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About the book

In "Monster: The True Story of Aileen Wuornos," readers are offered a

gripping portal into the tumultuous life of one of America's most notorious

female serial killers. Guiding us through the psychological labyrinths and

societal fractures that sculpted her, the book deftly examines how dreams of

redemption became grotesquely distorted. More than a mere recounting of

crimes, this narrative probes deeply into the psyche of a woman caught in

the jaws of her own despair, exposing the haunting confluence of

vulnerability and viciousness. Readers are invited on a poignant journey,

navigating the delicate balance between nature and nurture, fate and choice,

and are compelled to question whether monstrous actions are born from or

bestowed upon us by the oft-cruel hand of destiny. Let "Monster" be not just

an exploration of Wuornos' fractured humanity, but a challenge to our

conceptions of justice and condemnation, seen through the chilling reflection

in the mirror of our own society.
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About the author

Aileen Wuornos is an enigmatic and controversial figure whose life story

has captivated many through media and literature, including her own

musings in "Monster." Born in 1956 in Rochester, Michigan and enduring a

tumultuous childhood marked by instability, abuse, and neglect, Wuornos's

early life was wrought with challenges. These tribulations set a turbulent

path that eventually led her into a life on the fringes of society, embroiled

with crime and survival on the streets. Dubbed by the media as "America's

first female serial killer," Wuornos was convicted of murdering seven men

between 1989 and 1990 while working as a sex worker. Her complex story

intertwines themes of survival, mental illness, and a search for

empowerment, offering a glimpse into the darker corridors of human

society. Through her narrative, Wuornos invites readers to explore the

tumult beneath the headlines and the human elements that make her story

both haunting and compelling.
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Chapter 1 Summary: : THE CIGARETTE BANDIT

Chapter One: The Cigarette Bandit

The early life of Aileen Carol Wuornos, born on February 29, 1956, was

marred by a series of tragic and detrimental circumstances. Born to very

young parents, Diane and Leo Dale Pittman, in Detroit, Michigan, Aileen's

entry into the world was fraught with adversity. Her father, Leo, was a

criminal with violent tendencies, later imprisoned for kidnapping and sexual

offenses against a minor. He eventually committed suicide in 1971 while

incarcerated. Her mother, Diane, unable to cope with the pressure of single

motherhood after Leo's departure, abandoned Aileen and her brother Keith,

leaving them in the care of their grandparents, Lauri and Britta Wuornos.

Lauri and Britta officially adopted Aileen and Keith, raising them alongside

their own children in a strict and secretive household in Troy, Michigan. The

environment was oppressive for Aileen, as Lauri, a heavy drinker, exercised

harsh disciplinary measures, often resorting to physical punishment. The

neighborhood, characterized by its tight-knit community, knew little about

the tumult within the Wuornos home, as privacy was strictly maintained.

Aileen's childhood was tumultuous. She had a penchant for trouble, once

suffering serious burns attempting to start a fire, and later establishing a
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reputation as a loner and a delinquent among her peers. She was incisively

dubbed "the Cigarette Bandit" due to her practice of trading sexual favors for

cigarettes with local boys. Aileen's relationships were marked by

dysfunction, including an alleged incestuous interaction with her brother

Keith and sexual exploitation by various figures in her life, including family

acquaintances.

At the age of 11, Aileen faced the major shock of discovering that Lauri and

Britta were her grandparents, not her parents, compounding her sense of

betrayal and helplessness. Her teenage years brought escalated tensions at

home, leading to frequent run-ins with her authoritarian grandfather. This

tumultuous phase culminated in her expulsion from the household,

ultimately leading her into a life of transience characterized by hitchhiking,

petty crime, and survival sex work.

One notable friendship emerged during this period with Dawn Botkins, who

remained Aileen's lifelong confidante. The two would often run away for

brief spells, navigating the grueling realities of street life.

Aileen's educational experience was fraught with difficulty. Despite some

artistic talent, she was frequently in trouble at school, and efforts by school

authorities to prompt her engagement with counseling went unheeded by her

adoptive parents.
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A significant incident during her youth was her pregnancy, rumored to be a

result of assault, leading to the birth and subsequent adoption of her son.

This event was the last straw for Lauri Wuornos, resulting in intensified

household conflict and the eventual death of Britta under suspicious

circumstances. Following this, Lauri's mental unraveling led to his suicide,

an event that profoundly impacted Aileen, rootlessly setting her on a path of

crime and eventual violence.

In the closing fragments of this tumultuous chapter of her life, Aileen left

Michigan, her alias now defining her as a transient figure bound for the

uncertain roads of America. Her difficult upbringing, marred by abuse and

neglect, laid a foundation of instability and mistrust toward men, features

that would play a crucial role in her later violent encounters. Her departure

was a turning point into a life that embodied defiance and survival, traits that

defined her infamous legacy.

Topic Summary

Early Life

Aileen Wuornos was born on February 29, 1956, to young parents in
Detroit, Michigan. Her father was a criminal who later died by suicide in
prison, and her mother abandoned her and her brother, leaving them
with grandparents.

Family
Environment

Raised by strict adoptive grandparents in Troy, Michigan, Aileen faced
an oppressive and secretive household with harsh disciplinary practices
from her alcoholic grandfather.

Social &
Personal

She faced social isolation, was involved in trade of sexual favors for
cigarettes, and suffered from dysfunction in personal relationships.
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Topic Summary

Challenges

Major
Discoveries

At 11, Aileen learned her grandparents were not her biological parents,
compounding feelings of betrayal.

Adolescence Marked by increased conflict with her grandfather, leading to expulsion
and life on the streets.

Key
Friendship A strong bond with Dawn Botkins, who remained her lifelong confidante.

Educational
Struggles

Though artistically talented, Aileen faced behavior problems and was
unsupported in seeking counseling.

Significant
Incident

Her pregnancy, believed to result from assault, led to intensified family
conflict and fostered a deeper sense of instability.

Major Family
Events

Death of her adoptive grandmother under suspicious circumstances and
her grandfather's suicide left a lasting impact, driving her further into
crime.

