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Love and vengeance in a shattered kingdom.
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About the book

In a world ravaged by war and torn apart by betrayal, Amy Tintera's

"Ruined" thrusts readers into a gripping tale of survival and the quest for

vengeance. When the kingdom of Lera is shattered by the violent conquest

of the ruthless ruler, Empress, young warrior Emelina finds herself on a

heart-wrenching journey filled with profound losses and desperate choices.

As she disguises herself to infiltrate the enemy's palace seeking to reclaim

her rightful throne, Emelina grapples with her thirst for revenge against the

backdrop of unexpected alliances, moral dilemmas, and the complexities of

love. With pulse-pounding action and deep emotional resonance, "Ruined"

explores the price of power and the struggle to preserve one's humanity in

the face of overwhelming darkness. Join Emelina as she navigates a

treacherous path where loyalty is tested, and every decision could mean life

or death.
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About the author

Amy Tintera is a talented author known for her engaging young adult novels

that often blend elements of fantasy, romance, and adventure. With a

background in creative writing and a passion for storytelling, Tintera's

works, including the popular "Ruined" series, showcase her ability to create

rich, immersive worlds and complex characters that resonate with readers.

Her unique voice and knack for delivering thrilling narratives have earned

her a dedicated following among fans of the genre. In addition to her

writing, Tintera enjoys sharing insights into her creative process and

drawing inspiration from diverse influences, making her a prominent figure

in contemporary young adult literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

### Summary of Chapters ONE to FIVE

Chapter One: The Ruins of Home

Em and her sister Olivia return to what remains of their home, the Ruina

castle, reduced to rubble after a brutal attack that nearly exterminated their

kind, the Ruined. Olivia is filled with anger and a desire for vengeance, as

this is her first time seeing their childhood home in ruins after being

captured. Em, who was left behind during Olivia’s kidnapping, reflects on

the brokenness of their lives. They are joined by Aren, one of the Ruined

who has journeyed with them from Lera. Em grapples with her emerging

leadership as the sisters discuss making a camp near the ruins, while Olivia

expresses a desire for revenge against their enemies, the hunters. Em

reassures them of safety under Casimir, the new king who promised peace,

though Aren and Olivia are skeptical. As they sift through the remains, a

potential threat looms, and Em encounters two terrified laborers who have

heard of her reputation, indicating that her actions are instilling fear in

others, a bittersweet realization for her.

Chapter Two: Cas's Reflection
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Casimir, the new king of Lera, is haunted by grief and guilt over his

mother’s death at the hands of the Ruined. He wanders the site of her death,

reflecting on the turmoil caused by his choices, notably the release of Olivia

Flores, who later killed his mother. His cousin Jovita confronts him,

expressing her disdain and questioning his decisions. Despite his struggle, he

lacks a clear plan for Lera's future. He learns that Violet Montero, the

daughter of a deceased governor, is also in the fortress. As their paths cross,

Cas grapples with his responsibilities and the weight of leadership amid

threats from the Ruined and growing unrest.

Chapter Three: New Beginnings

As Olivia adjusts to her newfound freedom, she mourns the loss of her home

and contemplates her mother's influence. She begins to reconnect with Em

and expresses disdain for their current situation. Em informs Olivia about

the arrival of more Ruined joining them and suggests negotiations with the

Olso warriors, who seem more amicable than expected. Olivia’s fierce

nature resurfaces as they discuss leadership and their roles in the future of

Ruina. Em proposes a diarchy where they jointly lead the Ruined. Olivia's

fiery passion contrasts with Em's cautious nature, setting the stage for their

collaborative leadership despite their different temperaments.
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Chapter Four: Council of War

Cas conducts a meeting with his advisers to address Lera's political situation.

The fortress is unable to maintain its population due to ongoing arrivals from

the north, while Jovita pushes for military action against the Ruined. Cas

stands firm against this, believing in a more peaceful approach and focusing

instead on strengthening their hold in the south. He faces resentment from

his advisers, particularly Jovita, who questions his capacity to lead as he

mourns his losses. Tensions rise as Cas defends his choices while

suppressing his doubts about his mental state and capacity to govern.

Chapter Five: Cabins and Decisions

Amid their search for shelter, Em, Olivia, and Aren discover a cluster of coal

miners’ cabins to accommodate the Ruined. While the cabins feel

inadequate, Em feels they symbolize a new beginning. Olivia insists on

confronting any lingering enemies from their past as they make sense of

their new reality. The tension escalates when Olivia encounters two injured

men who represent the enemy that once tortured them. Galvanized by the

moment, they utilize violence to solidify their emerging prowess. But as

Aren carries out Olivia’s brutal directive, he grapples with guilt and the thrill
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of power at the cost of humanity. This violence marks a crucial shift for

Aren as he navigates his evolving identity within this tumultuous world.

