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About the book

In "Shakespeare Saved My Life," Laura Bates weaves a compelling narrative

that transcends the confines of a prison cell, revealing how the timeless

works of Shakespeare can serve as a lifeline for those lost in the shadows of

despair and isolation. This poignant memoir chronicles Bates' transformative

journey as she teaches Shakespeare to incarcerated individuals, showcasing

the profound power of literature to inspire hope, ignite personal growth, and

foster empathy amidst the stark realities of prison life. Through striking

anecdotes and reflective insights, Bates invites readers to witness the

resilience of the human spirit and the profound impact that understanding

one’s own story can have in bridging the gap between confinement and

freedom. With each turn of the page, the reader is beckoned to explore the

intersection of art and humanity, ultimately discovering how the Bard's

words can illuminate even the darkest paths.
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About the author

Laura Bates is a distinguished author, educator, and feminist advocate

known for her impactful contributions to literature and social discourse.

With a background in English literature, Bates has gained recognition for her

work in promoting gender equality and addressing issues of women's rights

and education. Through her writing, she has reached diverse audiences,

engaging them in critical conversations about societal norms and challenges

faced by women. Her passion for Shakespeare and his timeless themes of

love, justice, and redemption resonates throughout her book "Shakespeare

Saved My Life," where she intertwines her personal journey with the

transformative power of literature. Bates is not only a voice for change but

also a storyteller who inspires others to explore the world of words and their

potential to effect personal and societal change.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

### Summary of the Chapters

Chapter 1: Favorite Freakin’ Shakespeare  

In this chapter, the author shares the enthusiasm of a prisoner named Newton

who has recently joined the general prison population after a decade of

solitary confinement. Newton's intense passion for Shakespeare is displayed

when he excitedly quotes from *Henry the Fourth, Part One*, showcasing

his knowledge gained from reading Shakespearean texts without any

external resources. Their discussion reflects not only Newton's intellectual

curiosity but also a glimpse into the transformative power of literature in a

prison environment.

Chapter 2: The Value of Education  

The narrator reflects on their own childhood experiences of feeling

ostracized due to language and cultural barriers growing up in Chicago's

impoverished West Side. Haunted by the experiences of their war refugee

parents, who valued education above all, the narrator contemplates the

parallels between the struggles of prisoners and those of marginalized

communities. This chapter focuses on the importance of education in
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reclaiming one’s identity and agency in difficult circumstances.

Chapter 3: Breaking Out  

This chapter recounts a planned hostage situation in the Wabash Valley

Correctional Facility, led by Newton and other prisoners aiming to negotiate

better living conditions. The plot quickly spirals into chaos as the outcome

astonishes and terrifies the involved prisoners. Their failed efforts emphasize

the desperation of inmates seeking agency while illuminating the violence

inherent in their environment.

Chapter 4: Breaking In  

The narrator describes their journey into the Wabash Valley Correctional

Facility, where they began teaching English literature to inmates. Their

experiences contrast the realities of academia with those of the prison

environment, highlighting the inherent challenges and misconceptions

surrounding prisoner education. The decision to teach literature, particularly

Shakespeare, becomes a means of exploring complex human emotions and

experiences.

Chapter 5: I’m In  

Having secured permission to start a Shakespeare program in solitary
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confinement, the narrator grapples with skepticism from colleagues and the

prospect of teaching the most dangerous inmates. This chapter outlines their

motivations and curiosity about the lives of such prisoners, positioning the

initiative as a challenge against commonplace attitudes about rehabilitation

and education in correctional settings.

Chapter 6: Newton’s In  

The narrator introduces Newton, a prisoner with a reputation as a dangerous

individual. Despite initial fears, the narrator recognizes Newton's potential as

a thought leader in the Shakespeare class after assessing his insightful

analysis of literary excerpts. His nuanced understanding offers a fresh

perspective on the text, revealing not only his intelligence but also his

unique connection to its themes.

Chapter 7: Life Inside  

This chapter delves into the harsh conditions of the SHU (Segregation

Housing Unit) where prisoners like Newton have limited human interaction.

The narrator describes the oppressive environment, structured routine, and

the shared experiences of pacing, which becomes a metaphor for

confinement and the longing for freedom. The stark realities of life behind

bars are contrasted with Newton's struggles to make meaning out of his

existence.
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Chapter 8: The First Lesson I Teach  

The narrator's first teaching session in the SHU centers around a soliloquy

from *Richard II*, connecting the character's feelings of confinement to

those of the inmates. The discourse ignites passionate discussions among the

prisoners, leading to unexpected philosophical insights and the realization

that literature can bridge the gaps in their isolated experiences. 

Chapter 9: The First Group Session  

In this chapter, the narrator describes the logistics and challenges of

conducting group sessions with prisoners. The humorous banter of the

inmates reveals their humanity and resilience in confinement. Initially, the

narrator contemplates safety concerns, but soon experiences a powerful

moment of connection as they witness prisoners engaging meaningfully with

Shakespeare's text.

Chapter 10: The First Lesson I Learn  

Newton's reflections on the themes of confinement and pacing in *Richard

II* compel the narrator to reconsider their understanding of Shakespeare

through the lens of prison life. Newton’s poignant observations about the

nature of human desire and connection highlight the shared humanity that
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exists even in the isolated world of the SHU, creating a profound bond

between the narrator and the inmates. 