Life
Transition

Leaving Michigan, Aileen began a transient life, characterized by crime
and survival strategies, shaped largely by her difficult upbringing.
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Chapter 2 Summary: : THE ODD COUPLE

Chapter Two Summary: "The Odd Couple"

The early years of Lee Wuornos' life reveal a turbulent journey marked by

legal issues and volatile relationships. By 1974, under the alias Sandra

Kretsch, she encountered legal troubles in Colorado for disorderly conduct

and other offenses. Her brush with the law only escalated when she skipped

bail.

In March 1976, Wuornos, at the age of 20, embarked on a curious marriage

with 69-year-old Lewis Gratz Fell, a wealthy, well-connected man she met

while hitchhiking. Their wedding, which followed the death of Wuornos'

grandfather, Lauri, that same year, was seen by many as a mercenary move

on her part. The marriage, perhaps motivated by financial gain, soon soured

as Lee's reckless behavior came to the fore. Her insistence on partying

against Fell's wishes culminated in her arrest for assaulting a bar manager,

igniting wider legal troubles due to outstanding warrants.

Amidst personal chaos, Wuornos experienced moments of financial fortune.

She received a $10,000 payout from her brother Keith's army life insurance

but squandered it within months on material possessions that were quickly

repossessed or sold off. Her relationships with men often ended disastrously,
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many disturbed by her quick temper, while others, she felt, took advantage

of her kindness.

Wuornos' criminal streak continued into the 1980s with a series of theft and

robbery charges. Each arrest showcased her escalating desperation and

erratic decision-making. Her brief stints of happiness, such as a relationship

with a retired businessman, were often ruined by her explosive temper,

leaving her with a feeling of betrayal.

In 1986, Wuornos met Tyria "Ty" Jolene Moore at a Daytona gay bar,

seeking connection amidst her turbulent life. As Wuornos struggled with her

criminal tendencies and a history of troubled relationships, this encounter

marked a new chapter.

Throughout this period, Wuornos blamed external factors for her troubles,

frequently pointing to an abusive past and perceived exploitation to justify

her actions. While her erratic lifestyle and criminal behavior depicted a

pattern of self-destruction, her yearning for love and acceptance remained

constant. Her relationships, though passionate, were often marred by

violence and betrayal, setting the stage for future chaos in her life. 

This chapter not only illustrates Wuornos' personal decline but also

foreshadows the turmoil that would engulf her later years, culminating in her

notorious infamy. It highlights how her life choices, rooted in a troubled

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


background, led to increasingly severe consequences, shaping her path

toward infamy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Desire for Love and Acceptance Amidst Chaos

Critical Interpretation: Even in the turbulent storm that was Wuornos'

life, her desperate yearning for love and acceptance shines through. As

you navigate the chaotic waters of your life, let this chapter be a

solemn reminder that the pursuit of genuine connection and

acceptance is a fundamental human desire. Wuornos' erratic decisions

and volatile relationships depict how the absence of love can propel

one into self-destructive patterns. Treat this with introspection,

understanding that in seeking acceptance from others, it is equally

crucial to cultivate self-love and stability within yourself first. Finding

peace within your own heart could steer you away from desperation

and guide you in forming wholesome and nurturing relationships.
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Chapter 3 Summary: : TYRIA JOLENE MOORE

Chapter Three of this narrative introduces us to Tyria Jolene Moore and

 explores her complicated and tumultuous relationship with a woman named

Lee. It's a story that delves into themes of love, deception, and survival, with

a backdrop rich in Florida’s history and culture.

The chapter begins with Lee expressing an intense and consuming love for

Tyria, describing it as something beyond the realm of imagination. Lee was

motivated by an unyielding desire to provide for Tyria, whom she perceived

as someone who had never been properly cared for. Despite being on the run

from the law, Lee worked tirelessly, often turning to illegal means, out of

devotion to Tyria. However, this deep affection later turns into resentment as

Lee feels betrayed by Tyria, who ultimately becomes a source of

disappointment.

Interwoven with this narrative is a detailed history of Florida, from its

discovery by Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de León to its development as a

major resort state by Carl Graham Fisher. The description captures Florida's

allure with its idyllic beaches and vibrant nightlife, juxtaposed with a darker

side, marked by drug smuggling and a transient population seeking seasonal

work—a context that frames Lee's experiences in the state.

Lee arrives in Florida after a series of troubled life choices, running from her
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past in search of a fresh start. It's there, in Daytona Beach, that she meets

Tyria and a passionate relationship begins. Despite differing

backgrounds—Lee, a fugitive with a troubled past, and Tyria, a middle-class

woman with recent religious awakenings—their initial connection is intense.

The narrative explores the complexity of their relationship: Tyria, at odds

with her religious beliefs but captivated by Lee's lifestyle, and Lee, driven

by a need for acceptance and love, grapples with the demands of her chosen

path as a prostitute. Lee is depicted as a woman constantly on the move,

adopting new identities and employing deception to protect herself and

Tyria. Their life together is transient and unstable, rooted in motels and

marked by financial insecurity.

The portrayal of Lee paints her as a woman haunted by her past, searching

for love and connection, having never received genuine affection in her

upbringing. Her relationship with Tyria becomes her anchor, even as it leads

her to make ever more perilous choices. The chapter also briefly touches on

Tyria's struggles with her identity, being torn between her religious beliefs

and her love for Lee.

In the midst of this turbulent relationship, Lee's volatile nature surfaces,

often clashing with those around her, including bus drivers and neighbors.

Her confrontational behavior is a recurring theme, highlighting the intense

internal struggles she faces.
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As the narrative draws to a close, Lee's life of crime and deception becomes

more apparent, revealing a tragic figure driven by a misguided sense of love

and belonging. Desperation and the lure of easy money lead Lee down a path

of no return. Despite her struggles, Lee remains fiercely devoted to Tyria,

even as their relationship begins to fray under the weight of financial strain

and societal pressures.

