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About the book

In Leo Tolstoy's poignant narrative "Master and Man," the intricate

relationship between a wealthy landowner and his impoverished servant

unfolds amidst a treacherous journey through a snow-laden wilderness. This

profound tale challenges readers to reflect on themes of class disparity, the

nature of humanity, and the moral complexities of life and death. As the two

men traverse the desolate landscape, their contrasting values and priorities

come to a head, revealing the transformative power of selflessness and

sacrifice. Through vivid storytelling and deep philosophical insights, Tolstoy

invites us to consider what it truly means to be a master and, more

importantly, a man.
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About the author

Leo Tolstoy, one of the most esteemed writers in the world literature, was a

Russian novelist, philosopher, and social reformer born on September 9,

1828, in Tula Province, Russia. Renowned for his epic masterpieces "War

and Peace" and "Anna Karenina," Tolstoy's literary genius transcends

narrative storytelling, delving deeply into the intricacies of human morality,

society, and spirituality. His works often reflect his profound belief in

nonviolent resistance and his quest for truth, which led him to a radical

reinterpretation of Christianity, advocating for a life of simplicity and

compassion. A pivotal figure in the literary world, Tolstoy's influence

extends beyond literature, impacting political thought and inspiring

movements for social change across the globe until his death in 1910.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

Chapter Summary: The Death of Ivan Ilyich

The chapter opens in the private chambers of Ivan Yegorovich Shebek

during a break in court proceedings regarding the Melvinski case. A casual

conversation about a famous legal case shifts abruptly when a colleague,

Piotr Ivanovich, reveals the startling news of the death of Ivan Ilyich

Golovin, a respected member of the court. The announcement is met with a

blend of shock and self-serving thoughts from the men, as they begin to

contemplate the implications of his death on their own career prospects and

social obligations.

As the men rediscover their self-interest amid condolences, details emerge

about Ivan Ilyich's prolonged illness—an ailment both mysterious and

lamented by those who knew him. Their conversation reveals not only their

superficiality but also the societal expectations surrounding death, such as

paying respects to the grieving widow, Praskovya Feodorovna. Piotr

Ivanovich, spurred by a sense of obligation as a former friend and colleague,

decides to visit the Golovin household, fully absorbing the weight of the

situation yet distracted by thoughts of how this may benefit his own family's

connections.
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Upon arrival at the Golovin residence, Piotr encounters the muted solemnity

of the funeral preparations. He navigates through the unsettling emotions

that arise from the presence of the deceased, haplessly crossing himself and

feeling an odd mix of discomfort and detachment as he observes Ivan

Ilyich's corpse. The body, once familiar to him in life, now conveys an

unsettling beauty and finality that leaves Piotr introspective and uneasy.

In conversation with Praskovya, she divulges the harrowing details of Ivan

Ilyich's final days, expressing her suffering, which, momentarily, facilitates a

deep reflection in Piotr about the fragility of life and the inevitability of

death. Yet, just as he begins to grasp the gravity of mortality, the

conversation shifts to practical matters—specifically how she might secure

financial resources from the government following her husband’s death.

This reveals her self-interest as grief mingles with the palpable need for

support, underlining the tensions between personal sorrow and societal

expectations.

As the funeral service commences, Piotr grapples with his emotions amidst

the rituals and solemnity—an experience punctuated by distractions from the

formalities. The chapter closes with an acute awareness of the duality of

grief—a genuine loss overshadowed by the mechanics of life moving

forward. Ivan Ilyich’s death resonates as a poignant reminder of mortality

for Piotr and other attendees, yet life continues on, driven by social

compulsion and personal ambition.
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In this chapter, Pasternak explores themes of death, alienation, and social

pretense, laying the groundwork for deeper considerations of what it means

to live authentically amidst the facades of societal expectations. Through the

character of Piotr Ivanovich and his reflections, the reader is invited to

contemplate the very nature of grief and self-interest in the face of mortality.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The inevitability of death inspires us to live authentically.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of life and

death, faced with the poignant truth that your time is finite. As you

reflect upon the stark reality of mortality revealed in Ivan Ilyich's

story, you might feel a stir within—a powerful urge to shed the layers

of societal expectations and live your truth. The awareness that life

can change in an instant propels you to prioritize meaningful

relationships, pursue your passions, and embrace the moments that

truly matter. This realization encourages you to cast aside the trivial

concerns of daily life and instead focus on what brings genuine joy

and fulfillment, urging you not to wait for a tragic event to remind you

of the preciousness of the present.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In the opening scene, Gerasim, a caretaker, rummages through clothing to

 find the coat of Piotr Ivanovich, who has just left a grim gathering focused

on death. The smell of incense and the presence of a corpse weigh heavily

on Piotr Ivanovich, making his retreat into the fresh air seem like a blessing.

He decides to visit Feodor Vassilievich, indicating a social life still carries on

despite the somber occasion.

The narrative then shifts to Ivan Ilyich Golovin, who reflects upon his life,

marked by a mundane yet tragic trajectory. Dying at just forty-five, he had

ascended to a position within the Court of Justice, a field often populated by

individuals who held their places through long-standing service rather than

competency. Ivan Ilyich was the product of a family steeped in bureaucratic

traditions—a family that valued external appearances over genuine virtue.

His father, Ilya Yefimovich Golovin, was a Privy Councillor and a model of

the inefficacious civil servant, collecting a comfortable salary while

contributing little of substance.

Ivan Ilyich, despite being the brightest of his siblings, grew into a man

conforming to expected social standards and responsibilities without

questioning them—a "phénix de la famille." He navigated his education at

the School of Jurisprudence with a sense of duty, ultimately cultivating ties

with the elite of society. With a penchant for following societal norms, he
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left for a provincial appointment after graduating and molded his life around

his official duties while also engaging in social frivolities.

As he settled into his role as the Governor’s special assistant, Ivan Ilyich’s

life blossomed with the charm and allure of his social engagements,

although he remained relatively proper. When changes in legal institutions

called for new personnel, he transitioned to the role of examining magistrate

with eagerness, finding excitement in the renewed authority and control over

those in his jurisdiction.