Throughout these chapters, the overarching themes of trauma, revenge,

identity, and leadership are explored as Em and Olivia grapple with their

new roles, while Cas tries to find his footing amidst the chaos of war and

grief. Each character’s emotional journey drives the story forward, reflecting

the profound impact of their past and the uncertain paths they must navigate

in rebuilding their lives and their kingdoms.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The strength of leadership amid chaos

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life’s chaotic

moments, remember Em's emergence as a leader while dealing with

grief and destruction; it shows you that even in the darkest times, your

ability to guide others and make choices can provide hope and

resilience. Em's desire to build a sense of community and safety for

her people, despite the immense pressure, inspires you to find strength

within yourself to lead, support others, and create a sense of

belonging, no matter the trials you face.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

Chapter Six Summary

In the aftermath of his mother’s tragic death, Cas isolates himself within the

fortress, overwhelmed by rising tensions among his advisers and soldiers.

Jovita, a strong-willed military leader and key adviser, criticizes him for his

refusal to attack the enemy faction known as the Ruined. This relentless

pressure wears down Cas’s confidence, leading him to question his own

sanity as others begin to doubt his fitness to rule. Cas seeks solace in his

small room but finds no respite there, constantly battling the judgments of

those around him.

Galo and Violet, loyal friends, attempt to console him, highlighting the

growing dissent. However, their efforts are interrupted by an alarming

uproar from outside the fortress: a massive crowd, led by Jovita, fiercely

demands action against the Ruined. Jovita's manipulations gain momentum,

as she tries to sway the crowd and undermine Cas's authority by showcasing

her strength. Despite Cas’s refusal to engage in violence, he is soon

confronted with the grim reality of his political position: Jovita's influence is

powerful, and he risks being sidelined entirely.

As tensions escalate, Cas is forcibly restrained by soldiers loyal to Jovita,
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who declares that he must "rest" while she takes charge. Broken by this

betrayal and the ugly truth that his own advisers may be against him, Cas is

condemned to isolation while Jovita rallies troops to attack the Ruined. The

chapter concludes with a sense of impending conflict as Cas realizes his

power is slipping away, and the war against the Ruined intensifies.

Chapter Seven Summary

In another part of the story, Olivia, a key figure within the Ruined

community, wakes early from an uneasy sleep, revealing her burdensome

life in a dilapidated cabin. She and her companions Aren and Ivanna embark

on a hunting mission, conscious of the looming threats from their enemies.

Olivia's resentment brews toward the hunters who have tormented the

Ruined, showing a fierce determination to take decisive action against them.

Upon encountering a group of hunters, Olivia's ruthlessness shines through

as she kills them without hesitation, demonstrating her growing power and

brutality. Though Aren expresses concern over their actions, Olivia revels in

the control she wields over life and death. A stark contrast is drawn between

Olivia’s violent tendencies and Aren's discomfort with their actions,

highlighting the moral dilemmas faced by the Ruined as they try to survive.

Meanwhile, Em, Olivia’s sister, remains concerned about her sister's
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reckless behavior. As tensions mount, a delegation from Olso arrives, led by

Iria, a warrior and ally, bringing news that adds complexity to their situation.

Em is met with both excitement and apprehension, knowing that despite

their alliances, securing their safety requires difficult choices, including

potential sacrifices.

Chapter Eight Summary

Cas, now confined by Jovita, has lost hope and struggles with his isolation in

the fortress. During his confinement, Galo manages to sneak in and update

Cas about the unfolding events. Jovita has taken decisive action against the

Ruined without Cas’s consent, leading an army to attack them. This news

horrifies Cas, who realizes that Jovita is undermining not only his authority

but also jeopardizing his people’s safety.

Feeling trapped and despondent, Cas rejects Galo's attempts to rally support

for a coup against Jovita, believing that resistance would be futile. He

grapples with his identity as king and reflects on the futility of fighting for a

kingdom that seems lost. Galo’s steadfastness ignites a glimmer of hope in

Cas, revealing a path forward, but Cas's doubts about his leadership and

mental fortitude begin to dominate.

This chapter delves deeper into themes of power, loyalty, and the burdens of
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leadership, highlighting Cas’s internal struggle against the backdrop of a

nation at war.

Chapter Nine Summary

As the war heats up, Aren becomes increasingly aware of the fragile alliance

he holds with Iria, a warrior from Olso. Despite his initial reservations about

the warriors, he feels a connection with Iria that complicates his feelings

about their tenuous alliance. Iria’s determination to support the Ruined

juxtaposes Aren’s internal conflict about their violent lives.

Olivia, meanwhile, becomes more jaded about the warriors’ intentions. As

tensions rise between the Lera soldiers and Ruined, Em champions a bold

plan to invade Vallos in retaliation for the attack. Em’s leadership starkly

contrasts Olivia’s skepticism, as they prepare to unite their forces against the

Lera army. Their battle for survival encapsulates the desperation that drives

them forward, compelling them to confront their enemies head-on, even as

the remnants of their humanity resonate beneath their fierce exterior.

In this chapter, themes of loyalty, courage, and the moral ramifications of

their choices are showcased as the Ruined prepare for conflict to protect

their future.
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Chapter Ten Summary

Amidst laughter and festivities among the warriors, a sense of urgency arises

when Em and Olivia discover a plot awaiting their response. August, prince

of Olso, proposes a marriage alliance with Em in order to solidify political

ties between Olso and the Ruined. This unexpected offer shocks Em, who

grapples with the implications of such a union.

As Em tries to maneuver through the dynamics of political alliances, Olivia's

skepticism grows, injecting tension into their decision-making process.

