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L ove and power collide in the financial world.
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About the book

In "King of Wall Street" by Louise Bay, readers are plunged into the
high-stakes world of finance where ambition meets desire, and love
intertwines with power. The story revolves around an irresistible billionaire
with the charm and grit to dominate Wall Street, but when he encounters a
fiercely independent woman who is unafraid to challenge his authority, the
tension ignites into a passionate dance that defies their carefully curated
lives. As secrets unravel and betrayals threaten to upend their carefully
structured existences, themes of trust, ambition, and the quest for true
connection come to the forefront. This sizzling romance promises not only
to enthrall readers with its steamy encounters but also to explore the intricate
balance of personal ambition and romantic vulnerability. Immerse yourself
in atale where the stakes are high and the rewards may just redefine what it

means to win.
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About the author

Louise Bay is a bestselling author known for her engaging contemporary
romance novels that often explore themes of love, ambition, and the
complexities of modern relationships. With a background in finance and a
keen understanding of the dynamics of high-powered lifestyles, Bay crafts
narratives that resonate with readers who appreciate both emotional depth
and sharp wit. Her ability to blend steamy romance with strong character
development has garnered her a dedicated fanbase, allowing her to
effortlessly navigate the worlds of both romance and drama. Bay's books
often feature captivating settings and memorable protagonists, making her a

standout voice in the genre.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

Chapter One Summary

In the first chapter, we are introduced to Harper, a junior researcher at King
& Associates, who experiences a tense meeting with the aloof and
demanding Max King, the powerful figure behind Wall Street's success
stories. Harper has been eagerly anticipating this opportunity, having
admired Max from afar throughout her academic journey. However, the
reality of working with him is disappointing. His officeis cold and
intimidating, areflection of his personality—blunt and uncompromising. As
Harper nervously awaits his feedback on her report about the textile industry

in Bangladesh, she feels immense pressure to impress him.

When Max finally reviews her work, he dismisses her efforts, criticizing her
for typos and alack of references while suggesting she could have done
more. His harsh feedback is a blow to Harper's confidence, which she had
built up after hours of meticulous research. She learns through their
interaction that Max's expectations are high; he values results over effort, a

mantra that echoes throughout her work life.

After the humiliating meeting, Harper steps out to grab Max's lunch order, a

pastrami on rye. On the walk, she commiserates with Donna, Max's
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assistant, who tries to provide perspective on Max’ s abrasive nature and
insists that he cares about his employees, despite his tough demeanor. The
narrative reveals that Max, although demanding, has shown loyalty to those

he respects, which paints a more complex picture of his character.

Returning from lunch, Harper moves into her new, small apartment in
Manhattan. Her friend Grace helps her settle in, and they joke about her
move and the challenges of living in the city. Harper's ambitions are clear:
she wants to prove herself in her career and move past her complicated
feelings about the absence of her father, who has reached out to remind her
of hiswealth. Despite her successes, she grapples with insecurities and

frustration toward Max, contrasting their ambitions against her upbringing.

The chapter ends with a humorous twist—Harper and Grace overhear an
enthusiastic sexua encounter from their neighbors, highlighting Harper's
current emotional state and setting up a contrast between professional
pressures and the personal facets of adult life in Manhattan. With a
newfound sense of determination to improve and a hint of intrigue from her
surroundings, Harper resolves to work harder to gain Max's recognition, all

while navigating the complexities of her new life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: High Expectations Drive Personal Growth

Critical Interpretation: Experience the unwavering truth that high
expectations—whether imposed by others or ourselves—can catalyze
profound personal growth. Just like Harper contemplates her
interactions with Max King, let the challenges and pressures you face
encourage you to rise above mediocrity. Harness the constructive
criticism, rather than being disheartened by it, and use it as fuel to
enhance your skills and knowledge, ultimately propelling you toward
success. Embrace the idea that discomfort and demand often lead to

the greatest advancements in your own journey.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

Chapter Two Summary:

Max’ s frustration with Harper Jayne, a new employee at King & Associates,
is building. He had managed to keep her at adistance for nearly two months,
but the more he attempts to ignore his attraction to her, the harder it
becomes. Harper isintelligent, eager to learn, and well-liked among her
colleagues, which should be ideal traits for aresearch assistant. Despite this,
Max often finds his thoughts drifting to inappropriate fantasies about her,
leading him to question his composure and professionalism in the

workplace.

With his mind divided between office distractions and personal life
obligations, Max struggles to focus on his work. His home life has recently
changed significantly with his fourteen-year-old daughter, Amanda, now
living with him full-time after her mother, Pandora, moved to Zurich for a
job. This adjustment, alongside Max's efforts to secure a new account with a
prominent investment bank, creates pressure that is compounded by his

contentious relationship with Harper.

When Donna, Max's assistant, enters to discuss their work schedule, she

subtly points out his distracted behavior, hinting that it may relate to Harper.
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Max brushes the concern aside, but the tension is pal pable as he
acknowledges that Harper’ s performance, though flawed, is better than he
initially presumed. The attraction he feels complicates his professional

judgment, making it difficult to separate work from personal impulses.

