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Mr. Popper's Penguins Summary
A whimsical tale of adventure and unexpected family.

Written by Books1
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About the book

Mr. Popper's Penguins is a delightful tale that whiskers readers into the

charming, yet hilariously chaotic life of a humble house painter whose

dreams of adventure come true in the most unexpected way. When Mr.

Popper, an ardent admirer of the Arctic explorer Admiral Drake, finds

himself the unexpected owner of a troupe of penguins, his quiet existence is

turned upside-down. As these quirky, tuxedoed companions turn his home

into a snowy wonderland, Mr. Popper learns that the value of family,

friendship, and a sprinkle of whimsy can transform even the dullest of

routines into an enchanting escapade. Join Mr. Popper on this whimsical

journey filled with laughter, love, and the surprising joy of embracing the

unexpected!
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About the author

Richard Atwater was an American author renowned for his whimsical and

imaginative children's literature, most famously known for his beloved

classic "Mr. Popper's Penguins." Born in 1882 in Chicago, Illinois, Atwater's

penchant for storytelling began at an early age, ultimately leading him to

become a prominent figure in children's writing. He collaborated with his

wife, Florence Atwater, in creating engaging tales that captivate young

readers, weaving together humor and heart. His work often reflects a deep

appreciation for nature and a sense of adventure, making his stories not only

entertaining but also enriching for children. "Mr. Popper's Penguins,"

published in 1938, remains a timeless favorite, showcasing Atwater's unique

ability to blend fantasy with everyday life.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Stillwater

Chapter I Summary: Mr. Popper in Stillwater

In the charming city of Stillwater, the chapter opens on a late September

afternoon as Mr. Popper, a house painter by trade, makes his way home after

a long day at work. He struggles under the weight of his tools—buckets,

ladders, and boards—his attire marked by splatters of paint and bits of

wallpaper entangled in his hair. This messy appearance elicits smiles from

local children and casual recognition from housewives, who often remark

about needing to hire him for painting in the spring.

While no one realizes it, Mr. Popper is a deep thinker and an avid dreamer,

often lost in thoughts of faraway lands and the wonders of the world.

Though he has never left Stillwater, he is not unhappy. He cherishes his cozy

home, his loving wife, Mrs. Popper, and their two children, Janie and Bill.

Nonetheless, he sometimes longs for adventures he’s only read about—like

exploring the icy expanses of the Poles, which he fantasizes about the most.

His interest in the Arctic and Antarctic is profound; he's read extensively

about Polar explorers, becoming a self-proclaimed authority on their

exploits.

As he walks home, Mr. Popper feels a sense of relief that the decorating
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season has concluded, indicating that he will have more time to indulge in

his passions. Upon arriving at their tidy house at 432 Proudfoot Avenue, Mr.

Popper greets his wife with a kiss, informing her of his completed work.

Mrs. Popper, however, expresses concern over their upcoming winter

budget. While he's relieved to have time off, she worries about the

household chores and their finances, suggesting that their menu might be

limited to beans.

Janie and Bill, filled with youthful curiosity and affection, join them,

innocently inquiring about their meals. Their mother instructs them to wash

up for supper, while Mr. Popper reluctantly begins to put away his painting

supplies. Amid these domestic moments, the foundation is laid for Mr.

Popper's character as a dreamer caught between practical responsibilities and

an adventurous spirit yearning for greater exploration.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Voice in the Air

### Chapter II: The Voice in the Air

That evening, after settling the children for the night, Mr. and Mrs. Popper

took some time to enjoy a quiet evening in their modest living room at 432

Proudfoot Avenue, which resembled many others in Stillwater. The walls

were adorned with pictures from National Geographic, reflecting Mr.

Popper’s passion for exploration and adventure. As Mrs. Popper engaged in

her mending, Mr. Popper gathered his favorite items: a pipe, a book, and a

globe, eager to delve into the wonders of Antarctica through reading.

Mrs. Popper, concerned about the impending winter and their food supplies,

sighed as she pondered if they would have enough beans to last. In contrast,

Mr. Popper was enthusiastic about the prospect of a winter filled with books

and dreams of travel. He shared his current reading, *Antarctic Adventures,*

which detailed the exploits of explorers at the South Pole. While Mrs.

Popper dismissed the notion of Antarctica as dull and cold, Mr. Popper's

enthusiasm for the beauty of the frozen land and its inhabitants, particularly

the penguins, was palpable.

Mr. Popper described the amusing nature of penguins—how they walked

upright and could slide on their bellies for fun. He expressed a whimsical
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desire for a penguin as a pet, which drew an exasperated response from Mrs.

Popper. She had already dealt with the children's pleas for a dog and a kitten

and was firm in her stance against more pets due to the mess and additional

costs. Nevertheless, Mr. Popper argued about the penguins' intelligence,

explaining how they took precautions when hunting for food by testing the

waters with one of their own first.

As the night wore on, Mrs. Popper announced she would retire, needing rest

before her meeting with the Ladies’ Aid and Missionary Society the next

day. But Mr. Popper had a revelation: it was the night the Drake Antarctic

Expedition would be broadcasting live. This thrilled him, and he hurried to

the radio, eagerly awaiting a connection.

