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Monument 14 Summary
Survival in a world turned upside down.

Written by Books1
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About the book

In Emmy Laybourne's gripping dystopian novel "Monument 14," a group of

teenagers finds themselves trapped in a superstore during a devastating

natural disaster, which rapidly escalates into a life-or-death struggle for

survival. As the chaos of the outside world encroaches on their makeshift

refuge, the diverse group must navigate the trials of adolescence—rising

conflict, shifting alliances, and unexpected romances—while facing the

harrowing realities of humanity's darker side. With a narrative that deftly

intertwines suspense, humor, and poignant moments, Laybourne immerses

readers in a heart-pounding tale of resilience and the indomitable spirit of

youth, urging them to ponder how far they would go to protect one another

when everything they know is at stake.
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About the author

Emmy Laybourne is an acclaimed author, screenwriter, and former actress,

best known for her captivating young adult novels that blend elements of

science fiction and dystopian themes. With a background in performance

and storytelling, Laybourne brings a unique voice to her writing, often

drawing on her experiences in the entertainment industry and her keen

observations of human nature. Her debut novel, "Monument 14," garnered

significant attention for its gripping narrative set against the backdrop of a

catastrophic event, highlighting both the resilience and vulnerabilities of its

teenage characters. Laybourne's ability to weave complex emotional arcs

within thrilling plots has established her as a significant figure in

contemporary young adult literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: DAY 1

### Summary of Chapters One to Three

Chapter One: Tinks

As a high school student, the protagonist recounts a hectic morning, barely

making it to the bus in time. He brushes off his mother’s calls and neglects

the opportunity to express his love and gratitude because his main focus is

catching the bus. His brother, Alex, runs to catch his bus slightly behind

him, and the two boys’ dynamic is marked by camaraderie and shared plans

to visit the Salvation Army after school.

The bus ride showcases a spectrum of typical high school social interactions,

featuring Jake, a popular jock, who discusses entrepreneurial ideas, and

Astrid, the boy’s crush and talented athlete, who engages with Jake but

dismisses his ideas. There’s a sense of distancing among classmates,

explaining how high school alters friendships and connections. 

Suddenly, chaos erupts as hail begins pelting the bus violently. The bus

driver, Mr. Reed, panics and crashes the bus during the storm's onslaught. In

a series of tense moments, the bus flips onto its side, trapping the students
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inside as the hail pelts down, leading to injuries and panic among them. The

protagonist witnesses a harrowing scene, realizing the severity of their

situation. Amidst the chaos, he attempts to protect himself from the falling

debris, witnessing Josie Miller desperately trying to help her friend Trish,

whose condition seems dire. Niko, a quiet peer known as “Brave Hunter

Man,” acts heroically and saves Josie from the hail. 

As the situation escalates, the boys of the bus find themselves trapped,

fearing for their lives — both from the hail and the aftermath of the crash.

Mr. Reed is found severely injured, and the protagonist grapples with

helplessness. Just as despair seems to enclose them, Mrs. Wooly, the

elementary school bus driver, breaks through with an ax, urging them to

escape the wreckage.

Chapter Two: Space Blankets

After narrowly escaping the flaming bus, the protagonist feels disoriented

and lethargic. Despite experiencing a moment of warmth and comfort amidst

the chaos, his survival instincts kick in when Niko rescues him from the

rubble. Each student’s struggle to make sense of the calamity manifests as

they escape from the wreck. The scene conveys a blend of anxiety and

survival, showing how friendship and compassion emerge in dire times.
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The group finds themselves on Mrs. Wooly’s bus, where tensions simmer as

they process the events. Josie, injured and traumatized, receives minimal

attention, highlighting the group’s collective shock. In this surreal moment,

conversations bounce between the need for survival and the remnants of

their previous lives. Brayden, always one to seize opportunities, speculates

about lawsuits and recovery, illustrating denial and attempts at normalcy in

the face of crisis.

As they settle in at the Greenway superstore, they attempt to regroup and

regain some semblance of order. Visitors are cut off from the outside world

with the National Connectivity system down, forcing them to adapt and

survive without their digital lifelines. The dynamic between the high

schoolers and the younger children creates a spectrum of maturity and

innocence, contrasted by their shared trauma.

Chapter Three: Metal Gate

Astrid brings a moment of levity when she initiates a pizza party for the

school children, inadvertently lifting spirits amidst the dark events they’ve

faced. The protagonist’s admiration for Astrid casts a spotlight on his

insecurities, contrasting his aspirations for connection with the reality of

their dire situation. 
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As they prepare food, things abruptly shift when heavy metal gates lock

them inside the Greenway, triggering panic among the younger children.

The situation escalates as they realize not only are they locked in, but that

they might be isolated from help. Tensions rise as characters struggle to

assess their circumstances. 

Amidst the chaos, the group discovers an old television, which provides a

grim glimpse of the outside world shattered by natural disasters. They learn

about a catastrophic megatsunami that has struck the Eastern United States,

leading to widespread devastation and loss of life. The shocking news leaves

the students in a state of disbelief, grappling with grief while trying to

support one another. 

As the weight of the situation bears down, the children resort to the comfort

of candy and shared snacks to cope, creating a moment of bonding that

starkly contrasts their traumatic experiences. This bittersweet resolution

showcases their vulnerability and resilience, setting the stage for deeper

character development as they navigate the uncertain world outside their

locked sanctuary. 

In summary, these chapters introduce us to a fragmented group thrown into

chaos by a disastrous storm, forcing them to evolve rapidly while

confronting both physical and emotional challenges, interlaced with

moments of camaraderie and the strains of emerging adulthood.
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Chapter 2 Summary: DAY 2

Chapter Four Summary: Earthquake in the Greenway

In this chapter, we are plunged directly into chaos as an earthquake strikes

during a sleepover in a giant superstore. The protagonist wakes up to the

terrifying sensation of the ground shaking, amidst children screaming and

shelves toppling. It becomes evident that they are experiencing a

foreshock—a precursor to a more severe earthquake, which registered as

magnitude 8.2.

Once the tremors subside, the group, led by Niko, scrambles for safety,

seeking refuge under sturdy tables in the offsite Pizza Shack. Tensions rise

among the kids; panic ensues as their survival instincts kick in. Some

children, like Brayden, are skeptical of hiding, demonstrating the group's

fluctuating emotions amidst the chaos. As fear escalates, the children

express their distress over being trapped and unable to contact their parents.