Despite the potential benefits of forming a bond with Olso, including

protection and resources, Em wrestles with the emotional weight of a

marriage that could force her to abandon her feelings for Cas.

When the chapter escalates to a fiery climax with the arrival of Lera soldiers

to attack their camp, Em, Olivia, Aren, and Iria spring into action. Fighting

alongside Iria and the warriors, Em experiences the thrill of battle but

grapples with her conscience as they are forced to protect their fragile

existence. The stakes heighten, and the consequences of their recent

decisions spiral out of control.

Chapter Eleven Summary
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Following the chaos of the battle, Aren grapples with guilt and confusion,

haunted by the lives lost in the conflict. As he navigates the aftermath, he is

captivated by the intensity of Iria’s presence and struggles with his

tumultuous emotions. The desire for connection battles against the horrors

he’s witnessed as the group plans their next strategic move.

As Em and Olivia discuss their options, a clearer picture of the challenges

they face emerges. Em’s proposal to invade Vallos sparks heated discussions

about their alliances and future actions. Olivia’s defiance against

collaborating with human allies signifies the ideological divide between the

sisters, but Em’s determination shines through, exemplifying her growth as a

leader.

The chapter encapsulates the sense of urgency and dedication the Ruined

share for their cause, revealing the complexities of their relationships and the

internal struggles that threaten to tear them apart as they prepare for the

coming conflict against Jovita and his forces. Each character’s journey

reflects the broader narrative of survival, loyalty, and the fight for a future

free from oppression.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Burden of Leadership

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on Cas's struggle with leadership in

the face of betrayal and isolation, one can derive the profound insight

that true leadership is not merely about wielding power, but about

navigating the weight of responsibility, moral dilemmas, and the

vulnerability that comes with it. This realization can inspire us to

embrace our own challenges with resilience and integrity,

understanding that the pressures we face can forge our character and

empower us to rise above adversity, just as Cas must find his way

through the chaos around him.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Chapter Twelve Summary:

In a dimly lit room, Cas rests on his bed, feeling weak and feverish. Galo

enters, noticing Cas’s rising temperature, prompting him to call in Daniela

and Violet, who administer care. Conversations reveal that Jovita, Cas's

threatening cousin, has returned but without the soldiers, while concern

arises over Cas's deteriorating condition. The scene swiftly turns when it’s

discovered that he might have been poisoned, leading Galo to angrily

demand retribution against the soldier who delivered the tainted food.

As Cas's state worsens, he is forcefully administered medicine through a

tube, drawing from his weakened body. Amid the chaos, Galo plans their

escape, determined to move Cas from the fortress to safety. Cas is clumsily

supported by Galo and Mateo as they slip out of the fortress, pursued by

tensions and the threat of discovery.

The escape is fraught with danger as Violet battles a guard to clear their path

and Cas’s frailty becomes evident as Galo and Mateo struggle to transport

him to a waiting wagon. Violet offers reassurance as Cas grapples with

memories of the poisoning, understanding the gravity of his cousin's

betrayal. He becomes increasingly drowsy, ultimately falling into
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unconsciousness as they speed away, uncertain of what awaited them next.

---

Chapter Thirteen Summary:

In a desperate bid to protect the Ruined from impending threats, Em,

alongside her allies, orders the bodies of Lera soldiers to be burned as they

prepare for a journey east towards Vallos. Convinced that staying put would

invite further attacks, she decides to move quickly with limited resources,

sensing that every moment counts. Riding towards Sacred Rock, Em

grapples with the painful memories of past encounters, now burdened with

the weight of leadership and the safety of her people.

Their approach to Vallos is deceptively easy compared to close encounters of

the past with hostile hunters. As they arrive in Sacred Rock, she finds herself

torn between duty and a burgeoning attachment to Cas, whose life hangs in

the balance. Em’s thoughts turn to her potential marriage to August, a

political alliance pressing heavily upon her.

Meanwhile, a common confrontation arises with Olivia, Em's sister, who is

focused on revenge and eradication of any threats from the Gallegos line,

contrasting sharply with Em’s inclination toward compassion and
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coexistence. When Olivia leads the charge into town, intending to execute

any signs of resistance, Em pushes for a more humane approach, leading to a

heated disagreement between the sisters. 

Em’s focus shifts back to Cas as she navigates the moral complexities of her

decisions, especially when his fate hangs by a thread. Their paths converge

dramatically when Em unexpectedly encounters Cas's friend, Galo, and Cas

himself, now vulnerable and poisoned, intensifying the stakes of their

struggle against Jovita’s machinations.

---

Chapter Fourteen Summary:

Cas awakens disoriented, caught between fever dreams and reality. He finds

himself in Em's arms, her presence both comforting and surreal. As Em

reassures him of his safety and reveals that they are in Vallos – far from the

plot of his cousin – the narrative unfolds his close brush with death due to

Jovita’s betrayal. Memory recalls the pain and suffering of betrayal,

highlighting the deep undercurrents of shifting alliances and questioning

motives.

As they engage in tentative dialogue, themes of regret and accountability
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emerge, with both acknowledging the tragic past while expressing a sense of

kinship that intertwines their fates. Em, having taken on a leadership role,

grapples with her responsibilities and the weight of her decisions,

particularly regarding forgiving past grievances and protecting those she

cares for.

