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About the book

In "The Address Book: What Street Addresses Reveal About Identity, Race,

Mobility, and the World," Deirdre Mask embarks on an enlightening journey

that connects the seemingly mundane concept of addresses to profound

questions of identity, power, and social justice. Through captivating

narratives that traverse the globe, Mask illuminates how addresses not only

shape our physical locations but also our status in society, influencing

everything from economic opportunities to access to services. By examining

the origins and implications of street names, neighborhoods, and postal

codes, Mask invites readers to reconsider how this overlooked aspect of our

lives reflects broader themes of inequality and belonging. As she deftly

weaves personal stories with historical context, readers will find themselves

compelled to explore how their own addresses are intertwined with cultural

narratives, urging us all to understand the true significance of where we live.
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About the author

Deirdre Mask is a distinguished writer and scholar with a profound interest

in the significance of addresses and their impact on society. With a

background in both literature and history, Mask has contributed to various

prestigious publications, showcasing her keen insights and eloquent prose.

Her work often explores themes of identity, geography, and the social

implications of how we navigate the world through names and places. "The

Address Book" exemplifies her ability to weave personal narratives with

broader cultural reflections, illuminating the often-overlooked importance of

the systems that shape our daily lives.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. Kolkata: How Can Street
Addresses Transform the Slums?

Chapter Summary: Kolkata - How Can Street Addresses Transform the

 Slums?

In Kolkata, a city steeped in history and cultural vibrancy, social worker

Subhashis Nath is leading a transformative initiative called "Addressing the

Unaddressed." On a warm February day, he meets with the narrator to

discuss a critical challenge facing residents of Chetla, a crowded slum: the

absence of proper street addresses. This lack of addresses creates severe

barriers to accessing banking, identification, and essential services, which

perpetuates poverty and exclusion.

As they navigate the vibrant streets teeming with life—street vendors,

cyclists, and rickshaw drivers—they finally reach the slum of Chetla. Here,

amid the cacophony of children playing and women cooking, Subhashis’s

team has been assigning GO Codes: nine-digit identifiers linked to GPS

locations that serve as temporary addresses for homes in a community where

conventional street addressing is complex and fraught with social and

political challenges.

The chapter reflects on the historical context of Calcutta (now Kolkata),
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exploring its colonial past when the British imposed a segregated city

structure that ignored the realities of Indian life. The colonial neglect created

slum conditions that persist today, with inadequate infrastructure and

resources. The narrative underscores the bureaucratic challenges in

addressing slum areas, as government initiatives have often overlooked the

needs of squatters, who constitute a significant portion of the urban poor.

Subhashis and his team collect incomplete bank forms from residents,

working diligently to rectify the missing information. The forms are crucial

for residents to open bank accounts, which are necessary for financial

stability and social security benefits. The chapter highlights the role of the

Aadhaar card—India’s biometric ID system—in providing essential

services. Without a permanent address, acquiring an Aadhaar card and

accessing welfare provisions becomes nearly impossible, trapping

individuals in a cycle of poverty.

The slums of Kolkata are diverse; each community has its unique conditions

and challenges. For instance, while Chetla exhibits some rural characteristics

with its tightly-knit community life, other slums, like Bhagar, are marked by

waste and environmental hazards. These varying conditions complicate

efforts to address the needs of the urban poor effectively.

Subhashis’s NGO collaborates with organizations like The Hope Foundation

to conduct censuses and identify service needs in these communities. The
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placing of addresses not only enables residents to feel recognized but also

opens doors to various social services and opportunities for empowerment.

As the chapter concludes, the narrator experiences a personal challenge

navigating the city without a proper address, contrasting their own privileged

status with the plight of slum dwellers. This moment of vulnerability serves

as a poignant reminder of the importance of addresses in granting identity

and access to those living in the shadows of society.

Overall, the chapter emphasizes that establishing street addresses in the

slums is not merely an administrative task but a fundamental step toward

inclusion, recognition, and the eventual emergence of a cohesive urban

identity.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. Haiti: Could Street Addresses
Stop an Epidemic?

Chapter Summary: Haiti - Could Street Addresses Stop an Epidemic?

The chapter opens with an introduction to Professor Paul Fine at the London

School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, where he recounts the story of

John Snow, a pioneering figure in the field of epidemiology. In Victorian

London, Snow, a well-regarded anesthesiologist, also conducted crucial

investigations into cholera, a devastating disease characterized by severe

dehydration and rapid death. During this time, the prevailing medical belief

was the miasma theory, which attributed disease to foul smells rather than

germs or contaminated water.

Snow's groundbreaking theory suggested that cholera spread through

polluted water, a notion he supported with circumstantial evidence from

outbreaks in London. He meticulously gathered data on cholera victims,

noting that those living near contaminated water sources were more likely to

fall ill. His efforts led to the removal of a pump handle from a contaminated

water source in Soho, which ultimately reduced the epidemic.

The chapter transitions to modern-day Haiti and the 2010 cholera outbreak

that followed a catastrophic earthquake. This context draws a parallel to
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Snow's time; in both cases, cholera spread rapidly in areas with poor

sanitation and contaminated water supplies. Ivan Gayton, a logistician for

Doctors Without Borders, struggles to locate patients and mount an effective

response due to the lack of accurate mapping of the area.

Dr. Renaud Piarroux, a parasitologist, investigates the source of the cholera

outbreak in Haiti and leads efforts to trace it back to a UN camp where

sewage leakages contaminated local water supplies. Despite facing

skepticism and resistance from the UN and the global health

community—who were focused on immediate treatment rather than

investigating the source—Piarroux's findings highlight once again the

crucial connection between sanitation and disease prevention.

The chapter then reflects on the permanence of cholera in Haiti, drawing a

stark contrast with Snow's optimism that knowledge of disease propagation

could eradicate such outbreaks. It reveals that, unlike Snow, who faced

rejection during his lifetime, Piarroux ultimately gained recognition and

respect.

