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Slammed Summary
Love, loss, and finding strength through poetry.

Written by Books1
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About the book

In "Slammed," Colleen Hoover invites readers into a poignant exploration of

love, loss, and the healing power of poetry, as she follows the transformative

journey of 18-year-old Layken, who believes she has everything figured out

until the sudden death of her father reshapes her world. With her mother and

younger brother moving to a new town, Layken faces the harsh realities of

adulthood too soon, only to find solace—and unexpected romance—with her

charming neighbor, Will. As they navigate the complexities of their families

and the aching grief that binds them, Hoover masterfully weaves together

heartbreak and hope, challenging readers to confront their own feelings and

discover that sometimes, the power to overcome struggles lies in the pages

of a heartfelt verse. Experience the raw emotions, powerful connections, and

the resilience of love that will resonate long after the last page is turned.
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About the author

Colleen Hoover is a bestselling author renowned for her compelling

storytelling and emotionally charged narratives that resonate deeply with

readers worldwide. She burst onto the literary scene with her debut novel,

"Slammed," which was released in 2012 and quickly gained popularity,

setting the stage for a prolific writing career. Hoover's background in social

work provides her with unique insights into the human experience, which

she skillfully weaves into her novels that often explore themes of love, loss,

and personal growth. With numerous accolades and a dedicated fanbase,

Colleen Hoover continues to captivate audiences with her relatable

characters and poignant plots, making her one of the most prominent voices

in contemporary romance literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

Chapter One Summary 

In the wake of their father's death six months prior, Layken and her

nine-year-old brother, Kel, face the difficult reality of leaving their

childhood home in Texas. With their single mother struggling financially,

the family relocates to Ypsilanti, Michigan, a drastic change that Layken

resists. Her mother, Julia, has secured a better-paying job after their father's

passing, pushing them to adapt to a new life.

Layken reflects on the bittersweet memories in their Texas home, especially

her father's comforting nature and sense of humor. During her final

walkthrough of the house, she discovers a purple hair clip that reminds her

of a cherished childhood moment with their father. Though she is physically

similar to her mother, Layken's personality and interests mirror her father,

deepening her sense of loss.

As they endure the long drive to Michigan, Layken struggles with her anger

and resentment about the move, observing how easily Kel seems to adapt.

Upon arriving, she feels overwhelmed by their new, smaller home, which

lacks the warmth and familiarity of their previous life.
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When Kel quickly befriends a neighborhood boy named Caulder, Layken

envies his ability to embrace change. While unpacking, she interacts

awkwardly with a handsome older boy named Will, Caulder’s brother. Their

banter and initial touches evoke a sense of tension and chemistry that

Layken finds hard to ignore, yet she simultaneously grapples with her grief.

Despite her reluctance to embrace her new life, Layken finds herself drawn

to Will, who offers subtle gestures of kindness and assistance. Their light

flirtation continues as they bond further during a grocery store trip, where

Will’s playful nature and warmth provide Layken with rare moments of joy

amid her sadness.

As they return home, Will gently kisses her forehead, leaving Layken

stunned. Her mother, witnessing the interaction, hints at approval while

teasing Layken about her attraction to Will. The chapter closes with Will

asking Layken out on a date before he leaves for a family trip, marking the

start of a new chapter in her life amid profound loss.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapter Two, the protagonist, Lake, prepares for what seems to be an

 important date with Will, a boy she hasn’t known for long. Her excitement

is tinged with nervousness as she rummages through her clothes and

considers her mom’s well-meaning—if somewhat awkward—advice about

dating. This reflection leads to a poignant moment between them as Lake’s

mother reveals how her own experiences with love and loss have shaped her

views on relationships since her husband's death.

Lake, feeling the weight of her mother’s sadness yet longing for connection,

asks her about meeting Lake’s father at a young age. This conversation

unfolds into a sincere exchange of wisdom where Lake’s mother offers three

crucial questions about relationships that every woman should be able to

affirm: Does he treat you with respect? If he stays the same, would you still

want to marry him? Does he inspire you to be a better person? Lake realizes

the depth of her mother's understanding, grounded in her own life

experiences.

As the evening approaches, Will arrives and surprises Lake with a casual

demeanor that includes a spontaneous meal of grilled cheese sandwiches.

Their easy banter reveals a budding chemistry between them, and they

engage in a playful game called “would you rather,” highlighting both their

contrasting senses of humor and building a natural rapport.
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Their date takes an unexpected turn when they arrive at Club N9NE for a

slam poetry event. Will explains the concept as a place where people express

themselves through performance poetry. Thrilled yet nervous, Lake is

captivated by the raw emotional power of the poets on stage. The first

performer resonates deeply with them both, evoking tears and prompting a

vulnerable moment between Lake and Will—a connection that amplifies

their feelings for one another.

Eventually, Will (pressured by Lake) decides to perform his poem titled

"Death," which lays bare his struggles with loss and the realities of life. His

heartfelt performance leaves Lake moved, deepening her admiration for him.

As he steps off stage, Lake grapples with her emotions, feeling drawn to him

in a profound way. The evening culminates in a tender moment where they

embrace, share soft kisses, and express their growing feelings for each other.

When the night comes to a close, Will drives Lake home, further solidifying

their connection with intimate exchanges. As they part, the promise of

seeing each other again hangs in the air, underscoring how quickly their

relationship has developed—something that takes Lake by surprise but fills

her with hope. The chapter closes with Lake returning home, her mother

teasingly inquiring about the date, while Lake reflects on how much she has

come to love Michigan and the person she is becoming with Will by her

side.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of asking the right questions in

relationships.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the brink of a new

connection, heart racing, excitement bubbling beneath the surface. In

this moment, you can feel the gravity of your own experiences

mirroring Lake’s realization about the relevance of her mother’s

wisdom. When you pause, you understand that the right questions can

be a guiding light in the maze of love. 'Does he treat you with respect?

Would you still want to marry him if he never changed? Does he

inspire you to be better?' These inquiries are not just about the other

person; they challenge you to introspect, to prioritize your own worth

and growth within the relationship. Just as Lake is inspired to embrace

her identity through Will, you too can navigate your bonds with clarity

and confidence, ensuring that each connection nurtures your soul and

elevates your being.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 3 Summary: 

### Chapter Three Summary

The chapter opens with the protagonist, Layken, feeling nervous about her

first day at a new school. Living in Texas, she was accustomed to a small,

close-knit school environment, but now she faces the overwhelming

dynamics of a large high school in a new area. After shopping for

appropriate winter clothing with her mother the previous weekend, she is

ready but anxious about fitting in.

