
Pictures Of Hollis Woods PDF (Limited
Copy)

Hope Davis

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Pictures Of Hollis Woods Summary
Finding home through art and human connection.
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About the book

In "Pictures of Hollis Woods" by Patricia Reilly Giff, readers are transported

into the heart of a compelling coming-of-age story centered around a

twelve-year-old girl named Hollis Woods, who has spent her life navigating

the complexities of foster care and a restless search for belonging. With a

talent for painting her own memories, Hollis uses her art to capture the

fleeting moments of joy and sorrow in her past, revealing the deep-seated

desire for a family and a place to call home. As she takes refuge in a

charming but dilapidated house, the arrival of an eccentric elderly woman,

threading together their own pasts, ignites a powerful journey of

self-discovery, resilience, and the transformative power of love. This

poignant tale explores themes of solitude, creativity, and the courage it takes

to confront one's fears and embrace a brighter future, inviting readers to join

Hollis on her quest for connection and ultimately, her true self.
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About the author

Hope Davis is an acclaimed American author and actress known for her

compelling storytelling and nuanced character portrayals. Born in 1964, she

has built a diverse career in both film and literature, capturing the hearts of

audiences with her performances in movies such as 'About Schmidt' and

'The Daytrippers.' Davis's literary work often reflects her keen insights into

human relationships and the complexities of family dynamics, as

exemplified in her novel "Pictures of Hollis Woods." In this poignant tale,

she explores themes of belonging, loss, and the quest for a loving home,

showcasing her ability to weave rich narratives that resonate deeply with

readers. With a background in theater and a passion for creative expression,

Davis continues to leave a lasting impact in the world of literature and

entertainment.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In an evocative scene, Hollis Woods sits in a car, observing the rundown

 houses that pass by, each telling a story of neglect and wear. As she

contemplates her surroundings, several homes catch her attention,

particularly one belonging to Steven—a place that holds significant

memories for her. However, Steven is miles away in upstate New York, and

she often imagines him by her side, pondering her current situation.

The car eventually stops at a new destination, where a woman—whom

Hollis internally nicknames "mustard woman" due to her stained

clothing—tries to encourage her about this transition to a different foster

home. Despite the woman's attempts to connect and offer a fresh start, Hollis

remains withdrawn and unresponsive, reflecting a guarded demeanor shaped

by her tumultuous past in the foster care system. The woman refers to

Emmy, an agency worker, who believes that this new place could be

beneficial for Hollis as it offers a chance to explore her artistic talents.

As Hollis exits the car, she is met by Josie Cahill—a striking woman holding

a knife, which disconcerts Hollis at first. However, Josie's warm demeanor

quickly shines through as she introduces herself and her cat, Henry. Josie’s

playful banter and invitation to explore the backyard garden pique Hollis's

curiosity, revealing a vibrant world filled with unique wooden figures that

Josie has crafted.
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An engaging dialogue unfolds between them, where Josie shares her long

history at the house in a lighthearted tone while Hollis tentatively opens up

about her artistic side. Despite her inclination to run away from situations, a

part of Hollis is intrigued by Josie’s creativity and the sense of belonging

hinted at in their conversation. Josie offers to create a wooden figure of

Hollis, but the hesitation in Hollis's response underscores her internal

struggle with attachment, shaped by a history of instability.

As Hollis contemplates the idea of staying, she feels a sense of possibility,

fueled partly by Josie’s kindness and humor. Embracing this moment of

connection, she begins to drop her defenses, pondering the prospect of

making this newfound place feel like home—perhaps for the first time in a

long while.

Overall, this chapter highlights Hollis's complex emotional landscape,

juxtaposing her cautious optimism for a new beginning with the weight of

her past. Josie's nurturing nature offers a flicker of hope, potentially guiding

Hollis towards healing and self-discovery within the vibrant community that

lies ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing new beginnings can lead to healing and

self-discovery.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads, much like

Hollis Woods, where the future is uncertain, yet holds the promise of

renewal. The moment you choose to open yourself up to new

experiences and connections, despite past hurts, you invite the

possibility of transformation into your life. Just as Hollis discovers

warmth and creativity through her interactions with Josie, you too can

find inspiration and belonging in unexpected places. By letting go of

defensive walls and allowing kindness and support from others to

guide you, you can embark on a journey toward self-discovery, where

each step taken may reshape your narrative into one of hope and

resilience.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In the previous weeks, Hollis had taken refuge in the warm, colorful home of

 Josie Cahill, where she had immersed herself in various activities, including

cleaning up a grove of trees. It was a satisfying task that left her hands

blistered but fulfilled. The wood they collected was intended for whittling

and, as Josie mentioned, for cozy fires during the coming cold months.

Hollis reflected on her uncertain future with Josie, both of them wondering if

she would still be there when the winter arrived.

Each morning, Hollis embraced the charm of Josie's home, particularly her

kitchen, with its bright yellow walls and whimsical decorations, such as a

painted pelican and eccentric pillows. Hollis found comfort in meals at the

table overflowing with creative touches and saw herself sketching the lively

scenes around her, including Josie working on her wood projects. Despite

the odd circumstances of her living situation, the creativity and warmth of

Josie's home provided a stark contrast to Hollis's previous life.

