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Exploring the complexities of love and family ties.
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About the book

In "So Far from God," John S.D. Eisenhower intimately chronicles the

poignant and often tumultuous journey of his father, Dwight D. Eisenhower,

from humble beginnings on the Kansas plains to the high-stakes corridors of

power during World War II and the presidency. This deeply personal

narrative not only illuminates the sacrifices and struggles of one of

America's most revered leaders but also explores the complex relationship

between personal ambition and familial ties. As Eisenhower delves into the

influences that shaped his father's character, the reader is drawn into a

compelling story of resilience, duty, and the enduring quest for purpose,

making this a must-read for those interested in the intersection of history and

personal legacy.
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About the author

John S.D. Eisenhower was a distinguished American author, historian, and

military officer, best known for his insightful works on American history

and the military, particularly during World War II. Born in 1922, he was the

son of former U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, which significantly

influenced his perspectives and career path. Eisenhower served as an officer

in the U.S. Army, and later, he became a respected writer, drawing from his

family legacy and personal experiences to provide compelling narratives and

reflections on military strategy and history. His works often merge personal

anecdotes with broader historical themes, showcasing his deep

understanding of the complexities of wartime leadership and American

ideals.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Background

Chapter 1: Prelude

On the evening of November 15, 1844, General Robert Armstrong,

postmaster of Nashville, Tennessee, anxiously awaited election results that

could confirm the success of his friend, James K. Polk, the Democratic

candidate for president. Polk, a staunch ally of Andrew Jackson, had just

suffered a close defeat in Tennessee, a state that once revered Jackson. The

news arrived that New York had swung in his favor, clinching the election.

Polk's victory represented more than a mere political transition; it also

pointed toward an impending decision on the annexation of Texas, a

contentious issue that threatened renewed conflict with Mexico.

Meanwhile, in Mexico City, President Antonio López de Santa Anna faced

his own downfall. Oppressive governance, a disregard for his deceased

wife’s memory, and military failures had turned public sentiment against

him. With discontent brewing, he opted to confront a rival general, Mariano

Paredes, but upon departure, chaos erupted in the capital, culminating in

Santa Anna's deposition. With forces collapsing around him, Santa Anna

fled and experienced a harrowing escape that ended in his capture and later

exile, removing a staunch opponent to the U.S. annexation of Texas from the

political scene.
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---

Chapter 2: The Age of Santa Anna

Antonio López de Santa Anna, a central figure in Mexico’s tumultuous

history from independence in 1821 to 1844, is depicted as both an enigmatic

leader and a representation of Mexico's struggles. His rise to power was

characterized by militaristic ambition and political maneuvering. Born in

Jalapa, Santa Anna began his career in the Spanish army during Mexico's

fight for independence. His opportunistic nature allowed him to swiftly

change allegiances when advantageous, eventually leading to his pivotal role

in Mexican politics.

Despite being revered as a national hero, he was also seen as unprincipled

and historically mismanaged the military and political conflicts of his nation,

particularly regarding American settlers in Texas. His governance saw the

annexation movement grow, particularly after draconian policies pushed

discontented Texans towards rebellion. Following the disastrous Alamo and

Goliad incidents, Texan independence was declared, which culminated in

Santa Anna’s defeat at the Battle of San Jacinto.

Even as he briefly regained power, his later years showcased indulgence,
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military repression, and dysfunction. His policies ultimately left his

successor, José Joaquín Herrera, to contend with the fallout of his

tumultuous legacy. Santa Anna’s turbulent journey through successive

political phases mirrored the chaotic evolution of Mexico during his era.

---

Chapter 3: Annexation!

After the election in 1844, outgoing President John Tyler recognized the

opportunity to push forward with the annexation of Texas before handing the

reins to James Polk. America had never annexed a foreign nation, and Tyler

faced numerous challenges concerning Texas’s status—whether it would

enter as a state, territory, or multiple states, and its implications on the

contentious slavery debate.

As tensions escalated between the U.S. and Mexico, Tyler's administration

opted for a provocative diplomatic strategy, appointing the brash Wilson

Shannon as a minister to Mexico. This sparked a war of words with Mexican

officials. Tyler's emissary to Texas, Andrew Jackson Donelson, encouraged

the Texans, who were keen on statehood for protection against Mexico,

despite mixed feelings among their leaders.
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The British, concerned about American expansion, sought to prevent

annexation by playing on Texan sovereignty. Yet, public sentiment leaned

toward joining the U.S. following failed negotiations and an increasing

threat from Mexico. Political maneuvering in Washington led to the passage

of conflicting bills in Congress regarding Texas’s annexation.

In the dying days of Tyler’s presidency, he pushed through an offer for

Texas to become a state under conditions limiting slavery. Polk's

inauguration brought hope for an expanded agenda, as he aligned with the

expansionist mindset of the time, fostering tensions with both Mexico and

Britain regarding territorial claims.

As relations soured, Santa Anna's removal from power meant that Mexico,

now under Herrera, would reconsider its position but remained staunchly

opposed to annexation. Amidst the growing diplomatic crisis, Tyler's

strategic push for annexation set the stage for significant conflict in

U.S.-Mexican relations, altering the historical trajectory of both nations. 

---

This summary combines the key plot developments and historical context

from Chapters 1, 2, and 3 into a cohesive narrative that maintains logical

flow and readability while reinforcing key topics such as the significance of

Polk’s election, Santa Anna’s complex legacy, and the motivations behind
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Texas annexation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Political Agency

Critical Interpretation: In the suspenseful backdrop of the 1844

election and its implications, you are reminded that political agency

shapes not only individual destinies but also the course of nations. The

determination displayed by James K. Polk and the subsequent political

machinations serve as a powerful testament to the impact of leadership

and civic involvement. This chapter can inspire you to engage actively

in your own community, recognizing that your voice and actions have

the potential to effect change and influence the historical narrative of

your own time, much like Polk's victory reverberated through history.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Confrontation

### Summary of Chapters 4 to 6

---

Chapter 4: Old Zack (Summer 1845 - December 1845)

The narrative begins with Brevet Brigadier General Zachary Taylor, a

seasoned soldier at age sixty-one, likened to being an unlikely hero. With a

long military career, Taylor had fought in various conflicts since the War of

1812 and looked forward to a peaceful retirement on his plantations in

Louisiana and Mississippi. His practical nature made him skeptical of

directives from Washington and rumors from the army ranks.