Chapter Three paints a vivid picture of love and betrayal, set against the

backdrop of Florida's glitzy yet gritty allure. It is a tale of two women bound

together in a relationship that defies easy categorization, filled with passion,

conflict, and, ultimately, tragedy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Resilience to Seek Love and Acceptance

Critical Interpretation: Imagine finding yourself trapped in a cycle of

difficult choices and turbulent pasts, driven by an overwhelming yet

misguided belief that love and acceptance are all that matter. As

Chapter Three unfolds, allowing the complexities of Lee's relationship

with Tyria to surface, you're invited to reflect on the human spirit's

relentless pursuit of connection, no matter the cost. Lee's story, amidst

the captivating yet precarious backdrop of Florida, underscores the

resilience and determination that fuel our quest for

companionship—even when it means navigating a tangled web of

missteps and deceit. Her journey compels you to examine the lengths

to which you might go to feel truly valued and understood, and serves

as a poignant reminder of the innate human desire for love, against all

odds.
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Chapter 4: : RICHARD MALLORY

Chapter Four Summary: Richard Mallory Murdered on December 1, 1989

This chapter, centered around the murder of Richard Mallory, delves deep

into the psyche of both Lee Wuornos, a troubled woman with a history of

violent retribution against abusive men, and Mallory himself, a man with a

dark and secretive past. Lee reflects on her life, equating her work as a

prostitute to that of a cab driver: some clients are respectful, and others are

not. Her encounters with disrespectful clients sometimes turned violent,

leading to Lee's extreme measures.

The narrative reveals that on a stormy night in 1989, Richard Mallory, an

electronics-repair businessman with a long history of sexual deviancy,

picked up Lee while she was hitchhiking. Despite initially appearing

friendly, Mallory's demeanor changed when he became forceful during a

sexual encounter. Lee, motivated by self-preservation and intoxicated with

alcohol and frustration, shot and killed him. She later recounted that Mallory

intended to rape her, a claim consistently disregarded by the judge during

her trial.

Significant background is provided on Richard Mallory, illustrating him as a

secretive and paranoid man. Mallory had a penchant for deviant sexual
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behavior, was financially unstable due to his indulgences, and had a history

of incarceration for attempted rape. Despite this, the court, jury, and Lee

were unaware of the full extent of Mallory’s past, which could have

influenced the trial's outcome. This past includes a lengthy stint in a

Maryland mental institution where he was diagnosed with severe sexual

compulsions.

Post-murder, Lee casually discussed the killing with her lover Tyria,

seemingly unaffected. She went on to pawn items belonging to Mallory,

ultimately leaving a trail of evidence that would later play a key role in her

arrest and conviction. The law's reluctance to delve into Mallory's dark past

during the trial is highlighted, positing that knowledge of his history might

have colored perceptions differently, potentially supporting Lee's assertion

of self-defense.

The chapter paints a vivid picture of the tragic encounter between Lee

Wuornos and Richard Mallory, exposing layers of psychological

complexity, the harsh realities of their lifestyles, and the resulting spiral of

events that led to seven more murders committed by Lee.
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Chapter 5 Summary: : DAVID SPEARS

Chapter Five Summary: The Murder of David Spears

David Spears, a 43-year-old construction worker from Winter Garden,

Florida, was a man known for his reliability, kindness, and strong work

ethic. Standing at six foot four, he was a gentle giant who took care of his

ex-wife Dee, sharing his pay regularly with her. On the day preceding his

murder, David informed Dee that he would visit her the following afternoon.

However, fate took an unexpected turn when David encountered Aileen

Wuornos, also known as Lee, while driving along US 27.

Despite her destination being significantly out of his way, David

inexplicably agreed to give Lee a ride to Homosassa Springs. As they

traversed several highways, eventually pulling into a wooded area,

something deadly unfolded. Lee later recounted a series of events involving

intoxication and a violent dispute in the back of David's truck. Feeling

threatened, she claimed self-defense, shooting him and fleeing the scene.

David's truck was discovered abandoned on May 20, laden with clues such

as a blonde hair on the steering wheel and a ripped condom packet, yet

stripped of his personal belongings, including a unique panther statue

intended for Dee. The driver's seat was adjusted too close to the
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wheel—evidence pointing to a different driver after David's murder.

The unveiling of David's tragic end came on June 1 when Mathew Cocking

stumbled upon his decomposing body in a clearing in Citrus County. The

scene was grim, with empty beer cans and a used condom lying near the

nude corpse, wearing only a camouflage cap. With such severe

decomposition, initial identification was challenging. However, dental

records later confirmed the victim's identity. The autopsy revealed six

.22-caliber bullets lodged in David's remains, stark evidence of his violent

death. 

The theft of David's wages and emergency cash by Lee signified a grim

outcome for a man who was thought incapable of the aggression needed for

such a confrontation. This tragic and senseless murder marked another

chapter in the disturbing series of events linked to Aileen Wuornos. Just

days later, another victim was discovered, indicating a trail of death in Lee's

path.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Self-Reassessment in the Face of Tragedy

Critical Interpretation: Encountering the gravity of David Spears'

tragic story can serve as an occasion to reassess your life choices and

interactions with others. You are inspired to reflect deeply on the

consequences of taking others at face value, fostering awareness, and

nurturing intuition as essential parts of your interactions. David's

tragic decision to offer Lee a ride, despite his kind-hearted intentions,

starkly reminds you to weigh circumstances with caution and clarity.

This chapter implores you to cherish relationships by responsibly

balancing trust, empathy, and vigilance, echoing the subtle but

powerful message that one small act of kindness might change the

trajectory of your or another’s life in unforeseen ways, both positively

and negatively.
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Chapter 6 Summary: : CHARLES ‘CHUCK’
CARSKADDON

Chapter Six focuses on the tragic murder of Charles "Chuck" Carskaddon,

 occurring on the night of May 21 to 22, 1990. The narrative unfolds with a

dramatic confrontation involving Lee Wuornos, a rare but notorious female

serial killer, whose crimes confound societal expectations around gender and

violence.

In general, women commit a significantly smaller percentage of murders

compared to men, both in Great Britain and the United States. Most

female-committed homicides are crimes of passion, often resulting from

situations of abuse or jealousy. However, Lee Wuornos defied these norms,

becoming an infamous exception due to the nature and brutality of her

crimes.

Chuck Carskaddon, a 41-year-old former road digger and rodeo rider, had

changed paths to seek a more peaceful life as a press operator in Missouri.