In a seemingly cyclical narrative, the chapter concludes with a call to

action—highlighting the importance of mapping in preventing future

epidemics. Gayton’s initiative leads to the creation of the organization

"Missing Maps," which aims to equip underserved areas with the necessary

mapping data to better prepare for potential health crises. The chapter ends
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on a contemplative note, emphasizing the ongoing necessity of addressing

public health infrastructure to alleviate the risk of future outbreaks, echoing

John Snow's legacy in both his time and ours.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3. Rome: How Did the Ancient
Romans Navigate?

### Chapter 3: Navigating Ancient Rome

The Roman Empire is renowned for its engineering marvels, including

aqueducts, toilets, underfloor heating, and extensive concrete roads.

However, the Romans did not frequently implement street naming, which

posed unique navigation challenges in the bustling city. Instead of named

streets, Romans often relied on notable landmarks and prominent buildings,

such as temples and forums, for directions. For example, a person's journey

might be described by referencing well-known locations like the Temple of

Flora or the Temple of Matuta. 

Roman streets utilized a rich vocabulary that differentiated types of

pathways, such as "viae" (roads), "angiportum" (narrow alleyways), and

"forum" (public spaces for gatherings and commerce). This complex

nomenclature is a testament to their urban environment, where many streets

were tightly packed and often indistinguishable. Contrary to the neat grids of

many Roman provinces, the layout of Rome itself was haphazard, leading to

a labyrinthine network of alleyways and lanes that could easily disorient

even the most experienced citizens.
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Life within these streets was vibrant yet chaotic; ordinary Romans often

faced overlapping uses for their streets, which served as kitchens, living

rooms, and public marketplaces. Consequently, the ability to navigate this

noisy and eventful environment was essential. With about a million residents

living within two miles of the city center, effective orientation was key.

In 1952, urban planning professor Kevin Lynch embarked on a study to

understand how people navigate cities. Lynch observed that cities with

distinct landmarks and cohesive layouts, like Florence, fostered a sense of

place and belonging. He defined "imageable" cities as those which invite

exploration and enjoy coherence through their design, thus making

navigation intuitive. Meanwhile, less remarkable cities like Jersey City and

sprawling ones like Los Angeles led residents to struggle with identification

and memory of their surroundings.

Lynch ultimately identified five elements that contribute to one's mental map

of a city: paths (streets and walkways), nodes (intersections or gathering

points), edges (natural or manmade borders), landmarks (notable structures

or points of interest), and districts (defined neighborhoods). This vocabulary

has since provided valuable insight to scholars studying the evolution of

ancient cities, including Rome.

In the Roman context, neighborhoods known as "vici" served as distinct

communities with central crossroads and shrines, offering residents a sense
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of place. Structures throughout the city were imbued with meaning,

reflecting the political and social aspirations of their patrons. The bustling

life of ancient Rome was not solely an experience of sight; it was

multisensory, filled with the sounds and smells of daily life—from the noise

of street vendors to the fragrant wafts of food stalls.

Navigation in ancient Rome depended not only on landmarks but also on the

senses. Citizens would discern routes by the cacophony of city life,

identifying familiar sounds and scents as guides. Mental maps, formed

through experiences rather than written guides, were the primary

navigational tools for most Romans.

The concept of "mental maps" found a fascinating parallel in scientific

research conducted in the 1970s, led by John O’Keefe, who discovered

"place neurons" in the brains of rats. These neurons activate in specific

locations, suggesting that humans possess an innate GPS system. Over time,

additional research highlighted cellular mechanisms that help both rats and

humans navigate their environments. It became clear that engaging with and

memorizing one's surroundings enriches one's cognitive function,

particularly the hippocampus, which plays a vital role in both memory

formation and spatial awareness.

For the Romans, this connection between memory and place was not merely

an abstract concept. Cicero famously discussed the "method of loci," a
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mnemonic device involving spatial awareness for memorizing speeches by

associating content with specific locations. This classical training in rhetoric

reflected an understanding that memories are intertwined with the physical

spaces people inhabit.

While modern technology such as GPS has simplified navigation, it raises

concerns about our cognitive engagement with the environment. There is a

growing recognition that reliance on digital navigation tools may weaken

our mental maps, diminishing our ability to connect place to memory. In

contrast, the sensory richness of ancient Roman life nurtured a robust

cognitive landscape, reminding us that our experiences and identities are

deeply influenced by the spaces we occupy.

In reflecting upon the vibrant chaos of Rome, one can appreciate the unique

challenges and joys its inhabitants faced. The city's riotous life, with its

myriad sounds, smells, and activities, provided ample opportunity for

engagement with the world around them, forming both a literal and

metaphorical map of their lives. Romans were adept at navigating their

environment, revealing that even amid disorder, there was a profound sense

of place.
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Chapter 4: 4. London: Where Do Street Names Come
From?

### Chapter 4: London - The Origins of Street Names

In this chapter, the focus turns to Nigel Baker, a freelance archaeologist and

occasional lecturer at the University of Birmingham. During the late 1980s,

alongside historian Richard Holt, Baker found camaraderie in their shared

interest in obscure historical topics, often discussed over pints in a somewhat

shabby university bar. Their curiosity was sparked by the discovery that

Grope Lane—a street in Baker's hometown of Shrewsbury—was formerly

known as Gropecunt Lane, leading them to investigate other similarly named

streets across England.

Their findings revealed that early street names often originated from

practical locales or activities, indicating what one might find or experience

there—like butcher streets or fish markets. Surprisingly, Baker and Holt

discovered that many streets named Gropecunt were centrally located,

challenging the notion that prostitution was strictly confined to the outskirts

of towns. Rather, these streets were hubs of activity, catering to visitors from

rural areas and merchant traders, suggesting a complex relationship with

sexuality in medieval England.
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While the relaxed attitudes of earlier times gave rise to some rude street

names, the Victorian era saw a significant shift towards more sanitized

nomenclature, eliminating many explicit terms. Institutions like the British

postal system faced their own challenges with the sheer volume of duplicate

street names leading to confusion. By the 19th century, London was

overwhelmed, with an explosion of streets bearing similar names, prompting

a need for reform.