The dynamics shift quickly as Aren and the others share the weight of their

fears for Cas and Em’s safety. Balancing hopes and responsibilities, Em

desires to keep Cas alive, leading to discussions about their unlikely bond

and how love often blooms amid turmoil and strife. As Cas’s strength

returns in small measures, their relationship deepens, setting the stage for

future conflicts.

---

Chapter Fifteen Summary:

Cas, feeling slightly stronger, manages to visit the porch for fresh air, eager

to reconnect with the world outside. He grapples with feelings of

inadequacy, reflecting on his family's loss and the tumultuous dynamic with

his cousin Jovita. The conversation with Aren reveals the tension among

factions, exposing the precarious position Cas occupies as he seeks

camaraderie and assurance.
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As he stands vulnerable, he begins to comprehend the depth of Em's

commitment to him, realizing their bond could kindle hope even in uncertain

circumstances. When Em arrives, their chemistry is palpable. The

undercurrent of emotion between them threatens to overflow as they share

tender moments, acknowledging their connection against a backdrop of

betrayal and war.

Amidst their intimacy, the dialogue encapsulates their fears and aspirations,

revealing their need to support one another. Yet, there's a looming threat in

Olso's scheming and the stark realities of royal politics that haunt Cas,

binding him to the role he reluctantly holds.

As Em lays beside him, the sanctuary of the moment allows them both to

breathe freely, but the shadows of their responsibilities loom, hinting at

challenges that will test their resolve in the chapters ahead.

---

Chapter Sixteen Summary:

Olivia's rage rises against the backdrop of her sister Em's choices, fueling

her determination to take control. Observing Em's growing relationship with
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Cas, Olivia wrestles with her feelings concerning loyalty, revenge, and the

past's festering wounds. The intensity of their situation parallels with her

ambitions for power, leading her to contemplate the harsh realities of the

future.

Frustrated with Em's compassion towards Cas, Olivia's impulsive nature

drives her decisions to take drastic action against perceived threats. The

dichotomy of Olivia’s and Em’s views shapes their identities - one driven by

vengeance, the other by the potential for redemption and healing. 

Every encounter with Cas is loaded with tension as they delve into their

complex histories and the burden of their actions. Olivia's approach contrasts

sharply with Em's belief in understanding and compassion, posing a conflict

that threatens to fracture their bond further as the stakes increase. 

Confronting both her character and her objectives, Olivia's transformation

may lead her into regret and violence, testing the entire foundation of their

group's unity in the throes of war.

---

Chapter Seventeen Summary:

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


As Cas recovers, he wrestles with the moral implications of his past and the

precarious situation he finds himself in. His interactions with Em showcase

the budding intimacy between them, despite the looming threat posed by

Jovita’s ambitions. They delve into their shared experiences, weaving their

separate fates closer together.

Cas's determination to prove his strength and worth brings forth discussions

about their future and the past that haunts them both. The truth about his

obligations and identity emerges when he reflects on his royal heritage

versus his burgeoning bond with Em. 

Their deepening relationship offers solace amidst chaos, but also reveals the

hurdles they might face from outsiders like Olivia, who view Cas as a threat

instead of an ally. As tensions build, and motivations are tested, the theme of

forgiveness amidst conflict remains a crucial anchor in their journey.

Through the trials, Cas's vulnerability juxtaposes with Em’s resilience,

forming a powerful narrative about finding love and light in dark times

while facing the ghosts of their past lives together. Their journey towards

understanding and forging a path forward now hinges on the choices they

must make and the battles they must confront.

Chapter Summary
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Chapter Summary

Chapter
Twelve

Cas is weak and feverish in a dim room as his cousin Jovita returns
without soldiers. After discovering he may have been poisoned, Galo
vows revenge and plans an escape for Cas, who is supported by Galo
and Mateo. The escape is dangerous with Violet fighting guards. Cas
struggles with memories of betrayal and falls unconscious as they flee.

Chapter
Thirteen

Em orders the bodies of Lera soldiers to be burned while leading the
Ruined towards Vallos to avoid further attacks. She grapples with
leadership, attachment to Cas, and her sister Olivia's desire for revenge.
A clash of ideologies occurs between Em and Olivia as they enter Sacred
Rock, heightening tensions as it relates to their mission and Cas's
condition.

Chapter
Fourteen

Cas wakes in Vallos, confused but comforted by Em. They discuss the
impact of Jovita's betrayal and share feelings of regret and responsibility.
Their bond strengthens as they deal with fears about the future and Cas’s
recovery, creating a foundation for their relationship amid conflict.

Chapter
Fifteen

Feeling stronger, Cas reflects on his family and his relationship with
Jovita. His discussions with Aren reveal faction tensions. The intimacy
between Cas and Em grows, revealing mutual support and affection as
they face external threats together, particularly from Olso and royal
politics.

Chapter
Sixteen

Olivia's anger towards Em's choices and her growing bond with Cas
influences her actions. While Olivia leans toward revenge, Em
emphasizes compassion, creating conflict. Olivia's impulsive decisions
pose a risk to their unity as she grapples with her feelings and ambitions
amid the war.

