members have instructed him to walk with Mickey to

their algebra class, hinting at a desire for the two to settle their differences.

Their conversation on the way to class highlights the contrast in their

motivations: Mickey is focused solely on hockey, while Jaysen is

contemplating a future beyond the sport due to concerns about his long-term

career prospects and the underrepresentation of Black players in the NHL.

Inside the lecture hall, Mickey struggles with an identity crisis. Social

media's growing presence in his life adds pressure, as an NHL post tags him

in a classroom photo. Meanwhile, a recent hockey magazine article frustrates

him by emphasizing his family legacy over his sisters' achievements,

painting a picture of him fulfilling a predetermined destiny.

Jaysen, seated elsewhere in the lecture, draws attention when a fellow

student’s comment about the Ottawa Senators’ interest in Mickey

underscores draft day tensions. Mickey's interaction with his class reveals

his internal struggle with his singular focus on hockey, a path he feels

expected to follow due to his family's legacy. The expectation clashes with

Jaysen's more multi-faceted approach, underscoring Mickey's fear of not

meeting expectations and his desire to prove himself beyond his family

name.

The chapter closes with a social media exchange between Mickey and

Jaysen, highlighting their rivalry's public aspect. Jaysen’s pointed reply
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about Mickey being "behind" him on draft day emphasizes the competitive

tension and the impending challenge Mickey faces both on and off the ice.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Navigating Preconceived Expectations and Personal

Identity

Critical Interpretation: In the whirlwind of your daily life, it's easy to

feel pigeonholed by external expectations—be it due to familial

legacies or societal narratives. Mickey's journey at Hartland College

becomes a poignant mirror, reflecting the internal struggles you face

when the world's expectations threaten to overshadow your inner

voice. Jaysen's contrasting approach, where he is exploring life

beyond his sport, ignites the inspiration to step away from paths laid

out by others and redefine your journey on your own terms. Embrace

this lesson as a beacon to navigate your ambitions; it's a call to explore

the depth of your passions beyond the surface labels and to find

harmony between legacy and self-identity. As you weave through the

intricacies of personal identity, remember that your journey is

unique—colored by your own choices and adorned with the courage to

transcend limitations imposed by external standards.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Three

In the early weeks of college, the protagonist struggles to adjust to a rigorous

 schedule centered around hockey, including morning team lifts, classes,

captain-led practices, and team activities. Despite spending ample time with

teammates, he feels disconnected from them, except for his tolerable

roommate, Dorian. The looming hockey season amps up practice intensity,

reminding him of his dad's high expectations since he was anticipated to

excel in the sport. His sister Delilah, a superior player, adds another layer of

pressure as they compete at the same level this season.

Official practices add a new layer of tension. The protagonist is especially

conscious of Jaysen, a fellow player, who poses a competitive threat. The

coach, Campbell—a man with NHL experience and an unbiased coaching

style—makes pivotal lineup decisions, positioning the narrator in an

unexpected winger role instead of his lifelong center position. Despite his

skills, he is frustrated, feeling undermined by Coach Campbell’s decisions

that favor players such as Jaysen. A rivalry blossoms, fueled by the

protagonist's persistent efforts to match Jaysen's capabilities.

The animosity peaks during a heated practice confrontation. A tense

exchange with Jaysen escalates when snarling words lead to shattered sticks

and a scuffle that has to be broken up by teammates. The protagonist

grapples with an odd mix of anger and an unexpected attraction to Jaysen’s
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fierce demeanor, which he quickly tries to dismiss.

Outside hockey, the protagonist communicates with his friend Nova, venting

frustrations about Jaysen. Through their exchange, a blend of humor and

understanding emerges, hinting that the protagonist might be harboring a

grudging attraction to Jaysen. Nova teases about this potential "hate-lust,"

but the protagonist remains in denial about any feelings beyond animosity.

These complex interwoven relationships create a tumultuous environment,

underscoring the protagonist's internal battles with identity, family

expectations, and burgeoning emotions—all within the pressures of college

hockey life.
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Chapter 4: Four

Chapter Four introduces us to Mickey James, the younger brother of a

 family with impressive athletic achievements. Despite being surrounded by

his successful siblings—Mikayla, Nicolette, Madison, Bailey, and

Delilah—Mickey feels overshadowed and struggles with his self-worth. His

oldest sisters, who have excelled in their respective sports and careers,

connect with Mickey through digital chats, offering a snapshot into their

lives of accomplishments and genuine familial affection.

Mickey's internal struggle is palpable as he grapples with the pressure of

living up to the "James" name in the world of athletics. The narrative shifts

as he prepares for a night out with his other sisters, Bailey and Delilah, who

bring their own vibrant energy. They head to a lacrosse house party that

serves as a haven for Mickey to escape the weight of expectations, allowing

him to experience a rare sense of happiness as he watches Bailey receive the

respect she deserves as an acclaimed lacrosse player.

At the party, Mickey interacts with Bailey’s polyamorous partners, Sidney

and Karim, reflecting on the challenges they've faced due to the judgmental

public eye. This contemplation extends to Mickey's own identity, revealing

that he's only come out as bisexual to a select few, fearing the same backlash

his sisters have faced. Reluctant to embrace the identity forced upon him as a

promising young athlete, Mickey feels conflicted about his future and the
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familial expectation it entails.

The night takes a turn when Mickey is unexpectedly pulled into a "team

bonding" gathering by his hockey team captains, Zero and Kovy. They

emphasize the importance of team cohesion after recent tensions and

introduce a game meant to clear the air. Mickey reluctantly participates,

especially dreading an encounter with Jaysen, his teammate with whom he

shares animosity.

The game involves airing grievances and then offering compliments to

balance the negativity. Mickey and Jaysen engage in a tense exchange,

listing criticisms before awkwardly transitioning to personal compliments.

Despite their mutual disdain, a subtle acknowledgment of each other's

strengths and attributes emerges, hinting at an undercurrent of unrecognized

admiration.

Mickey's discomfort peaks as personal boundaries blur, especially when

compliments veer into territory that threatens to expose his concealed

feelings. The chapter closes with Mickey reflecting on the night's events, the

camaraderie and rivalry, and the personal growth that might be just

ahead—if he’s willing to embrace it.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Five

In this chapter, we find ourselves amidst a lively and chaotic party where the

 protagonist is surrounded by a group of friends including Dorian, Barbie,

and Colie. The atmosphere is filled with laughter and nonsensical yet

philosophical discussions about space and the ocean. As the night

progresses, they play games like knee hockey and indulge in dancing. The

protagonist experiences a sense of camaraderie and fleeting happiness,

despite their reservations about the evening's events and the hangover that

follows.

The morning after, the protagonist awakens tangled on a couch with Jaysen

Caulfield, a teammate with whom there's a complicated relationship. The

initial awkwardness is compounded by a hangover and missing memory

from the previous night. Jaysen humorously recounts the protagonist's antics

of claiming to be Jesus, which adds to the embarrassment. However, this

moment sparks a shift in their dynamic, with Jaysen offering an unexpected

apology and easing the tension.

The protagonist grapples with their position on the hockey team, desiring

distance yet feeling inexplicably drawn to their teammates, especially

Jaysen, whom they secretly admire. The protagonist begins to notice subtle

changes in the way the team interacts with them, suggesting acceptance and

camaraderie beyond just being 'Your Grace,' a nickname referencing their

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


last name, Terzo.

