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About the book

In "Split," Swati Avasthi crafts a compelling narrative that delvesinto the
searing realities of familial discord and the strength to start anew. This
powerful novel invites readers on ariveting journey through the eyes of
sixteen-year-old Jace Witherspoon, who, after a shocking act of defiance
against his abusive father, flees to the doorstep of his estranged older
brother, under the stark illusions of a better life ahead. In stark, evocatively
descriptive prose, "Split" captures the tumultuous emotions entrenched in
rediscovering bonds broken long ago. As Jace navigates a path riddled with
secrets and heartache, he explores themes of forgiveness, identity, and the
fervent hope for redemption. Avasthi expertly molds a narrative that is as
heart-wrenching as it is heartwarming, ensuring that readers are compelled

to question the definition of family and the resilience found within its

fragility.
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About the author

Swati Avasthi, an Indian-American author, beautifully blends her diverse
cultural background with her passion for storytelling, creating narratives that
resonate deeply with her readers. Born and raised in New Mexico, Avasthi's
exposure to various cultural narratives sparked her interest in crafting tales
that delve into the complexities of human relationships and resilience against
adversity. After earning her Master of Fine Arts from the University of
Minnesota, she turned her keen insight and personal experiencesinto
compelling young adult literature. " Split," her acclaimed debut novel,
showcases Avasthi's ability to tackle challenging themes such as domestic
violence with sengitivity and authenticity, marking her as a powerful voice
in contemporary fiction. Balancing her roles as both a writer and a mother,
she continues to influence the literary world with stories that illuminate the
human condition. Avasthi's work has not only won multiple awards but also
found a permanent place on the shelves of those seeking meaningful and

thought-provoking reads.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

In Chapter 1, we are introduced to the protagonist, Jace, whoison a
daunting journey to reunite with his estranged brother, Christian, in
Albuquerque. The narrative begins with Jace contemplating the necessity of
lying to cover up hisreasons for visiting. He's made along, grueling drive
from Chicago, surviving on Mountain Dew and KFC, and battling with

thoughts of how to explain his sudden appearance at Christian’ s doorstep.

As Jace stands in front of Christian's apartment building, he admits to the
physical toll thisjourney—and hislife's recent events—has taken on him. A
split lip and rising bruises are evidence of atumultuous and possibly violent
past he's eager to conceal. The scene paints a vivid picture of desperation

and longing as Jace grapples with the anxiety of confronting Christian after a

significant absence.

Upon arriving at the building, Jace faces immediate uncertainty when he
finds no trace of Christian's name on the buzzer. The building seems aged
and neglected, mirroring Jace' s own feelings of weariness. He chooses to
buzz the apartment labeled "MARSHALL" and waits, praying that Christian
will respond.

An Asian woman named Mirriam, who clearly isn't expecting Jace, answers

the door. Her hostility underscores Jace's apprehension. However, the
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subsequent appearance of Christian brings a shift in mood. Although
Christian appears as changed as Jace imagined—taller, leaner, and
somewhat world-weary—their interaction is awkward, tinged with

unresolved tension.

Christian’s girlfriend, Mirriam, is skeptical of Jace, hinting at the gravity of
his visit. Her protective demeanor suggests that Christian's life is stable, yet
brittle enough to be disturbed by the arrival of his brother. Christian, while

supportive, is cautious, reflecting a history the two brothers share but are

reluctant to verbalize at this moment.

The chapter ends with Jace and Christian about to head out for dinner, and
the narrative punctuates with a haunting, loaded question: “Did he kill her?’
Jace’ s response—“Not yet”—implies adark family history that looms over
this reunion, establishing atense, suspenseful undertone that propels the

story forward.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

In Chapter 2, we follow the narrator as he reconnects with his brother,
Christian, after along separation. The chapter opens with Christian helping
the narrator out the front door, revealing a clear night sky. They make their
way to Christian's run-down red Pontiac Sunbird, which has seen better
days. The narrator contemplates suggesting they take his own messy car but

recalls memories of hisex-girlfriend, Lauren, criticizing its state.

Asthey drive, Christian remarks on the narrator's strong resemblance to their
father—a resemblance the narrator has mixed feelings about. He questions
whether he wants to look so much like a man who left a complicated legacy.
To divert the attention, he considers changing his appearance to look more
like Christian.

Their conversation is loaded with unspoken tensions. The narrator
apologizes for the sudden reappearance in Christian's life, and Christian
assures him it’s awelcome, albeit surprising, reunion. There's a sense of
mutual understanding, underpinned by the shared experience of domestic
violence in their family—something they both endure silently but never

openly discuss.

The narrator probes for more information about Christian’slife, learning that

Christian is now dating someone named Mirriam and that they've been
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together for ayear. They talk about Christian’s life change, including
moving next to Mirriam and changing hislast nameto "Marshall," abitter
irony given their father's obsession with Supreme Court Justice John
Marshall Harlan.

The narrative also reveals Christian’ s escape story. He disappeared from
their abusive household at 18, meticulously planning his departure with help
from afriend, Paul Costacos, and Paul's supportive family. They helped
Christian transition into a new life, where he could gather himself and start

anew as a college student—nhis escape effectively a means of survival.

The brothers eventually arrive at a red-themed diner, discovering littlein the
way of meaningful conversation. Christian expresses regret at having left the
narrator behind, apologizing for not being able to take him along when he
fled. But he explains that he assumed their father would not target the
narrator, having focused on Christian throughout their childhood.

Back in Christian’ s apartment complex, the narrator wrestles with the
uncertainty of hisfuture. Christian invites him to stay for the night, though
the narrator hopes for a more permanent arrangement. Christian hints that
Mirriam is unaware of their family’s dark history, casting doubt on the
stability of his current relationship. He's caught between wanting to protect

his brother and not wanting to jeopardize his own life with Mirriam.
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L eft alone in Christian’ s apartment, the narrator contemplates the path that
has led him to this moment and the precarious balance his brother maintains
in concealing their shared family trauma. The chapter closes with a sense of
longing and the promise of deegper conversations yet to come, as both

brothers seek understanding and healing from their past.
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Chapter 3 Summary:

Chapter 3 Summary:

The chapter begins with the protagonist, Jace, waking up on Christian's
couch, caught between sleep and wakefulness. He is haunted by memories
from his childhood, particularly avivid soccer game from when he was eight
years old. His father had been a pivotal figure in teaching him about
gportsmanship and resilience, encouraging him even in defeat. This memory
contrasts sharply with his current reality, highlighting his father's dual

nature.

The narrative shifts to a darker memory from Jace's teenage years, capturing
the volatile dynamics of his home life. Returning home one night, Jace
observes signs of abuse his mother has endured at the hands of his father.
Despite the fear and tension, Jace confronts his father in a rare moment of
defiance. This confrontation escalates quickly, resulting in a physical
altercation that leaves Jace injured and his relationship with his father

irrevocably broken.
Following the fight, Jace overhears a conversation between his parents,

where his mother pleads for him to stay. However, realizing the danger, he

decidesto leave, knowing he's no longer welcome. His mother discreetly
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gives him money and an address for Christian, suggesting a means of escape

and hope for a better future.

Now out of hisfather's reach, Jace makes his way to Christian's place, who
is his older brother. Christian, separated from the family and leading a new
life, is surprised by Jace's unexpected arrival. Jace, grappling with the reality
of his situation, spends the night on the couch, reflecting on what brought

him there and what comes next.

The following morning, in the cramped and modest apartment, Jace is
confronted with the immediate challenges of his new reality—uncertainty
about his future, lack of basic necessities, and the tenuous relationship with
Christian. Despite this, there's an underlying resilience and determination in
Jace. Christian, juggling his own life, isinitially unsure how to handle Jace's

sudden presence but promises to help him figure things out.

As Christian leaves for work, the chapter closes with Jace left alone to
contemplate his options and the days to come. The narrative explores the
themes of family dysfunction, the cycle of abuse, and the quest for
independence and safety, setting the stage for Jace's journey toward healing

and self-discovery.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting adversity builds resilience.

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of overwhelming turmoil, Jace's
defiance against his father serves as a pivotal moment of courage and
self-advocacy. This act of resistance, despite its immediate
repercussions, becomes a stepping stone for Jace's personal growth.,

Y ou can draw inspiration from Jace's journey by recognizing that
facing difficulties head-on, athough daunting, empowers you to break
free from cycles of negativity and steers you toward a path of
resilience and independence. The willingness to confront challenging
situations can open avenues for change and equip you with the

strength needed to constructively navigate life's unpredictabilities.
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Chapter 4:

In Chapter 4, we follow the protagonist who seeks solace from the chaos of
life through a soccer practice session. After leaving Chicago, he's brought
by Mirriam, an English teacher, to the high school fields, decent with fresh
white paint and decent goals, for practice. His mind, however, is
preoccupied with Christian's proposition about what it takes to stay with

him, considering his financial struggles.

As he practices, histhoughts are interrupted by the arrival of Mirriam's
students—Eric, an imposing figure with aredheaded girlfriend and a
smoking blonde—who exchange playful banter with Mirriam before being
shooed away by acop car. This chaotic dynamic lends a sense of realism to
the protagonist’s attempt to distract his restless mind by racing around the
field, but he's soon reminded of the high altitude when he has difficulty
breathing.