In June 1845, amidst discussions of Texas annexation, Taylor received

orders to deploy two thousand troops at Fort Jesup, Louisiana, in response to

Texas's request for U.S. protection. The political landscape was fraught, with

tensions escalating between the U.S. and Mexico. Taylor was instructed to

prepare for potential military action against Mexico as the Texan Congress

was voting on annexation.
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As preparations commenced, Taylor began to mobilize his forces, known as

the Army of Occupation, and organized the logistics for their movement to

Texas. A significant part of Taylor's army consisted of regulars – veterans

representing a variety of backgrounds, including many foreign-born soldiers.

His orders were complicated by the bureaucracy and the political

maneuvering in Washington, particularly between President Polk, Secretary

of War Marcy, and other military leaders.

Eventually, Taylor’s forces set out for Corpus Christi, facing logistical

challenges and frustrating delays. Upon arrival, they were welcomed by

local settlers who had their own interests in trade with Mexico. Here, Taylor

secured his position amid growing concerns about potential conflict with

Mexican forces.

As winter approached, tensions increased in the camp due to idleness and

internal politics, with disagreements over brevet ranks causing further

discord. Taylor's officers managed to maintain morale among the troops, but

the boredom and alcohol-fueled incidents began to plague camp life. Taylor,

aware of the looming conflict, directed reconnaissance efforts to prepare for

any advance.

Chapter 5: Mission of “Peace” (Summer 1845 - January 1846)
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Meanwhile, in Washington, President James K. Polk was deeply invested in

expanding U.S. territory, embroiled in political tensions both domestically

with his cabinet and in foreign relations regarding Oregon and Mexico. Polk

and his wife, Sarah, exemplified a political life filled with social and

strategic gatherings, with Sarah exerting her influence in the White House

while maintaining a domestic facade.

The dynamics within Polk's cabinet, particularly with Secretary of State

James Buchanan, were fraught with ideological clashes over foreign policy.

As tensions rose over the Oregon territory, Polk faced difficulties in aligning

the interests of Congress with his expansionist policies.

During late 1845, alarming reports suggested British interests in California

and undermined American claims. Polk acted by sending Captain John C.

Frémont on a mission, intending to stir American support in California, amid

general unease over Mexico’s strength and the potential for conflict.

Amid all this, John Slidell was dispatched to Mexico with an ultimatum to

negotiate financial reparations for Texas and adjust borders in favor of the

U.S. However, his mission faced immediate setbacks as Mexican officials

refused to meet with him, escalating tensions further. Events unfolded with

Slidell’s continued attempts at diplomacy as Mexican instability grew under

new leadership.
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By the start of 1846, hostilities brewed across the Rio Grande as Taylor

received orders to move forward on this contentious ground, placing him in

an increasingly precarious situation.

Chapter 6: American Blood Upon American Soil (January - April 1846)

As January unfolded, Polk’s directive to advance Taylor's troops deepened

the tensions between America and Mexico. Ambiguities in the orders placed

Taylor in a challenging position, emphasizing the precarious nature of

military commands and the legal ramifications of military engagement in

foreign territory.

Taylor prepared his troop movements to Point Isabel, but delays persisted in

mobilizing supplies and reinforcements. His troops' morale began to decline

after witnessing the harsh realities of their situation, compounded by fears of

Mexican retaliation.

As movements progressed, skirmishes near the Rio Grande raised alarms,

and Taylor’s forces faced an increased likelihood of direct confrontation. He

prepared to respond to any aggressive postures from Mexican forces while

maintaining readiness for potential escalations.

Intensifying border tensions resulted in small clashes with Mexican troops,
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symbolizing the broader conflict brewing between the two nations. Taylor’s

men began to experience high desertion rates, triggered by Mexican

inducements as morale faltered, leading to severe actions against deserters.

Amid the build-up to warfare, the political situation in Washington remained

fervent, with Polk preparing to declare war as hostilities became

unavoidable. By mid-May, after various provocations and political

maneuverings, the U.S. officially declared war against Mexico, setting the

stage for a significant military conflict fueled by complex political

ambitions.

---

Through the chapters, themes of military leadership, political intrigue, and

the complexities of expansionist policies intertwine, offering a rich backdrop

for the impending conflict between the United States and Mexico.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of resilience in the face of uncertainty

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate life's unpredictable challenges,

consider how Brevet Brigadier General Zachary Taylor maintained his

strategic composure amid chaos. His ability to adapt to shifting orders

and logistical setbacks serves as a powerful reminder that resilience is

key when confronted with adversity. Just as Taylor rallied his troops

despite morale issues, you too can find strength in perseverance,

transforming obstacles into opportunities for growth and

demonstrating that a steady resolve can lead to triumph even in the

most turbulent times.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 3 Summary: Zachary Taylor’s

Chapter 7: "I Was Glad I Was Not With Them!" (April 26–May 17,

 1846)

As tensions escalate along the Rio Grande, General Zachary Taylor must

take decisive action against a large Mexican force potentially threatening his

supply lines at Point Isabel and his troops at Fort Texas. Fearing that his

supply depot at Point Isabel is inadequately defended and that his men need

to secure a victory to maintain morale and reputation, Taylor sets forth with

a determined plan. Leaving behind troops at Fort Texas, commanded by the

esteemed Major Jacob Brown and artillery units, he embarks with a spirited

army keen for battle.