When the radio crackled to life, Mr. Popper heard Admiral Drake himself

greeting listeners, including a surprising mention of "Mr. Popper" who had

written to the expedition. The Admiral expressed gratitude for Mr. Popper’s

letter and hinted at a forthcoming surprise. This recognition left Mr. Popper

in awe and filled with curiosity about what the surprise could entail.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Popper, impressed yet puzzled, reiterated her intention to

go to bed, while Mr. Popper excitedly speculated about the possibilities that

awaited him.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Out of the Antarctic

Chapter III: Out of the Antarctic Summary

As Mr. Popper went to bed that night, the excitement of hearing from the

legendary Admiral Drake via radio kept him restless. The Admiral promised

a surprise, and Mr. Popper's mind raced with anticipation about what it could

be. The following morning, feeling listless without his usual work—he was

a house painter—he attempted to engage Mrs. Popper in a home project, but

she firmly declined, opting to attend a meeting of the Ladies’ Aid and

Missionary Society instead.

With his family out for the day, Mr. Popper's curiosity turned inward. He

found solace in reading about Antarctica, but his thoughts kept drifting back

to the mysterious message from the Admiral. Fortunately, his waiting came

to an end when the doorbell rang. Expecting the postman, he was surprised

to find an expressman delivering an enormous package marked "KEEP

COOL" and "UNPACK AT ONCE." Intrigued, Mr. Popper signed for the

delivery and brought the box inside, where he recognized its significance: it

was surely the surprise from Admiral Drake.

Eagerly, he began to unwrap the box, which was packed with dry ice.

Suddenly, he heard a faint "Ork" emerge from the depths, igniting his
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excitement. When the last of the packaging was removed, Mr. Popper was

greeted by a sight that left him speechless—a penguin! This stout little

creature, standing about two and a half feet tall, wore a smooth white

waistcoat and a small black tailcoat. With wide, curious eyes, the penguin

began exploring its new surroundings.

Mr. Popper, recalling that penguins are known for their inquisitive nature,

tried to ensure it was comfortable. He filled the bathtub with cold water,

despite the penguin’s playful attempts to bite the faucets in its excitement.

Once the tub was ready, he gently placed the penguin inside, where it

seemed delighted. Mr. Popper recognized the joy in the bird's antics and

speculated that perhaps the white tiles of the bathroom reminded it of its icy

home.

Just then, Mr. Popper’s children, Janie and Bill, returned from school,

bursting into the bathroom to see the unusual sight. The penguin had begun

to march in the bathtub, taking small steps while appearing to count them

aloud. The children were enthralled, offering observations about the

penguin’s behavior and appearance. In the midst of their excitement, they

asked for a name, leading Mr. Popper to suggest "Cook," inspired by the

bird’s playful sounds resembling "Cook." Thus, the penguin was christened

Captain Cook, marking the beginning of a remarkable new chapter in the

Popper family's life.
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Chapter 4: Capter IV. Captain Cook

In this chapter, we see the Poppers adjusting to their new life with Captain

 Cook, their pet penguin, who was named after the famous English explorer

known for his voyages of discovery in the late 18th century. As Mr. Popper

playfully suggests the name, Mrs. Popper is initially incredulous, but soon

finds amusement in Captain Cook's antics. The penguin showcases his

curiosity, hopping off his tub and exploring the living room, pecking at

furniture and making the family laugh.

The chapter takes a turn as Captain Cook reveals his hunger. After an

amusing inspection of the kitchen and the refrigerator, the family discovers

his preference for food is not as they expected. When Captain Cook devours

the family’s goldfish, Mrs. Popper scolds him, highlighting the clash

between their expectations of a domesticated pet and Captain Cook's wild

instincts. Despite the chaos, Mr. Popper sees intelligence in the penguin's

behavior, and Mrs. Popper contemplates the possibility of training him.

Hiding away in the refrigerator, Captain Cook appears to have found a cozy

spot, prompting Mr. Popper to consider modifying the icebox for the

penguin's comfort. This thoughtful gesture incorporates penguin behavior

knowledge, as Mr. Popper intends to simulate a proper nesting environment

with ice cubes. The chapter concludes with Mrs. Popper expressing surprise

at having a penguin as a pet, but remaining optimistic about their new
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household dynamic. As the family starts to prepare dinner, they reflect on

the challenges and joys of their unconventional pet, setting the stage for

further adventures with Captain Cook.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Capter VI. More Troubles

Summary of Chapters: Troubles with a Penguin and More Troubles

The following day at 432 Proudfoot Avenue unfolds as quite a chaotic yet

humorous series of events. Mr. Popper is home alone, preparing for the

service man's arrival to fix the refrigerator. He wishes to make some

adjustments for his unusual pet, Captain Cook, a penguin. The service man,

looking skeptical of Mr. Popper's disheveled appearance, eventually agrees

to bore holes in the fridge door for ventilation after Mr. Popper hands over

his last five-dollar bill, despite his worry about how much it would cost his

family. 

Captain Cook makes a surprise entrance, curious about the service man. This

unexpectedly unsettles the man, leading him to abruptly leave, tools

scattered, while Mr. Popper reassures his children about the newly modified

refrigerator accommodating their quirky pet. By now, Captain Cook adeptly

learns how to go in and out of the refrigerator, which is a comical sight for

the family.

The scene shifts when a policeman arrives at the back door. The children,

Janie and Bill, wonder if the officer has come to arrest their father. The

policeman, initially bewildered by the sight of the penguin, questions Mr.
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Popper about his pet. Mr. Popper takes pride in Captain Cook, while the

children, in their innocence and humor, contribute to the light-hearted

exchange. The officer’s skepticism about penguins leads Mr. Popper to

consider getting a license to keep Captain Cook, prompting the officer to

suggest calling City Hall.

Mr. Popper, eager to comply, faces the frustrating bureaucratic confusion

when attempting to obtain information about the license. During his phone

call to City Hall, hilariously, the operator misinterprets "penguin," thinking

it might be a person named Benjamin, causing further chaos. Amidst the

confusion, Mr. Popper loses his temper, realizing that as long as no one at

City Hall recognizes what a penguin truly is, it’s unlikely that a permit is

required for his beloved pet.