Layken is responsible for taking her younger brother, Kel, to his elementary

school before heading to her own. Their previous school in Texas was small

enough for them to attend together, and Layken struggles to navigate the

complexities of a new district with numerous schools. Once at the high

school, she feels invisible amidst the bustling crowd of students, contrasting

her expectations of a dramatic arrival common in movies.

During her morning classes, Layken's mind is preoccupied with thoughts of

Will, the boy she cares for, as she counts down the hours until they can

reunite. Her first encounter in class is with Eddie, a spirited classmate who

starkly contrasts Layken's anxious demeanor. Eddie's bold and eclectic

personality quickly draws Layken into a budding friendship, showcasing the
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potential for connection in this new environment. Eddie provides Layken

with her contact information and encourages her to switch lunch periods to

be with her, offering a sense of camaraderie amidst the unfamiliarity.

After receiving a new schedule from the school’s administration, Layken

finds herself lost in the maze of hallways. As she struggles to adapt, she

encounters Will, but their interaction takes an unexpected turn. Initially

overjoyed to see him, she is soon confronted with a harsh reality: Will is

actually a teacher at the school, which complicates her feelings and their

relationship.

Their conversation reveals a startling gap in communication. Layken, still

very much a high school student, feels vulnerable and blindsided by the

revelation of Will's professional role and the implications it carries. The

chapter closes on an emotional note, with Layken grappling with her

feelings of disappointment and confusion as Will struggles to reconcile his

responsibilities with their unexpected connection. 

Overall, this chapter skillfully uses Layken's first day to explore themes of

loneliness, the challenges of new beginnings, and the uncertainty that comes

with unexpected relationships.
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Chapter 4: 

Chapter Four delves into the emotional turbulence experienced by Layken as

 she navigates the shocking revelation that Will, the boy she was falling for,

is actually her teacher. The chapter begins with Layken feeling overwhelmed

and confused after their encounter in the school hallway. “How did the fact

that you’re a teacher not come up?” she wonders, grappling with the

implications of their relationship.

Will acknowledges a misunderstanding but insists they need to discuss it

later, emphasizing the delicate nature of their situation. When a classmate,

Javier, makes an inappropriate comment about Layken’s looks, Will’s

protective instincts emerge, revealing a deeper connection to his role as a

teacher. The tension in the classroom comes to a head, but Will manages to

restore some order as he introduces Layken in front of the class.

As Layken struggles to focus during her first class, she finds herself rattled

by the very presence of Will, her feelings for him colliding with the reality

of their circumstances. The atmosphere intensifies with awkward moments

as Wil prompts her presence while minimizing the strain of her new status as

a student in his class. After the class, she avoids social interaction, feeling

the weight of her emotions and the confusion surrounding her feelings for

Will. 
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Throughout the day, Layken finds solace in solitude, retreating to a

bathroom stall where she reflects on her turbulent experiences after losing

her father and moving to a new state with her younger brother, Kel. She

contemplates how she has tried to support Kel as they both grieved their

father’s death, a bond that has only intensified her protective instincts

toward him.

After school, Layken's emotional struggle becomes unbearable, leading her

to breakdown in her car, subsequently finding herself confronted by Will

when he unexpectedly enters the passenger seat. Their conversation starts

with an acknowledgment of the uncertainty and guilt surrounding their

connection. Will expresses remorse—their relationship seems to be drenched

in complication. They both realize their attraction is more than just a fleeting

romance, which brings them to an emotional crossroad.

Will explains his circumstances, shedding light on his life as a student

teacher and the challenges he faces after the loss of his parents. Despite their

mutual feelings, they understand the gravity of their situation, with Will

adamantly stating they shouldn’t pursue a relationship because of his

position. Layken, overwhelmed by the realization that they cannot continue

as they are, feels anger boiling up inside her. Will suggests that she

withdraw from his class to minimize the complications, intensifying her

feelings of betrayal and frustration. Their exchange escalates into a

confrontation, where Layken feels the sting of impending loss, mirroring the
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deeper grief she has been navigating since her father's death.

Ultimately, she retreats to her room, where she finds comfort in an old hair

clip given to her by her father. However, as she seeks solace, the pain of her

reality clashes with the nostalgic memories, leaving her feeling lost and

broken. The chapter ends with her falling into a restless sleep, indicating that

the emotional wounds are far from healed despite her attempts to find solace

in small remnants from her past.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

Chapter Five Summary

As the snow falls again over Michigan, the protagonist struggles with the

weight of her emotions, feeling drained from a sleepless night filled with

tears. She sips coffee at the kitchen bar, anticipating a challenging day

ahead. Her younger brother, Kel, enters, still in pajamas and ready for

another day at school. Their conversation reveals the pressures Kel faces in

fourth grade, as well as the recent arrival of their family's belongings, with

unsaid implications of guilt aimed at the narrator for not helping more.

Sensing the tension, she sends Kel off to get dressed as they prepare for his

school drop-off.

Upon arriving at the school, the protagonist heads to the administration

office to change her class schedule from a popular Poetry elective to the less

appealing Russian Literature. Her exchange with Mrs. Alex indicates her

stubbornness about wanting to distance herself from Will, the teacher who

causes her discomfort, although she grapples with the challenge of fully

severing ties. As she approaches Will's classroom, she encounters him

unexpectedly, leading to awkwardness when she attempts to forge his

signature for the class switch. Will's presence makes her hesitate, and they

engage in a tense conversation about their teacher-student dynamic while he
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ultimately refuses to sign the transfer form, making her realize she is not

ready to leave poetry behind.

In her second-period class, Eddie, a fellow student, and new friend, teases

her for disappearing earlier, introducing Gavin, Eddie's boyfriend, who is

charming in his playful banter. Mr. Hanushek, the teacher, begins a chapter

test, and while the class drags on in silence, the protagonist contemplates her

complicated feelings about Will. Their paths cross again during Will's class,

where he emphasizes the importance of performance poetry, prompting a

brave but nervous display as he recites an intense piece that captivates the

students, leaving the protagonist speechless. This moment deepens her

conflict, as she admires his talent while feeling the weight of their

complicated circumstances pressing down on her.

At lunch, the protagonist struggles with feelings of inadequacy as Eddie

includes her in their friend group. These interactions serve to highlight her

transition to this new life, where she slowly begins to feel accepted, though

she maintains her silence about her feelings for Will. As the school week

draws to a close, she navigates her emotions, enjoying a semblance of

normalcy despite the underlying tension with Will.