Through these chapters, the author explores the nuanced interplay between

literature, education, and the human experience within the walls of prison,

illustrating the unique insights that both educators and prisoners can glean

from the shared journey of self-discovery through Shakespeare.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Transformative Power of Literature

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in a place where freedom is

stripped away, yet amidst the concrete walls, a spark ignites. The

moment when Newton, after years of solitary confinement,

passionately quotes Shakespeare is not just about literature; it

embodies the potential of words to connect us to our deepest selves,

no matter how confining our circumstances. This serves as a powerful

reminder that literature has the capacity to transcend barriers, inspire

hope, and foster intellectual curiosity. The next time you feel trapped

in your own life—by routine, expectations, or self-doubt—remember

Newton's journey. Let the transformative power of literature

encourage you to seek wisdom and connection through books,

allowing them to illuminate your path toward personal freedom and

growth.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

### Chapter Summaries

Chapter 11: Regaining Lost Humanity  

In a unique educational setting within the prison, the narrator introduces

Shakespeare's Richard II to the inmates, fostering discussion around the

 themes of confinement and interpretation. While many prisoners

misunderstand Richard’s literal imprisonment, they engage in lively debates

reflecting their own experiences with incarceration. As the group progresses

to Macbeth, the conversations deepen, addressing moral dilemmas and

 the nature of humanity. Individual interpretations reveal personal

connections, prompting reflections on personal choices and societal

expectations. Despite challenges, the prisoners immerse themselves in

Shakespeare, showcasing an unexpected ability to connect with complex

texts and each other, culminating in plans to adapt and perform their own

version of Shakespeare’s work.

Chapter 12: Contraband  

Detailing the strict security measures at the Wabash Valley Correctional

Facility, the narrator describes the meticulous check-in procedures for entry.
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Experiences range from rigorous searches to the occasional humorous

mishap involving contraband items like candy or personal items that could

be misused. Dress code violations during visits highlight the nuances of

prison life, including how attire can impact perceptions and interactions. The

narrator reflects on the bizarre restrictions and the challenges of navigating a

world with limited freedoms, while sharing a lighthearted interaction about

her holiday attire’s effect on the prisoners.

Chapter 13: Childhood  

Newton shares his troubled upbringing with the narrator, revealing a shared

experience of poverty and neglect but stark differences in their childhoods.

Newton recounts his mother's neglect and the violence that marked his early

years, leading to a life of running away and living on the streets. He

describes the freedom that came with homelessness yet highlights the pain of

abandonment and abuse. The discussion leads to an exploration of the

factors that shape a child's future, suggesting that nurturing—or a lack

thereof—can heavily influence life choices and paths.

Chapter 14: The Tragedy of Macbeth  

The focus shifts to Macbeth, chosen for its exploration of the

 psychological effects of murder. The narrator seeks input from the inmates

on how well Shakespeare captures the mindset of a killer. Dissecting
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Macbeth’s internal conflict over killing King Duncan, the prisoners provide

insight into the nature of guilt and the psychological burdens of crime. Their

observations reveal how criminal behavior is often a product of social

influences and personal histories. This honest dialogue helps bridge

literature with the lived realities of the inmates' experiences.

Chapter 15: Supermax Kid  

Newton reflects on his early life of crime, marked by peer influence and a

desperate need for acceptance. He recounts stealing mindlessly as a child

and receiving recognition among peers for his juvenile delinquencies. His

arrests in adolescence fueled a false sense of status, contrasting with the

detrimental impacts of incarceration on his growth. Examining the pitfalls of

his environment reveals how his past shaped his identity and decisions,

steeped in a lack of guidance and systemic failure.

Chapter 16: The Closet  

Excited by a visit to Muncie, the narrator shares news with Newton but is

met with his insights about their shared two-week journey to a former

juvenile detention center. They explore the painful memories of isolation

and neglect endured in that very space. Revisiting the facility offers a

glimpse into Newton's past struggles with trauma and confinement,

revealing how these experiences have influenced his current life, fostering a
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deeper connection with the narrator.

Chapter 17: My Secret Life  

The narrator reflects on the complexities of communicating her prison work

to her parents, noting the stress it might cause them given their health

struggles. Keeping her professional life secret, she grapples with the burdens

of emotional and financial support for her aging parents. This chapter delves

into themes of familial responsibility, personal sacrifice, and how societal

expectations can sometimes create emotional prisons.

Chapter 18: Tough Freedoms  

The narrator discusses the prisoners' educational backgrounds, focusing on

Newton’s disrupted schooling experience. He admits to limited formal

education but finds joy in engaging with Shakespeare’s text, likening it to

solving puzzles. His analytical approach surprises the narrator, as Newton

develops insights into the complexity of characters and their motivations,

emphasizing how deeply environment shapes personal outcomes. Themes of

nurture versus nature re-emerge, highlighting Newton’s transformation

through literacy.

Chapter 19: “To Know My Deed”  
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Reaching the scene where Macbeth commits murder deepens the connection

between the text and Newton's own experiences of guilt and anxiety.

Newton’s reflections on Macbeth’s psychological turmoil resonate with his

acute understanding of the fear that accompanies violent actions. The

narrator contemplates leaving the prison after her research but discovers a

compelling need to stay and continue supporting the inmates, recognizing

the value of their shared literary journey in fostering understanding and

healing.

Chapter 20: CSI: Muncie, Indiana  

The narrator’s investigation into Newton's past brings her closer to the truth

surrounding a fatal incident that led to his life sentence. Analyzing

newspaper archives reveals the socio-economic backdrop of Muncie, where

Newton grew up, and emphasizes the disconnect between his experiences

and those of the victim—Christopher J. Coyle. Visiting key locations related

to Newton’s life, the narrator grapples with the harsh realities of crime,

poverty, and the societal failures that contribute to the cycles of violence.

