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About the book

In "Miracles," Eric Metaxas invites readers on a captivating exploration of

the extraordinary occurrences that defy the laws of nature and challenge our

understanding of reality. Through a rich tapestry of real-life stories,

historical accounts, and profound philosophical insights, Metaxas posits that

miracles are not merely relics of religious dogma or fanciful legends, but

rather vital intersections where the divine touches the human experience.

This thought-provoking work encourages readers to reconsider the

boundaries of faith, science, and the inexplicable wonders that shape our

world, inviting you to open your heart and mind to the astounding possibility

that miracles are happening all around us.
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About the author

Eric Metaxas is a best-selling author, speaker, and biographer known for his

engaging storytelling and insightful commentary on faith and culture. With a

background that includes writing for prominent magazines and hosting a

popular radio show, Metaxas has established himself as a prominent voice in

contemporary Christian thought. His acclaimed works, such as the

biographies of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther, reflect a deep

understanding of historical figures and their impact on moral and ethical

issues today. In addition to his literary accomplishments, Metaxas's dynamic

speaking style and passion for promoting the intersection of faith and reason

have garnered him a wide audience, making him a significant influencer in

modern discourse.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1 | BELIEVING IN MIRACLES

Chapter 1: Believing in Miracles

In this chapter, the author explores the tension between a materialistic

worldview that dismisses the possibility of miracles and the inherent human

longing for meaning beyond the mundane. The opening quote by C.S. Lewis

posits that if the universe is devoid of meaning, we would not have the

capacity to recognize its absence. This leads to a critique of Adam Gopnik’s

assertion, which claims that our collective existence bears no miraculous

intercession with the laws of nature.

The discussion highlights the limitations of a purely materialistic

perspective, famously echoed by Carl Sagan's claim that "The Cosmos is all

there is." The author questions the validity of such beliefs, suggesting that

they neglect the deeper yearnings of human experience, which often point

toward something transcendent. Miracles and the desire for meaning seem to

arise from an innate human condition, evident in childhood yearnings and

cultural practices that seek connections with the divine.

Reflecting on personal experiences, the author recalls a childhood steeped in

a church environment that rarely explored the concept of modern miracles.

This lack of dialogue about miraculous experiences fostered a deep longing
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for something greater, akin to a prince exiled from a forgotten kingdom. The

author connects this longing to a broader existential question: if life without

meaning is the ultimate truth, what hope can we hold onto?

The chapter introduces C.S. Lewis, who transitioned from atheism to faith

after an enlightening conversation with J.R.R. Tolkien. Their late-night

dialogue underscored the idea that ancient myths may not simply be stories,

but echoes of greater truths that might coincide with historical events.

Tolkien challenges Lewis to consider the possibility that one particular

myth—the resurrection—might reflect a profound reality, igniting Lewis's

inner conflict regarding meaning and existence.

The author emphasizes a need for wonder and questions what lies beyond

the surface of reality. Are myths merely fantasies, or do they point toward

deeper truths? The narrative suggests that the desire for understanding and

connection with the divine could bridge the gap between fantastical beliefs

and empirical truths, inviting readers to contemplate their own encounters

with the miraculous.

In essence, the chapter argues for an openness to the possibility of miracles

as signposts guiding humanity back to a more profound truth, urging readers

to reflect on their presuppositions regarding life, meaning, and the potential

for miracles. It's a philosophical invitation to explore whether believing in

just one miracle can unleash a world of wonder, leading to a deeper
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comprehension of existence itself.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: An openness to the possibility of miracles

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through life with your heart

open to the unexpected, embracing the notion that miracles could

weave through your everyday experiences. This chapter invites you to

challenge the limitations of a purely materialistic view and reconnect

with your inherent longing for deeper meaning. By believing in the

possibility of miracles, even just one—like the transformative power

of love or the beauty of a child's laughter—you allow yourself to seek

and recognize the extraordinary within the ordinary. This shift in

perspective can inspire you to find purpose and connection in your

life, uplifting your spirit and igniting a sense of wonder that propels

you toward a more enriched existence.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2 | WHAT IS A MIRACLE?

### Chapter 2 Summary: What is a Miracle?

The concept of a miracle lacks a universal definition, largely because it is

subjective. Traditionally, a miracle is described as an extraordinary event

indicating divine intervention in human affairs. C.S. Lewis emphasized that

miracles disrupt established patterns, such as a virgin birth, which challenges

our typical understandings of reality. Similarly, the philosopher David Hume

described miracles as violations of natural laws orchestrated by a deity.

Believing in miracles raises questions, especially in modern times. The

scientific understanding of the universe's origin through the Big Bang can

provoke skepticism about the existence of miracles today. However, if one

accepts the premise of a creator capable of creating the universe from

nothing, it becomes less unreasonable to also accept smaller miracles. If God

can bring the universe into existence, why would miracles like water turning

into wine be beyond His capabilities?

Despite this ability to believe in miracles, the text urges caution in what we

accept as miraculous. We must critically examine claims of miracles to

separate genuine instances from falsehoods, thus avoiding a simplistic or

naive view of faith. It’s crucial to maintain a serious approach to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


belief—conflating childish fantasies with true miracles diminishes the

integrity of faith.

Miracles should be viewed in their context, as personal and subjective

experiences vary. They serve a purpose in communicating divine presence

and intention. The Greek term for miracle, "simaios," implies that such

events serve as signs pointing beyond themselves, ultimately leading

believers toward God. Notably, miracles in both the Old and New

Testaments affirm God’s identity and serve as foundations for faith, as they

encourage belief in a higher power.

A common notion exists that miracles may have occurred in the past but are

impossible today. This perspective not only undermines historical belief but

also devalues the experiences of people from previous eras as gullible. If

miracles occurred in antiquity, they could certainly manifest today, as God's

nature and intention remain unchanged.

Miracles are meant to grab our attention. The resurrection of Jesus and

events like the parting of the Red Sea are designed to be unforgettable,

fundamentally altering faith and understanding. These miracles serve as

divine communications intended to reinforce God’s presence and intentions,

allowing humanity to perceive the spiritual significance behind

extraordinary occurrences.
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Ultimately, miracles demand a contextual understanding; their true

significance is derived from the recognition that they are messages from

God. Only when humans witness and interpret these events can they be

classified as miracles, emphasizing that the divine purpose behind them is to

communicate with and engage humanity.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3 | MIRACLES AND SCIENCE

### Chapter 3: Miracles and Science

In this chapter, the author begins by challenging the common belief that

science and miracles are inherently at odds. The discussion opens by

emphasizing that this dichotomy is both false and illogical, perpetuated by

cultural narratives. Numerous prominent scientists, such as Francis Collins,

Sir John Polkinghorne, and Dr. William D. Phillips, openly embrace both

their scientific endeavors and their faith in God. Their examples illustrate

that the realms of faith and science can coexist, contrary to popular

perception.

The chapter further explores the historical roots of modern science, which

were largely founded by individuals of Christian faith. Figures like Isaac

Newton and Galileo believed that understanding the universe was a means of

glorifying God. This leads to the point that the idea of a rational,

comprehensible universe reflects a divine order, reinforcing the notion of a

creator. Notably, even Albert Einstein acknowledged that scientific inquiry

is deeply rooted in a faith that the universe is rational.

The author goes on to explain the limits of science, asserting that it can

describe the universe but cannot account for its origin or purpose. The

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


discussion touches on the concept of “singularity,” a moment post-Big Bang

when the laws of physics as we know them came into existence. While

science can outline the events leading up to the Big Bang, it cannot provide

answers to deeper existential questions such as why the universe exists or

what determines its laws.

