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About the book

In the riveting and emotionally charged novel "Target" by Kathleen Jeffrie

Johnson, readers are plunged into the turbulent world of Mark, a teenage boy

grappling with the harsh realities of judgment and bullying. Mark's life

transforms into a relentless storm when a single incident paints a target on

his back, making him the object of ridicule in the halls of his high school.

Johnson deftly captures the vulnerability and resilience entwined within

Mark's journey, offering a gripping, raw exploration of self-identity, the

power of perception, and the silent battles many endure beneath the veneer

of school life. With each page, "Target" draws readers into a poignant

narrative, urging them to reflect on the societal dynamics of inclusion and

the unyielding spirit it takes to stand against adversity.
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About the author

Kathleen Jeffrie Johnson is an accomplished author celebrated for her

insightful and thought-provoking fiction that often navigates the intricate

landscapes of adolescence and identity. Known for her ability to delve

deeply into the minds of her characters, Johnson's narratives are rich with

emotional depth and societal relevance. Her work includes young adult and

adult fiction, with a narrative style that is both compelling and accessible.

With "Target," she continues to solidify her reputation for crafting stories

that resonate with readers by tackling challenging themes and fostering

empathy. Johnson’s literary portfolio highlights her dedication to exploring

the human condition through stories that are not only engaging but also

leave a lasting impact on her audience.
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Chapter 1 Summary: One

In the chapter, we are introduced to Grady, a seemingly ordinary individual

 caught in an extraordinary and terrifying situation. The scene opens with

Grady being physically attacked from behind on an isolated stretch of

Manchester Avenue after leaving a concert. This abrupt assault quickly

escalates as Grady finds himself overpowered, his movements constrained as

his arms are jerked back and bound. The assailant, a man who had initially

posed an innocuous question about directions, violently yanks Grady by the

hair, slamming his face into the pavement and subsequently assaulting him.

As Grady's mouth is taped shut, he is forced into silent submission, his

nostrils filled with the stench of alcohol emanating from his aggressor.

Initially, Grady registers the events unfolding around him with a surreal

detachment, akin to watching an action movie. However, once the metallic

taste of blood seeps into his mouth, a visceral fear takes hold. This fear is

compounded by the harrowing realization that his state of vigilance has long

been neglected, leaving him vulnerable to such an attack. His decision to

walk alone through a deserted neighborhood after the concert had

inadvertently placed him in a perilous situation.

Despite his physical stature, Grady is incapacitated by his assailants, his

resistance quelled by a swift, brutal beating. His vulnerability becomes stark

when one of the attackers drags him to his knees using his hair, delivering
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blows that leave Grady disoriented, with his vision blurried and his body

wracked with pain. This methodical subduing concludes when Grady is

unceremoniously shoved into the back of a van, captured and utterly

defenseless.

The chapter sets up a tension-filled narrative, portraying Grady's descent

from an ordinary evening to being ensnared by unknown assailants. It

touches on themes of vulnerability, the unexpected twists of fate, and the

precariousness of safety when vigilance falters. This opening sets the stage

for a thriller in which Grady's fate hangs in the balance, establishing an

atmosphere of suspense and urgency.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Two

In this chapter, we are introduced to Grady, a teenager navigating a new

 chapter in his life as he transfers to Thomas Jefferson High School. The

setting is established as he surveys the old, sprawling building from his

mother's car, noticing its mismatched bricks and newly added structures that

reflect the school's attempt to keep up with an ever-growing student

population. Grady, who stands tall at six feet three inches, is attempting to

blend in while remaining detached from his surroundings.

As Grady prepares to face his first day at this new school, he’s haunted by

remnants of his past at Delmont High. Memories of his friends and former

extracurricular activities linger, especially those of his friend Tracy, whose

voice could cut through even the poorest acoustics. He hopes to leave such

memories behind along with the challenges he faced, represented by his

choice of a long-sleeved shirt, perhaps hiding more than just his thinness.

His mother's palpable anxiety adds to the weight of the morning. Her

incessant hair changes signify a desperate attempt to cope with change,

mirroring Grady’s hidden struggles. The tension between them is

telling—Grady is defensive about needing her support, yet her worried touch

suggests an enduring bond that is now strained.

After his mother drives away, Grady feels exposed and vulnerable but knows
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he must move forward. He forces himself, one step at a time, through the

school’s entrance, deliberately maneuvering through the crowd to avoid

unnecessary contact, a testament to his desire for invisibility.

Inside, Grady quickly claims an empty desk at the back of his homeroom,

inadvertently clashing with a fellow student. This student, with striking

dreadlocks, hurls a racial slur that shocks Grady into silence, highlighting

his internal turmoil and latent prejudices brought to the fore by stress. This

conflict marks an unwanted beginning to Grady's day, intensifying his

despair and the sense of isolation from his peers and his past self.

As the teacher takes roll, Grady's anxiety peaks, illustrating how even

routine actions have become daunting challenges. The presence of a

welcoming letter for new students only heightens his fear of exposure,

leading him to destroy any chance of being recognized by discarding the

invitation to share his story. His decision reinforces his wish to remain

anonymous, to keep a distance from any sense of community or connection.

Ultimately, Grady's journey through this first day at Thomas Jefferson High

is marked by a poignant struggle to suppress his past and avoid forming new

ties. His internal battle is as much about evading vulnerability as it is about

seeking solace from the pains he carries. Through measured breaths, he

resolves to endure the day, intent on ensuring nobody knows him and

determined that it should remain that way.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Three

Chapter Three Summary:

Grady, a student feeling overwhelmed by his day at school, pauses at his

locker before lunch, juggling a stack of books and wrestling with his need to

retreat home for rest. His somewhat solitary world is interrupted by an

encounter with another student named Jess, a boy with a face surrounded by

dreadlocks, who approaches him with a confrontational yet playful

demeanor due to an earlier altercation Grady doesn't recall clearly.

As they talk, Jess light-heartedly taunts Grady about racial division,

revealing an adeptness at handling such topics with humor and confidence.

Grady, nervous and unsure, internally grapples with his own feelings and the

guilt of nearly uttering a racial slur earlier. Jess, recognizing Grady's

discomfort, maintains the banter, offering a kind of lighthearted camaraderie

that Grady finds puzzling and intimidating.

Jess introduces himself, highlighting his knack for conversations with people

of different backgrounds, especially "Caucasians" like Grady, suggesting

he's one of the few students at their predominantly white school who can

engage in meaningful dialogue across racial lines. Grady, who has spent

months only interacting with his parents, struggles to find his voice, but
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finally manages a brief apology. Jess dismisses the need for a formal

apology, preferring instead to continue joking and poking fun at Grady's

awkward demeanor.

The two boys share a brief exchange about their names as Jess teases the

idea of being adopted into Grady's family for a "better" last name. As he

walks away, Jess advises Grady in jest to check his fly, leaving Grady

flustered and fumbling with his pants, only to realize he had been tricked.

Despite the embarrassment, the encounter leaves Grady feeling slightly

uplifted and amused for the first time in a long while. As he leans against the

wall and practices saying "bye," the brief interaction hints at the possibility

of new friendships and personal growth in Grady's life amidst his internal

struggles.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of open dialogue

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you're invited to witness the

nuanced exchange between Grady and Jess, which highlights the

transformative power of open, honest dialogues even amidst racial and

social tensions. Despite his discomfort and previous missteps, Grady

is gently guided by Jess's light-hearted approach to engage in

meaningful conversations that cross cultural boundaries. This scene

emphasizes the importance of embracing opportunities for dialogue,

suggesting that personal growth often blooms from these interactions.

You're reminded that it's within such moments of vulnerability —

when walls break down — that new understanding, friendships, and

avenues for personal evolution can flourish in your own life.
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Chapter 4: Four

Chapter Four Summary

In this chapter, we delve into the life of Grady West, a new student

navigating the complexities of high school social dynamics. As he stands in

line at the cafeteria, he tries to blend in with a group of girls debating

between pizza and hamburgers, hoping to remain unnoticed and avoid

physical contact. Grady sees a notice addressed to new students, urging them

to share their stories and promising a prize for the most interesting

newcomer. The irony of this request doesn’t escape him; he sarcastically

imagines his mundane actions being the headline of a story, showcasing his

desire to stay invisible.