This journey underscores the profound impact of place and circumstance on

both perpetrators and victims.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: Literature as a Tool for Self-Reflection

Critical Interpretation: Imagine the transformative power of literature

when you delve into the intricate narratives of characters like

Macbeth, as explored in the prison setting in this chapter. Engaging

with Shakespeare not only illuminates the psychological effects of

guilt and crime but also allows you to reflect on your own life choices

and moral dilemmas. This profound connection encourages a deeper

understanding of yourself and others, inspiring you to confront the

complexities of your own experiences and find pathway towards

empathy, growth, and perhaps redemption.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 3 Summary: 3

### Summary of Chapters 21-30

Chapter 21: Death Penalty  

In September 1995, a year after his arrest, Newton sat in Delaware County

jail as his trial progressed, facing potential execution. The atmosphere was

charged, especially with Superior Court Judge Robert Barnet Jr. pushing for

harsher sentences as part of his re-election campaign. Under pressure from

his mother, Newton accepted a plea deal for life without parole, waiving his

right to appeal—effectively signing away his future at just seventeen.

When interviewed about the death penalty, Newton expressed a surprising

detachment. He acknowledged a lack of genuine concern, suggesting a mix

of suppressed fear and subconscious hope that things might somehow

improve. He reflected on the surreal experience of being on death row,

viewing it as a twisted form of "street cred" while also admitting to moments

of fear, like waking from a nightmare where a killer was pursuing him.

Newton recognized he lived with the death penalty in the background of his

mind for about a year before accepting the reality of his situation.

---
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Chapter 22: Escape Artist  

Newton's history with escape attempts was extensive and began at age

thirteen. He recounted multiple successful escapes from various juvenile

facilities, including Children’s Home and Indiana Boys' School, often

relying on the distractions of fellow inmates to make his moves. His method

of escapism escalated in adult prison, where he plotted escapes by digging

holes and utilizing vent systems. Each attempt, while not always successful,

showcased his determination to escape his circumstances, revealing a deeper

desire for freedom.

---

Chapter 23: The Dagger I See before Me  

In a poignant exploration of ambition and guilt, the group discussed

Macbeth. Lee Bentley, a new member who engaged with the text through

rap, highlighted the allure of violence in Macbeth's hallucination of a bloody

dagger. In discussion, Newton drew parallels between Macbeth's mental

struggle and his own experiences with violence, admitting he, too, had visual

cues that pushed him toward committing violent acts, showcasing a

destructive internal dialogue that ultimately led him to violence.
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---

Chapter 24: The Shower: Newton  

Newton elaborated on the psychological parallels between Macbeth and his

own violent incidents, particularly a stabbing in the shower at Michigan City

prison. He recalled how the moment was fraught with mental chaos, akin to

Macbeth's hallucinations. Newton dissected his actions, revealing that

violence wasn't necessarily his intent but a way to assert his presence in a

dangerous environment. Despite the chaos, he felt detached from the

consequences, reflecting a disassociation that is often present in violent

events.

---

Chapter 25: The Shower: Me  

In contrast, a poignant incident from the author’s perspective reveals a

moment of stark vulnerability while working in supermax. The author recalls

an encounter with a naked prisoner in the shower, highlighting the tension

and potential for violence in such a high-stakes environment. With quick

thinking, the author managed to maintain composure and diffuse a

potentially dangerous situation, reflecting the constant threat faced by staff

in such settings.
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---

Chapter 26: All Hands on Deck  

Navigating the unique dynamics of a supermax environment, the author

reflects on a surprising incident that exposed the raw vulnerabilities of

teaching in such settings. When a student engaged in inappropriate behavior,

the author addressed it discreetly, revealing the delicate balance of authority

and empathy required while working with prisoners. This incident

illuminated the challenges faced by both staff and inmates in navigating the

realm of self-control and desire for human connection.

---

Chapter 27: The Boat  

In a surprising shift, Newton proposed the idea of a boat as a metaphor for

freedom and liberty. This casual comment resonated with the author, leading

to a deeper contemplation of fear and personal prisons. The imagery of a

boat prompted an exploration of broader themes of liberation and the

constraints placed by one’s fears, emphasizing how mental constructs can

serve both liberating and constraining roles in one’s life.
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---

Chapter 28: New Directions  

As the Shakespeare program gained notoriety, the author faced the growing

dilemma of how to accommodate increasing interest. The first play,

“Hamlet,” became a platform for deeper discussions among the participants,

fostering reflection on personal choices and motivations for violence.

Newton stood out by encouraging thoughtful dialogue, facilitating

connections between the themes of Shakespeare’s characters and the lives of

the inmates.

---

Chapter 29: Sensory Deprivation  

Describing life in supermax, Newton spoke candidly about the oppressive

environment. He articulated how sensory deprivation led to a dismal

existence, with monotony encompassing their daily lives. Through their

discussions, he provided insight into the psychological and emotional toll of

such confinement, reflecting on how it exacerbates loneliness and

detachment from reality.

---
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Chapter 30: Isolated…and Alone  

Newton's narrative concluded with harrowing revelations about his deep

emotional isolation during years of confinement. He shared experiences of

not speaking for extended periods, highlighting how it fostered an internal

struggle with feelings of bitterness and detachment. Despite being

surrounded by others, he felt an overwhelming disconnect, showing the

far-reaching consequences of isolation not just physically but emotionally as

well. His reflections reveal the complexity of navigating relationships in

such a segregated and often hostile environment. 

--- 

Through these chapters, the intertwining of Shakespeare's themes with the

harsh realities of prison life provides a powerful lens through which to

examine the human condition, capturing struggles with identity, morality,

and the quest for redemption.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The metaphor of a boat as a symbol of freedom and

liberation.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself standing at the edge of a vast

ocean, contemplating the metaphor of a boat representing freedom and

the ability to navigate away from the confines of fear and self-imposed

limitations. This powerful image serves as a reminder that while we

all face personal prisons—whether they be doubts, fears, or past

mistakes—we can choose to embark on a journey toward liberation.