During a practice session, Jaysen, referred to as Cauler, teases the

protagonist about preferring lacrosse over hockey due to their style of play.

Despite the banter, there is an undercurrent of mutual respect and a touch of

vulnerability in their exchanges. The protagonist's internal conflict

intensifies as they try to reconcile their feelings of attraction with the need to

maintain boundaries, heightened by Jaysen's lingering presence and

occasional compliments, such as liking the protagonist's dimples.

As the chapter unfolds, teasing from teammates adds a layer of complexity,

highlighting the evolving dynamics within the group and the protagonist's

internal struggle. The subtle changes imply deeper connections forming

among the team, as they navigate the nuances of friendship and unspoken

feelings in the competitive world of college sports.

Event Details

Party
Atmosphere

Protagonist attends a lively party with friends Dorian, Barbie, and Colie,
enjoying laughter and philosophical discussions.

Evening
Activities

Games like knee hockey are played, followed by dancing, bringing a
fleeting sense of happiness to the protagonist.

Morning
Awakening

Protagonist wakes up with teammate Jaysen Caulfield, feeling awkward
due to a hangover and piecing together last night's events.

Memory
Recollection

Jaysen humorously recounts the protagonist's antics the previous night,
leading to embarrassment but easing the tension.
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Event Details

Team
Dynamics

The protagonist is caught between desiring distance and feeling drawn
to teammates, sensing acceptance in the team.

Practice
Session

Jaysen teases the protagonist's style of play, although there is mutual
respect and slight vulnerability in their interactions.

Internal
Conflict

Protagonist struggles with feelings towards Jaysen and maintaining
boundaries, complicated by compliments like liking the dimples.

Teammate
Teasing

Teasing highlights evolving friendships and the protagonist's internal
struggle, set in the competitive setting of college sports.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Vulnerability and Build Honest Connections

Critical Interpretation: In the whirlwind of chaotic evenings and tender

morning-after moments, you learn that vulnerability isn't a weakness

but a gateway to deeper, more genuine human connections. Amidst the

tea party of banters and games, it's those unexpected apologies and

candid interactions that reveal true camaraderie and acceptance. By

lowering your guard and allowing others to see even the most

unpolished aspects of yourself, you create an environment where

honest and meaningful relationships can flourish. This chapter

encourages you to embrace the nuances of being your authentic self,

fostering bonds that transcend surface-level alliances, especially in

competitive or high-pressure settings. Let openness pave the way to

forming bonds that stand the test of time and circumstance.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Six

In the early days of October, life on the hockey team intensifies as the

 presence of coaches becomes a daily occurrence. The strength and

conditioning coach evaluates the players' progress, while the assistant

coaches supervise meals to ensure adherence to the nutrition plan. Colie, a

fellow teammate, has her attendance monitored by her goalie coach, Coach

Hein. The chilly weather becomes less of a reprieve as the players step onto

the cold arena, but October's allure remains strong for the protagonist, not

just for the hockey season but because of the vibrant autumn foliage and the

nostalgic scent of Halloween.

The protagonist describes a crucial meeting with the head coach, where he's

advised to invest more effort in the weight room—a sentiment echoed

frequently by his father in their conversations. Although confident in his

current strength proportional to his size, he faces a moment of self-doubt

when teammate Cauler points out a comparison made on the NHL Network,

highlighting a substantial difference in their bench press capabilities.

Cauler's playful taunt unexpectedly stirs a competitive spirit in the

protagonist, prompting a rare Sunday gym session.

During this session, Cauler appears unexpectedly, offering his assistance as a

spotter, emphasizing safety—a subtly appreciated gesture by the protagonist.

As the two engage in a candid interaction, an underlying tension seems to
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acknowledge their competitive dynamic. They both recognize the media

potential of their on-ice pairing, particularly with the prospect of one being

credited for the other's success—a prospect Cauler jestingly threatens to

expose if it arises.

Later at study hall, the protagonist struggles to focus on his Italian

homework amidst the looming exhibition game—a crucial event for his draft

prospects. His distraction leads him to check the NHL prospect rankings,

where he remains the top candidate despite height-related insecurities. An

unexpected message from Jaysen Caulfield, Cauler’s real name, hints at a

forced initiative by their team captain, Zero, to foster harmony between the

two competitors.

This text conversation reveals snippets of their personalities, as they

exchange favorite bands, colors, and movies. Despite initial reluctance, the

protagonist participates, revealing a bit of himself as they discover a few

commonalities. Yet beneath the banter lies a shared understanding of the

professional rivalry that binds them.

The protagonist reflects on the challenges of forming genuine connections

beyond his childhood friend Nova, realizing that while the conversation with

Cauler doesn’t pave the way for friendship, it serves to ease team tensions

for their captain's sake. In this evolving dynamic, the protagonist navigates

the intricate balance between competition and camaraderie, a theme
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underpinning his journey through the hockey season.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Seven

Chapter Seven captures a pivotal moment in a young hockey player's life,

 bringing intense focus on his sport during an exhibition game in Ontario.

The protagonist, who wears a Hartland jersey adorned with "James III" and

the number 17, finds himself entirely consumed by the game, trying to

remain calm with a repetitive mantra. Even though this game doesn't

officially impact his statistics, the pressure to perform is immense, especially

with his teammate and potential rival, Cauler, sharing the ice and the

spotlight.

As the protagonist navigates this high-pressure environment, he encounters a

student reporter during a break. The impromptu interview becomes

overwhelming as questions about his growing competition with Cauler

surface. Despite feeling threatened by Cauler's rising stock and the

possibility of losing his top draft position, he maintains composure and

emphasizes teamwork, stating that regardless of draft order, collaboration on

the ice is what truly matters.

This delicate balance between rivalry and fellowship is further complicated

by Cauler's presence. Their dynamic is characterized by friendly

competition, but there's an underlying tension due to the protagonist's fear of

being overshadowed, potentially impacting his career trajectory and familial

legacy. He grapples with expectations, feeling pressure to live up to the
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illustrious careers of his father and grandfather, both top draft picks in their

time.

The return to the locker room brings a shift in focus as Coach outlines a new

play strategy, though the protagonist's mind remains elsewhere. He is

haunted by the insecurity of being eclipsed by Cauler and questions

everything he thought he was destined for. Despite this inner turmoil, he

scores a goal, contributing to the team's 3–0 victory, solidifying his relief

more than triumph.

On the ride back, a message from his sister Delilah distracts him. It's about

an article celebrating a retired NHL star, Aaron Johansson, coming out as

gay. The protagonist reflects on the conservative culture of hockey and his

own fear of coming out, desiring more active representation in the sport.

While a significant step for the hockey world, it's not enough for him to feel

secure in his identity. The protagonist grapples with the weight of societal

expectations, contemplating the harsh realities of acceptance in a

traditionally macho sport. His longing for change is exacerbated when

Cauler notably acknowledges his public post on the subject, hinting at

another layer of their complex relationship and shared understanding.