When her mother comes home, however, the situation escalates. After

overhearing an indirect mention of Will from her brother Caulder, her

mother confronts the protagonist about her relationship with him, revealing
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mounting tension as they both realize the precarious nature of their situation.

The consequences of their connection loom large, as her mother demands

boundaries and emphasizes the risks involved for both Will's career and her

daughter's reputation.

The chapter closes with the protagonist caught between the conflicting

desires of family loyalty, romantic feelings, and the harsh reality of their

respective situations, leaving her feeling isolated and struggling to find her

way. Her mother's critical voice echoes in the background, emphasizing the

need for careful navigation of her emotions amid the chaos of their

intertwined lives. As she navigates this complex relationship, she finds small

moments of refuge in interactions with her brother and the mundane

comforts of home.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

### Chapter Six Summary

In the three weeks following the chilling incident with the snowman, Lake

struggles to navigate her isolation in Michigan and the aftermath of her

relationship with Will, her poetry teacher. Will has gone cold—avoiding her

altogether—leaving Lake to feel unmoored and increasingly alone. Her

attempts to distract herself from this painful reality are in vain, and although

her friend Eddie pushes her to consider other romantic options, Lake

remains steadfastly uninterested in anyone but Will.

Any attempts at connection with Will become convoluted, punctuated with

Lake's desire to provoke jealousy in him by giving Nick more attention,

despite knowing that it could lead to misunderstandings. Nick, who has

taken Eddie’s place in Will's classroom, lightens the atmosphere with his

incessant Chuck Norris jokes. Yet, with Will in the room, Lake finds it hard

to concentrate, constantly distracted by her feelings for him.

Will assigns the class to create poems for an upcoming slam competition,

which adds pressure to Lake's already fraught emotions. As she sits through

the lesson, she grapples with writer's block—a reflection of her internal

turmoil. She wants to write about the emotional chaos Will stirs within her,
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yet the thought of him is too raw, too painful to articulate. Instead, she

merely writes her name on the page.

After class, Lake’s day takes an unexpected turn when her jeep doesn’t start.

In an act of surprising kindness, Will steps in to help. They share an

uncomfortable interaction where real feelings bubble to the surface,

revealing the complexity of their connection and the burdens they both

carry. Will expresses that working with Lake complicates his high school

job, while Lake is frustrated by Will’s insistence that their relationship has

to remain strictly professional.

Later that evening, while looking for her brother Caulder alongside Will, a

panic sets in when they can't find the boys. When they finally locate Caulder

and Kel sleeping in Will's car, relief washes over them. The moment offers a

brief respite of camaraderie, but it quickly unravels as Will reveals he fixed

Lake's jeep— a gesture that brings mixed feelings of gratitude and

dependence. 

As they settle onto the couch at Will's house, Lake musters the courage to

declare her feelings, urging him to acknowledge their connection. But Will,

torn between his responsibilities as a caretaker and the undeniable attraction

he feels, adamantly insists that they cannot pursue anything further. In a

heated exchange, he tells her she should not want him, leaving Lake feeling

rejected and heartbroken.
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After a moment of heated passion, where they almost succumb to their

feelings, Will panics and pushes away, reiterating that it cannot happen

again, leaving Lake feeling distraught and angry at his refusal to

acknowledge their emotional bond. 

As she returns home, her emotions spill onto the page—finally transforming

her pain into the poetry she struggled to write. In her tears, she finds the

inspiration she longed for, encapsulating the turmoil of unrequited love and

longing as she grapples with a frustrating mix of affection and the painful

reality of their situation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace vulnerability in expressing emotions.

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter Six of 'Slammed,' Lake's struggle to

articulate her feelings for Will serves as a poignant reminder of the

importance of vulnerability in our lives. When faced with emotional

turmoil, it’s easy to retreat and suppress our true feelings, but like

Lake, we discover that the act of confronting and expressing our

emotions can lead to profound self-discovery and creativity. Allowing

ourselves to be vulnerable can not only foster deeper connections with

others but also unlock our inner strength, as we transition pain into

powerful expressions of art or conversation.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In Chapter Seven, the protagonist, Layken, reflects on the stages of grief as

 outlined by Elizabeth Kubler Ross, particularly following the traumatic loss

of her father. During a psychology class in Texas, she receives devastating

news from Principal Bass that her father has died, sending her into a state of

denial alongside her mother. This experience sets the stage for the emotional

turmoil she faces as she navigates her life in Ypsilanti, including her

complicated feelings towards her teacher, Will Cooper.

As the chapter unfolds, we see Gavin, a classmate, prepare to recite a

heartfelt poem about love and commitment, which culminates in a marriage

proposal to his girlfriend, Eddie. Layken, on the other hand, is grappling

with her anger and resentment, particularly towards Will, who seems

oblivious to her presence while focusing on his notes. The tension between

them is palpable, exacerbated by a romantic encounter from the previous

night that she desperately tries to forget.

When it’s Layken's turn to present her poem, she boldly expresses her

feelings about the word "mean," listing various synonyms to emphasize her

frustration with Will’s mixed signals about their relationship. The response

from her classmates varies, but it only adds to the underlying tension

between her and Will, who looks visibly uncomfortable.
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After class, Layken avoids discussing her date with Nick, which she

reluctantly agrees to, while feeling Will’s presence looming over her. A

lunch conversation reveals the complexities of her internal conflict,

especially as Will confronts her about her use of crude language in class.

Their interaction spirals into a heated confrontation, revealing how poorly

they communicate and the emotional games they play.

Later, Layken overhears her mother discussing a new romantic interest over

the phone, shattering her beliefs about her mother’s grief process and pulling

her back into angry denial. This leads her to reflect on her own feelings of

abandonment and betrayal as she witnesses her mother moving on so soon

after her father's death.

As Layken navigates the fallout from both her father’s death and her fraught

relationship with Will, she finds solace with Eddie, her potential best friend.

Eddie’s candid story about her upbringing in foster care adds depth to their

budding friendship, showcasing a stark contrast to Layken's privileged but

painful past. Sharing their experiences creates a bond, hinting at the potential

for Layken to move forward with friendship and healing, despite her

turbulent feelings towards Will. 