Central to this reform was Rowland Hill, a schoolteacher who recognized the

inefficiencies of the postal system. He advocated for a flat-rate postal

service, resulting in the introduction of the penny post in 1840. This

revolutionary idea significantly democratized communication, making it

affordable for all, thus linking it to social and political reform. Hill's reforms

were timely because they helped alleviate potential unrest in an era marked

by upheaval in places like France and America.

With Hill's innovations came logistical challenges, such as clarity in street

naming. In London, bureaucratic efforts to standardize names and addresses

began, but met with resistance. Yet, as the city continued to

evolve—especially during World War II—efforts to change or enhance street

naming became difficult in the midst of bombings and destruction.

The chapter reveals how names can shape identity and perception,

showcasing changing attitudes towards naming streets in modern times.
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With a renewed interest in women’s representation, diverse cultures, and

historical nuances, the evolution of street names continues to reflect the

character of neighborhoods and the communities inhabiting them. 

Ultimately, the exploration of street names exemplifies a blend of history,

culture, and the social dynamics of urban spaces, reminding us that these

names often carry deeper stories, link us to our past, and influence our

understanding of community identity.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. Vienna: What Can House
Numbers Teach Us About Power?

### Chapter 5: Vienna - What Can House Numbers Teach Us About Power?

On a snowy February morning in Vienna, I met Anton Tantner, a

distinguished historian focused on house numbers, near the chancellor's

residence, coinciding with the three-hundredth anniversary of Empress

Maria Theresa’s birth. Tantner's expertise transformed my initial

dismissiveness regarding house numbers into a profound understanding of

their historical significance. He argues that the systematic numbering of

houses, a hallmark of the Age of Enlightenment, was not primarily for

navigation or mail delivery, but to facilitate governmental control—allowing

states to tax, monitor, and impose order on citizens.

The practice of house numbering can be traced back to the turbulent reign of

Maria Theresa, who ascended the Habsburg throne in 1740 unexpectedly

after her father's death. Inheriting a fragmented empire plagued with military

and financial strains, she faced substantial challenges, including wars and

personal tragedies, such as the loss of several children to illness. Seeking to

strengthen her military, she launched a “conscription of souls” in 1770,

which required precisely counting military-eligible men residing in her

territories. This led to the innovative solution of house numbering, aimed at
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demystifying village populations by categorizing each building and its

occupants.

As we wandered through Vienna’s streets, Tantner pointed out the historic

house numbers, designed under Maria Theresa's directives. Each number

bore a "No." prefix and had distinctive color codes, further emphasizing the

significance of these identifiers. Tantner elaborated on how this movement

towards numbering happened concurrently in other major cities, such as

Paris and London, each developing its classification systems to better

manage urban life and ensure social order.

Notably, the adoption of house numbering was imperative for state control,

as it allowed for improved taxation and military recruitment. James Scott, in

his research, linked state visibility to governance; without the ability to “see”

their populace, premodern governments were effectively blind to their

citizens’ realities. Historian Daniel Lord Smail evidenced this evolution,

showing how identity records evolved from vague descriptors to detailed

accounts, complete with addresses, revealing how essential house numbers

became to modern governance.

The idea of government accountability brought by such a system elicited

mixed responses. In some instances, like that of Jacques François Guillauté

in Paris, radical notions emerged for comprehensive social oversight through

registration and classification. While Guillauté’s plan for meticulous
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tracking of citizens was not official, the underlying premise designated

number assignments as an essential tool for societal organization. 

However, this imposition of identity became a point of contention. In

Geneva and the U.S., many resisted numbering as an oppressive form of

control, with some destroying their house numbers to reclaim a sense of

autonomy. Such actions demonstrated a societal pushback against the

reduced individuality that numbering implied, often perceived as a

mechanism of bureaucratic dehumanization. 

Despite initial opposition, many began to appreciate the benefits of

systematic house numbering, from facilitating communication to ensuring

mail delivery. Over coffee, Tantner and I discussed how the exercise had

unforeseen benefits beyond numerical categorization, influencing policies

and reforms that improved the lives of those within the empire. 

Ultimately, house numbers were not mere administrative tools; they

symbolized the delicate balance between state surveillance and personal

freedom, reflecting the complex dynamics of Enlightenment ideals and

practical governance in evolving urban landscapes.

Key Point Details

Setting Vienna, February morning, historical context of Empress Maria
Theresa's birth.
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Key Point Details

Interviewee Anton Tantner, historian focused on house numbers, shifts
perception of house numbers from trivial to significant.

Purpose of
House
Numbering

Originally for government control, taxation, and monitoring, rather
than just navigation or mail delivery.

Historical
Background

House numbering originated during the reign of Maria Theresa in
1740, amidst military and financial challenges.

Conscription of
Souls

1770 initiative to count military-eligible men led to systematic house
numbering for better population management.

Coding System Historic house numbers had a "No." prefix and distinct color codes
under Maria Theresa's directives.

Comparison
with Other
Cities

Similar numbering practices emerged in Paris and London for urban
management.

Impact on
Governance

House numbers provided visibility for state governance and taxation,
transforming citizen identification methods.

Mixed
Reactions

Resistance to numbering as bureaucratic control; some destroyed
their numbers for autonomy.

Benefits of
Numbering

Ultimately facilitated communication and policies that improved
citizens' lives despite initial pushback.

Conclusion House numbers symbolize the balance between state control and
personal freedom, reflecting Enlightenment ideals.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: House numbers symbolize the balance between state

control and personal freedom.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through your own

neighborhood, each house number a silent testament to the stories

within. The key point derived from this chapter can inspire you to see

your own address not just as a point for deliveries or navigation, but as

an assertion of your identity within the community. Just as house

numbering emerged to enhance governance while sparking debates on

autonomy, you can reflect on how your own identification shapes your

relationships and environment. Embrace your unique position within

this intricate web of societal structure, understanding that while

systems might impose patterns, your individuality is the spark that

brings vitality and depth to your surroundings.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6. Philadelphia: Why Do Americans
Love Numbered Streets?