Just as the boat requires courage and direction to sail from the shore,

you too have the strength to steer your life toward new possibilities,

breaking free from the stagnation and embracing the vast expanse of

your potential.
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Chapter 4: 4

### Summary of Chapters 31-40

Chapter 31 - Ghosts in the Cell  

The chapter opens with a brief exchange, emphasizing the eerie loneliness

experienced by supermax prisoners, analogous to Hamlet’s reflections on his

own existential confinement. These prisoners share their perceptions of

solitude, likening their “ghosts” to imagined encounters in their cells,

influenced by their intense desires. Newton describes a coping mechanism

he calls “fantastical walks,” where he mentally escapes confinement by

walking and picturing life outside of prison. He articulates how these

fantasies can blur the line between reality and illusion, raising profound

questions about sanity and the struggle for mental autonomy under extreme

isolation.

Chapter 32 - Insanity  

Newton expands on his observations of the psychological effects of

prolonged confinement, identifying symptoms that signal impending

insanity, such as pacing and the desperate need for conversation. He

discusses the intense frustration and powerlessness that develop over time,
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particularly among longer-term inmates. The chapter highlights the dual

pathways of mental decline: some resort to violence as an expression of

reclaiming power, while others face an inner struggle for sanity. Referencing

Shakespeare’s works, particularly Hamlet, he illustrates how literature serves

as a refuge for sanity amid chaos.

Chapter 33 - More House Calls  

The author recounts an incident where a potentially violent inmate threatens

the safety of the prison staff. Despite being warned to keep his distance, the

author interacts with prisoners to collect homework assignments for their

Shakespeare sessions. The visit reveals differing attitudes among inmates

and underscores the tension within the prison environment, showing how

literary education remains an important, albeit precarious, endeavor within

the supermax setting.

Chapter 34 - Administrative Segregation versus Disciplinary Segregation

  

Newton offers insights into the classifications of supermax prisoners: those

in Administrative Segregation (A/S) are considered potential risks but are

not being punished for misconduct, while those in Disciplinary Segregation

(D/S) are confined due to infractions committed while incarcerated. Newton

emphasizes the harsher reality of D/S, noting his own lengthy experience

within those conditions and the psychological implications of living under
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such constraints.

Chapter 35 - Killer Dog  

This chapter presents a metaphor where Newton likens himself to a “killer

dog,” drawing parallels between rehabilitation in humans and the possibility

of changing a dog’s aggressive behavior. He acknowledges the challenge of

convincing others of the transformative power of rehabilitation, while also

recognizing the lingering potential for relapse. The comparison reveals the

complex nature of identity and redemption as Newton grapples with his past

and the concept of recovery.

Chapter 36 - Extraction  

The author witnesses a forceful cell extraction, a procedure designed for

controlling violent inmates. Newton reflects on the harsh realities of this

process, recounting his own experiences of being subjected to punitive

measures, illustrating the brutal nature of institutional power dynamics. He

emphasizes how such experiences can drive a person to the brink of despair,

despite an effort to maintain resilience in the face of adversity.

Chapter 37 - B-East  

In describing his time in the notorious B-East unit, Newton conveys the
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depth of despair and insanity experienced in long-term isolation, filled with

anguish from both the conditions and the surrounding environment. He

describes how the incessant psychological torment drives prisoners to

desperate acts, exploring the relationship between their mental state and the

extreme nature of their confinement.

Chapter 38 - This Prison Don’t Matter  

Returning to the Hamlet discussion, Newton leads the group to consider that

life’s imprisonments often stem from self-inflicted constraints rather than

mere physical confinement. He emphasizes personal growth and

self-acceptance as the route to freedom, challenging the inmates to confront

their inner struggles and redefine their sense of agency beyond prison walls.

Chapter 39 - Meeting of the Minds  

Newton's enthusiasm for Shakespeare goes mainstream within the prison,

attracting the attention of academics, including Professor David Bevington.

Their meeting becomes a significant exchange of ideas on Shakespeare’s

works, revealing Newton’s developing insights and articulating profound

themes that resonate with his own life experiences. This chapter marks a

pivotal moment where Newton’s intellectual journey gains recognition

beyond prison, emphasizing the power of dialogue in transforming lives.
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Chapter 40 - Dr. Newton  

Following his meeting with Bevington, Newton expresses a desire to pursue

higher education while incarcerated, aiming for a PhD. The encouragement

he receives highlights not only his determination but also the validation of

his intelligence and potential for transformation. As Newton sets his sights

on future aspirations, the chapter signifies hope and the possibility of

redemption through education, paralleling the broader themes of struggle

and empowerment seen throughout the work.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

Chapter 40: The Academic Paradox

In the world of academia, securing a permanent position at the university is

paramount for an assistant professor, as tenure is essential for career

advancement and job security. This chapter highlights the intense pressure

faced by early-career academics like the narrator, who shares his past

experience with the tenure application process. After years of being a

visiting assistant professor, he applied for early tenure, uplifted by positive

teaching reviews and community service through his work with prisoners.

However, despite his good intentions and impact, he was denied tenure for

lacking a sufficient number of publications in peer-reviewed journals—a

critical measure of success in academia. The irony looms over him; despite

his commendable efforts to use literature to effect change in prisoners' lives,

he found himself on probation in his career, reflecting a disheartening

academic paradox.

Chapter 41: The Picture

In an engaging dialogue between the narrator and Newton, a prisoner who

has found solace in Shakespeare, the narrator remarks on Newton's loss of
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focus, often retreating to thoughts of his past life symbolized by a boat. This

boat symbolizes freedom for Newton, a concept he associates with literature,

specifically Shakespeare. During this exchange, Newton admits to drawing

the narrator, which elicits a mix of amusement and concern. He surprises the

narrator by stating that he sent the drawing to his mother, a reflection of the

want for connection beyond prison walls. The narrator contemplates

Newton’s upbringing and his mother's sacrifices, fostering a deeper

understanding of his complexities. Notably, Newton's desire to connect his

art to family underscores the importance of background and emotional ties

even amidst the harsh prison environment.