Taylor’s men largely consisted of regulars, eager to secure glory before the

influx of volunteers diluted their recognition in any potential victories.

Meanwhile, in Matamoros, Mexican General Arista plans to ambush

Taylor’s forces by splitting his army in a strategic move upstream. However,

due to delays and miscommunication, Taylor manages to evade this trap.

The Americans march toward Point Isabel, while the Mexican army deals

with internal discontent, which threatens their effectiveness.

As Taylor's forces regroup at Point Isabel, he faces a strategic

dilemma—whether to reinforce Fort Texas under siege or complete the
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fortifications at his current location. He ultimately decides to send a group of

Texan rangers to aid Major Brown, who holds the fort against Mexican

artillery fire.

By May 7, Taylor's forces attempt to march back to Fort Texas, encountering

Mexican troops in a confrontation that leads to the Battle of Palo Alto.

Despite being heavily outnumbered, the disciplined artillery units and the

previously underestimated resolve of Taylor's men enable them to achieve a

hard-fought victory. However, the battle takes a toll with significant injuries

and the death of key officers, setting the stage for subsequent confrontations

as Taylor pushes onward.

Chapter 8: "A Hasty Plate of Soup" (Summer 1846, in Washington)

In Washington, the public's sentiment shifts dramatically following the news

of military engagements along the Rio Grande. As Taylor's reputation soars

with victories, political figures scramble, eager to support military efforts

while also positioning themselves. General Edmund P. Gaines in New

Orleans capitalizes on the urgency of the situation, rallying volunteers and

effectively circumventing legal recruitment limits. This surge of enthusiasm

leads Congress to authorize vast numbers of volunteer soldiers, despite

conflicting terms of service.
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However, the Senate expresses caution, with significant figures, including

Senator John J. Crittenden, emphasizing the need for oversight and

potentially a diplomatic approach. Still, Congress overwhelmingly backs the

President's request for army expansion, setting in motion a more ambitious

military strategy.

As the War Department grapples with recruitment logistics, Taylor prepares

at the front, but tensions begin to rise as military leadership in Washington

becomes increasingly caustic due to differing strategies. Secretary Marcy

and Polk express unease about Taylor's leniency in negotiations and the

potential to exploit advantages in the war. The stage is set for tension

between military command and political oversight.

Chapter 9: Build Up (Summer 1846, on the Rio Grande)

Taylor swiftly adapts his strategies following the siege of Monterrey. With a

significant Mexican army lingering, Taylor shifts focus to marching toward

Matamoros for supplies. Here, he meets with Commodore David E. Conner

to improve logistics and strategize the next steps, including potentially

moving toward Monterrey. The influx of volunteers complicates Taylor’s

command structure, as he struggles to maintain order and discipline among

newly arrived troops.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Meanwhile, Mexican forces under General Santa Anna begin regrouping,

providing a counter force to Taylor’s campaign. Disjointed political

maneuvers complicate American efforts, with concerns about desertions and

troop quality rising. As Taylor’s army prepares for a new offensive, morale

is tested amidst challenging conditions and the constant undercurrent of the

Mexican threat.

Chapter 10: The Soldier of the People Returns (Summer 1846, in

 Mexico)

As internal strife swells in Mexico, General Santa Anna returns amid

uncertainty and discontent in the leadership. Having regained power, he

aims to unify the country against the American invaders and bolster his

position. However, logistical challenges impede his preparations for

engaging Taylor’s forces, even as he begins to gather a substantial army.

In the meantime, political instability in Mexico puts pressure on the military

command, with resources stretched thin due to previous military

withdrawals. As both armies maneuver in preparation, there is a palpable

tension, leading to an impending confrontation that could shape the future of

the war.

Chapter 11: Monterrey I: Approach (September 1846)
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Taylor's Army cautiously advances toward Monterrey, fortified by recent

victories. As his troops navigate varying attitudes among local civilians

ranging from hostility to indifference, anticipation builds for the

forthcoming battle. Taylor’s command structure is put to the test as reports

of Santa Anna’s movements create urgency for a decisive action.

The march to Monterrey showcases a notable shift in morale among Taylor’s

men, who are once again hopeful for glory. However, they remain wary of

the formidable defensive positions constructed by Ampudia and the

uncertainty of the Mexican response.

Chapter 12: Monterrey II: "Three Glorious Days" (September 20–23,

 1846)

The initial assault on Monterrey marks a critical moment for both American

and Mexican forces. Taylor implements a bold attack plan, divided into

strategic points of engagement. Worth’s division successfully captures

critical positions, yet Mexicans, driven by patriotism and desperation, resist

fiercely, resulting in heavy casualties on both sides.

The combat evolves chaotically, with ambushes and skirmishes highlighting

both leadership and valor amid confusion. The harsh toll of battle weighs on

Taylor, who must now contend with overwhelming losses while trying to
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maintain morale within his ranks.

Chapter 13: Monterrey III: Truce (September 24–October 12, 1846)

Following several days of intense combat, negotiations for the surrender of

Monterrey come into play. Santa Anna’s troops, demoralized and exhausted,

struggle against a fortified American presence. As the terms of surrender

shift, Taylor faces an internal conflict over the strategic implications of a

truce.

With an armistice established, both armies begin to recuperate. This

suburban cooperation between Mexicans and Americans underscores the

complexities of war, where personal dignities and national pride intertwine

in the socio-political fabric.

Chapter 14: Second Beginning (October–November 1846)

As declarations for expanded military efforts take shape, the American

armies regroup and reassess their strategy against Santa Anna. Both Taylor

and Polk navigate political ramifications in Washington, with Scott’s

growing ambitions posing a potential rivalry to Taylor’s command. The

 desire for an aggressive approach emerges, highlighting contrasts in
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military philosophy and governance amid escalating tensions in Mexico.

