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About the book

In "My Grandfather Would Have Shot Me," Jennifer Teege embarks on a

heartrending journey of self-discovery as she uncovers her family’s dark

connection to Nazi Germany, specifically her grandfather, Amon Goeth, a

notorious concentration camp commandant. With a unique perspective

shaped by her bi-racial heritage, Teege delves into the complexities of

identity, guilt, and the haunting legacy of her past, inviting readers to

grapple with the uncomfortable truths of history and the impact they have on

our present lives. This poignant memoir not only challenges the reader to

confront their own understandings of ancestry and morality but also holds a

mirror to the enduring scars left by family secrets, making it an essential

read for anyone seeking to understand the intricate tapestry of human nature.
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About the author

Jennifer Teege is a renowned German-Nigerian author and public speaker,

whose deeply personal narrative explores themes of identity, heritage, and

the legacy of familial history. Born to a Nigerian father and a German

mother, her journey took a harrowing turn when she discovered that her

grandfather, whom she never knew, was the Nazi commandant Amon Goeth,

notorious for his brutal role in the Holocaust. Teege's poignant memoir, "My

Grandfather Would Have Shot Me," delves into the complexities of

confronting a dark past while navigating her own multicultural identity,

ultimately emphasizing the importance of reconciliation, understanding, and

the power of storytelling in healing from historical trauma.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prologue: The Discovery

### Prologue Summary

In the central library of Hamburg, the narrator discovers a striking red book

titled *I Have to Love My Father, Don’t I?*, which details the life of

Monika Goeth, the daughter of Amon Goeth, the infamous concentration

camp commandant depicted in *Schindler’s List*. As the narrator flips

through the pages, they are confronted with haunting family images,

including one of their grandmother, Ruth Irene Goeth, and realize with

shock that Monika is their biological mother—a woman who abandoned

them to an orphanage years ago. 

The weight of the discovery is overwhelming. The narrator grapples with a

tumult of emotions and unanswered questions: Why was their mother’s past

hidden from them? Who is Amon Goeth, and what role did he play in the

atrocities of the Holocaust? The narrator reflects on their childhood,

remembering the film *Schindler’s List* and how it once felt distant and

disconnected from their identity, until now. As they sit on a bench outside

the library, the gravity of this newfound connection to a dark historical

legacy weighs heavily, deepening a sense of betrayal and confusion rooted in

abandonment and secrecy. They call their husband, seeking solace and

support, instinctively aware that their life is about to change forever.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 1. Me, Granddaughter of a Mass
Murderer

Chapter 1: Me, Granddaughter of a Mass Murderer

In this chapter, Jennifer Teege reflects on her extraordinary life as the

granddaughter of Amon Goeth, a notorious commandant at a Nazi

concentration camp, which serves as a dark legacy that shapes her identity

and challenges her understanding of family history. Born on June 29, 1970,

to Monika Goeth and a Nigerian father, Jennifer's early life was marked by

abandonment; her mother placed her in a Catholic orphanage shortly after

birth. At three, she was adopted by a white family in Germany, where she

grew up as an outsider, aware of her racial differences but seeking

acceptance. 

Years later, a chance visit to the library leads Jennifer to discover a book

titled "I Have to Love My Father, Don’t I?" The moment she pulls this book

off the shelf proves to be pivotal, as it unearths her family’s horrifying past.

The narrative contrasts her ordinary life with the grim reality of her

grandfather's actions during the Holocaust, revealing that she is connected to

one of history's most infamous mass murderers. This revelation throws her

into an emotional crisis, causing her to question her identity and familial

relationships.
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As Jennifer navigates her grief, she grapples with feelings of betrayal and

confusion over her heritage. Her awareness of Goeth's atrocities compels her

to examine her own life choices and relationships, including her marriage

and motherhood. The internal struggle manifests as deep depression; she

battles her mental health while trying to reconcile her past with the present.

Seeking solace, she turns to research about her grandfather, uncovering the

depths of his sadism and the silence that shrouded her family history.

Jennifer recalls moments from her childhood that illustrate her desire for

belonging, against the backdrop of a family history mired in shame and

horror. Her adoptive family, who loved her, were unaware of her biological

past, adding another layer of complexity to her feelings of disconnection.