Jake tries to maintain control, assuring everyone to stay calm and wait for

their supervisor, Mrs. Wooly. But little kids break down as they long for

reassurance, adding to the panic. Amidst the fear, the group starts to devise a

plan to navigate this precarious situation, even as the store itself holds firm

against the devastation.
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The narrative interlaces moments of bravery and concern, as characters like

Astrid, Ulysses, and Alex strengthen their bonds while grappling with their

fears. Just when it seems order might return, aftershocks rattle the store

again, stirring up fresh chaos.

Niko’s leadership skills come to the forefront as he directs everyone in

sealing areas to guard against danger. Tensions don’t reside easily;

competitive attitudes flare, notably between Brayden and Astrid, showcasing

typical kid dynamics even during disaster. However, hints of deeper feelings

surface, especially between the protagonist and Astrid, illustrating budding

adolescent emotions against a backdrop of fear.

Ultimately, the group resolves to weather the storm, working together to

shield themselves from potential fallout — both figuratively and literally.

Their survival is a matter of collaboration, patience, and the abrupt shift

from childhood adventure to a fight for safety in a world turned upside

down.

---

Chapter Five Summary: The Invasion of Toxicity
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As the story continues, the kids face an existential threat revolving around

chemical leak reports from the North American Aerospace Defense

Command (NORAD). An alarming TV broadcast explains the potential

hazards of the chemical compounds; different blood types react differently to

exposure. The realization begins to settle in that the air quality and water

supply are now compromised due to the catastrophic events surrounding

them.

This prompts Niko to take immediate action to secure their environment.

Drawing on hints dropped throughout prior interactions, he quickly

organizes the group into teams. Their goal becomes ensuring their safety

from chemical exposure as they scramble to seal off entrances to prevent

toxic substances from penetrating their makeshift refuge in the store.

Bound together by the threat and uncertainty of their situation, the kids

undergo a collective struggle. They face not only their fear of the unknown

but also the social dynamics amongst them—power struggles, alliances, and

budding friendships bleed through.

The chapter is steeped in palpable tension and encapsulates the children's

resolve. They make essential decisions about what tasks need prioritizing,

communicating on what items are crucial for survival. Niko and Jake’s

leadership showcases themes of growth and responsibility as they aim to

maintain order among the chaos.
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Amid survival tactics and preparations, the growing rift between certain kids

surfaces, notably between Brayden, who exhibits signs of panic, and others,

highlighting how different personalities respond in crisis. The group debates

each one's blood type and reactions to the chemicals, revealing how each

individual's fears and anxieties influence group dynamics.

---

Chapter Six Summary: Emergence of Rage

The atmosphere shifts dramatically as the stress of their dire situation

escalates. Tension breaks out violently when Brayden succumbs to the

chemicals in the air and perceives Dean as a monstrous figure. Anxiety and

frustration print psychiatric consequences on their minds, leading to visible

psychological disturbances. 

Niko and Jake’s efforts to control the situation backfire, resulting in

heightened chaos as Astrid lashes out and Batiste becomes critically

incapacitated. The tension showcases the group fracturing under the

immense pressures they face. Dean's struggle with rage comes to a head,

causing him to lash out, reflecting deeper themes of fear and loss of control

among the children.
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Chaos ensues as they confront their new reality — the fragility of their

mental state and the chaos taking hold. This invokes exploration into the

psychological ramifications of exposure to the chemical compounds. The

interactions paint a vivid picture of children grappling not just with their

immediate survival, but with their evolving emotional landscapes during

turmoil.

As they confront their fears, the nuanced dynamics between characters shift,

revealing the innate human desire to band together against adversity, but

emphasizing how remarkably fragile those bonds can become under extreme

stressors.

---

Chapter Seven Summary: The Awakening Reality

The children face the aftermath of the chaotic episode, grappling with the

psychological effects from the chemicals in the air. The situation worsens as

they listen to a news report revealing the biological consequences of

exposure tied to their blood types. The realization of their potential

vulnerability engages deeper discussions about survival and family,

referencing their parents and what could be happening outside.
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Tensions between the kids breach into existential anxiety. Astrid, in

particular, sees her family in peril and cycles through various restrictions

regarding hope and panic. There’s an ennui that pervades their dynamic,

nudging deeper thoughts about the broader implications of their reality, such

as collective fears surrounding their survival, identities, and connections.

This chapter highlights themes of heartbreak and hope built around loss as

they process their fears collectively and individually. A wave of nostalgia

reemerges as past experiences and familial bonds frame their understanding

of resilience.

Further, moments of levity arise through their innocence, such as discussions

about silly childhood antics or pillow fights, maintaining their laughter

amidst the chaos, evoking nostalgia.

By showing the alarming reality of their predicament while allowing

glimpses of their childlike spirit, the emotional complexity of the narrative

balances between fear and the innocent joy of the past.

---

Chapter Eight Summary: Navigating Survival
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As darkness falls over their confinement, the atmosphere shifts to

practicality, leaning towards the urgency of sustenance and sanitation.

Character interactions reveal unique insights into their psychological states,

navigating a web of childhood angst while still attempting to maintain a

semblance of normalcy.

With day-to-day routines disrupted, the children emerge into survival mode.

The proclivity towards normality juxtaposes their evolving personalities,

roles within their makeshift family, and their camaraderie. They create

workarounds to meet their needs, such as makeshift toilets, emphasizing

adaptability.

Throughout survival, humor follows the children as they maintain childish

antics amidst the cumbersomeness of their situation. Their struggles create a

unity unseen before, rivaling their past life outside the Greenway. The

newfound intimacy reveals burgeoning friendships, showcasing their

youthful adaptability in the face of adversity.

The humor coexisting with horror engenders empathy and

resilience—character traits they will need to embrace their challenges ahead.