Chapter 42: “That’s Freedom”

In a pivotal moment, after a decade in isolation, Newton receives word of his

transfer to the general prison population, signaling both liberation and

uncertainty. The emotional farewell he shares with the narrator encapsulates

the complex relationship they have developed during their time together—a

blend of mentorship, respect, and sincerity. The chapter reveals Newton’s

aspirations, including a desire for an education, hinting at the profound

impact Shakespeare has had on his life. Their parting is bittersweet as the

narrator grapples with the notion of losing a valued participant from the

program, yet he remains hopeful about Newton's future. This farewell is

underscored by Newton’s reflections on how Shakespeare has changed his
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perspective, culminating in a poignant survey response declaring that

“Shakespeare saved my life.”

Chapter 43: Another Door Opens

Reflecting on Newton’s transition, the narrator is inspired to turn onto an

untraveled road while driving home, symbolizing new possibilities and

paths—just as Newton is beginning to explore the general population of the

prison. The narrator receives good news that rather than being shipped far

away, Newton has been moved within the same facility. Elated, she requests

to continue working with him by adapting their program to create a

workbook for incoming prisoners—further utilizing Newton’s insights, even

while he adheres to a period of transitional quarantine. It’s a

forward-thinking opportunity, aiming to redefine incarcerated individuals'

lives through literary exploration.

Chapter 44: Killer Dog Comes Inside

Anxiously anticipating their first new session together after years of

separation, the narrator feels apprehensive about Newton’s reintegration into

the general population and his ability to navigate social interactions. When

faced with resistance from officers against allowing Newton out, the narrator
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reflects on her established rapport with Newton, comparing their relationship

to owning a “killer dog”—something potentially dangerous, yet trusted. The

narrative tactfully juxtaposes the emerging sense of vulnerability for both

the narrator and Newton as they prepare to meet—this encounter becomes a

landmark moment in their journey.

Chapter 45: “Shakespearean Considerations”

As sessions progress, Newton diligently compiles insights and reflections for

a workbook titled *Shakespearean Considerations*, designed to connect

Shakespeare's works to the prisoners' lives. In his introduction, Newton

encourages peers to examine their own choices by relating to the motivations

of characters like Macbeth. He emphasizes the challenge of change—not

simply avoiding negative outcomes but actively questioning personal beliefs

and motives. Each workbook contains thought-provoking considerations that

echo the shared struggles of prisoners while inviting self-reflection on

themes of honor and morality. Newton’s enthusiasm illustrates the program's

expanding influence—not just on him, but also on others who engage with

it.

Chapter 46: Hamlet: To Revenge or Not to Revenge
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The exploration of *Hamlet* introduces a critical discussion around themes

of revenge and consequences. Larry encourages prisoners to reflect on their

own experiences of loss and betrayal, drawing parallels between their lives

and Hamlet’s tragic journey. He navigates complex emotional territory,

asserting that revenge is often an expected response but questioning its

morality. Larry fosters an understanding of the choices individuals make,

prompting contemplation around the societal pressures that lead to violent

reactions. This chapter serves as an essential lens through which prisoners

can examine their motivations, ultimately guiding them toward constructive

decision-making.

Chapter 47: Othello: Girl Meets Boy

In the third workbook focused on *Othello*, Larry delves into the complex

topics of love, jealousy, and betrayal, recognizing how these emotions can

lead to destructive decisions. His approach invites prisoners to connect their

personal hardships with the themes presented—showing both the beauty and

pain of human relationships. By framing the tragedies of *Othello* against

the backdrop of their own lives, Larry challenges peers to take responsibility

for their choices. His workbook encourages dialogue and reflection, using

literature to promote a deeper understanding of the harmful cycles they face.

Chapter 48: “Shakespeare Saved My Life”
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In a heartfelt conversation, Larry expounds on his assertion that

“Shakespeare saved my life,” revealing both literal and figurative meanings.

He shares the life-altering impact Shakespeare has had on his identity,

helping him come to terms with his motivations and previous destructive

behaviors. This realization empowers him, illuminating a path forward

devoid of pretense, allowing him to reclaim agency over his decisions. Both

prisoners and educators’ shared experiences mirror the transformative power

of literature, emphasizing the potential for healing and reinvention that is

possible for individuals in dire circumstances.

Chapter 49: Shakespeare Saved My Life

The narrator reflects on her past experiences with teaching in prisons,

particularly the time she narrowly avoided an attempt at hostage-taking

during her first volunteer shift. This moment becomes emblematic of the

risks inherent in working with this population but also accentuates how

literature has played a role in safety and enlightenment. She draws a

connection between Shakespeare’s teachings and her self-awareness,

suggesting that through literature, she too has found liberation from her

previous fears.
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Chapter 50: Shakespeare Could Save Your Life Too

In concluding reflections, the narrator expresses the duality of her

mission—caring for her students while understanding the broader societal

implications of their rehabilitation. Highlighting statistics supporting the

program’s effectiveness, the chapter emphasizes that engagement with

Shakespeare can transform lives, facilitating non-violent resolutions and

broader ethical insights for individuals entrenched in cycles of violence. The

dialogue echoes an unwavering belief in the potential for literature to foster

genuine change, encouraging belief in the transformative possibilities for

both the individuals directly involved and the communities they will

ultimately return to.

