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About the book

In "No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference," Greta Thunberg takes

readers on an impassioned journey into the heart of the global climate crisis

through a compelling series of speeches that have resonated around the

world. At just sixteen years old, Thunberg's unflinching honesty,

unwavering determination, and remarkable clarity challenge not only world

leaders but every individual to confront the overwhelming urgency of

climate change. Her candid insights and fearless advocacy exemplify the

idea that age, gender, or geographical boundaries cannot limit one’s ability

to drive significant change. Through her powerful words, Greta demands

readers reflect on their role in the fight for a sustainable future, proving that

indeed, no one is too small to make a difference. Prepare to be inspired and

�a�c�t�i�v�a�t�e�d� �b�y� �h�e�r� �c�a�l�l� �t�o� �a�c�t�i�o�n� �t�h�a�t� �t�r�a�n�s�c�e�n�d�s� �g�e�n�e�r�a�t�i�o�n�s�.� Ø<ß'(
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About the author

Greta Thunberg, born in Stockholm, Sweden, in 2003, is a globally

recognized climate activist whose unwavering commitment to environmental

issues captured international attention. She first emerged into the spotlight

when she began protesting outside the Swedish parliament in August 2018 at

just 15 years old, holding a sign that read "Skolstrejk för klimatet" (School

Strike for Climate). Her solitary stand sparked a global youth movement

demanding urgent action on climate change, known as "Fridays for Future."

Despite her young age, Greta has delivered passionate speeches at key

platforms such as the United Nations, challenging world leaders to translate

words into tangible actions. Her direct, unyielding voice has inspired

millions across the globe, urging for accountability and inspiring a new

generation to advocate for the planet's future. Greta has been recognized

with several prestigious accolades for her environmental advocacy, and she

continues to be a symbol of youthful persistence, emphasizing that no voice

is too small to spark significant change.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Our Lives are in Your Hands

In a powerful call to action, the chapter opens with climate scientist Johan

 Rockström's stark warning issued last summer: humanity has a three-year

window to reverse the growth in greenhouse gas emissions to meet the Paris

Agreement targets. With over a year elapsed since then, emissions continue

to rise, suggesting we have even less time to avert catastrophic climate

change. The narrative highlights a profound sense of urgency, arguing that if

people truly understood the slim 5% chance of achieving the Paris target and

the dire consequences of failing to limit global warming to below 2°C, there

would be no need for justifying a school strike outside the Swedish

parliament. The protagonist emphasizes that the gravity of the situation

would compel everyone to join the protest.

The chapter reveals Sweden's alarming carbon footprint, using resources of

4.2 planets annually, placing it among the world's top ten worst offenders.

This revelation is a wake-up call for present generations who are depleting

resources meant for the future. The plea is not politically motivated, nor is it

tied to party politics. It is a straightforward demand for immediate action, as

natural systems remain indifferent to political rhetoric, responding only to

tangible deeds.

The text confronts various stakeholders, from media outlets that underreport

climate issues to influencers and political entities that feign concern or
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actively dismiss climate advocacy. The protagonist faces personal attacks

and vitriol on social media, yet stands resilient, pointing fingers at those who

choose ignorance and inaction, more fearful of change than of climate

catastrophe.

The chapter challenges the notion that Sweden's small size negates the

significance of its actions, arguing that collective movement, even if sparked

by a small group, can capture global attention and inspire meaningful

change. Each individual and every emission is crucial; everything adds up in

the climate equation. It is an urgent appeal for society to treat the climate

crisis with the seriousness it demands, as the future of all upcoming

generations hangs precariously in the balance; their lives depend on the

choices made today.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 2 Summary: Almost Everything is Black and
White

The chapter presents a compelling and personal narrative about the urgent

 need for action against climate change, articulated through the eyes of a

young activist with Asperger's syndrome. The narrative begins with a

reflection on the author's childhood realization of climate change, or global

warming, as a man-made crisis. Despite the dire warnings about this

existential threat, societal responses have been shockingly inadequate and

inconsistent, leading to a deep sense of frustration and disbelief.

The author highlights the black-and-white perspective often held by those

with Asperger's syndrome, suggesting that this clarity may actually be a

more logical approach to understanding climate change. This perspective

underscores the absurdity of the world's current trajectory: if emissions must

stop to avert disaster, then logically, they should stop immediately. Yet,

governments and individuals continue to act as if the crisis isn’t real, with

emissions still on the rise and little meaningful action taking place.