She faces the daunting challenge of confronting not only her family history

but also the psychological impact it has on her.

Through therapy, she begins to unravel the weight of her lineage. Her

therapist explains the generational trauma inherent in family histories tied to

perpetrators of violence, stressing the importance of confronting and

processing these legacies. Jennifer shares her development, moving from

denial to a painful acceptance of her identity. She begins to seek answers

about her own mental health and the complexities of her family's silence.

This chapter thus sets the stage for Jennifer’s journey of self-discovery
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amidst the shocking truths of her ancestry, illustrating her emotional turmoil

and the struggle to find her place in a world fraught with historical guilt and

personal anguish. Her search for understanding ultimately leads her to

confront her mother and her past, setting the foundation for what is sure to

be a transformative exploration of identity and heritage.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting generational trauma is essential for healing

and self-discovery.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into the shoes of Jennifer

Teege as she wrestles with her lineage, a legacy stained with violence

and horror. Her journey illuminates the stark truth that acknowledging

our past—particularly the painful aspects—is vital for growth and

self-acceptance. Just like Jennifer, you may find that your own family

history, with its mix of struggles and triumphs, is not just a narrative

of guilt or shame but also a source of profound insight. Embrace the

lessons embedded within these stories, confront the uncomfortable

truths, and use them as a catalyst for personal transformation. In doing

so, you empower yourself to break free from the chains of inherited

pain and forge a path of resilience and strength.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 2. Master of Plaszow Concentration
Camp: My Grandfather Amon Goeth

�C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �2�:� �M�a�s�t�e�r� �o�f� �t�h�e� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w� �C�o�n�c�e�n�t�r�a�t�i�o�n� �C�a�m�p�:� �M�y� �G�r�a�n�d�f�a�t�h�e�r

 Amon Goeth

The chapter opens with the narrator, who is visiting the dilapidated house

where her grandfather, Amon Goeth, once lived. Goeth was infamous as the

�c�o�m�m�a�n�d�a�n�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w� �c�o�n�c�e�n�t�r�a�t�i�o�n� �c�a�m�p� �d�u�r�i�n�g� �W�o�r�l�d� �W�a�r� �I�I�,� �a

man whose whims dictated life and death. The narrator recalls the somber

atmosphere of the house, its decaying structure mirroring the dark history it

harbors. She reflects on her own conflicted feelings about Goeth, who

represents both her family heritage and a historical figure notorious for his

cruelty.

Having been deeply affected by the Holocaust since childhood, she recounts

her early encounters with this dark chapter in history through literature and

visits to concentration camps, reflecting on her desire to understand the

motivations behind such inhumanity. In a search for clarity, she explores the

psychological theories that suggest a deep denial among the German

population about their collective actions during the Nazi era.

As the narrator delves deeper into her family history, the narrative shifts to
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Amon Goeth’s own life, tracing his origins from a middle-class background

in Vienna to his rise within the Nazi party and the SS, an elite and brutal

organization. The chapter reveals how Goeth’s character developed through

experiences of neglect and his involvement in ultranationalism, culminating

�i�n� �h�i�s� �a�p�p�o�i�n�t�m�e�n�t� �a�s� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�a�n�t� �a�t� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �h�e� �w�o�u�l�d� �o�v�e�r�s�e�e� �t�h�e

suffering of thousands.

The text elucidates Goeth’s duality—a man who could host lavish parties in

his villa while simultaneously orchestrating mass murder. It becomes clear

that the same house where sociable gatherings occurred was also a site of

horror. Despite the apparent disrepair of the home, its past echoes through

the remnants of its grandeur, leading the narrator to question her family’s

complicity and the extent of her own identity linked to her grandfather’s

legacy.

�V�i�s�i�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �r�e�m�n�a�n�t�s� �o�f� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w�,� �s�h�e� �c�o�n�t�e�m�p�l�a�t�e�s� �t�h�e� �w�e�i�g�h�t� �o�f� �h�i�s�t�o�r�y

and her connection to it. The memorial dedicated to the victims stands in

stark contrast to the abandoned site of the camp where atrocities transpired.

She reflects on how her upbringing was shaped by discussing her family’s

past, often hidden due to the shame it invokes.

As she navigates the streets of Krakow, she grapples with the responsibility

of acknowledging her grandfather’s actions while forging her own identity.