As hetriesto divert hisfocus from Harper, Amanda calls while he's at the
office. Their conversation reveals Amanda’s struggles as a teenager,
particularly her anxiety over potential dating for an upcoming school dance,
which adds another layer of concern for Max. He finds himself overwhelmed
by the challenges of parenting alone, especially since he has previously

enjoyed a more carefree relationship with his daughter.

L ater, upon returning to Connecticut, Max shares a pancake breakfast with
Amanda—a cherished weekend tradition. Their conversation touches on her
burgeoning self-awareness and desires, including her wishes for siblings and
her thoughts on hislove life. Max is taken aback by Amanda's candidness
about dating and even her playful suggestions to help him find a partner,
which highlights how much she is growing up and how quickly their family
dynamic is shifting.

Through moments of humor and connection, fatherhood becomes a source of
comfort amid Max’ s workplace turbulence. However, as Amanda navigates
her adolescence, Max isreminded of his responsibilities to both his career

and his daughter. He realizes the need for balance in their lives, but his
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thoughts inevitably drift back to the increasingly complicated situation with

Harper, leaving him to ponder his next steps.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Finding Balance in Work and Personal Life

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, Max's grappling with his
attraction to Harper amidst his responsibilities as a father and
employee serves as a potent reminder of the need for balance in our
own lives. Just like Max, we often find ourselves overwhelmed by the
competing demands of our personal and professional worlds. This
narrative inspires you to reflect on your own priorities and
relationships, encouraging you to carve out time for meaningful
connections, whether it’'s nurturing family ties or exploring new
friendships. It highlights that acknowledging and addressing these

complexities can lead to personal growth and a more fulfilling life.
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Chapter 3 Summary:

### Chapter Three Summary

Harper has spent three frustrating days waiting to hear from her boss, Max
King, regarding her Bangladesh report. Despite working hard to submit it on
time, their follow-up meetings have been canceled, leaving her feeling
ignored and unappreciated. In an attempt to clear her mind and escape the

stress of her job, she heads to the gym in her Manhattan apartment building.

Entering the gym, she finds it sparsely populated but ideal for her needs—an
opportunity to focus on her workout rather than her work conflicts. As she
prepares to exercise, she's approached by aflirtatious man at the gym who
comments on her appearance, prompting Max, surprisingly, to intervene.
That's when Harper discovers that Max is also aresident of her building,

unintentionally ruining her sanctuary.

Despite her efforts to avoid him after their encounter, Max ends up abruptly
leaving, continuing his cold demeanor that she's grown to resent. After
retreating to her apartment, Harper calls her friend Grace to vent about her
day. Grace suggests that she consider ajob with their father, an idea Harper
vehemently rejects. She still believesin the potential of her current job,

despite Max’ s difficulties.
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Throughout their conversation, Harper reminisces about how excited she
was to start her dream job, afeeling that has diminished significantly due to
Max's rude treatment. In a moment of comic relief, Harper shares her
annoyance about her noisy upstairs neighbors, leading to a mock discussion
about her relational prospects, which she dismisses since she's focusing on

her career.

Eventually, Harper's frustration boils over, and she decides to confront her
noisy neighbors. She storms up to their door to complain, only to be greeted
by none other than Max, who is shockingly shirtless. This unexpected and
awkward encounter leaves her exasperated, escalating the tension between
the two as they resume a conversation that swings from irritation to an

unexpected closeness.

In this chapter, the themes of workplace frustration, unanticipated personal
connections, and the struggle for professionalism in a personal realm
intertwine, setting the stage for further developments in Harper's relationship

with Max and her career ambitions.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the challenges in your professional life as
opportunities for growth

Critical Interpretation: Just like Harper had to navigate her frustrations
with Max and the challenges of her dream job, you too can find that
even in difficult work environments, there lies potential for personal
growth and deeper connections. Recognizing that setbacks and
conflicts can be part of the journey will empower you to confront
challenges head-on, inspire resilience, and open the door to
unexpected opportunities that may enhance both your career and

personal relationships.
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Chapter 4:

### Chapter Four Summary

Max finds himself desperately attracted to Harper, a colleague from his
workplace, asthey navigate a complicated moment in his apartment.
Emotions run high when Harper confronts him about hisloud music and the
disturbance it caused. Their professional relationship has been marked by
Max's aloofness, as he tries to control his overwhelming desire for her. This
encounter marks aturning point, revealing a different, more volatile side to

Harper as she expresses her frustrations with Max's behavior.

Asthe tension escalates, Max is torn between his yearning for Harper and
the rationalizations that keep him at a distance. He struggles with his grip on
self-control, drawn irresistibly to the physical connection they share.
Harper's assertiveness surprises him; she accuses him of treating her poorly
and calls him out on his unprofessional attitude. The line between boss and
employee blurs further as they exchange heated words, leading to an

unexpected passionate kiss that changes everything.
In the midst of their passionate encounter, feelings of guilt and desire

conflict within Max. Despite the warnings in his head about relationships

and boundaries crossing into dangerous territory, the physical attraction
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proves stronger as they give into the heat of the moment. Max is consumed
by his desire, forgetting about the risks and responsibilities that come with

being her boss.