Chapter 15: Buena Vista I: "The Greatest Anxiety" (February 22, 1847)

As Taylor's forces prepare for camp, they face a tense atmosphere amid

rumors of Santa Anna’s movements. The Mexican general aims to seize

what he believes is his opportunity against a beleaguered American force,

resulting in strategic calculations that culminate in a pivotal confrontation.

Allies and strategies shift as armies clash, leading to explosive firefights,

overwhelming odds, and a test of resolve for both leaders. The involvement

of political machinations complicates the narrative, spotlighting the

dynamics of leadership, honor, and survival.

Chapter 16: Buena Vista II: "A Near Runthing" (February 22, 23, 1847)

The Battle of Buena Vista showcases considerable bravery but also severe

losses for Taylor's men. Despite being outnumbered, Taylor generates

resilience in his troops and orchestrates defensive maneuvers that ultimately

allow him to maintain his position against Santa Anna. 
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Confusion reigns in the heat of battle, with leadership, accidental encounters,

and heroism painting a vivid tableau of war. In this episode, camaraderie and

courage distinguish the moments of chaos, capturing the stark reality of the

conflict and the human spirit. Taylor emerges battered but resilient, with the

narrative hinting at the ongoing complexities that would define the conflict

moving forward.

---

This fluid summary of the chapters maintains coherence while integrating

essential background information about characters, battles, and strategic

developments to provide a comprehensive understanding of the events.
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Chapter 4: The War In The West

### Chapter 17: The Pear is Ripe for Falling (1540–1846)

On May 13, 1846, the United States Congress declared a state of war against

Mexico, prompting President James Polk to order Colonel Stephen W.

Kearny to occupy Santa Fe, New Mexico, as part of a broader strategy to

secure lands in the West, including California. Although Polk

underestimated the challenges Kearny would face, he anticipated that

American forces could easily expand further west due to the significant

population movement westward that had already begun.

By 1846, the fervor to acquire California was fueled by a romanticized

ideology termed Manifest Destiny, which posited the notion that Americans

were destined to expand across the continent. This sense of purpose was

often justified by a paternalistic view that American institutions were

superior and should be shared with “less fortunate” populations. In the

Southwest, areas like New Mexico and California had formed distinct

identities, with populations that were often semi-autonomous under Mexican

rule and disconnected from Mexico City.

Historically, New Mexico was established earlier than California, with its

origins dating back to Spanish colonization in the 16th century. By 1846, the
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area’s population had grown to around forty thousand, including a mix of

Mexicans and Native Americans. American contact had increased after

Mexico gained independence in 1821, leading to trade networks, such as the

Santa Fe Trail, which linked the U.S. with Mexico. However, inter-ethnic

tensions simmered beneath the surface.

In contrast, California was a land of myths for many Americans. By 1846,

its population density was sparse with a mere twenty-five thousand people

living there, half of whom were of mixed or indigenous descent. The

political ties with Mexico were frayed, and American settlers were

increasingly clustered in areas like the Sacramento Valley around Sutter’s

Fort. Prominent figures, such as Thomas O. Larkin and General Mariano

Vallejo, began advocating for American integration into the region,

reflecting the growing discontent with Mexican governance.

By mid-1846, Kearny successfully occupied Santa Fe with minimal

resistance, using proclamations promising civil rights and U.S. citizenship to

sway local sentiment. Meanwhile, events in California unfolded rapidly as

American settlers declared independence, leading to the temporary

establishment of the Bear Flag Republic. Commodore John Sloat’s naval

forces subsequently occupied Monterey in July 1846, positioning the U.S.

for full control over California.

### Chapter 18: Occupation of the West (June–October 1846)
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Following Kearny's initial success in New Mexico, he was determined to

move into California promptly. His forces, consisting of Dragoons, Missouri

Infantry, and additional reinforcements, were primarily comprised of

adventurous volunteers. Despite logistical challenges and harsh

environmental conditions, Kearny managed to keep his army moving

forward toward California.

Kearny’s leadership, with over three decades of experience, ensured that

troops maintained morale despite tough conditions. Anticipating local

support due to dissatisfaction with Mexican rule, Kearny's advance was

characterized by proclamations aimed at securing allegiance from the

indigenous populace, however, the ground realities often proved

unpredictable.

As Kearny neared Santa Fe, he discovered that Mexican Governor Manuel

Armijo lacked the will to resist his forces, leading to the peaceful surrender

of the city and the subsequent establishment of U.S. authority. With

additional proclamations, Kearny effectively transitioned New Mexico into a

U.S. territory while establishing a constitution known as the Kearny Code.

Kearny’s actions would ultimately set the stage for further military

engagements, revealing both the tensions between Mexican and American

interests in the region and the eagerness for expansion within the U.S.
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government.

### Chapter 19: Chaos in California (October 1846–June 1847)

The initial American occupation in California, while seemingly successful,

masked underlying tensions. After General Stockton's forces took Los

Angeles and other key locations, Captain Arnold Gillespie’s harsh

governance failed to win the populace's support and quickly ignited rebellion

among Californios, who resented American authority.

In response to uprisings and growing unrest, Colonel Sterling Price

dispatched forces to quell the mutiny against American rule, leading to a

series of military confrontations. At the same time, Stephen W. Kearny,

having come from New Mexico, was faced with new challenges as

Californio rebels regrouped and organized against American troops.

Amidst this chaos, various personalities emerged, including Kit Carson, who

played pivotal roles in both skirmishes and strategic maneuvers. The

situation for the American forces was complicated by Lewis and Stockton’s

contrasting approaches to governance and military strategy, which

sometimes led to friction and miscommunication.