The chapter poignantly emphasizes the struggle to reconcile family ties with
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the grievous actions of Amon Goeth, offering insight into how the past

continues to inform the present, culminating in her resolve to honor the

�v�i�c�t�i�m�s� �o�f� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w� �r�a�t�h�e�r� �t�h�a�n� �s�h�y� �a�w�a�y� �f�r�o�m� �h�e�r� �h�e�r�i�t�a�g�e�.� �H�e�r� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y

through the historical landscape becomes both a form of homage and a

means of confronting the painful realities of her ancestry.

Section Summary

Introduction The narrator visits her grandfather Amon Goeth's former house,
reflecting on its decaying state and the dark history it represents.

Personal
Reflection

She discusses her conflicted feelings about Goeth, embodying both
family ties and historical cruelty, influenced by her childhood
awareness of the Holocaust.

Exploring
Family History

The chapter traces Goeth's origins from Vienna to his drastic rise in
the Nazi party and SS, shaped by neglect and ultranationalism.

Goeth's
Duality

It reveals Goeth's ability to lead a dual life of social opulence
�j�u�x�t�a�p�o�s�e�d� �a�g�a�i�n�s�t� �t�h�e� �h�o�r�r�o�r�s� �h�e� �i�n�f�l�i�c�t�e�d� �a�t� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w� �c�o�n�c�e�n�t�r�a�t�i�o�n
camp.

Memory and
Remembrance

The narrator reflects on her family's complicity and her responsibility
to honor the victims of the atrocities while grappling with her own
identity.

Conclusion Her journey reveals a commitment to face the past, acknowledging
her heritage while confronting the painful realities associated with it.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of confronting one's heritage and historical

responsibility

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in a place where both

laughter and horror once coexisted, where your family’s lineage

intertwines with profound sorrow and remorse. This chapter urges you

to confront your own history, not just as a passive observer, but as an

active participant in shaping how the past informs your present. It

highlights the power of acknowledging the atrocities committed by

those you are linked to, encouraging you to take responsibility for that

legacy. Instead of shrinking from the truth, it inspires a courageous

journey toward understanding and honoring those victimized by such

actions, ultimately shaping a future rooted in empathy and awareness.
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Chapter 4: 3. The Commandant’s Mistress: My
Grandmother, Ruth Irene Kalder

In Chapter 3, titled "The Commandant’s Mistress: My Grandmother, Ruth

 Irene Kalder," Jennifer Teege navigates the complex legacy of her

grandmother, Ruth Irene, who was the partner of notorious concentration

camp commandant Amon Goeth. Through her reflections, Jennifer grapples

with the startling realization that the woman she knew as kind and nurturing

was intertwined with one of the darkest chapters of history.

Initially, Jennifer had thought that her grandmother was blissfully unaware

�o�f� �t�h�e� �h�o�r�r�o�r�s� �o�c�c�u�r�r�i�n�g� �j�u�s�t� �y�a�r�d�s� �a�w�a�y� �f�r�o�m� �h�e�r� �v�i�l�l�a� �a�t� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w

concentration camp. To Jennifer, the vision of her grandmother's life seemed

idyllic; however, her visit to Krakow and Auschwitz forced her to confront

the proximity of Ruth Irene's privileges to the atrocities committed by

Goeth. This was a painful juxtaposition, as Jennifer began to question her

grandmother’s compassion and choices in the face of immense suffering.

Teege recollects her cherished childhood memories of Ruth Irene, recalling

her as a protective and loving figure. Yet, the deeper she delves into Ruth

Irene's past, the more disillusioned she becomes. Historical accounts reveal

Ruth Irene as a woman who initially sought affection and admiration in her

relationship with Goeth, a man emblazoned with power and charm. As she

recounts her grandmother’s life story prior to meeting Goeth—a beautician
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and secretary, embroiled in the societal norms of her time—Jennifer

uncovers Ruth's self-serving tendencies and romanticizations of her

“queen-like” existence alongside a man infamous for his brutality.