He was traveling from Boonville, Missouri, to Tampa, Florida, intending to

pick up his fiancée, Peggy, on what was to be a promising new chapter in his

life. Traveling south on the Dixie Highway, Carskaddon encountered Lee

Wuornos, who was hitchhiking, likely after abandoning another vehicle just

off I-75.
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Lee's recounting of the events between her and Carskaddon shifts

inconsistently. Initially, she claimed they stopped the car for sex. She then

retrieved a gun from her bag and shot Carskaddon multiple times, initially

citing self-defense because she had discovered his .45-caliber handgun on

the hood of the car, escalating her fear that he intended to harm her.

Later, Lee altered her story, admitting she killed him for money. In her final

days, she reverted to claiming self-defense in all her murders, including

Carskaddon's. His naked body was found on June 6, covered with foliage

and a green electric blanket, 23 miles from his intended destination. The

autopsy confirmed he had been shot nine times in the chest with a

.22-caliber handgun.

Carskaddon's beloved 1975 Cadillac was discovered the following day, 45

miles north of the crime scene near I-75 and CR 484 in Marion County.

Despite the vehicle's missing license plate, its identification number enabled

the tracing of the owner.

Florence, Carskaddon's mother, informed the police of the personal items

her son carried, including a blue-steel .45-caliber pistol with a pearl handle –

notably missing its firing pin because Carskaddon feared using it. None of

these possessions were found with the recovered vehicle or body.

Meanwhile, Lee was armed more heavily than before, minus the firing pin.
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This chapter starkly illustrates the severity and senselessness of

Carskaddon's murder, highlighting Lee Wuornos's disturbing journey as a

serial killer who challenged traditional perceptions of female criminal

behavior.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Breaking Stereotypes

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 6 of "Monster" underscores Lee

Wuornos's unnerving defiance of conventional gender norms in crime,

illustrating how she shatters the stereotype of female passivity and

predictability. Her actions in the murder of Chuck Carskaddon

challenge societal expectations that often limit women's capacity for

violence, prompting us to reflect on the nature versus nurture debate

and the dangerous assumptions that can arise from rigid gender roles.

Wuornos's story compels us to recognize the profound complexity and

individuality of human behavior, reminding us that we should not

judge others based solely on preconceived notions. Embracing this

understanding empowers us to acknowledge the intrinsic potential for

both good and evil in all individuals, encouraging a more nuanced

perception of humanity.
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Chapter 7 Summary: : PETER SIEMS

Chapter Seven Summary: Peter Siems, Murdered 7/8 June 1990

In June 1990, Peter Siems, a 65-year-old retired merchant seaman and

devout Christian from Florida, embarked on a journey to visit relatives

across the United States. Known for his missionary work, Peter was seen by

neighbors loading Bibles and luggage into his silver-grey Pontiac Sunbird.

He intended to travel to Arkansas and then New Jersey, planning to call his

wife later that day—a promise that went unfulfilled.

On his journey, Peter encountered Aileen Wuornos, later known for her

criminal activities, particularly involving the murders of several men across

Florida. After her arrest, Wuornos recounted a hazy, alcohol-blurred

memory of meeting Siems. She claimed he became threatening during a

sexual encounter in the Georgia woods, leading her to shoot him. However,

Siems’ body was never found, leaving his fate a mystery.

The case took an unexpected twist close to a month later on July 4, when

Peter's car was involved in an accident near Orange Springs, Florida.

Rhonda and Jim Bailey, residents nearby, witnessed the car crashing and two

women—Aileen and her companion Tyria—emerging from the wreck. The

women, both visibly injured and under the influence, discarded beer cans
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and argued before abandoning the car. Despite an offer of assistance from a

passerby, the women declined and eventually walked away, leaving behind

incriminating evidence.

Authorities later discovered bloodstains and personal items in the car that

did not belong to Siems, including beer cans and cigarette butts.

Investigations traced these items back to a truck stop in Wildwood, Florida,

and an Eckerd drug store in Atlanta, revealing that Wuornos and Tyria had

visited these locations shortly after Siems' disappearance. The manager of

the Eckerd store identified them as having bought cleaning supplies and

personal items, including condoms matching those found near another

murder scene.

Detective John Wisnieski of the Jupiter Police Department, already engaged

in the investigation, issued a nationwide alert with sketches of the women

but held little hope of finding Siems alive. Despite these efforts, police

initially failed to utilize critical resources, such as fingerprint analysis, to

further the investigation. Consequently, the absence of Siems and the

fingerprints left behind in the wrecked vehicle remained unresolved, a

testament to the trail of violence left by Wuornos and the brutal

circumstances that led to Siems' disappearance.
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Chapter 8: : EUGENE ‘TROY’ BURRESS

Chapter Eight focuses on the murder of Eugene 'Troy' Burress, a significant

 event tied to a series of murders committed by Aileen Wuornos, a notorious

figure in American criminal history. This chapter weaves together the

circumstances surrounding Burress's murder and sheds light on Wuornos's

actions and motivations.

Eugene 'Troy' Burress, known for his amiable personality, had turned fifty

earlier that year. He was a slightly built, blonde man who worked as a

salesman for the Gilchrist Sausage Company in Ocala, Florida—a town

known for its proximity to other significant locations linked to Wuornos's

crimes. Before settling in Ocala with his wife, Rose, Burress had owned a

pool-cleaning business in Boca Raton, further south in Florida.

On July 30, 1990, Burress embarked on his usual business route, delivering

products to various customers across central Florida. His last intended

destination was Salt Springs in Marion County, near the site of other

incidents involving Wuornos, such as the crash of Peter Siems's car.

Concern arose when Burress failed to return from his deliveries. Mrs. Jonnie

Mae Thompson, Gilchrist's manager, discovered that Burress had not

completed his final delivery. When Burress did not report back or seek

assistance for a possible breakdown, she realized something was amiss and
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initiated a search.

Early the next morning, Burress was officially reported missing by his wife.

The police quickly responded, but it was not until 4 am that the Gilchrist

delivery van—its unique design making it easily identifiable—was found

abandoned along SR 19. The vehicle, locked and missing its keys, signaled

foul play. The discovery was made within close proximity to areas

associated with Wuornos's prior activities.