Amidst this backdrop of competition, identity, and the prospect of love and

acceptance, the protagonist's journey continues, intertwined with his rivalry

with Cauler, the pressure of familial legacy, and the hopes of living
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authentically in a challenging world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Maintaining composure and teamwork amidst rivalry

Critical Interpretation: In the face of fierce competition and mounting

pressure, you are reminded of the enduring importance of composure

and teamwork. The protagonist, despite being overshadowed by

Cauler, manages to rise above personal anxieties by focusing on

collaboration on the ice. This key point underscores the value of

maintaining a calm demeanor and prioritizing joint efforts, particularly

when competition threatens to spark discord. In your life, this can

inspire you to navigate rivalries not as battles to be won or lost, but as

opportunities to strengthen communal bonds and uplift one another.

By doing so, you can cultivate a supportive environment where mutual

growth and shared victories outweigh individual accolades.
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Chapter 8: Eight

In Chapter Eight, the protagonist faces the anxiety of the regular hockey

 season’s start, with a significant match in Colorado. Despite internal

reassurances, there's pressure to outshine a peer, Cauler. As the team travels

to Denver, the protagonist is sandwiched between Dorian and Barbie on the

flight. Engaged in a last-minute assignment, the distractions, including

Dorian’s offer of aggressively loud music and mid-flight conversations,

emphasize the internal chaos.

Dorian’s musical suggestions reveal a deep emotional resonance with

themes of depression and anxiety, relatable to the protagonist. Attempts to

manage stress continue into the night, compounded by a sleepless rest due to

Colie's snoring. Social media provides a brief respite with Nova, the

protagonist's old living mate and a rising star, prompting humorous

exchanges over her candid Instagram post.

The game against a fierce opponent tests the protagonist's restraint against

provocation, aiming to avoid penalties. Despite a brutal approach from a

defender, the protagonist's skill leads to a commendable performance and a

winning goal. Post-game, the team opts for a haunted house visit instead of a

movie, showcasing camaraderie strained by friendly jabs amongst

teammates, and highlighting the unexpected personal touch when Cauler, the

rival, holds the protagonist’s hand in the haunted house—a gesture filled
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with complex emotions.

Rather than getting past the uncomfortable tensions, the chapter delves

deeper with the room assignments. The protagonist’s hope to avoid sharing

with Cauler is dashed, creating an awkward, testing atmosphere, where

every shared space and interaction feels charged. An evening discussion

reveals personal histories and shared struggles, drawing parallels between

both players’ experiences with family and expectations.

This culminates in a revealing moment where Cauler casually unravels the

protagonist’s assumptions by casually speaking of past besties and close

friendships, including with Zero, highlighting a narrative undercurrent where

rivals can deeply understand each other's worlds. The scene builds towards a

quiet acknowledgment of mutual understanding—perhaps affection.

The chapter closes with Mickey resolving to “do one thing for myself

today,” inspired by Nova. In the next game, Mickey finds joy and purpose

anew, throwing himself into the match with childhood passion. The

protagonist’s conscious effort to find happiness through the game showcases

a gradual shift from insecurity to acceptance, threading through complex

relationships and rivalries. The chapter culminates as affirmations of

friendship emerge, signified by a victorious yet genuine moment with

Cauler, suggesting a budding transformation from animosity to camaraderie.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Nine

In this chapter, we explore the emotional and mental struggles of Mickey

 James, a promising hockey player with a prestigious legacy in the sport.

Mickey has been feeling relatively good, partly because his relationship with

Cauler, a fellow hockey player and his rival, has shifted from adversarial to

something more nuanced and charged. However, his moment of peace is

shattered by media scrutiny.

During a team meeting, Mickey's attention is drawn to a television segment

analyzing his and Cauler’s draft prospects. Hugh, an NHL Network analyst,

and his colleague Alyssa discuss how Mickey, despite his skills, lacks the

team-player attitude typically associated with leaders. Alyssa suggests

Cauler might overtake Mickey in value because of his leadership qualities.

The segment highlights Mickey's moments of emotional withdrawal and

how they’ve been perceived by others, illustrating the pressure and

expectations he struggles with.

Feeling attacked and misunderstood, Mickey withdraws temporarily into

himself. His friend, Dorian, reaches out, sensing the impact of the criticism,

but Mickey brushes it off. When his father calls, though, Mickey's sense of

inadequacy intensifies. His father's questions, though full of love and

encouragement, remind Mickey of how detached he's felt from his parents,

who have always had busy lives and now coach youth hockey, ironically
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spending more time with other kids than they did with him.

Mickey's internal turmoil spills over into his academic life, as he struggles

with depression that affects his focus during an algebra exam, leading him to

dissociate and experience a profound sense of emptiness. Professor Morris

notices and offers him a retake and advises him to seek counseling, but

Mickey is hesitant to formally acknowledge he needs help.

Despite feeling overwhelmed, Mickey is dragged to a concert by Dorian and

friends. It's Cauler’s favorite band, and Mickey is hyper-aware of Cauler's

presence and the unresolved tension between them. Throughout the concert,

Mickey and Cauler share moments that hint at deeper feelings, creating an

inner conflict for Mickey as he tries to reconcile his emotions with the

competitive nature of their hockey careers.

The concert acts as a backdrop for Mickey to confront his identity crisis.

Cauler challenges Mickey’s motivations, questioning whether Mickey's

living up to his family's expectations rather than pursuing hockey for

himself. Mickey finally vocalizes that he'd enjoy hockey more if it weren't

for the pressure of his family name, revealing a crack in the façade he's built.

He starts realizing he needs to play for his passion, not his legacy.

By the end of the chapter, Mickey feels a mix of liberation and continued

uncertainty. Acknowledging his struggles with familial expectations and
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mental health is a step, albeit a tentative one, toward healing and

rediscovering his love for the game. The close of the chapter leaves Mickey

with the realization that he must find his own path in hockey and life, one

that isn't weighed down by external pressures but driven by his own desires

and happiness.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Ten

In this chapter, the protagonist, Mickey, navigates a whirlwind of emotions

 and confusion in the midst of what appears to be a budding and unlikely

friendship with his hockey rival, Jaysen Cauler. Mickey has just finished

showering when he receives a playful tweet from Cauler. The tweet

humorously suggests a love triangle involving Mickey, Cauler, and a girl

both were seen with on campus. Despite the absurdity of the situation,

Mickey and Cauler enjoy fanning the flames of their rivalry by responding

to and laughing at these online speculations together.

Their exchanges often skirt the line of flirtation, leaving Mickey conflicted

about his feelings towards Cauler. This uncertainty is only compounded by

Mickey's academic struggles, as he grapples with disappointing midterm

grades that threaten his eligibility to play hockey. Though he carefully

conceals his deepening feelings of depression, calling himself out on his

privilege, he finds subtle comfort in his banter with Cauler, who expresses

concern over his grades.

Simultaneously, Mickey observes his roommate, Dorian, dealing with his

own academic stresses—a reminder that everyone carries unseen burdens.

Their casual conversation shifts to speculation about sexuality, with Mickey

nervously probing if Cauler's teammate, Zero, knows about Cauler's

orientation. The discussion turns lighthearted again, showcasing their banter
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filled with mutual teasing about tattoos, piercings, and supposed rivalries,

revealing that both enjoy the tension and camaraderie they share.

Mickey tries to play it cool, battling both the heat of the room and his racing

heart from Cauler's unexpected admission that he finds Mickey "pretty okay

to look at." Their exchanges become a comfortable yet charged negotiation

of boundaries and attraction, eventually lulling Mickey to sleep with his

phone still in hand. Upon waking, Mickey half-expects the previous night's

conversation to have been a dream, but the messages are real—cementing a

new and complicated layer to his relationship with Cauler.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The chapter illustrates the power of genuine connection

amid life's chaos.