In this capacity, Ivan Ilyich sought to maintain a disciplined lifestyle,

making new acquaintances while adhering to an image of respectability. His

marriage to Praskovya Feodorovna, viewed as the epitome of a suitable

match, initiated the unpredictable complexities of domestic life. Though

married life began with hopes of continuity in pleasure and social propriety,

the pregnancy of Praskovya quickly brought unforeseen strains to their

relationship. 

Her jealousy and demands escalated into conflicts, creating a discordant

home that overshadowed Ivan Ilyich’s earlier hopes for marital bliss. As

Praskovya’s complaints grew more pronounced after each child’s birth, Ivan

Ilyich retreated into his professional responsibilities, seeing them as an

escape from domestic discontent. He resolved to limit his expectations from

marriage to its conveniences rather than its emotional richness.
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His career flourished, leading to a promotion as assistant public prosecutor.

However, family life continued to fray under the weight of Praskovya's

increasing dissatisfaction, amplified by financial strains and the loss of

children. Their home turned into a space of quarreling and emotional

detachment, wherein real moments of connection became ephemeral islands

amidst turbulent waters. Nevertheless, Ivan Ilyich continued to find solace in

his work, seeking validation through authority and public esteem rather than

through family ties.

Years passed, with Ivan Ilyich contenting himself to exist primarily through

his roles as a civil servant and socially respectable individual—a path that

felt both chosen and imposed upon him. The bleak realities of his private life

contrasted sharply with his professional successes, which sustained his sense

of self even as domestic dissatisfaction brewed around him. The narrative

encapsulates the silent struggles of a man trapped between the expectations

of society, the burdens of family, and his own quest for

meaning—ultimately building towards a confrontation with mortality that

looms ahead.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

In the chapters that follow, we delve into the life of Ivan Ilyich Golovin, a

 man who has dedicated himself to a conventional and socially acceptable

existence. Married for over seventeen years to Praskovya Feodorovna, their

family life is rife with tensions, particularly concerning the education of

their son, with Ivan preferring the rigorous School of Jurisprudence while

Praskovya insists on a high school as a form of defiance. Their daughter is

being educated at home and shows promise, but Ivan's frustrations primarily

center around his professional ambitions and their domestic challenges.

As Ivan Ilyich settles into his career as a public prosecutor, he finds himself

overshadowed by a colleague, Hoppe, who unexpectedly receives a

promotion Ivan hoped for. This loss stirs deep discontent within him,

leading to a rift with his colleagues and a sense of isolation. By 1880, Ivan is

consumed by a pervasive melancholy, with financial strain from his previous

lifestyle choices compounding his discontent. Feeling unappreciated and

struggling with debts, he and Praskovya take a summer leave at his

brother-in-law's home in the countryside, where his dissatisfaction grows

unbearable.

In a bid to regain control of his situation, Ivan decides to travel to Petersburg

to lobby for a better position with a higher salary that he deems necessary

for his lifestyle. His journey unexpectedly proves successful; he learns about
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upcoming government reshuffles that favor his interests, thanks to the

intervention of an old acquaintance, Zakhar Ivanovich. This connection

ensures his return to the Ministry of Justice with a significant salary

increase. Ivan's elation upon learning of his promotion rejuvenates his

outlook and temporarily reconciles his relationship with Praskovya.

Upon returning home, Ivan is revitalized, joyfully sharing his triumph with

his family. As their lives settle back into a routine, they move into a new,

lavishly decorated home reflecting their elevated social standing. Ivan's

meticulous attention to aesthetic detail fills him with pride, transforming his

home into a reflection of a prosperous lifestyle, though it remains

indistinguishable from that of others in their social class. While he basks in

domestic bliss at first, he becomes increasingly obsessed with maintaining

this ideal image.

Despite minor disagreements with Praskovya about the upkeep and expenses

of their lifestyle, their life continues in a predictable rhythm. Ivan's

professional environment is meticulously compartmentalized, allowing him

to maintain a facade of civility while engaging in the formalities of legal

proceedings. His days are structured, and his evenings spent socializing with

high society mirror the superficiality he loathes yet embraces.

Ivan's social circle becomes increasingly exclusive, intentionally alienating

those he perceives as beneath them. As the couple cultivates connections
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with influential figures, Ivan becomes particularly invested in his daughter

Lizanka's prospects, entertaining the notion of introducing her to eligible

suitors. The opulence of their life provides a veneer of happiness, but

beneath this surface lies an evolving dissatisfaction and tension that will

ultimately challenge the very foundations of Ivan's existence.

As these chapters unfold, we witness a man striving for acceptance within

societal norms, grappling with personal ambition, social expectations, and

familial turmoil. This pursuit of a 'correct' life and the façade of success

raises poignant questions about authenticity, happiness, and the impact of

social pretense on personal identity. The harmony he sought seems fragile,

setting the stage for an inevitable reckoning with the deeper truths of his life.
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Chapter 4: 4

In this chapter, the seemingly mundane life of Ivan Ilyich Golovin takes a

 troubling turn as he begins to experience vague but persistent discomfort.

Initially dismissing his symptoms—a strange taste in his mouth and a vague

heaviness in his abdomen—he eventually realizes that these feelings cannot

simply be brushed aside. The effect of his growing discomfort strains his

relationship with his wife, Praskovya Feodorovna. Their life together, once

light and pleasant, devolves into frequent quarrels, revealing the latent

tensions and contrasting natures in their marriage.

Praskovya begins to resent her husband further, perceiving in him a difficult

temperament that she believes has always been a burden to her. This

self-pity isolates her from compassion for Ivan, making her wish for his

demise while also recognizing the financial repercussions such a fate would

bring. Meanwhile, Ivan becomes increasingly irritable and, under the

pretense of dealing with his illness, turns his frustrations outward onto his

family, exacerbating the disharmony in their home.

Seeking to address his ailments, Ivan visits a doctor, but the encounter

proves disappointing. The doctor, steeped in the protocols of medicine, is

unable to reassure Ivan about the seriousness of his condition. Instead of

providing clarity, the doctor's indifference to Ivan's plight reinforces his

fears, and Ivan leaves the appointment feeling more distressed and
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frustrated. Caught in a spiral of anxiety over his health, he attempts to follow

the doctor's recommendations meticulously, but the lack of clear

improvement drives him to skeptically explore other treatments and

opinions, which only complicates his understanding and deepens his despair.