Both chapters encapsulate the comedic struggles of Mr. Popper as he

navigates the challenges of pet ownership in an unconventional situation, all

while charmingly illustrating the innocence and humor of family life. As

Captain Cook becomes a more permanent fixture in their lives, the Poppers

are left to ponder how to adapt to their newest family member and handle

curious encounters with the outside world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Unconventionality

Critical Interpretation: In navigating the delightful chaos brought on

by Captain Cook, you learn that life’s most fulfilling experiences often

arise from embracing the unconventional. Much like Mr. Popper’s

determination to adapt to his quirky pet amidst bureaucratic confusion,

you are inspired to embrace the unusual aspects of your own life. By

accepting the unexpected, you open yourself to a world filled with

laughter, creativity, and joy, reminding you that it’s not about

conforming to norms, but rather finding happiness in the delightful

quirks that make life uniquely yours.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Capter VII. Captain Cook Builds a
Nest

Chapter VI: More Troubles

The chapter opens with the children, Janie and Bill, spotting a policeman at

their back door, prompting Bill to quip about the possibility of their father,

Mr. Popper, being arrested. Mr. Popper, a dedicated house painter, interacts

with the policeman, who is initially perplexed by their unusual pet, Captain

Cook, a penguin. The children explain their family situation, with Bill

jokingly pointing out their father's messy hair resembling a lion's mane. The

policeman, confused yet intrigued, can’t quite fathom the idea of a pet

penguin, and he suggests Mr. Popper check with City Hall regarding a

potential license for Captain Cook.

When Mr. Popper attempts to call City Hall about the licensing regulations

for penguins, he experiences a comical ordeal involving multiple transfers

and misunderstandings. The officials, unable to comprehend the concept of a

penguin as a pet, mistakenly inquire whether Mr. Popper wishes to license

Captain Cook for hunting. Frustrated with the confusion, Mr. Popper

eventually decides he can forgo a license, asserting that the bureaucratic

process isn’t worth the hassle, showcasing the humorous challenges of

owning a non-traditional pet.
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Chapter VII: Captain Cook Builds a Nest

In this chapter, Janie and Bill reluctantly depart for school, leaving Captain

Cook at home. Mrs. Popper, preoccupied with chores, doesn’t initially notice

the penguin’s growing fascination with scavenging items around the house.

Meanwhile, Mr. Popper busies himself grooming in honor of having such a

unique pet, inadvertently neglecting Captain Cook.

The penguin proves to be quite industrious, exploring every nook and cranny

of the house. From under the furniture to within closets, Captain Cook

fetches various household items and carries them to the refrigerator, which

he comically mimics as a nesting area. Mrs. Popper eventually discovers his

collection, leading to a hilarious reveal of the strange assortment of items

Captain Cook has accumulated—everything from a chess piece to loose

change and even a doll's head.

Remarkably, Mr. Popper quips about Captain Cook's behavior, dubbing the

refrigerator a “rookery” due to the odd assortment in his makeshift nest.

Mrs. Popper, amused yet exasperated, suggests Mr. Popper take Captain

Cook outside for some exercise. Their playful banter highlights the lighter

side of their unusual family dynamic. Mr. Popper dresses up, resembling a

penguin himself, reflecting his pride and affection for Captain Cook while
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demonstrating his commitment to his family and their unconventional new

pet, leading to Mr. Popper's request for a clothesline to tether Captain Cook

outside.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Unconventionality

Critical Interpretation: When faced with the absurdities of life—like

owning a penguin in a city—it's easy to feel overwhelmed by the rules

and norms that govern our society. Mr. Popper’s humorous struggle to

navigate the bureaucratic maze in order to keep his unusual pet reveals

a fundamental truth: not every aspect of life needs to adhere to

conventional standards. This chapter shows us that embracing the

unconventional can lead to joyful experiences, teaching us to find

humor in difficulties and to represent our true selves boldly. By

resisting the urge to conform and daring to be different, we open

ourselves up to unique adventures that enrich our lives.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 7 Summary: Capter VIII. Penguin's Promenade

In Chapter VIII, titled "Penguin’s Promenade," Mr. Popper eagerly tries to

 take his pet penguin, Captain Cook, for a stroll. Initially resistant to the idea

of being leashed, Captain Cook eventually submits to Mr. Popper's

insistence, leading to a comical yet heartwarming scene where Mr. Popper

ties a clothesline around the penguin’s neck and his own wrist.

Dressed in his Sunday best, Mr. Popper steps outside with Captain Cook

waddle-strolling beside him, drawing the attention of their neighbor, Mrs.

Callahan. Mistaking the penguin for other birds, she is astounded to learn

that Captain Cook is an Antarctic penguin sent from the South Pole. Despite

Mr. Popper’s attempts to clarify their unique situation, Mrs. Callahan

manages to exude both humor and concern, ultimately deciding to leave

after a brief but baffling encounter with the unusual duo.

Their outing continues as they approach a nearby drugstore where Captain

Cook becomes fascinated with a display of boric powder, mistaking it for

snow. This curiosity leads to a chaotic scene when two young men arrive,

having heard about the penguin from a local policeman. Explaining their

intentions to capture the moment for the newspaper, they unearth Mr.

Popper's identity, leading to an impromptu photo opportunity. 

As the mingling crowd gathers and questions fly, Captain Cook further
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entangles himself in the clothesline around the camera tripod, creating a

humorous tangle that requires Mr. Popper's inventive solution to resolve.

Finally, after some adjustments, the photographer manages to capture a

memorable shot of the penguin, which results in a newspaper sensation.