By the end of 1846, while some American settlements held firm under U.S.

control, the environment remained volatile, showcasing profound gaps
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between American aspirations and local sentiments. Armed conflicts

culminated in further bloodshed as the Californio resistance persisted,

emphasizing the deep rifts that characterized U.S.-Mexican relations during

this period.

### Chapter 20: Terror in Taos (December 1846–April 1847)

Following the fall of New Mexico, Colonel Alexander Doniphan was faced

with the task of managing local tribes and ensuring peace as American

forces consolidated their positions. However, underlying tensions and

resentment brewed among New Mexicans, culminating in a plot to

assassinate key American figures, including Governor Charles Bent.

As Bent attempted to address local grievances, tensions escalated, leading to

his horrific assassination by a mob. This violent act precipitated chaos in

Taos, resulting in widespread violence against Americans. This prompted

swift military responses from American leaders in the region, particularly

Colonel Price, who mobilized forces to quell the newly ignited rebellion.

The rebellion culminated in armed engagement in February 1847 when

Price's troops confronted the insurgents barricaded within the historic Pueblo

of Taos. Through coordinated military tactics, American forces eventually

subdued the rebels, leading to notable casualties on both sides and exhibiting

the challenges of maintaining peace and security in the increasingly volatile
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region.

### Chapter 21: Missouri Xenophon (January–May 1847)

Colonel Doniphan’s 1st Missouri Mounted Infantry embarked on a

legendary journey across treacherous terrain to reach Chihuahua, Mexico,

showcasing the resilience and tenacity of the American volunteers. Despite

challenges, such as severe weather and food shortages, the regiment

successfully navigated through hostile territories, displaying an

unconventional but valiant spirit.

Doniphan's leadership style, characterized by collaboration and

morale-building, became inextricably linked to the unit's successes. The

regiment’s adventures culminated in the Battle of Sacramento, where they

outmaneuvered a significantly larger Mexican force through innovative

tactics and bravery. The decisive victory solidified Doniphan’s reputation as

a competent leader and highlighted the seemingly insurmountable obstacles

faced during the Mexican-American War.

After establishing control over Chihuahua and negotiating terms for the

safety of local citizens, Doniphan and his men pushed onward, culminating

in their eventual return to the United States amidst accolades and admiration.

This remarkable journey had lasting implications, both for the soldiers

involved and for American military doctrine moving forward, emphasizing
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the spirit of volunteerism and courage against adversity.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Winfield Scott’s War

### Chapter 22: The Siege of Veracruz (November 1846–March 1847)

In March 1847, Major General Winfield Scott sent an excited report

following the successful landing of U.S. forces at Veracruz, marking a

pivotal point in the American campaign against Mexico. The groundwork

for this operation had been laid months earlier when Scott, with President

Polk and Secretary of War Marcy's approval, devised a strategy to capture

Mexico City via Veracruz, rather than from Texas. He emphasized speed to

avoid yellow fever outbreaks and proposed building special boats to protect

his landing troops.

As the planning progressed, Scott refined his troop numbers and shipping

needs, ultimately aiming to assemble approximately 20,000 men. His

campaign hinged on securing adequate naval and transportation resources,

with Quartermaster General Thomas S. Jesup organizing the charter of

merchant vessels for troop movements.

After extensive preparations, Scott's forces landed on March 9, 1847,

encountering minimal resistance. The city of Veracruz, densely populated

and fortified, was chosen to be besieged rather than assaulted directly—a

choice that showcased Scott's preference for minimizing casualties. Troops
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endured discomfort upon landing, and while some strategy miscalculations

slowed early operations, Scott's forces occupied a strategic position for an

eventual siege.

Scott's artillery was delayed, which frustrated him as he sought to begin

bombardment. As spring approached, the American army began its assault

on Veracruz's defenses while facing unyielding Mexican resistance. To

strengthen his campaign, Scott strategically sought assistance from the Navy

and coordinated efforts with them to bring siege artillery into play. 

After weeks of preparation and skirmishes, Scott's persistent bombardment

eventually compelled Mexican General Juan Morales to negotiate surrender

terms, culminating in the capitulation of Veracruz on March 27, 1847. Scott's

careful planning and adaptability in the face of logistical and operational

challenges ultimately led to a significant but costly victory.

### Chapter 23: Cerro Gordo (April 1847)

As the American campaign transitioned from the capture of Veracruz,

Winfield Scott's ultimate goal was to reach Mexico City and secure peace.

His strategy focused on winning Mexican trust while confronting the reality

of maintaining army discipline and logistics. 

Major General Scott sought to pursue not merely military victory but also
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the goodwill of the Mexican population, prompting him to take measures to

prevent his troops from pillaging and to engage with local clergy. His troops

began their march toward Mexico City via the National Road, and logistical

challenges, such as the need for mules for supplies, hindered the initial

movement. As they moved closer, Scott learned that Santa Anna had

regrouped and that his defenses were formidable.

Santa Anna assembled a large army to confront Scott's advance at Cerro

Gordo, an advantageous defensive position. General Twiggs led the

American forces toward Cerro Gordo but faced difficulties due to the terrain.

However, Scott's engineers identified a route for a flanking maneuver that

exploited the Mexican Army's vulnerabilities, allowing the Americans to

launch a surprise attack.

The ensuing battle was characterized by bravery and tactical maneuvers.

Twiggs’s and Pillow’s divisions pressed against Santa Anna’s forces.

Despite resistance, the American troops overcame the Mexican defenses and

forced a retreat. The American victory was decisive, but it did not come

without cost—both in terms of lives lost and the ever-looming challenges of

subsequent military operations in Mexico.

### Chapter 24: "Mr. Polk's War" (Late 1846, Early 1847)

As American troops pressed forward, discontent with the war began to build
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back home. Initially stirred by patriotic fervor, many citizens grew weary of

the prolonged conflict with Mexico. Resistance grew particularly in New

England, where notable abolitionists openly condemned provisions for

annexation and expressed concern that the war was primarily for expanding

slave territory.