As Ivan's physical condition continues to decline, the psychological toll

becomes increasingly evident. He struggles with feelings of isolation, feeling

that those close to him—especially Praskovya—fail to comprehend the

gravity of his suffering. Despite his attempts to maintain a façade of

normalcy in social situations, he cannot escape the reality of his illness,

which gnaws at him, transforming moments of supposed joy, such as

playing cards with friends, into bitter reminders of his deteriorating state.

Amidst his declining health and strained relationships, Ivan's journey is

marked by an escalating confrontation with the inevitability of death, a

theme that highlights the existential crisis he faces. In his battle against his

ailments, he confronts not only the limitations of medical knowledge but

also the indifference of those around him, leading him to question the very

nature of his existence. Thus, the chapter concludes with Ivan caught in a

web of self-pity, resentment, and an increasing awareness of life's fragility,

setting the stage for a deeper exploration of his condition in the chapters to

come.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

In this chapter, we delve deeper into the emotional and physical turmoil of

 Ivan Ilyich, a character grappling with the reality of his deteriorating health

and its impact on his life and those around him. Throughout the narrative,

Ivan experiences profound alienation and despair stemming from his illness,

which he perceives as a poison both to himself and to his relationships.

The scene opens with Ivan Ilyich participating in a game of cards, but rather

than enjoying the game, he feels a growing disconnection from his

surroundings and the people present. He resents his partner’s reluctance to

engage fully, perceiving it as a slight against his strength. This moment

marks the beginning of Ivan’s recognition that he feels both physically and

emotionally incapacitated, further intensified by the grim realization that his

presence brings discomfort to others.

As Ivan’s illness progresses, he becomes increasingly aware of the physical

manifestations of his decline—his brother-in-law indicates a noticeable

change in him, which Ivan struggles to accept. He attempts to distract

himself by focusing on work and engaging in social activities, but his mind

is persistently drawn back to thoughts of his health and the troubling

ambiguity surrounding his condition. The medical insights he receives only

add to his anxiety, as he grapples with the prospect of having a "floating

kidney" and a general sense of deterioration—symbolic of his fear of
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mortality.

The chapter also introduces Ivan’s wife, Praskovya Feodorovna, whose

responses to his illness seem to lack genuine concern, deepening Ivan’s

feelings of isolation. As he observes their interactions from a distance, he

realizes that his struggles are largely unrecognized, leading him to retreat

further into his own despair.

The tone shifts dramatically as Ivan seeks out a friend who has access to a

doctor, hoping for clarity and a semblance of control over his health.

Following their conversation, which offers a glimmer of hope through the

promise of a possible resolution to his condition, Ivan momentarily

experiences relief. Yet, even during moments of supposed cheerfulness with

guests, the specter of his illness looms large, highlighting the contrast

between the façade of normalcy and his underlying dread.

As the night progresses, Ivan’s introspection reaches a climax. Alone with

his thoughts, he wrestles with the reality of death and the fleeting nature of

life. His body, once a source of strength, becomes a source of profound

anxiety. A sense of helplessness envelops him as he grapples with existential

questions—what happens after life, and why he is fixated on superficial

medical issues instead of confronting the deeper truth of his impending

death.
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In a moment of panic, he confronts his fears directly, acknowledging that

life is slipping away from him, and he is left torn between despair and

denial. Amidst a backdrop of distant celebration and ignorance from others,

he feels an overwhelming resentment. At the chapter's conclusion, Ivan's

breakdown is interrupted by Praskovya’s return, serving as a reminder of the

chasm between his suffering and the obliviousness of those around him. 

This exploration of Ivan Ilyich’s internal struggles underscores themes of

isolation, the human condition, and the stark confrontation with mortality,

setting the stage for further revelations about life, death, and the quest for

meaning in the face of inevitable loss.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The necessity of confronting our mortality to find true

meaning in life

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate the twists and turns of your

existence, allow the profound realization of your own mortality to

guide you towards authenticity and connection with others. Just like

Ivan Ilyich, who ultimately faced his deepest fears, you might discover

that acknowledging the fleeting nature of life can strip away the

superficial concerns that often cloud your vision. In embracing this

truth, you can forge deeper relationships, make choices that resonate

with your values, and live a life imbued with purpose and urgency. By

facing the inevitable with courage, you can transform despair into a

catalyst for profound personal growth, awakening you to the beauty of

every moment.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

In this section, we delve deeper into the psyche of Ivan Ilyich, a character

 grappling with the horrifying reality of his own mortality. The chapter

opens with a brief interaction between Ivan and a woman who attempts to

care for him, demonstrating her concern, but also highlighting Ivan’s deep

emotional turmoil and resentment. He feels an acute dislike for her,

showcasing a profound sense of isolation in his suffering. 

Ivan Ilyich's realization that he is dying plunges him into despair. Despite

understanding the concept of mortality, he cannot internalize that it applies

to him. He recalls a syllogism from his studies about mortality—“Caius is a

man; men are mortal; therefore Caius is mortal”—and rationalizes the idea

only applies to others, not himself. He reflects on his life, filled with

cherished memories, relationships, and experiences that seem to distance

him from the notion of death. 

In his struggle to comprehend his condition, Ivan oscillates between denial

and the harsh truth of his impending death. He attempts to shield himself

from this grim realization by immersing himself in his work as a judge,

clinging to old routines and familiar distractions. However, as he engages

with his colleagues, the relentless pain in his side becomes an undeniable

presence, disrupting his concentration and further compelling him to

acknowledge the truth he wishes to avoid.
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This existential conflict fills him with confusion and horror. He becomes

increasingly aware that the comforts he once relied upon—his work, social

interactions, and material possessions—fail to provide solace from the

inescapable reality of his suffering. In a poignant scene, he laments the irony

of his life, realizing that the pursuit of superficial pleasures and societal

approval culminated in an existence stripped of meaning. Even while

arranging the decor of his drawing room, a symbol of his aspirations, he is

reminded of the physical and emotional toll it has taken on him,

underscoring the futility of his efforts.