Their conversations and interactions magnify elements of leadership

amongst the kids, who rally together to embrace their collective fears. 
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Through moments of tenderness, toughness, and absurdity, the narrative

encapsulates the evolution of childhood bonds, highlighting both the

fragility and strength derived from community while navigating perilous

circumstances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Unity in Crisis

Critical Interpretation: In the face of overwhelming chaos and fear

during the earthquake, the children discover the transformative power

of unity. This key moment reveals that when confronted with

adversity, collaboration becomes essential for survival. Just like Niko

and Jake lead their peers towards safety, we, too, can embrace the

strength found in teamwork when life challenges us. The chapter

inspires us to recognize that in moments of crisis, it’s the bonds we

forge and the collective efforts we make that carry us through,

providing both emotional support and practical solutions. This

wisdom can remind us to remain connected to our communities and to

lean on each other when we encounter our own earthquakes, both

literally and metaphorically.
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Chapter 3 Summary: DAY 3

Chapter Nine: Air Horn

The morning after their harrowing experiences, the younger kids wake up

early and try to rouse Jake, but he remains deeply asleep, leading them to

turn to Dean for help. Niko, already active, is likely tackling responsibilities

elsewhere. As Dean reluctantly steps into the role of cook, he faces the

challenge of preparing breakfast without modern conveniences.

When Batiste suggestively points out the available kitchen appliances

nearby, Dean realizes they can use items from the store, which include a

blender, electric griddle, and other cooking essentials. They gather supplies

while Batiste shares snippets about his life, indicating he's moving past the

trauma of Astrid’s attack.

After a chaotic breakfast, Dean is overwhelmed by the noise of the children

and decides to send them to find Jake for a plan update. He writes a

thoughtful note with breakfast for Astrid, expressing empathy towards her

situation. When Alex approaches, he brings unsettling statistics about their

shrinking community, calculating a drop from 7,000 to just 2,200 people due

to the ongoing crisis. Despite Alex’s passion for numbers, Dean insists those

figures represent lives, reflecting his deep emotional burden.
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As they clean up, they find Jake and Brayden immersed in fun and games,

contrasted starkly against the backdrop of their grim reality. Dean notices

Sahalia and the others have begun to indulge themselves in the store's

luxuries, suggesting a temporary escape from their dire circumstances. The

twins, Henry and Caroline, find solace in a little makeshift house,

reminiscing about happier times, yet another sign of their longing for

normalcy.

Frustrated that Jake has no structured plan amidst the growing chaos, Dean

feels a rising desperation and sadness. Alex tries to console him, but Dean

remains skeptical. To distract themselves, they decide to recreate a

comforting family tradition—a Monopoly marathon.

As they settle into their game, Niko's silent presence hints at deeper issues

abrew. When the smell of pizza wafts through the air, they’re drawn away

from the game, hopeful that it signals a return to normality. However, Dean

is disheartened to find Jake and Brayden have resorted to drinking in the

midst of chaos. Tensions erupt as Brayden bullies Niko, leading to a

physical confrontation. 

Just as matters spiral out of control, Josie intervenes with an air horn,

commanding authority and demanding respect. She proposes a ceremony to

honor the dead and an election for a temporary leader, bringing a semblance
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of structure to the disarray. A surprising calm follows her declaration,

instigating a sense of purpose among the group.

---

Chapter Ten: Mama Duck

Following dinner—marked by an unexpected sense of order and

calm—Josie emerges as a central figure. She guides the younger kids,

collecting their plates and helping them choose fresh pajamas, embodying a

nurturing motherly role amidst chaos while breaking down barriers between

herself and the children. 

Meanwhile, Dean reflects on how the world feels like it's on pause, having

experienced so much in just three days. After the game, they return to the

Media Department to find Josie has organized a cozy sleeping setup for the

kids. She narrates a comforting fairy tale about a school bus arriving to take

them home, instilling hope in the children and transforming the atmosphere.

As the kids engage in sweet imaginings of home, Dean can’t help but notice

Josie’s newfound confidence and maternal instinct—the contrast between

her nurturing demeanor and Astrid’s previous assertiveness highlights the

different ways they cope with crisis.
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Later, Josie asks Dean to write something for the upcoming ceremony.

Struggling with this request, he eventually agrees, realizing the importance

of collective healing. As they chat about the days that have blurred together,

Niko quietly reflects on the time passed too quickly, showcasing a shift in

his feelings towards Josie.

The chapter concludes with Josie revealing her shock at the number of days

they've been trapped in the store, a reminder of their nightmare. The group’s

bonds seem to grow stronger as they navigate their new reality together,

united in their determination to create a sense of normalcy in a world that

has shifted dramatically beneath them.
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Chapter 4: DAY 4

### Chapter Eleven: Ceremony

In the days leading up to a much-anticipated ceremony, the protagonist

reflects on his initial reluctance to share an original poem with his peers;

however, due to an unexpected burst of inspiration, he finds himself deeply

invested in this expression. The poem arrives in a midnight epiphany,

leading to a frenzied midnight writing session, only to turn into a scramble

for coherence the next morning as he discovers his notes are nothing but a

hastily scribbled mess.

The morning starts off with breakfast cooked by him and his friend Alex.

Despite their half-burnt offerings, the group, including Josie, Caroline, and

the twins, gathers cheerfully around the improvised meal. They learn that the

ceremony is set to take place in the Bed and Bath section, prompting

discussions about dressing appropriately. Josie takes charge, emphasizing

the importance of respectful attire.

To prepare for the ceremony, the protagonist tidies up and retrieves his

journal, where he once again confronts his poem. Amid this, he shares tender

moments with the twins, Henry and Caroline, who adore their mother and

her cherished wind chimes. Their simplicity and innocence offer a brief
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respite from the tension looming over the day's significance.

As everyone gathers in the ceremony area, Josie's thoughtful setup

transforms the space. Wind chimes create a calming atmosphere, and the

presence of pillows and candles sets the tone. When Niko arrives, there's an

undercurrent of tension. The memory of the previous day's conflicts remains

palpable among the boys, adding layers to the anxious environment.

When the ceremony starts, Josie leads the group in honoring those who have

died, emphasizing a diverse understanding of death and the afterlife.

Sahalia’s haunting song provides a poignant soundtrack for the grieving

process. The narrator then steps forward to read his poem, addressing

feelings of darkness and the instinct to find light. Unexpectedly, Josie lights

a candle, sparking a chain reaction as it passes around the circle,

symbolizing unity and hope.