President Polk's decision to pursue territory through war ignited sectional

debates, intensifying divisions within Congress. The introduction of the

Wilmot Proviso, which sought to prevent slavery in any territory acquired

from Mexico, highlighted the intersection of the war with issues of slavery

and expansionism. 

As the war effort progressed and casualties mounted, public opinion swayed

against Polk's leadership. Criticism intensified as political maneuvers

appeared driven more by ambition than a genuine pursuit of peace. Despite

dissent, Polk continued to press for military appropriations and preparations

for further campaigns, reflecting an ongoing commitment to achieving his

territorial goals.

### Chapter 25: "I Beg to Be Recalled" (April–June 1847)

After the successful capture of key positions like Cerro Gordo, General Scott

faced both the exhilaration of victory and the challenges of maintaining

troop morale and strength. Many of his volunteers were due to return home,
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having completed their service, and this potential loss strained Scott's

operational capacity. 

While managing the aftermath of the battles and preparing for future

engagements, Scott also contended with serious disagreements with civilian

leaders regarding military conduct, particularly concerning the release of

Mexican prisoners. Pressure from within and outside compounded as the

need for reinforcements grew more urgent. 

Despite these challenges, Scott remained focused on his

objective—advancing toward Mexico City. Discontent brewed not only at

home but among his ranks, leading to tensions with civil authorities and

diminishing support for the war effort. Ultimately, amidst these pressures,

Scott indicated his desire to be recalled, symbolizing the operational and

political hurdles that persisted as the conflict progressed.

### Chapter 26: That Splendid City! (July–August 1847)

In the months following victories in Veracruz and at Cerro Gordo, Scott's

forces regrouped and reorganized while awaiting reinforcements. The lack of

support from Congress, with many troops reassigned to Taylor, put Scott in a

precarious position. Nevertheless, he utilized this time to establish order and

improve relationships with local populations as he prepared for the final

push toward Mexico City.
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Negotiations for peace, highlighted by the ambivalence of negotiations with

the Mexican government, further complicated Scott’s strategy. Trist’s

dealings conveyed a semblance of hope, while simultaneous preparations for

an assault on the capital continued.

The campaign to take Mexico City intensified as Scott’s army advanced

from Puebla toward the city limits. Embroiled in uncertainty, Scott's forces

prepared to encounter Santa Anna's defenses, establishing their position for a

crucial confrontation.

### Chapter 27: Bloody Friday (August 19, 1847)

August 19, 1847, became a key date in the campaign as Scott's troops, led by

Brigadier General Twiggs and supported by significant reinforcements,

approached El Peñón. The decision to bypass direct assaults on well-fortified

positions marked a pivotal moment in strategy. 

Military reconnaissance executed by Captain Lee and others led Scott to opt

for a southern route to avoid heavy resistance at El Peñón. However, while

Scott prepared his forces for maneuvers, Santa Anna, despite being aware of

American movements, hesitated, giving Scott an edge.

As the American forces executed flanking maneuvers, a disorganized Santa
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Anna failed to mount a cohesive defense, and the swift American attack on

Churubusco and Contreras proved devastating for Mexican units, marking

the beginning of a routing of Santa Anna’s forces. The day was not without

its costs, as American troops sustained significant casualties during the

fighting.

### Chapter 28: The Halls of Montezuma (August—September 14, 1847)

Despite hard-won victories, Scott had to contend with the aftermath of battle

and growing volatility in Mexico City as Santa Anna's forces regrouped.

Confusion enveloped the city following the unexpected turn of events. In

light of these new circumstances, Santa Anna attempted to negotiate a truce,

hoping to buy time for strategic reinforcement and defense.

Douglas Scott viewed the truce as a temporary measure that would aid in

negotiations but soon faced setbacks as military violations continued. The

Mexican command's reluctance to disarm and ongoing preparations for

defense hastened the collapse of any hope for a peaceful settlement.

With Santa Anna determined to fortify the capital, Scott's troops prepared

for a decisive assault on the city. Facing the stark realities of war, both sides

prepared for further conflict, firmly entrenching the struggle between

American aspirations and Mexican pride. As Scott planned his upcoming

assault on Chapultepec, the future of the military campaign teetered on a
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knife’s edge, with the stakes of the battle having implications far beyond the

immediate military engagements in the streets of Mexico City.

Chapter Summary

22: The
Siege of
Veracruz
(Nov 1846 -
Mar 1847)

General Scott, with strategic approval, landed U.S. troops at Veracruz to
capture Mexico City. Despite logistic challenges and minimal early
resistance, troops occupied strategic positions leading to a successful
siege and surrender of Veracruz on March 27, 1847, showcasing Scott's
careful planning.

23: Cerro
Gordo (Apr
1847)

Transitioning from Veracruz, Scott aimed for Mexico City while trying to
win local support. After logistical challenges, a decisive American victory
at Cerro Gordo was achieved through flanking tactics, overcoming Santa
Anna’s defenses.

24: "Mr.
Polk's War"
(Late 1846
- Early
1847)

Public discontent grew over the war with Mexico, especially in New
England among abolitionists. The Wilmot Proviso highlighted the war's
slavery implications, and President Polk's administration faced criticism
as casualties mounted and political ambitions became apparent.

25: "I Beg
to Be
Recalled"
(Apr - Jun
1847)

After victories, Scott dealt with troop morale issues, logistical setbacks,
and political tensions, indicating a desire to be recalled due to mounting
challenges and diminishing support for the war.

26: That
Splendid
City! (Jul -
Aug 1847)

Scott’s forces regrouped while awaiting reinforcements, as negotiations
with Mexico complicated preparations for an assault on Mexico City,
which intensified as they approached the city limits.