As Ivan grapples with these thoughts, he confronts the painful truth that he

cannot escape the inevitability of death. The chapter powerfully illustrates

his internal struggle, revealing the tension between the desire for

self-preservation and the crushing weight of reality, as he is left to ponder

the absurdity of his existence and the deep existential pain of impending

mortality. Ultimately, Ivan’s journey becomes not only about the physical

suffering from his ailment but also a reflection on the meaning of life itself,

leading him into profound self-examination and desperation.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

In this poignant chapter from Leo Tolstoy's "The Death of Ivan Ilyich," we

 see Ivan Ilyich grappling with the slow and painful disintegration of his life

due to a terminal illness. As his condition worsens, he finds himself

increasingly isolated from his family, friends, and even the attending

physicians, all of whom seem more concerned with his imminent death than

with his well-being. The transformation of his relationships serves to

highlight the painful reality of his situation—everyone around him is more

interested in what his death will mean for them than in his suffering.

Ivan's physical decline is mirrored by his emotional state. Sleep eludes him,

and while morphine offers temporary relief, it ultimately adds to his torment.

His once-favorite foods have become tasteless, and even the simplest bodily

functions become sources of shame and discomfort. Amidst this profound

suffering, he finds a surprising source of solace in Gerasim, a young peasant

who works in his household. Gerasim embodies a stark contrast to those

around Ivan; he is unsentimentally kind and genuine, serving him with a

cheerful demeanor despite the unpleasant tasks his health necessitates.

In their interactions, Gerasim offers more than just physical assistance; he

provides Ivan with a sense of compassion that is woefully lacking from the

rest of his social circle. Unlike the others who contribute to the fabric of

denial surrounding Ivan's impending death, Gerasim acknowledges the
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reality of the situation. He does not shy away from the unpleasantness of

Ivan's condition but approaches it with a refreshing honesty and willingness

to help, treating Ivan's illness with a dignity that others fail to offer.

As the chapter progresses, Ivan’s conflict becomes apparent. He burns with

frustration at the lies that wrap around him—lies from family and friends

who refuse to confront the truth that he is dying. Their avoidance deepens

his isolation and ignites a yearning for genuine sympathy, akin to the

nurturing care a child receives. In Gerasim, he experiences a flicker of the

comfort he craves, as the young man holds up his legs and engages him in

heartfelt conversation, providing both physical relief and a fleeting

emotional connection.

Tolstoy masterfully captures Ivan's inner turmoil and longing for compassion

through his deteriorating state and flawed relationships. The juxtaposition

between the honesty of Gerasim and the facade maintained by others

underscores a profound theme: the human need for acknowledgment and

authentic connection in the face of suffering and mortality. As Ivan

continues to confront his own mortality, his yearning for sympathy becomes

a poignant reflection on the nature of existence itself, drawing attention to

the deep-seated fears and desires that accompany the process of dying.
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Chapter 8: 8

In this passage, we observe the deteriorating health of Ivan Ilyich, a

 high-ranking official, as he navigates the agony of his terminal illness

intertwined with the contrasting indifference of those around him. His friend

Shebek’s visit hints at superficial social interactions that mask the deeper

realities of life and death. The narrative opens with a morning scene where

Ivan, surrounded by the echoes of routine, grapples with intense physical

pain and the emotional weight of approaching death.

As the day unfolds, the mundane actions of Piotr, the footman, serve to

emphasize Ivan's detachment and despair. The awful consistency of his

suffering supplants the passing of time; each moment is shrouded in physical

and existential distress. Even gestures of care, like offering tea or changing

his shirt, feel devoid of genuine concern, highlighting the isolation that

accompanies his illness. Each attempt at normalcy reminds him of the deep

chasm between the vitality of life and his own waning existence.

Ivan's interactions with caregivers, like the doctor and his wife Praskovya,

are characterized by a palpable tension between their optimistic façades and

the grim reality of his condition. The doctor arrives with a hollow cheer that

serves only to irritate Ivan, who is painfully aware of the charade being

played. Rather than addressing the life-threatening nature of his illness,

conversations are laden with medical jargon that feels remote and
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patronizing, suggesting a systemic failure to confront the precipice of

mortality.

Praskovya, in her eagerness to maintain appearances, embodies a mix of

annoyance and obligation. She insists on contributing to the façade of

normality, even scheduling social outings during Ivan's suffering. Her

concern often appears as more of a burden than support, showcasing a

poignant disconnect between her life's demands and his existential plight.

Ivan's feelings of resentment surface as he observes her seeming

preoccupation with social standards rather than genuine empathy for his

suffering.

As more characters enter the scene—family members in jovial spirits,

brimming with life and plans—Ivan is forced to grapple with the stark

contrast between their continued engagement with the world and his own

entrapment in a painful existence. Conversations about trivial matters

highlight the group's desperate attempt to avoid acknowledging Ivan's

condition, creating an atmosphere thick with unspoken fears. This collective

denial culminates in a silence filled with tension, where all parties recognize

the inevitability of death yet struggle to confront it openly.

Ultimately, the passage encapsulates themes of alienation, the farce of

societal norms, and the profound disconnect experienced by those nearing

death. Ivan Ilyich's pain transcends physical ailment, reflecting the stark
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truths of life, mortality, and the indifference of the living—a narrative that

compels readers to confront the deeper questions of existence and empathy

amidst suffering.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

In the chapters presented, the story revolves around Ivan Ilyich Golovin, a

 high-ranking judge who is grappling with terminal illness. As his life

unravels, Ivan’s internal turmoil and existential dread become increasingly

evident. At the outset, we see a moment of social interaction when Ivan’s

wife returns home late, highlighting an ongoing disconnect between them.

Despite a superficial concern for his well-being, Ivan reflects on the pain

that continues to torment him, feeling a sense of isolation in his suffering.

As the narrative progresses, Ivan falls into deeper introspection about his

life. His moments of clarity reveal a sinking realization that he has lived

according to societal and familial expectations rather than authentic desires.

Memories of his past bring both comfort and despair as he recognizes the joy

of childhood, which fades into the mundanity and triviality of his adult

life—the disillusionment that came with marriage, work, and societal

approval. Each recollection from law school to his career serves as a

reminder of how he had unknowingly descended from genuine happiness

into a life devoid of meaning.