After an intense night of passion, Max wakes up alone, grappling with the
reality of what transpired and the implicationsit carries for both him and
Harper. He worries about how he’ll face her at work, pondering whether to
treat their encounter as a one-time mistake or to acknowledge the deeper
feelings that have surfaced. Simultaneously, he must juggle his
responsibilities as a father to Amanda, a strong and perceptive young girl

who recognizes the complexities of adult relationships.

As Max interacts with Amanda during a shopping trip, he reflects on his
protective instincts as a father, particularly regarding her growth and
choices. Their banter reveals a strained yet loving relationship as they
navigate her transition into adolescence. Amidst their lighthearted
exchanges, Amanda's comments on Max's romantic life push him to
consider the broader implications of relationships beyond just his immediate

attraction to Harper.

In abalancing act between personal desires and parental obligations, the
chapter illustrates Max's struggles with maintaining hisimage as a
committed father while wrestling with the newfound complexities of

intimacy with Harper. The chapter closes as Max contemplates the
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conseguences of their night together and how it will change their dynamic in
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Chapter 5 Summary:

### Chapter Five Summary

In this chapter, Harper grapples with her recent encounter with her boss,
Max King, feeling amix of frustration and longing. Their lascivious
encounter has left her both exhilarated and conflicted. Max has since ignored
her, leading her to question her decision to hook up with him—a

complication she neither wanted nor expected in her professiona life.

As she cleans her apartment, her thoughts spiral into annoyance over Max's
apparent coldness and lack of acknowledgment following their encounter.
Her feelings are compounded when she's confronted by a beautiful woman
exiting the penthouse, likely the next romantic interest of Max, which only

adds fuel to her unease.

Harper heads to the laundry room to clear her mind and runsinto Amanda, a
precocious teenager. Their interaction provides a refreshing distraction;
Amanda shares her thoughts on her father and an upcoming eighth-grade
dance, revealing adesire for a sibling and a supportive father figure. Here,
Harper reflects on her own father's absence and the complex feelings that
arise from that experience. The conversation provides a heartwarming note

within her angst; she encourages Amandato assert herself and consider
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deeper connections over fleeting attractions.

After finishing laundry, Harper meets Grace at an art exhibition where they
discuss the absurdities of art and her ongoing predicament with Max. Harper
reveals her continued frustration with him but is resolved to focus on her
work. Grace sets her up with George, an architect. Their dialogue shifts to
shared experiences, initially filled with lighthearted banter until George
invites Harper to dinner. This proposal seems to excite her, and she startsto

envision new memories away from her tumultuous relationship with Max.

When she returns to King & Associates on Monday, Harper finds herself
unexpectedly face-to-face with Max. The recognition ignites old feelings and
unresolved tension. His initial surprise indicates amix of emotions as well,
hinting that their dynamic is far from over. The escalated anticipation in the
air sets the stage for future complicationsin their professional and personal
lives, leaving readers eager to see how Harper navigates her feelings for Max

while attempting to maintain her career integrity.
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Chapter 6 Summary:

Chapter Six Summary

Max finds himself in an awkward elevator confrontation with Harper, a
colleague he recently had a passionate encounter with. Asthey ride down
together, he attempts to excuse his absence from work by explaining that his
assistant, Donna, controls his schedule. Harper, clearly upset, chides him for
not communicating better. She points out that they live in the same building,
implying he could have gone to see her, which Max finds amusing despite
the tension. Their dialogue is filled with underlying sexual tension and

Max’ s fascination with Harper’ s fiery demeanor.

Asthe elevator reaches the basement, Harper tries to dismiss Max, but he
insists on talking to her, wanting to apologize for their earlier encounter,
which he reflects on with both guilt and desire. When she ultimately lets him
into her apartment, the atmosphere shifts dramatically, laden with
unresolved attraction. In aflurry of emotions, they engage in a heated kiss,
leading to them undressing and losing themselves in passion on Harper's
bed.

Their intimacy is raw and charged, with both pushing to understand their

feelings amidst the physicality. However, after the encounter, an unexpected
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tension arises. Max realizes he may have crossed a line by mixing business
with pleasure, as Harper reacts defensively to his admission that their actions
were inappropriate because heis her boss. The fragile line between their
personal and professional lives begins to unravel, leading them to confront

their feelings and the implications of their actions.

Max, despite his own discomfort, commits to making things right with
Harper, indicating his genuine interest in her as a person, not just a
colleague. The next morning, with thoughts still swirling from their night
together, he heads to work—his mind torn between his burgeoning feelings

for Harper and his desire to succeed professionally.