27: Bloody
Friday (Aug
19, 1847)

Scott utilized strategic flanking maneuvers against Santa Anna at El
Peñón, leading to significant American victories despite heavy casualties,
showcasing the effectiveness of Scott's tactics.

28: The
Halls of
Montezuma
(Aug - Sep

Post-victory, Scott faced the volatility of Mexico City and Santa Anna's
efforts to negotiate a truce while preparing for a decisive assault,
marking a critical point in the conflict as the stakes rose significantly.
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Chapter Summary

14, 1847)
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of strategic planning and adaptability in

achieving goals

Critical Interpretation: In the narrative of Winfield Scott's campaign,

you are reminded of the critical importance of thorough strategic

planning and adaptability. Although faced with daunting challenges

and unexpected resistance, Scott’s meticulous preparations and

willingness to adjust his tactics ultimately led to significant victories.

This principle can inspire you to approach your own life endeavors

with a similar mindset, emphasizing the preparation involved in

setting goals and being ready to adapt when faced with obstacles.

Understanding that the path to success is rarely linear can empower

you to remain resilient and open-minded, fostering growth and

achievement in whatever pursuits you undertake.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Nicholas Trist’s War

### Chapter 29: Occupation

In the autumn of 1847, as Winfield Scott triumphantly entered Mexico City,

the local population was far from submissive. Mexican President Antonio

López de Santa Anna had retreated to Guadalupe Hidalgo, but violent

crowds began to form in reaction to the American occupation. Despite

Scott's initial control over key areas, he faced an immediate threat from

leperos (beggars) who looted abandoned buildings, along with hostile

civilians and convicts that Santa Anna had released to incite unrest.

Quick-thinking American soldiers responded by forming ranks and firing

upon the rioters, especially from buildings that were firing upon them. By

midday, American forces had largely subdued the violence.

Scott, an experienced military leader, sought to bring order to the chaotic

city. He issued General Order No. 284, reminding his troops that the conflict

was ongoing and urging them to conduct themselves with discipline. Under

his leadership, an atmosphere of relative calm returned to the city, although

sporadic violence persisted. Meanwhile, Scott established John Quitman as

the governor of the city and reaffirmed martial law.

Scott faced criticism for not spreading his forces beyond Mexico City, even
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as reinforcements arrived from the U.S., comprising significantly more

troops by December. As American soldiers occupied the city, gambling and

other vices contributed to lawlessness, sparking dissent among the

Mexicans, who observed the moral decay accompanying the occupation.

Simultaneously, Santa Anna attempted to regain footing by besieging Puebla

but suffered from low morale among his troops, leading to a lack of

conviction in their efforts against the Americans. Despite sporadic guerrilla

resistance in the countryside, many Mexicans were demoralized, resulting in

a situation where even civilian looting occurred.

Back in Washington, President Polk grew impatient with the slow progress

toward peace negotiations, especially following Scott's armistice with Santa

Anna. He ordered the recall of Nicholas Trist, the chief negotiator, as he

feared that Trist's continued presence might suggest U.S. eagerness for a

settlement on Mexican terms. Polk's mood worsened upon learning Trist’s

proposal to grant territory between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande to

Mexico.

In Mexico City, Trist remained unaware of his recall and continued efforts to

engage the Mexican government. After lengthy delays, a change in political

leadership occurred with the election of Pedro María Anaya as interim

president, which created opportunities for more stable peace negotiations.
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Despite multiple hurdles, including political opposition within Mexico

favoring continued war for reform, talks advanced. However, Trist faced a

precarious situation after learning of his recall, yet saw the necessity to

continue negotiations, recognizing the Mexicans' disinterest in being

perceived as having capitulated to the Americans.

As Trist persevered, he remained on good terms with influential Mexican

figures and navigated the complexities of diplomatic negotiations, with Scott

providing indirect support by focusing his military efforts on peace. By early

1848, discussions had reached a critical point, though challenges persisted

regarding the expected territorial boundaries and compensation.

Ultimately, after rigorous bargaining, both parties laid groundwork for a

treaty. On February 2, 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed,

codifying the U.S.'s territorial gains following the war while ending

hostilities. As Polk submitted the treaty for Senate ratification, tensions

among U.S. military leaders and politicians grew over issues of jurisdiction

and authority, particularly regarding Trist's actions and the terms he

proposed.

Polk’s frustrations culminated in a series of controversies, but,

acknowledging the treaty's potential benefits, he ultimately sought its

passage, recognizing the geopolitical stakes.
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### Chapter 30: Peace

As Scott worked on consolidating American control in Mexico City,

tensions in Washington increased, particularly regarding the direction of

peace negotiations led by Nicholas Trist. Polk's impatience reached a peak

as he accused Trist of overstepping his instructions and decided to recall

him. The President believed that Trist's presence encouraged the Mexicans

to hold out for more favorable terms, undermining the U.S. negotiating

position.

Despite the recall order reaching Trist on November 16, 1847, he remained

dedicated to pursuing peace, recognizing that the Mexican government was

becoming increasingly amenable to negotiations. Political changes within

Mexico saw Pedro María Anaya elected president, resulting in accelerated

discussions regarding peace. As Trist continued talks, he faced considerable

delays from a faction resistant to surrendering amid ongoing conflict.

Once Trist grasped that many influential Mexicans viewed his recall as

detrimental, he sought reassurance from allies, including British diplomat

Edward Thornton. Amid various pressures, Trist decided to continue

engaged with Mexican officials as he believed that reaching a peace

agreement was imperative, even if it meant defying his original orders.

While negotiations carried on, they faltered over boundary definitions and
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territorial claims, reflecting deep-rooted reluctance on both sides. The

American presence in Mexico City facilitated discussions and rendered the

prospect of prolonged occupation less appealing to the Mexican side,

particularly with fears of economic pressures from continuous military

occupancy.