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of Mickey's tumultuous world

filled with academic struggles and emotional confusion, he discovers

an unexpected bond with his rival, Jaysen Cauler. Their unique

connection, born out of witty banter and mutual respect, offers a

lifeline of authenticity in Mickey's otherwise overwhelming

environment. This narrative teaches you the value of genuine

connection and camaraderie, reminding you that even in challenging

times, forging meaningful relationships can offer comfort and clarity.

Just as Mickey found peace and motivation through his interactions

with Cauler, you, too, can seek out and nurture those connections that

bring light and perspective into your life, guiding you through

uncertainty with newfound strength and understanding.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Eleven

In this chapter, the protagonist, Mickey James III, is celebrating his

 eighteenth birthday alongside his teammate Cauler, both of whom have

become eligible for the NHL draft. Amidst preparations for an upcoming

game, Mickey is unexpectedly questioned by reporters about a proposal to

raise the draft age to nineteen. Though initially caught off guard, Mickey

candidly expresses support for the idea, reflecting on the personal growth

he’s experienced in college and the desire to explore life beyond hockey.

Mickey's internal conflict becomes apparent as he balances the dream of a

professional hockey career with the comfort and camaraderie of his current

team at Hartland. Among teammates like Dorian, Barbie, Delilah, and his

rival-turned-romantic interest, Cauler, Mickey finds himself increasingly

distracted by his growing feelings for Cauler. These feelings intensify as

they collaborate on the ice, showcasing a seamless synergy and competitive

drive that pushes Mickey to improve his defense to match Cauler’s skill set.

During a match, Mickey’s team performs outstandingly well against the

opponent, the Lakers, and Mickey achieves a hat trick. However, tensions

flare when a player from the opposing team, Clarkson, reacts violently.

Mickey, fueled by protective instincts for Cauler, ends up in a fight with

Clarkson. Despite being overpowered, this show of loyalty and bravado

surprisingly elevates his reputation, reinforcing his draft stock as a tough and
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dedicated player.

Following the game, Mickey navigates personal turmoil and support from

his friends and family. While acknowledging criticism from his siblings and

grappling with his strained relationship with his father, he finds solace in an

unexpected admiration from the hockey community and his peers.

Mickey's relationship with Cauler reaches a turning point. Amid their

practice routine, Mickey and Cauler’s mutual attraction culminates in a

private moment of intimacy on the ice. They both realize they are on the

same page romantically, leading to a heartfelt and physically charged

encounter further away from prying eyes.

The chapter highlights Mickey's evolution, both personally and

professionally. He acknowledges the duality of his desires—his career and

his connections—whilst recognizing Cauler as a significant part of his life

beyond their rivalry. As Mickey reflects with his friend Nova, he

understands that although relationships and achievements cannot solely

resolve deeper personal issues, they offer meaningful experiences that

contribute to his overall sense of fulfillment and belonging.
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Chapter 12: Twelve

Chapter Twelve Summary

The protagonist is struggling with a mix of loneliness and anxiety as they lay

in their dorm room, unable to sleep due to their looming responsibilities and

impending changes. They feel disconnected despite being used to solitude

and are preoccupied with upcoming hockey games, academic pressures, and

the uncertainty of their future hockey career, especially if they are drafted by

a city they feel detached from.

In an effort to find comfort, they visit Jade and Delilah, two friends who live

in the same dorm building. They are trying to distract themselves from the

anxiety of potentially being separated from their current team, the Royals, a

close-knit group they have grown to care about deeply. The protagonist is

conflicted between their longing to stay at Hartland and their career goals in

the NHL, recognizing they might have to sacrifice personal desires for

professional aspirations.

The chapter also touches on themes of identity and visibility, as the

protagonist is trying to navigate personal relationships and public scrutiny,

notably worrying about a conspicuous hickey and the image they present to

the world. They feel pressure from both media attention and the internal fear
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of being replaced or overshadowed.

At a hockey game, they find solace in friends Jade and Delilah but are

distracted by thoughts about their value to the team and their connection

with a teammate, Cauler. When Cauler points at them during a game, it

triggers emotions of admiration and anxiety about their position on the team

and future prospects.

Simultaneously, the protagonist's roommate, Dorian, faces his own struggles

with depression, feeling overwhelmed despite external success and support.

This revelation leads to a bonding moment between Dorian and the

protagonist, as they both share vulnerabilities. They find comfort in

recognizing each other's struggles, forging a deeper friendship.

Later, Dorian opens up to Barbie, another close friend, about his mental

health, revealing the dynamic of support among the group. The chapter

concludes with Dorian and Barbie sharing a comforting moment, illustrating

the importance of their friendship during challenging times. The protagonist

reflects on their need for connection and the value of these relationships in

navigating the emotional turbulence of their lives.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Thirteen

In Chapter 13, the protagonist grapples with the pressures of an upcoming

 NHL draft. The narrative focuses on the intense emotions and rivalry in the

sports world, combined with personal relationships and self-discovery.

Amidst this backdrop, the character discovers that his rival, Cauler, is

projected to be the top NHL draft pick, and a YouTube vlogger, Rhys

Sarnac, critiques him while praising another player, Alex Nakamoto.

Alex Nakamoto emerges as a formidable contender with exceptional

performance stats and potential to break existing records. However, Rhys

critiques the protagonist, Mickey James, for his physical stature, suggesting

that his size might hinder his impact at the professional level. Mickey tries

not to let these opinions affect him, but they linger as he deals with the idea

that his rivalry with Cauler might be overshadowing their careers.

The chapter also delves into personal turmoil and hidden emotions as

Mickey stumbles upon a video featuring the "hottest young guys in hockey,"

with Cauler topping the list. Mickey's past intimate encounter with Cauler

and his current feelings complicate his emotions further. The attraction and

tension between them become evident when they interact later in Mickey's

dorm room with their friends Dorian and Barbie, discussing various topics,

from death-themed projects to harmless flirtations.
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As night falls, Mickey receives a text from Cauler asking to meet in the

laundry room, sparking a mix of anxiety and anticipation within him. The

encounter leads to a candid moment where Cauler asks about the direction of

their relationship. Mickey is torn between keeping his guard up to protect his

future and his burgeoning feelings for Cauler. Ultimately, an intense and

passionate kiss signifies an unspoken acknowledgment of their true feelings,

blurring the lines between rivalry and romance.

Throughout the chapter, the protagonist wrestles with self-doubt, societal

expectations, and the conflicting emotions involved in balancing his career

aspirations and personal life. The blend of humor, tension, and vulnerability

paints a complex picture of a young athlete navigating the tumultuous world

of competitive sports and personal identity.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Fourteen

In Chapter Fourteen, the protagonist finds himself caught in the whirlwind

 of a high-stakes hockey rivalry that has taken both the internet and his

personal life by storm. The chapter opens with a humorous account of a viral

tweet that captures him making a disgusted face at his rival, Cauler, adding

fuel to their growing online rivalry. Despite the playful banter, the

protagonist is preoccupied with a more pressing issue: coming out to his

family.