One morning, Josie excitedly announced their plan for the day: a drive in her

vintage Buick, affectionately dubbed the "Silver Bullet." Hollis, eager for

the adventure but a bit apprehensive about Josie's reckless driving style,

buckled up. Josie's cheerful chatter filled the car as they drove, and Hollis

felt the weight of her mundane school life lift off her shoulders.
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As they ventured through the town and arrived at the astonishing sight of the

Atlantic Ocean, Hollis felt a deep sense of longing for her own Delaware

River—a yearning for the familiar yet a growing appreciation for the

vastness of the ocean. Josie expressed her love for the sea, and Hollis

listened intently, realizing that they shared a connection to water, yet

remained fundamentally distinct in their experiences as "salt-water" versus

"freshwater" people.

Inspired by the picturesque scenery, they explored the jetty, navigating the

rocky terrain together. Josie encouraged Hollis to embrace the moment,

reminding her to breathe in the bracing sea air. As she knelt to observe the

small fish darting through the pools between the rocks, Hollis felt a wave of

emotion washing over her, thinking of her past and the people in her life,

like Steven and the Old Man.

In a vulnerable moment, Hollis suggested to Josie that she might stay longer

than initially planned, a revelation that made Josie beam with happiness.

Josie's encouragement regarding her artistic endeavors signaled a nurturing

connection between them, offering Hollis a newfound sense of belonging

and purpose. In that instant, as they stood together overlooking the ocean,

the bond between Hollis and Josie strengthened, setting the stage for her to

explore new opportunities in the warmth of a welcoming home.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of embracing new opportunities and

connections

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, Hollis discovers the

transformative power of opening her heart to new experiences and

relationships, as exemplified by her evolving bond with Josie.

Embracing such relationships can lead to personal growth, allowing

you to find a sense of belonging even in unfamiliar surroundings. Like

Hollis, when you take the leap to connect with others and explore new

opportunities, you may uncover hidden talents and passions, enriching

your life and guiding you toward a brighter future.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 3 Summary: 

In this chapter, the story centers around the evening routine of Hollis, her

 guardian Josie, and their friend Henry, characterized by simple pleasures

like eating soup from cans and sharing donuts. The setting is their humble

kitchen, illuminated by a stained-glass lamp that casts colorful reflections. A

whimsical drawing of Henry, depicted with boxing gloves, adorns the wall,

highlighting a sense of family and comfort amidst their modest lifestyle. 

As they indulge in tomato soup with sweet treats, Hollis expresses concern

about their spending habits when they return home with a cartload of food,

including a gallon of cherry vanilla ice cream and Snickers bars. Josie, a

woman with moments of forgetfulness who speaks in poetic fragments,

remains unfazed, suggesting a carefree spirit despite their financial struggles.

The chapter reveals that Hollis has made her own secret arrangement,

holding onto "running money" that she uses to escape when necessary.

Josie’s forgetfulness hints at deeper issues, showing that their relationship is

built on mutual support amid her condition. One night, Josie whimsically

suggests they go to the movies, a plan which piques Hollis’s curiosity but

raises immediate questions about their finances.

Josie's tenderness toward Hollis is evident when she places a hat on her,
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transforming her appearance and illuminating the girl's self-image. This

moment suggests the warmth of their bond and perhaps Josie's desire for

Hollis to embrace her beauty and potential. Josie's reassurance that Hollis's

beauty will last forever deepens their emotional connection, even as they

face uncertainty about their future.

On their way to the Island Theater, the pair encounters the misty rain, a

metaphorical backdrop that matches their complicated feelings. A brief

interaction with Beatrice, Josie's cousin, reveals a playful relationship and

further cements Josie's role as a whimsical caregiver. After tiptoeing into the

theater without paying, they enjoy the film, a heartwarming tale that stirs

Hollis's reflections on family and belonging, contrasting sharply with her

reality. 

As they walk home, Josie's excitement about decorating for Christmas

enchants Hollis, who grapples with feelings of belonging and solitude. The

chapter closes with Hollis cherishing the warmth of sharing simple joys with

Josie, using delightful memories of their evenings together to counter her

yearning for a conventional family. This poignant moment illustrates the

complexities of their lives, highlighting themes of love, loyalty, and the

search for connection in an imperfect world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Simple Joys in Relationships

Critical Interpretation: In the comfort of a humble kitchen, Hollis

discovers that life’s most profound connections can often be found in

the simplest of pleasures, like sharing soup and donuts with loved

ones. This chapter teaches us that amidst financial struggles and

uncertainties, it is vital to cherish the moments spent with family and

friends—these instances of joy are what truly sustain us. As you

reflect on your own life, remember that the warmth of companionship

and the laughter shared over ordinary meals can create deeper bonds,

reminding us to focus on what truly matters, enriching our lives with

love and resilience.
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Chapter 4: 

In this chapter, we witness a warm and lively gathering at Josie's home

 centered around the arrival of Beatrice, Josie's cousin, who brings dinner

and a sense of excitement. Josie and Hollis, the protagonist, are engaged in

their own creative activities when Josie announces that Beatrice is coming.

This sets the scene for a familial and nurturing atmosphere, where Beatrice's

annual visit on Mondays is a cherished occasion.