Chapter
Seventeen

As Cas recovers, he contemplates his past actions and his evolving
relationship with Em. Discussions reveal their intertwined fates and the
struggle with identity. The themes of love, forgiveness, and resilience are
at the forefront as they confront external threats while nurturing their bond.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Forgiveness amidst conflict is essential for healing and

unity.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine navigating the turbulent waters of your

own relationships, where betrayal and resentment threaten to engulf

you. Using the inspiration drawn from Cas and Em's journey, you

might find the courage to forgive those who have wronged you,

allowing compassion to guide you rather than bitterness. Such a

choice not only opens the door to healing but also cultivates a sense of

connection, reminding you that even in the darkest times, love and

understanding can flourish, transforming your path forward into one of

hope and resilience.
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Chapter 4: 4

### Chapter Summary

Eighteen

Em wakes up in Cas’s arms, enjoying their intimate moment despite the

weight of their circumstances. They share a tender interaction, with Cas

expressing his desire to wake up with her every day. Em, however, is

burdened by secrets—she is plotting to kill Jovita, Cas’s only remaining

family member, and is considering a proposal from August, the prince of

Olso. Despite this turmoil, the warmth and connection between Em and Cas

momentarily distract her.

As Em prepares to leave, she is reminded of the challenges ahead and the

precarious nature of their relationship. She heads to August’s home for a

council meeting where the situation regarding Lera and Vallos is discussed.

They need to gather intelligence on Lera’s movements and plan their defense

against Jovita, Cas's antagonist.

Tensions rise in the council as they debate the presence of Cas, who’s being

harbored by Em. Em defends her decision, focusing on the bigger picture:
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the need to prevent Jovita from taking the throne of Lera. However, the

council is divided, and Em feels the pressure of her responsibilities.

Eventually, they reach a compromise that gives Cas three days to recover

before he must leave, but Em knows she must prioritize her people over her

growing feelings for him.

Nineteen

Meanwhile, Aren grapples with the aftermath of violence unleashed by

Olivia, who killed several Vallos soldiers. His horror at the bloodshed

intensifies his fear of her ruthless nature as he reflects on the future of their

relationship. When Iria joins him, her concern brings comfort, and he

confesses his struggles with his powers and their ramifications. Together,

they decide that he should join the mission up north, where he can find some

clarity.

As chaos unfolds, Em learns of an impending attack from Vallos soldiers,

leading to a brutal confrontation led by Olivia, who revels in her power

during the fray. Aren is left conflicted and traumatized by the violence,

eventually seeking refuge in Iria’s company.

Twenty
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After the battle, Aren faces the weight of his actions and confronts the

growing darkness within him. Iria's support offers him solace, even as he

struggles with self-doubt. Olivia, undeterred by the consequences of her

actions, remains steadfast in her belief that they must continue to fight

against humanity. Their moral divergence strains relationships further as Em

tries to maintain order and prepare for future conflicts.

The tension culminates in a call to war as Em and the warriors gear up for

the Vallos attack. Under her leadership, they engage in a fierce battle that

tests their loyalty and resolve, blurring the lines between right and wrong in

their quest for survival.

Twenty-One

In the aftermath, Olivia is unrepentant about her violent actions, leading to a

tense confrontation with Em. The sisters' differing beliefs create a rift as Em

tries to navigate the precarious balance of leadership, necessity, and familial

loyalty.

Cas, meanwhile, prepares for the fallout after his return to the fortress, where

he confronts Jovita and lays out a plan to regain power. His determination to

reclaim his place in Lera solidifies as he strategizes ways to undermine
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Jovita’s rule while ensuring his safety and the safety of his allies.

Twenty-Two

Aren processes his experiences with Iria’s support, helping him to manage

the horrors he has witnessed. Their bond strengthens, hinting at deeper

feelings as he wrestles with his identity as a Ruined and what that entails for

his future. Iria encourages him to distance himself from Olivia’s influence

and gain independence in their mission, setting the stage for Aren’s growth

as a character.

Twenty-Three

Em faces the reality of her decisions as Cas proposes a daring plan to

infiltrate back into Lera under the guise of loyalty to Jovita. The precarious

alliance they forge sets them on a collision course with fate, as both seek to

reclaim their lives while navigating the complexities of love, duty, and

ambition. Em grapples with her emotions as she prepares to support Cas’s

mission, culminating in a promise that could alter the fate of their worlds

forever.

As their stories intertwine, the stakes rise, pushing each character to confront
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their inner demons and the consequences of their choices on both personal

and larger scales. The tension between love and loyalty hangs heavily,

setting the stage for an explosive confrontation in the chapters to come.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

Summary of Chapters Twenty-Four to Twenty-Nine

In these chapters, Em grapples with her dual role as a leader of the Ruined

and a sister to Olivia, who is still reeling from her captivity. After a tense

meeting in Sacred Rock, Em and Ivanna discuss the recent council

gathering, revealing their concerns about Olivia's impulsive behavior, which

has threatened their safety. As they converse, it becomes evident that

Ivanna's loyalty has shifted towards Em, and she expresses support for Em’s

leadership, even hinting that they may need to consider removing Olivia

from the throne if she cannot adjust.