A picnic-going family stumbled upon Burress's decomposed body five days

later in the Ocala National Forest. His identity was eventually confirmed

through a wedding ring given to him by his wife. It was determined that

Burress had been killed by two shots from a .22-caliber handgun—one to the

chest and another to the back. Nearby, a delivery clipboard was located, but

the financial takings were gone.

Lee, later identified as Aileen Wuornos, recounted that Burress had taken

her to the woods, made demeaning remarks, and attacked her. She claimed

in self-defense, shooting him first in the chest during their struggle. As he

attempted to escape, Wuornos shot him again in the back, a deliberate act

she mistakenly believed was justified by claim of being a rape victim.

Through this narrative, the chapter not only recounts the murder of Troy

Burress but also highlights Wuornos's criminal mindset, as she continued a
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series of violent encounters that would eventually lead to her arrest and the

uncovering of a darker criminal pattern.
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Chapter 9 Summary: : CURTIS ‘CORKY’ REID

Chapter Nine Summary:

Curtis "Corky" Reid's disappearance and death in September 1990 are

largely overlooked in the context of serial killer Aileen Wuornos' crimes.

Despite signs pointing to Wuornos' involvement, the police exhibited a

concerning lack of interest in investigating his case. Corky was a senior

engineer who, after enduring personal hardships, lived a quiet life centered

around family. On September 6, 1990, he planned a short trip to visit a

friend and attend a doctor's appointment but never returned. His concerned

sister, Deanie Stewart, began an independent search when the police advised

her to await Corky's return.

Corky's car was later found abandoned with evidence of rough handling, but

authorities failed to thoroughly investigate. The Titusville police officer,

Dan Carter, showed interest but was sidelined by higher authorities once

Wuornos was apprehended. Deanie's frustration grew as law enforcement

dismissed her calls for action, prompting her to reach out to the attorney

general. Investigator Bruce Munster only responded after Deanie's formal

complaint but insisted that Corky was not one of Wuornos' victims. Deanie

harbored doubts about this dismissal and petitioned for Carter's involvement

in the investigation.
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Her efforts were thwarted when Munster pressured her to withdraw the

petition. Corky's case was further sidelined as Munster and his partner

downplayed his disappearance during Wuornos' investigation. Despite

Deanie identifying familiar belongings among confiscated items tied to

Wuornos' accomplice Tyria Moore, Munster refused to accept them as

evidence without substantial proof. Meanwhile, key investigators, Munster

included, were negotiating lucrative deals related to the case. The chapter

underscores the neglect surrounding Corky's case, hinting at larger systemic

failures within the investigation of Wuornos' serial killings.
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Chapter 10 Summary: : CHARLES ‘DICK’
HUMPHREYS

Chapter Ten: The Murder of Charles 'Dick' Humphreys on September 11,

 1990

In this chapter, we delve into the tragic story of Charles "Dick" Humphreys,

a respected figure within the Florida Department of Health and

Rehabilitation Services. Humphreys, 56, was known for his dedication as an

investigator protecting abused and injured children. Formerly a police chief

in Alabama, his life seemed fulfilled with a family, including his wife

Shirley, who was battling cancer. Tragically, Humphreys never returned

home from his final day of work in Sumterville, an area coincidentally

within Aileen Wuornos's territory.

On September 11, 1990, Humphreys picked up a hitchhiker while on his

way home. His subsequent murder bore the characteristics of previous

killings linked to Wuornos: the victim was shot multiple times, with

Humphreys himself suffering six .22-calibre bullet wounds. Post-murder, his

belongings were found missing, his trouser pockets turned inside out, and

his vehicle abandoned, stripped of identifiers.

Amid the investigations, a cash receipt from a Speedway truck stop linked
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Humphreys to Wuornos and Tyria Moore, Aileen's companion. The store

clerk recalled two women purchasing beer around the time of Humphreys’s

disappearance, similar in appearance to Lee (Aileen's nickname) and Tyria.

As it turns out, Tyria often denied knowledge of Lee's criminal activities,

despite evidence to the contrary, including driving a car from one of Lee's

victims.

The narrative expands on Tyria's admission post-Lee’s arrest, revealing a

chain of events and possessions linking her to the crimes. This includes

encounters with multiple vehicles tied to the murders, further implicating her

in the criminal activities. Despite her denial of meetings with individuals

like Humphreys, Tyria's account raised suspicion due to discrepancies in her

timeline and proximity to hospital.

The chapter transitions into the transient lifestyle of Lee as she resided with

Tyria, fueled by earnings from criminal acts. Descriptions of their behavior

from local business owners showcased a pattern of alcohol use and disputes,

eventually leading Tyria to leave. Under financial distress and with

investigations closing in, Lee and Tyria's composite sketches were put out to

the public, further tightening the net around them with reported sightings.

A narrative emerges of missed opportunities by the authorities who failed to

connect a series of crimes occurring near the Seminole Indian Reservation

and surrounding areas, despite multiple crimes transpiring within a similar
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geographical perimeter. The discovery of Humphreys's abandoned vehicle

should have raised alarms linking the pattern of crimes, but the connections

remained subtle within the chaotic investigation landscape.

In summary, the chapter presents a poignant recount of an honorable man’s

murder, tangled in a web of crime, companionship, and missed cues amid a

notorious killing spree. The intricate relationship between Lee and Tyria

adds complexity, further highlighting the murky depth of deception and

denial overarching the sinister events of September 1990.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Compassion Over Judgement

Critical Interpretation: In life, you often come across individuals

whose actions bewilder and anger you, much like the reaction to

Aileen Wuornos's heinous acts. However, Chapter 10 of 'Monster,'

recounting the tragic fate of Charles Humphreys, offers a lesson in

searching for compassion beneath layers of judgment. Humphreys

himself was a figure who dedicated his life to protect the most

vulnerable; his life serves as an inspiration to engage with kindness

and empathy even with those who seem broken beyond repair.

Adopting this mindset could inspire you to look beneath outward

appearances and actions, seeking understanding over immediate

condemnation.
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Chapter 11 Summary: : WALTER GINO ANTONIO

Chapter Eleven: Walter Gino Antonio - Murdered on 17 November 1990

As investigators began to tie together evidence from multiple murders

around Florida, they realized a serial killer was targeting older men.