Beatrice enters with bags of Chinese food, revealing the familiar and

comforting culinary tradition they share. As the dinner unfolds, Hollis, who

has been drawing a boat as a way to express herself and perhaps escape her

complicated past, shares her artwork with Beatrice. The draw of food soon

gives way to art appreciation as Beatrice looks over Hollis's sketches and

marvels at her talent, which she finds surprising due to her extensive

experience as an art teacher.

The conversation flows effortlessly as Beatrice praises Hollis's artwork, and

we see a deep connection forming between them. Beatrice’s comments spark

a poignant emotional response in Hollis, highlighting her struggle with

self-worth and her yearning for acceptance. As Beatrice comments on the

nature of art and how it reflects one's vision of the world, she encourages

Hollis to embrace her unique perspective. There’s a profound exchange

about the purpose of drawing, revealing the philosophical depths behind

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


their passions. Hollis grapples with understanding the essence of her art, and

with Beatrice’s guidance, starts to see that her drawings are a reflection of

her own inner world.

Beatrice then shares her dreams of traveling to the Southwest to capture new

landscapes through her art, implying a sense of adventure and possibility for

both herself and Hollis. The chapter concludes with a touching affirmation

of Hollis's talent—a recognition that reinforces her identity and potential as

an artist. As Beatrice looks forward to sharing more experiences, she assures

Hollis that her artistic voice is a valuable gift, encouraging her to explore

and express it fully.

This chapter highlights themes of family, creativity, and the journey of

self-discovery, showcasing how relationships can nurture our abilities and

shape our future. As Hollis reflects on the importance of art in her life, we

recognize the potential for transformation that lies within her creative

expression.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In this chapter, the narrative unfolds with a warm, domestic setting as the

 protagonist enjoys a late breakfast with Josie. Their late-night activity of

watching an old movie has infused a sense of whimsy into the morning.

Josie engages in crafting a wooden figure, taking her time to shape it

thoughtfully, choosing to carve the face last, suggesting a deepening

connection as they grow closer.

As they share playful banter over breakfast, the mention of "over the river

and through the woods" evokes a sense of nostalgia and a journey to

Grandmother's house — a familiar motif associated with comfort and home.

This morning, however, brings an unexpected visitor. The "mustard

woman," a character symbolizing authority and perhaps disapproval, arrives

to check on the protagonist’s school attendance. The protagonist feels guilty

for skipping school, drawn to the lingering chill of the autumn air and the

ocean’s allure.

In a spontaneous moment, they decide to escape the impending

confrontation by heading to the nearby pier rather than face the mustard

woman. The journey to the ocean is marked by their playful stealth and

shivering excitement, illustrating their shared bond. Once at the pier, the

intimate connection with nature and each other continues as they engage

with their surroundings—collecting seashells and sea grass that will
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contribute to Josie's wood figure.

However, their moment of freedom is interrupted when the mustard woman

finds them, pressing the protagonist to return to school. In an instinctive bid

to protect Josie and their secretive quest for creativity and companionship,

the protagonist resorts to deception, claiming there’s a teachers' conference.

This moment reveals a tension between authority and the desire for

autonomy. 

As they drive away, leaving Josie behind, the protagonist reflects on the

importance of school and the sacrifices made for friendships. The chapter

concludes with a poignant recognition that to maintain their bond with Josie,

attending school may now be a necessity. In this way, the themes of

friendship, the challenges of growing up, and the balance between rebellion

and responsibility emerge, setting the stage for future developments in their

intertwined journeys.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of balancing freedom and responsibility in

relationships

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the edge of a pier, the

salty breeze tousling your hair, knowing that every adventure you

share with your closest friend carries both the thrill of freedom and the

weight of responsibility. In this moment, you're reminded that

friendships often require sacrifices; the easy choice is to escape from

challenges, like the protagonist did when faced with authority, but true

growth comes from recognizing that to maintain those cherished

connections, you might need to embrace responsibilities, like

attending school. This chapter inspires you to navigate the complex

dance between independence and obligation, showing that maintaining

bonds with those you care about can sometimes mean making difficult

choices, ultimately shaping your journey into adulthood.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In this chapter, we find ourselves in a moment filled with domesticity and

 impending change. The protagonist, reflecting on the warmth of home,

describes Josie sitting at the kitchen table, focused on a wooden headpiece

resembling a burl, decorated with dried sea grass. While Josie immerses

herself in her work, the narrator prepares a special dinner called "special

deluxe," a recipe learned from Izzy that combines chopped meat, ketchup,

Worcestershire sauce, and cheese, served over hot rolls. The meal is intended

to be a comforting send-off for Beatrice, who is leaving the next day for

New Mexico to paint. Her departure carries a weight of uncertainty, as she

plans to leave the movie project in limbo until her return.

As the narrator deals with chest pains and anxieties about school and

friendships, thoughts drift toward the enigmatic "mustard woman," a figure

that could threaten their fragile equilibrium. There’s a sense of urgency to

protect Josie, who is depicted as both forgetful and insightful, recalling a

time when she mentioned old papers in the attic belonging to her father. The

narrator’s journey to retrieve these papers underscores a deep desire to

ensure Josie feels valued and cared for, reflecting the themes of memory and

connection.