Choosing an empty table in the corner, he attempts to lose himself in a book

to escape the lively surroundings. Memories flood back of his time at

Delmont with his close group of friends: Ted, Christian, Mikey-Mike,

Clara-bell, and Tracy. He recalls a particular lunch with fondness, the last

one with his friends before his life significantly changed. During this lunch,

they had laughed and joked together, each friend bringing their distinct

personality to the table. Grady especially remembers Tracy, her singing, and

the subtle dynamics within the group, particularly Tracy's hidden crush on

Christian.
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Grady’s thoughts meander to a past when he was the center of attraction for

girls, a fact that used to bring him unease despite Ted's persistent

encouragement to embrace his appeal. He contrasts this with an

uncomfortable memory involving a boy named Trevor who possibly

harbored feelings for him, leaving Grady both confused and frightened.

Trevor’s silent longing glance now symbolizes a time before everything

changed—Grady's "Before."

Physical maturity came early for Grady, adding complexity to his

interactions with girls. Unlike his friend Ted, who adeptly navigated

romantic encounters, Grady felt overwhelmed by his changing body and the

attention it drew. He remembers a chaotic party where he experienced his

first intimate encounter with a girl but had to abruptly stop, overwhelmed by

anxiety and discomfort—a turning point that signaled "After." Now, Grady

is haunted by the shift from these past experiences; intimacy and attraction

have become alien concepts, as distant as another planet.

This chapter intricately portrays Grady's internal struggle with his identity

and relationships, juxtaposing past connections with present alienation.

Through Grady’s reflections, readers gain insight into his longing for

simpler times, his confusion about change, and his desire to redefine his

place in a world that once seemed familiar.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Five

Chapter Five of this narrative unfolds with Grady, a 16-year-old

 African-American student, navigating his unfamiliar surroundings at his

new school, Thomas Jefferson High. Tasked with adjusting to a

predominantly white student body and feeling isolated, Grady observes the

people around him, including Jess, a charismatic student who easily

integrates into different social circles.

Grady's mind drifts back to a traumatic event that continues to haunt him.

Publicized in a small newspaper article, the incident left his parents ashamed

and the family struggling with internal conflict. The article described him

ambiguously—his age, height, and weight—implying that he should have

been able to defend himself when he was attacked. Yet, the real emotional

impact was much harsher, compounded by a skeptical police officer who

doubted his account of being raped, labeling his claim with disbelief because

Grady was a "big guy."

The event left Grady feeling acutely isolated and ashamed. Post-trauma, he

isolated himself in his room, away from friends and family, refusing offers

for counseling and further engagements with the outside world. His parents'

attempts to reach out to him were met with silence, their strained expressions

betraying their unease and helplessness.
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The school counseling session he reluctantly attended was uncomfortable, as

he found himself among younger boys who seemed intimidated by him. This

only reinforced his sense of alienation, and he left without any intention to

return.

Back in the present, at the cafeteria, Grady reflects on how the attack

changed everyone's perception of him—his friends likely viewed him as

weak, and society at large questioned his masculinity. He tries to read a

textbook to distract himself, focusing on the words "Manifest Destiny," a

phrase deeply embedded in American history. He introspects about his own

identity and destiny, recalling past encounters with older males, like Mr.

Howell, who had inappropriately touched him years ago, which added layers

of confusion and guilt.

Grady's recollections of these interactions mix with his current struggle to

regain a sense of self-worth. As he wrestles with his internal turmoil, he

grapples with defining himself beyond the trauma that others have imposed

on him, searching for his own "manifest destiny" amidst the turmoil of his

young life.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Six

Grady has reached the final period of his first day at school, a mixed-grade

 art class where he's hoping to fly under the radar. He settles at a large,

empty table in the back, facing a vase of flowers for a still life assignment.

Despite his desire to remain unnoticed, he's joined by Jess, a classmate who

eagerly acknowledges Grady as his "one and only true white friend."

Grady is apprehensive but intrigued by Jess, who seems to fill the silence

with an exuberant personality that contrasts with Grady’s reserved

demeanor. As the classroom hums with chatter before the class officially

starts, Grady struggles internally with social anxiety and a palpable need to

hide from the world. Jess, however, is a natural at managing the room's

energetic dynamics; he even earns a playful rebuke from their young and

charismatic teacher, Ms. Spencer.

As Jess chats away, he casually shares glimpses of his life: a fractured

family structure with his mother leaving for a new partner and his

ambivalent feelings about his diverse household. Despite his confident

veneer, Jess uses humor and racial observations to navigate his social

landscape. Grady is unsure how to respond, finding himself paralyzed

amidst Jess's lively banter.

Throughout Jess's monologue, he touches on the class dynamics, pointing
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out Pearl, a quiet but talented artist, and a senior boy named Fred, who is

publicly known to be gay. Jess's irreverent comments about Fred shake

Grady, causing inner turmoil as the terms "fag" and "queer" mentally

reverberate inside him. These crude labels echo societal prejudices and

Grady's unresolved fears about his own identity, a source of tension between

him and his watchful, concerned parents.

Jess's candidness about race, sexuality, and school life overwhelms Grady,

who finds Jess both perplexing and insightful. Jess makes light of traditional

school events, like dances, highlighting the lack of diversity and his own

perspectives on love and companionship. All this forces Grady to consider

the openness of others around him, especially Fred, who seems at ease with

his identity despite past harassment.

As the class continues to chat in anticipation of the teacher's signal to begin,

Grady wrestles with his conscience, his inability to escape the past, and his

hopes for a return to the normalcy of his former self. The art class, intended

as a refuge, becomes an arena where Grady must confront not just his

classmates' diversity and personal challenges, but the louder, more

distressing noise of his internal world.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Seven

In Chapter Seven, we are introduced to a tense classroom setting at Thomas

 Jefferson High, where Ms. Spencer, the art teacher, seeks the attention of

her students to kick off the day's lesson. Students are encouraged to

complete a simple still life drawing as they settle into their new school

routine. Distraction arises when Gwendolyn, a member of the school

newspaper, takes center stage with an announcement encouraging new

students to participate in a school contest.

Grady West, a new and uneasy student, finds himself shrinking under the

observant gaze of his classmates, especially under the attention of

Gwendolyn, whose confident charisma clashes with his self-consciousness.

Jess, a classmate with a bold personality, humorously claims responsibility

for Grady, suggesting that the school has assigned him as Grady’s guide,

mocking the notion in jest while partially acknowledging Grady’s struggle.

Grady’s unease becomes palpable when faced with the simple act of

retrieving art supplies from the cabinet, an overwhelming task in the bustling

classroom. His discomfort is momentarily alleviated by Jess’s teasing

assistance, which highlights Grady’s social isolation. The art exercise

underscores Grady’s mental absence as he fails to draw anything, evoking a

bemused but genuine concern from Jess.
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The chapter then shifts to Grady’s walk home, reflecting his internalized

fears and loneliness. He is haunted by past traumas stemming from a

mysterious incident involving two men in a van, an event that left him wary

and introspective. Memories intrude, including the loss of his childhood pet,

Bad Bud, fondly remembered yet underscored by a deeper sense of isolation.

Grady's journey to the library unfolds against the backdrop of his fragmented

thoughts—caught between the past and his current state of alienation. His

reflections expose a complexity of emotions stemming from unrequited

feelings for Tracy, a fellow student whose attention he has lost to

another—Christian. The memories of the night of Tracy's concert blend

regret and insecurity, overshadowed by the insistent, painful query of why

he was targeted by the men in the van. The fear of being singled out again

permeates his actions, as he navigates the path through real and imagined

dangers.

Grady’s arrival at the library mirrors a temporary refuge against his turbulent

thoughts, symbolizing a quest for security amid an otherwise ordinary

setting. Observing a family of young kids safely entering the library

underscores his yearning for normalcy and safety—elements subtly eluding

him in his current state of mind. The chapter closes with the manifestation of

Grady’s internal struggle between visible fears and an enduring desire for

acceptance in a world that appears both familiar yet unpredictably distant.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of seeking refuge and safety in a turbulent

world.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate the uncertainties and

challenges in your own life, understand the power of finding a safe

haven to shield yourself, even temporarily, from the storms you face.