Chapter Summary

Chapter
40

The narrator discusses the intense pressure of securing tenure in academia,
reflecting on his experience with the application process and the irony of
being denied tenure due to insufficient publications despite impactful work
with prisoners.

Chapter
41

A dialogue with Newton reveals his connection to Shakespeare and family.
Newton shares a drawing he made of the narrator, symbolizing his longing
for connection and a deeper understanding of his complexities.

Chapter
42

Newton is informed of his transfer to the general prison population, capturing
a blend of liberation and uncertainty. Their emotional farewell highlights the
impact of Shakespeare on Newton’s aspirations.

Chapter
43

The narrator feels inspired by Newton’s transition and plans to create a
workbook for incoming prisoners, indicating a positive change in Newton's
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Chapter Summary

path while still facing transitional challenges.

Chapter
44

The narrator anticipates their first session after Newton's reintegration and
reflects on their relationship, filled with trust but also vulnerability, as they
prepare for a landmark meeting.

Chapter
45

Newton compiles insights for a workbook titled "Shakespearean
Considerations," urging fellow prisoners to reflect on their choices and the
motivations behind actions, connecting Shakespeare's themes to their lives.

Chapter
46

In discussions on *Hamlet*, Larry encourages reflection on revenge and
societal pressures, guiding prisoners to understand their own motivations
and the moral consequences of their choices.

Chapter
47

Focusing on *Othello*, Larry explores themes of love and jealousy, pushing
prisoners to relate personal experiences to the story’s dynamics and take
responsibility for their emotional responses and decisions.

Chapter
48

In a heartfelt discussion, Larry reveals how Shakespeare has changed his
life, helping him confront his past and empowering him to reclaim agency
over his actions, signifying literature's transformative power.

Chapter
49

The narrator reflects on her early experiences in prison, connecting the risks
of teaching with how literature, specifically Shakespeare, has provided her
insights and a sense of safety amidst chaos.

Chapter
50

In concluding thoughts, the narrator underscores the potential of
Shakespeare to transform lives and facilitate rehabilitation, aiming to foster
substantial societal change and ethical understanding among incarcerated
individuals.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

### Summary of Chapters 51-60

Chapter 51: Doing Life

In year three of his prison tenure, the narrator reflects on life sentences while

preparing a Shakespeare performance with prisoners. He notes the different

circumstances of life sentences: some inmates have the possibility of parole,

while others, like Larry, face life without parole after committing crimes as

juveniles. This contrast underscores the various interpretations of crime and

punishment, with some prisoners being perceived as unsalvageable, raising

questions about rehabilitation. The narrative critiques the hard distinctions

drawn between types of murder and addiction-driven crimes, especially

highlighting Larry's plight as he laments his inability to appeal his life

sentence despite significant personal growth.

Chapter 52: Romeo and Juliet

In 2006, after Larry's "quarantine," he joined a new group tasked with

adapting "Romeo and Juliet" for at-risk teens. He emphasized Shakespeare's

relevance to youth faced with real-life challenges, portraying the bard as a

voice for the marginalized. Larry challenged young audiences to reflect on
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their choices and the fundamental lessons embodied in Shakespeare's works

while drawing parallels between the characters' struggles and their own

lives. A video featuring prisoners introducing the play to teenage audiences

aimed to inspire change, urging them to avoid paths leading to incarceration,

but its efficacy was uncertain.

Chapter 53: Romeo and Juliet for Youth Incarcerated as Adults

The narrator attempts to engage youth incarcerated as adults in the "Romeo

and Juliet" project, soliciting their participation under the guidance of Ken

Gilchrist. However, restrictions prevent interactions between juvenile and

adult offenders. Consequently, the creative team expands their video

message instead. Focusing on themes of peer pressure over romantic love,

they create an adaptation titled "Tybalt Must Die!" where Larry plays the

voice of reason, Benvolio, addressing young audiences with probing

questions that echo their struggles, positioning the work as a powerful

cautionary tale.

Chapter 54: Balance

The narrative transitions to the author's personal stressors stemming from

their work in the prison system, leading them to explore healthier coping

mechanisms. They discover yoga as a means of detox from the intense

environment. A brief attempt to introduce relaxation techniques to inmates
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demonstrates a crucial level of trust between the narrator and prison

participants. Though the yoga session is seen as an oddity, the narrator

learns the importance of maintaining mental and physical balance.

Chapter 55: Tybalt Must Die!

The culminating performance of "Tybalt Must Die!" captivates an audience

that includes families and prison administration. Larry, now connected with

his family through the program and given the opportunity to speak,

articulates how Shakespeare transformed his understanding of life and

personal values. As the production concludes, each actor details their crimes,

collectively imploring the audience to learn from their mistakes. This

poignant moment evokes a powerful emotional response, culminating in a

standing ovation for a cast that represented the harsh realities of their

experiences.

Chapter 56: Killer in the Classroom

The narrator shifts focus back to teaching, revealing insights gained from the

prisoners regarding the early roots of criminal behavior. From the prisoners'

reflections on their childhood misdeeds, an awareness emerges that vital

interventions must occur early in children's lives to prevent future issues.

The presentation "Killer in the Classroom," inspired by these conversations,

resonates deeply with future elementary educators, emphasizing the need for
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sensitivity and proactive engagement with at-risk youth.

Chapter 57: Hands that Kill Can Also…Sew?

The blossoming quilting program at Wabash Valley Correctional Facility

emerges as another avenue for creative expression. Each quilt embodies the

prisoners' artistry and healing while also serving a charitable purpose.

Dustin, a member of the Shakespeare program and a skilled quilter,

exemplifies transformation through artistic pursuits, drawing parallels

between their creations and the narratives they perform, reinforcing the idea

that rehabilitation can flourish through creativity.