The backdrop of Aaron Johansson's public coming out weighs heavily on

him, as does a comment from Delilah, his close friend, labeling him as

hetero. These thoughts keep him awake the night before his upcoming game.

During his sleepless night, a conversation with his teammate, Jaysen,

unfolds, hinting at the beginnings of a deeper relationship.

Game day arrives, and the protagonist is visibly exhausted. His family's

arrival, including his beloved sisters, offers a moment of warmth amid the

stress. He shares tender reunions with them, revealing the emotional distance

he feels from his parents, who seem more interested in his hockey career

than his personal struggles.

The chapter vividly depicts the protagonist’s internal conflict as he navigates

the excitement of his family's presence and the anxiety of coming out. A
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surprise visit from Nova, a former romantic interest, adds another layer of

complexity. Her presence, alongside his teammates' curiosity about their

relationship, highlights the protagonist’s tangled emotions and the

perception of his personal life by others.

As the game progresses, the protagonist is torn between his pride for

Delilah’s performance on the ice and his own impending game. His father's

presence in the locker room, delivering a motivational speech, further

complicates matters. Despite his father's legendary status in the hockey

world, the protagonist struggles with their strained relationship and the

pressure of living up to his father's legacy.

The chapter closes with a reminder of the professional implications of his

performance, as scouts from the NHL and the Sabres are present. This

looming opportunity reignites his internal conflict about balancing his

hockey ambitions with his true identity and where he truly belongs.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Fifteen

In Chapter Fifteen, the tension on the ice is palpable as the protagonist's

 team, the Royals, faces off against the Eagles. The match begins with high

expectations as the Royals' players demonstrate their skills with flawless

passes. The opponents, however, do not seem as focused, allowing the

Royals to gain an initial advantage. Dorian, one of the protagonist's

teammates, fires a shot that goes wide, but the puck bounces strategically,

setting up an opportunity for Cauler, another key player, to score, which he

does brilliantly. The excitement is vivid, with the arena erupting into cheers.

However, new challenges soon emerge. The Eagles bring in Ralph Lu, their

freshman goaltender, whose impressive skills turn the tide of the game. His

performance rejuvenates the otherwise lackluster Eagles, forcing the Royals

to reconsider their strategy. Ralph Lu, likely a name to remember in future

drafts, complicates what was expected to be an easy match for the Royals.

Amidst the family and friends in the audience, including the supportive duo

of the protagonist’s parents, there’s a lingering pressure with scouts present

to evaluate the Royals for future opportunities. The blunt reality hits when

the Eagles’ players begin trash-talking, trying to psych out the protagonist,

who—though not typically quick with retorts—feels the frustration build.

Despite the intense pressure, Cauler manages to score a stunning goal,
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highlighting his prowess and unsettling the protagonist. The Royals expected

to dominate, given the Eagles' poor record, but find themselves struggling,

even as personal rivalry begins to emerge within the team dynamics.

Interactions between team members reveal subtle friction. Cauler’s biting

comments underline the mounting tension and personal stakes within the

team. As time dwindles, Coach’s pep talks are imperative. Yet, as the game

reaches a critical junction, the protagonist’s internal conflict reaches a

crescendo. A misjudged decision in the last seconds leads to no goals,

pushing the game into overtime and causing personal guilt over the missed

opportunity to shine in front of scouts.

Cauler’s sharp remarks serve as a painful reminder of the protagonist’s

misstep, pointing out the deviation from their rehearsed plays. The chapter

concludes with a depiction of this friendly rivalry and the complex

interpersonal dynamics within the top line—highlighted humorously in a

tweet calling them a "line of assholes."

This chapter vividly showcases the exhilaration and pressure of competitive

sports, the criticality of teamwork, and the personal struggles entwined with

ambition and expectations, all set against the backdrop of a crucial hockey

game.

Aspect Details
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Aspect Details

Game
Overview

The Royals face the Eagles with initial success due to flawless passing but
encounter challenges when Ralph Lu, the Eagles' skilled freshman
goaltender, strengthens their game.

Key
Players

Dorian, Cauler, and Ralph Lu. Cauler scores a stunning goal; Ralph Lu
impacts the game's dynamics, and Dorian sets up successful plays.

Tension
Points

                
                    Pressure from scouts in the audience evaluating players for
future opportunities.
                    Trash-talking from Eagles, adding to the pressure on the
protagonist and team.
                
            

Team
Dynamics

                
                    Subtle friction and personal rivalry within the team, especially
between Cauler and the protagonist.
                    Coach’s pep talks aim to bolster team morale as internal
conflicts arise.
                
            

Game
Outcome

The game pushes into overtime due to a misjudged decision by the
protagonist, amplifying personal guilt and missed opportunities in front of
scouts.

Insightful
Moment

Cauler’s remarks highlight personal rivalry and deviation from plans,
adding humor with a tweet calling the top line a "line of assholes."

Chapter
Theme

The chapter explores competitive pressure, teamwork, ambition, and
personal struggles amidst an intense backdrop of a hockey game.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Overcoming Internal Conflict

Critical Interpretation: Even when faced with overwhelming pressure

and expectations, you're capable of overcoming internal conflicts and

seizing the moment. In the midst of personal and team challenges,

remember the protagonist’s journey: turning personal doubts and

missteps into learning opportunities that pave the way for growth. As

you navigate through life's competitive arenas, it's crucial to focus on

resilience and self-awareness, understanding that acknowledgment of

failures is a stepping stone towards improvement and future successes.

This teaches you that your response to internal struggles can define

not just the outcome of the moment, but your overall trajectory toward

achieving your ambitions.
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Chapter 16: Sixteen

In Chapter Sixteen, we find Mickey grappling with a tough loss for his

 hockey team, which ends in the first moments of overtime due to an

unlucky mishap. The somber atmosphere in the locker room is punctuated

by the coach's yelling, but Mickey is too numb to truly absorb it. Feeling the

weight of his team’s silent blame, he decides against showering there and

wants to escape unnoticed.

As he tries to leave the arena, he's intercepted by his father, a former hockey

star whose accolades are displayed on the arena walls. The encounter is

tense; Mickey perceives his father's concern as superficial, possibly masking

disappointment because scouts for the Sabres and his family, including his

close friend Nova, witnessed the defeat. Although his father attempts to

reassure him by downplaying the loss, Mickey is overwhelmed by

self-doubt, reflecting on how his performance might overshadow his

promising hockey future. His father suggests that depression, a condition

that affected his mother, might be a genetic possibility for Mickey too.

The conversation takes a turn when his father urges him to reconnect with

their family during the Thanksgiving break, proposing a visit to a doctor. For

Mickey, the idea of "home" doesn’t hold the customary warmth; he recalls a

nomadic childhood due to his father’s hockey career, leaving him without a

permanent room at their current house. Hurt, Mickey declines the invitation,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


stressing the lack of a real home environment during his youth.

Back in his dorm, Mickey reaches out to his sisters via a group chat, seeking

the solace of their company—and perhaps a few drinks—to drown out his

anxieties. Delilah, Mikayla, and Bailey, along with their friends Nicolette

and Nova, become his refuge. Meanwhile, Mickey's friends, Dorian and

Barbie, bring levity to the scene with their humorous camaraderie, offering a

bit of solace to Mickey by suggesting they'd stand against his father if

needed—even though Dorian once idolized the man.