Similarities among the cases, such as victims being shot with a .22-caliber

weapon and having their pockets turned out, signaled a sinister pattern.

Marion and Citrus County detectives collaborated with Detective Tom Muck

from Pasco County after their investigations seemed connected by bullets

with distinctive rifling marks.

Composite sketches from witnesses suggested the killer was a short, blonde

woman. This theory was bolstered by incidents such as two women leaving

the scene of a crime and a truck-stop clerk’s description. Captain Steve

Binegar of Marion County formed a task force together with police from

other affected counties, focusing on the theory of a female serial killer

posing as a hitchhiker or sex worker. The press was enlisted to spread

awareness, leading to the identification of Aileen Wuornos and Tyria Moore

as prime suspects.

A key piece of evidence came from a near-victim, truck driver Bobby Lee

Copus. While driving to Orlando to pay a bill, Copus picked up a woman
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named Lee who looked like she needed a ride. She repeatedly propositioned

him for sexual favors. When he refused, she became angry and Copus saw

what he believed was a gun in her purse. Sensing danger, he managed to

lock her out of his car under the guise of a phone call, escaping as she yelled

threats. His testimony later offered insight into Wuornos's modus operandi

and possibly saved his life.

The narrative shifts to the final victim, Walter Gino Antonio, a 60-year-old

trucker and reserve police officer from Merritt Island. On November 17th,

while en route to Alabama for a job opportunity, Antonio crossed paths with

Wuornos. When his body was discovered the next day, he had been shot four

times. His possessions, including a valuable ring later given to Tyria by

Aileen, were missing, and his car was found abandoned miles away.

Detectives traced his car’s movements post-mortem, deducing over a

thousand miles had been covered. This suggested Wuornos continued

traveling, likely seeking more victims. Despite her claims of self-defense,

Wuornos's violent behavior was becoming increasingly evident.

Throughout the subsequent investigations, Aileen Wuornos left a bloody

trail across central Florida, painting a grim picture of desperation and anger

that would ultimately lead to her arrest and trial as a serial killer.
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Chapter 12: : PARTING COMPANY

Chapter Twelve: Parting Company

In this chapter, the investigation around Aileen Carol Wuornos intensifies,

and the connection between her and the murders of several men becomes

increasingly evident. Captain Steve Binegar's public appeal through

newspapers brings in multiple leads, all linking the two prime

suspects—Aileen, often referred to as "Lee," and Tyria Moore. Their

relationship, central to understanding Aileen's actions, is explored as details

emerge from various informants.

A key witness from Homosassa Springs reveals that two women matching

the suspects' descriptions rented an RV from him a year prior, providing

names "Tyria Moore" and "Lee." Similarly, a motel worker from Tampa

identifies Tyria Moore and Susan Blahovec as two women connected to the

case, hinting at their involvement in criminal activity. These informants help

piece together the puzzle for investigators, drawing crucial connections

between the crimes and the suspects.

Tyria Moore and Lee's relationship is further strained when Tyria returns to

Florida, only to be confronted with their dire circumstances, including

eviction from their motel. Although Aileen attempts to convince Tyria to
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stay, their separation seems inevitable. Lee, in a gesture of commitment,

throws her gun into Rose Bay and gives Tyria an engagement ring as a token

of her affection. The two finally part ways at a Greyhound bus station,

deepening Aileen's emotional desolation.

With Tyria out of her life, Aileen is left to fend for herself, resorting to

pawning the engagement ring and other possessions. Investigators capitalize

on these transactions, linking pawn shop records back to items owned by one

of the murder victims, Richard Mallory. This breakthrough ties Aileen

convincingly to the murders, aided by fingerprint matches on a pawn ticket

and a bloody palm print.

Living rough and back on the streets, Aileen encounters Dixie Mills, an

ex-marine sharing her propensity for alcohol. Although their brief

interaction is marked by shared sorrows and fleeting companionship, Mills

later recants his initial perception, painting a different picture of their time

together. Despite his claims of outlandish fantasies Aileen allegedly shared,

her own narrative sharply contradicts his, dismissing his recount as

embellishment.

As law enforcement closes in, it becomes clear that Aileen's multiple

aliases—Lori K. Grody, Susan Blahovec, and Cammie Marsh Greene—have

unraveled. The once-fleeting glimpses into her transitory life culminate in

the tragic realization of her downward spiral, highlighting not only her
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desperation but also the complexity lying beneath her criminal veneer. The

chapter encapsulates the unraveling of her life, surrounded by betrayal,

separation, and the relentless pursuit of justice closing in.
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Chapter 13 Summary: : THE ARREST

In Chapter Thirteen, the narrative focuses on the arrest of Aileen Wuornos, a

 serial killer who had been under police surveillance. Two undercover

detectives, Mike Joyner and Dick Martin, had been tracking Wuornos, who

often frequented biker bars in the Daytona Beach area. On the night of

January 8, 1991, they spotted her at the Port Orange Pub on Ridgewood

Avenue. During their interactions, Wuornos showcased a range of emotions,

from friendliness to aggression, indicating her volatile nature. She

mentioned to Joyner that her entire life was in a suitcase she carried, which

contained a key to her storage locker, hinting at her transient lifestyle and

personal struggles.

As the night progressed, Wuornos moved to The Last Resort Bar, a familiar

haunt where she had been sleeping rough. The detectives continued their

surveillance but were nearly thwarted by two uniformed police officers who,

unaware of the undercover operation, took Wuornos outside for questioning.

Urgent communication between various law enforcement agencies ensured

that she was not arrested prematurely, avoiding a potential setback to the

investigation.

Joyner and Martin resumed their covert surveillance, engaging Wuornos in

conversation and attempting to blend in. Later, another near-miss occurred

when two Florida Department of Law Enforcement officers followed
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Wuornos with their vehicle's lights off, creating the risk of alerting her.

Quick thinking from the command post prevented this mishap, and Wuornos

was allowed to continue to The Last Resort.

Realizing that a party the next evening would attract a crowd of bikers,

providing Wuornos with an easy opportunity to disappear, law enforcement

decided to expedite her arrest. Exploiting her need for a place to clean up,

Joyner and Martin invited Wuornos to their motel room under the guise of

hospitality.