Josie introduces a ritual involving photographs of unknown individuals,

encouraging everyone to send love to their chosen figure. The mood shifts as

Ulysses, visibly emotional, recedes into a personal moment. The protagonist

also grapples with feelings of heaviness, especially when faced with a baby’s

image, leading him to a defining moment of personal connection —

whisper-singing his thoughts of peace solely for that child.

As the ceremony concludes, Batiste, in a moment of unexpected levity
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amidst pain, offers his humorous take on a prayer. The group's laughter

symbolically breaks the weight of the event, allowing them to transition into

a lighter atmosphere as they seek nourishment, both physically and

emotionally, marking a shift from somber reflection to communal support.

### Chapter Twelve: Elections

The aftermath of the ceremony blends into daily life, highlighted by the

necessity of food preparation where pizza becomes the staple. Reminiscent

of a kid-centric atmosphere, the excitement quickly turns to boredom,

especially for the protagonist. Seeking assistance, he decides to initiate a

cooking helper rotation among the children, appointing Chloe for the day,

igniting enthusiasm in the younger ones.

In anticipation of elections for group leadership, the atmosphere shifts as

Jake and Brayden finally arrive, bursting with eye-catching antics and

bravado. The spectacle they create is both amusing and unsettling,

foreshadowing Jake's charismatic yet reckless campaign style that draws

encouragement from his peers, creating a stark contrast with Niko’s more

reserved approach.

Niko’s speech, steadier and focused on structure and survival, reflects his

personality—comparatively earnest against Jake’s flair. Despite their distinct

approaches, the kids find both appealing, resulting in a particularly close
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election.

As they cast their votes, the onlooker is keenly aware of the stakes. The fear

of electing a leader unprepared for their current challenges becomes

palpable. Alex tabulates the votes in a serious moment of gathering

anxieties, culminating in an announcement that might reshape group

dynamics.

Niko emerges victorious, his reaction a blend of humility and disbelief. Jake,

despite not winning, graciously offers support, hinting at a maturity that

defies his previous playful antics. As the chapter closes, his invitation to

Brayden to join him in seeking distraction through alcohol underscores the

ongoing struggles facing the group—a journey not just of survival, but of

navigating adolescence and friendship amidst chaos.
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Chapter 5 Summary: DAY 5

Chapter Thirteen: Greenway 2.0

As the dream faded, I jolted awake when Niko nudged me, revealing it was

seven in the morning. Groggily, I protested the early hour, but a determined

Niko insisted I meet him in the Kitchen for breakfast prep. He had been busy

the previous day creating a detailed map of the store and a schedule of tasks

for our group.

Once in the Kitchen, I found Niko with two giant poster boards covered in

plans and charts. Breakfast was in order, and I started brewing coffee as he

assigned each kid to specific tasks to help restore order to our makeshift

home at Greenway. Just as he organized everyone, Ulysses joined us, eager

to pitch in with his request for huevos rancheros, which he confidently

claimed he could help prepare. To my surprise, he indeed knew how to whip

up a version of the dish, and together we made breakfast.

After breakfast, Niko gathered everyone for assignments. He emphasized the

importance of structure in our new life and explained the tasks: cleaning up

and restoring the store, along with an assessment of our resources. The kids

were divided into teams, each assigned to different aisles, while Josie

mysteriously kept her own project under wraps, exciting the curiosity of the
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younger ones.

Although I anticipated resistance from the kids, they surprisingly took to

their tasks enthusiastically, except for Sahalia, who was less than thrilled. In

stark contrast, Jake and Brayden chose to ignore Niko's leadership, retreating

to the Sports aisle to play, disrupting the peace with their boisterous antics

that only added to the mess we were trying to clean up.

As we worked, Niko instilled a strong work ethic, guiding us on how to

properly organize shelves with precision, emphasizing attention to detail.

This repetitive and methodical work provided a kind of calming distraction

from the chaos surrounding us.

After a long day of cleaning and preparing dinner—cheese enchiladas I

made with Ulysses—I decided to look for Astrid. Feeling concerned for her,

I left a plate of enchiladas in the main food aisle, hopeful she would find it.

Despite the disarray of the store, I felt a nagging sense of camaraderie and

shared responsibility settling in, reminding me that we were all in this

together, navigating the uncertainties ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of structure and teamwork in chaotic

situations

Critical Interpretation: In times of chaos and uncertainty, finding

structure and working together can be a powerful source of strength.

Just like Niko organized the group and assigned tasks, we too can take

charge of our challenges by creating plans and collaborating with

those around us. This not only brings a sense of order to our lives but

fosters a feeling of camaraderie, reminding us that we are not alone in

our struggles. Embracing teamwork can help us navigate life's

unpredictability, transforming daunting circumstances into

manageable tasks, while also building connections and support

networks that uplift us.
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Chapter 6 Summary: DAY 6

### Chapter Fourteen: The Power of Pancakes

Dean wakes up to his alarm, aware that breakfast preparation falls to him

and his assigned helper, Batiste. Despite initially seeming unhelpful, Batiste

surprises Dean with his cooking skills, quickly taking charge of making

stuffed pancakes with berry syrup. The morning is filled with lighthearted

banter, as Dean wrestles with Batiste’s sarcasm and appreciates the child’s

culinary talent. As breakfast draws in the other kids, Batiste’s pancakes

receive rave reviews, although he admonishes them for using the Lord's

name in vain each time they express their enjoyment.

After breakfast, Dean tries to engage Alex, hoping to discuss the

temperamental ovens, but Alex brushes him off to assist Niko instead. Dean

feels momentarily abandoned but moves on, plate of pancakes in hand,

seeking Astrid. Instead, he finds Jake and Brayden, who pilfer the pancakes

meant for Astrid. Despite his internal struggle over retaining ownership of

the food, Dean allows them to indulge. As lunch arrives, Batiste’s cooking

intelligence shines again, though it is less universally appreciated until

everyone gives in and enjoys a curried tuna dish.

A pivotal moment occurs when Niko proposes Jake take on the “Head of
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Security” role, wondering if Jake will commit to belonging or continue to be

aloof with the younger kids. After some small victories with Josie and

Brayden, who plan to improve their living quarters, Dean notes a growing

connection between them, overshadowed by Niko’s awkward attempts to fit

in with their camaraderie.