At the office, asurprising call from Charles Jayne, founder of JD Stanley
and Harper's father, invites Max to pitch for a potential business opportunity.
Max grapples with the realization of Harper's connections and begins to
guestion whether his feelings for her have been entirely genuine or partially
driven by her association with a powerful firm. Donna, his assistant,
inadvertently confirms his suspicions, leading him to confront Harper about

her family background.

When Harper learns that Max may have pursued her for her father’'s
connections, she furiousdly reects the notion that her relationship with Max
Is anything but genuine, leaving Max in a precarious position. Their

professional dynamics and personal emotions clash, culminating in
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confusion and frustration as they navigate their entangled lives, revealing

complexities of ambition, attraction, and the cost of mixing business with

pleasure.

Key Points

Characters
Involved

Initial Situation

Conflict

Tension Level

Turning Point

Post-Encounter
Tension

Max's
Commitment

Professional
Complications

Conclusion

More Free Book

Details

Max, Harper, Donna

Awkward elevator encounter between Max and Harper after a
passionate night.

Harper is upset over Max's lack of communication and his excuses
regarding work absences.

Underlying sexual tension evident in their dialogue, with Max amused
by Harper's temperament.

After reaching Harper's apartment, they share a passionate kiss and
engage in an intimate encounter.

Max feels guilty about mixing business and pleasure, prompting
defense from Harper regarding their appropriateness.

Max shows interest in making things right with Harper, indicating
deeper feelings for her.

Max receives a call from Harper's father, raising suspicions about his
motivations for pursuing Harper.

Harper rejects the idea that their relationship is influenced by her
father's connections, leading to confusion and frustration between
them.
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Chapter 7 Summary:

Chapter Seven Summary

After atumultuous encounter with Max King, Harper seeks solace with her
friend Grace at abar in Tribeca. Asthey sit down with drinks, Harper
confesses the shocking news that Max hired her for her job at King &
Associates due, in part, to her estranged father, who is a prominent figurein
the investment banking world. The revelation unsettles Harper, especially
since her father’ s absence from her life has largely been defined by their lack

of communication, primarily limited to legal channels over the years.

Grace, intrigued by the dynamics, presses Harper for details about her
relationship with Max. As the conversation unfolds, it becomes evident that
Harper is grappling with feelings of humiliation and conflict about her
workplace romance and her father’ sinfluence on her career. Despite
Harper’ sinstinct to quit her job, Grace encourages her to stay, arguing that
she should not let her father’ s legacy dictate her worth. Grace believes
Harper has a unique opportunity to prove herself by landing a prestigious
account tied to her father's firm, suggesting that despite how she got the job,
it's her talent that should shine through.

Back home, emboldened by drinks and Grace's encouragement, Harper
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decides to confront Max about working on the JD Stanley account,
showcasing her determination against the backdrop of her complex emotions
towards both Max and her father. However, when she arrives at Max's
apartment late at night, the line between professional ambition and personal

desire blurs quickly.

Max welcomes her in, and their prior chemistry ignites as they engagein
flirtation. Asthey navigate intimate conversations about their respective
backgrounds and Harper’s strained relationship with her father, it becomes
clear that their attraction is undeniable. Despite their original intentions to

keep things professional, physical attraction takes over in a heated moment.

As the chapter progresses, Harper realizes the extent of her feelings and
desires for Max while reaffirming her commitment to prove her capabilities
in a male-dominated field. The seductive tension escalates, leading to a
passionate encounter between them. Harper's inhibitions dissolve as she
embraces the carnal connection, blending their professional rivalry with
overwhelming attraction. In this emotionally charged moment, both
characters wrestle with the implications of their actions and the possible

conseguences for their professional and personal lives.
In the end, the chapter captures the complexity of Harper's situation as she

finds herself in the throes of passion, complicating her professional

aspirations and relationships, all set against the glittering backdrop of New
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York City nightlife. The chapter concludes with a sense of exhilarating chaos
as Harper surrenders to the moment, leaving readers anticipating the

ramifications of their choices.
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Chapter 8:

#i# Chapter Eight Summary

Max stands outside the meeting room, feeling conflicted but determined as
he places a sign reading “War Room” on the door. His colleague, Donna,
and Harper both show interest, with Max's focus on Harper's attractive
features making it hard for him to concentrate. Having recently returned
from a personal encounter in Las Vegas, he recognizes that keeping their
relationship professional is vital. Max addresses his team—Jim, Marvin, and
Donna—emphasi zing the significance of their upcoming pitch to JD Stanley

and the need to gather as much information as possible.

As he delegates tasks, Max tries to maintain a sense of professionalism while
wrestling with his feelings for Harper. Marvin already has background
information on JD Stanley, showcasing his dedication. Harper reveals she
has insights into the company’ s investment choices, impressing Max with
her preparedness. She suggests a strategy for securing a lunch meeting with
JD Stanley, asserting that being assertive is key. Max realizes Harper's
expertise could be valuable, deciding that both he and Harper will present

together at the pitch, athough he feels nervous about her inexperience.