In Chapter 6, titled "Philadelphia," the narrative explores the significance of

 numbered streets in American cities, tracing back to the origins of urban

planning and the impact of William Penn in Pennsylvania. The chapter

begins with a vivid depiction of Manhattan's pre-colonial ecology, known as

Mannahatta, teeming with wildlife and plant species. The transformation of

this sylvan landscape into the bustling city of Manhattan unfolded rapidly in

the eighteenth century as the population soared, necessitating a structured

urban framework due to the chaos caused by the absence of central planning

among private landholders.

In 1807, facing urban disorder, the state of New York appointed three

commissioners—lawyer John Rutherford, surveyor Simeon De Witt, and

politician Gouverneur Morris—to devise a unified city plan. After four years

of deliberation, the commissioners established a grid system comprising 155

streets and 12 avenues intersecting at right angles, a strategy aimed at

efficiency and economic potential. Morris, a Founding Father with a colorful

history, played a pivotal role in this planning process, despite his personal

distractions and health struggles.

The grid laid out by the commissioners overlooked the island's natural

topography, leading to discontent among landowners and poets like Edgar
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Allan Poe, who lamented the loss of Manhattan’s grandeur. Dan Randel, a

young surveyor, faced protests and physical opposition from local residents

as he implemented the grid. Despite initial resistance, the grid added

significant value to the land and facilitated real estate transactions,

reinforcing New York’s emerging identity as an economic powerhouse.

The chapter then contrasts this American innovation with European norms,

illustrating how numbered streets, a distinctively American phenomenon,

emerged as a practical response to urban growth—something not embraced

in Europe due to deep-rooted traditions honoring historical figures through

street names. The narrative connects these developments to the life of

William Penn, who, after enduring a tumultuous life of imprisonment for his

Quaker beliefs, obtained land in America from King Charles II. Penn

envisioned a city that mirrored his values of equality and brotherly love,

leading to the founding of Philadelphia in 1682.

Inspired by Quaker principles, Penn adopted a grid pattern for Philadelphia,

favoring numbered streets to promote uniformity and order. His vision

contrasted sharply with European architectural traditions, focusing not on

aesthetic beauty but on functional urban planning. Penn's initiative was part

of a broader trend in America as the nation expanded westward, where

Thomas Jefferson would later employ similar grid methodologies to

organize new territories through the Land Ordinance of 1785.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The chapter culminates in a reflection on the American aesthetic

characterized by orderliness and accessibility, compared to the complex and

historically steeped landscapes of Europe. Despite being regarded as plain,

the grid system facilitated the creation of thriving, navigable cities like

Philadelphia, marking a radical departure from European traditions of urban

development. Through Penn's legacy, the chapter asserts that America’s

cities were built upon visions of democracy, rationality, and practical design,

distinguishing the nation as a unique entity resistant to the constraints of Old

World traditions.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. Korea and Japan: Must Streets
Be Named?

### Chapter Summary: Korea and Japan - Must Streets Be Named?

In this chapter, the author reflects on the unique navigational systems of

Tokyo and the historical context behind Japan's absence of street names, as

well as the parallels with Korea’s approach to addressing. The discussion

begins with the iconic French literary theorist Roland Barthes, who vividly

described his disoriented yet exhilarating experience in Tokyo in 1966.

Despite feeling lost in a foreign city without names for streets -- a stark

contrast to Paris -- Barthes found liberation in the unfamiliarity, often

identifying locations through landmarks rather than traditional addresses. 

Tokyo’s system relies on numbered blocks instead of named streets, which

complicates navigation for both locals and tourists alike. To assist, police

�s�t�a�t�i�o�n�s� �c�a�l�l�e�d� �k�M�b�a�n� �a�r�e� �s�c�a�t�t�e�r�e�d� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �c�i�t�y�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �u�s�e� �o�f

detailed maps is commonplace. Barthes reminisces about his delightful

experience with hand-drawn maps, highlighting the cultural differences in

how directions are communicated. 

Historically, streets were not named in Japan because urban planning was

decentralized: neighborhoods were governed through blocks, fostering an
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environment where specific identifiers weren’t necessary. This structure

allowed for a fluid understanding of space that felt intuitively logical to

many Japanese. Urban designer Barrie Shelton proposes that these

differences in navigation and urban planning may be tied to the contrasting

writing systems in English and Japanese. English speakers, accustomed to

writing in straight lines, tend to prioritize street names, while Japanese,

written in characters that can be interpreted independently, engage with their

urban spaces as a tapestry of blocks rather than linear roads.

The chapter then compares this distinctive approach to street naming in

Japan with the historical context of Korea’s addressing system, which was

similarly block-based before transitioning to a more Western-style naming

convention in 2011. Under Japanese rule from 1910 to 1945, Korea

experienced cultural suppression, including the discouragement of their

native writing system, hangul, which consists of syllabic blocks. Despite the

system’s phonetic efficiency, Koreans have historically navigated their cities

using a block approach, much like the Japanese.

However, the transition in 2011 to a Western-style addressing system faced

resistance. Many Koreans maintained the older block system, reflecting a

cultural preference for familiar structures that emphasize community over

bureaucratic naming conventions. The new street names often drew

inspiration from international concepts rather than local culture, resulting in

a disconnect where the locals found them impersonal.
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Korean sociologist Gi-Wook Shin introduces the notion of segyehwa, or

globalization, juxtaposing it with strong nationalism. South Koreans are

attempting to balance their rich cultural heritage with the pressures of global

engagement, evidenced in schools like the Korean Minjok Leadership

Academy, which combines English language instruction with traditional

ethics and music.

As the chapter concludes, the author participates in a calligraphy class,

exploring the beauty of kanji characters and reflecting on the differences in

cultural identity represented through writing and navigation. The class

underscores the deep connection between how people write and how they

perceive their environment, as the Japanese students find London

significantly easier to navigate compared to their intricate and multifaceted

home city of Tokyo.

Overall, this chapter intricately weaves together themes of language, culture,

and identity through examining how urban landscapes are mapped and

understood differently in Japan and Korea, leaving readers to contemplate

the broader implications of how names and addresses shape our interaction

with the world.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 8: 8. Iran: Why Do Street Names Follow
Revolutionaries?