The concept of death looms large as Ivan grapples with the idea that he has

wasted his life, and he is plagued by thoughts of pain and fear that seem to

grow more intense with each passing day. His wife and children, despite

their presence, intensify his sense of despair, appearing as embodiments of
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the social norms and lies that have shackled him throughout his life. His

physical condition deteriorates, leading him to reject the medical advice he

finds futile, further emphasizing his spiritual suffering.

A pivotal moment occurs when Ivan faces the pain of dying, prompting him

to question the purpose of his suffering. The realization strikes him that

perhaps his life was not lived correctly, though he battles the notion,

clinging to the belief that he did everything right by societal standards. As he

reflects on the reality of impending death, the dichotomy of hope and despair

plays out, leading to a deep existential crisis.

In the final days, Ivan experiences a tumultuous internal struggle, filled with

screams of denial and despair. Yet, in a moment of lucidity just before his

death, he recognizes that his life choice—the comfortable lies that once

seemed acceptable—has led him to this painful end. He finally comprehends

that it is not too late for redemption; it can still be righted.

As he reaches the moment of passing, surrounded by his family’s concern,

Ivan has a transformative experience. He begins to let go of the pain,

realizing that the fear of death (and existence itself) is illusory. His liberation

comes as he acknowledges the reality of love and the shared experience of

humanity. In his final moments, he embraces a profound understanding:

instead of death, he perceives an overwhelming light, a sense of joy. With

that insight, he surrenders to the inevitability of death, finding peace in its
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acceptance as he breathes his last. 

Through Ivan's journey, the text deftly illustrates themes of existential

reflection, the search for meaning in life, and the liberation that can come

from acceptance of one's truth, offering a poignant commentary on the

human condition.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

In the 1870s, the day after the winter festival of St. Nicholas unfolds in a

 small Russian parish, where the local landowner, Vassili Andreyich

Brekhunov, a merchant of the Second Guild, is preparing to leave for a

neighboring estate. He aims to secure a bargain price of seven thousand

rubles for a woodland valued at ten thousand, fearing that competing timber

merchants might seize the opportunity if he delays. Vassili Andreyich is

portrayed as conscientious yet cunning, manipulating local agreements to his

advantage while appearing generous to those dependent on him.

Nikita, Vassili Andreyich’s loyal laborer, stands out on this festive day,

having resisted the urge to drink, unlike his peers. A fifty-year-old peasant

who has spent much of his life in service rather than establishing his own

household, Nikita is well-regarded for his strong work ethic and amiable

nature, but struggles with alcoholism that occasionally mars his character.

Despite Vassili Andreyich’s lower-than-deserved wages, Nikita remains

loyal, accepting the situation as a necessary compromise while feeling the

sting of his employer's exploitation.

The narrative takes a deeper look at Nikita’s personal life, revealing a

strained relationship with his wife, Marfa, who has settled with another man

while Nikita tends to their children from a distance. His life is characterized

by a struggle for dignity and self-worth, highlighting the complexities of
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rural laborers in pre-revolutionary Russia. As Vassili Andreyich prepares to

depart, he exhibits a mix of arrogance and expectation that accompanies his

social standing, dismissing his wife's concerns about the harsh weather. She

urges him to take Nikita along for safety, to which he reluctantly agrees,

viewing the decision through the prism of both obligation and the desire to

uphold his position as master.

Vassili Andreyich's personality is further unveiled through his interactions.

He initially scoffs at the idea of needing assistance and teases Nikita about

his tattered clothing, illustrating a power dynamic that underscores their

relationship. As Nikita dresses for the journey, his modesty contrasts sharply

with Vassili's comfortable lifestyle. The narrative builds to a moment where

Vassili Andreyich's cavalier attitude sets the stage for the broader themes of

class disparity, loyalty, and the harsh realities of rural life in Russia during

this era. 

In summary, this chapter introduces the main characters and sets in motion

the events that will explore human relationships, social hierarchies, and the

intersection of personal ambitions with communal life. With the icy winds

and impending journey ahead, the stage is set for a compelling narrative that

will unfold against the backdrop of a rural winter landscape.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of compassion amidst class disparities

Critical Interpretation: Life often places us in positions of privilege or

servitude, much like Vassili Andreyich and Nikita. As you navigate

your own journey, remember that true leadership isn’t derived from

power over others but from the compassion you extend towards them.

Nikola’s unwavering loyalty despite his hardships teaches you that

recognizing our shared humanity is essential. Embrace empathy within

your interactions, as it shapes not only your character but the world

around you, reminding you that everyone is fighting their own battles,

deserving of kindness and respect.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

In this chapter, we follow Nikita and his master, Vassili Andreyich, as they

 embark on a snowy journey through the windswept landscape of their

village, Kresti. The chapter opens with Nikita preparing for the outing,

donning his kaftan and gloves under the watchful eye of a cook who advises

him to wear proper footwear. Nikita dismisses the concern, insisting he will

be fine for the short trip ahead.

Once outside, Nikita adjusts the straw in their sledge, which is being pulled

by Mukhorty, a horse that Vassili Andreyich takes pride in for his speed and

vigor. As they set off down the icy village street, they encounter playful

banter from Vassili Andreyich, particularly aimed at his mischievous son,

who clumsily tumbles off the sledge. However, it soon becomes evident that

the weather poses a challenge, as strong winds and snow quickly obscure the

road they travel.

As they venture further, Vassili Andreyich engages Nikita in conversation,

offering suggestions about acquiring horses and discussing their personal

lives, such as Nikita's family and responsibilities. Though Nikita struggles to

catch every word due to the howling wind, he responds with measured

indifference, suggesting he prefers to stay uninvolved in the affairs of others.

Their journey takes a turn when they lose the road, and, faced with the
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swirling snow, the two men are forced to navigate by instinct. Nikita begins

to assert himself more, suggesting they head in a direction away from the

encroaching snow while Vassili Andreyich hesitates, unsure. After some

deliberation, Nikita's keen observations of the changing landscape lead him

to conclude they have strayed onto Zakharov lands, a revelation that

surprises Vassili Andreyich.