Grady’s journey to the library, amid fears, represents a conscious

move towards a place of calm and security—a sanctuary where he

momentarily suspends his worries. This chapter encourages you to

seek your own spaces of refuge, whether physical or emotional, to

gather strength and clarity. Embrace these moments of safety as

essential pauses in your journey, granting you resilience to confront

past traumas and future unknowns with a bit more courage and hope.
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Chapter 8: Eight

In Chapter Eight, we meet Grady, a young boy grappling with the aftermath

 of a traumatic experience, referred to obliquely as the "Night Of." He's

dozing off in a public library, a sanctuary for study, before his father arrives

to pick him up. Grady's father, a pragmatic man who manages a company

that sells outdoor water systems, holds a conversation with Grady that

underlines the strained dynamic between them. Despite a life marked by

silence when it comes to discussing anything of emotional depth, his father's

concern about Grady's notable weight loss subtly indicates a fracture in their

ordinarily unspoken understanding.

Earlier, in a distressing flashback, Grady recalls the horrific event that has

isolated him further. He was abducted by two men, brutally assaulted, and

left irrevocably changed. This violence shattered not only his body but his

sense of identity, leaving him questioning everything—from his masculinity

to his existence. The details of the assault are painfully etched in his

memory, perpetually haunting him and coloring his perception of the world.

Grady’s school life has become a test of endurance. Jess, a classmate who

spends homeroom quietly writing in a composition book, represents a distant

normalcy that draws Grady’s fragmented attention. Grady wonders what Jess

jots down so fervently, pondering whether it's mundane observations or

darker thoughts, wishing for an outlet of his own.
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Struggling to process his trauma, Grady experiences a dissonance between

the teenage life he should be living and the internal chaos he can't escape. He

questions his sexuality, his bodily autonomy, and his humanity. His mind

frequently circles back to the assault, an incident that defied his

understanding of violence and left him feeling as vulnerable as he was when

it happened.

As the school bell rings, signaling the start of another day, Grady combats

the rising tide of questions with sheer willpower, determined to navigate his

classes while concealing the torment beneath his young exterior. The chapter

leaves us with a poignant portrayal of a boy fighting to rebuild his sense of

self in the wake of devastating trauma, surrounded by people who see him,

yet struggle to truly understand him.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Nine

Chapter Nine Summary

As lunchtime arrives, Grady, a new student at his school, stops by his locker

to switch out his books. He notices an envelope addressed to "New Student,"

left by Gwendolyn, who along with her friend, a blonde guy, is known for

leaving such messages. Grady dismissively disregards the letter, signaling

his disinterest in interacting with them.

During this moment, Jess, a gregarious and lively schoolmate, approaches

Grady. Jess is characterized by his humorous attempts to engage Grady in

conversation, likening his locker’s contents to a potential drug stash for

comedic effect. Despite his light-hearted demeanor, Jess is earnest in trying

to connect with Grady, suggesting that Grady practice speaking after what

seems to be a traumatic event that left him with damaged lips. Grady finds

Jess's company enjoyable and even manages a smile, indicative of a

burgeoning friendship.

However, Jess's playfulness shifts to mock seriousness when Grady doesn’t

respond verbally, feigning offense at Grady’s silence. But Jess quickly

reveals it was a jest, showing his knack for lightening the mood and his ease

at reading Grady.
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In the cafeteria, Grady eats alone, finding solace in music rather than

company. He listens to Bill Monroe’s bluegrass, having discovered an

affinity for the genre after an ear-changing incident referred to as the "Night

Of." The music offers Grady an escape to different imaginative worlds,

granting him a temporary reprieve from his reality.

During art class, Grady continues with familiar routines, focusing on

drawing the still life objects assigned by Ms. Spencer, the art teacher.

Despite his artistic insecurities, he finds comfort in this predictable task.

Jess, whose project involves reimagining "Where the Wild Things Are" with

an African American perspective, is an overt contrast to Grady's reticence.

Their conversations reveal not just Jess's creativity but also layers of racial

identity and representation, which Jess humorously critiques.

The chapter closes with a foreboding hint that the normalcy Grady has found

will soon be disrupted. With characters well-established and relationships

explored, it sets the stage for forthcoming changes that promise to alter

Grady's current path.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Ten

In Chapter Ten, Ms. Spencer announces the start of an art class final project,

 sparking concern among students like Grady and Jess. As Ms. Spencer

explains the assignment, it becomes clear that each student must create a

self-portrait that reflects the combined experiences and identity of two

people. This unique twist baffles and frustrates the class, particularly Grady,

who hoped for a simpler project like a still life or doodle.

Ms. Spencer, seen as the firm leader of the class, arranges new seating to

pair or group students to work on their joint portraits, emphasizing

collaboration with someone they might not usually engage with. Grady,

anxious about separating from his friend Jess, feels temporarily relieved

when they remain partners, but this relief is tainted by Ms. Spencer's

apparent pity for him, making him feel inadequate.

To Grady's dismay, their assigned third member is Pearl, a quiet girl with

whom he's had little interaction. Jess starts a conversation with her, though

his approach is insensitive, highlighting stark differences among them:

Jess’s cynicism, Grady’s insecurity, and Pearl’s wary nature. As they begin

this awkward partnership, they must navigate their differences to fulfill the

assignment.

The chaotic classroom momentarily fades into Grady's thoughts about his
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personal struggles and experiences, hinting at a past trauma involving a

figure named Mr. Howell. This adds to his sense of isolation and the

perception that others might see him as a target for ridicule or pity. Pearl's

reactions—a mix of anger and timidity—coupled with Jess’s irreverence, set

the tone for a potentially challenging collaboration where each will need to

confront their own issues and perspectives. Gwendolyn and Fred, another

pair nearby, also exhibit a strained dynamic, highlighting the overarching

theme of mismatched partnerships forced to find common ground.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Eleven

In Chapter Eleven, we delve into the complexity of Grady's struggles as he

 distances himself from his usual activities and immerses in introspection.

Skipping art class, he retreats to the library and his dimly lit room, where

thoughts swirl about mundane matters like getting another hamster,

reflecting on the gentle nature of his old pet, Bad Bud, and reminiscing

about the fondness he and his mother shared over his musical interests.

Despite these ordinary musings, a deep-seated darkness plagues him—a

reluctance to eat and a constant battle with haunting memories that seem to

manifest in his aversion to meat and human touch.

Grady's turbulent inner world reveals itself as he grapples with traumatic

memories and repressed anger. These thoughts frequently clash with a

facade of normalcy, manifesting as violent fantasies of revenge against

unnamed figures from his past—dark echoes that prevent him from enjoying

simple pleasures like a meal or a touch. His internal conflict is symbolized

through a meal delivered by his worried father, a poignant reminder of his

parents' concern and his struggle to return to a semblance of normal life.

The chapter takes a lively turn with the arrival of Jess, a boisterous

classmate. Jess disrupts Grady's solitude, barging in with his foster sister

Charlie in tow. Jess attempts to pull Grady back into their shared world,

mixing humor and light-hearted complaints about their school art project.
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Despite Jess’s infectious energy and efforts to lighten the mood, Grady

remains largely withdrawn, internally wrestling with his dark thoughts and

feelings of inadequacy.

Jess's unannounced visit serves as a stark contrast to Grady's secluded

existence, injecting a sense of liveliness and chaos into his otherwise dim

world. Jess's vivid character and interactions illustrate the persistent bridge

between Grady's inner turmoil and outside influences that beckon him to

re-engage with life.

Chapter Eleven captures Grady's ongoing battle with depression and trauma,

juxtaposed with the everyday activities and relationships that continue to

challenge him towards healing. Through these interactions and internal

conflicts, the narrative reveals the deep fissures in Grady’s life—a solitary

journey burdened by past scars, yet interspersed with flickers of human

connection that hint at the possibility for recovery and normalcy.
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Chapter 12: Twelve

Chapter Twelve Summary

In Chapter Twelve, we see Jess and Grady during a casual interaction where

Jess devours Grady’s chocolate cake and steers the conversation toward their

art class. Jess has a sharp tongue, often mocking their classmates,

particularly Fred, Gwendolyn, and Pearl, with whom they share the class.

Despite Jess's harsh words, there is an underlying concern for Grady's

well-being, as he insists that Grady attend class regularly.