When Beatrice arrives, her vibrant appearance contrasts the slow, fading

light of December, adding a bittersweet note to the dinner. As the three share
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the meal—the pound cake laid out with care—an undercurrent of tension

arises over Josie's vulnerability and the narrator's protective instincts.

Beatrice’s whispered charge to take care of Josie emphasizes the fragility of

their current situation.

As Beatrice prepares to leave, she provides her phone number, an anchor for

the narrator who is determined to look after Josie during her absence. The

chapter closes with a resolve to remember this number, highlighting the

narrator’s wish to maintain their bond while also facing the uncertainty that

looms ahead. With these snapshots of domestic life intertwined with themes

of loyalty, purpose, and the fear of change, the chapter encapsulates a

poignant moment of transition within their lives.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of connection and protection in the face of

change

Critical Interpretation: This chapter reminds us that in times of

uncertainty and transition, the relationships we cherish become our

anchors. Just as the narrator prepares a comforting meal and vows to

protect Josie, we too can find inspiration in nurturing our connections

with loved ones. By valuing those bonds and being there to support

one another, we can navigate life's changes with a greater sense of

security and purpose. Embracing the fragility of our relationships

encourages us to act with intention and compassion, transforming

moments of fear into opportunities for growth and deeper connection.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

On a gray Tuesday morning, the narrator awoke, contemplating the

 homework they had neglected the night before while falling asleep on the

couch beside their brother, Henry, and watching their friend Josie work at

the kitchen table. With a looming math assignment and a social studies

composition on Henry Hudson, the narrator felt a sense of anxiety but also

an urge to escape the responsibilities of school. As winter approached, they

felt nostalgic about spending Christmas in Hancock with their family,

contrasting it with their current situation.

Determined to take a break, the narrator donned a jacket and ventured out

with Henry, who was aloof as usual. They headed toward the jetty,

appreciating the fog and the quietness of the morning. At the pier, they

encountered a local fisherman from the DanBar-J, who casually offered them

a job. This spontaneous opportunity ignited their imagination as they

considered the small pleasures such money could buy—cat food for Henry

and ravioli for themselves.

After a day spent working on the dock and enjoying the tranquility of their

environment, the narrator returned home, momentarily forgetting about

homework and worries. However, as they entered the house, they sensed a

shift—the unmistakable sound of voices in the living room interrupted their

daydream. Hesitating, they recognized the familiar presence of the “mustard
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woman,” a social worker nicknamed for her constant choice of yellow attire,

sitting with Josie.

The atmosphere was charged as the mustard woman revealed the primary

reason for her visit: to discuss the potential for the narrator to join a new

family. Josie’s hopeful demeanor faded as the mustard woman outlined a

plan for the narrator to meet a family with a young boy and a dog. The

mention of a family sparked mixed emotions, and the narrator's reaction was

rooted in a wish to remain with Josie, who had become their anchor in an

otherwise tumultuous life.

As the conversation continued, the mustard woman expressed the need to

transition the narrator into a new home but assured them that the process

would take a few days, allowing for some time to say goodbye. In that

moment, the narrator’s feelings of longing for stability collided with the

reality of change, leading to a moment of defiance as they pointed out a

small detail about the mustard woman’s shirt—an act of rebellion against the

impending separation. This interaction left a lingering, tense atmosphere as

the narrator grappled with their uncertain future and the connections they

cherished.

Aspect Summary

Date/Setting Gray Tuesday morning; narrator's home and jetty

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Aspect Summary

Narrator's
Situation

Wakes up anxious about missed homework; nostalgic about past
Christmas with family

Actions
Taken

Decides to escape responsibilities and goes out with brother Henry to
the jetty

Job Offer Encounter a fisherman who offers them a job, igniting thoughts of small
pleasures

Return Home After a fulfilling day, they return home only to be confronted by an
unexpected event

Mustard
Woman

A social worker visits to discuss the narrator potentially joining a new
family

Emotional
Conflict

Narrator feels conflicted about leaving Josie, their anchor, for a new
family

Final
Interaction

Narrator rebels subtly against the mustard woman's authority, feeling
uncertainty about the future
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Chapter 8: 

In the following afternoons, the mustard woman, a persistent and spirited

 character, called Hollis to engage in what she called "chitchat," though she

dominated the conversation. Their dialogues revealed a stark contrast

between her trivial questions and the heavy truths Hollis was grappling with:

his school had burned down, his peculiar lunch choices included horse meat,

and Mrs. Cahill, a caretaker figure in his life, had begun to forget things due

to her old age.

As they spoke, Hollis reflected on his memories with Josie, another key

figure in his life, who was at risk of forgetting basic daily routines. He

became increasingly aware that Josie's well-being was dependent on him,

and the thought filled him with anxiety and sadness. Their talks gradually

shifted toward the mustard woman's plan for him to meet a girl named

Eleanor. This plan included potential changes in school, and the suggestion

of visiting Mrs. Cahill often stirred conflicting emotions within him.