Despite their disorientation, Nikita remains resilient, insisting they continue

straight, believing they will eventually emerge at a familiar location. As they

drive deeper into the snowy expanse, their situation grows dire—the horse

grows tired, and the landscape shifts unpredictably beneath them.

The chapter culminates in a moment of tension when Mukhorty stumbles

into a ditch, prompting Nikita to leap from the sledge to encourage the horse

and ensure they can continue. As they regroup, Vassili Andreyich speculates

about their whereabouts, but Nikita suggests they proceed onward, hinting at

the unknown yet yet steadfast in his determination to find a way through the

heavy snow, revealing his resourcefulness and resolve amidst the harsh

winter desolation. 

This chapter provides insights into the relationship dynamics between Nikita

and Vassili Andreyich, set against the backdrop of a challenging winter

landscape, highlighting themes of resilience, the bond between humans and

animals, and the navigation of both physical and social terrains.
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Chapter 12: 12

In this chapter, the journey of Vassili Andreyich and Nikita takes an

 unexpected turn as they attempt to navigate through a snowstorm toward

their destination, Goriachkin. Initially, they drive their horse, Mukhorty,

along a snowy path, eventually finding their way to the village of Grishkino.

Recognizing that they have drifted off course, traveling about eight

kilometers in the wrong direction, they still have five kilometers left to reach

Goriachkin.

As they traverse Grishkino, they encounter Isai, an old acquaintance of

Vassili and notorious in the region for being a horse thief. Isai informs them

of the proper route to Goriachkin, giving instructions to avoid the left turn

and keep to the winter road. Vassili and Nikita decide to press on rather than

stay the night, believing they can manage the remaining journey without

complications.

However, as they leave the village, a fierce blizzard worsens, hiding the path

under deep snow and making it challenging to see the roadside markers.

Despite this, Mukhorty, showing his intelligence and instinct, instinctively

navigates the road, allowing them to continue their journey. During the

drive, they pass other travelers, some of whom appear to be returning from a

local festival, visibly intoxicated and mistreating their horse, which prompts

Nikita to voice his disapproval.
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As night begins to fall and visibility decreases, they suddenly lose sight of

the stakes marking the road, indicating they have once again veered off

course. Anxious but determined, Nikita suggests putting trust in Mukhorty.

The horse, manipulating his senses, eventually guides them back to the

correct path, though they find themselves back in Grishkino once more, a

repetition of their earlier journey.

They arrive at a large house in the village, where an old man, recognizing

Vassili, offers them warmth and shelter for the night. Although hesitant to

stop, Vassili agrees to warm up in the old man’s home, expressing urgency

to continue their journey in the morning. Meanwhile, Nikita tends to

Mukhorty, maneuvering through the barn where the horse encounters a mix

of clucking chickens, startled sheep, and a young dog, setting the scene for a

moment of respite before they continue their adventure.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13

In this narrative, we follow Nikita, a humble farm worker, who emerges

 from a challenging encounter with the animals on the farm. As he interacts

with each of them, he reassures the chickens, calms the frightened sheep,

and comforts the barking dog before tying up the horse. He engages in light

banter with a young boy named Petrushka, who possesses a unique sense of

humor and a knack for quoting from his beloved primer, Paulson.

The story then shifts its focus to a wealthy farmstead owned by the family of

Vassili Andreyich, who is visiting. This farmstead stands out in the village

due to its prosperity, owning multiple holdings and a variety of livestock.

Vassili is not alone; he brings with him the tension that often arises within

close-knit families. The household consists of twenty-two members,

including married sons, daughters-in-law, and grandchildren. However,

internal strife lurks beneath the surface, as the upcoming division of property

creates unease among the family, often instigated by the women.

Inside the warmly lit living quarters, conversations flow around the table

where Vassili Andreyich, along with the old patriarch and other family

members, share food and drink. Nikita arrives, feeling spent and frozen from

the cold outside. Despite the warm and inviting atmosphere and the offers of

vodka, he struggles with an inner conflict stemming from his oath to abstain

and the pressing needs of his own family back home.
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As the evening progresses, Vassili Andreyich recounts tales of getting lost

on their journey, leading to laughter and camaraderie among their hosts, who

offer advice on navigating the local roads. Yet, beneath this jovial facade,

tensions simmer regarding familial obligations and the impending division

of wealth among the heirs. The old patriarch voices his fears of having to see

his family splintered and sent into hardship, while his son remains silent,

reflecting the emotional weight of the topic.

Petrushka cleverly introduces a fable from Paulson, likening the

fragmentation of the family to a broom made of birch twigs that can only be

broken one by one. This brings lightheartedness to a heavy conversation. As

the tea continues to warm Nikita, he finds solace in the moment,

momentarily forgetting his troubles. However, as their visit draws to a close

and the hour grows late, he is reluctantly reminded of the harsh

circumstances awaiting him outside.

Finally, as Nikita prepares to leave, he feels the sting of the wintry night,

stepping from the warm embrace of family and friendship into the dark,

unforgiving cold, where the biting wind howls and the blizzard intensifies.

Petrushka makes light of the situation with a poem that reflects the

treacherous weather, symbolizing the turmoil both outside and within their

lives. Nikita nods with approval, accepting the companionship of the mare as

they embark on their journey, the darkness surrounding them thickening
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with each step.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14

In this gripping chapter, we follow Vassili Andreyich, an older man

 burdened by the responsibilities of his business, as he embarks on a

treacherous journey with his servant Nikita and fellow traveler Petrushka. A

fierce blizzard rages outside, contrasting the warmth of their earlier retreat at

the village. While Vassili is uncertain about the journey ahead, he feels

compelled to go, buoyed by the preparations made by his host. The old man,

illustrating the voice of caution, acknowledges the folly of venturing out into

such harsh weather, but resigns himself to the decisions of the younger men.

Petrushka, a lively and familiar figure on the route, seems entirely

unconcerned about the dangers ahead. His jovial spirit and intimate

knowledge of the road lighten the mood, even as he insists they set out.

Nikita, dutiful yet reluctant, has long accepted the whims of those he serves

but cannot shake his apprehension about the excursion.