Interestingly, the chapter also posits that if miracles, defined as interventions

from an external source, are possible, then why could they not occur again,

given that the Big Bang itself could be seen as a miraculous event? This

philosophical inquiry encourages readers to consider the boundaries of

scientific thought and the possibility of divine action within the universe.

John Lennox’s perspective reinforces the idea that miracles are not merely

violations of natural law but rather manifestations of an external power

operating within the established laws of the universe. This invites a

re-examination of miraculous claims, framing them not as irrational, but as

potential realities deserving of consideration.

The discussion culminates in the assertion that if scientific advancements

increasingly point towards intelligent design, then such possibilities should

not be dismissed as inherently "anti-science." The text advocates for

openness in scientific inquiry and ongoing dialogue between faith and

reason, emphasizing that the pursuit of knowledge often leads to questions

that transcend scientific confines.
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Conclusively, while one cannot "prove" a miracle with the same certainty as

one would in a legal setting, examining the evidence can yield convincing

conclusions. The chapter calls for an acknowledgment that while the

frontiers of scientific knowledge expand, they concurrently open up avenues

for exploring profound questions, including the existence of miracles and a

creator. The discourse around the "God of the gaps" is critiqued, suggesting

that science increasingly reinforces rather than diminishes the case for a

creator, aligning with a positive view of God that thrives in the face of

human understanding. 

Overall, the reader is encouraged to entertain the complexity of integrating

science and faith, exploring history, philosophy, and contemporary thought

to assess the miraculous nature of existence and the universe itself.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The coexistence of science and faith

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the intersection of science

and faith, where the boundaries blur and possibilities expand. As you

dive into the insights shared by Metaxas, you realize that embracing

both scientific inquiry and spiritual belief opens up a new horizon of

understanding. You can feel inspired to explore the cosmos not just as

a physical phenomenon but as a manifestation of something greater.

This perspective transforms your view of the universe, encouraging

you to seek answers beyond empirical evidence, recognizing that the

beauty of creation may very well be an expression of divine

intentionality. That spark of inspiration might awaken your curiosity,

prompting you to question, explore, and appreciate the mystery of

existence, fostering a dialogue between your quest for knowledge and

your sense of wonder.
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Chapter 4: 4 | IS LIFE A MIRACLE?

### Chapter 4: Is Life a Miracle?

The chapter begins by asserting that life is a profound miracle, inviting

readers to reflect on the complexities and wonders of existence. This idea of

life as a miracle prompts us to appreciate the extraordinary phenomena that

surround us daily. Philosophers like Ralph Waldo Emerson and George

Bernard Shaw articulate similar sentiments, suggesting that true wisdom lies

in recognizing the miraculous aspects of even the most ordinary occurrences,

such as the blooming of a flower.

However, the concept of life being a miracle diverges from the more

dramatic events typically associated with miracles—such as instantaneous

healings or resurrections. The chapter challenges readers to consider if life

itself is perhaps a more astounding miracle than these dramatic instances.

### Life on Planet Earth

The discussion evolves from the philosophical to the scientific, emphasizing

how unique and unlikely our existence is on Earth. While many believe life

must exist elsewhere in the vast universe, the author argues that this belief is

more rooted in hope than in scientific evidence. Historically, scientists like
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Carl Sagan argued that life-supporting planets were plentiful based on

limited knowledge of the requirements for life. However, as our

understanding has deepened, it has become increasingly clear that the

conditions necessary for life are not only stringent but vastly more complex

than previously thought, leading to the conclusion that Earth’s capacity to

support life is extraordinarily rare.

The author introduces various critical parameters necessary for life, noting

that the number has expanded dramatically since the 1960s when Sagan

proposed only a couple of conditions. Presently, scientists estimate over 150

specific requirements which must be met for a planet to sustain life,

drastically reducing the number of potential life-supporting planets to

virtually none, including Earth.

### Crucial Conditions for Life

1. Planetary Size: The mass of Earth determines its gravity, which is

 crucial for maintaining a breathable atmosphere and preventing harmful

gases from accumulating near the surface. The author illustrates that even

minor deviations in size would disrupt Earth's ability to support life.

2. Unique Properties of Water: Water's anomalous behavior—for

 example, ice floating rather than sinking—is critical for aquatic life. This

property, along with high boiling points and heat retention, makes water
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essential for life.

3. Planetary Rotation: The Earth’s rotation period directly impacts

 climate stability. If it rotated slower or faster, life would face extreme

temperature variations or catastrophic wind speeds, making existence

impossible.

4. Jupiter’s Role: The massive gravity of Jupiter, the largest planet in

 our solar system, acts as a shield for Earth, deflecting or capturing comets

and other space debris that could otherwise threaten life.

### The Miracle of the Moon

Moving from Jupiter to Earth's moon, the chapter highlights its unique

significance. The moon’s size and distance exert crucial gravitational effects,

influencing ocean tides and stabilizing Earth’s rotation. Any deviation in its

size or position would have dire consequences for life on Earth.

Furthermore, the chapter discusses the moon's formation, which stemmed

from a colossal collision between Earth and a Mars-sized body. This

cataclysm not only led to a significant increase in Earth’s mass but also

played a vital role in shaping our atmosphere, making it conducive for life.

The miraculous precision of this event raises questions about randomness

versus intentionality in the universe's design.
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The chapter concludes by contemplating the improbability of human

existence, suggesting that the extraordinary conditions required for life

compel us to recognize the profound nature of our being. It leaves us

pondering the larger implications of why life exists at all, prompting a sense

of humility and wonder about our place in the universe. The text suggests

that these realizations might lead us to question the nature and intentions of

any potential creator, urging us to confront the mystery of our existence.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5 | THE MIRACLE OF THE
UNIVERSE

Chapter 5: The Miracle of the Universe

In the previous chapter, we explored the statistical improbability of life on

Earth. Here, we turn our attention to an even deeper question: the existence

of the universe itself. This inquiry straddles both science and

philosophy—why does anything exist at all? Historically, many cultures

believed that the universe always existed, a notion held by ancient Greek

philosophers and even early modern scientists. By contrast, the Biblical

perspective asserts that God created the universe from nothing.

This conversation shifted in the mid-20th century as scientists began

recognizing that the universe indeed had a beginning, leading to the widely

accepted Big Bang theory. Coined by physicist Sir Fred Hoyle during a 1949

interview, the term describes the moment when the universe expanded from

an extremely hot, dense point approximately fourteen billion years ago.

Solid evidence for this theory gained traction with the accidental discovery

of background radiation in 1964.

The Big Bang was not an ordinary explosion; it was an exquisitely

controlled event. The precise conditions under which the universe expanded
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were critical to its formation. If the speed of expansion had varied even

slightly—either too fast or too slow—stars, planets, and galaxies would not

have formed. This concept of "fine-tuning" illustrates that countless physical

constants and forces must be exactly what they are for life as we know it to

exist.

Four fundamental forces govern the universe: gravity, the electromagnetic

force, the weak nuclear force, and the strong nuclear force. Remarkably,

these forces were established within the first millionth of a second after the

Big Bang and have remained unchanged since. For instance, the strong

nuclear force, which binds protons and neutrons together, must be finely

tuned; a change of just 2% would render the universe devoid of anything but

hydrogen, while an increase of just 0.3% would create a universe made up

entirely of heavy elements—neither option conducive to life.

The critical role of carbon for life further illustrates the intricacies of this

fine-tuning. For carbon to form in sufficient quantities, the ground-state

energy levels of certain elements must be extraordinarily precise. Sir Fred

Hoyle, who discovered this tuning, expressed that such improbability defied

belief and suggested the existence of a guiding intelligence.