That afternoon, Josie and Brayden implement their renovations, turning the

store’s dressing rooms into a makeshift home with a cozy vibe that everyone

can enjoy. Dean discovers his new space, a small room dubbed “Dean” with

some personal touches, and joins the kids in celebrating their transformed

living situation, now known affectionately as "the Train."

### Chapter Fifteen: My Food Aisle at Night

As evening approaches, the excitement around the “Train” settles the group

into a more cohesive unit. During dinner, a new dynamic forms at the table,

with Josie, Brayden, and Jake indulging in shared laughter and stories.

Brayden’s laid-back charm draws Josie in, much to Niko’s frustration, who

struggles to find his footing within their evolving social fabric. Meanwhile,

Sahalia sulks, visibly annoyed at the growing closeness between Josie and

Brayden, reflecting the tensions simmering beneath their adolescent

interactions.

Later that night, Dean seeks his journal in the kitchen and unwittingly
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overhears a private moment between Astrid and Jake. Astrid is eating the

food Dean had prepared for her, which Jake had previously stolen. Their

flirtation soon escalates, revealing a vulnerability in Astrid as she grapples

with her emotional turmoil. Their intimate moment shifts profoundly when

Astrid expresses her fears about their current lives, exposing the raw wounds

of trauma they all share.

As Dean continues to observe, he witnesses moments of tenderness,

confusion, and the complexity of adolescent feelings. Trapped in his

jealousy and heartache, he is spellbound as Jake and Astrid share kisses that

enhance his internal conflict. The emotional climax turns as Astrid sheds her

shirt, revealing her vulnerability and beauty, ultimately leading to an abrupt

and publicly uncomfortable moment as Jake abruptly pulls away, leaving

Astrid distressed.

Feeling conflicted, Dean quietly retreats to conceal himself, struggling with

the intensity of his emotions toward Astrid and the complicated dynamics

surrounding their interactions. The chapter concludes with Astrid climbing

into a hiding space, seeking refuge, while Dean grapples with the situation

he has inadvertently witnessed, solidifying the complexity and isolation felt

amongst the group in the wake of their shared trauma.

Chapter Summary
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Chapter Summary

Chapter
Fourteen:
The
Power of
Pancakes

Dean prepares breakfast with Batiste, who excels in making stuffed
pancakes. As the kids enjoy breakfast, Batiste manages their enthusiasm
with sarcasm. Dean attempts to engage Alex but finds himself interacting
with Jake and Brayden, who take some pancakes. During lunch, Batiste
again impresses with a curried tuna dish. Niko suggests Jake become the
"Head of Security." Josie and Brayden start improving their living space,
turning dressing rooms into a cozy area known as "the Train." Dean
discovers his new room and celebrates with the group.

Chapter
Fifteen:
My Food
Aisle at
Night

As evening arrives, tensions and dynamics shift among the group during
dinner. Brayden connects with Josie, frustrating Niko. Dean overhears a
private moment between Astrid and Jake, revealing their flirtation and
vulnerabilities amidst the backdrop of their trauma. Observing their
intimacy, Dean feels jealousy as their relationship intensifies. The chapter
ends with Astrid seeking refuge after a painful moment with Jake,
highlighting the complexity and isolation in their shared struggles.
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Chapter 7 Summary: DAY 7

CHAPTER SIXTEEN: A LADY

The morning after a distressing incident, our protagonist struggles to

confront his brother Jake. With distractions offered by Caroline and Henry,

who bring levity to the day, breakfast surprises everyone with scrambled

eggs hidden between chocolate chip waffles. 

Niko, the leader of their group, announces a shift in their daily routine,

which catches the kids off guard. They are to form two groups: the older

kids will tackle projects, while the younger ones, including Jake and the

narrator, will attend "school." Josie, a spirited member of the group,

reassures the kids that school will be enjoyable, suggesting fun activities

instead of traditional lessons. However, tension rises about changes in how

they use energy, communicated by Alex, a key player in the team’s

dynamics. 

The shift in responsibility between Alex and the narrator stirs feelings of

isolation and jealousy within the narrator. Despite wanting to play with Alex

during their free period, he faces rejection as Alex opts to work with Niko,

leaving the narrator to manage kitchen chores alone.
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The tension culminates when Jake awakens the narrator, urgently revealing a

woman’s plea for help outside the secure loading docks. The group,

consisting of Niko, Josie, Brayden, Jake, and the narrator, stealthily

approaches the intercom where the desperate woman appears, begging to be

let in. Tensions rise when Niko realizes they cannot open the gate, and the

situation escalates when a menacing voice threatens the woman, confirming

their fears of lurking dangers outside.

Their hopes of assisting the woman are shattered as she disappears from the

screen, followed by the sounds of violence. The horrifying realization of her

likely fate drives Niko into a fit of rage, where he lashes out physically as

grief and frustration overwhelm him. The narrator steps in, urging Niko to

recognize they could not prevent what happened. Through shared grief and

the process of affirmation, Niko gradually finds release in acknowledging

their powerlessness, leading to a shift from anger to camaraderie as they help

each other cope.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: RUM

Later, the group gathers in the kitchen to confront their distress through

camaraderie and the consumption of rum. Jake pours shots, initiating a

light-hearted toast to Niko, but the mood lightens further with crude jokes

about scouting. As the conversation unfolds, Niko reveals humorous aspects
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of his past in Buffalo, where he had close friendships and a romantic interest

named Lina, though some doubt his claims.

Brayden navigates the topic toward personal experiences and relationships,

prompting curiosity about what the boys have experienced. Despite the

ribbing, the atmosphere remains playful; yet, tension mounts when Jake

clumsily insists on discussing intimacy, claiming it to be the driving force

behind his existence.

Fueled by frustration and a sense of inadequacy, the protagonist retaliates

against Jake's brash attitudes toward relationships, especially regarding

Astrid, a girl he deeply respects and admires. While venting his feelings, the

narrator grows increasingly drunken and aggressive—crossing a line that

triggers Jake’s defensive nature.