Their planning session is productive, as they decide to meet daily for
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updates, pushing everyone to think creatively and strategically. However,
Max's personal life intrudes when he heads home to spend time with his

daughter, Amanda, and his sister, Scarlett. Amidst the chaos of dinner
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Chapter 9 Summary:

Chapter Nine Summary

Harper is preparing for aday of eighth-grade dress shopping with Amanda,
her boss Max's daughter. On the phone with her friend Grace, Harper
expresses relief that her attraction to Max has diminished after discovering
he is afather, arevelation that unsettled her. Memories of her own distant
relationship with her father surface, fueling her disappointment in Max’s
secrecy about his daughter. As Harper mentally prepares for the shopping
trip, she reflects on her disdain toward Max's character and grapples with her
complicated feelings toward him, particularly given their recent intimate
past.

When Amanda arrives, the dynamic shifts awkwardly as they share ataxi to
the boutique. Amanda is excited about the dress shopping, while Max seems
disconnected and preoccupied with his phone. Harper feels uncomfortable in
the presence of both Max and Amanda, yet she realizes Amanda deserves a

day of fun, far from her seemingly indifferent father.
Inside the boutique, Amanda tries on dresses, and Harper supports her with

gentle guidance, bypassing the revealing ones to find something more

age-appropriate. Max's reaction to Amanda's choices reveals a protective
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side; he admires her beauty while expressing concern over her growing up
too quickly. As Amanda finds a beautiful dress that delights both Harper and
Max, the genuine bond between father and daughter becomes evident,

contrasting sharply with Harper's memories of her own father's neglect.

After a successful shopping trip, Amandainsists on celebrating their
achievement, despite Max's initial reluctance. Heisvisibly pleased,
describing their closeness and family living arrangements more than Harper
had imagined. This newfound perspective on Max—him being involved in
his daughter’ s life—challenges Harper's judgment of him and complicates

her emotions further.

Asthe trio heads to Serendipity, afavorite restaurant, rain beginsto fall,
adding urgency to their arrival. In the midst of the chaos, Amanda's childlike
excitement contrasts with Harper's growing sense of unease about her place
in this familial setting. Thunder rumbles above, while Amanda jokes about
her father's lack of etiquette in complimenting women, hinting at her desire
for himto find a partner. Harper isleft contemplating her feelings and the
implications of Amanda's wishful thinking, realizing that the boundaries
between them and the complicated nature of their relationships are more
intricate than she initially thought.
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Chapter 10 Summary:

### Chapter Ten Summary

Max found his day out with Amanda and Harper unexpectedly pleasant.
During the train ride back to Connecticut, Amanda animatedly discussed her
new dress and how much she enjoyed Harper's company, an assessment that
intrigued Max. Though he felt unsure about inviting Harper over for dinner
or the upcoming dance, Amanda’ s happiness became his priority.
Speculating about Harper’ s true feelings about him led Max to reflect on
how much he wanted her around, and whether she had secretly chosen a

dressto get back at him for his previous rudeness.

The familial dynamics at home became a source of light-hearted
interrogation when Max’ s sister Violet inquisitively questioned him about
Harper. Max deftly dismissed Violet's playful jabs about relationships, al
while grappling with his own thoughts about Harper. The evening continued
with the arrival of Scarlett, another sister, who brought up her friend April in
asomewhat pushy manner about dating Max. He deflected her insistence but
felt conflicted when his sisters focused on Amanda’ s enthusiastic

endorsement of Harper.

Max’ s daydreaming about Harper was reinforced when he realized he had
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never bothered about how Amanda viewed the women in his life before her.
The conversation with his sisters turned to Amanda revealing her beautiful
new shoes, prompting memories of how Harper helped with the shopping. It
was clear Harper had impressed Amanda, making her approval work in

Max’s favor—a complicated mix of professional and personal admiration.

Later in the week, Max found himself in atight spot at the office as he
followed up on alunch invitation with Charles Jayne, Harper’ s father, as she
recommended. He knew leveraging Harper’ s connection to her father could
be advantageous for his business, but he wrestled with the ethical
implications of using her in thisway. The call to Margaret, Charles's
assistant, proved tricky. Wanting to create awin-win situation, Max pressed
for alunch meeting and, after some maneuvering, secured an appointment.

Y et, victory felt tainted by the potential manipulation of Harper's familial

ties.

Feeling guilty about taking advantage of Harper’s connection, Max climbed
the stairs to her apartment with an extravagant gift—Jimmy Choo shoes—to
express his gratitude for her help with Amanda. However, as he knocked on
her door, he questioned whether gifting an employee from hisinner circle
was appropriate. The excitement in Harper’s eyes upon seeing the gift was

mixed with apprehension as she processed its meaning.

Max knew he had information about the lunch arranged with her father to
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reveal, but when they spoke, the chemistry between them made the moment
charged. Harper's reaction to the shoes indicated she was uncomfortable, and
Max's invitation to dinner felt muddled by recent developmentsin their
relationship. As the atmosphere thickened, Barbara found Max's close
proximity overwhelming, and the playful energy turned into a more
complicated exchange about her father. Seeking to clarify the lines of their
professional and personal lives only led to mutual disappointment and

confusion.