Outside, the dreary weather mirrored Hollis’s internal turmoil. The sleet and

wind blurred his surroundings and amplified his feelings of isolation. He

longed for connection, trying to reach out to Beatrice, only to remember she

was away. He was caught in a dilemma: he couldn't abandon Josie, but

staying meant sacrificing his own happiness.
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Amidst this internal conflict, memories from his childhood surfaced. He

recalled a sweltering summer day when he attempted to care for a doll he felt

compelled to protect. That moment resonated with his current plight—he

needed to "save" Josie. This thought combined with a nostalgic longing for

winter—the beauty of snow in Hancock and cherished memories at the

summer house in Branches—solidified his resolve to take action.

Determined to ensure Josie's safety and happiness, Hollis approached her as

she napped on the lilac couch. He proposed an adventure, suggesting they

take the "Silver Bullet," their car. Josie’s eyes lit up at the thought of a

journey, her innocence and enthusiasm driving him forward. Although he

was anxious about the logistics of the trip—food, warm clothes, gas—he

also felt a sense of urgency. With the mustard woman planning to come for

him the next day, time was of the essence. They needed to leave before any

plans could unfold around them, setting the stage for a pivotal escape.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

In this chapter, the protagonist is preparing for a significant and secretive

 journey away from Long Island to a house in Branches. Despite the lack of

money and uncertainty about the route, determination drives them. The

protagonist methodically lists items to bring, including food, clothes, and a

map, signifying the seriousness of their escape. Josie, a character who seems

to share a close relationship with the protagonist, is in the kitchen making

cocoa. Their dialogue reflects a comforting familiarity, although a sense of

urgency looms due to the approaching darkness and snowfall.

As they pack, the protagonist recounts their familiarity with the route to

Branches, envisioning the last miles leading to the house that feels like

home. The need to leave quickly becomes evident as the fear of being

discovered by a character referred to as the "mustard woman" looms. This

woman represents a past that the protagonist desperately wants to escape,

hinting at a controlling or neglectful presence in their life.

Once packed, they decide it’s time to leave, igniting a sense of adventure

despite the underlying tension. Josie's commitment to the journey is clear

when she agrees to drive, showing her support. The pair leaves their home

while admiring the snowy landscape, which transforms the familiar world

into an almost magical setting.
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As they drive, thoughts of the journey ahead and the gas station they must

stop at lead to contemplations about the consequences of their actions. The

protagonist's mind races with worries about the mustard woman and the

potential fallout from their decision. The protagonist recalls a previous

escape from someone they refer to as "the stucco woman," hinting at a

painful and tumultuous past and a character who seems to have a negative

influence.

Reflecting on their last experience fleeing, the protagonist realizes they have

to summon courage and hope for better luck this time. The chapter

intertwines themes of survival, the yearning for freedom, and the burdens of

the past, ultimately setting the stage for a risky journey to reclaim a sense of

belonging and safety.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

As the night deepened, the protagonists were nearing their destination,

 Branches. The dim light of a grocery store sign marked their arrival, and

Josie, filled with excitement at the nearing end of their journey, eventually

succumbed to sleep, her head resting against the steering wheel. Meanwhile,

Henry, the cat, found comfort in her lap, twitching his whiskers in slumber. 

Realizing that they had made it, the narrator stepped out of the vehicle,

taking in the silhouette of familiar sights—the Old Man's mountain in the

distance, the grocery store ahead, and the river that flowed beneath the

bridge they approached. Memories of Beatrice flashed through his mind;

imagining her calling home every Sunday brought a pang of guilt. He felt

the weight of decisions yet to be made—what if he reached out to her again?

Would she abandon her dreams to return? 

Prompting Josie to wake and continue driving the last stretch, the narrator

kept her engaged with descriptions of the impending sights, humorously

noting that Henry, being a cat, was not equipped for a river swim.

Eventually, they crossed the bridge, and the house awaited them, a mixture

of anticipation and apprehension swelling within him. 

Visions of winter flashbacks enveloped him, recalling the last time he had

left this place—a traumatic moment in which he’d forgotten his treasured
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drawing box, filled with vivid colors. As they approached, he encouraged

Josie to embrace her surroundings, but her worry lingered, questioning their

right to be there. Despite his own fears—the haunting thoughts of being

discovered by the Old Man—he reassured her.

Outside, the snow created a blanket of white, and as they trudged through it,

Josie marveled at the brilliant stars above, imagining Beatrice would have

adored the view. With some mischief, the narrator kicked a window open,

leading them inside. The familiar kitchen slowly came alive as the heating

system hummed, and Josie began to settle on an old couch while he prepared

a fire, reflecting on how this place had felt like home.

Seated on the sofa, Josie’s shivering broke the narrator’s focus, and he found

an old towel to dry her cold feet. As she drifted off again, he continued with

preparations and even raided the cold space for firewood. As the flames

danced, the warmth enveloped them, and brief flashes of summer memories

filled his mind—the splendor of catching huge trout and summertime

adventures.

After finishing his chores, nostalgia caught him as he made his way to the

small green room, where he found the drawing box—a testament to his past.

The familiar colors pulled at his heartstrings; it symbolized lost dreams and

untapped potential. Memories rushed back—the hours spent drawing and

creating, interrupted by the thought of Josie.
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The task list was daunting; he had to return to the car to retrieve their bags.