On the way back, abrief stop at a bookstore reveals another layer of the
protagonist's character—a fascination with chess queens, reflecting perhaps
his desire for control or empowerment amidst his turmoil. This fascination
turnsinto an impulsive act as he steals a queen piece, symbolizing yet
another attempt to salvage control amid alife of uncertainties. His act,
however, doesn't go unnoticed. A young girl named Dakota, who works at

the store and has a penchant for reading, confronts him. Their interaction is
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tense yet intriguing, with Dakota sensing his infraction but choosing not to

expose him.
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Chapter 5 Summary:

In Chapter 5, the protagonist, who remains unnamed, returnsto his brother
Christian’ s apartment after along journey. He reflects on the austere and
minimalistic setup of Christian’s room, noting the absence of persona
touches except for his framed diplomas hidden inside his closet. This
highlights Christian’s pride intertwined with modesty. The protagonist
recalls a childhood incident where Christian, always the protective older
brother, defended him during a Halloween adventure gone awry. This
memory cements their bond but contrasts with their current complex

relationship marked by unresolved family trauma.

The protagonist overhears a conversation through the thin apartment walls
between Christian and Mirriam, Christian's apparent romantic interest. Their
discussion revolves around whether the protagonist can stay with Christian.
Mirriam suggests he might need Christian’s guidance, hinting at the
protagonist’ s troubled past and the potential danger if left unsupported. It's
revealed that their father was abusive, a significant factor in Christian fleeing

their home in Chicago for a fresh start.

The conversation touches on family loyalty and the deeply scarred yet
complicated relationship with their father. Christian is reluctant to reopen
old wounds, indicating a desire to move past his abusive upbringing,

whereas Mirriam pushes for emotional transparency. The conversation
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spirasinto afight about honesty and the implications it holds for their
relationship, ultimately leading to a tense discussion about whether they can

continue together without trust.

The protagonist, hidden from sight, struggles with his emotions and
memories of their father’ s abuse. He feels torn between the desire to save his
mother, who remains with their father, and accepting the new reality with
Christian. He yearns for a connection, for a sense of belonging, but is
hampered by feelings of inadequacy and guilt for leaving her behind. This
internal conflict is mirrored in the e-mail he drafts, contemplating reaching

out to his mother while grappling with the ramifications of doing so.

The chapter offers a deep dive into themes of familial bonds, the haunting
grip of past trauma, and the struggle for independence and identity amid
familial expectations. The protagonist’s decision to stay or leave remains
uncertain, underscoring the tension between seeking freedom and the pull of

unresolved family issues.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The journey towards emotional transparency and healing.
Critical Interpretation: By exploring the chapter's key element of
emotional transparency, you can embark on a personal journey
towards healing and understanding in your own relationships. It
encourages you to acknowledge past traumas and seek open
communication with those who matter most. Remember, the
protagonist struggles with confronting family history and expressing
truth, yet this vulnerability can lead to healing. Embrace the courage
needed to face difficult conversations with loved ones, allowing
bridges to be mended and deeper understanding to blossom. As
highlighted in Mirriam's plea for honesty, pushing through emotional
barriers offers the promise of growth and transformation, not just for
relationships, but for yourself.
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Chapter 6 Summary:

In this chapter, Jace Marshall istrying to navigate a delicate situation with
his older brother, Christian. Jace has arrived unannounced, likely in a state

of distress, and is trying to persuade Christian to let him stay. The chapter
provides insights into their complicated family history and the bonds that

have been tested and strained over time.

Jace recalls the warmth and security he once felt in his relationship with
Christian, who taught him how to read, ride a bike, and defend himself
during their childnood. There is a desperate hope from Jace that these
memories will be enough to rekindle some familial affection from his
brother. When Christian arrives, Jace is self-conscious about his borrowed,
iI-fitting clothes, but Christian’s offer to take him shopping is a gesture that

seems more like a practical step than a display of genuine affection.

Christian, ever the problem-solver, quickly assesses the situation and offers
Jace a green American Express card for shopping, asign of tentative
acceptance and support. However, there are strings attached. Christian
makes it clear that Jace' s stay is contingent upon some ground rules that he
establishes. This sets the tone for an awkward negotiation reminiscent of a

legal agreement rather than a warm family reunion.

Thefirst ruleisto avoid asking each other questions about the past, which
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hints at Christian’s efforts to distance himself from their shared traumatic
history, particularly involving their abusive father. Jace' s presence is a stark
reminder of the past Christian has fought hard to escape, including changing
his last name and moving across the Atlantic. The emotional tension rises as
Jace realizes his dilemma: his very existence disrupts Christian’s carefully

constructed new life.

The second rule prohibits Jace from contacting their mother using
Christian’s phone, underscoring the protective barriers Christian has built to
avoid being traced by their father. Despite these rules, Jace' sinstinct isto
guestion Christian about their father’ s search for him, but Christian cites
Rule Number One to shut down the conversation. Jace is | eft to piece
together his brother’ s defensive mechanism to cope with their family’ stoxic

dynamics.

During this exchange, Christian reveals he sends cash to their mother under
a pseudonym to help her leave their father if she choosesto. Thisrevelation
shocks Jace, who cannot fathom why she hasn’t acted on the opportunity to
escape. The discussion underscores the fear and powerlessness they both feel

in relation to their father’ s lingering presence in their lives.
An unintended admission from Jace—that he emailed their mother using a

school account—triggers tension in the room. Christian reacts strongly,

highlighting the necessity of caution in their interactions. Jace's
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impulsiveness mirrors their father’ s anger, prompting Christian to caution
him against such behavior. This moment crystallizes the fear of becoming

like their father and the strife it causes between them.

Asthey settle on the remaining rules—avoiding social services involvement,
staying in school, and contributing to the household in various ways—the
chasm between Jace and Christian becomes evident. While Christian extends
aplace for Jace to stay, it’s clear that their brotherly bond remains fractured
by the past, leaving Jace feeling as though he's still lost his brother. The
chapter ends with an uneasy agreement but no real resolution to the

emotional distance between the brothers.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Building Bridges Amidst Fractures
Critical Interpretation: The chapter highlights the power of hope and
resilience in rekindling strained bonds, inspiring you to approach

delicate relationships with patience and understanding.

Even amid fractured family ties and emotional scars, the human spirit
holds a profound capacity for healing and reconciliation. Through the
narrative of Jace and Christian, you learn the importance of extending
an olive branch, stepping beyond past grievances, and embracing the

present moment with empathy.

Thelr tentative steps toward reconnection, laden with ground rules and
unspoken truths, emphasize how courage often liesin vulnerability.

By reflecting on how Jace yearned for warmth and acceptance, you are
inspired to foster forgiveness, nurture the threads of connection, and
cherish the enduring hope for mending even the most complex
relationships.
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Chapter 7 Summary:

In Chapter 7, titled "Welcome to My New Life, Part One," the protagonist
embarks on the challenging process of settling into a new residence. This
involves gathering a mountain of personal and legal paperwork necessary for
school enrollment and vehicle registration, underscoring the complexities of
establishing afresh start. In previous moves facilitated by his parents, these
obstacles seemed invisible, but now, without their immediate guidance, the

protagonist faces them head-on.

Christian, an influential figure in the protagonist's life, arrives as he
contemplates maneuvering through these bureaucratic hurdles. Christian,
who has his own enigmatic past, enters the scene and helps forge their
father's signature on the necessary documents, a nod to their shared history

and the necessity of bending rulesin challenging times.

With the documents ready, the protagonist attends the Land of Enchantment
Charter School (LECS), a small Montessori high school. The school is
unconventional, featuring an independent, personalized learning approach in
a setting more akin to a communal home rather than a traditional educational
institution. Caitlyn, a vivacious redhead with a social following, is assigned
as his"buddy," signifying an initiation into the social fabric of the schoal,
which is devoid of typical high school norms like cheerleading, focusing

instead on its dominating soccer culture due to the absence of afootball
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The protagonist reflects on his former high school status, once solidified by
his relationship with a girl named Lauren, and ponders how to redefine
himself at LECS. He resolves to shed his past reputation as a "bastard" and
sets his sights on a more refined identity, though the path to achieve this

remains unclear.

Through interactions with his peers, particularly Eric, the captain of the
soccer team, the protagonist is tested on the field. Despiteinitially trying to
keep alow profile, his skillsin soccer shine through, demonstrated during a
scrimmage that allows him to secure a position on the varsity team. The
chapter closes with the protagonist taking significant strides towards
defining his new life, strategically navigating both the bureaucratic and

socia challenges of his new high school setting.
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Chapter 8:

Chapter 8 introduces Jace, who steps into a bookstore, seeking a
conversation with Dakota. Jace is portrayed as a young man navigating a
new chapter in hislife, evidenced by hisinteraction with Dakota over a
chess piece—a queen. The chess piece symbolizes Jace's attempt to start
anew, representing a new collection or beginning in Albuquerque. The
mention of atwin connection may signify adesire for belonging or duality

in his new environment.

Dakota, stationed in the Sci-Fi/Fantasy section, is depicted as an intriguing
character, possibly alove interest, who garners respect and curiosity from
Jace. Despite her reserved demeanor—not smiling fully—she engages him
in light, teasing banter. Through their exchange, it's revealed that Dakota
works at this bookstore after school, favoring it over mundane placeslike a
pizzajoint. Thisdetail hintsat her interest in literature and adesire for a

more enriching work environment.