In a moment of unexpected humor mixed with charm, Mr. Popper recounts

the story of how he received Captain Cook from Admiral Drake,

highlighting the penguin’s exotic origin. The chapter ends with a sense of

camaraderie, as Mr. Popper and his curious penguin navigate the newfound

attention, weaving through a growing crowd that follows them to the

barbershop where Mr. Popper is well-known, suggesting the beginning of

their collective notoriety in the neighborhood.
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Chapter 8: Capter IX. In the Barber Shop

In Chapter IX, titled "In the Barber Shop," Mr. Popper and his pet penguin,

 Captain Cook, embark on an amusing adventure that begins with a quiet

visit to a barbershop. As the barber focuses on shaving an elderly gentleman,

Captain Cook curiously leaps onto the mirror ledge to get a better look at the

scenario. This unexpected intrusion startles the gentleman, whose face is

covered in lather, causing him to panic and leap out of the chair and flee the

shop without even grabbing his coat or hat.

The barber, bewildered by the commotion, demands that Mr. Popper remove

the penguin from his establishment, comparing it to a zoo and expressing

frustration at Captain Cook's antics, which include biting the combs. Mr.

Popper apologetically opts to exit through the back door, hastily carrying

Captain Cook in his arms, all while the penguin squawks in excitement.

Once outside, Captain Cook discovers a back stairway, leading Mr. Popper

to a realization about penguins—they may not fly but love to climb. As Mr.

Popper attempts to keep up with Captain Cook ascending the stairs, the

penguin enthusiastically navigates each step, prompting Mr. Popper's

amused exasperation.

When Captain Cook reaches the top and decides to slide back down, Mr.

Popper, tied to the bird by a clothesline, unwittingly joins in on the fun.
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Their descent down the stairs is a comical spectacle, with Mr. Popper sliding

down on his stomach in an uncontrollable manner, much to the delight of

Captain Cook. 

After this lively adventure, Captain Cook's eagerness to climb again leads

Mr. Popper to call for a taxi. As they arrive home, Mrs. Popper is taken

aback by her husband’s disheveled appearance, prompting Mr. Popper to

sheepishly admit that one can never predict a penguin's next move.

Exhausted from the day's unexpected exercise, he decides to rest while

Captain Cook enjoys a refreshing shower and nap in the icebox, maintaining

the playful spirit of their day together.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Capter X. Shadows

In the aftermath of Mr. Popper's unexpected fame from receiving a penguin

 named Captain Cook, life shifts dramatically for the Popper family. Their

pride in the quirky journey from ordinary house painter to a minor celebrity

quickly dissipates as Captain Cook's mood darkens. The once lively

penguin, who used to explore the household with glee, now spends his days

sulking inside the refrigerator, refusing to interact with the family or play

with the children, Bill and Janie. 

Concern grows as Captain Cook's health declines; he becomes lethargic and

loses weight, prompting Mrs. Popper to take his temperature, which reveals

a fever. Despite their efforts to care for him, including calling a veterinary

doctor who, although experienced, admits he has never treated a penguin, the

situation seems dire. The vet suggests ice packs and specific remedies, but

warns that Antarctic penguins aren't suited for the climate of Stillwater and

that the prognosis is grim.

As Captain Cook continues to worsen, the family rallies around him,

receiving sympathy from neighbors who bring food in hopes of livening him

up. The deep emotional connection they’ve developed with the little bird

makes Mr. Popper anxious and sad at the thought of losing him. Desperate to

help, Mr. Popper recalls the original letter that brought Captain Cook to him

and decides to reach out again. This time, he writes to Dr. Smith, the Curator
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of the Mammoth City Aquarium, in search of advice.

To Mr. Popper's relief, the curator responds, sharing troubling news about

another Antarctic penguin in his care that appears to be suffering from

loneliness, much like Captain Cook. Intriguingly, he proposes sending a

female penguin, believing that the companionship might help both birds

thrive. Thus, the stage is set for a transformative new chapter in the Popper

family's life with the arrival of Greta, a second penguin destined to become

part of their unusual household at 432 Proudfoot Avenue.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 10 Summary: Capter XII. More Mouths to Feed

In Chapters XI and XII of *Mr. Popper's Penguins*, the story continues to

 follow Mr. Popper and his increasing interactions with the penguins he has

brought into his home. The plot begins in Chapter XI, where Mr. Popper

reassures his wife, Mrs. Popper, as they adjust to having two penguins,

Captain Cook and Greta, in their refrigerator. As the playful penguins

explore their new environment, Mr. Popper cleverly names the standing

penguin Captain Cook and the sitting one Greta. To differentiate between the

two, he paints their names on their backs. However, their presence quickly

creates challenges for the Poppers, revealing a humorous juxtaposition

between the chilly temperatures they endure in their home and the amusing

antics of the penguins.

As winter progresses, the situation becomes more chaotic with a snowstorm

causing snow drifts throughout the house, leading the penguins to revel in

their first experience of snow. Mr. Popper, prioritizing the enjoyment of his

family and the penguins over household upkeep, turns their living space into

an ice playground. Mrs. Popper, though initially skeptical about the changes

and the cold, finds herself adapting to the unusual circumstances, reflecting

on the familial warmth and joy the penguins bring amidst the chilly chaos.

In Chapter XII, the story escalates as Mr. Popper installs a large freezing

plant in the basement to accommodate the growing penguin family,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


following Greta's surprising lay of ten eggs. Although Mr. Popper's financial

situation grows precarious as he places everything on credit, he innovatively

manages to care for the eggs with hot-water bottles, demonstrating both his

resourcefulness and deepening affection for the penguins.