This chapter beautifully intertwines themes of grief, anger, and the

complexity of friendships, setting the stage for Layken’s journey to

acceptance and personal growth in the face of her struggles.
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Chapter 8: 

### Chapter Eight Summary 

The chapter begins with Lake, a teenage girl, feeling concerned about her

mother’s absence. After asking her little brother Kel about their mother’s

whereabouts, she learns that she just dropped them off and would be back in

a few hours. Frustrated with Kel's evasive responses about their mother’s

plans, which involve ordering pizza, Lake resolves to investigate her

mother’s room for any clues about her secretive behavior. 

Lake’s search reveals a poem addressed to someone named Julia, written by

an unknown man, which disturbs her. The poem’s awkward language and

intimate sentiments fuel her dislike for this mystery figure. After ordering

pizza for her family, her mother arrives, and Lake provides an awkward

exchange where her displeasure is evident. The domestic tension culminates

in her leaving the room, highlighting Lake's struggle with her mother’s new

relationship—a topic that seems to loom over their household.

The narrative shifts to the following morning when Lake wakes up late due

to a power outage, prompting a rush to get herself and Kel ready for school.

They discover that Will, her neighbor, is also running late. Will is deeply

engaged in preparing for a conference, showing a glimpse of his hectic life.
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Lake helps get Will’s younger brother, Caulder, ready for school, providing

a sense of connection between her and Will’s family—even as she grapples

with her complicated feelings toward him.

At school, Lake experiences an awkward yet humorous interaction with her

friends over her late arrival and the absence of her makeup, revealing her

usual urge to maintain her appearance. Will’s earlier frantic state is

contrasted with a moment of playful banter about his drive to school,

indicating a growing camaraderie between them. 

During lunch, Lake is surrounded by Nick, Gavin, and Eddie—friends who

bring a lighthearted atmosphere. Their conversation revolves around silly

childhood stories, providing comic relief and a welcome distraction from

Lake’s earlier turmoil. Eddie shares her own story of accidentally hitting

Gavin with her car, a humorous anecdote which lightens the mood and

reinforces their bond. 

The chapter closes as the group heads to a slam poetry event, where Eddie

plans to perform. Discussion shifts from the poetry slam to revealing more

about Will’s past, specifically the painful breakup with his high school

girlfriend, Vaughn, following the tragic loss of his parents. This insight into

Will’s life gives Lake a more profound understanding of his character and

his fears regarding intimacy. The mention of Will's hardships resonates

deeply with Lake as she reflects on her own tumultuous family dynamics.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


As the chapter concludes, Lake grapples with her emotions, feeling a mix of

sadness and understanding, while Eddie offers her support through a small

gesture, symbolizing their friendship during challenging times.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

In Chapter Nine, the narrative follows Layken as she attends a local

 performance venue alongside her friends Eddie, Nick, and Gavin. As they

enter, Layken searches for Will among the performers, feeling a mix of

anxiety and anticipation. Eddie, observing Layken's subdued demeanor,

insists on pulling her into the bathroom for a makeover to boost her spirits.

Eddie, skilled in makeup from caring for her many siblings, transforms

Layken, highlighting her beauty and evoking a nostalgic resemblance to her

mother. This transformation gives Layken a newfound confidence.

When they return to their table, Layken’s excitement turns to dread as she

notices Will sitting with Javi, prompting a moment of tension. Eddie

attempts to ease Layken's worries, affirming that the tension between her

and Will is observable, even if Layken denies it. As they settle in, Javi

compliments Layken, while Gavin and Eddie share a sweet moment,

showcasing the close bond within their group.

Eddie is the next performer on stage and captivates the audience with a

powerful poem titled "Pink Balloon," which reflects her struggles and

childhood experiences in foster care. The poem unfolds through the voice of

a young girl, Olivia, who joyfully receives a pink balloon from her mother,

only to have it snatched away during a harsh confrontation. Eddie’s poignant

performance resonates deeply, earning her a standing ovation, and she
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exudes joy upon returning to the table.

As the evening progresses and the performances continue, the atmosphere

lightens with laughter and camaraderie, particularly when Gavin shares a

humorous story about Will’s high school prank war. This moment allows

Layken to see a more playful side of Will, fostering a reconnection between

them.

However, the mood shifts as the night draws to a close. Nick expresses

feeling unwell, leading Eddie to suggest they head home. Will offers to take

care of Layken’s younger brother, Kel, further demonstrating his willingness

to be part of her life.

Once back home, Layken is confronted by her mother, who hints at a family

dinner intended to introduce a new partner in their lives. Experiencing a rush

of emotions, Layken feels the sting of being uprooted from Texas and

betrayed by her mother's secrecy regarding their financial stability; they had

not actually sold their house as she had been led to believe.

As Layken processes her anger and frustration, the tension culminates in a

confrontation with her mother, where Layken reveals her knowledge of the

truth about their situation. Feeling suffocated, she decides to escape to

Eddie’s car, breaking down in tears as they drive away.
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Eddie and Gavin, compassionate friends, take Layken to a pizzeria in an

attempt to comfort her. Although she feels guilty for intruding on their date,

they reassure her that she's welcome and needed in their company. Layken

turns off her phone to avoid her mother’s calls, recognizing the need to

momentarily distance herself from the turmoil at home. 

Finally, the trio heads to the movies, a small reprieve from the emotional

chaos in Layken’s life, symbolizing her longing for normalcy amidst change.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

Chapter Ten Summary

The chapter opens with Layken returning home after a tumultuous day. She

is mentally preparing herself for a confrontation with her mother, who has

been acting strangely since the death of Layken's father. As she steps inside

the house, she finds her mother on the couch, who unexpectedly envelops

her in an emotional embrace, expressing remorse for not disclosing a

significant truth. Layken is taken aback, expecting to face anger but instead

is met with tears.

Her mother's apology raises alarm bells in Layken’s mind. It turns out that

rather than comforting her, her mother has been hiding something

monumental. A confrontation ensues when Layken angrily questions her

mother about a mysterious poem found in her nightstand, suspicious bank

statements, and their abrupt move to Michigan. In desperation for answers,

Layken is astounded when her mother reveals that she has lung cancer, a

secret they had been meaning to disclose before her father's death.

The revelation sends Layken spiraling into a mix of emotions—denial,

anger, and sorrow—as she struggles to comprehend the gravity of her

mother's illness. Her mother explains that she delayed telling Layken and her
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brother, Kel, about her diagnosis, feeling it was too painful in light of recent

events. She had moved to Michigan to be closer to her friend Brenda, who

promised to help care for her. The harsh reality of her mother's illness roots

Layken in despair, leading her to leave the house in an emotional daze.