Jace, meanwhile, isreveaed to be from aless affluent part of town but
aspires to reintegrate into society through ajob at the bookstore. His
backstory is hinted at through his interaction with Dakota—he has scars
from past events that have begun to heal, both physically and
metaphorically, asindicated by the healing forehead scar.
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The dialogue also unveils a previous transgression by Jace, who once stole
the queen chess piece impulsively. Now, he attempts to rectify his past

mistake, showcasing both character growth and adesire for Dakota's
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Chapter 9 Summary:

Chapter 9 Summary:

In this chapter, the protagonist, Jace, and his brother Christian embark on a
shopping trip to buy essential items for Jace, as he adjusts to living with
Christian. They purchase clothes, toiletries, and household linens to make
Jace more comfortable in Christian's small apartment. Despite feeling
grateful, Jace is uneasy about the financial burden placed on Christian.

Back at the apartment, Christian tries to manage cooking dinner, but his
culinary skills leave much to be desired. Jace, yearning for afamiliar meal
like frozen pizzafrom his past life, navigates Christian's sparse kitchen
offerings, which are health-focused and bland.

Asthey prepare for dinner, Jace is reminded of his mother's impending visit
over Thanksgiving and contemplates how to share the news with Christian,
given their complex family dynamics. Jace's mother escaping their family

home symbolizes her desire to leave atroubled past behind.
Their dinner isinterrupted by Mirriam, Christian's girlfriend, bringing over a

proper meal that Jace finds delicious. Amidst the meal, Mirriam prods for

information about Christian's family, prompting Jace to protectively deflect
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her questions. The conversation turns tense when Mirriam, with good
intentions but poor execution, implies that Jace might be at risk due to his

circumstances.

The evening concludes with an uncomfortable departure and Jace taking a
moment to clear his mind, driving aimlessly before returning to find
Christian waiting for him. They share an unspoken understanding, reflecting
on their shared past and hinting at a deeper bond devel oping between them
despite their strained relationship. Ultimately, the chapter encapsulates their
evolving connection, underscored by moments of conflict, nostalgia, and a

tentative reconciliation.
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Chapter 10 Summary:

Chapter Summary:

Chapter 10 of the novel presents a slice-of-life scene as our protagonist
navigates atypical day filled with both mundane and dramatic interactions.
The chapter opens with the protagonist working on a photo in Photoshop
during lunch in the media center, a place chosen for its solitude. However,
the quiet isinterrupted by Mirriam, ateacher and part of a morning tea ritual
with another teacher named Christian. Her unexpected visit adds a layer of

intrigue, hinting at underlying school dynamics.

Soon after, Caitlyn enters, embodying a more youthful and peer-related
presence. Their conversation is casual but notable because it reflects the
protagonist's desire for connection, underscored by the protagonist's
self-deprecating humor and slight nervousness when faced with social

situations, a point of introspection marked by missing Lauren.

The chapter then shifts to soccer practice, a routine on Wednesdays where
Eric, afellow student, replaces the coach due to ameeting. Practiceisa
place of social competition where dynamics between characters unfold.
Caitlyn and Heather, who is attempting to mimic Caitlyn's confident style,

spectate from the sidelines. Notably, a casual comment from Caitlyn about
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the protagonist's soccer shorts inadvertently drives a wedge of rivalry
between Eric and the protagonist due to Caitlyn's influential presence among
the students.

Eric'sdirective of "Last to first" at practice is not initially understood by the
protagonist, revealing gaps in his familiarity with the team. However, Tom, a
teammate who recently moved to the bench to make room for the
protagonist, offers friendly guidance. The resulting physical exertionis
depicted metaphorically, hinting at an ongoing struggle both on and off the
field.

Tensions rise as Eric's animosity towards the protagonist becomes more
rooted in jealousy rather than fairness. Caitlyn's attempt to quit smoking,
paired with her interactions with Eric, underline shifting loyalties and social
hierarchies. The protagonist finds himself embroiled in a non-verbal contest

of willswith Eric, reflecting unresolved conflicts.

The climax of the chapter occurs as Caitlyn, demonstrating unexpected
kindness, pacifies the brewing conflict merely by her presence, illustrating
her socia influence. She negotiates the situation, securing a ride home from

Eric, deftly manipulating the dynamics while remaining detached.

In conclusion, this chapter explores themes of interpersonal rivalry, the quest

for belonging, and unresolved emotional tension through the protagonist’s
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lens. Caitlyn's powerful but subtle influence on those around her, contrasted
with the protagonist's internal struggle to adhere to a personal resolve "not to
be a bastard," adds depth, setting the stage for further character

development.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Caitlyn's demonstration of influence through kindness
Critical Interpretation: Caitlyn's ability to navigate social dynamics
with subtlety and grace is more than just visible power; it's a testament
to the profound impact kindness can have in overcoming conflicts. In
your life, you can learn from Caitlyn's example by recognizing the
power you hold when approached with empathy and understanding.
Think of how akind gesture or ssimply being present and listening can
de-escalate tensions or foster a sense of belonging in challenging
situations. Her actions remind us that influence doesn't aways need to
be loud or forceful — often, the quiet voice of compassion can move

mountains.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

In Chapter 11, the protagonist Jace navigates atense evening after an
unplanned late shift at the bookstore. Upon returning to his temporary home
at Christian’s apartment, Jace realizes he forgets to inform Christian of the
delay, which sets the stage for a confrontation. Christian is his older brother,
who has taken on a protective but unfamiliar role in Jace's chaotic life,
following their escape from an abusive household. Christian, who is
navigating his own traumas, lives with Mirriam, his supportive yet

outspoken girlfriend.

As Jace enters the apartment, he braces for the fallout with Christian, who
appears composed yet unhappy at Jace’ s tardiness. Mirriam, embodying her
overprotective nature, initially underscores the tension but leaves to allow
the brothers to resolve their issues. Jace attempts to explain, ssammering
through an apology but defensive against doubts of his intentions. Christian,
understanding of Jace's defensive habits from their father’ s abuse,
emphasizes that the strict rules of their past are no longer applicable. The
brothers reconcile as Christian offers a key to the apartment, symbolizing

trust and a step toward Jace's independence.
L ater, Jace's encounter with Mirriam in her kitchen prompts a candid

exchange. Despite an initial misunderstanding about Jace' s potential for

trouble, Mirriam expresses her protectiveness over Christian, who, like Jace,
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grapples with the scars of their past. Mirriam encourages Jace to understand
Christian’s struggle between being protective and self-guarded, hinting at
their shared history.

The chapter delves into how Jace and Christian cope with their
past—moving from the shadow of an abusive father, who though successful
and admired as a judge, was tyrannical at home. Jace reflects on instances of
paternal support and the complexity of familial love, even asit’s marred by
violence. Through Mirriam’s mentorship in the simple act of cooking, Jace
is offered a glimpse of a normalcy he didn't think possible, alongside the

acknowledgment of missing afather he should otherwise despise.

In conclusion, this chapter highlights Jace's struggle between anger and a
yearning for connection, underscoring themes of healing, forgiveness, and
change. It emphasizes that while change requires effort, understanding, and
patience, it's attainable, inching Jace toward a hopeful reconciliation with his

new life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Path to Reconciliation Through Trust and
Independence

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into aworld where trust is
both a foundation and an aspiration. Chapter 11 of "Split" gently
invites you to explore this delicate balance, as Jace receives a key—an
emblem of trust—from his brother Christian. Picture yourself in Jace's
shoes, navigating his emotional landscape, layered with the burdens of
his past. The transfer of the key is not just a momentary act; it'sa
profound gesture, hinting at newfound freedom. It represents breaking
away from the restrictive chains of an abusive past and moving toward
an empowering independence. As Christian hands over the key, it
bridges the personal distance created by past traumas and inspires a
journey toward mutual understanding and healing. Now, reflect on this
act—how a simple gesture can spark change, urging you to embrace
trust, offer forgiveness, and pursue your path to independence.
Through Jace's experience, you're reminded that reconciliation and

personal growth are possible even amidst the turmoil.
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Chapter 12

In Chapter 12, the protagonist, whose name is not explicitly mentioned,
invites Dakota, a co-worker, for a coffee break to thank her for helping him
get hisjob. He gives her a Photoshopped picture that symbolizes a blend of
shared memories, which excites Dakota. Despite feeling this could be the
moment to ask her out, the protagonist hesitates, showing internal conflict

about pursuing a romantic relationship with her.

When he returns home, the protagonist is confronted by reminders of a
turbulent past with Lauren, evidenced by unopened emailsfilled with
accusation and desperation. The protagonist deliberates over these emails,
knowing that Lauren, once a significant person in hislife, had a complex and

unhealthy influence on him.

The chapter delvesinto a vivid flashback of the protagonist's complicated
relationships with both Lauren and other friends. The flashback reveals an
incident at a Starbucks where tensions rose, showing Lauren's intertwined
relationship dynamics with the protagonist and their mutual friend, Edward.
The narrative highlights Lauren's quick adaptability in social situations,
contrasting with the protagonist's inner struggle with jealousy and control,
especialy highlighted by a confrontation following suspicions of infidelity

involving Edward.
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The memory turns dark, showing a moment of physical aggression towards
Lauren, bringing to light the protagonist's guilt and realization of his actions

destructive nature. His imagination reveals agrim vision of afuturefilled
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Chapter 13 Summary:

Chapter 13 Summary:

During lunch, | persuade my friend Tom to shoot some hoops with me to
patch things up from the previous week. We're messing around with
dribbling and playful moves when Caitlyn, Eric, and Heather show up.
Caitlyn waves, and Eric comes over to join us. His passes are intentionally
difficult, likely trying to embarrass me in front of the others. He aims one at
me that | manage to passto Tom, but Tom fumbles, and the ball ends up with
Caitlyn. Caitlyn and Heather tease Tom about his skills, suggesting he's been
downgraded and is struggling to find his place.