A confrontation escalates into a physical fight, unveiling underlying tensions

between the characters. After a brief struggle, the narrator finds himself on

the floor, bloodied and breathless, shocked at how quickly their jovial

gathering turned into chaos. As Josie rushes to his side, concern floods in,

with Brayden and Niko appearing guilty. Jake storms away, leaving the

scene fractured and the narrator overwhelmed by both pain and confusion

about the dynamics within their makeshift family amidst the challenges of

survival.
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Chapter 8: DAY 8

Chapter Eighteen Summary

After a rough night of feverish dreams and pain from a recent confrontation

with Jake, the narrator wakes up feeling physically battered and determined

to make amends. His nose is broken, and he must apologize to Jake, fearing

the consequences of their earlier conflict.

Gathering his strength, he approaches Jake’s door and offers a fabricated

apology about revealing private information concerning Jake’s girlfriend,

Astrid. To his relief, Jake seems to accept the apology, and the two start

negotiating their way back to some form of friendship. The narrator employs

self-deprecation and vulnerability, admitting to a crush on Astrid while

downplaying his earlier actions. 

Jake, unexpectedly helpful despite the earlier altercation, offers to treat the

narrator's injuries. He bandages his nose, sharing a personal anecdote about a

similar injury he sustained. Amidst the discomfort, the narrator starts to feel

better, thanks in part to the painkillers Jake provides. Their interaction

culminates in an unexpected camaraderie, with Jake expressing regret for his

earlier violence. 
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As they bond, they are interrupted by the younger kids arriving after

breakfast. They observe the narrator's injury, leading to some amusing

exchanges about how he got hurt. Josie, the caring adult figure, arrives to

manage the chaos and shares surprising news that the children have lice,

prompting an impromptu group shampoo session.

---

Chapter Nineteen Summary

Josie organizes a group delousing session in response to the lice outbreak,

emphasizing the need for cleanliness. The atmosphere is light-hearted as

everyone, including the narrator and Jake, dons bathing suits for the washing

party. Josie prepares bins filled with louse-killing shampoo and distilled

water, while the younger kids, including Brayden and Ulysses, eagerly

participate.

The comic nature of the situation escalates as Sahalia, a rebellious

thirteen-year-old, defies expectations by straddling one of the bins and

dousing herself with water, inadvertently revealing too much skin in the

process. Jake and Brayden are transfixed, while the narrator tries to look

away, struggling with his mixed feelings about Sahalia's boldness. 
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Josie rushes to cover Sahalia with a towel, realizing the unintended

consequences of Sahalia's antics. The playful, chaotic scene is tinged with

moments of discovery for the kids, particularly as they wrestle with

emerging feelings of attraction and awkwardness. 

As the narrator completes his own delousing, he finds solace in the cold

water, hoping to recenter his thoughts amidst the confusion of adolescence.

Observing Josie's tender care for Brayden only deepens the complexities of

the boys' affections toward both Josie and Sahalia, highlighting the

tumultuous blend of friendship, jealousy, and the onset of teenage attraction.

The playful yet awkward group dynamic sets the stage for further

exploration of relationships among the characters.
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Chapter 9 Summary: DAY 9

Chapter Twenty Summary: We Get High

The morning after a rough night, Dean awakens to find himself with two

black eyes, feeling worse than the day before. As he struggles through

breakfast, he tries to brush off his injuries, but his friend Alex presses him

for details about how he got hurt. Despite Alex’s concern, Dean feels hurt by

his assumption that he must have done something stupid to deserve it. This

exchange highlights the ongoing tensions of their friendship and Dean’s

internal struggle with feeling like a screw-up.

Later, Jake finds Dean feeling low and offers him pain pills, suggesting they

get high together. Transitioning from his earlier melancholy, Dean quickly

uplifts, sharing laughter and a carefree attitude with Jake as they raid the

cookie aisle. Their antics grow increasingly humorous and absurd, with

jokes about the overabundance of cookie options that bring them closer in

their shared escapism.

Their revelry is interrupted when they come across Sahalia and Brayden

engaged in playful air hockey. Sahalia’s provocative outfit stirs conflict

between her, Brayden, and Josie, who scolds them for perceived

inappropriate behavior. The exchange escalates into a confrontation as Josie,
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frustrated with Sahalia's flirtation, asserts that she's still a child. This

illustrates the complex social dynamics and struggle for maturity within their

group. 

After Sahalia runs off in tears, Josie storms away, feeling unappreciated for

her protective stance. Brayden, feeling confused and disgruntled, seeks to

join Dean and Jake in their high state, leading Dean to withdraw from the

group. His sense of unrest leads him to seek refuge in sleep, avoiding the

escalating tensions around him.

Later, as night falls, Dean’s dreams are interrupted by the unexpected arrival

of Astrid, who confronts him about spying on her and criticizes his drug use,

concerned for his well-being. Their conversation reveals shared feelings and

a deeper emotional connection that Dean has for Astrid. He expresses his

concern for her and his desire for her to rejoin their group, only to be met

with her disappointment in his actions. As she leaves, Dean is left feeling

ashamed and isolated, highlighting his struggle to navigate the complexities

of friendship, responsibility, and growing up in a chaotic environment.
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Chapter 10 Summary: DAY 10

### Chapter Twenty-One: The Hatch

Early in the morning, Dean wakes up without disturbing Chloe, who was

supposed to help him. Instead, he accidentally rouses Max, who is sleeping

with Ulysses and Batiste on crib mattresses, looking like untamed wolf

puppies. After some gentle coaxing, Max eagerly agrees to be Dean's helper,

claiming he's owed for the rough treatment he received the day before.

As they prepare breakfast, Max excitedly suggests making ice cream

sundaes, contrary to Dean's preference for a nutritious meal. Despite his

reservations, Dean agrees, tempted by the idea of loading them with various

toppings. They set up an impressive sundae bar, only for Dean to later notice

the unusual silence in the store. Concerned, he and Max rush to the front,

where the little kids are gathered, uncertain about some guests at the door.

Alex explains that there are two men at the door—Craig Appleton and his

friend Robbie—who claim to have known Mrs. Wooly and are seeking help

after encountering danger outside. A heated debate ensues among the older

children over whether to let the men in, with differing opinions on the risks

involved. Ultimately, Dean votes to allow them entry, acknowledging that

they need information about the outside world.
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After negotiations are made, the kids establish conditions for the outsiders:

they must surrender their guns and agree to leave the next morning. Dean

senses tension but ultimately helps facilitate their introduction to the group.

When they finally gain access, Dean’s apprehensions lessen, sensing the

men's genuine need for help.