Despite the frigid air, Henry seemed unaffected, dancing among the

snowflakes as they made their way outside. The old truck caught his

attention—a ghost of summers past. The thought of the terrible accident

loomed ominously, but he forced himself to focus on the present, reminding

himself that he could handle it.

Determined, he climbed into the Silver Bullet, hoping for just enough gas to

make it to the shed. With a deep breath, he shifted into gear, carefully

guiding the car into place, mirroring the lessons imparted by Steven. As he

finally secured the vehicle inside, a moment of relief washed over him; all

he desired now was rest in the gentle comfort of the green room that had

once been his sanctuary. 

In this blend of nostalgia and hopeful new beginnings, there lingered an

unspoken promise to make this winter a time for healing and growth, despite

the uncertainties that lay ahead.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In the quiet solitude of an afternoon, the narrator explores the house slowly,

 absorbing every detail while deliberately avoiding the bedroom of Izzy and

the Old Man, respecting their privacy. The guest room captivates them with

a collage of photographs that echo the past—young Izzy in a bathing suit, a

spirited Old Man in action, and several playful shots of Steven, showcasing

their vibrant lives. Among these memories, the narrator finds their own

picture—a moment captured of sharpening a pencil, feeling a nostalgic sense

of belonging.

This exploration is interrupted by the lively call of Josie, who excitedly

emerges in oversized wading boots, twirling and playing in the snow.

Despite the cold, her joy is infectious, prompting the narrator to join her

outside, singing together as they frolic in the wintry landscape. However, the

carefree moment is tinged with a sense of unease when Josie questions their

whereabouts and the fate of Beatrice, prompting a return to the warmth of

the house. Once inside, they curl up by the fireplace, surrounded by the

warmth of home.

The next morning brings the sun and a hint of spring in the air as the narrator

wakes to find traces of life outside. They prepare breakfast, reflecting on the

remnants of someone else's treasures—the food supplies left by Izzy—and

the bittersweet thoughts of paying it back someday. An inner dialogue with
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Steven's voice lightens the mood, leading the narrator to contemplate the

lightness of being at home.

Josie's playful curiosity leads to deeper conversations about Beatrice and a

longing for belonging, underscored by her whimsical fantasies of pathways

across the ocean. As they share breakfast, Josie draws on a block of wood,

imbuing the moment with warmth and creativity despite the cold outside.

Determined to embrace the life they’ve been given, the narrator ventures out,

bundled against the biting cold to gather sandpaper for Josie. Discovering

holly with bright red berries, they bring it inside to decorate, their mind

racing towards thoughts of Christmas celebrations in a way reminiscent of

Laura Ingalls Wilder's cherished stories.

As they sit by the window filling their surroundings with warmth and

holiday spirit, thoughts of fishing in the winter surface. The allure of the Old

Man’s advice about fishing becomes irresistible. Preparing for the adventure,

the narrator layers up with Steven's old sweater and ventures outside, fishing

pole in hand. 

However, while fishing along the riverbank, a movement among the trees

catches their attention—a figure appears, raising immediate alarms. In a

moment of panic, the narrator drops the pole and quickly retreats to the

safety of the house, locking the door behind them. While Josie steps outside
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for fresh air, the narrator remains alert, scanning for further signs of life

beyond their sanctuary, their heart racing but reassured by the thought that

they are safe—at least for now. 

The day is filled with both wonder and anxiety, juxtaposing a child's playful

spirit against the shadows of lurking dangers, ultimately leaving the narrator

to contemplate their newfound home amidst uncertainty and the warmth of

companionship.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 12: 

In this chapter, the narrator awakens on a snowy morning, greeted by a

 fierce winter storm that blurs the landscape outside. The wind's roar and the

falling snow evoke feelings of isolation, prompting the narrator to reflect on

their distance from friends, specifically the Old Man, Steven, and Izzy. This

sense of separation amplifies their loneliness, as they contemplate what these

loved ones might be doing during the storm.

As the narrator begins to prepare cocoa, thoughts drift to their creative

pursuits. They reflect on their recent artwork, showcasing local wildlife and

a portrayal of Josie, who walks daily through the snow. The impending

change of season brings anxiety about their future departure in spring and

the legacy of their drawings, which they wish to keep close.

Josie soon joins the narrator and expresses a nostalgic connection to the

ocean and the snowy weather. The conversation turns to the joys of

Christmas traditions, with Josie reminiscing about baking cookies with her

friend Beatrice. Together, they devise plans for a festive celebration using

natural decorations from outside.

While searching for a radio to play holiday music, the narrator uncovers one

hidden away, which Josie eagerly sets to a Christmas station. The music fills

the room, creating a warm atmosphere that contrasts with the harsh winter
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outside. The narrator focuses on drawing Josie while she listens to the

music, taking in her melancholic expression as she gazes out at the snowfall.

This moment captures the essence of their shared experience, blending the

joy of the season with undertones of longing and the complexities of their

situation.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

As the afternoon snow finally subsided, the narrator felt a sense of

 satisfaction after completing a drawing of Beatrice and Josie happily

sharing popcorn. Sneaking the artwork into his room to keep it from Josie,

he donned as many layers as possible, including Izzy's boots, and ventured

outside. The frigid air took him by surprise as he trudged through deep, soft

snow, feeling the stillness envelop him. With the landscape transformed,

even the river lay frozen beneath a thin layer of ice.