As the night progresses, Mickey joins his sisters and their friends in Bailey's

senior dorm, an elegant and somewhat spooky mansion that once belonged

to the school's founder. The setting is a stark contrast to the starkness of his

own freshman dorm. Here, surrounded by the warmth and laughter of his

sisters, he begins to unwind, toning down the lingering anxiety from the

game with shared drinks and lighthearted jokes about their age differences

and responsibilities.

Bailey’s room becomes a temporary haven where the talk of ghost stories

and the casual vibe of their gathering let Mickey momentarily forget the

pressures of his sport and his disconnected family life. The room is alive

with conversation, but Mickey remains introspective, contemplating his

place within his family—and on the ice. As the night deepens, he soaks in

the chaotic comfort of his sisters' teasing and support, even as the thought of
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his team potentially blaming him for the loss looms in the back of his mind.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Seventeen

The chapter opens with Mickey, the protagonist, recovering from a night of

 heavy drinking. The setting is chaotic as Mickey wakes up with a hangover,

surrounded by his friends and family—Barbie, Dorian, his sisters, and his

friend Nova. It's clear that the previous night was filled with reckless fun,

especially after Mickey had tried to instigate a moment between Nova and

Barbie. Despite Mickey's debatable choices, his friends and family show

concern about his well-being, with humorous banter highlighting their close

relationships.

Mickey is anxious about a lack of communication with his friend Cauler,

feeling the weight of unresolved tension. Yet, the presence of his lively

sisters and Nova lightens the atmosphere as they prepare to head out for

breakfast.

When they arrive at a café near their campus, Mickey is still wrestling with

an inner turmoil about the impending separation from his sisters. They

exchange banter about future events, including Mikayla's upcoming wedding

and her unborn child. The conversation steers towards their father's

expectations as an athlete-focused figure, revealing shared familial

pressures.

The centerpiece of the chapter is Mickey's internal struggle and eventual
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decision to come out to his sisters and Nova about his bisexuality. Despite

knowing his family's acceptance, he grapples with nervousness until he

blurts out his confession. His sisters respond with warmth and support, with

Delilah expressing surprise at not knowing sooner. Their bond and

understanding are reinforced, lightened by humorous exchanges and the

offer of further discussions.

The chapter closes with a snapshot of Mickey's interactions on social media,

particularly with Jaysen Caulfield, a teammate. Their playful exchanges

reflect the camaraderie and competitive spirit inherent in their sports-centric

lives, bringing levity to recent tensions with witty back-and-forths. Mickey

navigates his complex world of relationships, responsibilities, and personal

identity against the backdrop of his athletic and familial commitments,

culminating in a sense of belonging and the comfort of being understood.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Eighteen

In Chapter Eighteen, the tension between the protagonist and his teammate

 Cauler reaches a boiling point when Zero, presumably a coach or mentor

figure, forcibly drags them out of their study environment and onto a campus

bridge. The two are reprimanded for their petty squabbles on Twitter, which

have become a source of embarrassment for their team. The promise of a

frigid cold sit-down looms over their heads until they resolve their issues, as

Zero demands maturity from them.

Cauler challenges the protagonist about his recent behavior, particularly

during a game that was observed by his father, a retired hockey player.

Feeling the stress of living up to his father’s expectations and seeking

recognition, the protagonist admits to his anxiety about playing in front of

his dad. Cauler reassures him, teasing about an alternative supporter—his

own mother—who is encouraging to a fault.

This conversation unravels Cauler's backstory. He shares how, inspired by

seeing a Black hockey player, he diverted from traditional sports expected in

his neighborhood. Despite a severe on-ice injury that once threatened his

career, he remains passionate about hockey, yet he desires more than just the

sport. He mentions his plan to support his brother's future law firm, tackling

civil rights, aligning with his dreams beyond the rink. This resonates with

the protagonist, who has yet to outline a life beyond hockey—though he
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once considered marine science.

The interaction is laced with tension, humor, and underlying affection. Their

banter gradually diffuses their argument, and Cauler’s sarcastic suggestion

of resolving their conflict with a public display of affection, heavily desired

by their peers, hangs in the air. The protagonist battles with the external

pressure and internal desire, conscious of their public status as top NHL

prospects and the weight such a relationship may carry.

As they return to the library, there’s a fragile peace, underscored by

unspoken words and unacted desires. They may not have reached a perfect

understanding, but communication has opened a path toward repairing both

their professional partnership and personal connection.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Nineteen

Chapter Nineteen: Understanding and Confrontation

As Thanksgiving break approaches, Mickey finds himself entangled in a

complex relationship with Cauler, marked by secretive encounters and a

telling hickey. The attention from his teammates shifts when they speculate

that Nova, another character in his social circle, might have been the source,

conveniently omitting Cauler's name, which Mickey suspects is deliberate.

During the Thanksgiving dinner with his hockey housemates, Mickey

receives a text from Cauler, whose real name is Jaysen. Their chat reveals a

glimpse into Jaysen's family life, particularly his incidents with cousin

Rashida involving a peculiar game called "barbarian ping pong." Mickey is

curious but amused. The conversation shifts to Jaysen playing cards with his

family, including his brother Shae, who is unlike Jaysen but greatly admired

by him. As Mickey and Jaysen exchange texts, Mickey struggles with

confusing feelings towards their undefined relationship, questioning if it

might be more than just friendship.

While they chat, Mickey's sister Delilah intrudes, teasing him about his

secretive texting. Despite Mickey's denial and assurance that he and Jaysen

are not dating, Delilah senses that this connection has somewhat improved
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Mickey's demeanor. This comment strikes a nerve in Mickey, leading to an

emotional reaction. He feels exposed and defensive, confronting his sister

with a flare of anger, which quickly overcomes him. Mickey storms off to

grapple with his emotions and seeks comfort in the kitchen.

The narrative takes a serious turn when Mickey reflects on his last text

exchange with his mother, revealing that he has been distant due to the

pressures of school and sports. While in the bathroom, Mickey embarks on a

heartfelt conversation with his mom, inquiring about his family history with

depression—a topic he never fully grasped while living with them. His

mom, understanding and caring, offers to call and discuss it in detail.

Later, Mickey finds himself alone, contemplating a medication pamphlet for

antidepressants—the same kind his mother takes. Despite the societal

advantages and pressures of being a successful athlete, Mickey battles inner

turmoil. His mind is fraught with guilt over feeling ungrateful for his life,

even with the promise of a bright future ahead.

Through his mother’s wisdom and medical counseling, Mickey learns that

depression is not discriminatory; it is a genetic illness that doesn’t correlate

with one's circumstances. This revelation leaves him in a state of resigned

acceptance, confronting his depression openly rather than denying it. This

chapter paints a vivid picture of Mickey’s struggle with self-identity and

mental health, capturing his journey to understand and embrace his reality
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amidst the expectations surrounding him.
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Chapter 20: Twenty

In Chapter Twenty, the story unfolds with Mickey James III returning to

 campus after Thanksgiving break, where his friend Dorian notices a fading

hickey on his neck, teasingly assuming it's from Nova, a fellow student.

Despite the mild embarrassment, Mickey finds comfort in discussing his

recent experience with antidepressants and their side effects with Dorian,

establishing a deeper bond over personal matters.