### Chapter Twenty-Two: Breakfast with Outsiders

Mr. Appleton, the stoic and imposing figure, arrives with Robbie and meets

the kids, who are ecstatic and curious. While Mr. Appleton carries himself

with military demeanor, Robbie connects warmly with the children and takes

particular interest in Ulysses. After Niko administers medical aid to Mr.

Appleton’s severe wounds from an escape gone wrong, the kids are ushered

away to prepare a special meal for the visitors.

Dean and Batiste orchestrate a breakfast feast, and the atmosphere in the

kitchen becomes vibrant with the children’s excitement and the aromatic

dishes. When Mr. Appleton and Robbie enter, they are overwhelmed by the

spread. There is momentary chaos as the children offer their help, and

tensions rise between Niko, who insists on keeping everyone safe, and the

kids, who wish for the outsiders to stay.

Dean suspects a shift is about to happen in their group dynamics, especially
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as the kids rally around their new friends. Mr. Appleton reveals that he is the

chancellor of schools, offering unexpected authority and stability to the

anxious youngsters.

### Chapter Twenty-Three: Mr. Appleton’s Story

With the kids engaged elsewhere, the older group gathers for a serious

discussion on the outside world. Mr. Appleton shares his harrowing account

of events following the hailstorm and the ensuing chaos that caused panic

among residents. He recounts a terrifying encounter with a mutated populace

driven mad due to exposure to the toxic environment.

As he describes the descent into madness and violence, the gravity of their

situation becomes clearer. He reveals the devastation of Woodmoor and

emphasizes how fortunate the children are to have maintained their relative

safety within the Greenway. Everyone listens intently, absorbing the gravity

of his words and the dangerous world outside with growing unease.

Deeply troubled by the stories of chaos and death, the kids realize the

significance of their sanctuary. Niko ensures they remain united and

emphasizes the need for caution, further underscoring the precariousness of

their reality as Mr. Appleton’s condition prompts discussions of care and

contingency planning.
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### Chapter Twenty-Four: Buses Have Types, Too

As the focus shifts to the bus, Robbie takes charge, leading the children in

the quest to repair it. He explains the different types of buses and assesses

the damage, establishing himself as a pivotal figure in their operations. The

kids rally around him, excited to participate in the repairs.

Robbie fosters collaboration among the group, even with the little ones

enthusiastically washing the vehicle while older kids tackle more complex

tasks. Tensions brew between Niko and the group as he remains skeptical

and cautionary, but there is a palpable enthusiasm from the kids and a

budding sense of hope.

Their collective efforts highlight the newfound synergy, uniting them in a

mission beyond mere survival, while the thought of Robbie and Mr.

Appleton leaving weighs heavily on everyone’s minds. 

### Chapter Twenty-Five: Hands

Dean opts to let Max assist with the bus repairs, enamored by the joy it

brings him and the little kids involved. The day unfolds with laughter and

bonding moments, reinforcing their makeshift family dynamic. The joy of

camaraderie prevails during lunch, where Dean harbors mixed feelings about

the outsiders, particularly Mr. Appleton’s presence, which seems
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burdensome.

The fun continues, with Robbie engaging the kids in games and storytelling,

further solidifying their bond. Josie seeks to mediate the growing dissent

around Niko’s decisions, recognizing the kids' attachment to their new

friends. The pressure mounts between the older kids’ desire for freedom and

Niko’s insistence on the previous agreement.

The chapter culminates in a necessary confrontation about the decision to

extend Mr. Appleton and Robbie’s stay, highlighting the nuanced conflicts

in leadership, trust, and the children’s emotional landscape. Ultimately,

Josie’s intervention leads to a compromise, allowing for a deeper exploration

of relationships moving forward as they prepare for the unknown challenges

ahead.
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Chapter 11 Summary: DAY 11

### Chapter Twenty-Six: Evacuation

The day after breakfast, bustling excitement fills the store as Josie, Alex, and

the younger kids take Robbie on a tour. Meanwhile, I prepare lunch and

check in on a distressed Jake, who reveals that his pills are losing

effectiveness, deepening his despair. In the kitchen, Mr. Appleton enters

looking healthier, expressing his intention to depart soon for an evacuation

to Denver, where the government is reportedly providing flights to safety. 

As the kids learn about the evacuation, enthusiasm grows among them,

particularly from Caroline who hopes to reunite with her mother. Mr.

Appleton manages to quell their excitement, explaining that while they

cannot travel, he and Robbie will undertake the mission to inform their

parents of the children's whereabouts. This news brings relief and renewed

hope to the kids, except for Robbie, who visibly struggles with the thought

of leaving the group. 

I assist in gathering supplies for the departing men, including food and an

innovative video walkie-talkie designed by Alex, which they plan to take to

stay connected. Amidst the preparations, Robbie confides his concerns about

Craig's health, signifying the tough decisions they face. After gathering
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resources for the journey, Mr. Appleton stresses the importance of their

expedition and that they will leave after dinner.

### Chapter Twenty-Seven: The Big Send-Off

Batiste and I create an extravagant farewell dinner, showcasing our culinary

teamwork. As the adults prepare for their departure, Mr. Appleton expresses

gratitude before addressing the kids, revealing their importance and

acknowledging their resilience. Cheers erupt among the children as they

toast to Mr. Appleton and Robbie.

However, the atmosphere quickly darkens when Mr. Appleton collapses

amid the goodbyes, prompting immediate concern. We transport him back to

a resting area, revealing underlying issues with his health. Niko and Robbie

try to help while expressing the urgency for medical attention, yet we learn

the hospital is no longer an option as chaos has rendered it inaccessible.

Assigned shifts for monitoring Mr. Appleton, who is unresponsive, create a

sense of duty and dread among us, particularly as small moments of fun are

disrupted by the grim reality of their situation.

### Chapter Twenty-Eight: The Big Send-Off: Part Two

An urgent wake-up call with Luna barking and Astrid's frantic cries pulls us
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into chaos. The sight of Robbie and a distressed Sahalia, alongside Astrid

holding a gun, instantly escalates the situation. Confusion reigns as

accusations fly, and tensions climax when Niko intervenes. 

Robbie, struggling to explain, becomes increasingly desperate as accusations

of his wrongdoing materialize. Amidst the chaos, a shot rings out, leaving

Robbie wounded, and panic sets in as we realize the severity of our

circumstances.