Meanwhile, Aren, Em’s steadfast ally, expresses a desire to join a mission

north with the warriors, motivated by a need to escape the pressures of

impending marriage to Olivia. Em reassures him that she would never force

him into this situation and believes he will have the choice to decide his own

fate. They discuss the potential marriage alliance with Olso and the

implications it could have for their safety and power dynamics.

In a parallel storyline, Cas, now entrenched in the fortress, decides to learn

cooking to avoid being poisoned again, a reflecting attempt at taking control

over his own environment. He finds solace in cooking but struggles with his
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feelings for Em and his responsibility towards his people. His interaction

with Jovita, who claims innocence regarding previous poison attempts,

reveals their fraught relationship, as Cas grapples with trust amid political

intrigue.

As Aren leads a group of Ruined warriors on a mission, they face an ambush

from Lera hunters, showcasing Aren's growing confidence and control over

his powers. This confrontation brings tension and highlights the stakes of

their precarious situation.

In a dramatic turn, Em sneaks away to meet Cas, driven by a desperate need

for connection and information. Their meeting is fraught with unresolved

feelings, as Cas appears altered, more determined yet colder following his

experiences. Em offers to eliminate Jovita, reflecting her desire to protect

him from familial ties that could compromise his reign. Despite this, they

part with promises of future collaboration and information sharing.

Back at Sacred Rock, Em faces pressure from August regarding their

potential marriage. She challenges his authority, asserting her independence

and determination, suggesting she is not as easily swayed by political

alliances as he believes. This interaction solidifies her resolve to prioritize

the Ruined's wellbeing over romantic entanglements, though she is acutely

aware of the political implications of her decisions.
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Ultimately, these chapters intertwine themes of loyalty, leadership, and the

complexities of relationships in a time of war. Emergence of new alliances

and characters adds layers of intrigue, posing questions about trust and

responsibility in a fractured world.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

### Chapter 30 Summary

Violet and Cas ride through the southern province after a brief meeting with

Em. Their first stop is a farmhouse belonging to Franco, a captain in the

area. As they arrive, Violet instructs Cas on how to approach, and they make

it clear that they come in peace. Franco, thrilled to see Violet but confused

about her father's absence, learns from her that her father died in the castle

attack. He quickly realizes that Cas is the rightful king of Lera and shows

them hospitality.

As they reunite, the captain updates them on the recent stability of the area,

explaining how they managed to drive away lingering warriors after their

victory at Fort Victorra. Cas confides in Franco about his deal with Emelina

Flores, stating his ongoing connection with the Ruined. Franco expresses

some concern over this relationship but ultimately agrees with Cas's views

on the Ruined, unlike Cas's late father, who had aggressive policies against

them.

Throughout the day, several townsfolk come to greet Cas, pledging their

support for him. Cas specifically requests assistance to form an army,

emphasizing the need for strength against Jovita, his father's enemy. Amidst
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light banter about relationships and marriage, there is tension when Violet

asserts that Cas is in love with someone else—his estranged wife, Em. Their

conversation becomes a mix of jokes and serious implications about loyalty,

love, and the fight for their kingdom.

### Chapter 31 Summary

Meanwhile, Aren holds hands with Iria, showcasing their budding

connection while navigating through the now desolate Gallego City. The

pair join up with a group of warriors discussing ongoing issues back home.

Iria shares updates about her family, and Aren reveals some discomfort with

his past. The tone shifts when Aren learns of rumors about Em's potential

marriage to August, which worries him regarding her well-being.

Back in their apartment, Emelina and Olivia engage in a heated discussion

concerning rumors of August's proposal. Em informs her sister that she has

no intention of marrying him. Olivia, instinctively protective, goes on high

alert about the possibility of eavesdroppers. While both sisters share a strong

bond, the political pressures they are under create tension. When Em plans a

secret meeting with Cas, the atmosphere is charged with potential danger.

The chapter culminates with Em escaping for their meeting, unsure of what

to expect. Meanwhile, Olivia remains vigilant, signaling her fierce

commitment to keeping Em safe amid the precarious situation.
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### Chapter 32 Summary

As the story unfolds, August captures Emelina. After a tense confrontation

and a secret meeting with Cas, she finds herself in Olso territory under heavy

guard. August tries to justify his actions, claiming he had good reasons and

suggests they might negotiate. Em struggles to assert her strength while

under duress. Their conversations reveal August's ambitions for power and

his misguided assumptions about Em's feelings.

In a parallel scene, Cas learns quickly from Olivia that her sister has gone

missing, leading him to enlist her help to find her. With urgency, they

prepare for a confrontation, demonstrating the ever-growing stakes for both

Emelina and the kingdom. As plans form to reach out to allies, the danger of

August’s ambitions looms heavily over all the characters.

Meanwhile, Iria voices her dissent over August’s approach, and it is revealed

that she overheard critical information about Em. As alliances shift,

characters attempt to navigate their relationships in the midst of political

maneuvering. 

### Chapter 33 Summary

Things take a dark turn as Em is transported to the Olso castle and
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confronted by August's siblings, George and Lucio. Tension mounts with

Lucio's aggressive questioning and August’s defensive demeanor. Em

quickly realizes the danger she’s put herself in by trusting a seemingly

strong political figure, as George mocks her situation.