### Chapter 8 Summary: Iran & the Symbolism of Street Names

The chapter begins by introducing Pedram Moallemian, a quiet child in

affluent Tehran who preferred observing his city on his bike over enjoying

the luxury his family could provide. During the post-revolutionary fervor in

Iran, where the 1979 revolution dramatically shifted power from the Shah to

Ayatollah Khomeini, political conversations dominated everyday life.

Pedram and his friends, inspired by the political climate, became engrossed

in revolutionary discussions, aligning themselves with various political

factions like communists and socialists, much like children might cheer for

sports teams.

The narrative shifts to the poignant figure of Bobby Sands, an Irish hunger

striker who died in 1981 while protesting British rule, and whose tragic end

resonated deeply in Iran. While Sands’s background as a member of the Irish

Republican Army (IRA) seems distant, his story embodied shared struggles

against colonialism and oppression that connected with Iran's contemporary

political identity. The conflict in Northern Ireland, rooted significantly in

national and ethnic identities rather than theology, paralleled the Iranian

revolutionary sentiments fraught with enduring resentment towards British
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interference, including a history of interventions that helped install the Shah.

Pedram recalls how, inspired by Sands, he and other teens attempted to

transform “Winston Churchill Street” into “Bobby Sands Street” through

artful rebellion—crafting their own signs and pasting them over the

originals. Their efforts succeeded when they heard a taxi driver refer to

“Bobby Sands Street,” a name that quickly became official. This act

symbolizes not just youthful idealism but a broader narrative of resistance

against perceived colonial powers.

The chapter delves into the historical context of Bobby Sands’ activism

within the IRA, detailing the cycle of violence and repression that

characterized the British prison system, leading to the hunger strike that

would eventually claim his life. Sands’s death galvanized a mythic status

among Iranians, portraying him as a martyr in the face of British

domination—chaos from the 1953 coup in Iran, the repressive regime of the

Shah, and the harsh treatment of political dissidents opened a door to a

collective memory that echoed Sands's plight.

Transitioning to the broader theme of street naming, the narrative examines

how such acts serve not only as markers of geography but as pivotal symbols

of political sentiment and revolutionary ideals. This concept is articulated

through Henri Grégoire, a cleric during the French Revolution who

advocated for renaming streets to embody Enlightenment principles. His
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efforts illustrate how revolutions aim to reshape society, not just through

policy but also in the cultural landscape, as seen in post-revolutionary Paris. 

Yet, despite the initial fervor for change, revolutionary leaders like Grégoire

ultimately faced challenges in implementing a uniform identity through

street names. They echoed the broader societal complexities that such

naming efforts could not resolve, mirroring similar struggles worldwide

where street names have become indicative of political allegiance and

conflict.

The chapter pinpoints the tradition of street renaming post-revolution,

detailing how countries utilize this practice to assert newly acquired

ideologies, evident in Mexico, Croatia, and even contemporary Sudan,

reflecting the ongoing struggle for identity and recognition. Even in

America, the founding principles are woven through D.C.’s street designs,

translating revolutionary ideals into tangible reforms within urban

landscapes.

The conclusion brings us back to Belfast, where Danny Morrison, once close

to Bobby Sands, narrates his journey from armed struggle toward political

negotiation. He highlights Belfast's transformation as it moves from conflict

to a more peaceful society under the Good Friday Agreement. Yet, in this

shifting narrative, Bobby Sands remains a poignant reminder of unresolved

tensions, leading to the observation that while he is commemorated abroad,
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there's a notable absence of his name within Ireland itself. This absence

underscores the complex legacy of his actions—most Catholics in Northern

Ireland resonate with his dream for a united Ireland, yet they generally reject

the violent means he employed.

The chapter closes on a profound note: interrogating whether Sands would

have embraced the peaceful resolutions that followed his death, leaving

readers to ponder the nature of revolutionary aspirations in a world still

grappling with divides.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9. Berlin: What Do Nazi Street
Names Tell Us About Vergangenheitsbewältigung?

In Chapter 9, titled "Berlin: What Do Nazi Street Names Tell Us About

 Vergangenheitsbewältigung?" the author explores the complex relationship

between memory, identity, and the legacy of the Nazi era as told through the

names of streets in Germany. This inquiry begins with Susan Hiller, an

American artist, who, while living in Berlin in 2002, discovers

Judenstraße—Jew Street—reflecting a stark and uncomfortable history of

Jewish life in Germany. This discovery ignites her curiosity, leading her to

compile a list of 303 streets across the country named "Jew," illustrating the

remnants of Jewish existence often buried beneath layers of history and

urban development.

Hiller, who trained as an anthropologist before becoming a successful

conceptual artist, sees these street names as a vital component of telling the

stories of Jewish life in Germany—stories that become more poignant as she

learns that many of these streets are found in rural areas, highlighting the

widespread but often overlooked presence of Jewish communities. She

meets locals who share fragmented memories of a vibrant Jewish past,

contrasting sharply with the Nazi regime's erasure of Jewish identity from

public memory.

The chapter traces the transformation of street names during the Nazi era
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when nonsympathetic names were replaced with those of Nazi figures. For

instance, Hitler's name became ubiquitous, while streets honoring Jewish

citizens were replaced or erased altogether. This renaming process serves as

both a mechanism of propaganda and a tool for controlling public

consciousness—demonstrating how deeply ingrained these ideologies

became in everyday life.

As World War II concludes, the question of renaming streets becomes a

pressing issue for the occupying Allied Powers, who seek to undo the Nazi

legacy. In East and West Berlin, differing philosophies emerge regarding

how to address the past. The East celebrates anti-Nazi activists with new

street names, while the West favors a return to pre-Nazi names, illustrating

the larger tensions between remembrance and negation.

Post-reunification, the streets of Berlin become battlegrounds for identity

politics, with debates arising over whether to restore former names or honor

revolutionary figures from East Germany. These discussions underscore a

larger phenomenon known as *Vergangenheitsbewältigung*, a German term

that encapsulates the ongoing struggle to come to terms with the past,

particularly the horrors of the Nazi regime and the division of the country

during the Cold War. 