After a series of miscommunications, Max decided to retreat, feeling regret
over both the gift and the awkward situation regarding lunch with Harper's
father. The emotional responses to their interaction culminated in Max
leaving her apartment, realizing that he had muddled the boundaries he
intended to maintain. This chapter of Max's life closed with doubt, as he | eft
feeling guilty and uncertain about his decisions regarding both business and

personal interactions with Harper.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

Chapter Eleven Summary

As Harper prepares for a crucial lunch meeting with her father and Max
King, timeistight, and Max's absence adds to her anxiety. Harper hasn't
heard from Max since their last encounter, the weight of unspoken words
hanging between them. Determined to make a good impression, she dons a
tailored navy dress, her lucky interview suit, signifying her readiness to

connect both personally and professionally.

At last, Max arrives, and they share a silent cab ride uptown, filled with an
uneasy tension influenced by their recent intimacy and their contrasting
lives. Harper wrestles with her feelings about Max, noting the awkward
moments that reveal his vulnerability behind his confident exterior. The
lunch meeting is important not only for professional reasons but to finally

prove herself to her father.

Arriving at La Grenouille, Harper is hit by nostalgiafrom her past visits with
her father, which fills her with apprehension. Her father, dressed
impeccably, demonstrates his domineering nature as he engages with Max.
The atmosphere feels charged with unspoken power dynamics as Harper

struggles to showcase her worth under her father’ s indifferent gaze.
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Max attempts to defend Harper in the face of her father's critical comments
about her lack of experience. Despite his support, Harper finds herself
grappling with old wounds stemming from her father’s neglect and criticism.
She recalls the painful memories of waiting for him as a child, seemingly
indicated by his focus on superficial signs of success rather than their

strained relationship.

The meeting stirs up emotions, but Max's dynamic presence reassures her.
He guides the conversation artfully, drawing her father's insights while
keeping control of the interaction. Harper is struck by Max's charisma and
skill in navigating these professional waters, even as she struggles with her

tumultuous feelings about her family dynamics.

After the meeting, Harper finds solace in her apartment, longing for an
escape from the day’ s emotional turbulence. Just as she reaches for tequilato
numb her feelings, Max shows up at her door. Their ensuing conversation is
laden with intimacy and tension. Harper is tempted to drink her sorrows
away, but Max intervenes, showing concern for her well-being and
suggesting they talk instead.

Their interaction turns into a moment of vulnerability. In their embrace, they

share a connection that brings Harper comfort, but it also reignites her desire

for more than just physical intimacy. The tension escalates as they flirt and
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tease, which culminates in a passionate moment of honesty about their

desires.

Asthey retreat to the bedroom, the mood transforms. With pal pable
chemistry, they engage in an encounter that blurs the lines between physical
desire and emotional connection. Each intimate moment reveal s the
conflicting forces of need, affection, and the complications of their
relationship. Amidst the pleasure, lingering doubts and aspirations intertwine
as they explore their bond, leading to a climactic release of emotions and

desires.

The chapter culminates with Harper on an emotional high, having navigated
the complexities of family tensions, professional ambition, and romantic
desires, leaving her at a crossroads, contemplating the implications of her
relationship with Max and her father. She discovers a balance between
vulnerability and strength, fueled by the undeniable attraction to Max, who,
despite their differences, provesto be a source of both comfort and challenge

in her life.
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Chapter 12

Chapter Twelve Summary

Max emerged from the bathroom, startled to find Harper motionless in bed.
Thelir previous night had been intense—an exploration of both passion and
the unspoken complexities of their lives. Asthey began discussing Harper's
relationship with her father, who seemed to dominate her life despite hislack
of affection, tension underlined their conversation. Harper, reflecting on her
father's neglectful behavior, revealed her independence and disdain for any

handouts from him.

Max shared his past with Pandora, the mother of his daughter Amanda,
touching on their friendship and complicated circumstances surrounding
Amanda's unexpected birth. Their mutual absence of aformal commitment
was contrasted with Harper's hopeful yearning for familial connections. An
unexpected sense of intimacy developed between them, underscored by their
shared silence and laughter, showcasing the bond that was blossoming in the

wake of raw vulnerability.
The mood shifted as they turned from serious reflections to flirtation. Max's

deepening attraction to Harper was palpable, and soon their conversation

turned back to physical chemistry, culminating in an intimate encounter. The
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passion was el ectric, blending tenderness with primal desire, as Max lost

himself in the experience of pleasuring Harper.
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Chapter 13 Summary:

Chapter Thirteen Summary

In this chapter, Harper, ayoung professional, is overwhelmed with anxiety
as she heads to a pivotal meeting with Goldman Sachs to deliver a pitch that
could yield substantial profits. Despite her preparations and a solid rehearsal
with her boss, Max, her nerves escalate as they approach the venue. The
pressure to impress not just the clients but also her father, who has always

doubted her abilities, weighs heavily on her mind.