The hatchlings emerge, robust and adorably fuzzy, and Mr. Popper names

each of them, highlighting his affectionate connection with his new family.

However, Mrs. Popper feels that ten penguins should be ‘more than enough’

for their household, although the added chaos doesn’t significantly impact

her routine as long as order is maintained.

The basement becomes an elaborate setup for the penguins, featuring a

swimming pool and an ice rink, while emotional scenes unfold as Mr.

Popper reflects on how this newfound life with penguins contrasts

dramatically with his previous existence focused solely on work. He

cherishes the companionship and the happiness these creatures have brought

into his home, transforming not just his living space but his entire outlook

on life in the process.

Through these whimsical and heartwarming chapters, we see themes of

family, adaptation, and creativity come together as Mr. Popper balances his

passion for his penguin family with the inherent challenges of an

overcrowded Cold War-era home. The Poppers’ antics remind readers of the

joy that can come from unexpected circumstances and the importance of
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nurturing bonds in unconventional situations.

Chapter Summary

Chapter
XI

Mr. Popper reassures Mrs. Popper as they adjust to having two penguins,
Captain Cook and Greta, at home. The penguins' playful antics create chaos
in the house, especially during a snowstorm that allows the penguins to
experience snow. Despite the cold, the Poppers find joy and warmth in their
peculiar situation.

Chapter
XII

Mr. Popper installs a large freezing plant in the basement for the penguins
after Greta lays ten eggs. Despite financial struggles, he cares for the eggs
innovatively. The hatchlings emerge, bringing further joy and chaos, while
Mrs. Popper believes ten penguins are enough. The basement becomes a
penguin haven, reflecting Mr. Popper's changing priorities and the
happiness the penguins bring to his life.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Capter XIII. Money Worries

### Chapter XII: More Mouths to Feed

In the aftermath of their wintery adventures, Mr. Popper took a bold step by

installing a large freezing plant in their basement to provide a comfortable

home for his beloved penguins, Captain Cook and Greta. To accommodate

this change, he relocated the home furnace to the somewhat peculiar setting

of their living room, much to Mrs. Popper's relief since it meant they could

finally escape the cold while inside.

Despite the excitement, Mr. Popper found himself grappling with financial

worries, as these modifications came at a significant cost. An engineer,

initially skeptical due to Mr. Popper's limited funds, agreed to provide the

necessary equipment on credit. Just in time for their cozy relocation, Greta

laid the first of an unexpected series of eggs—ten in total, instead of the

usual two. This left Mr. Popper in a quandary since penguin mothers can

only incubate two eggs at once. Ingeniously, he turned to hot-water bottles

and electric heating pads to care for the surplus eggs.

As the penguin chicks hatched, they proved to be endearingly fuzzy and

grew quickly. With assistance from the whole family, Captain Cook and

Greta busied themselves gathering food for their growing brood, aptly
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named after famous explorers: Nelson, Columbus, Louisa, Jenny, Scott,

Magellan, Adelina, Isabella, Ferdinand, and Victoria. Mr. and Mrs. Popper

found their home bustling yet managed to adapt, even as they dealt with the

strange antics of their new pets.

In this new life, Mr. Popper creatively transformed their cellar into a

veritable ice castle, complete with a swimming pool for the penguins and an

ice rink where they showed off their charmingly odd drills, often led by

Louisa, who proudly held a tiny American flag during parades. As their

children, Janie and Bill, invited friends over to witness the delightful antics

of the penguins, Mr. Popper found joy in this rich, albeit unconventional,

life. However, he couldn’t shake the looming reality of spring and the

potential return to mundane house painting.

### Chapter XIII: Money Worries

One evening, after tucking the children in bed, Mrs. Popper approached Mr.

Popper with a serious concern about their financial situation. While she was

happy to see him enjoying his unusual "vacation," she pointed out the

escalating costs of keeping the penguins, especially the live fish they

required for meals. With limited money left and pressing bills—including

one from the engineer for the freezing plant—Mrs. Popper suggested,

jokingly, they might need to consider eating the penguins if their finances

failed.
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Understandably horrified, Mr. Popper dismissed the notion and thought

about an alternative—rather than selling their treasured pets, they could train

the penguins for performances. Drawing on the concept of trained seals, Mr.

Popper proposed that the penguins could entertain audiences, and there's no

one better to help him than Mrs. Popper.

With this exciting plan, they moved a piano to their basement, where Mrs.

Popper would reacquaint herself with playing music that would signal

various acts for the penguins. Priding themselves on using the penguins’

natural talents, such as their love for marching and playful sparring, they

practiced routines to captivating pieces like Schubert’s “Military March” and

the “Merry Widow Waltz.” 

As January came to a close, Mr. Popper felt confident that their unique

penguin act was ready to take the stage, and he eagerly anticipated the

adventures that lay ahead, fueling their hopes for financial stability through

their delightful, feathered performers.
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Chapter 12: Capter XIV. Mr. Greenbaum

In Chapter XIV of the story, Mr. Popper wakes up to find an article in the

 Morning Chronicle announcing that Mr. Greenbaum, the owner of the

prestigious Palace Theater, is in town. Recognizing a potential opportunity,

Mr. Popper decides that the family, along with their twelve trained penguins,

should pay a visit to Mr. Greenbaum that evening.

As the Popper family sets off, their penguins, well-trained and surprisingly

disciplined, march alongside them without leashes, showcasing the

remarkable bond and training they’ve undergone. A humorous exchange

happens on the bus as they board, with Mr. Popper negotiating the fare. The

bus driver is initially incredulous, but eventually allows them to travel,

although not without some complaints from other passengers due to the

cold-loving penguins needing open windows.