That night, Grady lies awake, his mind drifting to thoughts of "the Group," a

circle of friends from his past including Mikey-Mike, Christian, Clara,

Tracy, and Ted. Each of these friends comes with their own set of distinct

characteristics—Clara's self-confidence, Tracy's shyness, and Ted's

supportive role during a time of loss. Reflecting on these friendships, Grady

contemplates the key differences between Ted and Jess. While Ted is kind

and gentle, Jess is sharp and witty, often using his verbal skills to challenge

others. However, both friends display a fearlessness that Grady quietly

admires.

As Grady reflects on a significant, yet unnamed incident referred to as "the

Night Of," he acknowledges a sense of relief that Ted did not press for
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details, respecting Grady’s unspoken wish for distance. This chapter subtly

hints at Grady’s inner turmoil and the isolation he feels due to this

mysterious event. It emphasizes his fear of judgment and his decision to

carry the burden alone.

The following day, Grady sluggishly navigates school, sleep-deprived and

disconnected, dreading the class he agreed to attend with Jess. He encounters

Pearl at her locker, and their awkward interaction underscores Grady's

internal conflict. Pearl, a fellow art classmate, comments on his absence,

expressing a more genuine concern than Jess’s sarcasm. This brief exchange

leaves Grady pondering his own feelings of inadequacy and embarrassment.

As Pearl tries to connect with him, Grady struggles to articulate his

emotions, his brain fogged by anxiety regarding his past and present

circumstances.

Ultimately, Grady’s interaction with Pearl acts as a catalyst, forcing him to

confront the realities of both his external and internal worlds. The chapter

captures themes of friendship, isolation, anxiety, and the struggle of

integrating past trauma with present life. Through light moments and

introspection, we gain insight into Grady’s silent battles and emotional

landscape, setting the stage for deeper revelations about "the Night Of" that

continues to haunt him.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Thirteen

Chapter Thirteen Summary:

Grady finds himself in a reflective and unsettling state during lunchtime

outside his school, grappling with personal and academic challenges.

Despite receiving another disappointing grade in Botany—a 'D' that he tries

to interpret positively by focusing on the fact that he’s technically

passing—he's more preoccupied with a morning mishap involving a girl

named Pearl and his encounter with Jess, a charismatic and teasing peer who

seems to have an uncanny knack for pushing Grady's buttons.

At lunchtime, the cold weaves through the picnic tables where Grady,

without a jacket, sits alone trying to escape into music, reflecting on his

current situation and longing for the courage he hears in songs. Jess

approaches him, stealing his headphones and making a series of snide yet

familiar remarks about Grady's taste in music and eating habits—all in good

humor but with an undertone that pushes Grady toward joining art class that

afternoon.

Despite Jess’s joking threats of turning him into the school authorities for

skipping class and encouraging Grady to eat something substantial, Grady

learns that beneath Jess's jesting demeanor is a genuine desire for his
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company. Jess’s attempts to draw Grady out of his shell demonstrate their

peculiar yet real friendship, grounded in their everyday interactions.

After Jess leaves, Grady retreats into the school building, heading straight to

an empty bathroom stall. There, he is overwhelmed by a powerful

flashback—a memory veiled as a dream—where he's back with his

abductors, reliving traumatic moments of manipulation and coercion. The

ordeal, far from being over, haunts him still, leaving him grappling with the

complex emotions and self-blame that keep resurfacing.

Grady’s recollection is visceral, laced with the realization of his unwilling

complicity. This internal struggle reveals his ongoing journey towards

understanding and processing his past, including the shame and confusion

that continue to define his reality. The chapter poignantly illustrates Grady's

quiet battle and the gravitation toward friendships like the one with Jess,

who offers an unexpected anchor within his storm.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Fourteen

In Chapter Fourteen, Grady finds himself in a tense and uncomfortable

 situation as he sits at a table with Jess, Pearl, Gwendolyn, and Fred. Grady

is self-conscious, wondering if the others can sense his recent

embarrassment involving a public restroom incident. The atmosphere is

thick with animosity, particularly between Gwendolyn and Jess, who have a

history of conflict. Gwendolyn once reported Jess for smoking marijuana,

which resulted in his expulsion from journalism class, and her antagonism is

evident.

As the group works on their respective art projects, Grady is distracted,

struggling with his own thoughts and feelings about Jess and the others. Jess

is working on his Wild Things paintings, Pearl is sketching an expressive

portrait, and Grady notices her talent. Meanwhile, Fred is nervously

engaging in his own woodworking project.

Gwendolyn's incessant talking reveals details of her past, and she proposes

incorporating these elements into a joint portrait project with Fred,

suggesting a face with two pairs of eyes representing their different sexual

orientations. Her conversation makes Fred visibly uncomfortable, as he

seems to be on edge amidst the tension.

The focus shifts to an awkward interaction between Fred and Jess, where
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Fred appears anxious and defensive towards Jess. Grady becomes

increasingly self-conscious as he contemplates the dynamics between the

two.

Gwendolyn's inquiry about Grady's school transfer to Jefferson unsettles him

further, as she seems to be probing for personal information. This prompts a

confrontation where Jess defends Grady, dismissing Gwendolyn's prying

nature and previous actions in the journalism incident.

In a sarcastic retort, Jess proposes a satirical idea for their still life project: a

commentary on the group's dynamics in the form of a creatively crafted

hermaphrodite sculpture. His biting humor escalates the tension, culminating

in an outburst from Fred, who reacts with explosive anger toward Jess's

provocation.

The situation spirals into chaos as Fred physically confronts Jess, and Grady,

overwhelmed by fear and confusion, accidentally knocks over his stool.

Amidst the disorder, Grady's panic heightens, and he trips, falling to the

floor as the scene closes in disarray.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Fifteen

In Chapter Fifteen, chaos erupts in the classroom when Jess and Fred engage

 in a violent fight, creating a scene of panic and excitement among the

students. Grady finds himself inadvertently caught in the turmoil, his foot

tangled in a backpack strap as the conflict unfolds. Pearl, a fellow student,

rushes to assist him, displaying a genuine care amidst the frenzy.

Meanwhile, Ms. Spencer, the teacher, anxiously attempts to intervene as the

two boys escalate their battle, making the classroom resemble a chaotic

boxing ring.

Fred, larger and more muscular, initially gains the upper hand, pinning Jess

against the wall and aiming to deliver a decisive blow. Despite Jess's

attempts to defend himself, Fred’s dominance becomes apparent, filling him

with a sense of triumph. However, just as Fred is about to finish the fight

with a brutal move, Ms. Spencer finally mobilizes the rest of the class, and

several students leap in to separate the combatants.

As the dust settles, the classroom bursts into applause and cheers,

acknowledging the adrenaline-fueled spectacle. Both Jess and Fred, though

battered, display emotions of stunned exhilaration and rage, reflecting a

newfound and dangerous enjoyment of violence.

Grady, embarrassed by his own helplessness during the altercation, attempts
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to regain his composure as Pearl reassures the class that he simply tripped.

Despite wanting to remain unnoticed, Grady becomes the center of attention

when Ms. Spencer and others glance his way, leading the vice-principal, Mr.

Edrickson, and a security guard to intervene. They escort Jess and Fred out,

leaving behind a mixture of relief and disappointment among the students.

Ms. Spencer restores order and instructs Pearl to accompany Grady to the

nurse, worried about his condition. Although feeling dizzy and reluctant to

comply, Grady must confront the culmination of the unsettling events, with

Pearl resolutely by his side.

This chapter captures the intensity and unpredictability of classroom

dynamics, revealing underlying tensions and highlighting Grady’s personal

struggle with his perceived inability to engage in conflict, a notion that

haunts him from past experiences.
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Chapter 16: Sixteen

In Chapter Sixteen, Grady finds himself in an uncomfortable situation

 following an embarrassing incident at school. He's being escorted to the

nurse's office by Pearl, a classmate, after a supposed fall and fight,

orchestrated by Ms. Spencer, his teacher, to ensure Grady gets medical

attention. Grady is filled with embarrassment and annoyance, not only from

being escorted by Pearl but also from the underlying accusation of having an

eating disorder. This situation with the school authority adds to Grady's

ongoing internal struggle—a battle with what his mother and the school

nurse suspect is anorexia.