In a moment of desperation, she finds herself at Will’s door at midnight,

seeking solace. Will, having seen the distress etched on her face, instantly

offers comfort without needing to ask questions. As Layken breaks down,

pouring out her grief, Will supports her, providing a safe space for her to

discharge the sorrow and fear of losing her mother.

The chapter concludes with Layken finding some temporary refuge in Will's

arms, as he offers her love and comfort during this overwhelming moment in

her life. The night is a blend of emotional turmoil and the warmth of human

connection, emphasizing Layken’s urgent need for support as she grapples

with the impending loss of her mother.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of seeking support during difficult times

Critical Interpretation: In moments of despair and emotional pain, like

Layken's heartbreaking revelation about her mother's illness, the act of

reaching out for support becomes a lifeline. This chapter highlights

how vulnerability can lead to deeper connections, showing that it's

okay to lean on others when facing life's challenges. Embracing this

truth in your own life can inspire you to seek out friends or loved ones

during tough times, allowing their warmth and understanding to help

navigate through your sorrow and fears, reminding you that you are

never truly alone.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

### Chapter Eleven Summary

As the chapter opens, the protagonist, Layken, awakens in an unfamiliar

room, the weight of her troubling circumstances crashing in on her.

Confusion sets in as she realizes she is in Will's house, a clear indication that

she's grappling with something significant. Will attempts to rouse her gently,

revealing the time—1:30 PM—indicating that she's missed the morning.

After a quick visit to the bathroom, Layken joins Will for coffee, enjoying a

brief moment of comfort and silence before their conversation takes a

serious turn.

Will announces he is taking his younger brothers, Kel and Caulder, to a

matinee and subtly pressures Layken to speak with her mother, who is just

across the street in their home. Despite her reluctance and lingering anger

toward her mother for personal troubles she cannot fully comprehend,

Layken knows she must confront her feelings. The gnome in Will's yard,

with its broken red hat and cheeky expression, becomes a metaphor for her

internal struggle as it seems to mock her fear of facing her mother.

Just then, Eddie, Layken's friend, arrives, noticeably concerned about

Layken’s well-being and eager to learn about the distressing situation with
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Layken's mother. After a brief exchange, Layken reveals that her mother is

sick—not in a relationship as she initially suspected, but battling cancer.

This news is staggering for both girls, and Eddie's support turns quickly to

practicality as she encourages Layken to face the harsh reality waiting just

across the street.

Their conversation shifts toward Layken’s complicated relationship with

Will, laden with teenage excitement and the reality of their age difference.

Although they briefly reminisce about a kiss that Layken describes as the

best night of her life, the weight of their situation dampens the mood.

Eddie’s investigative curiosity leads to playful questions about the romance,

culminating in light-hearted banter about Will’s attractiveness.

Eddie’s insistence that they confront Layken’s mother crystallizes the

urgency of the moment. Together, they make their way to the door,

embodying the support and friendship that Layken desperately needs as she

braces herself to address the undeniable challenges ahead. This chapter

constructs a pivotal scene of transition, as Layken transitions from a

comforting cocoon to the harsh reality of her mother’s illness and her own

emotions. The blend of humor, concern, and teenage angst weaves through

the narrative, underscoring the complexity of relationships amidst crisis.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter Twelve, the tension between Layken and her mother, Julia,

 intensifies as Layken grapples with the devastating news of her mother’s

lung cancer diagnosis. The chapter opens with Layken’s spirited friend

Eddie showing up unexpectedly to take charge of the situation. Eddie’s

exuberance contrasts sharply with the gravity of the conversation that

unfolds between Layken and her mother. After Eddie unceremoniously

introduces herself, she leaves abruptly, prompting an uncomfortable silence

between mother and daughter.

Layken, burdened by concern and frustration, musters the courage to

confront her mother. The conversation quickly turns somber as Julia

explains her battle with small cell lung cancer, which has metastasized,

leaving her with a limited prognosis. Layken is initially stunned, struggling

to process her mother's condition while dealing with the aftermath of her

father's death. Julia shares that they had planned to move to Michigan for

treatment before Layken's father died, but her mother's diagnosis worsened

as she delayed seeking treatment due to grief and denial.

After their heart-wrenching discussion, Layken’s emotions reach a boiling

point when Julia mentions needing to arrange for her brother Kel's

guardianship with Brenda, a family friend. Overwhelmed by anger and

protectiveness, Layken reacts vehemently, refusing to accept the idea of
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someone else raising her brother. The confrontation escalates, leading to a

painful shouting match that ends with Layken storming out, feeling utterly

helpless and lost.

In the aftermath, Layken returns to Will's house, where she finds solace in

cleaning and tidying up while indulging in music from The Avett Brothers,

revealing a side of her that seeks control amidst chaos. Her cleaning spree

reflects her need for distraction from the grief surrounding her family

situation. Will unexpectedly arrives home with his younger brother Caulder

and witnesses Layken's frantic activities.

An unexpected act of playfulness from Will results in a humorous but

intense moment where he douses Layken with water, pushing her into the

shower to help her calm down. This confrontation serves as a turning point

for their relationship; while initially frustrated, Layken begins to perceive

Will as a genuine friend who cares for her well-being.

The chapter concludes with the two lying on the floor, sharing a moment of

quiet companionship, before Eddie's arrival disrupts the scene. She scolds

Layken for neglecting her messages, revealing the deep bond and support

system they share while also hinting at complications arising from Layken's

emotional turmoil. As Layken contemplates her mother’s declining health

and her own responsibilities towards her brother, she finds herself entrapped

in the conflicting demands of family duty and her own desires for freedom.
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Ultimately, Chapter Twelve illustrates the complexities of Layken's new life,

marked by grief, responsibility, and the search for stability in a time of

upheaval.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

Chapter Thirteen Summary

The chapter begins on a tense Monday morning in class, where Nick

attempts to lighten the mood with another Chuck Norris joke, but Layken,

feeling unwell, is not receptive. The mood shifts when Will, their teacher,

arrives and surprises the class with a new assignment: a collection of poems

written by students, including Eddie’s poem about a pink balloon. Will

instructs the class to read and score the poems on a scale from zero to ten,

emphasizing that honesty is key.

Layken feels uneasy about the assignment, questioning its purpose, but Will

cryptically suggests she hold her questions until later. He hands out

detention slips, first to Eddie and then to Layken, which they both find

frustrating but amusing. As students finish scoring the poems, Will collects

the papers and, rather dramatically, discards the scores, emphasizing that the

value of poetry lies not in numbers, but in the soul each writer puts into their

work. This revelation resonates with the class, creating a moment of

introspection that lingers even after the bell rings.