Upon arriving at the Palace Theater, the family is greeted by the theater

manager, who quickly realizes the spectacle that is about to unfold. Mr.

Greenbaum, the theater owner, meets the Poppers and inspects the penguins,

clearly intrigued yet skeptical. Mr. Popper introduces the act as "Popper's

Performing Penguins," a name crafted by him and Mrs. Popper to capture

the seriousness of the penguins' performance.

An amusing exchange occurs when Mr. Greenbaum suggests an alternate
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name, "Popper's Pink-toed Penguins," which Mr. Popper dismisses, feeling it

undermines the penguins' demeanor. Eager to see a demonstration, Mr.

Greenbaum encourages Mrs. Popper to begin playing the piano, setting the

stage for the penguins’ performance. However, Bill, one of the children,

rightly points out the need to clear the furniture for the show, leading to

anticipation for the upcoming act.

This chapter sets the scene for a significant moment in the Popper family's

endeavors, teasing the potential of their trained penguins in the world of

theater while illustrating their unique family dynamic and the whimsicality

of their situation.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Capter XV. Popper's Performing
Penguins

In Chapter XV, titled "Popper’s Performing Penguins," the story takes an

 exciting turn when the manager of the theater expresses his distress over the

absence of the scheduled act, the Marvelous Marcos. With the audience

demanding refunds and the stakes high on a Saturday night, Mrs. Popper

proposes a creative solution: let the penguins perform their rehearsal on

stage instead. The manager reluctantly agrees, hoping this will salvage the

evening.

As the Poppers and their penguins grace the stage, the manager introduces

them to the audience. Mrs. Popper, accustomed to performing with her

gloves on, begins playing Schubert’s “Military March,” prompting the

penguins to execute a well-drilled routine. Despite a hiccup during the

performance, the audience responds enthusiastically, eager for more.

Next, Mrs. Popper switches to the "Merry Widow Waltz," and the penguin

duo, Nelson and Columbus, engage in a playful sparring match, much to the

delight of both the audience and their fellow penguins. This comical

exchange is marked by exaggerated gestures and playful banter, showcasing

the penguins' personalities and the crowd’s engagement.

As the act progresses, Mr. Popper realizes they need props for the next
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segment. Although Mrs. Popper notes the absence of the required

stepladders and board, the manager quickly arranges for them to be brought

in. Once set up, the tone shifts to chaos as the penguins fight for the chance

to climb the ladders, leading to wild antics that have the audience roaring

with laughter.

The performance concludes with Mrs. Popper’s graceful music, but the

chaos persists until the curtain falls, leaving the audience cheering for more.

Amid the celebration, the manager treats the penguins to ice-cream cones,

and Mr. Greenbaum, recognizing the act's unique potential, offers the

Poppers a lucrative ten-week contract for their penguins, predicting they'll

soon captivate audiences from coast to coast.

As the chapter wraps up, the Poppers find themselves successfully

transitioning into the world of show business, with Mrs. Popper playfully

resuming her piano playing, prompting the penguins to parade once more.

The chapter illustrates the blend of humor, creativity, and unexpected

success, setting the stage for the Poppers' exhilarating journey in

entertainment.

Chapter
Title Summary

Popper’s
Performing
Penguins

The manager of the theater is distressed over the absence of the
scheduled act, prompting Mrs. Popper to suggest the penguins perform.
The penguins' routine, featuring musical performances and playful antics,
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Chapter
Title Summary

delights the audience despite some chaos. The act ends positively with
cheering and offers for a contract, marking the Poppers' successful entry
into show business while highlighting humor and creativity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Creativity in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing before a crowd, expectations

high, but everything you planned falls apart. This is the moment when

creativity can transform chaos into opportunity. Just like the Poppers,

who turned their penguins into a captivating performance when faced

with adversity, you too can draw upon your own resourcefulness in

tough times. What if you embraced the unexpected and allowed your

imagination to flourish? Introducing an element of play and

spontaneity into your life can lead to not only extraordinary

experiences but also connections with others that you never

anticipated. Life, like the stage, is much more enjoyable when you’re

willing to engage your creativity and turn the unforeseen into

something extraordinary.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Capter XVI. On the Road

Chapter XVI: On The Road

As the Poppers prepared for their journey from their home at 432 Proudfoot

Avenue, a flurry of activity ensued. Mrs. Popper dutifully packed away old

clothes, scrubbing and polishing the house to ensure everything was in order

before they left. Mr. Popper, in anticipation of their new life on the road,

received their first week’s pay in advance from Mr. Greenbaum, prompting

them to pay off some pressing expenses. They settled outstanding debts to

the technician who had installed the freezing plant necessary for training

their beloved penguins, as well as to the fish supplier who had been sending

fresh fish from the coast.

Finally, all preparations complete, Mr. Popper locked the door of their little

house. The family faced some unexpected trouble while hailing taxis to

transport them to the station. With four family members, twelve penguins,

eight suitcases, and a pail of fish, they needed two taxis. In a hurry to reach

the station, the cab drivers raced against each other, leading to a minor

accident that resulted in a scuffle with a traffic policeman.

Upon arriving at the train station just in time, Mr. Popper escorted the

penguins to the baggage car to keep them calm while Mrs. Popper and the
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children rode in a Pullman car. The journey was chaotic as they navigated

through the train. The curious penguins were tempted by the porters’ ladders

and caused quite the commotion, to the dismay of other passengers. Mr.

Popper faced a barrage of complaints, including an elderly lady threatening

to disembark and a clergyman suggesting they open a window for the

penguins to jump out. It took the conductor and brakeman's assistance to

finally get the penguins settled in the baggage car.