As they begin their journey, the travelers navigate the harsh, desolate

landscape. Vassili Andreyich takes the reins of his horse, Mukhorty, while

Petrushka leads the group. They quickly find themselves battling against the

elements, with the snow swirling violently around them. The intensity of the

storm forces them to lean into the wind, resembling sailors bearing a heavy

gale. Despite Vassili’s intermittent attempts to maintain control, Mukhorty

struggles against the unforgiving road, which is partly obscured by the
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deepening snow.

In the face of mounting disorientation, Vassili realizes they are off-course.

Nikita's practicality leads him to dismount and search for the right path, but

his ventures yield little success. As he tumbles down a snow-covered slope,

he faces both physical challenges and the biting cold, ultimately finding

himself at the bottom of a gully. Despite the setback, his resourcefulness

shines through as he tirelessly seeks a way back to the sledge and Vassili.

Once reunited, the urgency of their situation becomes evident. Vassili’s

impatience clashes with Nikita's practicality; while Vassili wants to press on,

Nikita knows they cannot continue blindly. The relentless storm continues to

test their endurance, as both men struggle against a lack of visibility and

freezing temperatures. 

With both men feeling the toll of their ordeal, Nikita becomes the guiding

force, stepping ahead to lead Mukhorty while Vassili clings to the warmth of

the sledge. Their struggle is emblematic of the battle against both nature and

their limitations, creating dramatic tension and a sense of foreboding.

In this chapter, themes of duty, caution, and perseverance emerge against the

harsh backdrop of a snowstorm. The character dynamics, particularly

between Vassili and Nikita, highlight the varied responses to adversity, while

the relentless storm serves as both a physical and metaphorical barrier they
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must navigate together.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15

In this chapter, Nikita and Vassili Andreyich find themselves stranded in a

 snowstorm, discussing their next steps amidst the howling winds. Both men

demonstrate a keen awareness of their dire circumstances: the blizzard has

left them weary and vulnerable, particularly the horse Mukhorty, who

anticipates their fate. As they prepare to spend the night in the unforgiving

cold, tensions rise between practical survival and the looming dread of their

situation.

Nikita, showing a practical but resigned attitude, decides to unhitch

Mukhorty from the sledge to prevent further tormenting the tired horse.

Despite Vassili’s concerns about freezing, Nikita insists they cannot go

anywhere, emphasizing the necessity of staying put for the night. He tries to

reassure Mukhorty—a character embodying the burden of laboring

animals—while simultaneously signaling for help by propping up the

sledge's shafts.

Meanwhile, Vassili, bundled in fur, attempts to light a cigarette to alleviate

his anxiety. His thoughts revealed through internal monologue, he recounts

his ambitions and the wealth he believes he could amass from purchasing

nearby land. Obsessed with his finances, he becomes increasingly frustrated

with the weather, ruminating on missed opportunities and the incompetence

of those around him, including his wife. This obsession with wealth
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contrasts starkly with the reality of his predicament.

As the night drags on, Vassili wrestles with the growing terror of their

isolation. His thoughts alternately shift between dreams of prosperity and

regret for not seeking refuge in a nearby village. Nikita, displaying

resilience, tries to keep spirits up, but Vassili’s imaginations of grandeur

only amplify his discomfort.

As the hours pass, the night grows increasingly oppressive. Vassili struggles

to find warmth and rest, haunted by the specter of the wolf’s howl echoing

through the snowy darkness, serving as a reminder of nature’s indifference

to human ambition. Despite his initial bravado about wealth and

independence, fear settles in as he contemplates the fragile line between life

and death in the harsh wilderness.

The chapter climaxes with Vassili’s desperate decision to abandon their

sledge and take action. Convincing himself he must escape to save his life,

he bravely attempts to mount Mukhorty, taking heed of his fierce need for

survival over the existential musings he had previously succumbed to.

Ultimately, this chapter captures the stark contrast between the stark

wilderness and the human desire for comfort, security, and accomplishment,

culminating in Vassili's bold yet panicked attempt to reclaim agency over his

fate against the merciless elements.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Resilience in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In moments of overwhelming struggle, much

like Vassili and Nikita facing the merciless blizzard, you are reminded

that true strength lies not in material pursuits or superficial ambitions,

but in your ability to confront and withstand life's harshest trials. Even

when engulfed by fear and the unforgiving elements, it is your

resilience, like Nikita's calm decision to protect Mukhorty, that will

guide you to make choices that prioritize what truly matters—survival,

compassion, and the pursuit of inner strength.
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Chapter 16: 16

In Chapter 7, we find Nikita, a weary and cold servant, sitting behind a

 sledge and enveloped in ticking, embodying patience forged by a life of

hardship. Having spent countless hours laboring in harsh conditions, he

reflects on the possibility of death that night. Despite the chill seeping into

his bones and the numbness in his foot, he accepts his fate without fear; to

him, life has not been a joyous game but rather an endless struggle. He

recalls his past sins—his indulgence in alcohol, neglect of family, and

failures in faith—but rationalizes that these traits were instilled in him by a

higher power.

As his thoughts drift, he recalls recent events: his wife Marfa's arrival, a day

filled with drunken escapades among workers, and a discussion of land

division that might affect his family's future. He considers the warmth his

horse Mukhorty finds under a blanket and worries for his master, Vassili

Andreyich, who is likely disheartened by their plight. Eventually, exhausted

by the weight of his reflections, Nikita falls asleep.

However, his slumber is abruptly interrupted when Vassili Andreyich jolts

the sledge, causing discomfort and a sharp chill to pierce Nikita’s body.

Feeling abandoned as his master drives off into the snowy landscape, he

realizes he is too weak to search for shelter or warmth. Overwhelmed by the

cold and fear, he calls out in desperation, finding solace in the belief that he
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is not truly alone. Strongly longing for warmth, he decides to lie down in the

sledge, taking his master’s place, seeking comfort in the ticking that covers

his head. This moment underscores both Nikita's vulnerability and the frigid

reality of his existence in a harsh, unforgiving environment.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/LViWF8VnuOb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/ICzfYbXnuOb


Chapter 17 Summary: 17

In the tense and freezing environment, Vassili Andreyich struggles to

 navigate through a relentless snowstorm. He is aboard his sledge, but a deep

chill sets in, and he starts losing consciousness, caught between the

possibilities of death and sleep. Despite his perilous situation, he pushes his

horse, Mukhorty, onward, believing he's headed toward shelter as he

grapples with his disorientation in the blinding snow.