Grady's mother, evidently worried about her son, is convinced by the school

nurse to consult Dr. Hawthorne, renowned for working with kids with eating

issues. Grady feels misunderstood, contemplating how his challenges with

eating are not intentional or for appearance, but rather some block he can't

control. He copes by feigning normalcy with his mother, hoping to divert

attention from himself. At home, Grady wrestles with anxiety, pondering the

aftermath of the fight involving his friend Jess, who has been suspended

from school for his involvement with Fred, a fellow student.

In the art room, Grady struggles with the social pressures of school and tries

to disappear into the background. The fight between Jess and Fred, with Fred

as the initial aggressor, has left ripples among their classmates. Fred is
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somewhat sidelined, though some peers still support him. Meanwhile,

Gwendolyn, an outspoken student, relishes in Jess's punishment and shares

her achievements with Grady and Pearl.

Grady reflects on Pearl, a girl he overlooked previously but begins to notice.

Pearl shares a secret with Grady about Jess, revealing that despite his

brashness, Jess writes poetry—a vulnerable side hidden from his rough

exterior. This discovery, shared in clandestine fashion behind art supplies,

creates a moment of connection between Grady and Pearl, sparking a shared

understanding that each of them is dealing with unseen struggles.

Through this shared realization about Jess's poetry and their own unique

circumstances, Grady and Pearl find a flicker of camaraderie. Grady,

grappling with his internal turmoil, reaches out to Pearl—an unexpected,

physical connection…a human bridge in the chaos of high school dynamics.

Their complex interactions underscore the theme of struggling with identity

and perception in a tumultuous adolescent landscape.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Seventeen

In Chapter Seventeen, Grady is grappling with the absence of Jess, a close

 friend, from school due to a suspension. His mother's insistence on him

visiting a nurse leads him to a check-up for weight, though he disdainfully

mocks the process. The prospect of visiting Dr. Hawthorne in two weeks

adds to his tension, indicating an ongoing struggle with mental health.

Caught in a cycle of nervous habits, Grady's interactions with classmates,

like Pearl, reveal his anxiety and isolation. Pearl, though seemingly anxious

herself, attempts to support Grady by offering a pencil, allowing him a

moment of calm amidst his internal chaos. Their art class serves as a

backdrop for Grady's continued struggle with self-worth, especially in the

presence of Fred, a classmate who wears a bruise from an altercation,

stimulating Grady's reflections on masculinity and bravery.

Grady's internal conflict revolves around societal expectations of manhood,

bravery, and his own encounters with sexual assault. His history with Mr.

Howell, a predatory adult figure from his past, introduces an element of

trauma that complicates Grady's understanding of his identity and sexuality.

This is compounded by his memory of a non-consensual encounter in a van,

fueling his shame and confusion.

Seeking refuge, Grady frequents the library, though his usual comfort in
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music and study eludes him. Instead, he drifts into thoughts of Pearl,

suggesting a burgeoning but complicated attraction. His solitude is

interrupted by none other than Jess, bringing relief and a semblance of

normalcy as they exchange banter, though Jess's presence unwittingly

resurfaces Grady's insecurities.

Jess questions Grady about Fred, indicating concern mingled with past

aggression. Grady struggles to articulate his stance, caught between loyalty

to Jess and empathy toward Fred. This dialogue reveals Jess's playful yet

probing nature, juxtaposed with Grady's earnest and searching mindset.

Their conversation is interrupted by a voice from Grady's past—Tracy,

whose presence and disbelief at seeing Grady hints at a complicated history.

Grady, urged by Jess to engage, wrestles with his instinctive retreat against

the compelling need to confront his memories and feelings.

Chapter Seventeen sensitively portrays Grady's inner turmoil against a

backdrop of tentative friendships and past traumas. Grady's interactions with

Jess, Fred, and Pearl paint a complex picture of a teenager navigating

self-identity, societal expectations, and the scars of past experiences. The

chapter concludes with the unexpected reappearance of Tracy, setting the

stage for a confrontation with unresolved issues from his past.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Eighteen

In Chapter 18, Jess takes charge of the reunion as the DJ, creating an

 energetic and lively atmosphere. Grady feels Jess's foot under the table,

prompting him to pay attention as Jess engages in a playful yet probing

conversation with Tracy. Jess seems curious about Grady's past, teasing

Tracy about her connection to Grady by asking if he has always been so

'mental'. Tracy appears anxious and bewildered, her light blue eyes darting

nervously between Jess and Grady.

Tracy and Jess exchange basic greetings, but Tracy's concern for Grady is

evident as she interrupts their conversation to ask Grady pressing questions

about his whereabouts and condition. Grady is haunted by memories as a

blond man laughs cruelly, a manifestation of his internal turmoil and trauma.

His life had imploded with violence about a year ago, leaving him forever

changed and disconnected. As Tracy presses further, her voice filled with

worry, Grady struggles to respond. He is still haunted by the blond figure,

who mocks him with biting words.

Grady, feeling the pressure to escape the situation, offers a weak and

unconvincing assurance that he is 'fine.' He retreats inwardly, seeking solace

in the silent spaces of the library where no one can demand answers from

him. Exhausted, he eventually lays his head on a botany book and falls

asleep.
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Later, Grady is awakened by his father, signaling it's time to leave.

Gathering his belongings, he follows his father, burdened by unresolved

questions about Pearl and the unidentified man in her art book. At home,

during Sunday dinner with his mother, the familiar scent of meatloaf

overwhelms his senses. His mother inexplicably apologizes for serving it,

perhaps insecure about the simplicity of the meal.

Grady dreads the upcoming "Apology Day," where he will have to face Jess,

Mr. Edrickson, Gwendolyn, and Pearl in a small office, and endure an

expected apology from Jess. He doubts Jess's sincerity, feeling no desire for

his apology. The thought of spending time with these familiar faces in a

formal setting tightens his stomach with anticipatory dread.

The reunion had left Grady with lingering thoughts about Jess's artistic

pursuits. Jess, potentially harboring anger as an African American, might

channel his emotions into his poetry. Grady imagines Jess performing his

secret writings, possibly in a hip-hop style, aspiring for recognition.

Grady is unsettled by the smell of the food and struggles to eat. As he listens

to Alison Kraus's soothing yet melancholic music, he ponders the layers of

Jess's character and the secrets they all hold. He muses over Pearl's

revelation about Jess's writings, considering the intricacies of identity,

expression, and the expectations placed upon them. Grady navigates through
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a world of small portions, both literal and metaphorical, as he wrestles with

the larger realities he faces.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Nineteen

In Chapter Nineteen, Grady finds himself outside Mr. Edrickson’s office,

 entangled in a complex web of emotions and self-reflection. He sits with

Pearl, who appears tense and self-conscious, and can’t help but notice her

awkwardly. His mind drifts back to a vivid, perplexing dream about Fred, a

face that has haunted him—so much so that he questions his own identity.

As they wait, Gwendolyn, another student who exudes an air of arrogance

and a desire to be seen, sits across from them, further stirring the tension

with her cutting remarks. When Grady fails to respond appropriately to

Pearl's attempt at small talk, Gwendolyn seizes the opportunity to highlight

Grady's vulnerabilities by insinuating he's anorexic, having discovered he

gets weighed by the nurse.

Grady's internal struggle is disrupted by a surprising wave of laughter after

Pearl lets out a giggle, undermining Gwendolyn's snark. This unexpected

camaraderie momentarily lightens the mood until the vice-principal, Mr.

Edrickson, interrupts to restore order. Gwendolyn's smugness returns as Fred

exits the office, leaving Grady grappling once more with his attraction.

Inside the office, Grady observes Jess's family—composed of a refined

African-American man, presumably his father, a poised woman who shares

Jess's features, likely his mother, and a laid-back white man—exit after
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speaking solemnly with Mr. Edrickson. Grady's turn comes, and Pearl

nudges him along, her touch causing an internal turmoil as he reflects on the

friendships and connections he once had.

Confronted with Jess’s vulnerable gaze as he enters the office, Grady feels

compelled to offer his silent support, setting aside any previous grievances.

This chapter adeptly captures the confusion and emotional storms of teenage

life, where questions of identity, relationships, and loyalty are intertwined in

a dance of discovery and discomfort.
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Chapter 20: Twenty

Chapter Twenty opens with a tense scene in a disciplinary meeting at

 Jefferson, where students are gathered to address inappropriate behavior.