In addition to carbon, life requires a minimum of forty other elements. For

instance, the electromagnetic force affects how strongly electrons are held in

their orbits around atomic nuclei. If this force were stronger, electrons would
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be trapped, and if it were weaker, atoms could not form coherent structures.

The odds of the ratios between these forces being perfectly calibrated are

staggering, with some estimates reaching one part in ten to the thirty-sixth

power, and even greater for other critical ratios.

Two particularly remarkable examples of fine-tuning come from the density

of mass and energy in the universe. For the universe to support life, the mass

density must be accurate to one part in ten to the sixtieth power, while the

energy density needs to be even more precisely calibrated to one part in ten

to the one-hundred-twentieth power. Such specificities highlight the

incredible luck of our universe's existence.

As we reflect on the distressing odds against our existence, it becomes

apparent that we are far more than statistically improbable—our existence

embodies a true miracle. This leads us to ponder why such insights are

seldom discussed. Primarily, this is due to the lag between scientific

discovery and public awareness, compounded by the reluctance of some

scientists to embrace outcomes that imply a creator.

The rise of multiverse theories—postulating an infinite number of

universes—serves as a way to circumvent the implications of fine-tuning.

However, critics argue that these theories lack scientific grounding and often

lean more toward metaphysical speculation than verifiable science.
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In conclusion, the existence of our universe emerges as an extraordinary

miracle rather than a mundane reality. The more we learn, the clearer it

becomes that we occupy a precariously unique position in the cosmos. To

acknowledge this reality demands a blend of awe and gratitude for our

remarkable existence, reminding us of both our vulnerability and the wonder

of being alive.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6 | QUESTIONS ABOUT
MIRACLES

### Chapter 6: Questions About Miracles

The chapter begins by recounting the life-altering summer of 1967 when

Joni Eareckson Tada, a vibrant seventeen-year-old, suffered a diving

accident in Chesapeake Bay that left her paralyzed. Her story raises

profound questions about faith, suffering, and the nature of God, particularly

why God allowed such a tragedy to occur without a miraculous healing,

despite countless prayers and Joni's deep faith.

The narrative highlights the miraculous events surrounding Joni's rescue. As

she sank underwater, a crab bit her sister's toe, prompting her sister to turn

around and notice Joni’s distinctive blond hair, which had been recently

dyed—a detail that ironically turned out to be crucial for her survival. This

incident illustrates the dichotomy between God's intervention in small

moments, like the crab bite, versus the larger issue of Joni’s paralysis. The

chapter probes this tension: how can a loving God perform minor miracles

while allowing significant suffering?

For two years post-accident, Joni struggled with intense despair and

questioned her life's purpose until she found meaning in her suffering,
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realizing she could inspire and uplift others facing similar challenges.

Despite her ongoing struggle with quadriplegia, she becomes an advocate for

people with disabilities, raising questions about why some prayers are

answered with miraculous healing while others go unanswered, like her

own.

Discussion shifts to the philosophical implications of miracles. If miracles

are contingent on prayer, why are some individuals healed while others

perish despite fervent prayers? A poignant example is shared about a friend

of the author whose life was spared on September 11 while others were not,

prompting a deeper inquiry into the character of God. Drawing on King

Lear's pessimistic view of the gods—indifferent and cruel—the author

confronts the contrasting portrayal of the biblical God, who is depicted as

loving, intimately connected to human suffering, and self-sacrificial.

Central to this exploration is the distinction between 'True Faith' and 'Dead

Religion.' True Faith fosters a relationship with God that remains steadfast

regardless of the outcomes of prayers, whereas Dead Religion reduces faith

to transactional exchanges with God, where believers expect results based on

their actions. Therefore, genuine trust in God acknowledges His wisdom and

ultimate purpose, even amidst unanswered prayers.

The chapter provocatively examines why individuals outwardly thank God

for successes but do not blame Him for failures. It asserts that one cannot
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fully express gratitude for blessings without acknowledging the trials, as

both are part of a loving God’s plan for growth and redemption.

A broader consideration of miracles then emerges, prompting readers to

reflect on the source of miraculous events, and whether seeking divine

intervention from a dubious source—like a dark deity—carries moral

implications. Accepting gifts from questionable origins suggests complicity

in the giver's darkness, necessitating discernment in spiritual matters.

Finally, the chapter addresses the complexity of prayer and its relationship to

miracles. Effective prayer does not merely seek desired results but fosters a

connection with God beyond transactional expectations. The nuances of

prayer involve understanding its role in personal transformation and the

bigger picture of divine providence. Through the metaphor of a relationship

with a loving parent, the author illustrates that true faith leads to trust in

God’s wisdom, allowing believers to find comfort and meaning, even in

unfulfilled prayers.

The chapter concludes that belief in miracles challenges one's worldview

and often requires courage, particularly in a secular age inclined to dismiss

the divine. This struggle between skepticism and faith reflects a broader

cultural narrative, wherein one’s ability to believe in miracles may hinge on

a willingness to reconsider how reality is perceived in light of historical and

spiritual truths.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: True Faith fosters a relationship with God that remains

steadfast regardless of prayer outcomes

Critical Interpretation: Imagine navigating life's trials, much like Joni

Eareckson Tada faced after her tragic accident. The realization that

true faith is not merely about expecting miracles but about cultivating

a profound relationship with God can be transformative. This

understanding encourages you to embrace both the peaks and valleys

of your journey, allowing you to trust in a higher purpose even in

times of unanswered prayers. Rather than viewing God as a cosmic

vending machine waiting to dispense miracles, you come to appreciate

the intimacy and strength found in a relationship built on unwavering

faith. This perspective can inspire you to find meaning in your

struggles and become an advocate for others, mirroring Joni’s

inspiring conversion of suffering into a source of hope.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7 | THE BIBLICAL MIRACLES

### Chapter 7 Summary: The Biblical Miracles

This chapter explores the miracles of Jesus, emphasizing their significance

as signs pointing beyond themselves to greater truths about God and faith.

Miracles have been a topic of skepticism—many people categorize them

based on plausibility. The author proposes that if we believe in a God who

created the universe out of nothing, we should also believe in the possibility

of miracles, including Jesus’s miraculous deeds like raising the dead and

walking on water. Different reactions stem from an innate sense of what

feels proportionate within a story and what does not, shaping our perception

of miracles.

The chapter posits that while some miracle accounts, particularly in

apocryphal texts, feel implausible—like the tale of the young Jesus bringing

sparrows to life—canonical miracles resonate more with the character of

Jesus and the context of God’s broader narrative. The author emphasizes the

importance of discerning the character of God through biblical miracles,

suggesting that some miracles, when examined closely, seem out of

character for a benevolent God.

Taking a closer look at specific miracles, the author discusses Jesus’s
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conversation with Peter regarding the temple tax. Jesus miraculously tells

Peter to find a coin in the mouth of a fish to pay their taxes, illustrating His

graciousness and concern for not causing offense, even when He is not

obligated to pay such taxes. This act reflects the generous spirit of

God—inviting His followers to embrace a lifestyle of grace and generosity

rather than strictly adhering to what is deserved.

The chapter transitions to the well-known miracle of feeding the five

thousand, highlighting Jesus’s compassion despite his personal grief over

John the Baptist’s death. This miracle symbolizes God’s generosity, as Jesus

not only meets the immediate needs of the crowd but also provides

abundantly, with leftover fragments that represent God’s overwhelming

blessings. The feeding of the five thousand serves as a reminder of Jesus’s

authority and signifying His identity linked to the Jewish traditions of

miraculous providence, pointing back to prophets like Elisha and Moses.