Despite underground machinations, Em insists on the threat her sister poses

to August’s plans, escalating the urgency of her situation. Lucio’s dismissal

of her warnings and his speculation about her feelings for Cas reveals a

chasm between their shared goals and the methods each character employs

to achieve them.

As Lucio intends to engage with Em while anticipating Olivia’s wrath, the

chapters lay a foundation of misunderstanding that tempts a potential

showdown. Em navigates her frustration at being treated as a bargaining

chip while struggling against the rising sense of hopelessness surrounding a

conflict escalating in both kingdoms. Tension mounts, showcasing the

harmful results of political manipulation and personal ambition that could

tear them all apart. 

### Chapter 34 Summary

Meanwhile, Cas receives alarming news of the Ruined's movements that

may signal an impending assault, motivating him to assert himself as a

leader. With Jovita, his father's puppet ruler, out of the way, Cas feels
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emboldened to take action, prompting General Amaro's reluctant agreement

to support his cause.

In a compelling twist, Aren and Iria’s journey inadvertently leads them back

to Cas. Facing betrayal from within their ranks, they struggle with

navigating trust and loyalty, ultimately recognizing the dangerous road

ahead.

These chapters intertwine multiple character arcs while highlighting themes

of loyalty, trust, love, and the stark choices characters are forced to make in

dire circumstances. Each character’s path intertwines through ambition and

survival, paving the way for conflict and potential alliances that may shape

the future of Lera and Ruina.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

Chapter Thirty-Six Summary:

Aren and Iria hide in a tree, watching the fortress where Cas is presumed to

be. Aren is anxious to create a distraction and hopes the guards will venture

out to investigate the smoke he set earlier. When a group of guards exits the

fortress, Aren and Iria make their move, with Aren using his powers to

incapacitate one guard, Nico, whom he recognizes. This unexpected

confrontation quickly leads to them stealing the guard’s clothing so Aren can

infiltrate the fortress unnoticed.

Aren explains that he’s looking for Cas in hopes of getting information

about Em and where she may have gone. The pair discuss their plans as they

run into the fortress, and Aren uses his magic to sway the soldiers guarding

the entrance, while keeping his Ruined mark hidden. After successfully

convincing a soldier to let him pass, Aren finds Cas in a room with Galo and

Violet. Upon entering, Cas expresses disbelief and concern for Aren’s

reckless actions. Aren succinctly informs them that August has kidnapped

Em, mentioning his plan to go back to Sacred Rock as a possible route to

find her.

Despite their discussion around the danger and uncertainty facing them, Cas
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proposes a plan to move forward with the Lera army. Aren reluctantly

agrees, knowing that he must stick to the plans, for Em’s sake. The chapter

ends with an intense urgency as Aren rushes to escape the fortress before the

alarm can be raised about his presence.

Chapter Thirty-Seven Summary:

Olivia surveys the Olso border, contemplating the warriors stationed there.

Determined to show her strength as a leader, she rallies her group of Ruined

and prepares to take action against the warriors. Tension rises between

Olivia and Ivanna, with Olivia asserting her authority as queen while

dismissing Ivanna's suggestions. The Ruined are instructed to kill the

warriors without question, as Olivia plans a brutal confrontation.

As the Ruined advance, Olivia uses her powers to effortlessly subdue several

warriors, displaying her growing confidence. However, when Olivia realizes

that her sister, Em, is still alive, she feels a mix of relief and fury, as Em had

chosen to return to the Lera side. Undeterred, she commands her troops to

continue their mission. Meanwhile, in the castle, Em is being treated as a

prisoner, yet she contemplates her situation and the political ramifications of

her family's previous actions. 

Em's treatment is overseen by George, who serves her a tour of the castle,
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and they engage in light banter about her mother’s portrait. Meanwhile, the

tension grows as Olivia and her Ruined reinforcements launch their attack.

Chapter Thirty-Eight Summary:

In the chaos of the Olso castle attack, Em is awakened by Damian, who

urges her to escape as Olivia's forces wreak havoc. Meanwhile, August runs

into Em's room and reveals the urgency of the situation, prompting her to

dress quickly. They rush into the mayhem swirling outside, discovering that

the Ruined are attacking.

In a desperate struggle, Olivia's confrontational methods come to a head and

lead to disastrous consequences, as she recklessly employs her powers

against foes. Em's injuries from the royal family’s violence begin to manifest

as she gets caught in the aftermath, and she recognizes the brutality that

accompanies the Ruined’s show of force.

Meanwhile, the throne has changed hands, now falling to the unlikable

August, which only complicates matters for Em as she witnesses the

aftermath of Olivia's choices.

Chapter Thirty-Nine Summary:
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As Aren and Iria approach Franco’s home, they prepare to gather support for

a looming confrontation. Recognizing the precarious nature of alliances,

Aren feels out of place due to his Ruined heritage. However, the encounter

with Franco's family warms him, especially the attention from children who

are fascinated by his abilities.

Meanwhile, Franco, Esperanza, and the remaining warriors plot against the

current threat using Cas’s approach of recruitment. Aren’s previous actions

weigh on both militiamen and Ruined alike, as they start to unite.

Aren agrees to assist Franco with recruiting their troops, demonstrating a

growing confidence in his agency as part of the strategy to reclaim power.

As the day ends, Franco reassures Aren that they trust him, showing a

budding alliance, as they prepare to face the challenges ahead.