As Mickey enters the tape room, he attempts to hide the mark on his neck,

avoiding further teasing from his peers. He notices Cauler, a talented hockey

player and significant figure in Mickey's life, sitting in the back rather than

his usual spot. Cauler hands Mickey a stick of gum, and as Mickey chews it,

memories of their shared kiss flood back, underscoring the tension and

connection between them. Meanwhile, Barbie, another teammate, is

preoccupied with texting Nova, indicating his growing relationship with her.

Anxiety grips Mickey when the team begins reviewing footage of a game

they lost against the Canisius Golden Griffins. His father's influence looms

large in his mind, recalling how he would scrutinize Mickey’s every move in

past recordings, affecting Mickey's confidence and self-perception. Mickey

struggles to focus positively on the tape, feeling inadequate compared to

Cauler, who is consistently praised for his skill and hockey sense.
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During the review, Mickey witnesses a highlight where he made a successful

play with Barbie and Cauler, momentarily lifting the team's spirits. But

Coach quickly brings them back to reality, emphasizing that flashy plays are

meaningless without consistent wins. The critique hits Mickey hard as a

specific mistake he made is replayed, sparking feelings of self-doubt and

inadequacy. Coach singles Mickey out, instructing him to work on his slap

shots with Coach Stempniak, pointing out a skill deficiency that Mickey

feels strongly embarrassed about, especially considering his father's athletic

prowess.

The chapter delves deep into Mickey's internal struggle as he practices slap

shots with Coach Stempniak. He battles his own frustrations, hyper-aware of

his teammates’ possible judgment and his father's expectations. This

moment underscores the weight of legacy and personal identity, as Mickey

grapples with living up to the prestigious reputation of Mickey James II, his

father. Despite his continuous failures, Mickey's perseverance pays off when

he finally makes a successful shot, albeit amid a storm of emotional turmoil,

highlighting the duality of triumph and self-criticism.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Twenty-One

In Chapter 21 of the story, the lighthearted rivalry between Mickey James

 III, a talented hockey player, and his teammate, Jaysen Caulfield,

intensifies. The chapter begins with a recap of their recent performances,

where Mickey outshines Jaysen by eleven points, a fact that garners

attention on social media. Their playful banter is highlighted through a series

of tweets, showcasing their ongoing competitive but friendly relationship.

As the story progresses, Mickey experiences the joy of a spontaneous snow

day. Unaware of the traditions at his college, he inadvertently joins his

teammates in a snowball fight against the men's lacrosse team. Despite

finding himself in a precarious snowy predicament, his friends come to his

aid, illustrating the camaraderie and loyalty among teammates.

Their fun continues when the team gathers for an impromptu pond hockey

game with the women's team. This scene revives Mickey's fond childhood

memories of playing hockey with his sisters on a backyard pond,

emphasizing his deep connection to the sport and family. Partnering with his

sister Delilah, they dominate the ice, showcasing their ingrained synergy and

skill developed over years of playing together.

Caulfield and Mickey's banter extends to the ice, where their playful

exchanges and mock intimidation highlight their unique dynamic. Despite
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the competitive edge, there's an underlying mutual respect and friendship

between the two, forming the backbone of their supposed "rivalry."

In a related subplot, Nicolette, one of Mickey's friends, shares a media clip

in their group chat. The footage depicts sports commentators discussing

Mickey's growth and rivalry with Jaysen, crediting their competition for

pushing each other to new heights. While the commentators commend

Mickey's development and professionalism, Nicolette humorously points out

the potential for fanfiction stemming from their rivalry.

Curious and apprehensive, Mickey explores the fanfiction world online,

discovering a plethora of stories inspired by hockey players. This revelation

adds a layer of intrigue and self-awareness to Mickey's character as he

navigates his rising fame and the unexpected facets of being in the public

eye.

Through the interplay of rivalry, camaraderie, and self-discovery, this

chapter offers a snapshot of the complexities in Mickey's life as both a

talented athlete and a young man finding his footing in the world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Healthy Rivalries

Critical Interpretation: As you journey through life, let Mickey's

playful rivalry with Jaysen remind you of the importance of healthy

competition. Instead of being solely driven by a desire to outdo others,

focus on how competition can push you to excel, fostering growth and

learning. Embrace those around you who challenge you, as their

presence can propel you to new heights while deepening mutual

respect and friendship. Strike the balance between ambition and

camaraderie, knowing that true success often comes from teamwork

and mutual support. Let Mickey’s story inspire you to view rivals as

allies in disguise who can elevate your potential.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Twenty-Two

Chapter Twenty-Two centers around a party at the hockey house, celebrating

 the end of the semester and a temporary break from games and practices.

Despite the lively atmosphere, filled with keg stands, cheers, and friendly

banter among the hockey players, the protagonist, Mickey, finds himself

more engrossed in reading a fantasy alternate universe (AU) story where he

plays an elven rogue tasked with assassinating Cauler, a human prince, but

instead falls in love with him. Mickey initially claims to be hate-reading it,

but can't stop himself from being fixated on the story. 

Throughout the party, Mickey struggles with his feelings towards Cauler, a

die-hard Boston Bruins fan, while being a Sabres fan himself. As the night

progresses, he tries to gain Cauler's attention to show him the peculiar

fanfiction he has discovered. When Cauler finally checks his phone, Mickey

invites him to the attic to share the so-called "cringe material." Their

interaction in the attic reveals a deep connection, with both characters

enjoying their stolen moments of privacy away from the eyes of the world.

The conversation shifts when Mickey expresses concern about the

implications of fanfiction featuring both him and Cauler—it reflects people's

perceptions, teetering close to reality due to their hidden relationship.

However, Cauler finds the idea humorous and endearing, appreciating the

creative depiction, even if it's fictional.
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Back in the party, Mickey tries to drown out his emotions and confusion

with alcohol, engaging in an intense keg stand and beer pong games with

Delilah, his sister, and other party-goers. The atmosphere is vibrant, with

typical college antics and affectionate sibling rivalry.

Meanwhile, Sierra, a fellow hockey player, flirts with Mickey, although he's

not particularly interested. This interaction is juxtaposed against his

budding, yet complicated, feelings for Cauler, leading him to contemplate

how his parents might react to a potential relationship with Cauler compared

to a more traditional pairing like with Sierra.

Eventually, Mickey finds himself overwhelmed, both physically by the

alcohol and emotionally by his internal conflict. Cauler finds him struggling

and offers assistance, but the conversation between them is fraught with

tension. Mickey suggests that they should stop getting so close, fearing the

potential danger their relationship could bring. Cauler, however, questions

Mickey's stance, subtly revealing a desire for more. The chapter closes as

Mickey succumbs to the effects of alcohol, with Cauler supporting him

physically but leaving their emotional predicament unresolved. 

This chapter cleverly overlays the excitement of a college party with the

characters' inner turmoil, highlighting themes of identity, belonging, and the

complexities of secret relationships.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Twenty-Three

In Chapter Twenty-Three, Mickey wakes up feeling deep regret and

 self-loathing after drinking heavily the night before, despite being on

medication. Cauler, a reliable figure in Mickey's life, took care of Mickey

during the tumultuous night. Back in the dorm room, Dorian, Mickey's close

friend and roommate, expresses concern about mixing medication with

alcohol, highlighting the need for caution. The chapter shows Mickey's inner

turmoil and the struggle with self-image, accentuated by the unsent

messages to Cauler and the anxiety of social expectations.