Finally, the chapter culminates in the dramatic miracle of raising Lazarus

from the dead, an event that exemplifies Jesus’s divine power and

compassionate humanity. The context surrounding Lazarus’s illness and

death illustrates a deeper theological significance: Jesus’s delayed arrival

and Lazarus’s subsequent resurrection serve to amplify His glory and the

faith of those present. The miracle offers a stark picture of spiritual death

and resurrection, paralleling our own need for God’s life-giving power.
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Through these miracles, readers are reminded of God’s unfathomable grace

and the profound truth that genuine faith calls for recognition of God’s

character—one of mercy, abundance, and life itself. Each act of divine

intervention is a holy sign pointing to a deeper understanding of God and

His unyielding love for humanity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Miracles reveal God's character of generosity and grace

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing amidst the crowd as Jesus

breaks bread and shares fish, watching as five thousand hungry souls

are fed with divine abundance. This moment speaks to the essence of

God’s nature—overflowing with generosity and grace, even when you

feel unworthy. It inspires introspection; how often do you extend

grace to others in your daily life? The idea that God's miracles

highlight His willingness to provide and care for our needs, even in

simple, mundane moments, calls you to embody that very spirit of

generosity. By embracing this aspect of God's character, you can

transform your interactions, inspire kindness, and contribute to a

world that desperately longs for compassion and hope.
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Chapter 8: 8 | THE RESURRECTION

### Chapter 8 Summary: The Resurrection

In this chapter, the author explores the profound significance of the

resurrection of Jesus Christ, emphasized through the lens of Christian belief.

Citing John Donne's poem, the discussion begins with the assertion that

death has been defeated through Jesus’s resurrection. This pivotal event,

which Christians celebrate as the cornerstone of their faith, transformed the

narrative of death into one of hope and eternal life. The chapter challenges

readers to grasp the radical implications of this miracle, placing it at the

center of Christianity's essence. 

The author highlights the viewpoint of the Apostle Paul, who was adamant

that if Christ did not rise from the dead, Christian faith is meaningless. Paul

insisted that without the literal resurrection, the concepts of sin and salvation

crumble, which means that believers are left with “nothing.” This sentiment

is countered by contemporary skepticism, especially from those who suggest

a non-literal interpretation of the resurrection, likening it to mere metaphors

or personal transformations. Such approaches are criticized for failing to

address the historical claims central to Christianity.

The chapter further discusses the evidence surrounding the resurrection,
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arguing against theories such as the idea that Jesus's disciples stole his body

or that he merely swooned and did not die. The author examines the security

measures imposed on the tomb by Roman authorities, illustrating the

improbability of anyone, especially the disciples, managing to take the body

undetected. The Roman guards were highly motivated to fulfill their duties,

and the stakes were extraordinarily high, making the idea of body theft

implausible.

Furthermore, the chapter reflects on the multitude of motives that would

contradict these theft theories. The Jewish leaders and Roman authorities

had much to lose if Jesus’s body were to vanish mysteriously, as this could

fuel the very resurrection claims they sought to suppress. The chapter argues

that if the disciples did steal the body, the sheer terror and confusion they

experienced following Jesus's crucifixion diminish the likelihood of such an

act: they genuinely believed him to be dead.

The swoon theory is debunked as well, underscoring the brutality of Jesus's

crucifixion and the certainty of his death, supported by medical insights into

the events after his death. The author highlights that individuals such as

Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of the ruling council, took immense

risks to ensure Jesus was buried honorably, further affirming the reality of

his death.

When discussing the events of Sunday morning, the author emphasizes that
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the initial reactions of Jesus's disciples reflected skepticism—they did not

prepare for a resurrection. The accounts of the empty tomb, varied though

they may be, reliably point to a miraculous occurrence rather than a hoax.

The chapter concludes by emphasizing that the empowerment of the early

Christians, who boldly proclaimed the resurrection in spite of persecution,

indicates something extraordinary happened that transformed their

convictions.

Ultimately, the chapter posits that the resurrection is not just a remarkable

event claimed in scripture; it is an essential truth of Christianity that invites

believers and skeptics alike to engage with its implications seriously. The

chapter calls for critical examination of the historical evidence supporting

the resurrection, challenging readers to confront the radical possibility that

this miracle truly happened, thereby reshaping the understanding of life,

death, and hope in the process.
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Chapter 9 Summary: INTRODUCTION TO THE
MIRACLE STORIES

### INTRODUCTION TO THE MIRACLE STORIES

In this introduction, the author draws on C. S. Lewis's framework from

"Mere Christianity," which presents a pivotal question regarding the identity

of Jesus Christ: Is He Lord, liar, or lunatic? Lewis argues that viewing Jesus

merely as a moral teacher is untenable since His claims and actions—such as

performing miracles, healing the blind, and forgiving sins—are beyond the

realm of a sane or trustworthy teacher. This logical triad necessitates a

decision about who Jesus truly is.

The author parallels this reasoning to the stories of miracles that will be

recounted in the forthcoming chapters. Readers are invited to consider the

reliability of the witnesses telling these accounts. Just as a witness's

credibility is crucial in a court of law, so too is the trustworthiness of those

sharing their miracle experiences. The author has chosen to tell only the

stories of individuals he knows personally, which lends an added layer of

credibility. This decision, however, limits the scope of the narratives to those

that have been validated by personal connection rather than relying on

hearsay or more fantastical accounts with dubious authenticity.
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The author emphasizes the importance of discernment in evaluating the truth

behind miracle stories. While some may be genuine, others may not

withstand scrutiny. Ultimately, he aims to share stories that have endured his

skepticism and have proven persuasive in their truth.

The forthcoming accounts highlight that miraculous experiences are not

exclusive to a select few, such as mystics or clergy members. Instead, they

demonstrate that the divine seeks to connect with each of us. God’s

communication is tailored to our individual natures, employing various

means—visions, dreams, words, circumstances—to convey His messages.

The author underscores that while we should not presumptuously demand

how God engages with us, we should remain open to the myriad ways in

which He may choose to make Himself known. A personal story of the

author's own conversion will serve as an illustration of this divine

communication in action in the subsequent chapter.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 9 | CONVERSION MIRACLES

### Chapter 9: Conversion Miracles

This chapter explores the miraculous nature of Christian conversion through

a series of powerful testimonies, emphasizing the transformation that occurs

when individuals move from nonbelief to belief. The opening quotes from

prominent figures underscore the profound change that conversion brings to

a person’s heart and mind.

The narrative begins by addressing skepticism surrounding personal

transformations, especially when it comes to notorious figures like convicted

criminals. Some cynics dismiss these conversions as mere attempts to gain

empathy or leniency from the legal system. However, the author gives the

example of Chuck Colson, Richard Nixon's former political aide, whose

genuine faith change led him to help those incarcerated after he himself

served time in prison. Rather than seek a lucrative return to his legal career,

he became dedicated to helping prisoners through his organization, Prison

Fellowship, demonstrating the authenticity of his transformation.

The chapter highlights the belief that no one is beyond the reach of God's

grace, countering the notion that people cannot change. The author reflects

on encounters with individuals they found hard to believe would change,
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including their experiences as a busboy under the corrupt tutelage of a

disgraced priest and a crude cook who sexually harassed them. Yet, the

Christian perspective maintains that anyone can experience divine grace and

change.

Testimonies of conversion miracles are central to this chapter. The author

shares the conversion of infamous criminal David Berkowitz, also known as

the "Son of Sam," who previously committed heinous acts but has since

undergone a deep conversion to Christianity, choosing to deny parole in

light of his past sins.