Through interviews and diaries from contemporaries, Ruth's life is depicted

as a series of conflicting loyalties. While she occasionally intervened to

protect the Jewish maids at Goeth's command, her actions were often

overshadowed by her complicity in the broader system of cruelty. Jennifer

teases apart the notion of Ruth as both a bystander and a reluctant

perpetrator. Despite Helen Rosenzweig's accounts of Ruth providing some

degree of kindness, Jennifer struggles with the idea that acts of pity do not

absolve her grandmother from the culpability that came with her

associations.

As Jennifer exposes herself to the historical sites, such as Auschwitz, she

confronts the emotional weight of her lineage. Surrounded by remnants of

the Holocaust—spectacles, shoes, and photographs of inmates—she feels a

visceral connection to the pain and suffering that transpired, grappling with

her identity as the granddaughter of a feared executioner.

When reflecting on her grandmother’s later years, Jennifer reveals that Ruth

Irene’s memories of Goeth were colored by an enduring obsession and a

denial of the horrors. In interviews shortly before her death, Ruth was

described as still clinging to romanticized notions of her time with Goeth,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


demonstrating a refusal to fully confront the realities of his deeds. Jennifer's

concluding thoughts articulate the inherent conflict in her love for Ruth

Irene, whose nurturing role in her life contrasts sharply with her historical

implications.

Ultimately, the chapter encapsulates Jennifer’s tumultuous journey to

understand her grandmother amidst the legacy of evil, illustrating the

challenges faced by descendants of those entangled in horrific histories.

With a nuanced recognition of Ruth Irene’s complexities and contradictions,

Teege seeks to balance the warmth of personal memories with the stark

reality of her family’s past, deeply affecting her self-identity and moral

reflections.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 4. Living with the Dead: My
Mother, Monika Goeth

Chapter 4 Summary: Living with the Dead: My Mother, Monika Goeth

The chapter begins with Monika Goeth's reflections on her tumultuous

relationship with her mother, highlighting the lingering presence of Amon

Goeth, her grandfather, even in death. After nearly two decades apart,

Monika feels a compelling need to reach out to her mother for answers and

closure regarding her family history. She hesitates, struggling with how to

address her mother in her letter, ultimately choosing "Dear Monika." She

shares a peek into her life in Hamburg, attaching a photo of her family to

bridge the gap between them.

Monika's journey to Krakow is depicted as a pivotal moment, where she

seeks connection to her roots by visiting a memorial site. This act brings her

a sense of relief, allowing her to put aside the historical burden her family's

name carries. The chapter delves into Monika's childhood, marked by her

mother’s troubled past and the haunting legacy of Amon Goeth’s actions as

an SS officer during the Holocaust. Monika recalls painful memories,

including an early incident involving a knife attack in her baby carriage, and

the ensuing scars—both physical and emotional—that would shape her

identity.
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Details about Monika’s early life reveal a pattern of silence and denial

surrounding Amon Goeth’s atrocities, propagated by her mother, Ruth Irene

Goeth. Monika grows frustrated with her mother’s refusal to engage in the

truth of their lineage and her dismissive attitudes towards the horrors of the

Holocaust. The denial culminates in her mother’s attempt to downplay the

brutality, insisting that her father led only a labor camp—not an

extermination camp.

The narrative further examines Monika's struggles with her identity and

feelings of abandonment, particularly when she becomes a mother herself.

The adoption of her daughter, Jennifer, becomes a crucial point of reflection,

highlighting Monika's own upbringing in an orphanage run by nuns due to

her inability to care for her child while managing a tumultuous marriage. 

Despite sending a heartfelt letter to Ruth seeking reconnection, Monika is

met with silence, reminiscent of her own painful childhood experiences.

This unrequited longing for maternal connection drives her further into a

complex emotional landscape as she eventually reaches out to her mother by

phone.

They agree to meet in February, and Monika prepares by staying with her

adoptive parents, who helped raise her following her adoption. This

transition between past and present is poignant as she revisits the children’s
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home she attended, reflecting on the care she received and the emotional

distance she felt.

As she finally meets her mother again, the conversation is filled with

superficiality, echoing the unresolved issues of their past as Monika attempts

to shift the focus from her mother’s legacy to their own relationship. Her

interaction with her mother is fraught with tension, as Monika confronts

nuances of their shared history while grappling with her desire for a genuine

connection. 