In this context, the replacement of street names reflects wider cultural

anxieties about memory and identity. Hiller's art, particularly her project
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documenting the Jew Streets, evokes the haunting presence of what has been

lost, affirming the notion that confronting the past is essential for societal

healing. The chapter ultimately emphasizes that

*Vergangenheitsbewältigung*—the reckoning with history—is not a linear

process but an ongoing journey, resonating universally as different societies

grapple with their own legacies.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting the Past as a Catalyst for Healing

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on a street in Berlin, where

every name echoes with stories from a forgotten past. This chapter

teaches us that confronting our history, no matter how painful, is

essential for healing and growth. By acknowledging uncomfortable

truths, we allow ourselves to embrace a more honest narrative of our

identity. Your journey, like Hiller's, can inspire a quest to uncover and

reckon with personal and collective histories, transforming those

lessons into a driving force for change in our communities. Just as the

streets become a canvas of memory in Berlin, our lives can reflect the

complexities of our past, guiding us toward a more inclusive and

empathetic future.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10. Hollywood, Florida: Why
Can’t Americans Stop Arguing About Confederate Street
Names?

In Hollywood, Florida, a contentious debate arose over the renaming of

 streets that honored Confederate generals—Lee Street, Forrest Street, and

Hood Street—largely in light of the city’s historical African American

district, Liberia. Benjamin Israel, an African American Orthodox Jew,

passionately advocated for these name changes, drawing from his own life

experiences growing up in Harlem during the drug crisis, to highlight the

problematic legacy of these figures. His commitment to attending city

council meetings for over two years (excluding times when he was

incapacitated by lung cancer treatments) underscored the deep-rooted issues

surrounding racism and historical memory in America.

Israel’s advocacy began against the backdrop of Hollywood’s founding by

Joseph Young, who envisioned a city that once thrived but later became

riddled with neglect, particularly affecting its Black residents. Young had

initially sought to empower African Americans by establishing Liberia—a

community intended for self-governance—but financial constraints and

societal racism led to a tragic decline. Consequently, the streets were

renamed to honor Confederate leaders who had fought to uphold slavery, a

choice that caused immense discomfort for residents like Israel.
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Among the names, Forrest Street sparked Israel’s particular ire due to

Nathan Bedford Forrest’s applicable historical legacy as a slave trader and

later as the first Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan. Israel’s impassioned

pleas often garnered mixed reactions from city commissioners, and public

sentiment appeared divided: some residents saw these names as neutral

historical references, while others viewed them as symbols of oppression.

Historical context reveals the revival of the Ku Klux Klan in Florida and a

series of violent events against African Americans, which shaped the

community's consciousness around race and memory. The quest for

preservation of these street names paralleled broader debates about

collective memory and the function of monuments in society. Various voices

emerged from the community: some advocating for historical

acknowledgment and others emphasizing a shift towards a more inclusive

narrative that recognized the atrocities of the past.

As the debate intensified, the movement to rename the streets gained

traction—particularly as a counter to the rising awareness of systemic racism

following events like the 2015 Charleston church shooting, which amplified

calls for the removal of Confederate symbols across the nation. Public

workshops around the proposed name changes drew significant crowds,

revealing the complexities of collective memory and the discomfort around

renaming streets held in historical reverence.
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Ultimately, amid this contentious dialogue, residents like Laurie Schecter

pledged financial support for the changes, signaling a possible shift in

Hollywood’s collective memory—signifying a desire to honor liberation and

hope over a legacy of oppression. In 2018, the city officially replaced the

Confederate street names with Liberty, Freedom, and Hope Streets,

reflecting a broader move towards reconceptualizing memory in a way that

acknowledges the painful truths of history while striving for a more just

future. The evolution from reverence of Confederate figures to a desire for

transformational change in street naming practices serves as a microcosm of

America's ongoing struggle with its historical narrative and the complex

layers of memory that shape its identity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of transforming historical narratives to

reflect a just society

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking down a street named

‘Freedom,’ feeling inspired by the collective journey of those who

advocated for justice. This chapter reminds you that your voice and

commitment can reshape the narrative of your community, just like

Benjamin Israel's advocacy against oppressive legacies. It urges you to

confront uncomfortable truths and champion change, showing that

even small actions can lead to a powerful transformation in how

society honors its past and shapes its future. As you engage with the

stories of your community, you play a part in creating an inclusive

narrative, fostering a collective memory that champions equality and

liberation.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11. St. Louis: What Do Martin
Luther King Jr. Streets Reveal About Race in America?

### Chapter 11: St. Louis — What Do Martin Luther King Jr. Streets Reveal

 About Race in America?

In April 1957, Martin Luther King Jr., just twenty-eight years old, spoke at a

packed Kiel Center in St. Louis. Following the monumental success of the

Montgomery bus boycott and the Supreme Court ruling against bus

segregation, King stood as a crucial figure in the civil rights movement. His

speech praised St. Louis for its peaceful integration efforts, contrasting it

with the tumult in southern cities. He urged the audience to take

responsibility for their community's progress toward justice and freedom,

emphasizing that leadership is essential to navigate the path to equality.

Growing up on Dr. Martin Luther King Drive (MLK Drive) in St. Louis,

Melvin White reflects on the changes his community has undergone. Once a

vibrant area filled with bustling markets and a thriving African American

community, MLK Drive has since deteriorated, plagued by crime and

abandonment. Businesses like the local J.C. Penney have shut down, leaving

the street littered with remnants of its past. One day, driving down Delmar

Boulevard—a transformed and affluent street—Melvin contrasts its vibrancy

with MLK Drive’s decline. This realization spurs in him a desire to

revitalize MLK Drive, reminiscent of its former glory.
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Melvin’s reflections reveal the deep racial divisions in St. Louis, a city

marked by segregation. As he probes into the legacy of streets bearing

King's name, he notes how these streets often symbolize the plight of black

communities, where issues of poverty and neglect have persisted. Martin

Luther King Jr. streets are predominantly found in the South, where the

majority of African Americans reside, further underscoring the history of

segregation and racial tension in America. Calling to mind a series of

contentious debates over naming streets after King, Melvin points out the

historical resistance and hostility surrounding this acknowledgment of civil

rights.