C. S. Lewis's journey to faith is then chronicled. His conversion process

illustrates that belief can evolve over time through many phases rather than

happen as a single, clear-cut moment. Lewis, initially an atheist, expressed

complex ideas about longing and joy during his childhood and eventually

transitioned through various stages toward theism. A pivotal moment came

during a conversation with J.R.R. Tolkien when he began to grasp that the

Gospel presented by Christianity was a truth more profound than other

myths he enjoyed. This realization culminated in a dramatic change from

disbelief to firm faith, capturing his experience of encountering Jesus.

The author then recounts their own journey of conversion, emphasizing that

their experience did not fit the "classic" mold of repentance or deep

theological understanding. Instead, a dream revealed to them a compelling
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truth about Jesus, leading to a transformation in desires—a realization that

marked a beginning rather than a conclusive end.

The chapter considers how the initial excitement of newfound faith often

leads individuals to proclaim their beliefs passionately, sometimes to the

annoyance of others. Reflecting on their experience, the author recognizes

their initial fervor, which perhaps alienated them from some friends and

family. Yet, they also describe moments of profound love and empathy

towards others ignited by their faith.

The story shifts to Ed Tuttle, the author’s friend whose conversion

profoundly impacted their life. Ed's background as a devoutly Catholic

youth, with ambitions of becoming a priest, stands in stark contrast to his

later struggles with faith, societal pressures, and personal relationships. His

experiences provide insight into the complex nature of faith and the

struggles against temptation and the New Age spirituality of his era.

Lastly, the chapter concludes with a vivid recounting of the author's own

dream involving a "golden fish," symbolizing the realization of Jesus

Christ's presence in their life. This mystical experience set them on a path of

unwavering faith and the realization that God communicated personally with

them, resonating with their heart’s language. 

Cisco's transformation story further illustrates how even those deeply
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enmeshed in crime can find redemption and purpose. Cisco's life

journey—from a bullied boy to a drug lord—marks a powerful testimony of

how a personal encounter with God can lead to an entirely new purpose and

understanding of life.

The chapter ultimately emphasizes that conversion is not merely about

crossing a threshold of faith—it's about beginning a journey of becoming the

people we were meant to be, marked by authenticity, love, and a relentless

pursuit of God's purpose in our lives.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: No one is beyond the reach of God's grace

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of your life,

burdened by your past mistakes and misdeeds, wondering if true

change is possible. Chapter 10 of 'Miracles' beautifully illustrates that

no one, regardless of their past, is beyond redemption through divine

grace. This profound realization can ignite a spark within you,

inspiring you to believe in the potential for transformation not only in

your own life but in the lives of those around you. You may find

yourself inspired to extend grace and understanding to others,

fostering a community where personal growth and healing abound,

affirming that even the hardest hearts can be softened, and that true

change begins with the courage to believe it is possible.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 10 | HEALING MIRACLES

### Healing Miracles Summary

In this chapter, the author delves into the phenomenon of healing miracles,

sharing various accounts where individuals have experienced remarkable

recoveries attributed to divine intervention. The text explores how healing

miracles, while often predictable in their narration (e.g., sudden restoration

of sight or recovery from disease), provide profound and impactful stories

that resonate with many people across different contexts. 

The author begins by reflecting on the deeper significance of healing

miracles, noting their prevalence in historical and contemporary spiritual

narratives. He relates a personal anecdote about his grandmother, who

experienced sudden healing from leg pain while praying, which sets the tone

for the anecdotes to follow.

One of the most poignant stories shared is that of Cisco Anglero, a man who,

after a transformative spiritual experience in prison, witnesses a miracle

when he prays for his sick friend, Hector, who is suffering from AIDS.

Cisco, initially hesitant and inexperienced in prayer, is moved to act when he

feels the Holy Spirit urging him to pray. After a powerful prayer, Hector

miraculously jumps out of bed, leading to astonishment from both Cisco and
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the prison staff. Although Hector's illness eventually progressed, Cisco's

faith deepened as he later learned that Hector had told his mother he wanted

Cisco to pray for him again for complete healing—a wish that prompted

Cisco to find ways to do so, even from prison.

The next story of healing is told by pastor John Alan Turner, who recounts

an incident in which a congregation member, Michael, is healed from a

pinched nerve during a service. Turner's spontaneous decision to pray for

Michael during a worship service leads to a miraculous healing, resulting in

Michael joyfully celebrating his newfound mobility before the congregation.

Another compelling narrative involves Lucy Schafer, who shares her

life-long battle with severe allergies. After years of searching unsuccessfully

for a cure through conventional and alternative medicines, Lucy encounters

other individuals who have been healed through God. As she opens her heart

to the possibility of divine healing, she undergoes an intensive period of

prayer and ultimately experiences a profound transformation. She realizes

she is no longer affected by her allergies, leading to a miraculous restoration

of her health.

Christine, an Asian-American woman from a Christian lineage, shares a

childhood experience where her grandfather is healed through prayer,

reinforcing her faith in God. Her story underscores the generational impact

that witnessed miracles have on belief systems and personal faith.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Additionally, the narrative of Paul Teske is highlighted, detailing his

recovery from a stroke after being convinced of a divine prophecy regarding

his healing. His eventual miraculous recovery at a Benny Hinn crusade

culminates in his future ministry focused on healing, demonstrating the

cyclical nature of healing experiences as foundations for future ministry.

Finally, the chapter concludes with the story of a man named Simon in

Ghana, who experiences a miraculous healing of a deteriorating foot after

being prayed for by an unexpected beggar who disappears afterward. This

anecdote encapsulates the chapter's theme: miracles manifest in various

forms and often manifest the intersection of faith, prayer, and personal

connections thick with spiritual significance.

Overall, "Healing Miracles" presents a collection of heartfelt testimonies that

highlight the transformative power of prayer and belief in divine

intervention, reinforcing the notion that miraculous healing is not confined

to historical accounts but continues to occur in contemporary life. These

accounts profoundly impact the individuals involved, leading to greater

faith, spiritual growth, and, often, a commitment to sharing these

experiences with others.

Key Themes Details
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Key Themes Details

Introduction to
Healing
Miracles

Explores accounts of remarkable recoveries attributed to divine
intervention, with a focus on the significance of healing miracles.

Personal
Reflection

Author shares anecdote about his grandmother experiencing sudden
leg pain relief while praying.

Cisco
Anglero's
Story

Prayed for friend Hector suffering from AIDS, leading to a miraculous
healing followed by deeper faith experience.

John Alan
Turner’s
Account

A congregation member, Michael, healed from pinched nerve during
prayer at a worship service, showcasing communal faith aspects.

Lucy Schafer's
Journey

Long battle with severe allergies resolved after embracing divine
healing through prayer and community support.

Christine’s
Testimony

Childhood experience of her grandfather’s healing, highlighting
generational impact on faith.

Paul Teske's
Recovery

Recovered from stroke after believing in divine prophecy, leading to
future ministry focused on healing.

Simon in
Ghana

Miraculous healing of foot after being prayed for by a beggar,
emphasizing unexpected sources of miracles.

Overall
Message

Miraculous healing stories affirm the transformative power of prayer
and belief, encouraging spiritual growth and sharing of experiences.
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Chapter 12: 11 | MIRACLES OF INNER HEALING

### Chapter 11: Miracles of Inner Healing

The chapter introduces the intriguing concept of healing, both miraculous

and gradual, emphasizing that all healing, whether instantaneous or slow,

comes from God. This includes the fascinating notion of “inner healing,”

where emotional wounds, such as grief or bitterness, can mend over time,

although sometimes they leave lasting scars. Miracles of inner healing are

highlighted as instances where God facilitates instantaneous emotional

recovery, paralleling physical healing. A previous chapter's mention of

Juanita, whose forgiveness of her father preceded her physical healing,

underscores the interconnectedness of emotional and physical well-being.