Max attempts to soothe her during their cab ride, suggesting that a dinner
with his daughter Amanda might help brighten her spirits. Unexpectedly, he
reveals that Amanda seems to want to set them up, making their relationship
feel even more complicated. Asthey arrive at the office, Harper braves the
meeting but soon finds herself stumbling under pressure. When the clients
steer the conversation away from her prepared presentation, she becomes
flustered and strugglesto find her footing, all while witnessing Max
effortlessly handle the questions with charisma and confidence. She feels
like she' sfailing her opportunity.

L ater, feeling the weight of her perceived failure, Harper retreats to her
home and struggles to unwind after the disastrous meeting, worried that Max

Dlgrid

More Free Book R
[0
Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

now thinks less of her. When he arrives unexpectedly, pouring two glasses
of wine and joining her in the bath, he offers comfort and wisdom. He uses
the example of basketball legend Michael Jordan, emphasizing the
importance of embracing failures as a stepping stone to success. His support
resonates with Harper, and she recognizes his genuine intent to help her

grow.

Their dialogue escalates to an intimate moment as they reconcile the day’s
events, leading to a passionate encounter. In arealm where professional and
personal boundaries blur, their connection deepens. Harper is overwhelmed
by Max’s desire and emotional support, realizing that their relationship has

evolved beyond physical attraction into something much more significant.

Asthey embrace, both physically and emotionally, Harper acknowledges the
depth of her feelings for Max, solidifying their bond amidst the complexities
of their secret affair. The chapter ends on a powerful note of intimacy,
highlighting their connection and the challenges they face as their
relationship devel ops against the backdrop of their professional lives.
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Chapter 14 Summary:

#H# Chapter Fourteen Summary

As the morning sun streamed through the office windows, Max greeted his
colleague, Donna, with a cheerful demeanor, a stark contrast to her skeptical
expression. Despite her concerns about his unusual happiness, Max wasin
high spirits, largely due to his recent intimate connection with Harper. He
found himself contemplating their relationship—was it ssmply afling, or
were they becoming something more significant? Max longed for a chance
to introduce Harper to hisfamily, but he also felt the pressure of his work,

particularly the upcoming JD Stanley account presentation.

Just as he was thriving in this personal bliss, he received a call from Charles
Jayne, acritical client. Max’sinitial optimism faded when Charles expressed
reservations about Harper’ s involvement in the pitch due to his desire to
keep business and personal matters distinct. Charles, who had prioritized
family tiesin his business by employing his sons, surprised Max with this
stance, leaving him conflicted. While he understood the need for
professional boundaries, Max felt awave of anxiety about delivering this

news to Harper, fearing it would hurt her.

After aquick coffee break to gather his thoughts, Max resolved to deliver the
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difficult message to Harper at the office, respecting her preference for
professionalism. When Harper arrived, he sensed the tension in the air as he
broached the delicate topic. He informed her that Marvin would replace her
on the JD Stanley team, prompting her to question if her previous
performance had influenced his decision. Max grappled with the truth: he
didn’t want to reveal the unfortunate ultimatum he had received from

Charles, which would only add to her distress.

Instinctively knowing Harper’s passion for the pitch, he felt torn between
professional imperatives and personal affection. Y et, when he finally
confessed what had transpired—disclosing that her father was behind the
decision—he set off atorrent of emotion. Harper reacted vehemently to the
perceived sabotage of her career, expressing her frustration at both her
father’ s actions and Max’ s acquiescence. She accused Max of prioritizing

business over their relationship, which he believed to be in her best interests.

Despite hisintentions, Max felt increasingly cornered. The explosion of
feelings created an emotional rift between them. As Harper stormed out,
dismissing him with a quiet yet piercing goodbye, Max was left grappling
with the ramifications of his choices, both in business and in his burgeoning
relationship with Harper. He resolved to seek out Harper later, hoping to
explain himself and mend the fracture that had formed between them,
though he wondered if he could find the right words to bridge the gap.
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Chapter 15 Summary:

#i## Chapter Fifteen Summary

Harper arrives at her friend Grace's Brooklyn apartment, emotionally
distraught after a confrontation with her father, Charles Jayne, and her
complicated romantic relationship with her boss, Max King. Harper grapples
with her feelings about her father's manipulative tendencies and Max's recent
decision to remove her from an important account at work, which she
perceives as a betrayal . Grace engages Harper in a conversation that explores
the possibility that her father may not be as controlling as she believes. They
discuss the lack of clarity in Charles's actions, questioning whether he truly
wanted to sabotage Harper’ s career or was simply trying to establish

boundaries between their personal and professional lives.