After class, Eddie playfully mocks Will as they exit, not fully aware of the

gravity of the situation regarding their detention. During lunch, the friends
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discuss Will’s unexpected punishment and speculate on whether it relates to

their earlier absences from class. Their conversation lightens with humor,

but a sense of underlying tension remains as they wonder about Will’s true

intentions.

When Eddie and Layken arrive for detention at 3:30 PM, they bring their

humorous banter with them, attempting to alleviate the seriousness of the

situation. However, Will's demeanor is grave as he confronts them about the

information Eddie possesses regarding the night she and Layken spent at his

house. He is anxious about the potential ramifications of that knowledge on

his career and personal life.

As the conversation progresses, Will reveals a deeply personal story about

his younger brother, Caulder, who survived a tragic accident that took their

mother’s life. The revelation brings the tone of the room down as Will

shares the emotional burden he carries and his struggles in deciding to raise

Caulder after the incident. His raw vulnerability highlights the weight of his

dual roles as a teacher and guardian, making clear why he is reluctant to let

anything compromise his ability to provide for Caulder.

Layken and Eddie, moved by Will’s story, empathize with the gravity of his

situation, realizing the stakes involved. When Will leaves, the two friends

share a moment of solidarity, recognizing the complexities of their own

feelings towards him. Eddie's lighthearted remark about falling in love with
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Will brings a moment of levity amidst their emotional turmoil as they wait

out their detention, reflecting on the complexities of their relationships with

their teacher and friend. 

This chapter not only advances the plot through the introduction of conflicts

involving teacher-student relationships but also deepens character

development, revealing the personal struggles each character faces.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 14 Summary: 

### Chapter Fourteen Summary

In this chapter, we delve deeper into Layken's past relationships and the

complicated emotions surrounding love and intimacy. Layken reflects on her

first significant relationship with Seth, an older boy she briefly dated while

navigating the tumultuous transition into adulthood. The narrative reveals

that despite her initial excitement and plans to be intimate with Seth, she

ultimately backed out at the last minute, overwhelmed by fear and anxiety.

His gentle response to her distress highlights a key theme of emotional

safety and respect, which is a poignant contrast to Layken's present-day

struggles as she deals with family issues, particularly her mother's illness.

Returning to her current circumstances, Layken arrives home with a sense of

dread, fearing her mother will want to confront the harsh realities of their

situation, including her mother's cancer diagnosis. However, upon entering

the house, she finds a sense of normalcy as her family engages in the festive

activity of carving pumpkins together. The atmosphere is surprisingly

lighthearted, as her younger brother Kel showcases his creative pumpkin

design, humorously adorned with a bag of candy, while Caulder presents a

quirky interpretation of God through his pumpkin carving. 
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In a rare moment of family bonding, Layken's mother seems less burdened,

sharing laughter and engaging genuinely with her children and Will, the

young man who has recently entered Layken's life. This small reprieve

offers Layken a bitter-sweet solace, amplifying her wish to freeze this

moment of unity before the inevitable challenges ahead.

As they finish up for the night, Will and Layken share a quiet conversation

outside. Will reveals his initial encounter with Layken when she moved into

the neighborhood, portraying her as a person carrying an unseen sadness, a

reflection of their shared struggles with loss and grief. Their exchange

deepens their connection, as Will encourages Layken to grapple with her

mother's illness head-on, reminding her that facing the truth is essential,

regardless of the discomfort it brings.

The chapter concludes with Layken's mother visiting her room, announcing

her decision to stop working after her shift—yet Layken clings to the

comforting routine of carving pumpkins, indicating her struggle to fully

embrace the reality of their circumstances. This decision hints at the

emotional weight both mother and daughter carry, setting the stage for what

lies ahead in their journey of acceptance and healing amid the challenges of

life and love.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of emotional safety in relationships

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through the complexities of

love and intimacy, remember that true emotional safety fosters

genuine connections. Layken's experience with Seth, where his

understanding eclipses the pressure to conform, teaches you that it’s

okay to take a step back when overwhelming emotions arise. This

realization inspires you to cultivate relationships where open

communication and respect thrive, reinforcing that it's essential to find

comfort in vulnerability. By seeking and nurturing emotional safety,

you empower yourself to face life’s challenges, paving the way for

healing and deeper connections that honor both your feelings and

those of others.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

### Chapter Fifteen Summary

In this chapter, Will introduces a new lesson in his classroom, bringing a

small projector to illustrate the importance of poetry. The students,

particularly Gavin and Javi, express skepticism about the purpose of writing

poetry. Javi claims that poetry is often just an outlet for emotional

discomfort, while Gavin argues for its therapeutic potential. Will counters

that even when a poet has moved on from their pain, their words can

resonate deeply with others who are still navigating similar emotions.

To support his point, Will references the band The Avett Brothers, describing

them as modern-day philosophers whose music encapsulates profound

truths. He shares an anecdote about the band addressing the emotional

burden of reliving their own pasts through their performances. This segues

into a personal revelation as Will projects one of his own poems—written

after the loss of his parents—onto the screen. He reflects on the raw feelings

that inspired the poem and emphasizes that while his emotions may have

evolved, the piece has the potential to connect with someone else

experiencing similar grief.

As he highlights specific lines of the poem, Will discusses the themes of
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preparation for death and the inevitability of loss, sharing how he struggled

with his parents’ deaths and the unsettled feelings that followed. His

reflections lead to a pivotal moment for the narrator, who realizes that the

message of the poem transcends Will’s immediate grief. She grasps that Will

is urging them not to shy away from uncomfortable topics but to embrace

life with awareness and honesty, especially in the face of death.

After class, the narrator is left contemplating these thoughts deeply. Later,

she visits her mother, who is asleep, wearing her hospital scrubs—symbolic

of the medical struggles she faces. The narrator observes the fragility of her

mother’s life and cherishes intimate moments, illustrating her yearning

connection and the bittersweet acceptance of their current reality. As she

collects a few strands of her mother's hair, she locks them in a purple clip

under her pillow—a poignant symbol of memory and love. She curls up

beside her mother, interlocking their fingers, emphasizing their unspoken

bond and solidarity amidst the looming shadow of loss.
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Chapter 16: 

Chapter Sixteen Summary

In the sixteenth chapter, we witness heavy emotional developments

surrounding Lake and her family as they prepare for an uncertain future.