### Forgiveness: The Story of April Hernandez

April Hernandez, a co-host on the national TV show *100 Huntley Street*,

shares her journey from a troubled upbringing in the Bronx to a successful

acting career, detailing a history marked by abusive relationships. Central to

her story is a profound experience with guilt and forgiveness tied to her

decision to have an abortion at nineteen after an unplanned pregnancy. This

chapter unravels her emotional turmoil as she navigates the cold atmosphere

of the abortion clinic and the lingering guilt she carried afterward, which left
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her feeling like a “dead woman walking.”

Years later, while attending a predominantly Dominican church, April hears

the repeated calls for forgiveness from the pastor, igniting a yearning for

spiritual redemption. Her transformative moment arrives when she

physically and emotionally surrenders, crying out for forgiveness in a deeply

moving powerful encounter. April feels God's unconditional love enveloping

her, leading to not only spiritual healing but also a tangible sensation of

physical restoration. 

Her journey culminates in a vision of a little girl, whom she identifies as her

aborted child, revealing that healing often requires not just the acceptance of

forgiveness from God but also self-forgiveness. This realization enables

April to move forward, shedding the weight of her past and embracing her

renewed spirit.

### Seeing Jesus: Eva Meyer's Transformation

The chapter narrates the story of Eva Meyer, a woman known for her big

heart and dedication to caring for her sister's children amidst a tumultuous

family situation. Despite her efforts, Eva grapples with intense feelings of

anger, particularly towards her sister, whose substance abuse has caused a

cycle of pain for Eva and the children. 
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One night, overwhelmed by rage at her sister's decisions, Eva cries out to

God for help. In a moment of unexpected revelation, she perceives a vision

of Jesus outside her window, prompting a profound shift in her emotions

from rage to acceptance and compassion. His presence provides Eva with

comfort, courage, and healing, transforming her capacity to love the children

whom she has devoted herself to.

As the narrative progresses, Eva’s newfound perspective allows her to

embrace her role with Jonathan, the youngest child, fully. The chapter

culminates with Eva gaining legal custody of him, cementing the bond

formed through her experience with divine intervention.

### God and Marriage: Paul and Lisa's Journey

This chapter dives into the transformative journey of Paul and Lisa, who

face severe marital strife despite their seemingly successful lives. The

unraveling of their relationship begins when Lisa confides her profound

unhappiness, leading Paul to desperate prayer for divine intervention.

Paul’s journey leads him to the New Canaan Society, where through prayer

and fellowship, he begins to deepen his faith. He learns scriptural truths

about standing firm and trusting God's promises, even in the face of his

wife's decision to seek divorce. He remains steadfast in his faith, believing

that God could heal their relationship, even as Lisa becomes increasingly
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detached and moving towards separation.

Recurring experiences with fellow believers and an extraordinary moment

where Paul believes he physically invites Jesus into his home manifest as

powerful signs of hope. This spiritual journey encourages Paul to continue

praying for his marriage while also enlisting the support of friends and his

church community.

Simultaneously, Lisa begins to experience a transformation, which catalyzes

during emotional moments with an empathetic therapist. Ultimately, after a

series of difficult realizations and heartfelt prayers, Lisa acknowledges her

desire to reconcile. The chapter encapsulates her emotional awakening and

gradual shift towards faith, leading her back to Paul and their marriage,

culminating in a powerful reaffirmation of commitment. 

Throughout the chapter, the narrative illustrates the interplay of personal

struggles, divine encounters, and the profound effect of community and faith

on the journey of healing and restoration in marriage.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 12 | ANGELIC MIRACLES

Chapter 12: Angelic Miracles

Angels, often misunderstood in popular culture, are powerful messengers

created by God, as chronicled in the Bible. Contrary to delightful, chubby

cherubs of myth, angels are depicted as fierce and awe-inspiring beings. The

highest order of angels, known as the seraphim, serve around God's throne,

while the cherubim guard sacred places, like the Tree of Life in Genesis.

Regarding their encounters, the chapter highlights three main types of

angelic experiences: life-saving interventions, visions of angels carrying out

their divine duties, and angelic beings appearing in human form.

One compelling story is shared by April Hernandez, who experienced an

almost fatal drowning at the beach but was miraculously rescued by an

unseen force, which she believes was an angel. Her narrative illustrates the

profound reality of such encounters, challenging dismissive views of

celestial beings.

The chapter also recounts the experiences of Peter Martin at Saint Thomas’s

Church, where he witnessed two magnificent angels during Advent and

Easter services. His descriptions liken these beings to God's warriors,

highlighting their divine beauty and grandeur. Peter’s encounters offer a
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glimpse into a spiritual realm, revealing that such sightings may not be

solely for personal benefit, but rather a shared, extraordinary glimpse into

God’s presence.

Through these narratives, the chapter encapsulates the diverse roles of

angels—serving as protectors and messengers while revealing the invisible

spiritual realm to selected witnesses. The engaging personal accounts

emphasize the supportive and awe-inspiring presence of angels in moments

of crisis, reaffirming their biblical significance and existence.

Angels in Church

Peter Martin’s upper-class persona belies his extraordinary experience of

seeing angels at a high-end church in Manhattan. This section delves into his

evocative recollections from Saint Thomas’s Church during Advent and

Easter. There, amidst traditional rituals and congregational hymns, he

perceived two enormous angels—one majestic and distant, the other

towering just beside him.

Each manifestation filled Peter with awe, akin to biblical figures witnessing

divine appearances, making him feel a profound connection to the heavenly

realm. His vivid descriptions emphasize the colorful, otherworldly qualities

of the angels, suggesting that these encounters may be tied to significant
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moments in the liturgical calendar.

Despite the enchanting nature of these sightings, Peter’s reflections prompt

the question of why he alone was granted these visions. Many believe there

are individuals uniquely gifted to see into the spiritual world, akin to

glimpses witnessed during pivotal biblical episodes, like the Transfiguration

of Jesus.

Touched by an Angel

Eva Meyer’s story captures a life-threatening encounter at just thirteen.

Invited to a sleepover with friends interested in the occult, Eva ultimately

rejected their plans for a séance—opting instead for a night at the beach.

However, while attempting to cross a forbidden bridge, she fell into a

perilous situation, plummeting towards imminent danger. 

In her moment of desperation, Eva cried out to Jesus, and miraculously, she

felt a force lift her back to safety, leaving her unharmed but shaken.

Unbeknownst to her, her friends were terrified by the experience, avoiding

her thereafter. Eva’s story illustrates a powerful moment of divine

intervention, reinforcing the notion of angels altering the course of one’s

destiny.
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“You Are Not Going to Die”

Elisa Leberis recounts a near-fatal biking accident during her gap summer

after freshman year at Stanford. While navigating heavy traffic, she found

herself on a collision course with a truck. As panic surged, an unseen voice

urged her to fight, and she felt the handlebars of her bike shift on their own,

steering her to safety. The urgency of the moment transformed it into a

significant spiritual awakening, reinforcing her value and the presence of

divine guidance in her life.

Changsha Train Station

The chapter concludes with John Bechtel's fascinating tale from his

missionary work throughout China in the 1980s, where he and companions

faced transportation challenges during the hectic New Year holiday. After

thwarted attempts to secure train tickets amidst heavy crowds, he

encountered a mysterious woman who effortlessly navigated them through

the VIP areas of the train station and arranged their passage on a train

destined for Hong Kong.