### Chapter Twenty-Nine: Blood, Bleach, and Lies

In the aftermath, I whisk the younger kids away, shielding them from the

horrific scene that unfolds. Joined by my friends, we react swiftly to

Brayden's injury and assess the gravity of Robbie's situation. We begin

gathering medical supplies to manage Brayden's condition, but the

magnitude of the crisis weighs heavily on us.

Working diligently to prevent Brayden's bleeding, we find ourselves

engulfed in panic and urgency. The need to clean up the evidence of

violence increases as fear and anxiety seep into our bones, but hope drives us

forward as we stabilize Brayden best we can.

### Chapter Thirty: A Kiss
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Exhaustion settles into a fragile routine among us, with only a few managing

to find sleep amidst the uncertainty. Baby steps towards normalcy bring me

closer to Astrid, and in a moment of intimacy, I find myself drawn to wash

her hair and help her with the lice problem. This act of care blossoms into a

moment that carries the weight of camaraderie and perhaps unspoken

affection.

However, the shadow of the earlier violence lingers, and while I chip away

at the unease through our shared tasks, the bond between Niko and Josie

deepens behind the backdrop of the impacted world outside.

### Chapter Thirty-One: Reconnaissance

The aftermath of death leaves a palpable heaviness. As Brayden fights for

his life and Mr. Appleton lies lifeless, I take the initiative to propose a

reconnaissance mission to the hospital using Alex's video walkie-talkies.

Frustration and desperation send my thoughts spiraling as Jake asserts his

desire to be the one to undertake this task, fueled by guilt from the previous

incidents.

Despite Niko's protests about safety, Jake's determination ignites hope that

he could potentially save Brayden, prompting us all to consider the gravity

of each decision we now face. 
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As Ulysses awakens, yearning for a sense of normalcy, the reality of our dire

circumstances and the need for solidarity becomes clearer than ever. The

children are awake, and morning has come with renewed urgency, signaling

that we must find a way forward, together.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The necessity of resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life's challenges,

remember that just like the children in 'Monument 14,' you possess the

strength to endure and adapt. Resilience isn’t merely about weathering

the storm; it's about finding hope and courage even when faced with

the gravest situations. Let this be a reminder that, during difficult

times, your inner strength can guide you, just as it did for the

characters who rallied to support each other, forging connections that

helped them survive.
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Chapter 12: DAY 12

Chapter Thirty-Two: Jake TV

In this chapter, the tension escalates as Jake, along with Niko and Alex,

prepares for a daring mission outside the confines of their safe space. As

they focus on equipping Jake with protection and supplies, the adults are left

to manage the emotional fallout with the younger kids who are still

grappling with the aftermath of Brayden’s injury and Mr. Appleton’s death. 

Josie and the narrator concoct elaborate lies to shield the children from the

harsh realities of their situation. While they claim Brayden is injured but

stable, the truth of Mr. Appleton’s fate looms heavily in the atmosphere. The

kids grapple with confusion and sorrow, particularly Ulysses, who feels the

despair deeply. To lift spirits, they celebrate Luna, a dog who becomes a

source of comfort and joy.

As preparations intensify, Jake dons layers of clothing and a makeshift

communication system that makes him look ridiculous, but he beams with

determination. The children watch with excitement as he sets up the

walkie-talkie to broadcast what he sees and hears from the outside world.

Their laughter is a brief escape from their grim reality, as they take solace in

Jake’s return to a semblance of heroism.
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However, the external threat remains ever-present. Jake’s exit is underscored

by worry, especially when Astrid, who is visibly shaken by Brayden’s

deteriorating state, retreats to tend to him. Jake's ascent to the roof brings

anticipatory anxiety as the group watches through the monitor, anxiously

awaiting any signs of danger or success from their brave friend.

After disorienting moments that include Jake encountering potential danger

in the form of shadowy figures, the chapter culminates in a deeply emotional

moment when Jake discovers a Christmas card from the Grieder family in a

hospital, igniting hope that their parents might still be alive. As the episode

unfolds on camera, a powerful emotional bond among the remaining group

members strengthens, even as they come to grips with loss.

Tragically, Jake's despair leads him to abandon the group, leaving a

heart-wrenching farewell that reverberates through the remaining friends,

who find themselves mourning yet another loss.

Chapter Thirty-Three: The Bus

The reverberations of Jake's departure echo through the rest of the group as

they contend with the overwhelming sense of loss. Niko, desperate to save

Brayden, announces a bold decision to take the kids to Denver for medical
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help, prompting a mixture of jubilation and dread among the children. 

The urgency of preparation leads to chaos. Each child packs hastily, while

Niko firmly assesses their supplies. Tension mounts as Dean grapples with

the implications of the trip. He worries about the road's safety, the potential

for the compounds to effect their behavior, and whether leaving their safety

behind is worth the risk.

In an unexpected twist, Dean learns that Astrid is pregnant, heightening the

stakes of their decision. Conflict arises as Astrid desires Dean to stay behind

due to the dangers they might face on the journey, arguing for the need to

protect the unborn child from the world outside. Their heartfelt conversation

reveals deep emotional ties and hints at a budding romance.

As the children rush to pack and say their goodbyes, Dean struggles with his

own feelings of loyalty to his brother Alex and the desire to keep Astrid safe.

Tensions flare as Alex confronts Dean about his decision to stay, and

accusations fly, highlighting the emotional turmoil at play.

Ultimately, Dean's resolve strengthens as he chooses to remain in the

Greenway with Astrid, who also decides against leaving. The decision

leaves Alex furiously boarding the bus to Denver, a decision that signifies

their fracturing bond but underscores the complexity of their survival and

affection for each other.
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Niko implements final steps to leave while setting the stage for safety

measures, as Dean makes last-minute preparations to secure their home. In a

stunning twist, two of the youngest members—Caroline and Henry—defy

the expectations of safety and choose to stay behind with Dean and Astrid.

Their reunion offers a brief respite filled with love and camaraderie, creating

a new family dynamic amidst the chaos of a shattered world. 

As they hug together, a fragile bond forms, reinforcing their determination to

confront whatever lay ahead, even as sadness looms for the loved ones they

left behind.
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