The meeting is led by Mr. Edrickson, a school authority figure committed to

fostering a respectful environment. He emphasizes the importance of civility

and fairness, directly addressing Jess, who is in trouble for making offensive

remarks.

Jess, clearly uncomfortable and defiant, is supposed to apologize for the

verbal insults he hurled the previous week. However, his apology comes

across as insincere, a mere formality rather than genuine remorse.

Meanwhile, Pearl is busy with a pack of Lifesavers, inadvertently drawing

attention with her noisy attempt to retrieve a candy. This act momentarily

disrupts the seriousness of the meeting and causes an awkward exchange of

the colorful sweets among the group.

Gwendolyn, another student, sharply criticizes Jess for his prior behavior,

claiming his apology is superficial and hinting at underlying issues of

prejudice and ignorance. Jess retorts defensively, turning the criticism back

at Gwendolyn, accusing her of being nosy.

As tensions rise, Mr. Edrickson interrupts, seeking to steer the discussion

back to the topic at hand and resolve the conflict. He calls for validation of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


the apology from Pearl and Grady. While Pearl attempts to downplay the

situation by mentioning that Jess writes poetry, this inadvertently

embarrasses Jess further, eliciting mockery from Gwendolyn.

Mr. Edrickson aims to wrap up the meeting by reiterating the importance of

personal development and learning from mistakes. He explicitly instructs

Gwendolyn to keep the details of the meeting private, especially in relation

to any content she might write for the school's Journal.

As the meeting disbands, the emotional fallout lingers. Jess’s anger erupts at

Pearl for mentioning his poetry, which he interprets as an unwelcome

invasion of privacy. He storms off, leaving Pearl in tears.

Grady, another participant who had been relatively quiet during the

encounter, offers a small gesture of kindness to the distraught Pearl by

handing her a handkerchief Jess had previously given him. Despite the

intensity of the confrontation, Grady is left contemplating the lingering

bitterness of the situation, symbolized by the unpleasant taste of a green

Lifesaver, as he walks away.

The chapter closes with Grady reflecting on the encounter, recognizing the

complexities of peer relationships and the struggle to reconcile personal

grievances with the demand for public apology and accountability in a

school setting.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Twenty-one

Chapter Twenty-One Summary

In Chapter Twenty-One, the tension in a high school art class is palpable

when Jess walks in, drawing all eyes towards Fred, who avoids looking up.

Jess is a new, dominant presence, quickly asserting his place at the table.

Pearl, a classmate, reveals personal turmoil as she paints a picture of her

father, mentioning his absence for the last three years. This glimpse into

Pearl's life adds texture to her character, highlighting themes of loss and

unresolved emotions. Grady, another student, finds himself awkwardly

interacting with Pearl over grapes, a subtle symbol of the sweetness and

complexities of their relationships.

The chapter navigates the intricacies of adolescent communication as Grady

observes a tense, silent exchange of notes between Pearl and Jess. Jess is

busy sketching a dark image, capturing a moment of tension and

confrontation likely symbolizing deeper conflicts. Meanwhile, Grady

struggles with feelings of inadequacy in art, focusing his efforts on drawing

mundane objects like grapes.

As class ends, Grady lingers, sensing unresolved tension in the air. Fred, a
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peer with a complex history, stays behind. When Grady approaches, he finds

himself embroiled in an uncomfortable confrontation.

Fred reacts with anger when Grady clumsily seeks information about a

sensitive topic—male-on-male sexual violence—assuming Fred’s sexual

orientation gives him insight. This presumption, wrapped in Grady's clumsy

questioning, highlights stigma and misconceptions about LGBTQ+

individuals. Fred’s response is one of hurt and anger, lashing out at Grady's

insensitivity and misconception.

Gwendolyn, another student, observes Grady's interaction with somber

amusement, further alienating Grady. Her comments expose his lie about

researching for a sociology paper, intensifying Grady's shame and

desperation.

Overwhelmed, Grady flees, seeking solace in a dark utility closet, where he

metaphorically and physically grapples with the situation—feeling cornered

and consumed by his internal conflict.

At home, Grady is physically unwell, a manifestation of his emotional

turmoil. His mother tends to him, bringing temporary comfort through

simple acts of care. As Grady listens to the ballad "Bringing Mary Home,"

he identifies with themes of disappearance and unresolved

tragedy—reflecting his own struggle with identity and understanding.
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This chapter illustrates the complexity of adolescent identity formation,

social pressures, and the challenges of navigating difficult conversations,

setting the stage for further character development and conflict resolution in

future chapters.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Addressing misconceptions and seeking understanding

Critical Interpretation: The chapter puts a spotlight on the importance

of recognizing and confronting misconceptions about individuals

based on incomplete or overgeneralized experiences. In approaching

Fred with assumptions wrapped in ignorance, Grady inadvertently

illustrates an important lesson: assumptions can lead to alienation and

hurt, especially when they touch on sensitive topics such as identity or

personal trauma. In our own lives, this scene serves as a reminder to

approach conversations with empathy and awareness, eschewing

stereotypes and fostering genuine connections based on understanding

and respect. By striving to break down these walls, we may not only

avoid personal embarrassment or mistakes like Grady's, but also open

up pathways to deeper, more authentic relationships that celebrate

rather than stigmatize our differences.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Twenty-two

In Chapter 22, Grady finds himself emerging from a period of illness. After

 a day of rest and some improvement in his condition, he starts to reconnect

with his surroundings, turning on the light in his room for the first time in a

long while. His room is cluttered and dusty, hinting at a prolonged neglect

during his illness. 

His mother, having been hyper-vigilant during his bout of fever, now enjoys

a sense of relief that Grady is recovering. Meanwhile, Grady receives an

unexpected call from Pearl, a girl from his school, which surprises him given

his recent isolation and disconnect from his peers. During the call, Pearl

awkwardly broaches the topic of a school art project about creating portraits,

suggesting three people do separate portraits of one person—in this case,

Grady. This, she feels, would create a nuanced depiction revealing insights

into their perspectives.

Grady is unsure about being the focus of such a project. His reluctance is

intertwined with his unresolved feelings about an event referred to obliquely

as "The Night Of," a traumatic incident where he was assaulted. Pearl's

well-intentioned but clumsy attempt to engage Grady brings up his

insecurities about how others might see him or what they might reveal

through their art.
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Their conversation ends abruptly when Grady, overwhelmed and unable to

confront his emotions, ends the call. When Pearl calls back, Grady finally

confesses the reason for his apprehension: the incident from "The Night Of,"

when he was raped. This revelation brings the ongoing emotional turmoil

Grady experiences into sharper focus, underscoring his complex feelings

about identity, vulnerability, and how others perceive him.

The chapter highlights Grady's internal struggle with his identity and the

secrets he harbors. Pearl’s effort to break the ice with Grady unintentionally

opens a wound he's been hesitant to address, setting the stage for potential

change in their relationship and Grady's journey towards healing.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Twenty-three

Chapter Twenty-Three Summary

In this chapter, Grady is being cared for by his well-meaning yet

unconventional mother, who serves him cream of celery soup for breakfast

because they’ve run out of cereal. Her attempts at nurturing him with various

creamy soups throughout the day become a source of mild irritation for

Grady, who longs for a return to normalcy and the end of his sick day

confinement.

Grady is struggling with emotional turbulence and confusion following an

encounter with Pearl, one of his art project partners. His mother mentions

Pearl's repeated attempts to reach him by phone, and Grady is left pondering

whether their recent conversation was real or merely a dream.

As Grady battles his inner turmoil, his friend Jess makes an unexpected visit.

Jess's presence is a mix of camaraderie and provocation, as he teases Grady

about the soups and shares school gossip. He mentions Fred, a classmate

with whom Grady had a tense history. Through ribbing banter, Jess shows a

moment of unexpected openness, revealing his struggle to reconcile his

previously held biases against Fred with a newfound begrudging acceptance.
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Grady's anxiety peaks as Jess inquires whether there's something romantic or

otherwise significant between Grady and Fred, causing Grady to become

visibly distressed. Jess's casual acceptance of diverse identities underscores

his personal growth, despite his earlier crass jokes.

The conversation takes a heavy turn when Grady, pushed to his emotional

brink, alludes to a traumatic event involving rape from a year prior. Unable

to articulate further details, Grady hints at a haunting past while turning

away from Jess's attempts at understanding. Jess, confused and concerned,

offers support in his own way, leaving Grady to confront his pain alone but

with the promise of friendship.