Upon reflection, John came to the realization that the woman might have

been an angel in disguise, highlighting the inexplicable nature of divine
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intervention in human affairs. His story serves as a poignant reminder of the

unseen support that may accompany those on spiritual missions.

Through these varied accounts, the chapter paints a rich tapestry of angelic

involvement in the lives of believers, illustrating their roles as protectors,

guides, and messengers in the journey of faith.

Section Summary

Chapter 12:
Angelic
Miracles

Explores the true nature of angels as biblical messengers, noting
three types of angelic experiences: life-saving interventions, visions,
and appearances in human form.

Story of April
Hernandez

Describes a near-drowning experience saved by an unseen force,
believed to be an angel, challenging common perceptions of angels.

Peter Martin’s
Experiences

Shares encounters with angels at Saint Thomas’s Church, likening
them to divine warriors and reflecting on their significance during
liturgical events.

Touched by an
Angel (Eva
Meyer)

Details a near-accident that led to a moment of divine intervention
after rejecting occult practices, showcasing the transformative power
of faith.

You Are Not
Going to Die
(Elisa Leberis)

Recounts a biking accident where an unseen voice prompted Elisa to
safety, emphasizing the presence of divine guidance.

Changsha
Train Station
(John Bechtel)

Narrates an encounter with a mysterious woman who assisted him
during a travel crisis, suggesting she may have been an angelic
presence.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 13 | VARIETIES OF MIRACLES

### Chapter 13: Varieties of Miracles

Throughout the process of compiling stories for this book, I discovered

distinct categories of miracles worth noting. I found stories that exemplified

“healing miracles” and others denoted as “inner healing.” Some depicted

encounters with angels, while others narrated conversion experiences.

However, there was a variety of stories that seemed to transcend these

classifications, leaving me awestruck by the multitude of accounts I had

encountered. 

Miracles serve as a channel of communication from God, yet they also

encapsulate a profound intimacy, indicating that God truly desires to be

involved in our lives. He assures us that our joys and struggles are important

to Him; He is not a distant deity but an accessible, caring presence who

empathizes with our individual experiences. This understanding reaffirms

that our concerns, no matter how trivial they may seem, hold significance in

the eyes of God.

### The Dream That Helped Me Write Bonhoeffer

Years ago, in 2006, a powerful dream changed my perspective entirely—a
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dream that I kept to myself for a long time due to how bizarre yet significant

it felt. The setting was Großstöbnitz in East Germany, the village where my

mother grew up. Flashes of memories surfaced: my familial ties to this

small, timeless village, our visits, and meeting my relatives. One vivid

recollection was from 1971, when my family traveled there for a reunion,

creating a bond that lingered across generations.

Fast-forward thirty-five years to my dream, which revolved around a

celebratory gathering—with family members taking photographs even

before my family had arrived, reflecting a yearning to connect with my

German roots that had faded over the years. Upon waking, the emotional

weight of the dream urged me to contact my mother. However, she was

unavailable, and I reached out to my aunt instead. 

The astonishing twist? My aunt revealed a photograph received just the day

before—a photo of the very gathering I had dreamt about, one where I had

wished to be present. This uncanny coincidence led me to recognize that my

dream was indeed a miracle, a divine sign that God notices our longing and

weaves our histories together in unexpected ways. 

Through this revelation, I felt compelled to recount the layered tale of

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian and a symbol of moral courage

during Nazi rule. My connection to Bonhoeffer deepened as I delved into

research, which rekindled my ties to my German heritage and prompted
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profound musings on faith amidst historical atrocities.

As I wrestled with writing my biography of Bonhoeffer, the weight of my

dream lingered in my mind and the challenges of my task became

overwhelming. However, the miraculous connection between my dream and

the photograph served as an anchor, reminding me that there was a purpose

in my struggle—reassuring me that God had a hand in guiding me through

my writing journey.

### The Lost Keys

Miracles often raise questions about the nature of divine intervention. For

instance, a dear friend, Kimberly Thornbury, once experienced a perplexing

situation when she misplaced her keys—those indispensable tools that often

elude us. Her situation resonated universally, reminding us that everyone

faces moments of loss or disorganization.

Kimberly was particularly attached to her keys due to their significance as a

professional at Union University, where she held several master keys.

Amidst her busy life as a mother and a working woman, losing them became

a growing source of anxiety.

Determined and busy, Kimberly continued her chores without her keys until,

on a Monday morning, she mentioned the situation to her nanny, asking for
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prayer. Kimberly's nanny immediately prayed with her, asking God for

assistance. 

It was shortly after this heartfelt moment of prayer that Kimberly turned

around unexpectedly and noticed the keys—miraculously resting on her

windshield, conspicuously visible in a place they had not been before. This

moment showcased how God seems to care even for the seemingly trivial

woes of our lives, affirming that prayer can invite divine intervention in

daily struggles.

### Two Hemispheres, Three Songs

This story introduces Ken Crabb, whose painful divorce led him into a dark

place of despair. Despite his deep commitment to his marriage, his wife’s

determination to divorce left him heartbroken and angry at God. Ken

wrestled internally, garnering such pain that he even contemplated suicide,

seeing no light in his future.

However, in the depths of his sorrow, Ken decided to embark on a sabbatical

to Bali, a choice driven by the hope of reconnecting with God. His father

Larry committed to fervent prayer for Ken during this period, longing for his

son to find healing and hope. Each sang songs during their respective

journeys—Ken on the sandy beaches of Bali and Larry in his car back in

Colorado—unknowing that both were reaching out to God through the same
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hymns: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” “I Love You, Lord,” and “It Is Well

with My Soul."

The remarkable synchronicity of their experiences manifested that both

father and son were interconnected in their pursuit of divine solace,

demonstrating how our heartfelt prayers and yearning can resonate across

vast distances, further affirming God's intimate involvement in their lives.

### One Phone Call

Larry Poland, a man of integrity and leader of a ministry serving Hollywood,

faced an unexpected but dire situation. A director of photography, deep in

despair due to personal issues and divorce, had contemplated taking his own

life. Encouraged by a friend concerned for the man's welfare, Larry became

involved, despite his full schedule.

A sudden series of cancellations led to an unanticipated opportunity for

Larry to connect with this troubled man over breakfast. Through this

meeting, Larry shared the Gospel message with him, and in a powerful

culmination, Mark—this depressed DP—gave his life to Christ. What

followed was a dramatic moment of emotional release, causing Mark to

break down in tears of relief, explaining that just hours prior, he had sought

divine help while contemplating a tragic decision.
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Weeks later, Mark returned transformed, embodying the hope and healing

that can arise in the aftermath of despair. His life-changing encounter stands

as a powerful testament to divine intervention and the life-altering impact of

an earnest outreach. 

### Cali to Bogotá

Larry Poland’s adventures continued as he traveled through South America,

intricately weaving through countries while engaged with local ministries.

After a series of flights, he encountered a man named Ramon on a flight

from Bogotá to Cali, feeling compelled to share his faith yet hesitating to do

so before they parted ways at the airport.

Hours later, when fate reunited them on a different flight after unexpected

delays, Larry realized the divine orchestration at play. Ramon, remarkably,

had felt a spiritual affirmation about meeting him again, heightening the

moment’s significance. Through this encounter, Larry seized the opportunity

to minister to Ramon about Jesus' love, exemplifying God’s readiness to

communicate and rekindle lives even amidst setbacks.