Despite commitments like the Paris Agreement aiming to limit global

warming to below 2°C, and ideally 1.5°C, there remains an overwhelming

silence and inaction from political leaders and media. There's little

discussion about the current mass extinction, the rapid disappearance of

species, or the equity needed for effective global climate solutions. Richer
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nations should aim for zero emissions much sooner to allow poorer countries

to improve living standards sustainably. 

The author questions why these issues are not more prominent in public

discourse, considering the devastating consequences of inaction. The

apparent dissonance between scientific consensus and societal actions is

particularly striking, and the author sees the lack of urgency as a dire neglect

of responsibility to future generations.

In response to this pervasive inaction, the author undertakes a personal

campaign, beginning with a school strike outside the Swedish parliament.

The strike is not just about drawing attention but about challenging others to

think about the future beyond mere personal aspirations. The author argues

that the facts and solutions are already known and that the crisis has been

‘solved’ in theory—all that remains is the collective will to enact change.

This activism, while catalyzed by a few schoolchildren, reveals the potential

power of civil disobedience. It challenges everyone to consider how societal

rules and norms can no longer suffice when faced with a planetary

emergency. Therefore, the call to rebel is not about breaking laws for chaos,

but about reorganizing priorities to genuinely address the climate crisis.

Ultimately, the chapter is a powerful call to global action. It emphasizes that

meaningful change must happen now, challenging everyone to contribute to
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a collective rebellion against outdated systems for a sustainable future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The potential power of individual action and collective

civil disobedience

Critical Interpretation: This chapter inspires your life by illustrating

the profound power of individual effort and collective civil

disobedience to catalyze change. It empowers you to believe in the

impact of your actions, even as one person, by embracing the urgency

and clarity of the climate crisis. You learn how Greta Thunberg's

school strike outside the Swedish parliament became a symbol of

global activism, showing that no one is too small to make a difference.

This perspective challenges you to step outside of traditional norms,

urging you to help shift societal priorities towards genuinely

addressing the climate crisis—motivating you to recognize the moral

amplitude in rebelling, not as a form of chaos, but as a means to

provoke the realignment of societal values with environmental

sustainability. As you reflect, you see the critical necessity to act now,

understanding that meaningful change depends on the collective

willingness to confront outdated systems head-on while fostering hope

for future generations.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Unpopular

At the UN Climate Change Conference held in Katowice, Poland, on 15

 December 2018, a young Swedish activist, Greta Thunberg, delivered a

powerful message that has since resonated globally. At just fifteen, Greta

spoke on behalf of Climate Justice Now, emphasizing that no one is too

small to effect change. Her message stemmed from the idea that collective

action could yield significant global impact, contrasting sharply with the

prevalent focus on maintaining the status quo—rooted in eternal economic

growth—even if such ideas had led to continued environmental degradation.

Greta criticized world leaders for prioritizing popularity over truthfulness,

accusing them of perpetuating detrimental policies driven by fear of

unpopularity rather than addressing the climate crisis head-on. She argued

that this approach would ultimately sacrifice global civilization and the

biosphere for the benefit of a privileged few, leaving the majority to bear the

costs.

Imagining herself at seventy-five in the year 2078, she implored leaders to

consider the future they are shaping for their children. Despite claims of

loving their offspring, their inaction translated into the theft of future

generations' opportunities. Greta boldly challenged policymakers to focus on

necessary actions rather than limiting themselves to mere political

feasibility. The speech called for keeping fossil fuels in the ground and
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prioritizing equity to genuinely tackle the crisis.

Acknowledging that the existing system might be failing, she questioned

whether a systemic change was needed. Greta emphasized that her presence

was not to plead with indifferent leaders but to assert that change was

inevitable, driven by the people's power. Her message served as a stark

reminder that excuses were exhausted, and time was of the essence. Greta's

speech was a clarion call for urgent, transformative action against climate

change.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Collective Action Can Drive Significant Global Impact