Asthe banter continues, Caitlyn turns her attention to me, hinting at a
flirtatious rivalry. | recognize her sharp wit, reminiscent of my ex, Lauren.
Unlike Eric, who adores these jokes, | see through the facade. Caitlyn triesto
provoke me by referencing her pants, suggesting I'm interested in her. While
Caitlyn's outward confidence and popularity attract me, it's her resilience,
akinto Lauren's, that | find hard to resist.

The verbal sparring escalates, and Caitlyn playfully suggests going out

together to see what happens. Meanwhile, Eric and Heather laugh, but Eric
looks uneasy. We leave the basketball court, and | find myself in Caitlyn's
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mom's SUV, driving into the mountains. Aswe park, Caitlyn leansin to kiss
me, but something feels off. Her approach lacks the depth and sincerity of
Lauren's. Memories of Lauren flood back, including her candid stories and

our intimate moments.

The realization hits me—Caitlyn is a superficia imitation of Lauren. She
lacks the genuine power and confidence that Lauren exuded effortlesdly.
When Caitlyn admits her earlier behavior was all for show, | suspect she's
inexperienced, unlike the audacious Lauren. Faced with Caitlyn'sinability to
match Lauren's authenticity, | decide against pursuing anything further with

her.

| gently tell Caitlyn that we're both caught up in distractions, hinting at her
intentions being more about making Eric jealous than real interest in me. She
seems shocked and embarrassed, but | reassure her that we're both focused
on other people. She insists on knowing who she's substituting, and | admit
it's an ex. Despite Caitlyn's efforts, | realize that lingering on a past

relationship won't allow me to move on.

We agree to hang out platonically, leaving me contemplating whether it

would be impolite to ssimply walk home, avoiding further entanglement.
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Chapter 14 Summary:

In Chapter 14, the main character, Jace, is spending time with Mirriam in the
kitchen, learning how to whip egg whites for pancakesin a scene
reminiscent of aclassic TV show. Asthey cook, they discuss Jace's school
life, particularly his budding interest in chess thanks to his interactions with
Tom, afriend or an acquaintance, bringing both humor and a sense of

connection into their conversation.

Amidst preparing pancakes, Jace shifts the conversation towards
Thanksgiving and his desire to make it special, given that he and Christian,
his brother, will be together for the holidays again. Mirriam agreesto help
teach Jace how to cook turkey, illustrating her supportive and nurturing role

in hislife,

Jace reflects on his frequent email exchanges with his mother, noting the
decline in the length of their correspondence. This behavior echoes past
patterns of silence in hisfamily, particularly during times of tension with his
father. His mother’ s emails, once full of inquiries and warmth, have
dwindled down to brief, amost cold exchanges, which increases Jace's

concerns about her well-being.

When Christian arrives home, the atmosphere becomes more tense. Christian
isvisibly distressed after treating ayoung girl at the hospital, a disturbing
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case that involved calling the authorities, yet resulted in the girl being
returned to potentially harmful circumstances. Jace and Mirriam attempt to

support Christian, but his emotional burden weighs heavily on him.

Through the interactions, it becomes evident that both Jace and Christian are
trying to navigate their own stressful situations. Jace's silent offer of
companionship to Christian isinitially rebuffed, but he finds a moment of

connection through a shared past and reminder of familial bonds.

The chapter wraps up with asmall family tradition involving the making of
pancakes—a light moment breaking through the somber tone. Christian and
Jace share an endearing exchange about a childhood nickname "Toad,"
which is exclusively used within the family, reinforcing their bond. This
glimpse into their past and the ritual of making pancakes brings a moment of

sweetness and relief, suggesting resilience amidst their challenges.
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Chapter 15 Summary:

In Chapter 15, Jaceis on abreak at work, absorbed in his thoughts and
attempting to expand his culinary repertoire by perusing recipesin the "Joy
of Cooking." As he's pondering about cooking simpler dishes like
hamburgers or macaroni and cheese, he's interrupted by his brother,
Christian, who appears unannounced at the café. Christian, who is dressed in
his scrubs and carrying a murse (short for aman's purse), has brought Jace a

banana and a granola bar, noticing that Jace left without eating breakfast.

Their conversation reveals an underlying tension and unspoken news as
Christian hands Jace aletter from their mom, her writing immediately
recognizable. Although Jace is curious and somewhat anxious about its
contents, he hesitates to open it in front of Christian. The letter is an unusual
occurrence, as their mom typically communicates via email, and Christian

seems particularly curious about what the letter might say.

After Christian leaves for the hospital, Jace's coworker Dakota joins him.
Dakota, who had given Jace his current job, strikes up a conversation that
hints at mutual interest between them. Jace, however, is mentally grappling
with his complicated emotions regarding Lauren, another woman in hislife

who is currently troubling him due to past events.

Once Dakota leaves the café, Jace finally manages to open his mother's letter
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in privacy. The letter assures Jace of her impending visit but also contains a
cryptic message about a need to discuss something important upon her
arrival. Accompanying the letter is a photocopy of awarrant for Jace's arrest,
shocking him to the core. It's signed by Lauren, indicating significant
upcoming challenges and conflictsin Jace' s life related to unresolved issues
with her. The chapter captures Jace's struggle between his current mundane
concerns and the looming complexities of his relationships and legal

troubles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Curiosity Amid Uncertainty

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 15, while on a break at work, Jace
peruses recipes from the 'Joy of Cooking,' reflecting asimple yet
profound choice to explore and learn something new. He seeksto
expand his culinary skills, engaging with aworld outside his
immediate worries. This moment of curiosity is interrupted by
significant upcoming challenges as he receives unsettling news from
his brother. The juxtaposition of mundane curiosity with profound
uncertainty underscores a critical lesson: In the midst of life's
pressures and looming challenges, find the courage to remain curious
and open to new experiences. Let this curiosity provide solace and
perspective, offering amomentary escape from life'simpending
turbulence. By seeking knowledge and embracing life's small
wonders, you equip yourself with aricher, more resilient mindset to
navigate storms, transform apprehension into preparation, and face

every challenge with a more centered heart.
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Chapter 16:

In Chapter 16, the narrator, accompanied by Christian, embarks on an early
morning hike to a mountain peak, reminiscent of an adventure on atram—a
cable-suspended vehicle scaling the steep mountain face. Initialy, the
narrator is skeptical of the early hour chosen for the hike, but the
breathtaking views atop the mountain quickly shift thisinitial reluctance.
The rugged terrain surprises them as it appears more like a colossal,

rough-hewn dome rather than a gentle, sloping hill.

As the dawn breaks, Christian draws attention to a vibrant spectacle—The
Balloon Fiesta—where colorful hot air balloons, each bearing their own
unique patterns and colors, liberally decorate the sky. This prompts a
nostalgic reflection for the narrator, who recalls a childhood tendency to free
party balloons to watch them soar skyward, symbolizing liberation and new
beginnings. Christian providesinsight into balloon mechanics, rekindling the
sense of wonder and knowledge-sharing that characterized their childhood
relationship.

Amidst this vivid landscape, Christian and the narrator share asimple
breakfast of trail mix and hot chocolate. The conversation takes a personal
turn, veering toward Christian's relationship with Mirriam. There’s an
unspoken tension, as Christian reveals Mirriam’ s wish for him to open up

about his past, particularly about unresolved issuesin Chicago. These
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attempts at reconciliation, laden with emotional and informative content,
seem cumbersome to Christian, who struggles to articulate painful memories

succinctly.

The discussion gingerly steps into deeper territory, exploring family
dynamics scarred by a history of abuse. Christian’ s reticent stories of their
father’s violence unfold—a history of assault that left physical and

emotional scars, including an encounter that resulted in asurgical scar after a
brutal incident in New Y ork. The narrator successfully pieces together that
Christian, known for his distance from their father, harbors unease about

their safety and choices since leaving home.

The narrative unveils their mother’ s manipulated ties to their abusive father
and Christian’ s ultimatum for her to choose her freedom over a destructive
marital bond. The forthcoming Thanksgiving visit from their mother is laden
with hope—representing a significant shift toward liberation from their
father’ s influence. Christian’ s acknowledgment of this plan stirs mixed
emotions. optimism for reuniting with their mother and uncertainty about

Mirriam's potential exposure to their turbulent family past.

Asthey contemplate this anticipated reunion, the hike becomes symbolic of
facing personal struggles—both the treacherous climb and the serene vista
punctuated by floating balloons parallel Christian's battle with past

memories and the hope of eventual peace. The chapter closes with an
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understated camaraderie, reinforced by shared warmth from a thermos of hot

chocolate and the reassurance of fraternal support amidst life's unpredictable
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Chapter 17 Summary:

In Chapter 17, Jace's life is a complex web of challenges and secrets. Having
just finished another unsuccessful soccer game, his team's record now a
depressing 0-5, he attempts to distract himself by working on a Hamlet
paper. In the midst of this, he receives an email from Lauren, a person who
seems to hold significant emotional weight in hislife. Her message is simply
one word: "Done," aresponse to a prior message of his, and a stark reminder

of acomplicated past that involves awarrant for his arrest.

Jace’ sinternal struggle becomes evident as he juggles feelings of relief and
guilt; he’s comforted by the geographical distance between him and Lauren
but also worries about the impact of his actions. This ambivalence surfaces
when he tries to make sense of his situation through the cold lens of a

dictionary definition, indicating a struggle to reconcile his emotions.