Outside the bar, Larry Horzepa from the Marion County Sheriff’s Office

discreetly approached Wuornos and arrested her on a warrant for one of her

aliases, Lori Grody. The charge related to the illegal possession of a firearm,

avoiding any mention of the murders she was suspected of. This cautious

approach was necessary as the police had neither a murder weapon nor her

accomplice, Tyria Moore, at this point.

The chapter highlights the delicate balance between the careful planning and

the unexpected challenges faced by law enforcement in apprehending

Wuornos, underscoring the complexity of such undercover operations.
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Chapter 14 Summary: : AILEEN WUORNOS’S
CONFESSION – IN HER OWN WORDS

Chapter Fourteen of this narrative unravels the intricate dynamics leading to

 Aileen Wuornos’s confession and conviction for a series of murders. The

chapter begins with law enforcement tracing Tyria Moore, Aileen's ex-lover,

to Scranton, Pennsylvania, where she was living with her sister. Although

not charged with a crime nor offered a plea deal or immunity, Tyria agreed

to provide testimony against Wuornos, motivated partly by fear and the

implication of financial gain from a television movie deal orchestrated by

the police.

Tyria's interactions with the police reveal she was aware of at least one

murder, but maintained a distance to avoid involvement in Lee's criminal

activities. The pivotal moment comes during a recorded phone call under

police surveillance, where Lee indirectly but unequivocally implicates

herself by prioritizing Tyria's innocence over her freedom, hinting at a

willingness to confess to protect Tyria.

Lee's confession is consistent with her desire to protect Tyria. Despite her

shaky emotional state and the absence of legal counsel initially, she admits

to the murders, painting them as acts of self-defense. Lee frequently

references Tyria, stressing that her lover was unaware of the crimes. This

narrative runs parallel to her history of sexual violence, framing the victims
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as aggressors to justify her actions.

Cumulatively, her voluntary confession is motivated by a mix of guilt,

loyalty, and an overlying desire to “make it right” with God, given her

claimed Christian beliefs. Throughout the confession, Lee oscillates between

anger, denial, and regret, expressing a yearning for spiritual redemption

while attempting to rationalize her lethal actions.

Subsequently, Lee’s trial reveals a grim and cold recount of events through

witness testimonies and autopsy reports. The court upholds the Williams

Rule, allowing evidence of her other crimes to depict a pattern of behavior.

Her defense team argues mental illness while the prosecution leverages her

incoherent and often contradictory statements to dismantle her self-defense

plea.

Despite efforts for a more lenient sentence highlighting her troubled past and

mental state, the jury convicts Lee of premeditated murder, paired with a

recommendation for the death sentence—a decision the presiding judge

dramatically delivers, atypically asking God’s mercy for her “corpse”

instead of her soul.

Resolute in her sentiments, Lee pleads no contest to additional murders,

originating from a place of wanting to “set things right” spiritually. Her

courtroom behavior, often disruptive and profane, further alienates her from
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any potential empathy or appeal leverage. The chapter concludes with her

receiving multiple death sentences, with the apex of contention surrounding

Richard Mallory’s murder—trisected by the fact his violent history was

undisclosed to the jury. Despite her legal team’s pursuit of a retrial, the

Supreme Court of Florida upholds all imposed sentences, concluding a

chilling chapter revealing Aileen Wuornos's complex chronicle of crime,

love, and self-perceived redemption.
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Chapter 15 Summary: : THE EXECUTION

Chapter Fifteen details the execution of Aileen Carol Wuornos, a notorious

 American serial killer on Florida's Death Row. In the harsh environment of

the prison, Wuornos navigated the monotony of her daily life. The meals

were regimented, and inmates, always shackled except in showers or

exercise yards, were counted hourly. Wuornos often kept to herself, her life

confined to an 8x10 cell with minimal amenities.

Neil Hodges, the Assistant Warden overseeing executions, recounts the grim

reality of the death penalty. Despite a perception of painless execution, he

explains how prisoners suffer, being paralyzed yet conscious, effectively

suffocating in their own fluids. Prisoners refusing the gurney face a

strong-armed guard to ensure compliance, underscoring the harsh realities of

execution.

Wuornos shared Death Row with other infamous women, each with grisly

crimes. Among them were Judias 'Judy' Buenoano, the "Black Widow," and

Virginia Gail Larzelere, sentenced for murdering her husband. For Wuornos,

the end was near; in her forties, she appeared older, her life marked

physically and emotionally by her tumultuous past.

Her cell was basic but functional, offering scant connection to the outside

world save for a television and a narrow view beyond razor wire. Prison life
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was stark, thematic of her minimalist, almost monastic existence, filled with

spiritual readings and letters to her adoptive mother.

Florida's history with execution evolved from the electric chair, a method

dating back to 1923, eventually transitioning to lethal injection due to a

mishap with 'Tiny' Davis. The electric chair, known as "Old Sparky," was a

gruesome apparatus, its usage resulting in the horrific physical

manifestations on the body during execution.

Wuornos faced a more clinical death by lethal injection, which was designed

to be less visually disturbing and more palatable to the public. The

procedure, medicalized and sterile, offered a semblance of mercy. As

Wuornos left her cell for the final journey, she displayed an eerie calm,

maintaining a belief in redemption and divine accompaniment at death.

On October 9, 2002, Wuornos's execution day arrived. After refusing a final

meal, she was escorted quietly to the death chamber, understanding all too

well what lay ahead. With tears in her eyes, she was strapped to the gurney,

catheters inserted for the lethal cocktail of drugs. Her final words reflected a

blend of defiance and mystical expectation.

As the lethal injection process unfolded, Wuornos experienced the burning

effects of the drugs, culminating in cardiac arrest. Her death was pronounced

at 9:47 AM. Posthumously, her ashes were scattered in a secret Michigan
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location.