Critical Interpretation: Imagine the world with you at the center of a

movement driven by the unwavering belief that even a single voice

can catalyze monumental change. Greta Thunberg's message at the

UN Climate Change Conference in Katowice, Poland, serves as a

rallying cry to step beyond complacency, urging you to recognize the

immense power of collective action. This chapter inspires you to

transcend the confines of perceived limitations and challenge the

obsolete paradigms of eternal economic growth that threaten our

planet's future. By taking a stand against the inertia of comfort and the

allure of populism, you align yourself with a burgeoning wave of

transformative movements. Each small action, each ripple of change

you contribute, can synchronize with others to form an unstoppable

tide that shapes a more sustainable world. Your participation is not just

a choice; it's a commitment to being part of a solution, proving that

together, our cumulative efforts hold the key to reshaping the destinies

of generations to come.
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Chapter 4: Prove Me Wrong

In a compelling speech at the World Economic Forum in Davos on January

 22, 2019, the speaker addressed the alarming global inaction in the face of

climate change. They began by challenging the notion that we are simply

"not doing enough" to tackle this crisis, arguing that, in reality, we are doing

very little if anything at all. While some individuals are exerting significant

effort towards climate action, they often lack the influence necessary to

effect meaningful change.

The speaker rejected the idea that the climate crisis is a collective fault,

describing this notion as a convenient falsehood that absolves specific

entities from responsibility. They emphasized that certain corporations and

decision-makers, fully aware of the immense ecological and social

repercussions, continue prioritizing economic gain over the planet’s health.

In a bold appeal, the speaker urged these powerful corporations and leaders

to engage in decisive and courageous climate actions. They called for these

entities to subordinate their financial objectives in favor of safeguarding the

future conditions of human life and the Earth. Doubtful of their willingness

to change, the speaker nonetheless challenged them to prove such skepticism

wrong, emphasizing the potential impact on future generations and the

planet's wellbeing.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The plea was for these decision-makers to align with the progressive step of

maintaining global temperature rise within 1.5°C, calling upon them to

pledge their commitment to this cause. The speech concluded with a

universal call to action, inviting leaders, businesses, governments, and

individuals worldwide to join in this urgent endeavor for the sake of

humanity and the planet.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Our House is On Fire

In "Our House is On Fire," a speech presented at the World Economic

 Forum in Davos on January 25, 2019, the urgency of the climate crisis is

powerfully conveyed. The speaker emphasizes a critical warning: humanity

is perilously close to a point of no return regarding climate change, with

only about twelve years left to avert catastrophic outcomes, according to the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Achieving this requires

unprecedented societal changes, including halving carbon dioxide emissions.

The speech critiques the existing global systems, noting that despite success

stories often shared at prestigious gatherings like Davos, the advancement

has come at a severe environmental cost. The failure to effectively address

climate change thus far is attributed to political movements and media

inadequacies in raising awareness. However, it is highlighted that humanity

has a slim window of opportunity to rectify these failures.

The speaker stresses the necessity of recognizing the stark, binary choices

facing civilization. We must either stop our greenhouse gas emissions to

prevent exceeding a 1.5°C rise in global temperatures or face dire

consequences. The argument challenges the notion that complexity

precludes action, insisting that the climate crisis necessitates clear and

decisive intervention.
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Furthermore, the speaker criticizes the reliance on political means alone to

foster change, questioning the lack of political will and urgent policies. The

centrality of financial concerns at such forums is contrasted against the

profound neglect of the climate crisis' impact. Highlighting the concept of a

"carbon budget," the speech calls for immediate awareness and action,

proposing that this budget becomes the core of economic planning.

The call to action transcends mere rhetoric, urging individuals and

institutions with significant carbon footprints and platforms to take moral

responsibility. Contradicting the traditional encouragement that youth are

owed hope, the speaker demands a sense of urgency, advocating for action

driven by rational fear and acknowledging the current environmental

emergency as if "our house is on fire."
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Limited Time Window for Action

Critical Interpretation: You are standing at a critical juncture where the

urgency to combat climate change is greater than ever. Imagine that

within the next twelve years, the choices you make can prevent the

catastrophic impacts of global warming. In this pivotal moment, the

concept of a 'carbon budget' should become as central to your

everyday decisions as household budgeting. When you acknowledge

the limited time window to halve carbon dioxide emissions, it can

transform your perspective on personal and collective responsibility.