Caitlyn, another character in Jace's life, invites him to join her group for
pizza, subtly revealing her personal insecurities. Although tempted to join
and enjoy the normalcy, Jace lies to Caitlyn about being unwell and dodges

his work obligation to indulge in a semblance of a social life once more.
Later, Jace finds himself in Dakota s kitchen, undergoing a hair dye

experiment. This setting serves as a backdrop to explore degper themesin

Jace's life, particularly his tumultuous relationship with his family. Dakota,
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who has become a friend and creative collaborator, unknowingly delves into
sensitive territory as they discuss Jace's family background and his decision

to move to New Mexico.

Jace's interactions with Dakota peel back layers of his character, revealing a
propensity to hide the truth about hisfather’ s abusive nature. Despite an
opportunity to confide in someone, he hesitates to lay bare the truth, fearing
judgment and misunderstanding. Instead, he covers his vulnerability with
more lies, obscuring the harsh reality of hisfather’ s temper and
manipulation. Jace also battles with mixed emotions regarding hisrolein

shielding his mother and contemplating his own complicity.

Asthe evening unfolds, Jace experiences a brief reprieve in Dakota s home,
a setting that's a stark contrast to his own unstable past. The laughter and
ease within her family remind him of alife that could be, yet is out of reach

aslong as he remains tethered to his secrets.

The chapter ends with Jace inspecting his new hair color, a metaphor for
transformation and yet, an indication of how he hasn’t quite shed the past.
Dakota's preference for honesty pushes against Jace's well-constructed
facade, challenging him to confront the truths that continue to haunt him.
Despite the physical change, the internal struggle remains, setting the stage

for Jace' s further evolution.
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Chapter 18 Summary:

In Chapter 18, the protagonist, Jace, is playing a game of gin rummy with
his brother, Christian, who is exceptionally good at it. Jace attempts to shift
to chess but Christian isin the mood for winning. As Jace prepares turkey
sandwiches in the kitchen, they discuss Christian's prowess at the card game.
This mundane activity isinterrupted by a concerning phone call that puts the

brothers on edge.

The call comes from Jace's father, arevelation that creates immediate
tension. Christian answersinitially but hands it to Jace when he recognizes
their father's voice. The father, a manipulative figure, confronts Jace about a
previous incident—a phone call Jace made when hefirst arrived at
Christian's—which might expose their location to people they are trying to
avoid. The father is antagonistic, bringing up awarrant that Jace wasn't
aware of and claiming to have used hislegal skillsto make it disappear. This
stems from a violent incident involving Jace and a person named Lauren,

signaling past issues that Jace hasn't fully resolved.

Christian isvisibly upset, having built a new life with career prospects and a
relationship, both of which are threatened by the potential revelation of
Jace's whereabouts. The brotherly bond is strained as Christian demands
honesty, and Jace grapples with guilt for jeopardizing their safety. Jace's past

continues to haunt him, as his father exploits the situation under pretense of
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concern, all while securing his reputation.

A specific worry surfaces regarding their mother, hinting at an abusive
background. Jace realizes their mother might have planned to escape, but her
route is now compromised. Christian reassures Jace, explaining his father's

typical behavior, and swiftly makes their contact information untraceable.

Amidst the tension, Jace is overwhelmed with nausea, reflecting the
intensity of their situation and the fear for their mother’ s safety. Meanwhile,
Christian maintains a stoic and calm demeanor, atrait Jace longs to emulate.
Christian ducks out for arun to cool off, showcasing a mechanism to

manage stress, while Jace remains alone, attempting to calm himself.

Throughout the chapter, themes of family dynamics, manipulation, and past
trauma are explored, highlighting Jace' s challenging journey of redemption
and the bonds tested by external threats. The chapter ends with Jace
pondering second chances, both as a question of self-redemption and the

overarching narrative of his strained familial relationships.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The resilience and growth amidst adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 18 of 'Split," Jace faces the
unsettling intrusion of his past when his manipulative father calls,
threatening the fragile stability he and his brother, Christian, have
worked hard to achieve. Despite the tension and the reminder of past
trauma, this moment pushes Jace to confront his fears and embrace
honesty and openness with Christian. This chapter inspires usto find
strength in facing our challenges directly, emphasizing the importance
of confronting our past rather than running from it. Through
Christian's calm and resilient demeanor, we're reminded that growth
often comes through adversity, and second chances at building trust

and restoring relationships are possible, even in the aftermath of hurt.
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Chapter 19 Summary:

Chapter 19 finds Jace and Dakota standing at the edge of acliff in New
Mexico, overlooking awaterfall. The setting emits a sulfuric smell that
puzzles Jace, who shares a moment of camaraderie with Dakota as they
finish eating Indian fry bread. Suddenly, they are drawn into the thrill of
watching two boys challenging each other to cliff jump—alocal custom

showcasing youthful bravado.

Despite hisinternal debate about safety and logic, Jace finds himself swept
up in the adrenaline of the moment when Dakota fearlessly decides to jump
off the cliff. Their friendship is evident as she woos Jace into participating in
this daring leap. His initia reluctance and fear are humorously portrayed as
he contemplates the contradictionsin life's sayings, but ultimately, he
follows Dakota, diving into the churning water below in a spontaneous act of

trust and daring.

After surfacing, Jace's heart races not just from the jump but from seeing
Dakota safe and enjoying the rush. His emotions are further stirred when
Dakota kisses him, but he hesitates, overwhelmed by conflicting feelings
linked to his past relationship in Chicago. His thoughts drift to Lauren, his
ex-girlfriend, reflecting on the complexities of moving on from their

explosive breakup.
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Jace admits to Dakota that he lied about not being involved with anyone,
hoping to avoid complicating their friendship. He confesses the difficulty of
dealing with his past, unable to fully commit to new experiences or
relationships. Despite his honesty, Dakota is momentarily hurt and begins to

leave, prompting Jace to explain further his emotional struggles.

Dakota recognizes Jace's charm and willingness to confront his mistakes as
part of a pattern—admitting to past wrongs and trying to make amends. She
muses aloud about his ability to turn hislife around, hinting at his potential
for growth and redemption. Jace, caught between his feelings for Dakota and
his lingering hang-ups from the past, is a a crossroads, unsure about his

future but inspired by Dakota' s companionship.

The chapter closes with Dakota offering a practical suggestion to warm up
with towels from her car, highlighting their continued friendship and Jace's
internal journey of self-discovery and healing. The scene underscores the
importance of facing fears, being honest, and the possibility of new

beginnings, even amidst unresolved past emotions.
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Chapter 20:

Chapter 20 begins with Mirriam enlisting help in the kitchen to prepare a
dinner, signifying her anticipation and nerves at the prospect of meeting
Jace's mom. She explains the intricacies of dinner preparation timing while
inadvertently revealing her anxiety. Jace, helping with the potatoes, gets
distracted by Mirriam's abrupt decision that she might get acat— a
conversation that diverges into questions about Jace's past relationships. This
exchange hints at a backstory that Jace is hesitant to share, especially
concerning Lauren, apast girlfriend whose cat resonates from atime now

fading, enveloped in both fondness and regret.

As the conversation deepens, Mirriam, a character showcasing a blend of
maternal care and curiosity, touches on personal subjects, such as Jace's
break-up and the sometimes harsh realities of first-love experiences.
Through their dialogue, Mirriam's casual yet probing nature draws out
important aspects of Jace's life, including the split from Lauren and his
subsequent emotional journey. Mirriam's interpretation suggests that such
love is pure and untouched by life's latter complications—a theory Jace

challenges.
The conversation continues, revealing both characters emotional

landscapes—Mirriam gently nudging and Jace resisting—mirroring a

familial dynamic emerging between them despite occasional tensions. When
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Jace bristles at the implication that his past and present might require deeper
introspection or therapeutic reflection, Mirriam gently suggests outlets for

his emotional burden, concerned yet respectful of his boundaries.
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Chapter 21 Summary:

In Chapter 21, we follow the tumultuous day of Jace, a high school student
grappling with personal struggles and family issues. The chapter opens with
Jace lamenting his forgetfulness—he left his cleats behind, a mistake that
adds to a series of unfortunate events. Earlier, he accidentally shattered a test
tube in science class and spilled acid, resulting in damaged shoes. He also
forgot his lunch. These incidents set the tone for a day plagued by bad luck

and frustration.

Jace's strained relationship with his mother is highlighted through a brief
email exchange. Her terse response contrasts with the emotional turmoil he's
experiencing. This emotional weight is compounded by an email from
Lauren, an ex-girlfriend, which reminds Jace of their troubled past and his

unresolved feelings towards her.

The chapter delves into Jace's complicated family dynamics, notably the
history of domestic violence involving his father. Jace finds an envelope
containing statistics on domestic violence and resources for victims, left by
Mirriam, amaternal figure and friend. The information overwhelms him, but
it also serves asareminder that his family situation is not unique, and help is

available.

Before a soccer game, Jace discovers his cleats in his brother Christian's
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room, further highlighting his disorganized state. Despite his efforts to make
it to the game, he arrives late and is benched. Tension arises between Jace
and his teammate Eric during the game, leading to a shouting match in the
locker room. Coach Davis forces them to address their issues, but the

confrontation escalates, leaving them at an impasse.

At work, Jace's frustration continues as he deals with difficult customers,
The absence of Dakota, a coworker, adds to his stress. Douglas, another
coworker, suggests he takes a break, but Jace's anger persists. On hisdrive
home, he reflects on Christian's ability to remain calm under pressure and

wondersif he can ever manage the same control over his emotions.