Realizing that most greenery lay beneath the snow, he opted to saw off

branches from the trees instead of picking them up. As he worked, memories

surfaced of the Old Man's teachings about using nature for shelter, a

comforting thought that made him long for connection—even as it sparked a

shiver of solitude. He reminded himself of Josie, feeling love and

determination to create a warm Christmas for them both.

From inside the house, festive music added to the atmosphere as Josie began

lighting lamps, turning their home into a scene from a Christmas card. He

playfully threw snow at her and Henry before heading to the shed where he

found Steven's snow-encrusted sweater, a relic of his time spent there. After

dedicating his remaining daylight to selecting branches while preserving the

trees' shapes, he returned home, feeling the warmth of their growing festive

spirit.
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Inside, Josie excitedly revealed her surprise: they would have apple

pancakes for dinner, a delightful change accompanied by cold milk, which

excited the narrator in anticipation of a Christmas Eve feast. As Josie

prepared, she shared memories of Beatrice and the enchanting decorations

they would use, heightening the sense of nostalgia. However, the narrator

soon found himself drifting off, consumed by warmth and sleepiness.

The next morning greeted him with blinding sunlight reflecting off the

freshly fallen snow. As he observed the shed, he felt a sense of unease

towards the memory of spending Christmas in the Old Man's house,

conflicted by the warmth of the moment and the shadows of his thoughts. In

a burst of excitement, he dressed quickly, craving the taste of eggs to create

something delicious.

Josie soon joined him, bundled against the cold. They hurried through

breakfast before the narrator ventured outside to shake off snow from the

branches they had gathered. As they decorated the mantelpiece with

ornaments, Josie's nostalgic recounting of each piece revealed the history

intertwined with her memories of Christmases past. Together, they created a

cozy atmosphere, wishing for joy amidst their makeshift holiday.

Their cheerful decorations were briefly interrupted by a group of deer

wandering closer, only to be spooked moments later. The sudden
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disturbance stirred apprehension in the narrator, prompting him to recall the

night on the mountain and the sight of a flash of green—Steven's

sweater—earlier forgotten in the snow. Awareness dawned; he pondered

whether Josie had picked it up and feared the implications of what it meant

if the fisherman, a lingering shadow from their past, connected the threads of

their lives. Yet, despite this anxiety, the fragile beauty of their Christmas

spirit continued to weave through the day.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In this heartfelt chapter, Josie and the narrator find themselves enveloped in

 the warmth of a beautifully decorated room that exudes the spirit of

Christmas. As they bask in the glow of candles and twinkling ornaments,

Josie reflects on the special bond she shares with her cousin Beatrice,

evoking nostalgia about their childhood memories spent together,

particularly fishing off the jetties. This moment reminds the narrator of the

uncertainty surrounding their future, leading to a poignant moment as she

reassures Josie that Beatrice will return someday.

As a thoughtful gesture, the narrator presents a drawing she created of Josie

and Beatrice, sparking joy within Josie. Their connection deepens as Josie

reveals a special tin of hard candies from Izzy, a character whose kindness is

recalled through shared memories of affection and warmth. The

reminiscence of Izzy adds a layer of bittersweet nostalgia, as it reflects on

the love and care that once filled their lives.

Josie's gift, a delicate figure that resembles the narrator, symbolizes their

evolving relationship. The figure's sad eyes mirror the struggles they both

face, prompting a rich emotional exchange. Josie’s admiration for the

narrator’s strength contrasts with the narrator's self-doubt, reinforcing a

poignant theme of self-worth and recognition.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


As they settle in, the narrator's thoughts drift to Steven, hinting at a deeper

personal loss that lies just beneath the surface. She recalls a cherished

photograph of a carefree day spent with him on the river, illustrating a time

when happiness felt tangible and unburdened. The memory serves as a

reminder of fleeting joy in contrast to the challenges they both endure.

Feeling an overwhelming need to escape the weight of her emotions, the

narrator decides to venture outside into the cold, seeking solace and clarity

in the wintry air. This act of retreating into nature signifies a search for

peace amidst the complexities of relationships and the struggles of

belonging, leaving the chapter infused with longing, love, and the resilience

to move forward.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

As twilight envelops the scene, a crescent moon arcs over the Old Man's

 mountain, illuminating a sparse, winter landscape where the protagonist,

Hollis, seeks solace. The biting cold makes her cheeks sting, and she reflects

on the silent beauty around her—dry snow muffling her footsteps, holly

bushes embraced in snow, and a hidden river flowing beneath a fragile ice

layer. These elements inspire her desire to convey this world through her art.

Remembering a conversation with Beatrice, who encouraged her to express

herself through drawing, Hollis sits in her room surrounded by her summer

creations filled with vibrant blues and greens, capturing memories of her

friend Josie. However, she grapples with the realization that Josie belongs

with Beatrice and her family near the ocean rather than with her in this

isolated setting.

Hollis's thoughts turn toward a longing to return home, a place where she

feels a sense of belonging. The distance to the grocery store's telephone

looms, but she feels determined to reach out to Beatrice, her heart yearning

to carry Josie back to the warmth of family life. On her bed, a half-finished

drawing of Izzy serves as a painful reminder of the people she is considering

leaving behind.