Embrace this idea as your call to action. By integrating sustainability

into your decisions, you become a pioneer in the movement to avert

environmental disaster, embodying the spirit that no one is ever too

small to make a difference. Recognizing the immediate need for

change propels you to advocate for and engage in initiatives that

reflect the urgency as if your own house is on fire, because ultimately,

it is our planet's future that's at stake.
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Chapter 6 Summary: I’m Too Young to Do This

The chapter titled "I'm Too Young to Do This" from February 2019 provides

 a personal account of the events leading up to and following the inception

of the school strike for climate by Greta Thunberg, a young Swedish climate

activist. It addresses rumors and misconceptions about her motivations and

support system.

In May 2018, Greta Thunberg became one of the winners of a writing

competition organized by the Swedish newspaper Svenska Dagbladet, which

focused on environmental issues. This achievement brought her into contact

with Bo Thorén from Fossil Free Dalsland, who was gathering youths to

brainstorm new initiatives that could draw attention to the climate crisis.

Inspired by the activism of the Parkland students in the United States, Bo

suggested the idea of a school strike, which Greta took a keen interest in.

However, when she failed to garner support from her peers, who preferred a

march akin to the Zero Hour movement, Greta decided to proceed with the

school strike on her own.

Her parents did not initially support her school strike, warning her she would

need to undertake it independently. On August 20, 2018, Greta sat outside

the Swedish Parliament, distributing flyers detailing the severity of the

climate crisis and why she was striking. She posted about her strike on social

media, quickly gaining attention. Among the earliest visitors was Ingmar
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Rentzhog, a climate movement entrepreneur, who documented and shared

her strike online. Greta clarifies that contrary to popular belief, no

organization or individual is orchestrating her actions; she operates

independently and without financial compensation.

Greta's family has been influenced by her and her sister, Beata's, passion for

environmental issues, as chronicled in their family book, "Scenes From the

Heart." Profits from the book are donated to various charities devoted to

environmental, children’s, and animal rights causes. Greta emphasizes her

autonomy by asserting that she writes her own speeches, although she

occasionally consults scientists to ensure accuracy.

Despite receiving backlash, particularly concerning her Asperger's diagnosis,

Greta reframes it as an asset that enabled her to pursue an individualistic

path rather than conform to social norms. Her activism stems from a deep

frustration over the lack of action on climate change and a belief that

symbolic acts, such as sitting outside Parliament, can be as powerful as

louder forms of protest.

Critics accuse her of oversimplifying complex issues, but Greta insists that

the solution is indeed straightforward: halting greenhouse gas emissions. She

argues that the climate crisis is a binary issue concerning survival, and that

urgency akin to panic is necessary to address it effectively. Although some

dismiss her as merely a child, Greta views herself as a messenger for
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scientific consensus, highlighting the necessity for adults to heed expert

advice. Admitting that she is indeed young for such a role, Greta

underscores the compulsion felt by her and her fellow youth to act in the

face of adult inaction to secure their future.

The chapter closes with an invitation to learn more about her motivations

through her TED talk and a note of gratitude to those who support her

efforts.
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Chapter 7 Summary: You’re Acting Like Spoiled,
Irresponsible Children

In February 2019, Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg addressed the

 European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels, joined by fellow

activists Anuna, Adélaïde, Kyra, Gilles, Dries, Toon, and Luisa. Her speech

highlighted the urgency of climate action and the global movement of young

people striking for climate change awareness. Greta emphasized that while

people express hope that the youth will save the world, waiting is not an

option given the critical timelines to mitigate climate change. She stressed

that by 2020, a significant reduction of carbon emissions was required to

bend the emission curve downward.

Greta articulated her frustration with political leaders who often avoided

engaging directly with the climate issue, choosing instead to focus on

tangential matters such as school truancy related to climate strikes. She

insisted that politicians heed the warnings and recommendations of

scientists, adhere to the Paris Agreement, and follow the Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports. The youth, she argued, were

merely amplifying the voices of the scientific community, demanding unity

behind science rather than political manifestos.

The speech highlighted the flaws in the current political and economic

systems that prioritize competition over cooperation. Greta asserted the need
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for a paradigm shift towards sharing resources sustainably, respecting

planetary boundaries, focusing on equity, and protecting the biosphere.

Without such changes, humanity risks an unprecedented, irreversible chain

reaction within a decade, setting the stage for catastrophic climate impacts.

Greta's address also criticized the European Union's proposal to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions by 45% below 1990 levels by 2030, labeling it as

insufficient. She called for a reduction of at least 80% to align with the

carbon budget necessary to limit global warming to 2°C, emphasizing the

need for rapid and ambitious action.