Chapter Forty Summary:

Cas is anxious as he awaits the return of Violet, who has not yet come back

with news from their plans. His inner turmoil revolves around Jovita and his

unresolved feelings about her deceit. His soldiers’ loyalty becomes more

critical as they prepare for the journey north. When news of an approaching

army fills him with both hope and dread, he rallies his soldiers and arms
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them for the conflict.

Em’s fate hangs in the balance as Cas learns more about the schemes

surrounding the royal family's demise. In various meetings and

conversations, doubts and fears emerge, leading Cas to determine the next

steps for his people. As they prepare for a potential battle against Jovita and

reclaim power, the importance of unity and loyalty is felt across both armies.

Chapter Forty-One Summary:

Olivia contemplates the fallout of her choices as she tries to navigate the

political landscape after Em's escape. As she gathers her remaining Ruined,

she starts to realize how quickly loyalties can shift, with Em's previous

decisions haunting her. Olivia strives to assert her power and position as a

leader despite feeling isolated from her sister.

In a captivating climax, Olivia's determination to secure her place in history

can potentially clash with her sister Em's newfound alliances. As tension and

power battles unfold, Olivia’s desperation to grasp control increases. She

prepares to move forward aggressively, as the upcoming confrontation with

Em awaits on the horizon. 
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This whirlwind of events shows both the sharp contrast and the intricate

dynamics between loyalty, power, and familial bonds, setting the stage for

the ensuing conflict and resolution. 
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Chapter 8: 8

### Summary of Chapters Forty-Two to Forty-Seven

Chapter Forty-Two: Dawn and Decisions

Em wakes up in Cas’s arms at dawn, cherishing the moment. As the camp

stirs, Galo interrupts to inform Cas that Franco and Violet need to speak

with him. Despite her injuries, Em feels grateful for Cas's care, and their

bond deepens in small gestures. Aren approaches Em, revealing tragic losses

among his fellow warriors, Clara and Santino. Em and Aren discuss their

loyalty to their respective groups as tensions rise regarding Olivia’s volatile

behavior.

Em wants to aid Cas in reclaiming Royal City but is apprehensive about

Olivia's uncertain stance. She proposes to Aren that they should temporarily

assist Cas to ensure the safety of Lera, but this complicates everything

further, especially concerning Iria, who had previously sided with the

Ruined.

As the group travels, Aren grapples with guilt over abandoning Iria, who has

risked everything for him. When he finally speaks to her, he suggests she
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stay in Lera for her safety, but Iria seems skeptical.

Chapter Forty-Three: The Unexpected Vacant City

On their journey to Gallego City, Em notices the absence of warriors and

realizes the danger of the situation. They find signs of a recent retreat,

deepening Cas's determination to reclaim the city. Em witnesses the

complexity of Iria’s emotions as they grapple with their shared treachery and

loyalty. While Cas navigates leadership during their uptick in power and

unanticipated war alliances, the group debates the importance of

consolidating strength against Olivia’s unpredictable violence.

Chapter Forty-Four: Approaching Royal City

The army arrives near Royal City, and Em admires Cas’s kingdom, though

her responsibilities weigh heavy on her heart. As they draw closer, ominous

signs indicate Olivia’s presence with the Ruined, causing immediate

concern. Em volunteers to confront Olivia alone, while others fear for the

city’s safety. Cas expresses his commitment to helping the Ruined, sharing

his desire to marry Em, igniting an internal conflict regarding her allegiance.

Chapter Forty-Five: Confronting Olivia
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Em confronts Olivia, who leads a dwindled force of Ruined into a precarious

position. Olivia's intentions to take Lera clash with Em’s desire for peace;

Em attempts to persuade Olivia that attacking the city would only serve to

diminish their forces. However, when Olivia insists on extreme measures

against Cas and his allies, Em must navigate their relationship delicately.

Olivia doesn’t recognize the defeat ahead, further complicating Em’s role as

a peacemaker.

Chapter Forty-Six: Chaos and Confrontation

Amid preparations for conflict, Aren joins the chaos as Olivia’s ruthless

decisions escalate. As tensions rise under Olivia's command, Aren struggles

with his loyalties towards Em and the Ruined. He attempts to intervene as

Olivia targets Iria; in a crucial moment, he summons his powers against her,

revealing the lengths to which he will go for his own. His actions highlight

the fractures forming in Olivia's leadership.

Chapter Forty-Seven: Choices and Reckonings

Em, now free from her restraints thanks to Mariana and Ivanna, races to
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warn Aren. Upon arriving, she finds Olivia's intense fury directed at him for

an earlier betrayal. Em critiques Olivia's reckless pursuit of power and urges

for unity instead of destruction. Torn between her loyalty to her sister and

her obligation to uphold peace, Em makes a desperate bargain—offering to

assist Olivia in her plans if she spares Aren’s life. This pivotal moment sets

the stage for potential reconciliation, but it’s clear that Em’s strategies may

lead them down an uncertain path.

Together, the themes of loyalty, the cost of power, and the struggle for peace

intertwine, as Em must navigate the turbulent waters of family and

allegiance in a landscape torn by war. Each character faces critical decisions,

ultimately shaping the future of their identities and alliances.
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