Melvin's journey to revitalize MLK Drive culminates in the foundation of

his nonprofit, Beloved Streets of America. His vision reflects King’s dream

of a community where people coexist peacefully. Armed with passion and

tenacity, Melvin undertakes the daunting task of redefining the narrative

surrounding his community and its essential place in the American civil

rights landscape. He networks widely and gains support from various

sectors, gathering resources to develop public spaces and promote economic

revitalization in his neighborhood.

Evoking the full spectrum of challenges faced by communities situated

along MLK Boulevard, Melvin illustrates the deep-seated issues of wealth

disparity and structural racism. The difficulties he encounters—like funding
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and community engagement—mirror the broader struggles of his

neighborhood. Despite setbacks, his perseverance exemplifies the spirit of

grassroots activism inspired by King.

As Melvin navigates the challenges of leading Beloved Streets, his

aspirations stretch beyond mere cosmetic changes. He seeks to instill a sense

of pride and agency within the black community, encouraging local residents

to reclaim and enhance their environment. Historical injustices continue to

shape the terrain where King's name is honored, presenting a ground for

ongoing civil rights struggles.

In closing, the story of MLK Drive intertwines with broader narratives of

race, class, and community investment in America. The decline of MLK

streets often reflects systemic failures and societal perceptions that burden

predominantly black communities. Yet through Melvin's commitment, the

chapter illustrates an alternate vision—a place enriched by its history and

striving for healing and revitalization, embodying King's legacy more fully

by fostering community strength and unity in the face of adversity.

Key
Points Description

Event
Context

In April 1957, Martin Luther King Jr. spoke in St. Louis, emphasizing
community responsibility and leadership in the civil rights movement.

MLK Drive Melvin White reflects on MLK Drive's decline from a vibrant community to
one plagued by crime, contrasting it with the affluent Delmar Boulevard.
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Key
Points Description

Racial
Divisions

MLK streets highlight deep racial divisions and symbolize the ongoing
struggles of black communities, particularly in the South.

Nonprofit
Initiative

Melvin creates Beloved Streets of America to revitalize MLK Drive and
promote community engagement and economic development.

Challenges
Faced

Melvin encounters issues such as funding and community engagement
while addressing poverty and structural racism in his neighborhood.

Vision for
Change

His goal is to instill pride and agency in the community, encouraging
residents to reclaim and improve their environment.

Conclusion The decline of MLK streets reflects systemic failures, but Melvin's efforts
demonstrate a hopeful vision for community revitalization and unity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of community leadership in overcoming

racial divides.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on a street named after

Martin Luther King Jr., feeling the weight of history and the potential

for change. The journey of Melvin White from despair to purpose

demonstrates how each of us can embody leadership in our

communities. His determination to revitalize MLK Drive inspires you

to take responsibility for the places you call home, to be proactive in

addressing issues of inequality, and to foster unity in diversity. It

challenges you to ask: how can I contribute to my community's

progression toward justice, and in what ways can I rally others to join

in this essential work for a brighter future?
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Chapter 12: 12. South Africa: Who Belongs on South
Africa’s Street Signs?

### Chapter 12 Summary: South Africa - Who Belongs on South Africa’s

 Street Signs?

In this chapter, we explore the complex legacies of apartheid in South

Africa, particularly through the narrative of Franny Rabkin, born to political

activists involved in the African National Congress (ANC). Her early life is

marked by adversity as her parents faced imprisonment for resisting

apartheid. Franny's mother, Susan, gave birth in prison and was later

deported to the UK. Franny's father passed away in an ANC training camp in

exile. Fast-forward to the historic moment in 1990 when Nelson Mandela

was released from prison; Franny was among many South Africans eager to

embrace the post-apartheid era.

Franny's journey culminated in her becoming a judicial clerk at the

Constitutional Court of South Africa, an institution embodying the promise

of reconciliation with judges from varied backgrounds. Yet, her faith in this

unity was challenged by a landmark case in 2007 regarding street name

changes in Pretoria, a reflection of ongoing social tensions. Under apartheid,

city streets honored Afrikaners and their history, while many nonwhite areas

were left unnamed. The proposed changes involved commemorating ANC

heroes, sparking heated debate as the civil rights group AfriForum objected,
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citing insufficient community consultation and raising questions about

Afrikaners' place in South Africa post-apartheid.

The barometer of South Africa's evolving identity was captured through the

lens of Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng, who articulated the nation’s

painful past in his ruling. He highlighted apartheid's oppressive legacy and

defended the right to rename streets in line with the new social reality. While

the majority of justices endorsed this view, the dissent from the two white

justices called attention to the rights of Afrikaners, compounding the

struggle for recognition and belonging amid a changing landscape.

The chapter further delves into the historical roots of apartheid, illustrating

the Afrikaners’ journey from marginalized pioneers to their status as

enforcers of a divisive regime. It recounts how figures like Hendrik

Verwoerd, the architect of apartheid, justified segregation through a sense of

entitlement revealed during a pivotal speech by British Prime Minister

Harold Macmillan in 1960. Macmillan’s remarks highlighted a shifting

international perspective on colonial power, foreseeing a transformation

many Afrikaners resisted fiercely.

South Africa's socio-economic chasm remains glaring, with inequities

pointing to a society still grappling with the aftermath of

apartheid—exemplified by the deep-seated resentment among some groups

and the struggle for space and recognition. Time has seen some shift towards
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reconciliation, but the remnants of apartheid remain fresh, leading to

questions about the memories and identities tied to street names and

historical places.

As Franny navigates these complexities, we also meet Mogoeng Mogoeng,

whose personal story parallels the nation’s struggles, revealing the ambitions

of black South Africans against the backdrop of systemic oppression. The

chapter addresses the nuanced relationship with Afrikaans, not merely

viewed as the language of the oppressor but also intertwined with black

cultural expression, complicating the conversation regarding language rights

in a post-apartheid university.

Franny's narrative within a broader socio-political context raises essential

questions about identity, memory, and belonging, and whether

post-apartheid South Africa can truly reconcile its past while moving

towards a pluralistic future. The struggle over street names in Pretoria serves

as a microcosm of these national tensions, reflecting anxieties about the

Afrikaner identity and their place in a new South Africa while underscoring

the ongoing quest for equality and recognition among all South Africans.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13. Manhattan: How Much Is a
Street Name Worth?