The chapter ends with Grady enveloped in a silent struggle with his past

trauma, left to sleep and dream of nothingness, his psyche tortured and

unresolved.

This chapter explores themes of friendship, trauma, and the challenge of

confronting past ordeals, all while highlighting Grady's complex emotional

landscape amidst everyday happenings.
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Chapter 24: Twenty-four

In Chapter 24, Grady finds himself dealing with a whirlwind of emotions

 and an increasingly tangled social web. After being weighed by Mrs. Nurse,

who again reminded him of his upcoming appointment with Dr. Wonderful,

Grady struggles with physical discomfort and emotional turmoil in

homeroom. His classmate Jess, who arrives late, captures Grady's attention

with a provocative poem he’s written. The poem speaks to the theme of deep

emotional and possibly romantic connection, which surprises Grady and

triggers Jess’s defensive outburst when he notices Grady reading over his

shoulder.

During class, the teacher distributes flyers from the Jefferson Journal, urging

new students to share their stories, but it also highlights a controversial piece

about male sexual assault, assumed to be written by Gwendolyn, a fellow

student. This deeply unsettles Grady, prompting a sense of panic and a

desire to escape. Meanwhile, Jess, who expresses disdain for the publication,

tries to maintain a connection with Grady, proposing to see him at lunch.

At lunchtime, Grady is introduced to Darla, a girl Jess has mentioned before.

The trio discusses the upcoming art project, which involves a three-person

collaborative piece, though Grady remains distracted by his own inner

conflict and external pressure from friends and teachers. Jess humorously

suggests alternative concepts for the art project, indicating his frustration
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with school and authority figures.

In art class, Grady's tension continues to build. He avoids discussing the art

project with Pearl, a classmate, despite her reaching out to him. The class is

marked by Grady's intense and troubled internal dialogue, especially when

considering Gwendolyn, hinting at unresolved issues between them.

As the day concludes, Grady is unexpectedly drawn into a meeting with Jess

and Pearl. They insist on accompanying him to the library, ostensibly to

discuss their group art project. Grady resists initially but finally agrees,

feeling betrayed by Jess's interaction with his mother, who is concerned

about his health.

On their way out, they encounter Fred, another classmate, who provides

Grady with a business card for a Men's Health Center, implying it might

help with some unspoken issue Grady is facing. Fred’s action is both

supportive and discreet, adding another layer to Grady’s conflicted world.

The chapter closes with Jess feeling excluded and frustrated by Grady's

secrecy, compounding the emotional and psychological pressure on Grady

as he grapples with his identity and responsibilities. The tension between

maintaining friendships, confronting personal demons, and facing societal

expectations weighs heavily on him, setting the stage for further

developments.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 25 Summary: Twenty-five

In Chapter Twenty-Five, Grady finds himself stuck in an awkward situation

 as he waits outside a school with Jess. The tension is palpable, particularly

from Jess, who is visibly irritated. Jess is anticipating Darla's arrival, a friend

whose presence shifts Jess's mood from annoyed to sociable. The group,

including Pearl, embarks on a journey that involves dropping Darla at her

job and picking up Charlie. Jess drives an old Plymouth Reliant, providing a

peek into the modest lifestyle he leads, a stark contrast to the superficial

standards set by some of his peers.

Jess's interactions with Charlie, a foster child soon to be adopted into his

family, reveal a different side of him—one laden with the responsibilities of

temporary sibling duties. Charlie idolizes Jess, evident in her excitement

about her upcoming adoption party and the inevitability of Jess officially

becoming her brother. The complexity of familial bonds is touched upon,

with a focus on how Jess balances his role as a protector while teasing his

little sister in a way only an older brother can.

When they reach the library, Grady is left alone with Pearl as Jess goes off

with Charlie. The setting shifts to their group project meeting, where they

discuss creating three portraits of Grady, with each of them providing a

unique spin. Jess proposes a twist—portraying Grady in diverse ways to

reflect their different artistic styles and perspectives, each lending their
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interpretations influenced by race and gender. This idea cleverly suggests a

theme of unity through diversity and the blending of various identities.

As they delve deeper into the conversation, the mention of Fred—a reminder

of Grady's internal struggles—adds tension. A peppermint, a small gesture

of kindness from Pearl, becomes a symbol of comfort amidst the chaos.

Grady appreciates the momentary distraction from his anxiety.

The chapter closes with an unexpected encounter with Tracy and Ted,

figures from Grady's past. This moment introduces a cliffhanger, suggesting

unresolved issues and hinting at future confrontations or reconciliations.

Jess's informal introduction adds a layer of normalcy to an otherwise tense

reunion.

This chapter intricately weaves themes of family, friendship, identity, and

acceptance, setting the stage for character growth and further developments

in the narrative.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Twenty-six

In Chapter Twenty-Six, Jess, Grady, Tracy, and Ted meet in a tense reunion

 orchestrated by Jess and Tracy. Grady is overwhelmed to see Ted, who

looks more mature and handsome but seems to struggle to connect with

Grady’s current self. Jess recounts a conversation with Tracy, hinting at a

troubling event, possibly "the Night Of," the importance of which hangs

over the gathering like a dark cloud. This hints at a past incident affecting

Grady deeply, as the others attempt to bring his old friends from school back

together, hoping it will help him open up.

The discomfort is palpable as Grady feels pressure to engage but struggles

with his emotions, indicated by his lack of words and internal turmoil over a

significant event that has yet to be openly discussed. Pearl, another friend,

brings a sense of guilt for her involvement in the attempt to help Grady

reconnect with his past. As Ted expresses frustration about being shut out

and not knowing what happened to their friendship, Grady comprehends the

year-long gap and lost opportunities between them.

Jess jests about Grady's selective verbal expression as an attempt to lighten

the mood, amidst Grady’s vivid sense of internal chaos. Charlie, another

character, interrupts needing a candy and a bathroom break, showcasing

ordinary moments among the tension. Despite their good intentions, Ted and

Tracy decide to leave eventually, with Ted offering Grady a ride home to
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prolong their reconnection attempt. Grady feels the weight of knowing why

they have come together but can't bring himself to explain.

The chapter encapsulates Grady's struggle with unresolved issues that have

distanced him from his friends, who made considerable effort to reconnect,

spurred by worry and care. Grady’s internal conflict is underscored by his

reaction to Pearl and his inclination to escape reality before an appointment

with Dr. Hawthorne. Grady’s complex psyche is defined by his struggle to

articulate thoughts and emotions, highlighting a mysterious past incident

that he feels he must prepare to confront sooner or later. The chapter ends

with Grady contemplating stepping out with his friends, if only to walk them

to their car, reflecting the small steps he must take towards reconciling with

his past.
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Chapter 27 Summary: Twenty-seven

Chapter Twenty-Seven Summary

In this chapter, Grady, Jess, Charlie, Tracy, Pearl, Ted, and the group walk

along a sidewalk, the autumn leaves crunching underneath as they head

towards Jess's car. There's an unspoken yet palpable tension among the

group, particularly between Grady and Ted. The chapter reveals a subdued

camaraderie among friends trying to understand and support Grady, who

seems preoccupied with personal struggles.

Pearl, embarrassed by a subtle interaction, peels away to join the rest of the

group. Jess, teasing and energetic, lightens the mood with playful banter,

especially with Charlie, as they prepare to part ways. The chapter hints at a

deeper struggle within Grady, especially through Jess's comments aimed at

reassuring the group about Grady's progress.

As they congregate by Jess's car, Gwendolyn, another character with a flair

for drama and a penchant for investigative journalism, appears. She reveals

she's working on an article about male rape—a sensitive subject that seems

to strike a nerve in the group, especially Grady. The tension heightens when

Pearl reacts fiercely to Gwendolyn's comments, leading to a heated physical

altercation between Pearl and Gwendolyn. 
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Gwendolyn accuses the group of being crazy and threatens to call the police,

but Jess intervenes, defusing the situation with charisma and subtle

blackmail, hinting at Gwendolyn's own misbehavior in questionable

circumstances. His negotiation skills keep the situation from escalating

further while simultaneously protecting Grady's privacy and dignity.