On February 2, 1848, representatives from both nations signed the Treaty of

Guadalupe Hidalgo. The treaty delineated borders, compensated Mexico for

the territory ceded, and required both parties to affirm peace. Even after a

tentative agreement was reached, political strife continued as Polk wrestled

with the implications of Trist's unauthorized actions and the divided

sentiments within Congress about the treaty’s merits.

Despite criticism and anger toward Trist, discussions persisted amidst

domestic distractions in the U.S. Ultimately, Polk had no way to reject the

treaty without crippling his own objectives. Thus, after deliberations in

Congress, the Senate ratified a modified version of the treaty by March 10,

securing American territorial expansion while reflecting the complex

balance of political needs within both nations.

By June 1848, the treaty was finalized and peace established, marking a

pivotal transition in U.S.-Mexico relations. Though the war ended, internal

disputes within the American military lingered as Scott was relieved from

command amid lingering conflicts with prominent generals, showcasing the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


political turbulence that accompanied their military actions and the quest for

peace in the aftermath of the Mexican-American War.

Chapter Main Events Key
Figures Outcomes

29:
Occupation

            - Winfield Scott
enters Mexico City amidst
unrest.
            - Violence ensues
from Mexican civilians and
leperos.
            - Scott issues
General Order No. 284 for
troop discipline.
            - Establishment of
martial law by Scott; John
Quitman appointed as
governor.
            - Criticism regarding
Scott's troop distribution.
            - Gambling and
moral decay observed
among American soldiers.
        

            -
Winfield
Scott
            -
Antonio
López de
Santa
Anna
            -
John
Quitman
            -
Nicholas
Trist
            -
Pedro
María
Anaya
        

            - Sporadic
violence quelled by
American forces.
            - Continued
difficulties in negotiations
and military strategy.
            - Preparation for
the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo.
        

30: Peace

            - Increased tensions
in Washington over peace
negotiations.
            - Trist defies recall
order to pursue peace.
            - Political shifts in
Mexico, with elections
speeding negotiations.
            - Continued
struggles over border
definitions.
        

            -
Nicholas
Trist
            -
President
James
Polk
            -
Pedro
María
Anaya
            -
Edward
Thornton
        

            - Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo
signed on February 2,
1848.
            - Various
domestic political
disputes in the U.S.
surrounding the treaty.
            - Final Senate
ratification achieved by
March 10, 1848.
            - Internal military
conflicts persist post-war.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Epilogue

Epilogue Summary

The narrative concludes the two-year conflict between the United States and

Mexico, a bloody and costly war that resulted in the deaths of approximately

13,780 American soldiers and an even greater toll on the Mexican side. The

war, initiated under President James K. Polk, ultimately culminated in the

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, whereby the U.S. compensated Mexico with

$15 million and assumed responsibility for $3 million in debts, effectively

mirroring an earlier offer made by U.S. envoy John Slidell.

Despite the seeming justice in financial compensation, both nations would

have benefitted more from a negotiated sale of the territories. However,

Mexico, with its proud heritage, could not agree to such terms without

resistance; accepting a territorial loss in a manner that resembled historic

dismemberment would have been seen as deeply humiliating. In this context,

the war encapsulated issues of national pride and sovereignty.

Many Americans felt a sense of unease regarding the results of the conflict

and the concept of the "right of conquest," which was more accepted during

the 19th century. This right was even invoked to discuss the potential

annexation of parts of Mexico. Despite the significant territorial gains, some
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viewed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo as overly lenient towards Mexico,

reflecting complex sentiments surrounding the war.

The war itself was marked not only by military clashes but also by the harsh

realities of disease and hardship faced by soldiers on both sides. The

challenging conditions and the poor leadership within the Mexican ranks,

particularly under the flawed General Santa Anna, hampered their efforts.

American commanders, like Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott, faced

logistical nightmares, operating with minimal resources and support from

the federal government. Polk's attempts to minimize military spending

resulted in inadequate supplies for the troops, a decision that brought about

criticism and exacerbated the suffering of soldiers.

The epilogue provides updates on key figures of the conflict after the war.

Winfield Scott emerged as a hesitant hero, initially relieved of command

amidst an inquiry that tarnished his reputation yet led to congressional

accolades. Polk’s political ambitions waned, and he died shortly after

leaving office, burdened by the ramifications of the war. Notable generals

like Gideon Pillow and William Jenkins Worth continued their military

careers but faced political challenges and personal defeats. 

In contrast, figures such as John C. Frémont found themselves embroiled in

controversies and failed ventures despite their initial popularity, while

Stephen W. Kearny succumbed to illness after rising through the ranks. 
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The aftermath of the conflict cast a long shadow over U.S.-Mexico relations.

Mexico’s subsequent history was tempestuous, marked by internal strife,

dictatorship, and periods of foreign intervention, with many Mexicans

attributing their hardships to the legacy of the war. The resentment harbored

by Mexico toward the United States remains evident, evidenced by the

haunting reminder that the war played a crucial role in shaping the narratives

of both nations. 

This epilogue underscores not just the complexities of the

Mexican-American War but also the enduring impact it had on both

countries, which continue to navigate the repercussions of this tumultuous

chapter in their shared history.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The consequences of pride and sovereignty in conflict

resolution

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on the complexities of the

Mexican-American War, you can draw inspiration from the key theme

of national pride and its implications for sovereignty. Understanding

that both nations were burdened by their respective legacies, you come

to realize that in your own life, the pursuit of pride can lead to conflict

if not tempered with humility and negotiation. Embracing open

dialogue and valuing mutual respect can transform potential disputes

into constructive resolutions, reminding you that sometimes, accepting

compromise is a way to honor your identity while fostering peace with

others.
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