Chapter 58: Fears and Phobias

A candid discussion ensues between Larry and the narrator regarding fear,

particularly surrounding his past and his views on the notorious SHU. Larry

reflects on his transformation over the years, noting that while he can

reminisce about his violent past, he feels detached from that mindset now.

Their dialogue evolves to dissect irrational fears, contrasting the unseen

"prisons" that people impose upon themselves with Larry's distinct

experiences, highlighting a juxtaposition between vulnerability and

perceived strength.

Chapter 59: Sociopath or…
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In a reflective exchange, Larry reads his poem to the narrator, grappling with

his identity and asking whether he is a good or bad person. Their dialogue

delves deeply into the complexities of his character, revealing layers of

compassion beneath his past actions. Larry candidly considers the nature of

sociopathy while emphasizing his desire to evolve and better understand

himself beyond his criminal history. He articulates a newfound perspective

that focuses on positive contributions rather than the cycle of violence.

Chapter 60: Socrates

Conversations shift to Larry's aspirations for the future, especially regarding

academic pursuits and his potential impact on others. He expresses

determination to excel while acknowledging the challenges presented by his

life sentence. The narrator draws parallels between Larry's journey and the

philosophical insights of Socrates, exploring the importance of returning to

help others once enlightenment is attained. Larry envisions a future where he

remains engaged in teaching and aiding at-risk communities, solidifying his

innovative role as both learner and guide within the prison system. 

Collectively, these chapters articulate themes of redemption, personal

growth, the power of education, and the intersection of creativity and

rehabilitation within the prison system. The narratives showcase characters

wrestling with their pasts while striving toward meaningful futures,
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challenging societal definitions of identity and reform.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 7 Summary: 7

In the preceding chapters, a captivating exploration unfolds within the walls

 of a correctional facility, focusing on two main narratives interwoven with

philosophical discourse and the transformative power of education. 

Chapter 61: Doing Good for Bad Done

Larry, a passionate and insightful teacher, brings to light the contentious

topic of correctional education. He presents a well-reasoned essay titled

“Doing Good for Bad Done,” which argues against the common belief that

educating criminals merely creates smarter offenders. Larry contends that

education can offer inmates a new perspective and choice, steering them

towards better decisions. He highlights the moral obligation of society to

support rehabilitation rather than punishment, asserting that providing

educational opportunities leads not just to personal growth for inmates but

also reduces crime rates when they re-enter society. Infusing personal

experience into his argument, Larry reflects on his journey from a life of

crime to finding purpose through education, illustrating that meaningful

change is possible even in the most unlikely circumstances. The chapter

culminates with the realization that as the majority of prisoners will

eventually return to society, the question becomes what kind of individuals

they will be, emphasizing the crucial role of education.
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Chapter 62: Correctional Education

The narrative takes a somber turn when the state of Indiana decides to cut

support for higher education programs for inmates, impacting Larry and

countless others. Through the eyes of the narrator, who was involved in

developing a robust prison education program, we grasp the importance of

these initiatives. Despite being praised for the prison’s academic

achievements—including the establishment of a bachelor’s degree

pathway—the abrupt cessation signals a painful setback, forcing both staff

and inmates to reckon with the loss of opportunity and growth.

Chapter 63: “Cool”

Back in the classroom on campus, the impact of the prison program and its

charismatic leader, Larry, reverberates. Students express curiosity about the

program and their professor’s experiences, signifying a growing awareness

and interest in rehabilitation. Despite the challenges of academia, the

narrator is hopeful as they witness the ripple effects of Larry’s work in

inspiring young minds. The narrative celebrates Larry’s thirst for knowledge

and engagement, juxtaposing the prison’s harsh realities with the academic

environment.

Chapter 64: Timeline of Anxiety
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An important turning point occurs as the narrator shares a deeply intimate

conversation with Larry about the night of the murder that changed his life.

Described as a “timeline of anxiety,” Larry’s reflections unveil the

psychological turmoil and instinctual responses that accompany criminal

behavior. This insightful dialogue reveals deeper layers of guilt, remorse,

and the struggle to reconcile past actions, offering a profound understanding

of how circumstances and mental states intertwine with decision-making

during life-altering moments.

Chapter 65: Media Celebrity

The Shakespeare program blossoms into a celebrated success, garnering

attention from numerous media outlets. It highlights the transformative

journey of Larry who, once isolated, now leads the program, embodying

hope for fellow inmates. The positive media coverage demonstrates the

program's ability to reshape perceptions about education in prisons, serving

as a beacon of hope both for incarcerated individuals and the community at

large. Attention from influential figures and institutions suggests a moment

of triumph, emphasizing the significance of narrative in reshaping societal

views on crime and rehabilitation.

Chapter 66: Cell Phone in the Cell

However, just as things seem to be going well, an unexpected twist disrupts
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Larry's progress. He receives a write-up for possessing a cell phone,

resulting in a return to a segregated unit. This setback highlights the fragility

of the progress he had made—a stark reminder of the complexities of life

behind bars. Despite his exemplary behavior, Larry’s dreams come crashing

down, sending him back into an environment that echoes his former

challenges and struggles.

Chapter 67: Back to Seg

While Larry grapples with the consequences of the write-up in the

disciplinary unit, the narrator continues to engage with youth in a different

part of the prison. Despite the apparent divide, Larry's influence looms large

over the program as the group seeks his leadership. The stark separation of

their paths raises questions about the system’s handling of inmates and the

vital role of peer leadership in fostering positive change.

Chapter 68: Remembering the Victims

The narrative shifts to a poignant project that connects incarcerated men

with women who are victims of domestic violence. It encapsulates Larry’s

philosophy that understanding the ramifications of crime is essential for

rehabilitation. Through sustained dialogues, both parties confront painful

memories and foster empathy, creating a transformative experience for all

involved. The endeavor bridges past actions with future accountability,
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demonstrating the profound effects of shared narratives and the potential for

healing and understanding.