Mrs. Popper expressed concern about her children missing school during

their travels, but Mr. Popper reassured her that the experience of travel

would be enriching, despite having never ventured beyond their hometown

of Stillwater.

In Seattle, the penguins proved to be a spectacular hit, dazzling audiences

with their opening performance. They not only amazed spectators with their

rehearsed act but also spontaneously added their creative flair, which the

audience clamored for. After their performance, Janie and Bill helped usher

the penguins off stage for the next act featuring a tightrope walker named

Monsieur Duval. However, the penguins became distracted and wandered

back onstage midway through his act, causing comedic chaos that

jeopardized Duval’s performance. 

As the audience erupted with laughter at the penguins’ antics, Duval lost his

balance, almost falling. In a desperate show of skill, he managed to regain
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composure, though he was frustrated by the penguins' interruptions. Ignoring

his reprimands, the penguins waddled away, oblivious to the chaos they had

caused, much to the delight of the crowd, who anticipated their disruptive

charm in every act that followed. 

Thus, the Poppers' journey had begun, filled with unexpected adventures and

the promise of new experiences, courtesy of their mischievous yet endearing

penguin companions.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace spontaneity and adventure in life

Critical Interpretation: Just like the Poppers, who faced chaos and

unpredictability as they traveled with their beloved penguins, you too

can find inspiration in embracing the spontaneity of life's adventures.

Rather than fearing the unknown, let the unexpected moments lead

you to joyful experiences and laughter. Whether it’s taking a detour on

a road trip, trying a new hobby, or simply being open to new

opportunities, embracing spontaneity can enrich your life and create

memorable stories that resonate with the people around you.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Capter XVII. Fame

In Chapter XVII, titled "Fame," the Popper Performing Penguins rise to

 stardom, drawing huge crowds eager to see their unique act. The Poppers,

particularly Mr. and Mrs. Popper along with their children, bask in the

attention while enjoying the perks of their newfound fame. However, their

popularity leads to tension with other performers. During a show in

Minneapolis, a well-known opera singer becomes irate upon learning the

penguins will perform alongside her, demanding that they be removed from

the stage. The Poppers quickly relocate the penguins to the basement, but the

mischievous birds find another way to make a surprise appearance in the

orchestra pit, much to the amusement of the audience and the dismay of the

singer.

The Poppers travel extensively across the country, earning a lucrative salary

of five thousand dollars a week. Yet, despite this substantial income, they

struggle financially due to the costs of residing in upscale hotels and

constantly moving between theatrical performances. Each journey the

penguins take becomes an attraction in itself, causing traffic disruptions as

crowds gather to watch the amusing parade of penguins. Mr. Popper, ever

mindful of his impact on others, opts for taxis to navigate the busy streets.

To accommodate the penguins’ needs, Mr. Popper has to arrange for large

blocks of ice to be delivered to their hotel rooms, which begins to strain their
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budget. Fortunately, the Poppers save on food expenses since the shrimp

company that benefits from their endorsement provides them with canned

shrimp gratis, alleviating some financial pressure. Other businesses seek

endorsements from Mr. Popper, hoping to leverage the penguins' fame, but

he remains hesitant to commit when the birds refuse to eat the products

offered.

As their tour progresses, they visit major cities like Milwaukee, Chicago,

and Philadelphia, each stop heightening their reputation. By the time they

reach Boston, the demand is overwhelming, with throngs awaiting their

arrival. However, the growing warmth brings challenges, as keeping the

penguins cool requires massive amounts of ice, and Mr. Popper begins to

feel the strain of their busy schedule. As their ten-week contract nears its

end, he contemplates returning to their home in Stillwater, sensing that the

penguins are becoming increasingly irritable from the relentless pace of their

performances. The chapter underscores the challenges and joys of fame

while hinting at the need for the Poppers to restore balance in their lives.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the joy of unexpected fame and its challenges

Critical Interpretation: Imagine finding yourself in a whirlwind of

attention and excitement, as the world suddenly wants to see what you

have to offer. Just like the Poppers, who discovered the dazzling

heights of fame through their beloved penguins, you can find

inspiration in the idea that even unexpected recognition can bring joy.

However, this newfound admiration also comes with responsibilities

and challenges, reminding you to stay grounded amidst the cheers.

Take a cue from Mr. Popper's journey: relish the applause but also

seek balance and prioritize the well-being of those you care about,

ensuring that your pursuits remain fulfilling and true to who you are.
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Chapter 16: Capter XVIII. April Winds

Chapter XVIII: April Winds

As spring sweeps through Boston, New York City is experiencing an

uncharacteristic heatwave. In the Tower Hotel, Mr. Popper and his beloved

penguins are feeling the sweltering weather, prompting him to take them to

the roof garden in search of a cooling breeze. The bright lights and bustling

city below fascinate the penguins, particularly the younger ones, who move

dangerously close to the edge. This makes Mr. Popper anxious as he recalls

a previous scare when one of his penguins almost got hurt. With safety in

mind, he quickly ushers them back inside and sets about bathing them under

cold showers throughout the night, which leaves him sleep-deprived for their

big day at the theater.

The next morning, still groggy and absent-minded, Mr. Popper hails a taxi to

take them to the Regal Theater. On the way, the taxi driver brings up a

competing act featuring Swenson’s Seals, provoking Mr. Popper's nerves

about the potential clash between his penguins and the tough seals. Upon

arriving, his wife, Mrs. Popper, suggests keeping the penguins occupied with

a taxi ride until their performance.

However, disaster strikes as Mr. Popper rushes out to retrieve the taxis—his
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penguins are already on stage and have discovered the seals, leading to

chaos as the audience reacts with uproar. As the curtain is hastily drawn,

turmoil erupts backstage with the penguins and seals finding their way to the

dressing room.