After her mother falls asleep, Lake goes to the grocery store to make Kel's

favorite dish—basagna, a playful mispronunciation of lasagna that has

become a family tradition. As Lake cooks, her mother emerges from her

room, signaling a shift—her scrubs suggest finality as she has quit her job to

spend more time with her children due to her terminal lung cancer diagnosis.

The conversation between Lake and her mom turns serious as they address

the elephant in the room: what will happen to her brother Kel after their

mother’s passing. Lake feels prepared to raise Kel, arguing that life does not

follow a strict timeline and that they should be allowed to choose together.

Her mother, uncertain yet accepting, ultimately agrees that they deserve that

choice.

Kel arrives home and innocently remarks on the tradition of basagna at times

of bad news—prompting an awkward realization for both Lake and their

mother. When Lake's mother reveals her diagnosis to Kel, he responds with

an embrace, demonstrating his innocence and lack of complete
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understanding of the situation. This moment is imbued with a sense of

acceptance and unity, seasoned with warmth and humor when Kel jokingly

requests that they never have basagna again.

As they share a dinner laden with nostalgia and filled with friends, the

family discusses practicalities for the future. Will, a new character who is

supportive of Lake and her family, agrees to help look after Kel, reinforcing

their bonds. 

The chapter also highlights Lake's internal struggles about her relationship

with Will, as she tries to prioritize her family over her feelings. The chapter

concludes with an acknowledgment of the intense changes the family is

facing, suggesting a communal strength to confront the challenges ahead,

despite the fears and uncertainties that loom over them.

As the story progresses to Eddie's birthday celebration, we are introduced to

a poignant moment of acceptance and belonging. Gavin orchestrates a

surprise celebration for Eddie, incorporating pink balloons symbolizing her

releasing past burdens in a heartwarming ceremony. The act of letting go

signals Eddie's transition into a new family dynamic, as Joel, her foster

father, offers her not just his support but also a paternal bond, officially

inviting her to be part of his family.

Through laughter, tears, and deep connections, this chapter captures the
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essence of family, resilience, and the hope of creating new beginnings even

in the face of heart-wrenching adversity.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

### Chapter Seventeen Summary

In Chapter Seventeen, Layken reflects on the grief she has processed

regarding her father's death and the impending loss of her mother,

acknowledging a deeper understanding of acceptance in her life. As she

navigates her new reality in Michigan, she listens to a song by The Avett

Brothers that resonates with her current journey, emphasizing that one's

troubles follow wherever they go. This realization reinforces her

commitment to staying in Ypsilanti and coming to terms with the

complexities of her relationships, particularly her feelings for Will.

As she prepares to perform at a local club, Layken grapples with nerves and

memories of her mother encouraging her to embrace challenges. Despite her

apprehension, she enters the club only to discover Will on stage performing

a piece that unexpectedly reveals his feelings for her. The poignant words

echo his longing, and Layken realizes that he loves her, intensifying her

internal struggle over whether to confront him about it.

Overwhelmed, Layken retreats to the bathroom to collect her thoughts but

ultimately decides to leave the venue before Will sees her. However, on her

way to her car, she accidentally leaves her purse behind and is intercepted by
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Javi, a classmate. Despite her rejection of his advances, Javi becomes

aggressive, leading to a confrontation with Will, who intervenes to protect

her. This results in a violent altercation between the two boys, with Layken

caught in the chaos.

After the fight subsides, Layken is shaken but grateful for Will's

intervention. He insists on taking her home, but their drive is filled with

tense silence, reflecting both their unspoken emotions and concerns about

the fallout from Javi's aggressiveness. At home, Layken’s mother arrives,

worried about her injuries from the altercation, which complicates Layken’s

sense of safety and her emotions about Will.

The following day, Layken is summoned to the school administration

alongside Will regarding the incident. She chooses to tell the truth about

what happened, omitting the significance of Will's poem, demonstrating her

internal conflict between protecting him and being honest. After the

meeting, she learns that Javi's father recognizes his son's misconduct,

providing a brief moment of reassurance.

When Layken tries to gather more information about Will after school, she

discovers he has resigned from his student teaching position to avoid any

future conflicts with Javi. Although the news concerns her—especially

regarding his job prospects—she attempts to offer support while feeling a

mix of gratitude and frustration over the situation. As they part ways,
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Layken is left to process her feelings about the evening’s events, Will's

resignation, and her desire to maintain their connection. The chapter closes

with Layken feeling a sense of loss, knowing that things will never be the

same.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 18 Summary: 

### Chapter Eighteen Summary

In this chapter, the narrator spends a quiet afternoon helping her mother with

mundane chores, a welcome distraction from her worries. Despite her

absence from school, her mother doesn’t inquire about her whereabouts,

allowing her to retreat into the familiarity of household tasks. When it’s time

to pick up her younger brothers, Caulder and Kel, she notices that Will hasn't

returned yet. 

As they gather to brainstorm Halloween costumes, the boys concoct a

playful but morbid idea: Kel decides he wants to dress as "lung cancer,"

leading to a light-hearted conversation filled with banter about their

costumes. Their mother embraces Kel's quirky idea and commits to crafting

the costumes, even if it means sewing tumor-like decorations. When Will

finally arrives, he’s pulled into their spirited discussions and decides to stay,

making light of their unorthodox costume choice.

As the afternoon progresses, preparations for the costume-making require a

measuring tape, and Will unwittingly reveals his obliviousness to the

contents of his own laundry room, which the narrator had recently

organized. Their playful yet tense conversation touches on Will’s internship
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situation, revealing that he will be commuting to a different school, which

raises concerns for the narrator about the changing dynamics of their

relationships. Despite this, she reassures him that she and her mother will

help out with the boys.

However, things take an unexpected turn when the emotional weight

between Will and the narrator comes to a head. Will confesses that he was

jealous when he thought the narrator was kissing someone else, unveiling

deeper feelings and creating a heated moment between them. Despite their

close proximity and the chemistry that has sparked between them, Will's

conflicting emotions lead him to withdraw. 

The narrator finds courage in finally confronting Will about their

complicated relationship, leading to an intense and passionate kiss. Yet, just

as she begins to believe they can be together now that the boundaries of

teacher-student have lifted, Will backs away, filled with shame and regret,

implying that their situation hasn’t truly changed. This rejection shatters the

narrator's hope, prompting an emotional outburst as she confronts him about

the pain of their “weak moment.” 

She decides she can no longer keep hoping for a relationship fraught with

uncertainty, feeling that it’s time to prioritize her own mental well-being.