Greta concluded by challenging adults to join the movement for change

rather than passively offering reassurances. She reminded them that the

young activists were not simply fighting for their futures but for the future of

all generations. By mobilizing and demanding action now, they are taking

responsibility for a crisis exacerbated by decades of political inaction.

Greta's message was clear: hope is earned through action, not complacency,

and time is of the essence.
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Chapter 8: A Strange World

In this eloquent call to action delivered at the Goldene Kamera Film and TV

 Awards in Berlin on March 30, 2019, the speaker addresses the paradoxes

and critical challenges of our current world, particularly focusing on climate

change. The dedication of the award to the defenders of the Hambach Forest

and to activists worldwide sets the stage for a broader discussion on

environmental activism. 

The speaker paints a picture of a "strange world" where the urgency of the

climate crisis—supported by scientific consensus warning of an irreversible

tipping point within eleven years—is met with alarming complacency. They

highlight the irony of children sacrificing their education to protest for their

future while those least responsible for the crisis bear its brunt. The speech

critiques political systems fixated on immediate costs over long-term

survival, alluding to the incongruity of substantial fossil fuel subsidies

amidst calls for climate action.

A key theme is the discrepancy between societal priorities, where trivial

matters overshadow the existential threat of climate change—a crisis

exacerbated by lifestyles that prioritize personal comfort over collective

responsibility. The role of influencers and celebrities is emphasized, urging

them to leverage their platforms to foster environmental awareness and

activism, given their considerable sway over public opinion.
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The speaker acknowledges the daunting nature of combating climate change,

describing it as seemingly impossible but necessary. They issue a clarion

call to those in the audience, especially influential figures, to inspire mass

movements and pressure leaders to act decisively. Despite the bleak

assessment, there remains a glimmer of hope, a belief that we have not yet

failed—and with collective effort, the crisis is still addressable.

Ultimately, the speaker underscores the urgency and responsibility of the

current generation to confront the environmental challenges head-on,

stressing that we stand at a historical crossroads with the power to shape our

future.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 9 Summary: Cathedral Thinking

In "Cathedral Thinking," Greta Thunberg addresses the European Parliament

 in Strasbourg on April 16, 2019, delivering a passionate plea for urgent

climate action. Greta, a 16-year-old climate activist from Sweden, begins by

calling for a sense of urgency akin to panic when one's house is on fire.

Despite critiques that panic is counterproductive, she argues it is necessary

when facing imminent collapse—in this case, the fragile state of our

civilization and the environmental crises looming over us.

Greta draws a metaphorical parallel between the fire at Notre-Dame

Cathedral and the state of our planet, expressing hope that our foundations

are stronger than those of the iconic building, yet fearing that they are not.

She warns of an impending environmental tipping point predicted around

2030 when a chain reaction could render human intervention futile unless

drastic changes, including a 50% reduction in CO2 emissions, are achieved

immediately. These predictions rely on yet-to-be-invented technologies and

do not account for additional factors like methane releases or existing hidden

warming.

Greta underscores the urgency with scientific consensus, citing unanimous

support for IPCC findings by global scientific bodies. She highlights the

threats accelerating ecological breakdown, such as species extinction,

deforestation, and ocean acidification, emphasizing that these catastrophes
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are largely unknown to the public because they have not been effectively

communicated by the right authorities.

Her speech criticizes current leadership for inaction, likening their behavior

to that of individuals oblivious to a house burning down. She contrasts the

political focus on issues like Brexit with the lack of emergency summits for

climate action, pointing out that superficial solutions and celebrations of

minimal environmental achievements are insufficient. The media too, she

argues, fails to prioritize climate breakdown in its coverage.

Greta calls for a paradigm shift wherein everyone assumes responsibility for

change, especially those with larger platforms and carbon footprints. She

points out a significant barrier: political reluctance to enact unpopular,

drastic measures, a reluctance stemming from public ignorance of the crises.

Thus, she urges politicians and the public to unite behind science,

integrating it into the core of political and democratic processes.

With the upcoming EU elections, Greta stresses the importance of voting

with future generations in mind, noting that children, who will be most

affected, lack the ability to vote themselves, a fact underscoring the school

strikes for climate awareness.