The chapter progresses with Mickey tentatively visiting Cauler, who appears

relaxed but also concerned about the previous night’s events. Their

interaction reveals the underlying tension of their friends-with-benefits

arrangement amid the fear of emotional entanglement and public scrutiny.

Mickey's internal dilemma is palpable as Cauler queries about their

relationship, candidly expressing that he doesn't want to be just an option.

Despite the casual setup, there's an unspoken depth to their relationship.

Cauler’s invitation to spend time with his family over the break offers a

glimpse into potential growth beyond their current dynamic. This offer is

significant as it suggests a deeper connection, prompting Mickey to consider

the implications of being vulnerable and opening up to new experiences.
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In the end, Mickey’s decision to accept Cauler’s invitation indicates a small

step toward embracing the complexities of his feelings, highlighting the

ongoing struggle between maintaining a protected persona and the yearning

for genuine connection. The chapter closes with a tender moment that

underscores an evolving relationship marked by shared intimacy and

tentative hope.
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Chapter 24: Twenty-Four

Chapter 24 begins with the protagonist, Mickey, nervously awaiting the

 release of his grades after finals. He's confident about his performance in

some subjects, like Italian, but uncertain about others, such as algebra and

his college writing paper. Although hopeful about maintaining a GPA above

2.0, Mickey aspires to achieve academic success similar to that of his

friends, Dorian and Cauler, even if he knows it won't happen overnight.

As the winter break starts, Mickey finds himself feeling emotional watching

his friends Dorian and Barbie leave. It's a shorter break for him, and he

dreads the day when he'll have to part ways with them permanently. Before

they leave, Dorian reassures Mickey that they've successfully completed

their first semester, and Mickey takes comfort in their camaraderie.

Once they are gone, Mickey and Cauler wait for their ride to Boston with

their friend, Zero. While spending time together in Mickey’s room, they are

interrupted by persistent notifications on Mickey's phone, which he initially

ignores. When a video call comes through, Mickey reluctantly answers,

expecting it to be his friend Madison, but is surprised to see his estranged

father.

Mickey is caught off guard by the call, as he has avoided contact with his

father since an awkward encounter back in November. His father, displaying
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evident nervousness, invites Mickey to join his sisters on a trip, having

already purchased a ticket for him. Mickey feels conflicted, resentful of his

father's past absence but tempted by the possibility of reuniting with his

siblings and perhaps rebuilding a family connection.

After agreeing to go, Mickey is left to process his emotions. He exchanges

messages with his sister Bailey, who bluntly points out Mickey's reluctance

to acknowledge the efforts their parents have made and urges him to

appreciate the love they offer. Despite his resistance, Mickey recognizes that

this trip might offer an opportunity to mend his strained family ties.

Chapter 24 ends with Mickey preparing to meet his family, navigating a mix

of resentment and hope as he considers the potential for reconciliation.
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Chapter 25 Summary: Twenty-Five

In this chapter, Mickey visits North Carolina, feeling the chilly weather

 more than he anticipated. As he reunites with his sisters, Madison, Delilah,

and Bailey, he's reminded of his family's dynamics and his own struggles

with mental health. The setting is starkly different from his earlier life in

Buffalo, with his parents' extravagant house feeling more like a museum

than a home. It's a place filled with luxury and security, symbolizing his

father's wealth and status.

Despite the grandeur, Mickey feels disconnected. The opulent environment

does not erase the emotional distance he feels from his family, particularly

his father, whose past decisions have left a lasting impact on him. The

chapter delves into the complexities of family relationships, as Mickey

navigates his unresolved feelings about being sent away for hockey at a

young age, missing out on the familial warmth and camaraderie he yearned

for.

The reunion brings out the old family tensions, with alcohol being a focal

point for Mickey and his sisters, serving both as a link to and an escape from

their reality. Mickey's unease is contrasted by Bailey's more accepting

attitude towards their father, highlighting different coping mechanisms

within the family.
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As the family stages holiday festivities, Mickey is confronted with the

question of whether he truly wants to pursue hockey, a path he was

seemingly destined for but one that never felt like his own choice. This

question becomes a pivotal moment of introspection triggered by his father’s

unexpected query about Mickey's true desires. It's an epiphany about his lack

of passion and choice in his life decisions, complicated by the revelation of

his depression's impact on his enjoyment of life's pursuits.

Mickey is wrapped in a mix of emotions as he longs for a sense of belonging

and direction. Conversations with his father reveal vulnerability on both

sides and an attempt at reconciliation. His father apologizes for past

decisions, expressing a desire for Mickey's happiness and offering

unconditional support for his son's future choices.

The chapter captures an emotional turning point in Mickey's life,

emphasizing the importance of self-discovery and acceptance, both from

himself and his family. It's a poignant reflection on growing up, regrets, and

the perpetual search for personal identity amidst familial expectations.

Through these interactions, Mickey begins the slow, uncertain journey of

reclaiming his agency, supported by the tentative yet genuine mending of

familial bonds.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Twenty-Six

In this chapter, the protagonist, Mickey James III, finds himself in a

 reflective period on a quiet college campus during a snowy January. Classes

are on hiatus for three weeks, giving Mickey time to ponder his future as the

NHL Draft looms six months away. His search history, loaded with terms

like "NHL prospect rankings," "marine science jobs," and "gay hockey

players," reflects his anxiety about career choices, his sexual orientation, and

mental health.

Mickey wrestles with expectations from his family, particularly his father.

While supportive of his sisters, his father's stance on Mickey's life choices

feels less certain. Mickey ranks high among NHL prospects, but his future

seems tightly bound by the expectations of the draft and the scrutiny that

accompanies being a public figure. He’s also concerned about his size

affecting draft status.

Amidst these worries, Mickey turns to his friend Nova for emotional

support. Despite her busy schedule, she offers to help him by gathering cute

penguin pictures as a coping mechanism for his upcoming difficult

conversation with Cauler, a significant person in Mickey's life.

Mickey confides in Cauler about his struggles with depression and

medication. He's trying to adjust to a new normal, a sentiment that resonates
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deeply as he nervously anticipates a changing relationship. Cauler listens

with an open heart, asking how he can help, which surprises Mickey. This

vulnerability marks Mickey's strength, as he acknowledges the weight of his

mental health challenges for the first time.

Their conversation unveils Mickey's fears about their relationship, as they

both face uncertain futures in professional sports. Mickey voices his desire

to maintain a connection with Cauler, despite the demands of an NHL career

that might separate them. Cauler expresses a reciprocal longing to be part of

Mickey’s life, suggesting that proximity could be possible if fate places

them on teams within a reasonable distance.

Inspired by Cauler's optimism, Mickey agrees to try nurturing their

relationship. Cauler, in a gentle, affirming gesture, asks Mickey to be his

boyfriend. The chapter closes with an emotional and hopeful note, as

Mickey accepts, and they cement their bond with a tender kiss while snow

falls softly around them.

The moment represents more than a simple romantic development; it's an

embrace of uncertainty and an act of courage to pursue happiness outside

societal expectations. As Mickey and Cauler walk back to meet their friends

Dorian and Barbie, holding hands offers warmth and comfort amid the cold,

symbolizing a thawing out of Mickey’s trepidation as he steps towards a

future he once feared.
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