However, the encounter leaves the group shaken. Grady, overwhelmed by

the resurfaced trauma that the article Gwendolyn is working on highlights,

collapses under the weight of his past. Pearl remains steadfast beside him,

offering silent but powerful support.

The chapter concludes with Grady's father, Mr. West, arriving. As he helps

his son, Ted expresses his own feelings of betrayal with a vehemence that

suggests he feels implicated in Grady's ordeal. The chapter masterfully

balances the themes of camaraderie, hidden trauma, and the complexity of

friendships strained under the weight of silence and unspoken truths.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 28: Twenty-eight

Chapter Twenty-Eight Summary

Grady and his father drive home enveloped in a tense silence, still absorbing

Ted's harsh words about feeling betrayed for not being told what happened

to Grady a year ago. Both are burdened with the past yet know that sharing

certain pains is impossible. Grady's sleepless night on the lumpy couch is

punctuated by restless awakenings and a pervasive sense that "they

knew"—a realization that his secret, perhaps a traumatic event or revelation,

is now out in the open.

The next day unfolds with a veiled normalcy. Grady's mother tries to

converse with him over breakfast, mentioning the Group—the nomenclature

for his circle of friends like Ted and Tracy—but avoids the glaring truth that

"they knew." At school, Grady isolates himself emotionally and physically,

even as classmates Jess and Darla attempt to connect with him. He feels

exposed and ashamed but remains introspective, silently planning a weekend

escape.

At home, Grady is visited by friends, one after another, all acknowledging

his unspoken plight through their presence rather than their words. There's a

surreal quality as more friends—Mikey-Mike, Tracy, and
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others—materialize in his bedroom. Grady questions the reality of their

concern, wondering if this is a dream, driven by his disquiet of being

understood too well.

Jess, sitting bedside, offers pragmatic comfort. He shares his own struggles

with familial and racial identity, emphasizing they're not alone in facing

difficulties. Jess also addresses the societal misunderstanding about

masculinity and violence, touching on the issue of abuse that Grady

experienced. Their conversation is meaningful yet doesn't penetrate Grady's

fog of emotions; it's too much for him to process.

With dinner, Grady's mother quietly reinforces her care by cooking for him,

even as Grady ruminates on the two lifelines he hasn't used—phone numbers

from Pearl and Fred. Other friends, like Ted, sit with him awkwardly, their

concern voiced through frustrated arguments with Grady's father rather than

direct questions about the assault.

Throughout the weekend, Grady is confounded by silence—the surreal

knowledge that everyone understands something happened yet avoids

delving into the harrowing details of his assault. This isolation leaves him

afloat, feeling disconnected from those who care. A phone call with Pearl

symbolizes this disconnect, filled with words unsaid and a silence spanning

an emotional universe, where perhaps, an alternate reality exists where he

could confess everything.
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In essence, the chapter traverses Grady's struggle with guilt, trauma, and the

protective silence that surrounds him. His internal conflict echoes amidst a

backdrop of friends and family who want to help but don't know how,

creating a poignant commentary on the complexities of dealing with trauma

and the human need for understanding and connection.
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Chapter 29 Summary: Twenty-nine

Chapter 29 delves into a tumultuous day for Grady and his classmates at

 school, set against the backdrop of a temporary classroom after a plumbing

disaster turned their art room uninhabitable. Ms. Spencer, their art teacher,

attempts to maintain a cheery disposition, emphasizing the unpredictable

nature of creating art. Her students, however, are less than enthused,

particularly with the unpleasant smell lingering around them, courtesy of the

science lab's dead animals.

Jess, a student looking to escape the drudgery of Biology, laments the death

of the art room's appeal as he jokes about the foul atmosphere. Meanwhile,

Grady, around whose experiences the chapter pivots, nurses the tension

between him and his classmate Pearl, stemming from their awkward phone

conversation the previous night. Pearl remains uninterested in interaction as

she busies herself with their still-life art project, a display featuring a pear

and decorative ear of corn.

The day's tensions are exacerbated by Jess’s writing—more tales for his

“Muthafucka Stories”—and Grady’s disillusion with science. His

observations extend to his classmates, such as noting Fred's dress sense and

repressed hostility. The chapter captures Grady's inner world, fraught with

self-doubt, confusion, and a desire for acceptance.
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The critical moment arises when Fred, another student who is a regular at a

support center for gay teens, attempts to reach out to Grady by passing along

contact information for someone named Allan Reeve at the Men’s Health

Center. Fred believably reassures Jess and Grady of the center’s resources

beyond its primary services for gay men, suggesting that Reeve might offer

guidance.

As the tension builds, Gwendolyn, another classmate, stirs conflict by

intruding with taunts that threaten to expose Grady’s traumatic past. Her

abrasive confrontation escalates until Jess stands up for Grady, urging

Gwendolyn to stay silent about his ordeal. The chapter captures Grady's

vulnerability and the allies (“backup”) he discovers in his peers, even amidst

adversity.

Ultimately, the narrative highlights Grady's struggle with his self-image and

the courage it takes to build resilience after trauma. He senses the gravity of

his friends' support, particularly Jess and Pearl, as they symbolize a

semblance of normalcy and acceptance. Grady’s poignant realization of

things like simple companionship and the potential for healing—signified by

his willingness to go out for a simple bite to eat—emphasizes the chapter's

broader theme: the haunting yet hopeful pursuit of identity and belonging

amidst chaos.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Thirty

Chapter 30 Summary:

In this chapter, we find ourselves at the Spring Art Show, an important event

where young artists from all over the county showcase their work to an eager

crowd of parents and friends. Jess, Pearl, and Grady have entered a

collaborative piece—a self-portrait of sorts—comprising three canvases

wired back-to-back to form a triangle, with their dramatic title "KID

DREAD, BOY WONDER!" scrawled across a banner. Despite their efforts,

they only earn an Honorable Mention, much to Jess's disapproval. Pearl,

though visibly disappointed, remains bravely optimistic.

Amidst the crowded room filled with chatter and observation, we get

glimpses into Grady's world and how it has changed. He’s been working on

regaining his sense of self with the support of Dr. Hawthorne, learning to be

content with gradual transformations—a theme metaphorically echoed in the

slow growth of his hair and relationship with Pearl. Grady reflects on his

evolving feelings about his appearance, recognizing that while he is not

entirely back to his "Before" state, he is moving forward. Allan, a mentor,

reassures him there’s no need to rush, reinforcing patience as part of the

healing journey.
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As Grady stands with Jess, Pearl, and the returning Group—comprising Ted,

Mikey-Mike, Christian, Clara-bell, and Tracy—a comforting sense of

reunion permeates. Each participates in playful banter about the art pieces

and reconnects with Grady after an uncertain period. Jess's canvas features

an imaginative depiction of a Grady with exaggerated features, including

dramatic dreads symbolizing the impact of African-American culture,

stirring discussion on cultural influence.

Pearl’s interpretation is more intimate, featuring Grady with a partially open

chest and a bird emerging, visually depicting the emotional vulnerability

Grady confided in her without words. Her ability to capture his inner world

surprises him, marking the depth of their connection.

Grady's own effort, produced in a rush, humorously garners mixed

reactions—a stick figure adorned with dreads, arguably the weakest link of

their trio. This becomes a point of amusement among friends and

underscores Grady's evolving self-perception. Although his art lacks finesse,

it embodies his unfinished journey.

Fred, a source of wisdom, arrives accompanied by Paul, whose vibrant

presence introduces dynamics reflective of broader themes of identity and

acceptance. Fred’s calming, non-judgmental nature stands in contrast to

Paul’s enigmatic allure. Fred acknowledges Grady’s ongoing internal

struggles, suggesting that Grady is like an incomplete portrait, which
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resonates strongly with him.

As the event draws to a close, Grady experiences a brief moment of feeling

disassociated—shimmering in and out of focus, struggling to grasp what is

missing. Yet, with the warmth of Pearl beside him and the support of his

friends and mentors, Grady begins to ground himself. He acknowledges Mr.

Reeve's sentiment that although he isn't finished, he's on the path of

becoming.

In a moment of levity, chaotic energy springs to life as Charlie playfully

disrupts Jess, prompting laughter among the group. This scene brings Grady

back to the present, reminding him he's surrounded by companionship and

growth, and the chapter closes on the subtle suggestion of newfound hope

and continuity.
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