Monika’s effort to forge a relationship with her mother brings them to

Irene’s grave, symbolizing an acknowledgment of their familial bonds while

underlining their painful history. This visit carries significance as Monika

expresses her willingness to respect her mother’s choices, but also highlights

her need for reassurance against the backdrop of previous abandonment.

The chapter concludes with an introspective look at Monika's perception of

her family legacy, the generational struggles faced by descendants of Nazis,

and her evolving relationship with her mother. Monika’s narrative serves as

a microcosm of the broader societal challenge of reconciling difficult

histories while seeking recognition and healing. Ultimately, Monika is left to

wonder if true peace can ever be achieved within a family marked by trauma

and silence.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting the Past for Healing

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your own life, remember that

confronting the painful truths of your past can lead to profound

healing. Just like Monika's quest for understanding and reconnecting

with her roots, you too can find solace and growth by acknowledging

the difficult experiences that shape who you are. Embracing your

history, even the uncomfortable parts, allows you to forge deeper

relationships and ultimately achieve a sense of peace that can break

the cycle of silence and denial. By courageously seeking answers and

reaching out for connection, you empower yourself to create a future

that honors your past while fostering your personal narrative.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 5. Grandchildren of the Victims:
My Friends in Israel

### Chapter 5 Summary: Grandchildren of the Victims: My Friends in Israel

After a long absence, the narrator, Jennifer Teege, returns to Israel,

experiencing a mix of nostalgia and introspection. The city of Tel Aviv has

changed significantly since her last visit, with familiar and new elements

coexisting side by side. She reflects on her youthful exuberance from over

twenty years ago when she first arrived to visit her friend Noa, unaware of

her family’s dark history intertwined with the Holocaust, as she is the

granddaughter of Amon Goeth, a notorious Nazi concentration camp

commandant.

Jennifer recounts her early friendship with Noa, whom she met in Paris

during a year spent studying and working. Their bond quickly formed over

shared experiences and emotions, particularly as they navigated their

creative pursuits and cultural differences. Noa introduced Jennifer to aspects

of Israeli culture, building her anticipation for visiting.

Upon arriving in Tel Aviv, Jennifer is struck by the vibrant and carefree

atmosphere, sharply contrasting her prior expectations shaped by history

lessons and media portrayals of conflict and trauma in Israel. She quickly
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grows to appreciate the lively city, marked by its artistic energy and diverse

population, even amidst the underlying tensions of regional conflict.

As she immerses herself in the Israeli lifestyle, including a visit to

Jerusalem, Jennifer grapples with the complex interplay between her

German heritage and the history of the Holocaust. The Old City captivates

her with its religious significance for Jews, Muslims, and Christians, yet she

is keenly aware of the ongoing struggles between these groups and the

historical weight they bear. Conversations with locals further reveal the

nuanced social dynamics within Israel, including the religious divide

between Orthodox and secular Jews.

Jennifer eventually explores work opportunities and faces challenges in

adjusting to life in Israel while trying to reconcile her identity as a German

in a land marked by collective remembrance of trauma. Throughout her

studies at Tel Aviv University, she engages with complex historical

narratives and begins to comprehend the depth of pain stemming from the

Holocaust and its lingering effects on subsequent generations.

The narrative includes her experiences working at the Goethe Institute,

where she interacts with Holocaust survivors. Despite harboring shame

regarding her background, she chooses to engage empathetically with these

individuals, developing a strong desire to understand their stories while

recognizing her own lineage.
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Teege's friendships deepen as she connects with Noa and another friend,

Anat, who encourage her growth. They introduce her to the concept of

collective living found in kibbutzim, where communities share

responsibilities and resources—reflecting ideals rooted in Zionism and

socialism. Amid her relationships, Jennifer also experiences romantic

entanglements which compel personal reflection, particularly her

relationship with Shimon, a boat captain that leads her to confront feelings

of longing and identity.

The chapter culminates with Jennifer grappling with her past, particularly

her family's history of complicity in horror, which surfaces unresolved

emotions and ultimately leads her to a place of introspection and personal

growth. An invitation from Noa prompts Jennifer to reconcile with her

identity in the context of their friendship.

Through vibrant descriptions of Tel Aviv’s culture, complex history, and

personal narratives, Jennifer Teege’s journey encapsulates the struggles and

resilience of a generation seeking to understand its roots while carving out

new paths in a multi-faceted world steeped in memory and conflict.