Upon returning home, Christian reveals plans to find alarger living space
when their mother moves closer, signaling a shift in their lives. Jaceis
unsettled by this change and learns that Christian and Mirriam have broken
up. Feeling betrayed by Mirriam, Jace confronts her about the breakup, only
to be physically restrained by Christian, who insists that the breakup is

between him and Mirriam.

Christian takes Jace on a silent run, a method to channel anger and find inner
cam. Jaceinitially resists, but eventually embraces the therapeutic effect of
the run, allowing him to clear his mind of the day's stresses. Despite his
injured foot, Jace manages to complete the run, guided by Christian's calm

presence.
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Back at the apartment, the brothers have a candid moment where Christian
admits to not opening up to Mirriam. Jace encourages him to face his fears,
drawing parallelsto their shared experiences with adversity. The chapter
closes with Jace helping Christian successfully rekindle his relationship with
Mirriam, recognizing that taking care of his brother also means confronting
his own issues. Mirriam thanks Jace for his support, acknowledging his

growth despite the challenges he faces.

Through Jace's journey in this chapter, we witness hisinternal battles, the
impact of past trauma, and the beginning of self-discovery and healing, set
against the backdrop of complex relationships and personal redemption.
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Chapter 22 Summary:

In Chapter 22, our protagonist navigates a challenging Monday morning,
dealing with a stubborn ankle injury as he prepares for a soccer practice
session in the chilly New Mexico air. Despite the discomfort, he decides
against informing his coach, determined to stay in the game. As he and his
teammate, Eric, bicker about maintaining the pace, we discover thereis
tension between them, stemming partly from arivary over agirl named
Caitlyn. However, Eric acknowledges his mistake, and they resolve to leave

their issues off the field.

The focus shifts to the final game of the season, where, despite a scoreless
statistic, the team functions cohesively, dominating the field. Their efforts
culminate in Eric scoring the winning goal as the protagonist reflects on how
soccer used to be a source of adrenaline and excitement. This realization
about his feelings towards the sport leads him to consider not playing the
following year, signaling a growth out of his former youthful enthusiasm for

the game.

L ater, their conversation with Dakota, afriend, reveals a deeper
introspection. She questions his apparent detachment after a victorious
season, and he confesses his contemplation of quitting soccer. The
protagonist acknowledges that this decision is not just about the game's

competitiveness or dynamics with teammates like Eric, but rather about a
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personal shift in what drives him now—jpreferring solitary running over the

team sport's thrill.

Introducing a personal layer, the protagonist reflects on how soccer has often
been a connection point with his father, leading him to wonder if there are
deeper reasons for his previous passion for the sport. In aparallel thread,
Mirriam, afriend, teases him about Dakota, encouraging him to quit his
self-imposed 'dating hiatus and pursue something deeper with her. This
interaction adds subtle pressure, highlighting the protagonist's internal
struggle with vulnerability and rel ationships.

By the chapter's end, he half-heartedly invites Dakota to a post-season party,
avoiding labeling it as a date to protect himself while acknowledging the
strong pull he feelstoward her. The narrative subtly foreshadows future
challenges they may face, underscoring the protagonist's blend of youthful

hesitation and burgeoning maturity.
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Chapter 23 Summary:

Chapter 23 Summary:

In this chapter, the protagonist, Jace, reflects on the turbulent past he shared
with his brother Christian and their mother. Christian's car is still in the
shop, requiring Jace to pick him up from the hospital, which leads to a
conversation about the challenges they faced with their abusive father,
Walter. The chapter dives deeply into a traumatic childhood memory that

elucidates the harrowing experiences that shaped their lives.

When they were children, Christian and Jace witnessed their father’s violent
behavior towards their mother, Jennifer. One particularly brutal episode
unfolds as Walter assaults Jennifer and even uses a hammer to threaten her
into submission. Christian, in abrave but ultimately painful act, stepsin to
protect his mother, illustrating his courage and love for her. Despite his
efforts, the violence escalates, and Walter promises dire consequences if

Jennifer tries to leave with the children again.

The narrative revisits the day Jennifer tried to escape with Jace and
Christian, only for Walter to thwart their attempt by intercepting the taxi.
Thisincident further showcases the extent of control Walter exerted over

their lives, using financial and psychological manipulation to keep themin
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line.

In the aftermath of the violence, Jace recalls feeling torn between the
comfort of hisfather’s seemingly normal moments and the terror of his cruel
actions. Their father used fear as atool of control, reinforcing the message

that escaping would only bring more pain.

The chapter concludes with reflections on the past and a lingering hope for
change. Jace is plagued by conflicting emotions, torn between the traumatic
memories and the anticipation of their mother's promised visit. He grapples
with the implications of rekindling family ties during Thanksgiving.
Ultimately, Jace clings to the belief that his mother’ s return could offer a
chance for healing and redemption, triggering introspection about whether

staying trapped in fear is worse than risking liberation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Courage to Confront Fear

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 23, you witness Christian's
courageous act of protecting his mother from their abusive father. This
demonstration of bravery and love in the midst of fear is a powerful
reminder that facing fear head-on, though daunting, ushers change and
fosters empowerment. It speaks directly to the core of your being,
encouraging you to confront your own fears with the same courage.
The chapter nudges you to reflect on the damaging power of fear and
the liberty found in confronting it. In the complexity of Christian's
situation, where unimaginable fear loomed like a shadow, love and
courage shone bright, showing us that with steadfast spirit, one can
ater the gloomy tapestries of their life's narrative. This servesasa
beacon, inspiring you to face and transcend the fears that limit your

potential for liberation and growth.
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Chapter 24:

Chapter 24 captures the vibrant and intense atmosphere at Tom's party,
where the protagonist, Jace, navigates the complexities of social
interactions, personal boundaries, and burgeoning feelings. The chapter
begins with Jace and Dakota, whose relationship teeters on the edge of
friendship and romance, dancing closely on Tom’s makeshift dance floor.
Music reverberates through the house, setting a pulsing backdrop to their

intimate moment.

Jace, preoccupied with maintaining a balance between personal desires and
perceived self-restraint, pulls back from Dakota just as their chemistry
peaks. Thiswithdrawal embroils him in an unspoken internal conflict. Tom,
areliable and nonjudgmental presence, casually keeps Dakota company
while Jace steps away to fetch drinks, indicating the trust he placesin Tom,
differentiating him notably from othersin his social circle, like the

mani pul ative Edward.

An encounter with Caitlyn on the porch reveals Jace's apprehensions and
underscores his tentative state of mind. Although Caitlyn bombards Jace
with questions about Dakota, the conversation soon dissolves into a critique
of their friends and lovers. Jace defends Tom'’ s character, contrasting him
against otherslike Eric, whose behavior seems less genuine and more

opportunistic.
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The chapter further explores Jace' s reservations through a poignant

exchange with Dakota, asthey leave the party for awalk. Dakota broaches a
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Chapter 25 Summary:

Chapter 25 is centered around the themes of family, trust, and unresolved
tension, set against the backdrop of Thanksgiving preparations. It narrates
the first-time grocery shopping experience of Jace and Christian, two
brothers who are preparing for Thanksgiving dinner. The intention isto have
afamilial gathering, yet there's an underlying tension about whether their
mother, who seems trapped in an abusive relationship with their father, will

join them for the holiday.

As Jace and Christian navigate the grocery store, there's an evident
discrepancy in opinion regarding the amount of food needed, hinting at
deeper concerns about the gathering. Christian, more practical, worries about
waste and cost, while Jace is resolute in his belief—or hope—that their
mother will join them. This reflects a deeper emotional struggle, as Jace
clings to the promise she made to come to him, questioning its sincerity but

hoping nonethel ess.

Upon returning home, Jace's anxiety escalates as he checks for any updates
from his mother. The limited communication—aterse email—fuels his
worry. Observing Christian's methodical unpacking of groceries, Jace
confronts the reality of their mother's situation and the lingering doubt about

her departure from Chicago.
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The narrative tension peaks when Jace decides to call home, hoping for
confirmation of his mother's intentions. Instead, he encounters his father's
hostility and learns of a Thanksgiving party being held, making it unlikely
she will leave. The brief conversation with his mother suggests she'sin

distress but unable to speak freely under her husband’ s scrutiny.

The chapter concludes with Jace grappling with guilt over leaving his
mother in a precarious situation and arriving at the decision that he must
return to help her. Anticipating resistance from Christian, Jace is surprised
when Christian readily agrees to accompany him, acknowledging the gravity
and urgency of the situation. Their brotherly bond is reaffirmed, highlighting

themes of solidarity and resilience amidst adversity.
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Chapter 26 Summary:

In Chapter 26, Jace and his brother Christian undertake aroad trip to
Oklahoma with the objective of rescuing their mother from an abusive
household. Their journey isfilled with tension, underscoring Jace's anxiety
about whether their mother will join them. Jace is determined to bring her
back, hoping for afresh start away from her current life. Christianis
supportive but also realistic, emphasizing the importance of preparing for the

possibility that their mother might not leave.

Asthey travel, the brothers engage in conversations that reveal the
complexity of their family dynamics. They pass various state lines, leading
to introspective discussions about their mother's long-standing relationship
with their father and her reluctance to leave despite the promise of a better
life. The dialogue highlighted here reflects Jace's hope and Christian's
skepticism, showing how their mother's situation has evolved over the years,

heavily influenced by economic and emotional ties.