### A Girl and a Squirrel

Finally, the story closes with the tale of Rick and Barbara Vlaha, who

discovered a baby squirrel after Hurricane Ike damaged their property. Their
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children, especially Grace, grew attached to the rescued animal, Izzy.

Recognizing the challenge of caring for the squirrel, Rick and Barbara

prayed earnestly for guidance.

Unexpectedly, fate introduced them to “the Squirrel Lady”—Stephanie,

whose life was dedicated to rehabilitating and caring for orphaned squirrels.

Under her compassionate care, Izzy was paired with a red squirrel in need of

companionship. This offer of friendship vividly illustrated God's attention to

details in life and needs for connection—both in the animal kingdom and in

human relationships.

Through media coverage of their heartwarming story, Grace learned that not

all answers to prayer manifest in ways we expect, but God often moves

behind the scenes to ensure love and healing we might not readily perceive.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 14 | TOUCHING ETERNITY

### Chapter 14: Touching Eternity

This chapter delves into the profound intersection between the everyday and

the eternal through miraculous events that highlight the boundary between

time and timelessness. The narratives presented emphasize how divine

interventions often manifest in ordinary life circumstances, reinforcing the

belief in a connection between the human experience and a higher realm

beyond our comprehension.

#### A Sobbing Judge

One key story recounts the life of Alice von Hildebrand, a remarkable

woman who fled Belgium in 1940 and subsequently became a renowned

philosopher in the U.S. After the death of her husband, Dietrich von

Hildebrand, a prominent Catholic thinker, she dedicated her life to

preserving his legacy through speaking engagements and writing.

In the summer of 1991, as she prepared to speak in Ohio, she faced a series

of logistical challenges stemming from a lack of communication regarding

her travel arrangements. During her taxi ride to the airport, she experienced

anxiety, compounded by a forgotten credit card. Her Jamaican taxi driver,
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Mr. Smith, took her to the airport at his own expense, providing her with a

receipt for reimbursement.

However, the situation escalated when a policeman demanded to see this

receipt, unsettling her. Lily's fears intensified as she worried about her Ohio

engagement and the repercussions for Mr. Smith, who was later summoned

to appear in court for an alleged violation after being detained for picking

her up in an unauthorized vehicle. The penalty could devastate his

livelihood.

Feeling responsible for the predicament he faced, Lily contacted various

religious groups to solicit prayers for him. Despite several delays in the court

dates, her determination to support Mr. Smith remained steadfast. Her faith

and commitment to intercede on his behalf culminated in a court appearance

where she defended Mr. Smith's character. 

Miraculously, after recounting the simplicity of the situation to the judge—a

man with a deep connection to her late husband—Mr. Smith's case was

dismissed, and the judge unexpectedly broke down in tears, recognizing the

profound impact of their encounter. 

This led Lily to a deeper understanding of her late husband’s ongoing

presence and protection. They had shared a spiritual bond transcending

death, highlighting the chapter’s theme of eternity touching everyday life.
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#### USS Washington, June 1940

The second part of the chapter recounts another dimension of Lily's life,

focusing on her harrowing experience as a teenager aboard the ocean liner

Washington, during World War II. As Nazi forces advanced, Lily and her

sister were taken to America by their parents. Onboard the Washington, a

sense of impending doom enveloped them when news of a submarine threat

emerged, forcing an evacuation.

In a moment of sheer panic, with little hope of escape, Lily experienced a

transcendent vision where time collapsed, allowing her to see her entire life

unfold in remarkable detail. This divine revelation transformed her from a

girl into a woman and solidified her belief in God’s mercy and the potential

for redemption at life’s end.

#### Beyond Death

The chapter transitions to explore contemporary narratives of individuals

claiming to have visited Heaven, prompting readers to ponder the

authenticity of such experiences. Stories of a young boy’s afterlife journey

and medical professionals recounting their near-death experiences fill the

discourse, reinforcing the idea that these miraculous claims resonate with

many seeking evidence of a divine presence in their lives.
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#### The Power of God

In discussions of faith, Brad Stine, a professional comedian, recounts his

personal struggles in reconciling the miraculous nature of God as portrayed

in Biblical stories with his own skepticism. Initially resistant to charismatic

expressions of faith, an unexpected encounter in a church profoundly

changed his perspective. While praying for his pastor, he experienced

overwhelming sensations of divine presence, feeling as though God had

physically touched him.

Though this moment left him with intense bewilderment, it affirmed for him

the existence of a loving God with a transformative plan for his life—a

juxtaposition against the skepticism he harbored prior.

#### September 11, 2001, New York City

The chapter closes with the gripping account of Lolita Jackson, who

narrowly escaped the horrors of 9/11 while working in the Twin Towers. As

chaos erupted, she claimed to feel God's presence, directing her decisions

and leading her to safety. In a miraculous twist of fate, she declined to

accompany a colleague who perished, reinforcing her belief in divine

protection and the purpose God had in her life.
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In summary, Chapter 14 of "Touching Eternity" intertwines testimonies and

experiences that collectively mirror the profound intersections between the

sacred and the mundane, illuminating the ongoing influence of eternity in

the temporal world. Each narrative resonates with the overarching theme of

divine intervention, urging readers to reflect on their own encounters with

the extraordinary within the ordinary moments of life.
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Chapter 16: 15 | HOW MIRACLES CAN CHANGE
YOUR LIFE

Chapter 15: How Miracles Can Change Your Life

In this chapter, the author explores the concept of miracles, particularly

within the context of Christian faith, and how they reflect a connection

between the divine and the earthly. Positioned within a natural world

governed by materialism and time, humans often struggle to comprehend the

notion of the miraculous—events that transcend our finite existence.

The chapter opens with the pivotal moment of the Incarnation, where God

enters the realm of time and space as a human being through the birth of

Jesus. More than just a momentous event in history, this instance represents

the intersection of eternity and time, marking the conception of Jesus in

Mary’s womb as the true point of divine entry into our world. This idea is

mirrored in the resurrection, where Jesus’s victory over death symbolizes a

profound breaking of barriers between Heaven and Earth, opening a pathway

for humanity to reconnect with the divine.

Historically, the narrative of humanity's separation from God can be traced

back to the Garden of Eden. Here, Adam and Eve enjoyed direct communion

with God, but their choice to disobey resulted in a permanent divide, leading
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to exile from divine presence. The story of Jesus serves as a narrative of

redemption, illustrating a return to that original communion where humans

were meant to dwell with their Creator. His life, death, and resurrection not

only bridge the gap but also provide a promise of eternal union with God.

The chapter then segues into the empowering realization that God is

intrinsically motivated toward our welfare, desiring to help us become who

we are truly meant to be. This raises an essential query: why do people often

resist this divine offer? The author posits that ignorance and cultural

influences—predominantly materialistic ideologies—contribute to this

resistance. Many view God as an adversary rather than a benevolent parent

who seeks to support us. This skepticism may stem from negative childhood

experiences with authority figures, leading to distrust in a caring God.

To counter this avoidance of a decision regarding faith, the writer references

the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who emphasized that failing to

act in the face of moral choices is itself a decision. In a culture that

celebrates agnosticism and materialism, the notion of following Jesus

represents a conscious risk. However, the author challenges readers to

evaluate the potential benefits of engaging with God in contrast to the

dangers of complacency in the current cultural flow that might lead them

away from genuine fulfillment.

In conclusion, the chapter insists that embracing the miraculous,
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underpinned by faith, could transform our lives. By rejecting passive

agnosticism and forging a path toward a relationship with God, individuals

position themselves to experience profound change—a return to the divine

home for which they were initially created. The question remains: Will we

choose to risk it all for the unparalleled promise of life beyond the confines

of our temporal existence?
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