The chapter closes with her determined exit from Will's home, forcing

herself to focus on the upcoming Halloween preparations, signaling her
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resolve to move on from this tumultuous emotional struggle. This moment

showcases the complexity of their relationship and the inner turmoil the

narrator faces as she grapples with her feelings for Will while trying to

maintain a sense of normalcy in family life.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapter Nineteen of the story, the protagonist, Layken, finds herself

 navigating the complexities of Halloween with her younger brother, Kel,

and her close friend, Eddie. The chapter opens with Layken and her mother

putting the final touches on costumes that symbolize a poignant reality—Kel

and Caulder are dressed as cancerous lungs. This unconventional choice

reflects the family's struggle with their mother's terminal illness—Stage IV

small-cell lung cancer, which has made every holiday a bittersweet reminder

of what they stand to lose.

As Halloween approaches, tensions rise due to the rift between Layken and

Will, her love interest. Despite feeling angry with him, Layken begrudgingly

asks him to come see the costumes, emphasizing that her focus is on her

brothers rather than her feelings for Will. When Will arrives, the costumes

are revealed to him—Kel and Caulder embody the lungs, complete with

details that illustrate the cancerous growths. Although the costumes shock

Will and Layken's mother, they serve as a source of pride for the boys,

highlighting their bravery in confronting the harsh realities of their situation.

The narrative shifts dramatically when Layken receives multiple calls from

Will during school. Ignoring the calls initially, she eventually answers to

learn of an "incident" involving Kel and Caulder at their elementary school.

Faced with panic, she rushes to the school alongside Eddie, anxious to
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ensure her brothers are safe. Upon arrival, she discovers them unharmed,

casually playing rock-paper-scissors in the lobby. However, they are being

held due to complaints about their costumes from the principal, Ms. Brill.

In the office, Ms. Brill scolds Layken for the boys' crude outfits, arguing that

they distract students. Layken is incensed and delivers a heartfelt defense of

the costumes. She explains their significance, detailing her mother's battle

with cancer and how the costumes represent their morbid yet honest

perspective on their reality. Ms. Brill's dismissive attitude only fuels

Layken's anger, leading to a powerful confrontation where she invites the

principal to face their mother directly if she finds the costumes offensive.

The tension dissipates as Layken and Eddie exit the office, bursting into

laughter over the absurdity of the situation. Upon returning to the car, they

celebrate the boys' victory in a costume contest, where Kel and Caulder win

fifty dollars each. This chapter expertly blends humor and poignancy,

underscoring the resilience of the family and their ability to navigate through

life's challenges, even in the face of death and heartbreak.
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Chapter 20: 

Chapter Twenty Summary

In this chapter, we witness the growing emotional distance between Lake

and Will as Lake continues to support her mother during her cancer

treatments. Eddie steps in to help care for Lake’s younger brother, Caulder,

creating a routine to cope with the looming absence of Will, who is busy

with his internship and future job at a junior high starting in January.

Although Lake feels bittersweet pride for Will's new job, she recognizes it

signifies the end of their relationship, which leaves her struggling with grief

and unspoken feelings.

As winter approaches, Lake and her mother focus on financial stability.

They have sold their house in Texas, with her mother navigating the

complexities of life after losing her husband. Amid their preparations for the

future, Lake's mother, despite her illness, remains a source of strength and

wisdom, urging Lake to balance listening to her heart with her head. Their

conversation illuminates Lake's internal conflict; she has been so

preoccupied with her mother's needs and her own grief over Will that she

has neglected her feelings for him.

The tension builds when Lake's mother reveals a significant moment
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between her and Will. She explains that during a vulnerable time, Will

expressed a willingness to let Lake go because he believed she needed to

prioritize her mother. This revelation points to Will’s enduring love for Lake

and suggests that perhaps he hasn’t moved on as she believed.

Lake's mother insists she hasn’t given Will a fair chance to choose her,

stirring a realization within Lake. She has isolated herself and kept Will at

arm's length since the heart-wrenching incident in the laundry room.

Compelled to confront her feelings, Lake decides she must tell Will how she

truly feels. 

The chapter culminates with Lake rushing to prepare herself, grabbing the

purple clip she wore on her first date with Will, symbolizing her desire to

reconnect with him amidst her turmoil. As she readies herself to pursue love

once more, the chapter leaves readers filled with anticipation for what this

encounter might bring and whether Lake will finally bridge the emotional

chasm that has formed between her and Will.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

Chapter Twenty-One opens with an air of tension and anticipation as the

 protagonist, Lake, enters a club with determined yet false confidence.

Knowing that Will is present, she strides toward the stage without hesitation.

The emcee is busy announcing previous performance scores when Lake

grabs the microphone, ready to deliver a piece she has written. Her heart

races, but she pushes aside her fears, knowing she must go on.

Starting her performance, she humorously navigates the mishap of forgetting

to pay her entry fee. After sorting this out, she finally launches into her piece

titled "Schooled." Through her poignant words, she reflects on the lessons

gained over the past year. She speaks about being schooled by various

influential figures in her life – from her little brother and The Avett Brothers

to a cancer patient and her father. Each taught her about love, resilience, and

the importance of living fully. As she finishes, the exhilaration of

performing washes over her, but her excitement quickly turns to

disappointment when she realizes Will is not in the audience, as she had

hoped.

Just as Lake feels an overwhelming urge to escape outdoors for fresh air, she

hears Will's familiar voice echoing through the speakers. He reminds her not

to leave before receiving her scores. To her shock, she discovers he is one of

the judges, having watched her performance. This revelation electrifies the
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atmosphere.

Will, taking the stage to reciprocate, shares his own piece entitled "Better

than Third." His heartfelt words detail his love for Lake and the struggles he

faces in prioritizing her amidst life's obstacles. He speaks of life's

unexpected challenges and how they get in the way of love and aspirations.

Ultimately, he declares that love for Lake must come first, countering the

expectations that life has imposed on him.

As he concludes, Will rushes to Lake, wiping away her tears and professing

his love. In this emotional reunion, Lake embraces him, realizing she too

loves him deeply. The walls she had built around her heart fall away, and in

that moment, surrounded by the energy of the audience, their affection for

one another reignites.

The chapter concludes with a bittersweet yet hopeful tone as Lake

acknowledges their love, solidifying their bond as they share a passionate

kiss. It's a powerful culmination of their journey, illustrating triumph over

personal struggles and the strength of love amidst life's chaos.
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