Upon arriving in Chicago, Jace and Christian reflect on their past, driving
through familiar neighborhoods that rekindle old memories. Jace revisits his
childhood home, which is now empty, a stark reminder of the life he left
behind. The brothers check to ensure their father is not home, cautious of his
abusive nature. As Jace explores the house, he finds remnants of his past,

leading to reflections on how much things have changed. The emptiness of
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his old room, stripped of personal belongings, particularly impacts him,

symbolizing his estrangement from his former life.

Meanwhile, Christian reconnects with aformer neighbor, the Costacoses,
whom he holds dear as surrogate parents. This encounter contrasts with the
brothers' strained relationship with their biological parents, highlighting the

warmth and acceptance Christian found outside the familial structure.

Jace, wrestling with mixed emotions about his family and the looming
confrontation with his mother, decidesto leave Christian with the
Costacoses and make his own visit elsewhere. These parallel actions
underscore the brothers' different ways of coping with their family history,
as Christian finds solace in old friendships, while Jace grapples with

uncertainty about the immediate future.

Overall, the chapter encapsul ates themes of family, loyalty, and the struggle
to overcome past trauma, as Jace and Christian navigate the complexities of

their familial relationshipsin the hope of crafting a better future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Determination to Pursue Change for a Loved One

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 26, Jace's unwavering determination
to rescue his mother from an abusive environment underscores the
power of resilience and hope, even amidst daunting circumstances.
His resolve, underscored by both a deep concern for his mother's
well-being and a desire for a fresh start, can mirror the tenacity needed
in our lives when striving for change for the betterment of ourselves or
loved ones. This key point inspires usto persist bravely in situations
where the outcome is uncertain, driven by the love we hold for those
we care about. It reminds us that while the journey may be fraught
with challenges and self-doubt, the courage to try can pave the way for
transformation and healing.
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Chapter 27 Summary:

In Chapter 27, the protagonist arrives at Lauren's house just before
Thanksgiving, only to find her red Celica haphazardly parked, a sign that
her mother might be drinking again. Their maid lets him in, providing a
sense of familiarity and routine. As he ascends to Lauren's room, he hears
music playing—Eminem and U2—both from a mix he once made for her.
This background immediately sets the nostalgic and emotionally charged

tableau for thair interaction.

Upon entering, he sees Lauren reading a magazine, wholly immersed in her
gpace. Her room, with its familiar furnishings and the serenity prayer
stenciled on the walls, is atestament to the many times he's sought refuge
there after enduring beatings from his father. The comfort he findsin
Lauren’s presence and the setting is both profound and painful, filled with

memories of both solace and turmoil.

Asthey kiss and hold each other, he is suddenly struck by a painful memory
of atime he hurt her, causing him to pull away. Their conversation delves
deep into their past, unraveling layers of hidden truths and shared pain.
Lauren already knows about the abuse he suffered from his father and
indicates her observant nature, having picked up on the inconsistencies he
once tried to disguise—like the time he lied about how he broke his nose.

This revelation forms a bridge between them, but also highlights a gulf that
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can't easily be crossed.

Lauren alludes to her own struggles, revealing how she learned of his abuse
and the emotional struggles they both face. Despite his apologies, she insists
on forgiving him, something he struggles to accept, fearing that forgiveness
makes it too easy to fall back into destructive patterns. Lauren argues her
point about forgiveness, indicating it's necessary for her own growth and to
prevent getting stuck in resentment, unlike their parents. Here, the narrative
parallels showcase how familial dynamics impact personal relationships and

individual choices.

Their conversation becomes a moment of reckoning. The protagonist sees
his relationship with Lauren as a perilous addiction, fearing that continuing
down this path could eventually mirror the toxic cycles withessed at home.
Despite her declarations of love, he recognizes that their reunion isn’t the
healthy resolution either of them need. He urges her to end things,

emphasizing that real love shouldn’t be marred by violence and obsession.

Ultimately, as he prepares to leave, Lauren slaps him—a symbolic gesture
she believes evens the score between them. This act is charged with mixed
emotions, representing both afarewell and an attempt at closure. Walking
away, the protagonist is left grappling with a myriad of wishes and the hope

that this encounter will finally allow them both to move forward.
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Chapter 28:

In Chapter 28, the protagonist, Jace, is dealing with the aftermath of a
strained family dynamic and his own personal struggles. The chapter opens
with Jace revisiting familiar places from his past, including his old school
and aformer friend's house. His journey is marked by reflections on a
broken friendship with Edward, who betrayed him by sleeping with Lauren,

leading to a permanent rift between them.

The emotional core of this chapter revolves around Jace's tumultuous
relationship with his mother, who has been caught in an abusive marriage.
Upon returning to the Costacoses’ house, Jace learns from Effie that his
mother has returned home earlier than expected, prompting him to rush to
his childhood home. There, he encounters a heated confrontation with his
brother, Christian, who is confronting their mother about her broken

promises and her toxic relationship with their abusive father.

Inside the house, Jace witnesses the physical evidence of hisfather's
violence against his mother, which now extends to marks on her face. This
sight ignites Jace's anger and helplessness. His attempts to persuade his
mother to leave their father fall on deaf ears as she remains convinced that
leaving would only lead to further danger for both her and her sons. Sheis
trapped in a cycle of fear and resignation, unable to envision alife beyond

her current circumstances.
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Astensions rise, Christian intervenes when Jace becomes physically

confrontational, warning him that forcibly removing their mother would
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Chapter 29 Summary:

Chapter 29 captures Jace's internal struggle and complicated relationships as
he navigates a fraught situation with his brother Christian and Christian's
girlfriend, Mirriam. Jace and Christian endure a tense nineteen-hour drivein
silence, ajourney filled with an unspoken animosity that underscores their
strained relationship. Upon arriving at their shared apartment, Christian
coldly instructs Jace to leave his key behind, signaling Jace' s abrupt eviction

from hislife.

Feeling displaced and unwanted, Jace packs his belongings and plans to seek
refuge in an emergency homeless shelter, knowing he will have to lie about
his age to avoid the child protection system. In a moment of resentment, he
damages Christian's NY U diploma, symbolizing the breaking point of their
relationship.

As Jace makes his departure, Mirriam intervenes, demonstrating empathy
and understanding. She offers him a place to stay, despite the potential
repercussions on her relationship with Christian. Her compassion provides
Jace with amoment of reprieve. Mirriam's offer is motivated by her
perception of Jace as ayoung person at risk who deserves a chance to chart
his own course, particularly after the tough decision to leave his mother
behind.
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Mirriam reassures Jace that he won't need to see Christian, easing his
reservations about staying. She emphasizes that if her support for Jace costs
her relationship with Christian, it would be evidence of Christian’s own
shortcomings. Despite his misgivings, Jace agrees to stay, finding solace in

the unexpected kindness from Mirriam.

Mirriam leaves Jace in her cluttered room witha TV, giving him a
semblance of normalcy amidst the chaos. Though Jace hears murmured
conversations between Mirriam and Christian through the walls, he chooses

to block it out, retreating into the comforting distraction of television.,

This chapter highlights Jace's feelings of abandonment and the lifeline that
Mirriam extends to him. It's a turning point that reflects his resilience and
desire to move forward, despite the emotional turmoil with hisfamily. It
underscores themes of belonging, family conflict, and hope, setting up a new
chapter in Jace's life where he must decide his future, supported by

Mirriam’ s unexpected kindness amidst adversity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Unexpected Compassion Can Fuel Resilience

Critical Interpretation: In your journey through life'sinevitable
challenges, there will be times when you're | eft feeling adrift and
alone. In Chapter 29 of 'Split' by Swati Avasthi, Jace experiencesthis
firsthand as he's suddenly cast out by his brother. But it's amidst this
turmoil that Mirriam's unexpected gesture of kindness becomes a
lifeline for Jace. Her willingness to offer shelter and understanding,
despite potential persona consequences, underscores a profound truth:
compassion from unexpected places can reignite your strength and
determination to persevere. It demonstrates the transformative power
of genuine empathy and mercy—how a single act can fundamentally
alter someone's narrative, providing hope where there seemed to be
none. When you face adversity, reach out with kindness, and be open
to receiving it, for it's this shared humanity that can prop you up and

guide you toward a brighter path, just asit does for Jace.
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Chapter 30 Summary:

In Chapter 30, Jace wakes up in a state of disorientation, once again
reminded of his estrangement from Christian, his brother, and the place he
must now call home—M irriam's apartment. The citrus scent in the air
reaffirms his current reality. Despite wanting to reach out to Christian, the
person responsible for his ousting, Jace understands that he must move

forward without dwelling on the past.

Struggling with feelings of displacement and regret, Jace searches for his
camera, realizing it was left at Christian's place. Rather than confronting
Christian himself, he plans to ask Mirriam for help. In hopes of clearing his
mind, Jace goes for arun, fantasizing about a future where he has his own

home and is beholden to no one.

Upon his return, an interaction with Christian ensues. Christian arrives at the
apartment, ostensibly to return Jace's camera and to apologize. The
encounter escalates into a heated confrontation, where unresolved tensions
between the brothers come to the surface. Jace is forced to confront his own
anger and reflects on the cycle of abuse he fears repeating. Christian
challenges Jace, pointing out the facade Jace has maintained to remain close

to him.