### Chapter 13 Summary: Manhattan - How Much Is a Street Name Worth?

In 1997, Donald Trump celebrated the completion of his lavish

condominium tower at 1 Central Park West, claiming it to be the most

successful of its kind in the United States. The building, which Trump

boasted about during a black-tie event, was characterized by critics as gaudy

and cheap-looking, with architectural critiques comparing it to a “1950s

skyscraper wrapped in a party dress.” Beyond the building's aesthetics,

Trump made several dubious claims, such as exaggerating its height and

changing its address from 15 Columbus Circle to the more prestigious 1

Central Park West to enhance its allure. This move, alongside his

contentious rivalry with nearby developments like the Time Warner Center,

showcased the lengths to which Trump would go to market real estate

through manipulation of perceived value and status.

The long-standing tradition of renaming streets in New York City for the

sake of gentrification is rooted in history. In the 1870s, landlords of the

Upper West Side collaborated to create more appealing street names to

attract wealthier tenants. Initially home to slums, these neighborhoods

underwent transformation efforts that included renaming numbered avenues
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with more enticing, thematic names like "Montana Place" for Eighth

Avenue. This reflected an early understanding of “location, location,

location” in real estate—it’s not just about geography, but the power of

branding and perception.

Fast forward to modern times, the Zeckendorf brothers capitalized on

Manhattan's vanity address phenomena with their luxury condominiums,

reinforcing the idea that even an address can be a commodity. Their building

at 15 Central Park West exemplified the trend of selling the address rather

than merely the property; prices soared as they marketed their condos before

even breaking ground. Developers today buy air rights and change street

addresses, utilizing the city’s “vanity address program” to enhance property

value. This practice acknowledges that affluent buyers often pay a premium

to claim prestigious addresses like Park Avenue or Fifth Avenue, regardless

of their actual location.

The rise of vanity addresses has intricate implications. While they

superficially elevate property values, they can hinder emergency responders

and complicate navigation. The narrative shifts to historical figures like

Martha Bacon and Henry Mandel, who embodied the tensions between old

money and new developments, as well as social strata in early 20th-century

New York. Bacon, having enjoyed her prestigious address at 1 Park Avenue,

found herself in a legal battle when Mandel’s new office building claimed

the same title, leading to her home being re-designated.
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Mandel, an ambitious developer akin to Trump, sought to upgrade

previously unremarkable addresses, positioning himself among New York’s

elite despite facing prejudice due to his Jewish heritage. His rise and

subsequent fall, contrasted with Trump’s flourishing career, illustrates the

evolution of Manhattan's real estate landscape. In the modern era, developers

have refined marketing strategies using addresses to continue attracting the

ultra-wealthy.

The commentary concludes with a juxtaposition of New York's past and

present, noting the city's transformation from dangerous to increasingly

luxurious, where developers are constantly vying for the most sought-after

locations. As the city has been “gilded” by the wealthy elite, the concept of

vanity addresses seems redundant—every street in Manhattan has become a

coveted address in its own right, a testament to the power of branding in real

estate. Through this lens, we appreciate how street names can define

neighborhoods and affect property values globally, illustrating the intricate

dance of perception, prestige, and commerce in the urban environment.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14. Homelessness: How Do You
Live Without an Address?

In Chapter 14, numbered "Homelessness: How Do You Live Without an

 Address?", the author explores the devastating issue of homelessness in

New Haven, Connecticut, a city established by Puritans who envisioned it as

an ideal community. The New Haven Green, at the heart of the city, has

become a gathering place for many homeless individuals, reflecting a stark

contrast to the affluence represented by nearby Yale University. 

Sarah Golabek-Goldman, a first-year law student at Yale with a background

in civil rights activism and documentary filmmaking, embarks on a mission

to understand the needs of the homeless population after a troubling

encounter with a homeless woman in a Starbucks during a blizzard. Despite

her idealism, Sarah realizes her understanding of homelessness is superficial,

prompting her to conduct in-depth interviews with homeless individuals and

service providers in different locations, including New Haven, Washington,

D.C., and Los Angeles.

Through her research, Sarah discovers that the most pressing need for the

homeless is not just shelter but an address. In modern society, having an

address is vital for identity and access to essential services, such as jobs,

voting, and opening bank accounts. Despite numerous misconceptions about

the homeless, Sarah learns that many simply find themselves in dire
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circumstances and are often eager to work but are hindered by their lack of a

permanent address.

Sarah's findings highlight widespread discrimination in hiring practices.

Many employers require a stable address not only to ensure reliability but

also due to prejudiced beliefs about homeless individuals. This stigma serves

to reinforce stereotypes, making it even more challenging for homeless

people to reintegrate into society and find stable employment.

The chapter also examines the psychological impact of stigma, referencing

sociologist Erving Goffman's theories on social acceptance and identity.

Many people attribute their self-worth to societal perceptions, and as such,

the absence of a permanent address makes it difficult for homeless

individuals to maintain a positive identity, further entrenching them in their

situation.

In search of solutions, Sarah proposes a bold idea: eliminate the requirement

for job applicants to provide an address until after an offer is made. This

approach has precedent from Dorsey Nunn, an advocate who successfully

pushed for the "ban the box" initiative concerning criminal records on job

applications.

The narrative takes a turn as the focus shifts to Chris Hildrey, a London

architect who, amid a housing crisis that has led to soaring property prices
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and rising homelessness, develops an innovative idea to provide homeless

individuals with an address. Recognizing that many homes sit empty across

the UK, Chris proposes allowing homeless individuals to use these vacant

properties as their mailing addresses. By doing so, he aims to help restore

their identities and access essential services without judgment or stigma.

The chapter draws to a close by emphasizing that while addressing

homelessness with physical homes is ideal, the foundational step is granting

individuals an identity linked to an address—essentially a critical first step

toward rebuilding their lives. This engaging and thought-provoking

exploration highlights the intricate relationship between housing, identity,

stigma, and the societal structures that can either perpetuate or help alleviate

homelessness.
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