Aspect Summary

Title Grandchildren of the Victims: My Friends in Israel
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Aspect Summary

Narrator Jennifer Teege

Setting Tel Aviv, Israel

Personal
Reflection Mix of nostalgia and introspection on her return to Israel after years.

Friendship
with Noa

Met in Paris, their bond forms around shared experiences, unaware of
her family's history as granddaughter of Amon Goeth.

City's Vibe Contrasts her expectations of conflict with the vibrant, carefree
atmosphere of Tel Aviv.

Historical
Context

Struggles with her German heritage and its connection to the
Holocaust.

Experiences
in Jerusalem

Captivated by the Old City, aware of the religious tensions and
historical narratives.

Personal
Growth

Works at the Goethe Institute, interacts with Holocaust survivors,
navigating shame and empathy.

Collective
Living Introduced to kibbutzim, reflecting Zionism and socialism ideals.

Relationships Deepening friendships with Noa and Anat; romantic relationship with
Shimon prompts self-reflection.

Conclusion Final thoughts on reconciling her family’s past and her identity, spurred
by Noa's invitation.

Overall
Themes Understanding roots, collective memory, resilience amidst conflict.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 6. Flowers in Krakow

Chapter 6: Flowers in Krakow

In Chapter 6, the author reflects on the profound relationship between

identity and family, questioning whether family is something we inherit or

construct. After discovering her mother's past and the dark legacy of her

�g�r�a�n�d�f�a�t�h�e�r�,� �A�m�o�n� �G�o�e�t�h�,� �t�h�e� �c�o�m�m�a�n�d�a�n�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w� �c�o�n�c�e�n�t�r�a�t�i�o�n

camp, the author feels compelled to revisit Krakow—a city steeped in her

family's history.

Four years have passed since she first encountered her mother's story

through a book, exposing her to painful memories and feelings of identity

loss. This time, she arrives in Krakow to support her friend, Anat, during a

school trip for children from Israel, including Anat's son, Kai. Although

hesitant about discussing the Holocaust openly, the author resolves to share

her story with Kai’s class, recognizing the significance of confronting the

past.

As she arrives at the airport after the recent death of her adoptive father,

Gerhard, she grapples with the reality of death and its broader implications.

She recalls the slow decline of Gerhard, reflecting on his relationship with

the Holocaust and how it shaped their family dynamics. His illness revealed
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not only their shared experiences but also the generational trauma that

lingered from his upbringing in a family sympathetic to Nazi ideology.

The narrative transports readers through the itinerary of the Israeli students,

who have just come from emotionally charged visits to sites of former

ghettos and concentration camps. Through shared journaling, they've

expressed the weight of their heritage, confronting the emotional burdens of

familial history while simultaneously attempting to forge their own

identities. Anat is cautious about how her son will process the past, hoping

he won't succumb to hate but rather learn compassion.

�A�r�r�i�v�i�n�g� �a�t� �t�h�e� �f�o�r�m�e�r� �P�B�a�s�z�ó�w� �c�o�n�c�e�n�t�r�a�t�i�o�n� �c�a�m�p� �s�i�t�e�,� �t�h�e� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n� �b�u�i�l�d�s

as Anna prepares to speak about her family's complex legacy of victim and

perpetrator. Here, the author wishes to share her dual perspective as the

granddaughter of a Nazi commandant and as a friend to descendants of

victims, striving to remind the students of the humanity inherent in

everyone's story, regardless of their ancestry.

When she eventually addresses the students at the memorial, many of their

expectations shift as they learn her identity. The moment unveils a

whirlwind of emotions, generating poignant questions about trauma,

identity, and the connections between the past and present. The students

begin to comprehend that the legacy of the Holocaust affects not just

survivors and victims but also those who inherit the history of the
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perpetrators.

Closing the ceremony with a song and a ritual of laying flowers at the

memorial, the author finds solace in unfolding shared grief and solidarity

with the students. Through this poignant act, she steps forward to place the

roses at the memorial, highlighting the theme of hope encapsulated in the

national Israeli anthem, “Hatikvah.” The chapter ties together personal loss,

collective memory, and the ongoing struggle to understand and reconcile a

shared history.
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