As emotions flare, Jace accuses Christian of abandoning him after leaving

Dlgrid

=
More Free Book R
Ot 2

Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

their abusive father's home. Christian, in return, expresses regret for not
checking on Jace sooner, acknowledging the potential impact it could have
had. It's arealization that their shared trauma has shaped them in different
ways, with Jace unwittingly following in their father's violent footsteps—a

path Christian managed to avoid.

This heartfelt exchange allows Jace to admit responsibility for his actions
towards Lauren, his ex-girlfriend, and take ownership of his mistakes.
Christian also grapples with his own excuses for not being there for Jace but
assures him that he can see the difference between Jace and their father.
They share atense but cathartic moment, understanding that apologies and

reconciliation are possible despite past failures.

As the conversation wanes, an olive branch is extended. Christian offers Jace
a place to stay until he finds a more permanent situation, hinting at the
possibility of renewing their fraternal bond. The chapter closes with tentative
plans for a makeshift Thanksgiving celebration between the two brothers, an
opportunity to forge a new understanding and acceptance in their
relationship.
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Chapter 31 Summary:

In Chapter 31, Jace is experiencing a mixture of solitude and inner turmoil
while staying at Mirriam's home. Mirriam is at Christian’s place, which
provides Jace with a brief moment of peace. He's spent the past three days of
the holiday trying to avoid Mirriam's well-intentioned but constant offers of

support, feeling tired of the emotional confrontation her presence brings.

Things take a turn when Mirriam returns unexpectedly and hands Jace a
|etter from his mother, addressed to both him and Christian. Despite the
proximity of Christian’s house, the letter arrives via Mirriam, signaling it
contains something significant. Jace struggles with opening it, burdened by
unanswered questions about his mother's complex situation with his abusive
father. The weight of her choices—staying with an abusive partner instead of
protecting her children—hangs heavily on him. In a moment of deflection,
he throws the letter away, then retrieves it, acknowledging Christian's right

to its content.

Tension escalates when Mirriam, noting the missing letter, suggests Jace talk
to a school counselor. This suggestion frustrates him; he sees no point in
rehashing his mother’ s complicity and feels powerless to enact change. Jace
expresses despair about the unlikelihood of escape for his mother,
confronting the complex web of fear, threats, and psychological

manipulation woven by his father. Mirriam and Jace debate the challenges
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women face in leaving abusive relationships, highlighting the systemic and

personal obstacles involved.

Amidst this dialogue, Jace vacillates between anger and empathy for his
mother, recognizing her resilience despite her circumstances. Mirriam,
employing a clever tactic, reveal s to Jace the extent of his emotional conflict
and attempts to assuage his guilt. She acknowledges his anger and
confusion, validating his feelings and hinting at a deeper understanding of

his predicament.

Through their conversation, Jace begins to accept that his father's abuse, not
his mother's inability to leave, isthe root issue. This realization shifts his
perspective, confronting him with the need to deal with the intrinsic problem
of hisfather's violence. He acknowledges his limited role in his mother's

situation, understanding that the resolution must come from within her.

The chapter ends with Jace contemplating improvements in his perception
and emotional state. The somber exterior weather parallels his introspective
journey, suggesting an impending shift towards emotional resolution.
Mirriam's perceptiveness allows Jace the space to gradually process his
emotions and consider reading the letter, symbolizing his readiness to face

his family’s complex truths.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting the real issue

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 31 of 'Split," you'll find inspiration
in Jace's journey as he redefines the focus of his struggle. By realizing
his mother's actions were not the root of his distress, but rather his
father's abusive behavior, you are reminded of the importance of
targeting the true source of conflict in your life. This chapter
encourages you to peel back the layers of emotional turbulence and
identify the fundamental issue at hand. Just like Jace, you're urged to
acknowledge the reality of your situation, no matter how
uncomfortable it may seem, and shift your focus towards genuine
understanding and resolution. Embrace the notion that healing and
progress often require facing the real, sometimes painful, truths, just
as Jace begins to do. Allow thisinsight to empower you, redirect your
energy, and ignite a transformative journey toward inner peace and

clarity.
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Chapter 32

In Chapter 32, the protagonist isin search of anew placeto live after
deciding to move out of their previous residence. They visit aroom for rent
owned by Mrs. Ortiz, who was recommended by her brother. The roomis
small but clean and sufficient, with bright yellow walls offering potential for
personalization. Mrs. Ortiz outlines simple policies: timely rent payment,
maintaining cleanliness, and keeping noise levels down. Despite initia
frustrations about having policies imposed, the protagonist agrees the room

could work.

Returning to Mirriam's, the protagonist bakes pizza using Christian’s
superior oven. Christian, who is the protagonist’ s brother, returns home to
find the protagonist there. The exchange is casual, filled with brotherly
banter about pizza toppings and a letter from their mother. The protagonist
feels a disconnect from the mother’ s letter, which contains trivial updates

and no mention of family matters.

Christian expresses his intent to communicate with their mother through
email, stating it's not out of hope for her to change but out of love. The
protagonist declines to participate in this communication, acknowledging
past lessons they’ ve developed for coping: running every day, speaking up

when necessary, and accepting what can’t be changed.
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The conversation shifts as Christian suggests moving to a new two-bedroom
apartment together, proposing afresh start with shared expenses and no
ground rules. However, the protagonist is hesitant—wary of Christian’s
inconsistency and prone to abrupt decisions, yet they understand how to

manage panic, arecurring issue for Christian.

After further discussion, they agree on moving in together, reminiscing
about familial times and acknowledging their reliance on one another as

brothers. The decision marks a new chapter in their relationship, a mutual

aareement to g 1innort each other’ < arowth while reclaimina a sence of familv
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Chapter 33 Summary:

Chapter 33 unfolds with Jace, the protagonist, encountering Dakota at the
customer service desk three days after an emotional disconnect
post-Thanksgiving party. Their brief but meaningful kiss hints at unresolved
feelings and unspoken truths between them. Dakota has adjusted her
schedule to avoid Jace, indicative of the emotional turmoil from their last

Interaction.

As Jace waits for Dakotato finisn her shift, he reflects on the complexities
of their impending conversation, aware that he's about to share parts of his
troubled past. Once Dakota joins him, they retreat to the storeroom to talk
privately. Here, Jace opens up about his difficult childhood, marked by
domestic violence. He recounts his brother Christian's protective actions
against their abusive mother and his own survival mechanisms, including a

painful incident with hisfather.

Jace reveals the heavy burden of his past actions, including a strained
relationship with his ex-girlfriend Lauren, and expresses his desire for
honest communication. His confession reflects his journey of self-reckoning
and his attempt to reconstruct hislife for a better future. Dakota processes
his revelations, showing a mix of support and caution, as she asserts her

stance on accountability in arelationship.
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Back at his apartment, Jace navigates through unpacked boxes and finds a
note leading him to the rooftop. There, Christian and his partner, Mirriam,
are celebrating a significant milestone in Christian's life—his acceptance
into the Phoenix Marathon, a stepping stone to the prestigious Boston
Marathon. Their shared moment is filled with hope, symbolizing Christian's

defiance against their father's control and the beginning of a new chapter.

This chapter captures Jace's path toward healing and honesty, Dakota's
contemplative grace in receiving his truths, and Christian's physical and
symbolic journey toward freedom and self-determination. The narrative
intertwines personal redemption with the enduring bonds of family and love,

setting the stage for growth and new beginnings.
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Chapter 34 Summary:

In Chapter 34a, aweek has passed, and the narrator has adjusted to the early
shift that her brother, Christian, works. The narrative beginsin the early
morning as she wakes up to the sounds of Christian in the shared bathroom
of their new apartment. They have recently moved to a place with more
appealing features like a green shag carpet, replacing the old pink one, and a
kitchen island, making their living space more comfortable and practical,

abeit still under development.

Asthey prepare for their morning run, Christian hands the narrator a pair of
new running gloves and tights, inadvertently shrunken in the wash. The
narrator appreciates the gesture and snaps the label off the gloves, finding

them lightweight and warm.

Once they are ready, with their watches secured and pockets filled with
essentials like house keys, they head out into the pre-dawn, jogging through
mostly empty streets. Initidly, the narrator's mind is buzzing with concerns
about her responsibilities—work at the bookstore, pending academic papers,
and anxious thoughts about her father's potential discovery of Christian's

whereabouts—but as they hit their stride, these worries begin to fade.

The narrative delves into the soothing rhythm of the run, highlighting the

shifting colors of the sunrise on the horizon and contemplating the nearby
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mountain ridges that remain unnamed to her. She thinks about a potential
adventure with her friend Dakota, where Dakota could draw while she

captures the focused concentration through her photography.

The run triggers memories of past October mornings shared with Christian,
back when he would run on foot as she followed closely on her bike,
unaware of how much those moments would later mean to her after
Christian departed for atime. The previous night’ s conversation lingersin
her mind, where Christian had expressed regret for not being there for her,
and she had reassured him by acknowledging the human condition of

making mistakes and living with regrets.

Asthey continue running, the narrator anticipates returning to their
apartment, where their friend Mirriam will be waiting, a comforting routine
she has grown accustomed to. Mirriam visits in the mornings to share
breakfast, sipping tea, and occupying herself with grading or reading,
providing asmall sense of community before they all diverge into their

separate daily lives.

The running continues, even as light snowflakes fall and the air fills with the
scents of dust, sage, and frost. The narrator experiences a sense of cam, the
clutter of her thoughts swept away by the rhythm of movement and the
steady presence of her brother beside her. Eventually, whether cued by some
unspoken signal or a shared instinct, they decide they have run far enough
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and turn back, retracing their steps up the long incline that leads them home.
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