Despite her anger towards her father, Harper's resignation from King &
Associates serves as a painful reminder of her father's influence over her
decisions. Grace encourages her to confront these emotions rather than let
them dictate her happiness. They delve into Harper's complex feelings for
Max, as she realizes their relationship may have evolved beyond mere
physical attraction. Grace suggests that Harper might still harbor feelings for

Max, urging her to reconcile the situation rather than run away from it.
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As Harper beginsto piece together her feelings, she faces the decision to
reach out to her father. He has always impacted her life significantly, and
Grace believes that confronting him might grant her the closure she
desperately needs. Empowered by this thought, Harper decidesto call her

father, a daunting but necessary step for her growth.

After athoughtful conversation with her father, who unexpectedly admits his
failures and expresses a desire to reconnect, Harper finds herself in a place
of mixed emotions. She has managed to shed some of her resentment but is
left navigating the uncertainties of her relationship with both her father and

Max.

Returning to Grace's apartment, Harper is flooded with emotions about her
father and Max's decisions. Grace, recognizing the intensity of Harper’'s
feelings, pushes her to confront Max as well. She urges Harper to open her
heart and mind, reminding her that holding onto the past may hinder any
potential future happiness. With Grace's encouragement, Harper prepares to
turn her phone back on, thinking about the possibility of reconnecting with

Max and potentially having an honest conversation about their relationship.

The chapter closes with Harper at a crossroads, weighing her decisions and
the implications of her father’s actions alongside her feelings for Max, all

while grappling with the legacy of her father's influence on her life,
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Chapter 16:

Chapter Sixteen Summary

Max isin the kitchen preparing dinner while his sisters, Scarlett and Violet,
are supposed to help him. However, Scarlett notices that Max seems
distracted and questions his mood. Although he tries to mask hisworry, he
admits that Harper, a colleague who recently resigned, has been unreachable
for the past ten days. His concern escalates as he reflects on their
relationship and the impact of arecent work decision he made that affected

her.

Scarlett, intrigued, presses him for details about Harper. Max reluctantly
reveals that he removed her from acrucial pitch without considering her
feelings, especialy since the client is her father, Charles Jayne. This decision
not only cost Harper her position on the team but also strained their budding
relationship. Max recognizes that he inadvertently did something that he
couldn't take back, feeling the weight of regret and frustration for not

knowing Harper better.
Asthey discuss the situation, Max's sisters deduce that he has feelings for

Harper, prompting a back-and-forth questioning session that leads to Max

admitting there was intimacy between them. Max explains that their
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connection had been casual but meaningful, noting that they enjoyed each
other's company outside of their physical relationship. Scarlett and Violet

encourage him to reach out and make things right with Harper.
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Chapter 17 Summary:

Chapter Seventeen Summary

Harper is driving to Connecticut, feeling anxious about her decision to
borrow Grace's car to help Amanda, afourteen-year-old girl, prepare for her
dance. Despite her uncertainty about the trip, Harper is determined to fulfill
her promise to Amanda, motivated by her own past experiences of
disappointment with adults. Her thoughts are also heavily centered on Max,
her romantic interest and Amanda’ s father, from whom she had abruptly
distanced herself after atumultuous period where professional and personal

boundaries collided.

As she approaches Max's home, Harper isfilled with nervousness. The
house, awarm and inviting two-story clapboard, seems alive with family
activity as she counts four carsin the driveway. Upon arrival, sheis greeted
by Amanda, whose excitement alleviates Harper’ s apprehensions. The
warmth of the family atmosphere contrasts with her previous experiences at

Max's office, marking a significant shift in her emotional landscape.
Max greets Harper with afriendly demeanor that calms her nerves. Although

they have a complicated past—Harper having left her job at King &

Associates after an argument with him—M ax has no sign of anger, only
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gratitude for her presence. Asthey interact in the lively kitchen filled with
family, Harper feels a warm connection to Max, wondering what his feelings

are towards her now.

Max’s sisters, Scarlett and Violet, join the conversation, welcoming Harper
and praising Amanda s beauty. The dynamic between them hints at a deeper
familial bond and acceptance, which makes Harper feel more at ease. Thisis
further solidified when Max invites Harper to stay for dinner—a bold

gesture filled with unspoken intent.

As Amanda prepares for her dance upstairs, Max and Harper share a moment
that transitions from light banter to deeper, more vulnerable conversations.
Harper apologizes for her past behavior, acknowledging her mistakes both
professionally and personally, and Max reciprocates with his own apologies,
recognizing that he did not adequately consider her feelings when he

accepted an ultimatum from her father.

Their conversation reveals alingering affection between them. Max
expresses his desire for a genuine relationship, articulated through heartfelt
declarations of love, which surprises and moves Harper. Both characters
acknowledge the prior misunderstandings but express a willingness to invest

in each other moving forward.

Asthe emotional tension builds, their connection escalates to a passionate
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culmination, culminating in an intimate scene where physical closeness
deepens their bond. The chapter concludes with them reaffirming their love
for each other, with Harper feeling certain that it’s not too late for their
relationship. Their mutual commitment hints at a hopeful future,
emphasizing that they are ready to tackle life's challenges together, marking
atransformative moment for both characters as they step into a new chapter

of their relationship.
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