As Vassili rides, he can only see the horse’s head and the white expanse

around him, accompanied by the howling wind. His hope of finding the

village is momentarily rekindled when he perceives a dark shape ahead, only

to discover it’s just a cluster of tall wormwood stalks, violently shaken by

the wind. This sight unnerves him, heightening his anxiety and urging him

to hound Mukhorty for speed, as he unwittingly begins to veer off course.

Coming across a second scrub patch, he realizes with horror that he is

circling back on himself, and panic sets in. Vassili fears he will perish in the

vast, empty landscape. The isolation and terror weigh heavily on him,

igniting memories of his life, his family, and the things he may lose.

Moments of auditory hallucination pass over him as he discerns what could

be dogs barking or wolves howling, further twisting his sense of reality.

Suddenly, a loud neigh from Mukhorty startles him out of his fear. Vassili
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regains a sense of awareness and is briefly annoyed by the horse's noise, yet

the anxiety remains overpowering. He tells himself to think and calm down,

but his body betrays him as coldness snakes through his limbs, making every

movement painful.

As Mukhorty unexpectedly collapses into a snowdrift, Vassili is thrown off.

The frightened horse, desperate to escape, breaks free, leaving Vassili

stranded and alone in the deep snow. In dismay, he attempts to chase after

Mukhorty but is quickly engulfed by the snow's grasp. Each step becomes an

exhausting battle against the cold and heavy coats he wears.

Desperate thoughts flood his mind—the warmth of his home, the vitality of

his family, the future of his possessions—all bring forth a sense of urgency

as he comes to face the stark possibility of his own demise. In a moment of

despair, he appeals to the heavens, invoking the aid of saints, especially

Nicholas the Miracle Worker, promising to repay their kindness with prayers

and candles, even as the weight of impending death threatens to consume

him. His pleas echo in the unforgiving wilderness, as he grapples with the

chilling reality of his danger.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18

In the heart of a devastating blizzard, Vassili Andreyich finds himself

 engulfed in terror after losing control while riding his horse, Mukhorty. The

church's rituals that once provided him solace feel irrelevant in the face of

his dire circumstances in the unforgiving snow. As he muses on his grim

situation, he resolves to find the horse's tracks, believing Mukhorty may lead

him back to safety.

Despite his determination, Vassili stumbles and falls, the horse's tracks

becoming increasingly obscured by the snow. Frustration mounts as he

thinks he might fail to relocate Mukhorty. However, fortune strikes when he

spots a dark figure—Mukhorty—caught near the sledge, tangled in reins and

sacking. Vassili understands that the horse had returned to where he had

leapt off, just a short distance away.

Approaching the sledge, Vassili's unease ebbs as he realizes that Nikita, his

peasant driver, is buried under the snow. Driven by both fear and a

newfound purpose, he works to free Nikita from the snow and rein in

Mukhorty. Nikita emerges, weak and shivering, pleading for Vassili to

ensure his family is cared for should he perish. In a surge of empathy, Vassili

shovels the snow away and lays over Nikita, hoping to share body heat and

provide warmth.
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As the storm rages on, Vassili experiences a profound emotional

transformation; the terror he initially felt gives way to a striking tender

connection between him and Nikita. He realizes his life intertwines with the

peasant's—he is no longer focused on his material possessions or status. In

this moment of peril, Vassili feels a sense of happiness, embracing the

sacrifice he is making for another human being.

Time slips away as he remains in this intimate embrace, feeling both

physically and emotionally connected to Nikita, who represents life for him

in the face of imminent death. He drifts into a dream, shifting through

memories of his life filled with purchasing and selling, and the impending

dread of waiting for the district police officer, Ivan Matveyich. Suddenly, he

dreams of a presence—someone important—that brings him joy and a

longing to respond.

Awakening, Vassili finds himself unable to move, yet strangely untroubled

by his state; he understands that he is nearing death. However, the survival

of Nikita reassures him of his own existence. In this moment, Vassili reflects

on his former life of wealth and responsibility with a sense of detachment,

realizing that these concerns pale in comparison to the simple act of saving

another life. The bond formed in their shared peril becomes his salvation,

forging an unexpected depth of humanity amidst the icy desolation.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19

In this haunting chapter, we follow Vassili Andreyich and his loyal servant,

 Nikita, as they encounter the tragic effects of a brutal winter storm. Vassili,

reflecting on the ephemeral nature of life and the inevitability of death,

experiences a moment of profound awareness before succumbing to the

cold. This moment represents a deep realization—a transition from life to

death—indicating his acceptance of fate.

As the snow piles around them, Nikita awakens to the chilling reality that his

master is dead beside him, their bodies nearly buried in the relentless snow.

He grapples with his own feelings of impending doom while trying to

comprehend the scene unfolding around him. Despite his harrowing

situation, Nikita instinctively acknowledges a calling from a higher power,

resigning himself to the inevitability of his fate.

Hours later, a group of peasants discovers them, digging through the snow to

retrieve the bodies. Vassili’s once-vital form is now a frozen shell, a tragic

testament to the harrowing power of nature. Nikita, barely alive, is initially

confused by the sounds around him, mistaking the shouts of the rescuers for

echoes from another realm.

Nikita’s survival against the odds is marred by loss, as he faces the

amputation of his frostbitten toes. Remaining resolute, he recovers in a
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nearby hospital, where he spends the next two months healing. Despite the

physical scars that will remain, Nikita goes on to live for twenty more years,

embodying the resilience of the human spirit. 

As an old man, he reflects on his life with a sense of completion,

unburdened by regrets, ready to embrace the next phase of existence. He

finds solace in the belief that his departure will alleviate the burden on his

loved ones, and he meets his end in the warmth of home, surrounded by the

familiar comforts of a candle and an icon. His journey illustrates a profound

acceptance of life’s transience, underscoring the themes of mortality and the

cycle of life and death.
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