In her conclusion, she invokes the concept of "cathedral thinking"—a call

for long-term vision and action, requiring courage, determination, and the
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laying of strong foundations for a sustainable future, akin to the building of

monumental cathedrals whose construction spanned generations. Even as a

young voice, Greta commands attention, urging the leaders to heed scientific

evidence and the voices of youth advocating for a viable future, reminding

them that it is not too late to act but action must be decisive and immediate.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Together We are Making a
Difference

On April 23, 2019, at the Extinction Rebellion Rally held at London's

 Marble Arch, the urgency of collective action against the climate and

ecological crisis was passionately emphasized. The speaker, hailing from

Sweden, underscored that the apathy towards climate change is a global

issue, with political inaction common across countries despite lofty

promises. This crisis, encompassing the climate and ecology, represents an

existential threat that has been neglected for far too long, with those in

power evading responsibility.

The speaker highlighted the pivotal moment humanity faces—a crossroads

where critical decisions about our planet's future must be made. The rally

attendees, along with participants from across London and worldwide,

symbolize a growing movement committed to choosing a sustainable path

forward.

These individuals, part of Extinction Rebellion and the school climate

strikes, are shouldering the burden of instigating change in the absence of

sufficient action from leaders. They stand united, determined to effect

change and secure a livable planet for current and future generations.

With a resolute conclusion, the speaker affirmed the unstoppable resolve of
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this movement to fight for the planet and ensure a sustainable future for all

species.

Aspect Details

Event Date April 23, 2019

Event and Location Extinction Rebellion Rally at London's Marble Arch

Main Speaker Swedish speaker

Key Message Urgency for collective action against the climate and ecological
crisis

Global Issue
Highlighted Apathy towards climate change and political inaction

Existential Threat Climate and ecological crisis neglected by political leaders

Humanity's Moment A crossroads for critical decisions about the planet's future

Symbolic Movement Extinction Rebellion and school climate strikes participants

Movement's Aim To choose a sustainable path forward for current and future
generations

Participants' Role Instigating change due to lack of action from leaders

Conclusion Unstoppable resolve to fight for a sustainable future
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Chapter 11 Summary: Can You Hear Me?

In a powerful speech delivered at the Houses of Parliament in London on

 April 23, 2019, Greta Thunberg, a 16-year-old climate activist from

Sweden, passionately addressed the pressing issue of climate change on

behalf of future generations. Greta, known for her vocal and unyielding

stance on environmental matters, emphasized the urgency of immediate

action to avert a catastrophic future.

Greta expressed concern that many dismiss the voices of young people as

naïve or unimportant, despite the fact that they are echoing the conclusive

warnings of climate scientists. She challenged policymakers to prioritize

scientific evidence and take decisive action to secure a viable future for the

next generations. Highlighting the timeline of climate projections, Greta

warned of a probable point of no return by 2030 if substantial reductions in

carbon emissions aren't achieved, noting the need for technology that has yet

to be developed and acknowledging unpredictable factors that could

accelerate climate change.

Despite having traveled across Europe to spread this urgent message, Greta

lamented the lack of significant change in global behavior, pointing out the

continued rise in emissions. She scrutinized the UK specifically, criticizing

its misleading carbon accounting and ongoing support for fossil fuel

industries. Greta argued that merely reducing emissions is insufficient;
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instead, a full halt is necessary to keep global warming under control.

Greta criticized the complacency and reliance on the notion of 'lowering

emissions' rather than achieving net-zero emissions and moving towards

negative emissions. This, she claimed, perpetuates business-as-usual

practices. She pointed to the exploitation of fossil fuels and infrastructural

expansions as examples of detrimental policies not aligned with climate

objectives.

Addressing claims that solutions to the climate crisis are absent, Greta

conceded the complexity of the issue but stressed the need for unity in

scientifically backed solutions and the concept of 'cathedral

thinking'—building a future without knowing all the answers upfront. She

urged for immediate action, arguing that the window of opportunity is

closing rapidly and that humans must adapt swiftly to avert a crisis.

The speech underscored that this movement driven by youth is not for

accolades or admiration but to awaken adults to the realities of a potential

ecological disaster. Greta's message was clear: it is time for drastic and

concerted global efforts to safeguard not just dreams and hopes but also the

very existence of future generations. Her rhetorical question, "Is my

microphone on?" underscored her plea for genuine listening and

responsiveness from those in power.
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