Chapter 69: Full Circle

The chapter culminates back at Larry’s cell, depicting a moment of

connection as his professor visits him in segregation. This interaction

signifies the enduring relationship and mutual respect between them. Despite

geographical and situational barriers, the bond remains strong as Larry

continues striving toward redemption. The narrative captures the essence of

hope amidst struggle, reminding readers of the importance of education,

empathy, and the potential for change, no matter the circumstances.

Together, these chapters weave a multifaceted tale of education, philosophy,

rehabilitation, and personal transformation within the complexities of the

criminal justice system, affirming that even in the darkest times, the human

spirit can find paths to light.
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Chapter 8: 8

### Summary of Chapters 70-78

Chapter 70: Tragic Kingdom

In this chapter, Larry faces significant challenges after being charged with

possession of a cell phone, which he insists is not his. Despite this setback,

he uses his time in solitary confinement creatively, producing an ambitious

workbook that covers Shakespeare’s history plays. This lengthy work—a

remarkable achievement—is significant not only for its size but for its

original content, as it represents Larry’s insights and reflections rather than

the scholarship often found in academic texts. He draws parallels between

the struggles of Shakespeare’s characters, particularly King Richard II, and

the experiences of incarcerated individuals, emphasizing the innate human

desires for dignity and belonging. The workbook serves as both a challenge

and an opportunity for prisoners to reflect deeply on their lives, prompting

questions of identity and character that can lead to transformative insights.

Chapter 71: "Stay Strong"
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The narrative transitions to a frigid January day in 2010, marking the

beginning of the narrator's second decade at the prison. Anticipating a

collaborative project with Larry for the Special Needs Unit, which houses

the criminally insane, the narrator remains optimistic despite her husband's

and Larry's concerns for her safety. However, upon arrival, she learns that

Larry has been transferred back to Westville Correctional Facility—an

environment she fears could negatively affect him. This development leaves

her anxious, as weeks pass without communication from Larry, intensifying

her worry about his well-being, which ultimately reflects her deep caring for

him.

Chapter 72: Closing Doors

Returning to the classroom, the narrator senses something is amiss when the

usual order of the prison is disrupted by a fight. The atmosphere turns tense,

and the lack of officers in the building fills her with an unfamiliar fear. As

an alarm sounds and chaos ensues, she is barred from exiting in her usual

way and finds herself lost within the prison’s confines, escalating her

anxiety. The chapter explores her dread of violence and reflects her

subconscious fears about the unpredictable environment of the prison.

Chapter 73: The Letter
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After a prolonged silence, Larry’s letter finally arrives, detailing the harsh

conditions he faced upon his transfer, including being placed in a

disciplinary observation cell. His humorous take on a particularly unpleasant

week—surrounded by spiders—highlights both his resilience and his

compassion for fellow inmates. Despite his circumstances, Larry remains

committed to the intellectual pursuit fostered through their correspondence,

indicating that he will resume his Shakespeare work. His closing words,

urging the narrator to "stay strong," indicate his determination to remain

positive amid adversity.

Chapter 74: Powering Through with Shakespeare

Following up on his previous letter, Larry updates the narrator daily about

his struggles in his new environment filled with frequent lockdowns and

shakedowns. He documents his fight against despair in light of frequent

relocations, asserting the importance of continuing their Shakespeare work

for his mental health. The connection to Shakespeare becomes a means for

him to cope with the unpredictability of prison life. Larry expresses a strong

desire not to let the narrator down and emphasizes the vital role she plays in

his life as his only friend.

Chapter 75: Revelation
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Larry’s subsequent letter reveals the mental and emotional toll that constant

harassment and lack of stability have on him. He acknowledges his

frustrations but shows resilience, concluding that his experiences will aid in

his growth. Crucially, he reflects on a serious question the narrator posed

earlier, finally declaring, “I will never kill again,” signifying his

commitment to change and personal growth.

Chapter 76: Footprint in the World

Larry completes a comprehensive guide to Shakespeare’s works, which

serves as both his legacy and an indictment of the brutal conditions he

endured while creating it. Through his writing, he emphasizes personal

evolution through Shakespeare, advocating for readers to delve into their

identities detached from societal labels. This work encapsulates the

overarching theme of resilience through creativity, illustrating how

Shakespeare provides a pathway for growth even within the confines of

prison.

Chapter 77: Mother’s Day
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The chapter reveals a personal moment where Larry reflects on familial

connections during a conversation about the narrator's family reunion. He

shares his appreciation of family relationships, highlighting a stark contrast

to his own experience in prison. This deeper connection culminates in a

Mother’s Day card, symbolizing the bond that has developed between them

amid their unconventional friendship dynamics.

Chapter 78: Five Steps

In this reflective chapter, the narrator juxtaposes her freedom with Larry’s

confinement while considering her own “prisons” of thought and experience.

The imagery of her walking barefoot on the beach encapsulates her

liberation, contrasting sharply with Larry’s memories of concrete and

confinement. It serves as a metaphor for both their struggles and the paths

towards personal growth, ultimately capturing the essence of Larry’s journey

towards breaking free from self-destructive patterns of thinking. As she

embraces the open possibilities of life, she recognizes the universal nature of

confinement, noting that liberation comes in many forms. 

### Conclusion

Across these chapters, the narrative illustrates themes of resilience, the

power of creativity, and the search for identity amidst the challenges of
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incarceration. Larry’s evolution through Shakespeare’s works serves as a

beacon of hope and transformation, emphasizing that even in the face of

adversity, there exists a path toward personal redemption and

self-understanding.
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