Desperate for help, Mrs. Popper sends their son Bill to call the police while

Janie seeks out the fire department. When the firemen arrive, they find not a

blaze, but six seals barking and twelve penguins prancing in playful

confusion. The firefighters, attempting to entertain the birds, place firemen’s

helmets on the penguins, creating a comically absurd scene. Meanwhile, the

policemen arrive, naturally siding with the seals and adorning them with

caps, further escalating the farcical chaos.

Finally, Mr. Popper and Mr. Swenson make their way into the dressing

room. Overwhelmed with relief at the sight of the playful chaos, Mr. Popper

is soon interrupted by the theater manager, who accuses him of causing the

commotion and threatens arrest. Mr. Popper, bewildered, tries to explain that

he and his penguins were booked for a performance, only to learn that they

have mistakenly arrived at the Regal Theater instead of the Royal Theater,

thus compounding the day's misadventures. 

As tensions rise, it becomes clear that Mr. Popper must wrestle with the

consequences of this mix-up, emphasizing the ironic tumult that often

accompanies his attempts to showcase his beloved penguins.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Capter XIX. Admiral Drake

### Chapter XIX: Admiral Drake

After a harrowing series of events, Mr. Popper, along with his beloved

penguins—Captain Cook, Greta, and the rest—found themselves imprisoned

for disrupting a theater performance. As the desk sergeant told Mr. Popper,

the theater manager was infuriated, leaving them in a police cell unless they

could post a hefty bail of $500 for him and $100 for each of the penguins.

Unfortunately, neither Mr. nor Mrs. Popper had the means to cover such a

bill, complicating their situation further. Their hopes of securing Mr.

Greenbaum, the kind producer vital to their theatrical success, were dashed

since he was unreachable in Hollywood.

As the days dragged on, the penguins grew despondent, lacking exercise and

becoming listless in their confinement. Mr. Popper remained hopeful that

Mr. Greenbaum would soon arrive, but Friday came and went without any

sign of help. On Saturday, Mr. Popper prepared himself and the penguins in

hopes of an uplifting visitation.

Then, with the jingling of keys, a new figure appeared: Admiral Drake, a

prominent explorer recently returned from the South Pole. The Admiral was

elated to find Mr. Popper, having followed the success of his trained penguin
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act across the country. He explained how he had heard about their troubles

and expressed admiration for the remarkable penguins.

Mr. Popper shared the unfolding story of how Greta came to join Captain

Cook and how the newer penguins had risen to fame alongside their

prominent performances. The Admiral was fascinated, revealing the

long-standing absence of penguins at the North Pole and the U.S.

government's desire for an expedition to establish a breeding ground there,

hoping to bring the extraordinary Popper penguins along.

Before Mr. Popper could respond, Mr. Greenbaum entered with Mr. Klein

from the Colossal Film Company, offering a lucrative film deal that could

secure the family’s financial future. Mr. Klein enthusiastically touted the

potential of making the penguins movie stars, promising to keep the entire

family in comfort for life. Yet, Mr. Popper weighed the Admiral’s

proposition against this new opportunity. 

With the Admiral explaining the loneliness of explorers without penguin

companions and the appeal of their intelligent birds, the thought of sending

them to the North Pole became plausible, albeit with concerns about the

potential dangers from polar bears. Despite the allure of the film contract,

Mr. Popper took a moment to consider their future, recognizing the

significance of both options.
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As he expressed gratitude to both men for their offers, Mr. Popper promised

to make a decision soon, caught between a life of simple comforts and the

extraordinary adventure of establishing penguins in a new land.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Capter XX. Farewell, Mr. Popper

### Summary of "Farewell, Mr. Popper"

In this poignant chapter, Mr. Popper faces a significant decision regarding

the future of his beloved penguins. After much deliberation with Mrs.

Popper, he realizes that the penguins are not suited for a life in Hollywood,

despite Mr. Klein's tempting offer to showcase them in a movie. Instead, Mr.

Popper chooses to give the penguins to Admiral Drake for an Arctic

expedition, believing that it is what’s best for their well-being since they

belong in a cold climate.

Mr. Popper's sense of responsibility weighs heavily on him. He

acknowledges how much joy and happiness the penguins have brought into

his life and feels a deep obligation to ensure their comfort. He informally

agrees to allow Mr. Klein to film a short movie featuring the penguins in

New York before they depart, a plan that would still generate some financial

support for the Poppers.

As preparations for the expedition begin, the atmosphere is bustling with

excitement. Admiral Drake’s ship is loaded with supplies, and the

penguins—Greta, Captain Cook, and the others—explore their new

environment with curiosity, much to the amusement of the sailors onboard.
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The anticipation builds as the day of departure arrives.

Saying goodbye is an emotional moment for Mr. Popper. He makes his

rounds to bid farewell to each penguin, particularly Captain Cook, who has

transformed his life. Seeing the penguins ready to go brings Mr. Popper to

tears, but he finds solace in knowing he is acting in their best interest.

Unexpectedly, Admiral Drake encourages Mr. Popper to join the expedition,

arguing that as the penguins' caretaker, his presence is essential. Initially

surprised and thinking he is just a house painter without the proper

credentials for an exploratory journey, Mr. Popper ultimately accepts the

invitation. He conveys his excitement to his family, prompting a bittersweet

farewell, especially from Mrs. Popper, who reassures him that they will be

fine and that he should embrace the adventure.

As the ship sets sail, the Poppers and the penguins wave goodbye. The

chapter concludes with the ship moving slowly down the river, marking the

beginning of a new and exciting journey for Mr. Popper and the

extraordinary crew of penguins.
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