In her reflective state, Hollis recalls moments of familial
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connection—scenes where the Old Man bears witness to Steven's joys rather

than her own. Doubts creep in as she wonders if she has sacrificed

belonging, questioning her understanding of family. These thoughts swirl as

she wrestles with guilt and the memories of Izzy's hope for family, stirring

within her a flicker of realization: family must find its own way.

Suddenly, fragments of her relationship with Josie flare to life in her

memory, evoking a shared joke about Santa Claus and a lingering thought

about a radio. This brief exchange unlocks a cascade of memories where joy

and laughter intertwined with the holidays. The mention of Santa sparks

urgency within Hollis, compelling her to seek clarity from Josie.

With determination, she races downstairs. The scene shifts as she finds Josie

asleep on the couch, and she settles beside her, brushing her hand across

Henry's fur. The intimacy of the moment prompts her to gently awaken

Josie, driven by a single question that may hold the key to their past and

future: “I want to ask you about Santa Claus.” 

In this chapter, Hollis navigates her feelings of isolation, longing for

belonging, and the complex nature of family ties, while art becomes her

means of expression and connection. As she seeks to bridge the distance

between her memories and current yearnings, she deepens her understanding

of love and belonging.
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Chapter 16: 

In the quiet of their home, Hollis Woods watches as her friend Josie sleeps

 on the couch, oblivious to her questions. Beside her, Henry the cat purrs

peacefully. Despite Hollis's attempts to awaken Josie by offering food and

drink, she remains asleep, prompting a sense of desperation in Hollis. After a

time, she gives up and retreats to the kitchen, where she prepares a simple

meal and makes hot chocolate, hopeful that the aroma will stir Josie from

her slumber. As night turns to morning, the sunlight transforms the icy

landscape, and Hollis finds Josie awake and ready to recount memories of

Christmas past, including a nostalgic story about gifts she received from

Santa Claus.

As their conversation unfolds, it becomes clear that Hollis is contemplating

returning to Beatrice, Josie's former caregiver, which would mean leaving

their temporary home. Josie's mention of candy evokes memories of their

shared experiences, while Hollis's decisions weigh heavily on her. She

promises to call Beatrice and ventures outside, eager yet apprehensive about

what the day might hold.

As Hollis walks through the snow, she grapples with her thoughts about

Steven, the boy she left behind, and the arguments that had stirred trouble

within her chosen family. Then, unexpectedly, she hears a snowmobile and

rushes to the road, where she is joyfully reunited with Steven. Their laughter
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fills the air, breaking the tension that had built up during their time apart.

Steven shares the news that his family has been searching for her and

expresses his hope that she would come back home. The reunion is

emotional; tears flow as Hollis confesses her fears and reassures herself

about Steven and the Old Man's love for him.

Their conversation shifts, revealing misunderstandings about family

dynamics and the weight of blame each carries. Hollis learns that family

disagreements are not solely her burdens to bear, but rather part of the

complexity of human relationships. As snow continues to swirl around them,

Steven offers a glimmer of hope for their future together: repairing the old

truck and fishing again in the summer.

With her heart lightened, Hollis climbs onto Stevens's snowmobile, ready to

make the call that could change everything. They speed off toward the

grocery store, where she will contact Beatrice. In this blend of nostalgia,

fear, and hope, Hollis begins to see the possibility of returning to a place she

once called home.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In this chapter, Hollis Woods finds herself in a freezing phone booth

 alongside her friend Steven. As they wait, Steven attempts to reassure

Hollis about her situation, confident that she will return home in time for

Christmas. He playfully hints that he knows more than he lets on.

Hollis dials a number she has memorized, finally connecting with Beatrice, a

caring figure in her life who has been desperate to hear from her. Beatrice's

concern reveals the depth of their bond; she inquires about Josie's

well-being, another significant character in Hollis's life who is struggling

with memory loss. As Hollis converses with Beatrice, she grapples with

feelings of guilt and responsibility, realizing that Josie wants to come home

yet is unable to cope with her current circumstances.

Hollis reassures Beatrice that Josie is with her, acknowledging the concerns

surrounding Josie's situation. Beatrice expresses her eagerness to reunite,

sharing her longing for the familiarity of home and her desire to leave

behind her current painting project of the desert. Their connection is

underscored by how much they all look forward to being together again.

Meanwhile, Steven contributes to the conversation, mentioning that he and

the Old Man (another caring figure in Hollis's life) have begun preparing

Hollis's room for her return. He shares their plans to paint it green, a symbol
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of hope and life represented by holly. However, he also adds that the Old

Man originally wanted to paint it blue, highlighting the contrasts in their

preferences but also the love and attention dedicated to creating a welcoming

space.

After a heartfelt exchange, Hollis hangs up, feeling encouraged by Beatrice's

commitment to come home. The chapter's tension subsides as Hollis starts to

feel a sense of belonging. As Steven continues to make calls, Hollis is left

contemplating her future and the prospect of returning home, prompting her

to reach out to Izzy, another character who represents family and support in

Hollis's life. 

By intertwining these relationships and emotions, the chapter encapsulates

Hollis's internal conflict while also illustrating the warmth and complexity

of the connections around her.
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