The chapter paints a stark picture of life and death on Death Row, exploring

the emotional and physical toll of incarceration while reflecting on the

ethical and societal complexities surrounding capital punishment.
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Chapter 16: : THE MOVIE

Chapter Sixteen: The Movie

The chapter delves into the chaotic and contentious aftermath following the

arrest of Aileen Wuornos, a serial killer whose life was rapidly becoming a

media spectacle. Central to this turmoil is Tyria, Aileen's former lover, who

Aileen alleges is involved in exploiting her situation for financial gain

through movies and books about her crimes. Aileen believes Tyria, along

with several others including law enforcement officers, stands to profit from

her conviction, noting Tyria’s reluctance to admit self-defense in her

testimony. Aileen identifies numerous lies in Tyria’s deposition, suggesting

fear and ulterior motives.

Prominent documentary maker Nick Broomfield, known for his films on

Kurt Cobain's suicide and the murders of illustrious rap stars Tupac Shakur

and Biggie Smalls, becomes interested in Wuornos's story, drawn by the

sensationalized portrayal and quick commercialization of her life rights.

Broomfield highlights the financial motivations lurking around the case,

sharing an incident where Lee's lawyer demanded an exorbitant fee for an

interview.

The idea to make a movie about Aileen Wuornos first emerged from
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Jacqueline Giroux, a glamorous Hollywood producer with a penchant for

women's narratives. She approached Ray Cass, Aileen's attorney, about

obtaining story rights. Although ethically constrained, Cass connected her

with Russell Armstrong, who represented Aileen in the past. Armstrong

accepted Giroux's offer, revealing cynically that a German company was

interested in the project, contingent upon Aileen receiving the death penalty.

Armstrong visited Aileen with a vague contract soon after her arrest,

capturing her signature alongside Giroux's and his.

The contract's ethical and legal implications came to light when Florida

Attorney General Robert A. Butterworth issued an admonishing letter. The

state intended to file a lien against any financial benefits Aileen might

receive from storytelling related to her crimes, citing public policy against

criminals profiting from their offenses. Consequently, the rights starting to

be seen as a speculative venture attracted scrutiny from both legal authorities

and the state.

Despite protests from the involved lawyers and Giroux, Circuit Judge Gayle

Graziano criticized them, particularly condemning Cass for his role as an

intermediary in the deal. Arlene Pralle, who later became a key ally for

Aileen, endeavored to mitigate the mess by informing the judge about

Giroux's intentions. However, Armstrong deflected responsibilities onto

Cass and vice versa, exacerbating frustrations.
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During this legal wrangling, law enforcement, represented by attorney

Robert Bradshaw, entered the dynamic to oversee media relations regarding

Wuornos. Bradshaw met with detectives Bruce Munster and Steve Binegar

to discuss the matter, just as Tyria was allegedly advised to pursue deal

opportunities.

Eventually, Aileen soured on Armstrong and Cass, feeling betrayed by

assertions of her ineligibility to profit from her story. The tension peaked

during a court hearing in February 1991, where Lee Wuornos, once excited

about financial prospects, now decried her legal representation's

preoccupation with personal financial interests. Aileen demanded a female

attorney, resulting in Tricia Jenkins, a public defender already assisting in

related charges, receiving her case.

The chapter portrays the chaotic, morally dubious, and commercially driven

environment surrounding Aileen Wuornos's story, illustrating a narrative

intersection between media exploitation, legal battles, and personal

betrayals.
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Chapter 17 Summary: : DAMAGED BEYOND REPAIR

### Chapter Seventeen: Damaged Beyond Repair

This chapter delves into the formative years of Aileen Wuornos, often

highlighting how her troubled childhood parallels that of many serial killers.

Wuornos's early years are depicted as a microcosm of the intense neglect and

abuse endured by many who later commit heinous crimes.

The FBI and experts like Dr. R. Joseph emphasize the critical role of family

interaction in a child's development. They argue that the quality of

attachments to parents and family members sets the stage for how

individuals perceive and relate to others as adults. Most serial killers, like

Wuornos, faced severe psychological and physical abuse in childhood. This

often includes unstable family environments, early parental loss, and being

unwanted—traits shared by notorious figures such as Kenneth Bianchi and

Ted Bundy.

Social stigmas, particularly when combined with failure to bond with natural

parents, can leave children psychologically handicapped, unable to relate to

peers enjoying typical familial stability. Instances of sexual abuse, like those

experienced by Henry Lee Lucas and Ottis Toole, exacerbate these issues,

leading such children toward destructive behaviors.
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As they grow, many of these children develop intense grudges against

certain family members, often projecting these feelings onto others. A tragic

societal oversight is highlighted: while not every abused child becomes a

serial killer, the neglect of these issues contributes to rising crime rates and

an overburdened prison system.

Aileen Wuornos embodies these patterns. She was not inherently evil, nor

born with a genetic predisposition towards violence; rather, she was shaped

by a series of unfortunate events and influences. Her mother, Diane,

thwarted by life's adversities and societal neglect, abandoned Aileen and her

brother to their grandparents, who adopted them but struggled financially

and emotionally. Aileen's grandfather, Lauri, became abusive, deepening her

emotional scars.

The loss of her mother and sudden environmental change left Aileen

isolated, fostering a subconscious void filled by loneliness and frustration.

Her antisocial tendencies were exacerbated by a series of traumatic

revelations, such as the true identity of her father—a sex offender who died

in prison—and disownment by her adoptive family. These cumulative

experiences, marked by severe abuse and neglect, left Aileen with significant

mental trauma; her behavior even as a young child indicated deep-seated

issues, like playing with fire and frequent escapes into her own mind.
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Like other serial killers who were loners and harbored grudges, Aileen

internalized her anger against those who failed her, projecting it onto others.

Unlike many other cases, her first victim, Richard Mallory, was himself an

alleged predator, suggesting a complex dynamic between victim and killer.

Defense psychologists and experts, who testified at Wuornos's trial, argued

she saw the world as a realm of threats and torments, a view shaped by her

dysfunctional beginnings. Despite this, she was confirmed as sane,

possessing an understanding of right and wrong, which led to her ultimate

condemnation.

Ultimately, the chapter posits that Aileen Wuornos was a product of her

environment, a deeply disturbed individual who descended into murder due

to a lifetime of unresolved trauma. Her life story serves as a cautionary tale

about the potential consequences of ignoring profound childhood neglect

and abuse.
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